CSA PROVISIONAL POSTAGE

CSA 1861—South Woodcut Adhesives—Athens

During the antebellum period, Southerners grew accustomed to using high-quality engraved stamps with
perforations. The Civil War immediately changed all of that. If adhesive stamps were available, they were
crudely printed and lacked perforations. Postmasters employed a variety of printing methods to create
adhesive stamps, including woodcuts, stereotypes (and possibly electrotypes), typeset forms, handstamped
markings, and, in a few places, lithography.

Athens GA 5¢ Purple with
name of Postmaster Thomas
Crawford, téte-béche pair
created by work-and-turn
printing method, used 2
December 1861 on cover to
CSA officer at Manassas
Junction, more than 500
miles distance from Athens.

Athens GA (Thomas
Crawford, PM), 5¢
Red Type IT recut on
28 March 1862 cover
to Macon GA.
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One of seven recorded full covers with the Athens 5¢ Red



CSA PROVISIONAL POSTAGE

CSA 1861—South Electrotype/Stereotype Adhesives—Lynchburg/Memphis

Electrotyping and stereotyping are different processes used to achieve the same effect: a printing plate
comprising subjects exactly matching the original master engraving or typeset form. Electrotyping, invented
during the first half of the 19th century, uses electricity and a chemical solution to create a plate from the
master die. Stereotyping uses a mold from which the subjects or plate are cast. The chemical process of
electrotyping produces a more accurate facsimile of the original. It seems likely that most printers in the
South used the stereotype process, not electrotyping, based on the stamps’ appearances.

Lynchburg VA 5¢ Blue with name of postmaster, Maj. Robert H. Glass, 13
August 1861 to Amherst VA—some consider this an electrotype print.
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FROM
BRANCH PLANTERS BANE,
Memphis, Tenn,

Memphis TN (Matthew C. Gallaway, PM) 5¢ Red pair, Positions 22/32, paying 10¢
rate to Lynchburg VA, 21 December 1861.



CSA PROVISIONAL POSTAGE

CSA 1862—South Stereotype Adhesives—New Orleans

New Orleans postmaster, J. L. Riddell, prepared provisional stamps in June 1861 and advertised them for sale
on 12 June. The 2¢ Red stamps were printed without the marginal inscription “Usable exclusively in the New
Orleans Post Otfhce,” which appears on the 5¢ and subsequent 2¢ Blue printings. The accepted theory is that
the 2¢ Red stamps were printed first, before Riddell added the imprint, and were withheld from use until
January 1862 when the supply of 2¢ Blue stamps was exhausted.
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b s - ; cover to Benton
AK; manuscript “1
circular” at top left
with the names of
three members of
the Saline County
Bible Society.

New Orleans 2¢ Blue used on 1 September 1861 cover to Orange Court House VA,






