1848 U.S.-G.B. Treaty, Pre Philadelphia Exchange Office

1849 - 1853

British Contract Steamship

Use of British Open Mail

Prepaid 5 cents to New York

Cunard Canada :
New York 17 October

LIverpool28 October

London applied
COLONIES &C. ART. 13

Paris rated 15 dec. due:

10 dec to G.B.
5 dec inland

14 days

used for eight days
4 recorded

Philadelphia, 16 October 1849
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Prepaid 5 cents to Boston

Cunard Europa :
Boston 19 December

Liverpool 30 December

London applied
COLONIES &C. ART. 13

Paris rated 15 dec. due:
10 dec to G.B.
5 decinland

used for six weeks
8 recorded

Philadelphia, 17 December 1849

The treaty permitted both countries the use of open mails to other countries with which they had postal agreements, and would

allow transmission of each others’ letters if they arrived free of charges



1848 U.S.-G.B. Treaty, Pre Philadelphia Exchange Office

1849 - 1853

American Contract Steamship
Use of British Open Mail

From Barbados via St. Thomas

St. Nicholas Abbey, 5 July 1851

From The Netherlands Via London

Prepaid 1/- for British packet
to New York

RMSPC Derwent
Barbados 14 July
St. Thomas 17 July

Cunard Merlin
St. Thomas 21 July
New York 30 July

New York rated
5 cents due for inland

Received 1 August

27 days

2iait7 v

16 CENTS
credit
markings
uncommon

Rotterdam, 24 December 1850

Prepaid 170 Duich cents (reverse) to the U.S. port; 1/4 credit to Great Britain for all transit fees

London marked PAID, 16/CENTS credit to the U.S. for American packet
Collins Line Atlantic : Liverpool 19 Dec, returned with broken shaft; Cunard Africa : Liverpool 1 Feb, New York 15 Feb

New York rated § cents due for inland postage

Received 15 February

54 days



1848 U.S.-G.B. Treaty, Pre Philadelphia Exchange Office 1849 - 1853

American Contract Steamship

Use of British Open Mail

From The Philippines Via Singapore & Marseilles

Manila, 22 January 1851

Carried to Singapore by forwarder A.L. Johnston, where sent unpaid in British mail on 7 February
P&O Pekinto Galle (15 February), Hindostan to Suez (4 March), Ripon to Malta (14 March)
Admiralty packet HMS Medusa to Marseilles (17 March)

London arrival 21 March, where rated 2/3 due: 1/5 packet rate, 10% French transit for ¥4 to % oz.
London converted 2/3 to a 54 cents debit to the U.S.

Collins Line Baltic : Liverpool 22 March, New York 3 April
New York rated 75 cents due: 54¢ debit, 16¢ American packet, 5¢ inland

Received 5 April 74 days
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1848 U.S.-G.B. Treaty, Pre Philadelphia Exchange Office 1849 - 1853
British Contract Steamship

Use of British Open Mail

To Schleswig-Holstein

e ' . Prepaid 5 cents to Boston
. 7 Cunard Asia : Boston 10 December
Liverpool 20 December

London debited Prussia 1/4 :
8d transatlantic
6d British transit
2d Belgian transit

Sent via Belgium: closed bag under the
Anglo-Prussian Convention of 1846

Aachen exchange office, 25 December

Marienstadt arrival unknown

Letter initially misrouted to St. Mary’s
in Elk County, Pennsylvania

Apary

Philadelphia, 8 December 1851

To Wurttemberg

Prepaid 5 cents to New York

Cunard America :
New York 17 March
Liverpool 29 March

Sent via France under terms of the 1852
amendment to the Anglo-French Conven-
tion of 1843

Paris applied American Packet postmark
in error

Wirttemberg rated 40 kreuzer due:
34 Kr to France for transit
6 Kr to Thurn & Taxis Post for inland

Philadelphia, 3 March 1852






