LAKE ERIE MAIL

Cleveland, 1840s STEAM-BOAT

| _ DN
- ﬁ%’ﬁﬁ*& X j % }ygﬁ
.-. Sﬁ-ﬁ*ﬁ* . 1.\ 5{ \

——

e 2l

pre July 1845 letters from Buffalo, via Cleveland, to Dixon's Ferry, Illinois and Ashtabula, Ohio
"STEAM-BOAT" handstamp manuscript 25¢ and 1834¢ distance rates
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1 October 1844 Buffalo, via Cleveland, to Mansfield, OH
"STEAM-BOAT" handstamp and manuscript 1212¢ distance rate from origin to Mansfield



LAKE ERIE MAIL

Detroit, 1840 / 1845 STEAM BOAT

These three uses, all sent from Buffalo by steamboat, entered the mails at Detroit. Each bears a
different steam or steamboat entry handstamp. The dates are 1840, 1848 and 1855.
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The first commercial steamboats began operations on Lake Ontario in 1816 with the launching
of the Frontenac from the Canadian shore and the Ontario from the American side. There are
few surviving postal artifacts carried by steamboat prior to the July 1845 start of contract
service,

Charlotte, 1826 Charlotte Ship

The post office of Charlotte served briefly as the port of entry for Canadian mails destined for
Rochester. In 1826 the steamer Ontario made regular stops and sailing vessels made
occasional stops. In either case, the two cents ship fee was the proper charge.

12 September 1826 Hillier, Canada, via Charlotte, NY, to Utica, NY
21 September 1826 Charlotte postmark, entered US mails as a ship letter
Ship 2¢ plus 12%2¢ = 1444¢ total due for 80 to 150 mile distance from Charlotte to Utica
the only reported ship Ietter entering mails at Charlotte






