The 2¢ Stamp of the U.S. 1869 Pictorial Issue

This exhibit shows development, production and uses of
the 2¢ 1869 stamp, including essays, proofs, printing
varieties, cancels, plus domestic and international
uses on cover. This was the first Pictorial stamp placed
into circulation, the only one with a pre-cancel, the source
of most 1869 bisects, and for several years served as a
key stamp across the spectrum of both U.S. domestic and
international mail usage.

This stamp also has a colorful pre-production history.
National Bank Note Company, as part of its bid for the

1869 contract, created an array of 2¢ die and plate essays.
large and small proofs, and sample sheets in multiple
colors (exhibit sections 1 & 2).

The issued stamp features a range of printing varieties,
including color shades, mis-perforations, ink and grill
anomalies. Representative examples appear in section 3.
followed by an in-depth display of cancels in section 4.

Sections 5 & 6 demonstrate that the 2¢ Pictorial enjoyed
a wide range of both domestic and international usage —
arguably the broadest of any stamp in the 1869 Pictorials..
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