Act of 1845 1845 - 1851

British Contract Steamship

Cunard Adds New York As a British Packet Port

In January 1848 Cunard added New York as a second American terminus, after which sailings alternated be-
tween Boston and New York. Both west— and eastbound sailings called at Halifax for Canadian mails. By April
1848, sailing frequency had increased to weekly. By the winter of 1852-1852 service was year-round.

Inaugural Cunard Voyage to New York

Manchester, 31 December 1847
Prepaid 2/- for a letter weighing “2to 1 oz.

Cunard Cambria : Liverpool 1 January, New York 18 January
New York rated 7 cents due as single-weight ship letter: 2¢ ship, 5¢ to Philadelphia

19 days

New York ship-letter postmarks appear on Cunard covers for only six months in 1848 and two months in 1849, prior to 8 March
1849 New York arrival of the first Cunard steamer to sail under the United States - Great Britain postal convention.



Act of 1845

1845 - 1851

British Contract Steamship

Cunard’s Two Western Termini

Costlier via Boston

Prepaid 70 cents to Boston
single rate, >300 miles

Cunard Cambria :
Boston 1 November
Liverpool 15 November

London rated 1/~due
packet rate

18 days
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Philadelphia, 28 October 1847

Cheaper via New York

S

Philadelphia, 23 May 1848

Prepaid 5 cents to New York
single rate, <300 miles

Cunard Cambria :
New York 24 May
Liverpool 6 June

Liverpool rated 1/~ due
packet rate

15 days

Philadelphians could now pay five cents less for their letters to Great Britain by specifying a ship departing from New York.




Act of 1845 1845 - 1851
British Contract Steamship

Advent of American Packets

Insufficiently Paid for American Packet
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Philadelphia, 19 June 1848
Prepaid 5 cents to New York

Sender endorsed for American packet Hermann via Southampton, but paid only inland
postage, so the New York post office sent via Cunard steamer as an unpaid ship letter.

Cunard Acadia : New York 21 June, Liverpool 5 July
London rated 1/~ for British packet

17 days

In March 1845 Congress authorized a 24-cent sea-postage rate for letters carried on American contract vessels, a charge to be
added to inland postage. The first contract was awarded in June 1847 to the Ocean Line. Great Britain immediately began
charging their one-shilling packet rate on incoming American packet letters, rather than treating them as unpaid ship letters.
Because eastbound letters sent during this period were effectively charged double, most letters were sent on Cunard sailings.

No American packet letters from Philadelphia during this period are recorded.
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British Contract Steamship

Retaliatory Rate Period

The U.S. responded to the British one-shilling discriminatory rate against American packets with
a 24 cent charge on both incoming and outgoing British packet letters, added to inland postage.

N BT Prepaid 1/-
: e o w . packet rate

Cunard Niagara :
Liverpool 1 Jul
Boston 12 Jul

Boston rated 34 due
24¢ retaliatory fee
10¢ inland, =300 mi.

Received 14 Jul

15 days
Liverpool, 30 June 1848
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Liverpool 2 December 1

Boston 16 December

Boston rated 34 due
24¢ retaliatory
10¢ inland, =300 mi.

Received 17 December

17 days

34

7 recorded
3 in blue

Manchester, 1 December 1848






