LAKE ERIE MAIL

Cleveland, 1840s STEAM-BOAT
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pre July 1845 letters from Buffalo, via Cleveland, to Dixon's Ferry, Illinois and Ashtabula, Ohio
"STEAM-BOAT" handstamp manuscript 25¢ and 1834¢ distance rates
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1 October 1844 Buffalo, via Cleveland, to Mansfield, OH
"STEAM-BOAT" handstamp and manuscript 1212¢ distance rate from origin to Mansfield



LAKE ERIE MAIL

Detroit, 1840 / 1845 STEAM BOAT

These three uses, all sent from Buffalo by steamboat, entered the mails at Detroit. Each bears a
different steam or steamboat entry handstamp. The dates are 1840, 1848 and 1855.
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The first commercial steamboats began operations on Lake Ontario in 1816 with the launching
of the Frontenac from the Canadian shore and the Ontario from the American side. There are
few surviving postal artifacts carried by steamboat prior to the July 1845 start of contract
service,

Charlotte, 1826 Charlotte Ship

The post office of Charlotte served briefly as the port of entry for Canadian mails destined for
Rochester. In 1826 the steamer Ontario made regular stops and sailing vessels made
occasional stops. In either case, the two cents ship fee was the proper charge.

12 September 1826 Hillier, Canada, via Charlotte, NY, to Utica, NY
21 September 1826 Charlotte postmark, entered US mails as a ship letter
Ship 2¢ plus 12%2¢ = 1444¢ total due for 80 to 150 mile distance from Charlotte to Utica
the only reported ship Ietter entering mails at Charlotte



Rochester, 1838
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The 1810 and 1815 Post Ofhice Acts specified how postage charges on letters received from
steamboats were calculated. But as they only applied to "steamboats which shall pass from one
port or place to another port or place in the United States," letters from Canada to the United
States were excluded. The Lake Ontario ports correctly rated letters from Canada as ship letters.
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24 April 1838 Coburg, Canada, endorsed for steam boat Traveler to Rochester, NY
26 April 1838 Rochester datestamp and manuscript "SB 6" due for port of entry delivery
the only reported example of their manuscript steamboat entry
the earliest reported use on Lake Ontario that entered mails as from a steamboat

15 May 1838 Hamilton, Canada via Rochester, NY, to Rensselaerville, NY
26 May Rochester datestamp, "STEAM BOAT" handstamp (less than a month after cover above)
3915¢ due rate (double 183%4¢ distance rate plus 2¢ captain's fee)
the earliest reported steamboat handstamp use from Lake Ontario

SB / STEAM-BOAT
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Rochester, 1838 STEAM. BOAT

The top letter was treated as a ship letter originating in Canada and the lower letter was treated as
having originated in the United States. When a steamboat master delivered letters to a port post
office, he was required to attest to the origin of letters. However, if the boat had a drop box the
captain could truthfully attest that they originated onboard, in America.
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2 November 1842 Toronto, Canada, via Rochester, to New York City
3 November Rochester datestamp, smaller "STEAM. BOAT" handstamp
correctly rated as a ship letter, 2034¢ due rate (1834¢ distance rate plus 2¢ captain's fee)

28 May 1844 via Rochester, to Patent Office Washington, DC
29 May 1844 Rochester datestamp and smaller "STEAM. BOAT" handstamp
sender's "Free" endorsement accepted at Rochester but corrected to 25¢ due upon arrival
no ship fee charged indicating that this was treated as a letter originating from US port



Rochester, 1838
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STEAM BOAT
STEAM BOAT

Nece fers

22 October 1850 Coburg, Canada, via Rochester, to New York City
25 October Rochester datestamp, larger "STEAM BOAT" handstamp
correctly rated as a ship letter, 12¢ due rate (10¢ distance rate plus 2¢ captain's fee)
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30 April 1852 Coburg, Canada, to Rochester

29 May 1852 Rochester datestamp, "STEAM BOAT" handstamp, 6¢ due ship rate for port delivery
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Lewiston, 1840 Lewiston Steam Boat

The Lewiston post office correctly rated the loose letter below
for the entire distance between the location where it was placed
on the steamboat (Oswego) and the destination (Buffalo).
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14 April 1840 Oswego, NY, endorsed to steam boat St. Lawrence, via Lewiston, to Buffalo, NY
manuscript "Steam Boat” entry and 183%4¢ distance from Oswego to Buffalo due rate
17 April Lewiston postmark, carried by land route around Niagara Falls to Buffalo
only reported steamboat letter entering at Lewiston

TO NEW YORK, VIA OSWEGO.

The steambouts UNITED STATES, GREAT BRITAIN : : , ,
and ST. LAWRBN:_’JEm;I]l forma dally line betweeu Lew. This Lake Ontario Steamboat Office
{ston and Qswego, forthe present season, commencing an i iseme \
the lst of April, or on the opening of na:rignlion on Lgaku Aprll 1840 _advert.lsem&,nt lists  three
Oatarlo. ol i 1 § scter ; steam boats, including the St. Lawrence
One of the above steamarawill leave Lewlston avery af. . . . o
terncon on Ilie arrivat of the cars froin Buffal. that will begin operations for the season

and packeis willt be In readiness at Oswego, on : .
ms‘:;ggalof 11’1?0 AeEs APt LasiiutaT, 't conv:y s between Oswego and Lewiston. It also
sengers with despateh to the rail road at éyracusc, (only mentions the rail connections between
36 lnlles]thcret}y saving time, money,andihe fatigue ofthe )
overland routenlﬁm ?ll:'f)rfﬁm logyé_alcuse. Lewiston and Buffalo and between

eference, Raliroa ce, Buffalo,
R ' "JBRONSON & CROUKER, Oswego to Syracuse.
JOIIN HAMILTON, Proprictors.
II. FITZHUGH,
Lake OntaiioSteambeat Ofice, i
Qaweyo,Feb. 1, 1810, mar 30
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Oswego, 1842 / 1843

Oswego SB
Both letters on this page were treated as having originated in the United States. The top
letter may have been collected by the steamboat from a wharf box at Sackets Harbor while
the lower letter was most likely dropped into a letter box onboard the steamer.
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13 June 1842 Brooklyn, MI to Oswego, endorsed with "Favor of notation

manuscript "S.B. 10" (Steam Boat, 10¢ due for distance rate)
treated as a letter originating from US point 30 to 80 miles distant
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13 June 1843 dated "On Lake Ontario," via Oswego, to York, PA
14 June Oswego datestamp, manuscript "S.B. 25" (Steam Boat, 25¢ distance rate due)
treated as a letter originating from the US
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Oswego, 1850 Oswego SB

Letters on this page, from the same correspondence, were correctly rated as ship letters
originating outside the US. The top letter was originally rated for distance under 300 miles
plus ship fee and then corrected.
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23 April, 1850 Toronto, Canada to Oswego
manuscript 'S.B. 7" corrected in pencil to 6 (Steam Boat, 6¢ rate for delivery at port of entry)
originally rated as a ship letter addressed beyond the port, then corrected
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30 April, 1850 Toronto, Canada to Oswego
manuscript "S.B. 6" (Steam Boat, 6¢ due rate for delivery at port of entry)
rated as a ship letter arriving from outside the United States




Sackets Harbor, 1821
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There are fewer than six reported steamboat letters carried
via Sackets Harbor. In 1821 the sole steamboat operating
on Lake Ontario was the steamboat Ontario.
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13 August 1821 Kingston, Canada, via Sackets Harbor, to New York City

Ship Rate

14 August Sackets Harbor postmark, "Ship 2044¢" (1845¢ postage plus 2¢ ship fee) due

letter carried by steamboat correctly rated as a ship letter from a foreign port

NTARIO STEAM.-BOAT
0N TARID,

“Winvan Vavgnas, Mater,
s hﬁ-umuha‘a.-ma-.wm nimas
L follows,cfrom e last Thursday n May,

untit she Iath Ceteber, wind wod Wosther per-
nEting -

Giwimg wa the Late—Ehe will leave Ozidens-
Lurgh cvery Tiue-Aay, af 3 P. M.; Sacker's
eviry Frideyy al 5 £, 3.5 Hawsland's Landing.
Gieneeve, Byvery Suiariay, a1 @ PoAL; and ar-
rive at fu\'iﬂm\.‘n i Syndayy aboul 9 A0 M,

ot daren the Lafre—8he will leave Lewis-
teown every Mandny, st 8 1 M. ; Genaesce Ri-
ver perey Tuesdoy, at 3 1% M. Saeket'sTharhor
evory Wednesiay, wl § P 5L ond armve 1t Ox-
denzhirah with all peesitile expedition.

Avents [urrezeiving anddzlivering property
At Leeistown, Purter, Barton & Co.; at Han-
fonls Lawmling, Geassec Wiver, €. A. Vun
flyek; at Sarket=s Harbor, Albert Crane; ai
Qgdenzburgh, Levi Seston.

WILLIA Y WARING,

Mannzing Owhar.
. A VAX 5LYVCK,
LEViI SEXTON.

THE LAKE (
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Sackets Harbor, 1850 Contract Mail

This cover was carried by steamer on an exceptional US mail contract route
(route 1216) as it started in US, stopped in Canada and ended back in the US. In
1850 the Ontario & St. Lawrence St. Bt. Co. held the contract for service from
Ogdensburg, NY (on the St. Lawrence River) via Kingston, Canada and Sackets
Harbor to Lewiston, NY on the Niagara River. The steam boat Northerner,
shown below, was the second largest mail steamer on the route in 1850.

4 May 1850 Kingston, Canada, via Sackets Harbor, to New York City
Canadian postage charged to sender’s box at Kingston, contract service by steamboat
7 May Sackets Harbor transit, obliterated "Paid" and 10" due for over 300 miles distance
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map showing St. Lawrence and Oswegatchie River ports

Ogdensburg, 1843 ST. BOAT

The letter below originated in Alexandria, NY but as the steamer had stopped at
Kingston, Canada before arriving at Ogdensburgh, it was entered in the US mails
as being from Canada. It was then sent overland to Waddington.
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30 July 1843 Alexandria, NY, via Kingston, Canada and Ogdensburgh, to Waddington NY
2 August Ogdensburgh postmark, boxed "ST. BOAT" handstamp
rated as having originated in Canada, manuscript 8¢ due rate (6¢ distance rate plus 2¢ ship fee)
the 30 to 80 mile distance between Alexandria and Waddington, NY should be a 10¢ rate
the only reported example of Steamboat entry at Ogdensburgh



OSWEGATCHIE RIVER

Richville, 1831 Richville BBB

The letter below confirms the accounting nature of the "B" endorsements found on
letters entered from steam boats. The postmaster was required to keep a careful record
of such letters and he paid the master of the steamer two cents for each letter. He then
claimed the credit in his quarterly accounts with the Post Ofhice. In this case, he
probably made his account notation for three letters received from the steam boat on a
single letter to save time.
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22 March 1831 De Kalb, NY, via Richville, to Saratoga Springs, NY
triple "B" steamboat entry endorsement of Richville (an accounting for three separate letters)
23 March Richville manuscript postmark and 1834¢ due distance rate
the only reported steam boat use on the Oswegatchie River
the only example of multiple "B" markings on a letter



SENECA LAKE

Skoneateles.

L]
Geneva °
Glen Haven

* Havanna

map showing Seneca Lake and Skaneateles Lake ports
Steam Boat

Geneva, 1840 SENECA LAK E—The sieam-pack-
% et RICIIARD STEVENS, Capt. George
Dakin, makes regular trips every day,
leaving Qeneva ai 6 in the merning, and Jefferson, (head of
Seneea Lake,)at 1l AL M., connecting with Elmira, Bloss-
burgh and Coerning rail-read, and Williemzport and Elmira
do. affording a pleusant and expedition route to Philadel-
phia, Baltlmore, &¢.  JOHN R. JOHNSTON & CO.
Qeneva, August 16, 1840, aug 19
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16 June 1840 Havanna, NY, per steamer Richard Stevens via Geneva, to Utica, NY
16 June Geneva postmark, "Steam Boat" manuscript endorsement and 52¢ (25¢ x2) due rate
a 2¢ fee was added to the rate for a double weightletter
the only reported example

Letter of C. B. Evans discusses his new design for a canal lock and describes an enclosed
drawing: About the head and to seven feet below the upper gates it is intended to be of



Skaneateles, 1849 Steamboat

29 June 1849 Glen Haven, NY, steam boat Homervia Skaneateles, to Lockport, NY
30 June Skaneateles postmark, "Steam Boat” endorsement and 7¢ due rate stamp
a 2¢ fee was added to the 5S¢ distance rate

5~ Glen Haven 1s becommng a place of re.

sort both far inyalids and pleasure :eekers,--

The Steambhoat Hower is always

ready to sct down its freight at the head of
the lake.
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ca. 1849 via Skaneateles, to Philadelphia, PA
4 July Skaneateles postmark, "Steam Boat” manuscript endorsement and 12¢ due rate
a 2¢ fee added to the 10¢ distance rate



Flushing, 1851
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May 1851 St. Clements Church (Manhattan) per steamer Island City to Flushing, NY

letter mentions that it will be delivered direct to the steamer
"STEAM BOAT 5 cts” entry handstamp applied at Flushing

addressed to Mrs. Schroeder (né Boardman) care Rev. Schroeder (Rector at St, Ann's Hall)

the only reported example of the handstamp

SUMMKR ARRANGEMENT,
FOR FLUSHING, NEW YORK, ASTORIA AND
RAVENBWOOD,
Three tripz & da¥ (Sundays exoepted} 1o Flushing,
Farr. Repuvcko 10 12} Crnvs,

On and alter Mooday, May 81b, 1554,

the new and beaut!ful Steamer 1ISLAND

CITY, Capt Slias Reyopias, will !rate

Flushing ror New York at 7 snd 10 o'elock, 4. M., and 9}

ro.
Returnipg, leays New York for Flushing st 8} 4. m.,
nnd 2, and bj r m, stopplng at Avtorla and Ravenswood
an the trlp from New York. at 2 0'clock r. 81,804 10 New
York at about 10f a. n and 4 r. u.
(i Frefght for Flushiog taken betwestt 11 4. M, and 2

rou
Stagea for Bay Slde, Little Neok, Manhaszet and Roe-
Iy:;. will teavs In eontection with the lsland Clty each
trp.
FInahing, April 29,1851, ap3o




