B PRrISONER OF WAR MAIL

Letters to and from prisoners of war represent perhaps the most significant human element of the
Civil War mails. US and CSA flag of truce exchanges facilitated POW correspondence and the return
of released POWs. Exchanges of POW mail were permitted from September 1861 to September
1862 and from July 1863 to June 1865—during the interim, flag of truce mail exchanges were
suspended. Old Point Comfort (Fortress Monroe) was the principal exchange point in Virginia on
the US side; on the other side in Virginia the CSA first used Norfolk, then Petersburg, and finally
Richmond after exchanges resumed in July 1863. During the second period there were six primary
exchange points: Richmond-OPC, Pocotaligo-Port Royal, Jackson—Vicksburg, Mobile-New
Orleans, Shreveport-New Orleans, and between Galveston and US Blockading Squadron ships.

CSA/US 1861 —Northbound CSA Prison Camps

Prior to establishment of the formal flag of truce mail exchanges in September 1861, early prisoners used
Adams Express to privately carry mail across the lines.

Sent by Union soldier captured at the First Battle of Bull Run and held at Ligon’s Tobacco Warehouse,
Richmond, to Vernon VT, with “PAID 10" in circle for CSA postage and matching "Richmond Va. Aug. 4,
18617 cds, US 3¢ 1857 tied by Adams Ex. Co. * Louisville, Ky. * Aug. 7, 1861 cds and additional US 3¢ 1857
tied by a blue grid with matching Louisville 7 Aug. 1861 cds.

One of three recorded across-the-lines express prisoner of war covers
according to the Special Routes book
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CSA/US 1862—Northbound CSA Prison Camps

Following the establishment of flag of truce exchanges, northbound letters from US POWs in CSA prison camps
were usually (but not always) enclosed in an inner envelope that was placed inside another envelope and mailed
with CSA postage to the flag of truce exchange point. The inner envelope was either stamped with US postage
or marked due and placed into the mails and the outer envelope was destroyed.
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Sent from Union
officer held as POW
at Salisbury prison in
North Carolina,
pencil “ExNK”
censor’s mark, 10¢
Rose Lithograph
cancelled at Salisbury
31 July (“1861” error
date-should be 1862),
carried by flag of truce
and entered US mails
at Washington D.C.
10 August, “Due 37
for US postage to
Gray ME; original
letter from Major D.
M. Dill, datelined
“Salisbury N.C. July
30, 1862.”

Three 10¢ Rose Lithograph POW covers are recorded; this flag of truce
routing during the first exchange period through Washington DC is unusual
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CSA/US 1864—Northbound

CSA Prison Camps
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Sent by a Union officer held as a POW at Camp Oglethorpe in Georgia and exchanged by flag of
truce to Port Royal SC, endorsed by Capt. James H. Pierce, Co. C, 118th Regt., NY Vol. Infantry,
and censored “H.J.H. aag” (assistant adjutant general), 10¢ Die A cancelled at Savannah GA 28
August 1864; Port Royal 5 September datestamp and “Due 3”7 for unpaid US postage to
Bloomingdale NY; Camp Oglethorpe was built in 1864 on the Old Fair Grounds as a stockade for

captured officers; about 28 covers are recorded by Harrison.
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Sent by Union officer held as POW at Camp Sorghum, Columbia SC, endorsed “Henry W. Cross
Lieut 59th Mass Infy Vols., Prisoner of War Columbia, S.C.”, censor’s manuscript “Exd J. C.
Martin, Capt Comdg”; carried by flag of truce to Old Point Comfort, 10¢ Die B corner position
left uncancelled by CSA post office, cancelled by Old Point Comfort 16 December 1864
datestamp and “Due 6” for US postage to Newburyport MA; Harrison reports about 20 covers

from Camp Sorghum.
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CSA/US 1864—Northbound The Infamous Andersonville Prison

Sent from Union POW held at Camp Sumter in Georgia, better known as Andersonville, censored by Camp
Commandant Capt. Henry Wirz {“Exd. HW. In Extremis”), adversity use of wallpaper envelope to
Lewiston ME, single 3¢ De La Rue Typograph underpays the 10¢ CSA rate, cancelled by
‘ANDERSONVILLE GA.” dateless woodcut circle, carried by flag of truce to Old Point Comfort, entered
US mails with 25 August (1864) datestamp and “Due 6” for US postage.

The only wallpaper envelope signed by Andersonville prison commander
Henry Wirz—approximately 32 covers from this CSA prison are recorded
by Galen Harrison and only some of those are signed by Wirz

Andersonville, officially Camp Sumter, was
B8 the Jargest and most notorious CSA military

| prison. On 27 March 1864 Captain Henry
* | Wirz assumed command of the stockade. By
“lthe end of the war, 12,913 of the

Ithere had died, mostly from starvation and
|| disease. After the war, Wirz was charged with
| conspiracy and murder by US authorities. His
trial was held in the Capitol building in
Washington. A number of former prisoners
testified on conditions at Andersonville, many
accusing Wirz of specific acts of cruelty (some
of these accounts were later called into question by historians as exaggerated or false). The court also heard
from CSA officers and considered official correspondence from captured records. Wirz presented evidence
that he pleaded to CSA authorities to obtain more food and maintained that he tried to improve the conditions
for the prisoners. Wirz was found guilty of murder and sentenced to death. On 10 November 1865 he was
hanged at the site of the current Supreme Court building, becoming one of very few Confederate officials to be
tried, convicted and executed for war crimes.







