LoNG ISLAND SOUND

Route Agent Service US Express Mail

Pair of letters from same correspondence below show different handling by two different
agents. One agent corrected the "Boston" portion of his type 1B device in manuscript to
"Stonington Ct." for use on letters picked up at that port. The other agent on the route did not.
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18 August 1844 Stonington, CT to the PM at East Painted Post, NY, "FREE" handstamp
"US EXPRESS MAIL BOSTON" route agent postmark, type 1A with "Stonington CT" over-wright
three known examples of the Stonington overwrite
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28 January 1845 Stonington, CT to the PM at East Painted Post, NY, "FREE" handstamp
"US EXPRESS MAIL BOSTON" route agent postmark, type 1B without manuscript overwrite



LoNG ISLAND SOUND

Route Agent Service US Express Mail

Route agents were not allowed to accept payments in cash. Both of the letters below
show prepayment of postage with adhesives. Top cover is southbound and bottom
cover is northbound
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25 April 1848 Boston to Philadelphia, "US EXPRESS MAIL BOSTON" type 2A postmark
prepaid double rate with pair 10¢ 1847 issue adhesives

7 November 1851 New York to Boston, “US EXPRESS MATL N. YORK” type 1B postmark
prepaid triple rate with strip of three 3¢ 1851 orange brown adhesives {positions 11-13RO)
extremely rare Orange Brown strip of three paying domestic rate
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22 September 1851 New York to Bristol, RI, type 1B postmark in red
prepaid 3¢ orange brown shade 1851 issue, red grid cancel

By 1853 both route agents had switched to using black ink for postmarks.

8 March 1853 New York to New Bedford, MA, type 1A postmark struck in black, prepaid 3¢
16 November 1853 New York to Richmond, ME, type 1B postmark struck in black, prepaid 3¢
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two different postmarks applied by same agent to 3¢ postal stationery issue to Boston
31 July 1854 type 2B "BOSTON" postmark applied in error when leaving New York City
1 August type 1B "NEW YORK" postmark correctly applied to northbound mail
a proving cover showing that a single agent (agent B) held both devices
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19 June 1855 use to San Francisco, CA, type 2A postmark, prepaid 6¢, "Due 4" handstamp
via New York City, type 2A agent postmark and manuscript "4 cts due” applied by agent
the postal rate to California had been increased to 10¢ effective 1 April 1855






