IV. Non-Constant Production Varieties
Paper and Printing

Preprinting Crease Printing Artifact Stitch Watermark
Pos. 94-95R1 “Kiss print” and slur print, printing in the crease; Scanned Reverse at Right
impression doubling over most of the left stamp. Pos. 82LL1

Pos. 49-50R1. (E)

Printed on Reverse (E)
Front (image) Reverse, Pos. 6L1
3 Recorded Examples

Perfect Printing
48R1-58R1

Color Range Affected by Ink, Wiping, Paper Type, Moisture.

Lightest Average Darkest

Range of Papers Were Used With A Range of Thicknesses. Thickness (XX) given in ten-thousandths of an inch.

Thick (32) Most Common (28) Thin Paper (23)(E)  Part India (18-20)(E) Very Thin (16-17)(E) Thinnest (14)(E)

Pos.43L1 Pos. 18R1 Pos. 27-28L1 Pos. 41L1 Pos. 80L1 Pos. 5311
Thinnest Recorded
Green Cancel



V. Cancellations and Postal Markings Most Common, Least Common

Grids were the main cancellation of the decade for the 12c stamp. The most common are black and 7 bars, next
are reds, then blues; least common are browns.* Postal markings were sometimes used as cancels.
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Black, NY 11-bar Black, 7-bar Red, 7-bar Ultramarine, 5-bar True brown
Pos. 93L1 Pos. 27-28R1 Pos. 99L1 Pos. 89-90R1
Used mainly in 1851

Boston introduces many new cancellations in the decade.

Small Boston paid Large PAID (E) Oval grid of squares Complex PAID
Begins in 1851 Blake Type 230 Boston Foreign Mail Blake type 625, 1857-
Used until 15 Jan 1852 Pos. 30L1 Pos. 66R1 Used on Foreign Mail
Pos. 56LL1 Pos. 57R1

New Cancels Emerge

Ocean Mail, Type 3 Wells Fargo (E) Straight-Line OV(ERLAN)D

New York “New” Delivered from La Porte, CA, “New”
“New” Pos. 88R1 Pos. 88R1

Pos. 27R1 One Recorded Example One Recorded Example

Unknown town Unknown town Encircled “10” Encircled “PAID 127
Straight-line PAID Red straight-line PAID Pos. 72R1 Pos. 97R1
Pos. 57L1 Pos. 29R1






