HupsoON RIVER MAIL

New York, 1814 Steam Boat

Early Steamboat Post Office Entry

This earliest manuscript "Steam Boat”
marking used at New York City is
known in two examples. Both are 1814
uses and were treated as ship letters.

ca. 1814 Poughkeepsie, NY, via New York City, to Fort Richmond, Staten Island
entered US mails at New York as a steamboat letter with manuscript "Steam Boat"
red manuscript 6¢ due as ship rate for port of entry delivery
two known examples used in 1814

The 1814 advertisement at left lists the three
Hudson River steamboats in operation during

the 1814 season, The Paragon, the Car of

e S AN - hids P Neptune, and the North River.
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Hudson River Steam-Boats. i
SR i At this date near the end of the War of 1812, a
For the information of the Public, n yrrieli rhilt was f n a8
The Parasos, Capt. \Visu'uli, will leave Wew- you g Cornelius Vande b t ?“ CIry g gOL d‘
anl'cv\.vr'y Satwiduy afternoon, at § o’elock. between the dock at Fort RJChnlOIld, Staten
The Can o Neervwse, Cunt, Roorbach, will -
leave LNew-Yurk every 'ltueai ay al'l;-ru:ml, at § Island, and New York Clt}’ The letter—paper has
o’clock. o
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The Nowrn Rivew, Capt. Bartholomew, will a patriotic "eagle and shield" watermark.

Ieave New-York every Thursday afiemnvon, at §
o’clock.
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New York, 1823 Earliest STEAM BOAT

The Post Office Act of 3 March 1823 formally established that all waters on which steamboats regularly pass
from port to port, including coastal waterways, were to be considered post roads. Immediately following the
1823 Act, Postmaster General Meigs issued instructions that specified how to handle mails received from
steamboats, referencing and reinforcing the importance of enforcing the provisions set forth in the 1815 Act.

STEAM BOAT

oy 7 L 2
) e /‘}%‘5"%"",, Necr
/ .

v

?M;%Q

13 May 1823 Albany to New York City
entered mails at New York with their “STEAM BOAT” handstamp, 1214¢ postage due
the earliest reported use of any steamboat handstamp in the United States

[

C ) BYTTHEMAIGST T
Cfitr!elshn, Nt;y G—The follewins letite has!

beews received: by the Post Master_ ol this city,
[roos the  Post Master General : ° . i
o Genéral Fost Office, March 4, 1833,

Sin—The public baving made srrangements
for ftramumitting carrespiondence “along the fea
‘cost, s well ap through the coantry, at grent
expense, found itsell wloaser op that accouit,
in tuhseguence of the uuoigroun establishients
sf pleamn boats. _ e 4

To prevant thase [osses and to subject all let-
teia and packeis of fetten conveynl by steam
boats, 1o (ha regolar pastage, Congress, by ab act;
pussed oo the 3d inak. have eatablished ull rontes.
un which these bosts pass, an pont roada.

-You will theeefare charge all leciers which ynu
receive or send by sheam baats, with postage ac-
carding tu the distanen they ara canveysd, at the
-same sale as il sent through the: mail by land,

“the accpunt of steaw Doat letiars should be
kept by iteell, and mray be'kept on the commna !
blanke For sbip lettare received, merely substi- |
twting the words * steam beat,’ lvc ship.

Bt 13 important particulasly o ecceunt of the
atale of the receigits and expenditurer of the de-
partment, that the act of Rab. 27, 1815, be duiy
enférced aud carried ioto effect, (ste pages' 23,
and 34 of the Post Office lawa) sod | Eu: U
wifl wok fzil* to prosecate should the law be vig-
lated.” Youri, respectiylly,

i
3

HETURNM ). MFIGS, .
" Post Master Gewaral. -

This 4 March 1823 circular from the General
Post Office was published in Charleston, SC on
6 May. It states in part:

... {Congress have] established all routes on
which those boats [steamboats] pass as post
routes. You will therefore charge all letters
which you receive or send by steam boats, with
postage according to the distance they are
conveyed, at the same rates as if sent through
the mail by land. The account of steam boat
letters should be kept by itself.

Handstamp steamboat markings began to be
used almost immediately after the 1823 Act.
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New York, 1830 / 1828

STEAM BOAT
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25 August 1830 Schenectady, NY, privately carried to Albany, then to New York City
"to be put in the letter box of the Steam Boat (New) Philadelphia” endorsement
entered the mails at New York with their "STEAM BOAT" handstamp, 12%¢ postage due

Letter mentions: I have this day sent onboard the Steam Boat Philadelphia, Capt. George E. Seymour,
two baskets of plums for my daughter on Cowneck, Long Island. Immediately on receipt hereof I will
thank you to send for them, onboard the Philadelphia, and hand them over to Mr Schenck, the owner

and driver of the Hemp

stead Harbor Stage which leaves New York tomorrow ...

S May 1828 Albany double letter to New York City

entered the mails at New York with their "STEAM BOAT" handstamp, 25¢ postage due
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New York, 1830 / 1833 STEAM BOAT

A larger "STEAM BOAT" handstamp was introduced in 1833. Like the earlier marking, it is also
known used on mail received from coastal steamers on Long Island Sound.

STEAM BOAT
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11 April 1833 Albany to New York City
entered the mails at New York with their "STEAM BOAT" handstamp, 12%¢ postage due

16 May 1836 Albany to New York City, free frank of Edward Mack, Postmaster of Ithaca, NY
entered the mails at New York with their 'STEAM BOAT" handstamp and manuscript "f' (ree)






