HupsoON RIVER MAIL

Route Agent Service, 1842/1845 U.S. Express Mail

After the lowering of postal rates on 1 July 1845, additional sets of handstamps with
rating numerals were used by most route agents. The different forms of the rate
handstamps are useful in differentiating markings associated with a given agent.
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30 September 1842 northbound use from New York to Albany, NY
type 2A route agent postmark illustrating the “K” of “York” close to the “S”
the earliest reported use of the N. York Express Mail marking and the earliest known of any steamboat
route agent marking in the United States

Type 2A (used by agent A)
("K' of "YORK" close to the "S")
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25 October 18485 northbound use from New York to Waterville, NY
type 2A route agent postmark with numeral "$" rate handstamp



HupsoON RIVER MAIL

Route Agent Service, 1846 U.S. Express Mail

The U. S. Express mail markings used by agent "B" and his successor agents are shown below.
The town names at top are placed further away from the word above. Note that on the pair of
letters below the same handstamp was used for the rate. This confirms that both of the
postmarks were applied by the same agent {agent B).

Types 1B & 2B
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1846 uses southbound Albany to New York and northbound from New York to Mohawk
type A and B route agent postmarks with identical numeral "5" rate handstamps



HupsoON RIVER MAIL

Route Agent Service, 1847 Hudson Riv. Mail NY.

For the1847 season, the two route agents serving on the Hudson River steamboats were
supplied with new postal devices with "HUDSON RIV. MATL N.Y." text. The type 3A
device has the letters "HUD" evenly spaced while the type 3B device has the "U" closer to
the "H." The agents serving the route during the 1847 to 1849 seasons were: Jacob Clark
who was replaced by Provost Vesey on May 21, 1850 and Solomon Brown.

:; w . 4 June 1847 New York City
;‘*‘flj , to Canterbury, NY
Type 3A postmark
;_- c small numeral "§" rate
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14 June 1847 New York City to Rhinebeck, NY
type 3A route agent postmark and larger numeral "5" rate handstamp



Route Agent Service, 1849 / 1848

HupsoON RIVER MAIL
Hudson Riv, Mail N.Y.

Type 3A postmarks used in 1848 and 1849 seasons.

14 July 1849 New York City to Albany
type 3A postmark, large numeral "5" rate handstamp
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15 September 1848 double weight letter to Dunkirk, NY
type 3A postmark, numeral "10" due rate handstamp






