DISRUPTION OF MAILS

CSA 1861—South Inauguration of Confederate Postal System

The CSA postal system officially commenced operation on 1 June 1861, at which point all post offices were
required to collect CSA postage on mail and remit receipts to the CSA Post Office Department. Covers show
CSA rates of 5¢ for distance up to 500 miles and 10¢ over 500 miles.

Pensacola FL, 1 June
1861, with “Paid” and
“S” cents CSA rate to
Belmont AL.

Pensacola FL, 1 June
1861, with “Paid” and “§”
cents CSA rate crossed
out and re-rated “10” to
Norfolk VA.

The above covers illustrate both the 5¢ and 10¢ rates used on the first day of CSA postal service, with
both originating in the same Florida city.

Bottom cover the only recorded example with the re-rating to 10¢

Ever%r.een. LA, 1 June 1861, balloon-style circular date stamp in red with
matching straightline “PAID” handstamp to New Orleans on red and blue 10-star
Confederate Patriotic design.



DISRUPTION OF MAILS

US/CSA 1861—North and South Demonetization of US Stamps

The termination of US mails in the South and the start of the CSA’s own postal system left both sides with the
need to replace postage stamps used before the war. The US acted quickly by printing and distributing the
new 1861 series and demonetizing all of the previous issues. Post offices in several cities used hand-stamped
markings to indicate “Old Stamps Not Recognized.” In the CSA the attempted use of old US stamps was also
disallowed.
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Harrisburg PA datestamp with “OLD STAMPS NOT RECOGNIZED” and
“DUE 3" handstamps; US 3¢ 1857 stamp was no longer valid for postage.

Nashville 4 June 1861 (still in
Union as of this date) with US 3¢
1857 stamp rejected by New
Orleans post office and marked
“due 10” for CSA postage over
500 miles owed by addressee.

New York 29 May
1861 with US 3¢
1857 stamp rejected
by Columbus post
office and marked
“DUE 5" in circle
for CSA postage
under 500 miles.

There are fewer than ten known southbound across-the-lines covers with CSA postage due



DISRUPTION OF MAILS

US/CSA 1861—North and South Demonetization of US Stamps

Similar to the Harrisburg example presented on the prior page, Philadelphia also used an “Old Stamps Not
Recognized” handstamp to indicate demonetization of old stamps no longer valid for postage. However,
demonetization did not apply to old stamps when used to prepay the 1¢ carrier fee, as shown by the usages
presented here.

3¢ red US star die buff
entire to Fort Pickens Fla.
bearing US 1¢ 1857, type II,
cancelled by "OLD
STAMPS / NOT
RECOGNIZED" two-line
handstamp with "Due 3"
straightline handstamp, 16
August 1861.

The exchange period for
postal stationery in
Philadelphia was August 8-

A ' 14, 1861, and prior postal

S stationery issues were no
longer accepted for postage
afterwards.

The earliest recorded use of the Philadelphia “OLD STAMPS / NOT
RECOGNIZED” handstamp

Red and blue Union
patriotic envelope,
Philadelphia 9 September
1861 to Howard PA with
US 3¢ 1861 (new stamp)
and US 1¢ 1857, type 1
(old stamp), paying the
carrier fee.
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U.S.P.O. Dispatch Phila., Dec
3, 8 AM datestamp ties US 1¢,
type V, to local Philadelphia

m 3 2 I : address; docketing on back
W J# 7 J/;V% o i dated 1861, indicating late

acceptance of the

X ' : demonetized 1¢ 1857 issue by
v Philadelphia for carrier use.







