Section Three Overpaid Drop Rate & Circular Rate

During the 1847 period post‘;ge paid for delivery from one post office to another. A
letter deposited at the post office (“dropped”) and addressed for delivery at the same

post office was rated 2 cents, either prepaid or collect, which is called the ‘drop rate.’

November 1849 Baltimore drop letter. Stamp canceled with oval ‘2’ handstamp normally used for drop mail.
The letter is datelined Wrightsville PA, a small town north of Baltimore along the Susquehanna River.

Only recorded use of a 5 cent stamp paying the 3 cent circular rate

The circular rate was 3 cents for one sheet sent any distance. The circular had
to be both prepaid and unsealed. The regulations also stated that letter postage
would be charged on all circulars which contain any manuscript writing.

November 1849 unsealed circular from Albany to New York City.






