LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Whitehall B free Steam-Packet Franklin

The "Steam-Packet Franklin, Captain R'W. Sherman,
Lake Champlain" packet marking illustrated below is
known used on letters dated between 25 October 1831
(this earliest known use is shown with the port of
Burlington material herein) and 24 October 1835. Itis a
private marking intended to serve as advertising and it is
the first Name-of-Boat marking used on an inland
waterway in the United States.
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7 November 1831, Port Kent, VT, via Whitehall, to Auburn, NY
Free, C.B. Watson, P.M., Port Kent frank, steam-Packet Franklin packet handstamp
"B free" in manuscript applied at Whitehall, NY when it entered the US mails
earliest reported use of the Packet Franklin handstamp on letter via Whitehall



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Whitehall, 1832 Steam-Packet Franklin
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5 March 1832, Berwick-Upon-Tweed, England carried privately to Montreal, Canada
via St. Johns, then on Steam-Packet Franklin to Whitehall, NY and to Wilmington, NC
(May 1832) manuscript "B" of Whitehall, manuscript 25¢ due for over 400 miles distance
only reported Packet Franklin handstamp on inbound trans-Atlantic mail

(August 1832) Lake Champlain to Glasgow, Scotland, endorsed "per pkt from New York"
Steam-Packet Franklin handstamp, via Whitehall, NY and to New York City
"New York to Liverpool, 1 September 1832" directive, Ship Letter Liverpool backstamp
only reported Packet Franklin handstamp on outbound trans-Atlantic mail



LAKE CHAMPLAIN

Whitehall, 1832 / 1835 Onboard Franklin

PFC

16 Qctober 1832, onboard the Franklin at Whitehall to Hartford, CT
Steam-Packet Franklin handstamp, posted without fee paid to the Captain
16 October 1832 Whitehall postmark, "PAID" handstamp and 183%¢ due rate

24 October 1835, Rouses Point, NY, bootlegged via St. Johns, to Montreal, Canada
Steam-Packet Franklin packet handstamp, entered Canada mails at Montreal with "1d" due
latest reported use of the Packet Franklin handstamp



Whitehall, 1835

LAKE CHAMPLAIN

STEAMeBOAT

This "STEAM-BOAT" entry marking was used at the Whitehall post othice from 1835 until
1851. Atypically, Whitehall did not postmark transit mail received from steamers. The 1851
use shown later in this exhibit proves that the marking was applied at Whitehall.

STEAM-BOAT
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3 September 1835 Rouses Point, NY to Little Falls, NY
entered the mails at Whitehall, NY with their "STEAM.BOAT" handstamp, 18%¢ due rate
earliest reported use of a steamboat handstamp at Whitehall

LAKE CHAMPLALE STKAM ANATS.— EIiE leaol|
bomz an this fur-Funed luke, wers thormughly oig
hauled and rapaired during the winter, ind ah
eoitiencement of nuvigation the present seaig,
exhibited all the freshiness nud nentness of e
vessels, "Fhey ply regulnedy every day belw
Whiteliall and 8t. Jolns ; though we have s
no handbill of any sart or wmlverlisement in o
newspaper, from wiich we conld leara she regoly
days ol the boats leaving either plice.

1'he Frankliv is still commanded by the gallan
Admiral of the lake, R, W, 8lierman, and lieside
Leing one of the mwst popular, hag been one ufih
wmost fortonate steamers on the American waers
Sha basn low pressure engine from Alkaire'sesol-
lishment 3 and has innde her passages daily hr
seven vears 3 duving which lime she e nove
lnst a Wipynor met with an aceident norhad 3 mn
injured on board.  Her presagesduring ns peried
vumbier more than 1500, It is seperfluous to say

one word in ecommetiintion ef Com. Shenan;
his praise i3 in the month of homireds who i
made the Tshienable wor of the lakes and tht
Canmitus.  We know not whether hehe singles
marrieit 3 but the ladies are captivated winh li
trbanity aud politeness, and the matier el his pres
ant engagement must be kept & mofimnd seciel.

The Phaaix iz a Grst rate boar, beilt underil
direetion of Ragrington, of the Cagle Hotel, Bufe
fo, one ol the tiree most prineely fandlords in th
conntry.  Itis fitted np in fiest rate siyle, and o
futnish every thing for the eomfortand grictification
of the passangers; bul bas had the il luck to lost
lier fermer commander, our fricnd Lathrop, Re-
posLsays, however, that in the pevson of Capt
an Lyun, the poblie bave as nearly a fac sinih
ol his predecessor as conlil easily he fonnd.

Newspaper account at start of the 1835 steamboat season on Lake Champlain. It mentions daily
service from St. Johns to Whitehall utilizing two steamboats, the Franklin and the Phoenix.






