California Express Companies Delivery to and from California Mines

Rhodes Express

Delivered to the mail in Sacramento; the post office delivered to Delavan WI. Stamps dull red type I.

Occasionally a letter would be carried by two different express companies on the way
to the addressee. These uses are known as conjunctive uses.

Adams & Co. Express
Cram, Rogers & Co. Express
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January 1855 Conjunctive Express Use cover from Petaluma to Weaverville CA. Adams & Co. picked up

the letter in Petaluma, applied the handstamp in upper right and ‘PAID’ marking. Adams carried it to

Shasta and passed to Cram, Rogers. Cram, Rogers applied the handstamp canceling the stamps and
carried to Weaverville. The letter was not handled by the US Post Office. One cent stamps type IV.



gSection Four: Speeding Movement of the Mail Ship Letters
1 Waterways and Railroads Captain's Fee Paid with Stamps

During this period the Post Office Department, motivated by the need to move mail faster and more reliably,
increased the use of ships and railroads. This was particularly important as the country continued to expand
westward. To speed delivery, letters were often given directly to a ship’s captain or a route agent.

Ship Letters were individual letters given to the captain of a ship without a contract to carry bagged
mail. If the ship was United States owned the captain was given 2 cents per letter delivered to the
post office. The 2 cent ship fee could be prepaid with stamps or collected from the recipient.

Ship fee paid by sender with stamps
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The letter was delivered to the captain of a ship headed to Baltimore. In Baltimore the letter
entered the mail and was delivered to West Gouldsborough ME. The 5 cent stamp paid the
ship fee of 2 cents and the 3 cents for a letter under 3,000 miles.

Ship Captain’s fee paid by recipient
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Double weight cover to Jacksonville FL. The letter was delivered to the captain of the Chesapeake Steamer Hugh
Jenkins as a loose letter. At Baltimore the ship’s captain delivered it to the post office and received 2 cents ship fee
and the letter was marked ‘Due 2’ in manuscript.

All stamps are type IV. Under the left strip manuscript ‘per Steamer Hugh Jenkins'. Positions 73-75 and 48-50R1"







