B WARTIME ADVERSITY

The Civil War caused shortages of basic supplies among the soldiers and civilian population, and the
blockade of CSA ports and waterways made shortages of manufactured goods much worse in the
South. Stationery and envelopes of good quality were among the staples in short supply, and
Southern letter writers had to resort to a wide variety of products and methods to fill the void.
Known to collectors as adversity covers, this broad category includes envelopes made from paper
used for other purposes {printed forms, wallpaper, etc.) and re-used or modified envelopes.

US 1862—US Troops in South

Letter fashioned from a cardboard shirt collar, written by a Union soldier writing
from Old Point Comfort VA to Philadelphia with three US 1¢ 1861.

Letter written in pencil and datelined “Head Quarters 2nd Regt. P.R.V.C,, Banks James River, July 4,
18627, reports “We have fought five battles & won five victories... Genl. McCall is a prisoner, Genl.
Reynolds ditto and wounded, Adj. Genl. Biddle and Simmons and a host of other officers killed.”
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE. Confederate imprint cover
with "Confederate’ crossed
out and changed to "United"
and "of Va."added after
"Department of State," used
from Old Point Comfort VA
to Syracuse NY, with US 3¢
1861.
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Soldiers in the field resorted to using a variety of paper products to send letters home, but Union soldiers
were usually well-supplied—these adversity uses from the South to Northern destinations are extremely
unusual.
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CSA 1862-1863—South Use of Printed Form

Envelope made from printed
insurance form with 10¢ Hoyer &
Ludwig Lithograph used from
Mobile to Claiborne AL, 29
August (ca. 1862).
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Envelope made from
unusual paper printed in
gold and white with
“No.” suggesting a form,
but possibly wallpaper, "4 P T,
used with 10¢ Rose % ) A )
Lithograph from ) S G, SRR

Charleston SC to Dalton
GA, 5 November 1862.

Envelope made from print-
ed fire insurance form with
2¢ Jackson Lithograph can-
celled at Petersburg VA,
drop letter to Captain Mar-
tin’s Battery, ca. 1863.

Very few adversity covers are known with the 2¢ Jackson Lithograph
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CSA 1863-1864—South Use of Printed Form
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Very few adversity covers are known with the 10¢ Frameline

Envelope made from
printed receipt with top
left corner margin pair 5¢
Richmond Typograph
used from Mobile AL.
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Envelope made from
railroad bill of lading in
red and blue with 10¢ Die
A used from Atlanta GA
to Gainsville Junction AL,
1 Apr. (ca. 1864).
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