The United States Imperforate Issues of 1851 - 1856 and
Their Importance in an Expanding Postal System

Purpose: A comprehensive study of the five imperforate stamps issued between
1851 and 1856. It also shows a diverse range of uses including how the stamps were
treated by the post office, the innovative uses patrons found for the mails and how
the post office addressed their needs in a period of profound change in the country.

History
The 1851-1856 period coincides with the dawn of the postal age, in which society’s access to long-
distance communication through the mails was expanded and made less costly. It was marked by
extensive westward migration, with many families becoming separated by long distances. Commerce
was growing, and the importance of reliable and fast mail service became essential to business. For
individuals, receiving mail became commonplace. Therefore, moving mail efficiently and reliably was
critical. The number of post offices almost doubled, with a large number of new offices established
in the West, and a growing network of transportation routes served the postal system. During this
period, using stamps on letters became the norm, increasing by a factor of more than s5o.

The 1851-1856 Imperforate Issues were a significant part of these historical changes. The reduction of
rates in 1851 and growing demand for postage necessitated the production of a new set of stamps to
replace the first 1847 Issue. Six years after the 1845 postal reform lowered U.S. postage rates, the Act of
3 March 1851 further reduced rates, effective 1 July. The new basic letter rate was 3¢ per half-ounce up
to 3,000 miles and 6¢ over 3,000 miles. The city drop-letter rate and postage on printed matter were
also reduced. To give the public an incentive to prepay postage and use stamps, unpaid letters were
charged 5¢ and 10¢, a 67% premium over the prepaid 3¢ and 6¢ rates. In April 1855 the rate for over
3,000 was increased to 10¢, and prepayment was made compulsory on domestic mail.

Production

Three stamps wereissued in 1851: 1¢, 3¢, and 12¢ values. The 10¢ was issued in 1855, and the 5¢ followed
in 1856. The stamps were engraved and produced by the firm of Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co.
Sheets were printed from steel plates of 200 stamps, consisting of two side-by-side panes of 100. The
original issue was imperforate. In 1857 stamps were produced with perforations for separation. The
stamps were valid for postage from 1 July 1851 until the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861. During this
period, stamp production increased from a few million to over one hundred million per year. The 1¢
and 3¢ stamps were the work horses of the issue, while the 12¢ stamp was used less frequently. The 5¢
and 10¢ stamps were issued imperforate only for a brief period of one or two years before perforation
was introduced, thus they are scarcer in imperforate form.

Exhibit Organization

Section One: Archival & Production Section Four: Speeding the mails

Essays and proofs followed by stamps in the order they Transportation taking advantage of new technology to
were issued. Major types, varieties, color variations and move mail faster and more efficiently.

typical or intended postal uses.

Section Two: Domestic Rates & Postal Markings Section Five: International Mail

Letter and printed matter rates, uses from territories, Mail to international locations meeting business and
fancy cancels, forwarded, registered and illustrated covers. private needs.

Section Three: Carriers, Locals & Express Co. Section Six: Prolog

Shows local delivery both by the post office and by local Application of official perforations and, due to the Civil
private companies including western expresses. War, the demonetization of the stamps.

Items accompanied by certificates from expert committees are indicated with a lower case ‘e’ on right side.
Items of exceptional importance that may not standout are framed in red. Single items on a page while meeting
this criteria are not framed in red. Blue text is used for population information and to indicate important items.



mSection One: Archival & Production Essays and Proofs
EArchivaI Material 1 Cent Design

To allow prepayment as provided by the Act of March 3, 1851, Postmaster General Hall authorized
the issuance of three stamps: 1, 3 and 12 cent values. Later 5 cent and 10 cent stamps were added.
This section shows essays, proofs and major types and varieties of production stamps. The
stamps were produced by Toppan, Carpenter, Casilear & Co.

e

Black trial color plate Die proof. Complete design
proof on stamp paper. and showing two dots below
Position 87L1* the ‘C’ of ‘CENT".
Only recorded plate Most likely created from the
proof from plate 1*. original die.

One of five recorded.

Blue die proof on card.
Only recorded in blue.

The Franklin design was originally considered for a 6 cent
stamp. This value was considered and then changed to
the 1 cent value. This essay shows the complete design.

Black die proof on card.

Left side of the colorless oval frame shows small
dot most likely added as die returned to the Post
Office Department.

One of three recorded in black.



Archival Material Essays and Proofs

3 and 5 Cent Designs

Side by side working essays with nearly
complete tessellated work in the frames.
1 of 2 recorded. Second example with
vignette in right frame.
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Die essay on India paper showing Plate proof on India. Black trial color plate
adopted except lathe work Position 97R4. proof on wove paper.
impinges on colorless oval. Shows From a sheet prepared Position 17R4
layout lines. to use as a guide for the One of three recorded
perforating machine with ruled lines.
purchased in 1857.

e
Black trial color plate Deep red brown trial Deep orange trial
proof on wove paper. color plate proof on color plate proof on

One of three recorded. Wove paper. wove paper.




Archival Material Essays and Proofs
10 and 12 Cent Designs
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Progressive large die proof Black die trial color proof on Progressive large die proof
on India paper. India paper. on India paper.

‘U S POSTAGE’ in pencil.

Only recorded example of
this die proof.
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Large die proof on India Black plate proof on
paper cut down to stamp size. wove paper with black

ruled lines on card.

Incomplete Essay Black die proof with
Adopted design without ruled lines on card.
small vertical equilateral

crosses in center rows of
diamond networks, top,
sides and bottom.



One Cent Stamp Plate One Early
Used in July 1851

Type |

The 1 cent stamp was issued to satisfy the drop and printed matter rates and, secondary, the
under 3,000 mile letter rates. It was also required to make up some international rates and

it was used for carrier delivery and way fees. Plate one in the early state was used from 1 July
1851 until the middle of 1852.

The imperforate 1 cent stamp was printed from four different plates. Plate one had two
states, early and late. Of the 1,000 positions, only one position, 7R1E, from the top row of the
early state of plate one shows the most complete intended design and is identified as a type
| stamp. All the other positions have a greater part of the design missing.

The stamp shows a double transfer.

5 July 1851 letter from Richmond VA to New York four days after issue of the 1 cent stamp.
The stamps are positions 7-gRiE. All three of these stamps show a double transfer.
Earliest recorded use of an 1851 type | stamp.
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