.A COUNTRY DIVIDED:
EFFECTS OF THE AMERICAN CI1vViL WAR ON THE MAILS

EXHIBIT FOCUS AND STRUCTURE: This exhibit tells the story of
the American Civil War and its effects on the mails. It is arranged by the
sections listed in the table shown at right. A colored block in blue Wl and/or

gray

at the upper left of the first page in each chapter serves to identify

Union and/or Confederate representation:

The bold sub-header on each page at upper left indicates the postal
system involved, year, and geographic location or direction traveled of
the items displayed.

The bold sub-header at upper right identifies the category of mail or
type of item.

Boldface, italicized statements describe important items, including the
degree of rarity, supported by census data if available or based on the
exhibitor’s experience. Especially rare items are highlighted in ared box.

EFEECTS ON POSTAL SYSTEM: In 1860 the mails were the essential

means of communication, augmented by the telegraph system, and were so
important that the Postmaster General was a presidential cabinet member.
With the secession of Southern states and formation of the new
Confederate government, the postal system that once served an entire
continent was divided into two separate entities:

The Civil War’s effects on the mails were felt on both sides of the
conflict, but they were more severe in the South.

Correspondence between the North and South was banned along with
trade. The CSA postal system was inaugurated on 1 June 1861,
Approximately 1,200 Southern postmasters who had previously sworn
oaths to the US government resigned. Many were reappointed as CSA
postmasters, while others were replaced. Railroads, stagecoaches and
vessels that once carried the US mails now did so for the CSA.

Southerners accustomed since 1851 to paying 3¢ for a letter—usually
with an engraved, perforated stamp—now paid 5¢ or 10¢ a letter.

The CSA’s failure to provide stamps for months forced post offices to
revert to handstamps and other provisional means of paying postage,
and the stamps eventually furnished were crudely printed and lacked
perforations. Shortages of paper and other materials forced Southerners
to find creative ways to improvise, such as making envelopes from
wallpaper and other materials, or reusing previously-mailed envelopes.
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o The Federal coastal blockade and eventual conquest of the Mississippi River forced Southern
correspondents to use blockade runners and special couriers to carry letters. The mails followed the
soldiers, and prisoners of war sent and received letters that were exchanged under flags of truce at
designated locations.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND: The secession of states that started with South Carolina in 1860 was
viewed by the Lincoln administration as a lawless act of insurrection, and the United States never recognized
the legitimacy of the Confederate States. The war spanned four years, commencing with the bombardment of
Fort Sumter in April 1861 and concluding with the capture of Confederate president Jefferson Davis and the
surrender of the major CSA armies in the spring of 1865. Approximately 625,000 soldiers on both sides, 2% of
the entire population, died for their causes. The war was indirectly responsible for the assassination of one
president, Abraham Lincoln, and the election of another, Ulysses S. Grant. The social, economic and political
effects of slavery and emancipation reverberate to this day, almost 160 years later.

Every item has at least one certificate from The Philatelic Foundation or Confederate Stamp Alliance.



. THE PoLITICS OF 1860

The Antebellum Period in American history, generally spanning the period from the end of the
War of 1812 to the commencement of the Civil War in 1861, was characterized by the rise of
abolition and the gradual polarization of the country between abolitionists and supporters of
slavery. Growing belief in Manifest Destiny - the idea that America was destined to expand its
civilization, culture and superior morality from coast to coast - increasingly divided the Northern
and Southern states over the rights of slave owners and the issue of extending slavery to the new
western states. In this context, the presidential election of 1860 served as the catalyst for the
outbreak of the Civil War by splintering the Democratic Party into Northern and Southern
factions and fostering the creation of a new Constitutional Union Party. The unified Republican
Party, dominant in the North, won the election for Abraham Lincoln with only 40% of the popular
vote and almost no support from the South. Voter turnout was 81.2%, the highest in American
history to date.

US 1860-1861—North 1860 Campaign Envelopes

Campaign envelopes were used to promote each party’s candidates. The production and use of pro-Lincoln
envelopes was limited to the North.

Republican Party
platform slogans in
ribbons below portrait;
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Beardless Lincoln three-
quarter portrait facing
right, with red and blue
crossed waving flags and
slogan “The UNION, it
must and shall be
preserved”; US 3¢1857,
1 November 1860.




THE PoLITICS OF 1860

US 1860-1861—North and South 1860 Campaign Envelopes

Former Whigs and Know Nothings founded the Constitutional Union Party to preserve the Union by taking
a neutral stance on slavery, nominating John Bell and Edward Everett.

The glory. the honor and the true interests or
my country. Jomx B

<

Bell-Everett campaign
cover used in New
Hampshire and
addressed to Boston;
US 3¢ 1857, 13 August
1860.

Vice PRE-IDEXNT,

EDW. EVERETT. /R

Bell campaign cover over-
printed “TRAITOR.” in
red, reflecting the mixed

sentiments in both the
North and South of his
slavery-neutral position;
US 3¢ 1857, 29 June 1861,

LS.

Vice President John C. Breckinridge of Kentucky and Joseph Lane were nominated by the Southern, pro-
slavery, Democratic Party. The Northern Democratic candidate was Stephen A. Douglas.

Breckinridge portrait and
“Equality of State Rights”
campaign label tied by 5-
bar grid in frame along
with US 3¢ 1857 on cover
from Montgomery AL; 17
October 1860. This label
is rare and likely unique
tied on cover.




B UnNION AND SECESSION

Following the election of 1860, the national focus shifted to whether the South would accept the
outcome. Almost immediately, secessionists gained momentum and pushed states toward disunion
and on 20 December, only a month and half after the election, South Carolina passed its Ordinance of
Secession and formally left the Union. Five other southern states followed and on 4 February 1861
they formed the Confederate States at the convention held in Montgomery AL. This insurrection, as
Lincoln’s administration described it, led to the Confederate bombardment of Union-held Fort
Sumter in Charleston harbor on 12 April 1861. Public sentiment for and against Union and Secession
exploded in the aftermath of the surrender of Fort Sumter, and by summer the guns of war were heard
around the world.

US 1861 South Carolina’s Secession

US 3¢ 1857 on 3¢ red
star die entire, paying
double rate, Charleston
SC to Upton MA, mailed
on 20 December 1860,
the date of South
Carolina’s secession
and the beginning of
the Civil War.

US 1¢ 1857 type 1V, strip
of three, from Charleston
SC to Greenville SC, 18
January 1861, on
wholesale grocer’s cameo
corner card cover.

South Carolina was the first state to secede from the Union. The top cover was mailed on 20 December 1860,
the date of secession, and the bottom cover was mailed approximately three weeks after secession and two
weeks before the formation of the provisional Confederate government at Montgomery, demonstrating that
many things—including operation of the Post Ofhice—initially remained unchanged despite the winds of war.






