The First United States 12¢ Stamp Series of 1851-1861

Purpose

This is a traditional stamp exhibit illustrating all aspects of the 12¢ stamp series beginning in 1851, the highest denominated
adhesive of its time and the first stamp produced in the larger 1851 series. The 12c series of stamps consisted of the Plate 1
imperforate and perforated forms and a Plate 3 perforated form driven by quality demands.

Treatment & Scope

The entire lifecycle of the stamps and uses of the 1851 die are shown, including pre- and post-production material, the plate
making and printing process artifacts for the two recorded plates, and the broad and the most important role the stamps played
during a period when rates, routes and conveyance methods were rapidly evolving all over the world. Stamp preparation and
perforations methods were also in their early stages. This is the most complete group of material of the 1851-1861 12¢ stamp
series, including all other imperforate items emanating from the original 1851 die, ever assembled or exhibited.

Importance to the Era

This is the first U.S. adhesive for which every position on the printing plate had to be re-engraved; the first U.S. stamp issued
primarily for use on foreign mail, especially Great Britain, for one of the first postal treaties. The series was one of the first to
introduce perforations for stamp separation driven by world trends. The series played critically important roles for larger
transcontinental,* commercial*, and legal* mails and was the workhorse for all international* mails. Over 600 rate changes
occurred in the decade of which postal artifacts of the 12¢ predominate, serving as a proxy for this decade of rapid change.

Organization
1851 Imperforate Issue (Plate 1)  [-III. Preproduction, The Plate
Frames 1-5 IV. Non-Constant Production Varieties

V. Cancellations and Postal Markings
VI-VII. Domestic and Foreign Uses
VIII. The Beginning of the End of Imperforates

Stamps Will Become Perforated for the First Time

1857 Perforated Issue (Plate 1) I. Constant Production Varieties
Frames 5-7 II-IV. The Stamps and Markings
V-VI. Domestic and Foreign Uses
VII. Non-Constant Production Varieties

Stamp Production Issues Result in a New Plate

1860 Perforated Issue (Plate 3) I-1I. Preproduction, The Plate
Frames 7-8 III-IV. Stamps and Markings
V-VI. Domestic and Foreign Uses

The Civil War Begins and the Stamp Issues Will Change
1861 Transition and Epilogue Last Uses for the 1851 12¢ Die

Knowledge and Research

Research proves conclusively that a two-relief transfer roll was used, contrary to the published assumption — held for more
than 80 years — of a one-relief roll. Research has also discovered and confirmed that an early state of the plate was put to press.
Plating results have revised the published placement or details of many positions on the 200-subject plate. All of the validated
200 plate positions are shown here for the first time in a public exhibit in either used, on or off-cover, or in unused forms.
Original research findings shown throughout the exhibit are noted in italics, and if published, marked by an asterisk. *
Rarity and Significance

Covers bearing these stamps are three times less numerous than the 10¢ 1847 issue, and 100 times less numerous than the
3¢ 1851 issue due to low survival rates of their specific types of uses. More than 33 items shown are known to exist in numbers
of four or less; 22 items are the only recorded examples in addition to the EDU’s. The largest recorded linear multiples on and
off cover are shown. Significant items are framed in blue: expertized items denoted by (E). A secondary theme of CHANGE
is emphasized in blue text on select pages providing important context for the 12¢ items.



I. Preproduction and Essay Development

Banknote Stock Dies

Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Company Stock Dies Define Critical Design Elements

TCC&Co. was a banknote company and had never made stamps before the 1851 issue. They continued
to use their banknote stock dies to build their basic stamp designs for the series. They were part of the
basic property of a firm, and all are linked to Charles Toppan. Two basic stock die designs were used.

Central in this design is a rosette produced from a rose engine engraving machine.
Examination of banknotes from the era associates these almost exclusively with
Toppan. This early example if from a $5 banknote of The Susquehanna Bridge

and Bank Company, Port Deposit, Maryland, dated 1833, engraver Chas. Toppan

& Co. The rosettes became more sophisticated over time, but this is a good model
for the 1851 12c¢ stamp and Carrier stamp, to be placed in each corner of the stamp.

Central Rosette

The next major stock die and design element is the geometric tessellated lathework
that makes up the central horizontal band under the “5.” This is from a $5 banknote
from the Susquehanna Bridge & Bank Company. This is the earliest recorded example
used in 1832. It is believed to have originated with Asa Spencer at least as early as
1827 in early banknote experimentation in England with Perkins. This lathework is
identical to that used on the 12c, 3c, and 1c Carrier 1851 issues. It would be used by

Toppan for many other items.
Tessellated Lathework

Both of these design components appear in the 1c carrier and 3¢ denominations of 1851,
below, cutouts magnified 400%. The 12c stamp was produced first from these components.
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1c¢ Carrier Rosette 3¢ Lathéwork

With the rosette and lathework designs available from stock dies,
all that remained was the selection of a suitable central bust.






