HupsoON RIVER MAIL

New York, 1814 Steam Boat

Early Steamboat Post Office Entry

This earliest manuscript "Steam Boat”
marking used at New York City is
known in two examples. Both are 1814
uses and were treated as ship letters.

ca. 1814 Poughkeepsie, NY, via New York City, to Fort Richmond, Staten Island
entered US mails at New York as a steamboat letter with manuscript "Steam Boat"
red manuscript 6¢ due as ship rate for port of entry delivery
two known examples used in 1814

The 1814 advertisement at left lists the three
Hudson River steamboats in operation during

the 1814 season, The Paragon, the Car of

e S AN - hids P Neptune, and the North River.
"“".‘!3'?&- R U8 a ':'-lt%| Q‘."‘y? '.'-IH.‘_ :
Hudson River Steam-Boats. i
SR i At this date near the end of the War of 1812, a
For the information of the Public, n yrrieli rhilt was f n a8
The Parasos, Capt. \Visu'uli, will leave Wew- you g Cornelius Vande b t ?“ CIry g gOL d‘
anl'cv\.vr'y Satwiduy afternoon, at § o’elock. between the dock at Fort RJChnlOIld, Staten
The Can o Neervwse, Cunt, Roorbach, will -
leave LNew-Yurk every 'ltueai ay al'l;-ru:ml, at § Island, and New York Clt}’ The letter—paper has
o’clock. o

SN N .- 1
The Nowrn Rivew, Capt. Bartholomew, will a patriotic "eagle and shield" watermark.

Ieave New-York every Thursday afiemnvon, at §
o’clock.

PFC
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New York, 1823 Earliest STEAM BOAT

The Post Office Act of 3 March 1823 formally established that all waters on which steamboats regularly pass
from port to port, including coastal waterways, were to be considered post roads. Immediately following the
1823 Act, Postmaster General Meigs issued instructions that specified how to handle mails received from
steamboats, referencing and reinforcing the importance of enforcing the provisions set forth in the 1815 Act.
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13 May 1823 Albany to New York City
entered mails at New York with their “STEAM BOAT” handstamp, 1214¢ postage due
the earliest reported use of any steamboat handstamp in the United States
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C ) BYTTHEMAIGST T
Cfitr!elshn, Nt;y G—The follewins letite has!

beews received: by the Post Master_ ol this city,
[roos the  Post Master General : ° . i
o Genéral Fost Office, March 4, 1833,

Sin—The public baving made srrangements
for ftramumitting carrespiondence “along the fea
‘cost, s well ap through the coantry, at grent
expense, found itsell wloaser op that accouit,
in tuhseguence of the uuoigroun establishients
sf pleamn boats. _ e 4

To prevant thase [osses and to subject all let-
teia and packeis of fetten conveynl by steam
boats, 1o (ha regolar pastage, Congress, by ab act;
pussed oo the 3d inak. have eatablished ull rontes.
un which these bosts pass, an pont roada.

-You will theeefare charge all leciers which ynu
receive or send by sheam baats, with postage ac-
carding tu the distanen they ara canveysd, at the
-same sale as il sent through the: mail by land,

“the accpunt of steaw Doat letiars should be
kept by iteell, and mray be'kept on the commna !
blanke For sbip lettare received, merely substi- |
twting the words * steam beat,’ lvc ship.

Bt 13 important particulasly o ecceunt of the
atale of the receigits and expenditurer of the de-
partment, that the act of Rab. 27, 1815, be duiy
enférced aud carried ioto effect, (ste pages' 23,
and 34 of the Post Office lawa) sod | Eu: U
wifl wok fzil* to prosecate should the law be vig-
lated.” Youri, respectiylly,

i
3

HETURNM ). MFIGS, .
" Post Master Gewaral. -

This 4 March 1823 circular from the General
Post Office was published in Charleston, SC on
6 May. It states in part:

... {Congress have] established all routes on
which those boats [steamboats] pass as post
routes. You will therefore charge all letters
which you receive or send by steam boats, with
postage according to the distance they are
conveyed, at the same rates as if sent through
the mail by land. The account of steam boat
letters should be kept by itself.

Handstamp steamboat markings began to be
used almost immediately after the 1823 Act.
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New York, 1830 / 1828

STEAM BOAT
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25 August 1830 Schenectady, NY, privately carried to Albany, then to New York City
"to be put in the letter box of the Steam Boat (New) Philadelphia” endorsement
entered the mails at New York with their "STEAM BOAT" handstamp, 12%¢ postage due

Letter mentions: I have this day sent onboard the Steam Boat Philadelphia, Capt. George E. Seymour,
two baskets of plums for my daughter on Cowneck, Long Island. Immediately on receipt hereof I will
thank you to send for them, onboard the Philadelphia, and hand them over to Mr Schenck, the owner

and driver of the Hemp

stead Harbor Stage which leaves New York tomorrow ...

S May 1828 Albany double letter to New York City

entered the mails at New York with their "STEAM BOAT" handstamp, 25¢ postage due
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New York, 1830 / 1833 STEAM BOAT

A larger "STEAM BOAT" handstamp was introduced in 1833. Like the earlier marking, it is also
known used on mail received from coastal steamers on Long Island Sound.

STEAM BOAT

STEAM BOAT
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11 April 1833 Albany to New York City
entered the mails at New York with their "STEAM BOAT" handstamp, 12%¢ postage due

16 May 1836 Albany to New York City, free frank of Edward Mack, Postmaster of Ithaca, NY
entered the mails at New York with their 'STEAM BOAT" handstamp and manuscript "f' (ree)



New York, 1850s
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STEAM BOAT

The larger "STEAM BOAT" handstamp, struck in black, continued to be used well into the
1860s. Postal stationery was issued in 1853 to assist in the collection of postage on private mails.

STEAM BOAT
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1855 Hudson, NY to New York City, prepaid 3¢ 1851 issue (yellow rose red, pos 17L4)

entered the mails at New York with their "STEAM BOAT" handstamp

ca. 1855 Troy to New York City, prepaid 3¢postal entire
entered the mails at New York with their "STEAM BOAT" handstamp



Catskill, ca. 1819
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Catskill Boat
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ca. 1819 Albany to Catskill, a turned cover that enclosed multiple letters for triple 10¢ rate

entered mails at Catskill with their manuscript "Boat" and 30¢ due
cover had been turned by addressee, Peter Beekman of Albany
the only reported Catskill "Boat” entry marking

Law Agent’s Notice. |

1at. 'The gentlemen of the law will furgish their
agent, the suhscriber, with money to pay their
postrge, otherwise their leiters wall be left unopen-
ed and unaltended to, with tha post master in thia
cily.

%d. They will also wrile {heirnames on the out-
sido of their litters, so that the agent may know
whzther ke has heen furmshed with means for the
above purpose.

To Post Masters.

3d, Post masters will he carzful to take post-
age sulficient for all letters delivered o them
for the subscriber, 507 as not to have tl-n_:t:p in-
spected in this offie, or weighed, and additional
postage therecon added, as the ageat will not re-
ceive Lthem where any postage is 1o pay, athhe
post moater in Albany will be compelled to dispase
of them as he is directed by law,

PETER Dw. BEEKEMAN,

N, B. A totter arrived nt the posteoflice on Sun-
day evening last, said by the clerks in the office
to have come by tne steam boat. It has no post
office mark—the postage, Joz. $2 22. It 1 dis
rected to ¢ Peter Dowe Beeliman, Esq? Albany
The genileman that has sent ity will be pleased to
send money, to enahle the agent to talre it out,
usnocredit is allawed at the post office in this city,

(7 I!rintera thraughout the state, willdoubtless
confer a particutar favoron their law customers by
inserting the nhave notice in their respective news-

apers.
Albany, Nov. 10, 1819, N13 dézel
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The interior use is addressed to Beekman at Albany.
He submitted the "Law Agent's Notice" shown at left
to the Albany Gazette, in 1819. It complains of letters
received by steamboat, with no sender indication, sent
with excessive amounts of p ostage due.



HupsoON RIVER MAIL

Kingston, 1835 / 1840 STEAM BOAT / St. Boat

Kingston, New York used several handstamped markings on mail arriving from steamboats
prior to 1850. Manuscript markings are known used concurrently.

23 November 1835 New York City to Kingston, "STEAM BOAT" handstamp, not rated
two reported examples of this handstamp
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3 July 1840 New York City to Greenkill, Kingston, NY
entered mails at Kingston with their manuscript "St Boat” and 12%4¢ due rate (80 to 150 miles)
four reported examples of the Kingston "St Boat” entry marking
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Kingston, 1837 / 1839 S. BOAT

S.BOAT-

13 July 1837 New York City, via Kingston, to Rondout, NY
entered the mails at Kingston with their "S. BOAT." short (2mm) handstamp, 12%4¢ due rate
two reported examples of this handstamp
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4 May 1839 New York City to Kingston, NY
entered the mails at Kingston with their "S. BOAT" taller (3mm) handstamp, 12%4¢ due rate
fewer than five reported examples of this handstamp
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Kingston, 1842 S.BOAT / STEAM

Q& TMAT

S.BOAT
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27 April 1842 New York City to Kingston, NY
entered the mails at Kingston with their "S. BOAT" taller (3mm) handstamp, 12%2¢ due rate
fewer than five reported examples of this handstamp

STEAM AR D) ey

14 May 1846 New York City to Kingston, NY
entered the mails at Kingston with their "STEAM" handstamp, 5¢ due rate
two reported examples of this handstamp
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Poughkeepsie, 1839 Poughkeepsie SB

18 May 1839 New York City, via Poughkeepsie, to Kingston, NY
entered mails at Poughkeepsie with their manuscript "SB" and 12%¢ due rate (80 to 150 miles)
paid at Kingston with "Ch" charge box notation at foot and 12% inked out
forwarded to Cohoes, NY with additional 10¢ due (30 to 80 miles)
fewer than four reported examples of the Poughkeepsie "SB” entry marking

10 SECTION |
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Poughkeepsie, located on the
east side of the river, is
approximately 16 miles south
of Kingston, which is on the
west shoreline.
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Troy, 1842 STEAM BOAT

Prior to the introduction of the boxed "TROY & NEW YORK STEAM BOAT"
marking in late 1848, Troy used two different handstamped markings on mail
arriving from steamboats. No manuscript markings are reported.

STEAMBOAT

31 July 1842 West Point, NY, via Troy, to Albany
entered the mails at Troy with their "STEAMBOAT" handstamp, a postmark and 12Y4¢ due rate
carried on the Morning Line steamboat Albany
fewer than five reported examples of this handstamp

MORNING LINE FOR ALBANY,TROY,
AND INTERMEDIATE LANDINGS.

From the Steamboal Pier, fool of Barclay strest.

The new low pressurt. steamboat TROY,
ﬁcapuin Gorham, TUESDAY MORNING,
August 24, a1 7 o'clock. .

The low pressure steamboat ALBANY, Captain J. G.
Jenkins, MONDAY MORNING, August 18,817 o'clock.

Forp:nlmgm apyply atthe Office,foot of Barclay street,or
an ward.

Notice—AlN goods. freight, basiage, bank hills, specis,
ar sny ather kind of property, taken, shipped, or puton
board this boet, must be at the tisk of the awners of such
goals, freight, baggage, ke, jy.'f_(L

30 July 1842 advertisement listing departure of the
steamboat Albany from New York to Troy with
intermediate stops which included West Point.
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Troy, 1840 to 1843

STEAM

1 January 1840 Troy to New York City, contract mail use from Troy
Troy postmark, "PAID" handstamp and their "STEAM" handstamp all struck in very dark green
18%4¢ due rate, apparently the "STEAM" handstamp was here used inadvertently on contract mail
only reported example of this handstamp in dark green
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3 November 1845 New York City to Troy
entered the mails at Troy with their "STEAMBOAT" handstamp (as above example but in blue)
manuscript 7¢ due rate, 5¢ rate for under 300 miles but with a 2¢ fee added

STEAM



Troy, 1847 - 1848
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STEAM

fee has not been found.

Postal practices in Troy through at least the first half of 1842 conformed to the “origin to
destination” land rate law. The covers on this page (and the bottom cover on the preceding page)
show that the Troy postmaster began adding a two cent fee to the postage received from
steamboats for transmission as well as for office of entry delivery. An authorization for adding the

5 A
c/ﬁ???

a/,m,, @@/M

by

e,

13 November 1847 New York City to Troy

entered the mails at Troy with "STEAM" and due 7¢ handstamp, rate includes 2¢ fee

‘%ﬂff -

30 March 1848 New York City, via Troy, to Norwalk, OH
entered the mails at Troy with "STEAM" and due 7¢ handstamp corrected to 12¢
rate includes 10¢ distance postage for over 300 miles plus 2¢ fee



Troy, 1850 / 1849 / 1851
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TROY & NEW YORK STEAM BOAT

additional two cents fee charged as postage due.

The domestic uses presented here entered the mails at Troy with the boxed “TROY & NEW
YORK STEAM BOAT” handstamp, which was introduced in late 1848. Each shows an

TROY& NEW YORK
STEAM BOAT
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(top letter) 3 July 1850 New York City to Troy, with due 7¢ handstamp
bottom letter) 1849 New York City, via Troy, to Ravenna, OH, with manuscript due 12¢ rate
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19 June 1851 letter addressed to Schenectady, prepaid with 5¢ 1847 issue stamp
entered the mails at Troy with "TROY & NEW YORK STEAM BOAT" and due 2¢ handstamps
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Troy, 1850 / 1851 TROY & NEW YORK STEAM BOAT

The uses to Canada shown here were not charged the additional 2¢ fee, perhaps because of
the foreign destination.

PFC

2 September 1850 New York City, via Troy, to Montreal, Canada, prepaid double 10¢ rate by pair 1847 stamp
entered the mails at Troy with "TROY & NEW YORK STEAM BOAT" handstamp, no fee charged
one of the two reported examples of the ten cents 1847 issue with this marking, this being the only
example bearing a pair

PFC
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7 April 1851 New York City, via Troy, to Quebec, Canada, prepaid 10¢ 1847 issue stamp
entered the mails at Troy with "TROY & NEW YORK STEAM BOAT" handstamp, no fee charged
9 April 1851 Montreal exchange office transit
the second of the two reported examples of the ten cents 1847 issue with this marking
second day Treaty use to Canada



Route Agent Service, 1842
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U.S. Express Mail

Route agent service on the Hudson River steamboats began in August 1842, Two agents
(arbitrarily labeled A and B) were assigned to the route. Each was supplied with two
postmarks, one for use on southbound mail with "ALBANY" at the top, and one with "N.
YORK" at the top for use on northbound mail. The two sets of postmarks can be identified
by minor ditferences resulting in types 1A and B and types 2A and B.
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Type LA (used by agent A)
("Y" of "ALBANY" near"S")

20 November 1842 southbound use from Albany to New York City
type 1A route agent postmark and manuscript 12%¢ due
the earliest reported use of the Albany Express Mail marking

4 Post Orrick, New Vaork, July 15, 1832,
UNITRDSTATES RXPRESS MALL BE-
TWEEN NEW YORK, ALBANY AND BUFFALO.—
The Postmaster Genersl, with o view to the accammuila.
tion of the public, nnd o incrensed despatch amd seeurity,
has established an Express Mail, to expedite which,mes-
sengers will boemployed under the immediate superintend-
ence of Mr. F. Jrnome Humrnnry, for carrying the Mails
between this City, Albany, ond Builale and the intermediate
Maces, (including T'roy) with dircctions to causethe de.
ivery nt theenrliest possible timo,

Lettters will be recrived eu hoard the 5 o'clock steam-
Thoats, which carry the Mails to Albany, ‘Iroy, ond interme-
diste ploces, from 4§ o'clock, . M, until the time of depar-
ture, during which lime postage can be puld,

Letters wili aleo be received on hoard the hoat carrying
the Msil direct to Albany, which lenves ot 7 o'clock P M.,
from 6] o'clock, I'. M. until the time of departnre,a letter
box being placed on Loard said Loul, under the lock of the
depariment.

Tha Messengers will go through lo Buffilo, and aroin-
structed to exert the greatest dhiligenee in the performance
of these duties, The arrangement will commenceon the
20th instant. -

After the 20th instant.Ietters by the 5 o'clock steam hoat
will be received at thisoffice up to 4 o’clock, 1% M, and let.
ters for the 7 o’clock boat until Go’clock, . M. :

Jjrisawis JOUN LORIMER GRAHAM,T. M,

- P " —— o

July 1842 New York Post Office
newspaper notice announcing the
first Express Mail Service with
messengers (route agents) onboard
steamboats between New York,
Albany and Troy and onward to
Buffalo. Notice mentions "letters
will be received onboard" as well as
"(for 30 minutes prior to departure)
a letter box being placed on board
said boat, under the lock of the
department”.



