One Cent Stamp

Plate Three

Type Il

With the increased demand for stamps and the badly flawed plate 2, plate 3 was produced in the spring of 1856 and
plate 4 in early 1857. Imperforate stamps from plates 3 and 4 were printed for a short time before the post office
department started perforating stamps. All plate 3 stamps are type |l and the plate was not used for perforated

stamps. Plate 3 was taken out of service before plate 4 was made. Plate 4 used a new transfer roll with wider spacing.

Unused OG.
Position 313

Right stamp double transfer.
Position 89-9oR3

Prussian blue stamp

Mottled impression.
Position 46L3

Unused.
Double transfer.
Position 30R3
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Curl over ‘C’ of cents’.
Position 23R3

October 1856 unsealed folded circular from New York City to Richmond VA. Position 4113
One of two recorded plate 3 stamps on cover showing part of the imprint.



One Cent Stamp

Plate Three

Type Il

asinaiiey

e

& > 7 4

— ,,".
3 o - :
Coieiis eve

g

i

Straddle pair. Right side
shows small part of 81R3.
Position gol3

Folded address sheet boot-legged from Cuba entering the mail in New York City as a drop letter.
Position 21R3 One of two recorded copies on cover from plate 3 showing center line.

Many of the stamps of plate 3 show fine cracks that look similar to scratches that most likely
occurred during manufacturing. While the cracks may have reduced the life of the plate, the
sudden withdrawal of the plate from service was most likely from some other failure.

Left edge surface cracks.
New York integral ‘PAID’
datestamp. Position 3113

Image processed to
show surface cracks

0.8x

Light surface cracks. ‘The Warner Strip’.

Forked lightning crack.
Significant mottling.
Position 3313

Positions 97-99L3

‘Big’ crack.
Position 8R3






