1867 U.S-G.B. Treaty, Philadelphia Exchange Office 1867-1868
British Contract Steamship

1867 Treaty, Effective 1 January 1868

Each country was responsible for its own packet contracts and would retain all postage, eliminating the dis-
1|nc1|on between British and American packets. The letter rate per V2 0z. was reduced to 12 cents in the U.S.,
6%in the U.K. The rate breakdown was 8 cents sea, 2 cents to each country for inland. The U.S. was enmled
to 3 cents for each letter transiting the U.K. from another country. Philadelphia remained an exchange office.

Prepaid 6 pence

Cunard Scotia :
Liverpool 20 June
New York 30 June

Phila. marked PAID ALL

12 days
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Glasgow, 19 June 1868

Official Mail

London marked
LONDON OFFICIAL PAID

Inman City of Paris :
Liverpool 15 July
New York 25 July

Philadelphia marked PAID ALL
12 days
Actual payment was probably

not made, but the letter would
have been accounted for.

Two incoming official mail
letters are reported

London, 14 July 1868



1867 U.S-G.B. Treaty, Philadelphia Exchange Office

1867-1868

American Contract Steamship

CHAS. SPENCER & CO.
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Prepaid 12 cents

Cunard Scotia
New York 12 May
Queenstown 21 May

London 22 May

11 days

4/30/69-5/11/69

two recorded

Philadelphia, 11 May 1869

Prepaid 12 cents

HAPAG Holsatia :
New York 26 October
Plymouth 4 November

London 5 November

11 days

‘ f n

Ba
LD
nw __
8/69-12/69 : - ":’*--x ;

Worn state

'wd@wm L Vo Eey

Wi,

//K/L //Z/&l/ cyg o

fﬂ}/L/’

Philadelphia, 26 October 1869



1867 U.S-G.B. Treaty, Philadelphia Exchange Office 1867-1868

American Contract Steamship

Prepaid 12 cents / éf _

Cunard Java : /
New York 18 November i -
Queenstown 27 November Vi -

London 28 November

13 days

3-27 Nov 68

five recorded

Philadelphia, 16 November 1868

Prepaid 12 cents

NGL Main :
New York 24 December
Southampton 3 January

Forwarded to Rome by
Brown & Shipley
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Received 8 January

17 days

Philadelphia, 23 December 1868
one recorded

In February 1868 Philadelphia began using hand-made fancy cancellation devices on letters outgoing from their Exchange Of-
fice. Most designs lasted only a month or two. In the ensuing years the Exchange office used a succession of purple, red and
orange inks for their date stamps. Although these colors made covers more attractive, they have no postal significance.






