Postal Markings and Uses

Precancels

Stamps that are canceled or killed prior to being applied to a letter or circular and usually prior to
being taken to the post office are known as precanceled stamps. This practice was first used in
volume with the issue of 1851, most often on circulars and newspapers.

Pair of 1 cent type IV stamps on wrapper with ‘PAID’ and

‘paid’ precancels used to mail a newspaper, the 2 February 1857
American Eagle, to a subscriber. This piece is the discovery copy
that proved the source of these precancels is Cleveland OH.

The font used matches that used to print the newspaper. They

probably printed a sheet at a time on their press.
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Cover from Kimberton PA
to West Chester PA. Stamp
precanceled with pen. The
stamp contains part of the
stamp below it which shows
the precancel lines extending
to the additional stamps.

Stamp is yellow rose red.




Postal Markings and Uses Forwarded Letters
Forwarded by the Post Office

Letters that were forwarded to a different post office, due to the recipient’s needs, were charged
the same rate as if the mail originated at the forwarding post office. If it was a post office error no
additional fee was charge. During part of the period forwarding with a stamp saved 2 cents.

Forwarded Free

December 1856 drop letter
to sitting congressman,
forwarded free to
Washington DC.

‘Circular’ in upper left
corner but envelope sealed;
addressed to town of origin

thus a drop letter.

Twice forwarded paid with stamps.
Three orange brown stamps from
three different plates.

Folded address sheet from Halifax
NC to Baltimore MD. It was
forwarded to Norfolk VA and then
to Edenton NC.

Positions 61R%, 72R1! and 27L2°







