Il. The Printing Plate

Plate 3 1860 Perfora

Centerline

First Complete Centerline Reconstruction of Plate 3
The centerline was a continuous dividing line that was cut to separate the left and right panes of 100 each.
The centerline gutter was reduced compared to Plate 1 to allow more room for perforations.
No perforated centerline copies are recorded. Cuts occurred on the left and right side of the centerline.
Plate scratches and distance from the stamps are identifiers. The centerline is not parallel to the stamps.
The unused left pane centerline blocks of 4 are 2 of the 3 recorded.
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Il. The Printing Plate Plate 3 1860 Perforated

Left Pane - Unused Stamps

Plate 3 Was Very Odd — The Left Pane, Plate 3, Was Even More Odd

ALL plating marks are different than Plate 1. There are no standards for plating for Plate 3. The stamp was used
for 14 months, and many stamps were destroyed during the Civil War. The plate has many oddities. Many guide
dots, fundamental to laying in the plate like Plate 1, are missing on the left pane. Plating is hampered because
the largest multiple from the left pane is 6, shown in the Row 7-8 reconstruction of this exhibit, and guide dots are
removed by perforations. About 60% of the left pane positions are now assigned. These unused stamps exhibit
examples of the unusual characteristics of the left pane. There is no theory why this plate and pane were changed
so much.

Row 1/10 Top Block
Left Margin Pair Central Pane Single

No guide dots left or top
5 left margin examples recorded
Unknown positions

No guide dots
Unknown position (E)

Bottom Plate Left Margin pair No guide dots except lower right (E)
- Unknown positions Bottom Row Stamp

Bottom Row Margin Block

Positions 91-92L3 (E) ok} B Position 98L3 (E)
5 recorded left margin examples : — Guide dot LR corner
Margin guide dot of 91L3 shown i By g Ink smudges abound
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~0oooaooood 4 guide dots confirmed
~0000oo goodo 95L3 detail shown
mnin{n] | |nimjEN
*'IIDDIIUIDD







