LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Plattsburgh, 1832 / 1834 BOAT / SHIP
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12 October 1832 Montreal, Canada, via St. Johns and Plattsburgh, to Grand Isle, VT
endorsed "Via Plattsburgh”
16 October 1832 Plattsburgh, NY postmark and "BOAT" handstamp
manuscript 12¢ due for 30 to 80 mile distance + 2¢ ship fee
the only reported example of Plattsburgh "BOAT" handstamp
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27 June 1834 Whitehall, via Plattsburgh, to Grand Isle, VT
1 July 1834 Plattsburgh, NY postmark and "STEAM«BOAT" handstamp
manuscript 12¢ due for 30 to 80 mile distance + 2¢ ship fee
fewer than five reported examples of Plattsburgh "STEAM.BOAT" handstamp



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Plattsburgh, 1841 Plattsburgh Steam Boat
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"Steam Boat" endorsement applied by Ephraim
Mills, postmaster of Burlington, Vermont as an
entry and acc ounting markjng.
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6 July 1841 Burlington, VT to Plattsburgh, NY
manuscript "Steam Boat” endorsement entry and due 6¢ rate for port of entry delivery
steam-ferry Winooski made daily trips between Burlington and Plattsburgh at this date
the only reported example




Plattsburgh, 1844
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7 May 1844 Whitehall, NY to Plattsburgh, NY, Plattsburgh "STEAM" handstamp

STEAM

correctly rated 12%2¢ for 80 to 150 miles distance by water between Whitehall and Plattsburgh
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16 October 1844 Whitehall, NY to Plattsburgh, NY, Whitehall Postmaster's free frank

via non-contract mail steamer, Plattsburgh "STEAM" handstamp applied on arrival
the contract route between Whitehall and Plattsburgh in 1844 was by land

December 1844 letter from same correspondence, carried by land, does not bear the "STEAM"



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Burlington, 1819 Onboard the Phoenix
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27 July 1819 letter dated "Steamboat Phoenix" carried outside the mails to Burlington, VT
letter of John Clapp requesting a recipe for Parmesan cheese to be sent to him at Boston
earliest reported letter written aboard a steamboat on Lake Champlain

The Phoenix was a side-wheel paddle steamer built in 1815 by the Lake Champlain Steamboat
Company at Vergennes, VT, under the direction of Jahaziel Sherman. The 146 long vessel
reached a speed of 8 miles per hour. She was the second steamer to sail on Lake Champlain,
after the Vermont (launched in 1808), which was the first regularly operated steamship
anywhere. She ran for four seasons between Whitehall, NY and St. Johns, Canada. In 1817, she
carried President James Monroe from Burlington, VT to Plattsburgh, NY.

On 4 September 1819 she caught fire after departing Burlington when she grounded and
burned to the waterline. Although most of the passengers and crew survived, six died. The
company was able to salvage the steam engine from the wreck.



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Burlington, 1831 Steam-Packet Franklin
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25 October 1831 St. Johns, Canada, via Burlington, to Weybridge, VT
Steam-Packet Franklin packet handstamp
28 October 1831 Burlington, VT postmark, manuscript 10¢ due for 30 to 80 mile distance
earliest reported use of the Packet Franklin handstamp
earliest known use of a Name-of-Boat inland waterway marking in the United States

The Franklin was the first steamboat built by the Champlain Transportation Company (CTC).
She commenced her trips between Whitehall and St. Johns under command of Capt. J. Sherman
in 1827. Capt. Richard W. Sherman succeeded him the next season and served on the lake until
1847. In 1834, the CTC was awarded the first contract for mail service by steamboat on Lake
Champlain. The marking is only known on non-contract mail.






