Act of 1825 1825 - 1845

Non-Contract Steamship

Freight-Money Letters

Freight money was a fee charged by shipping companies for carrying letters from New York to Great
Britain. In May 1838, private steamships began charging 25 cents per sheet; sailing ships responded
by charging only 12z cents. The Postmaster General allowed postmasters to collect these fees and
forward them to the New York Postmaster for delivery to the appropriate shipping companies.

The Great Western Steamship Co.
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Philadelphia, 23 February 1839
Prepaid 37%zcents: 12V2¢ to New York, 25¢ freight money
17 days

Steamship Great Western : New York 25 February, Bristol 13 March
Bristol rated 1/5 due: 8% ship fee, 9%inland to London

Bristol was Great Western's home
port from 1838 until 1843, when it
was abandoned in favor of Liverpool.

The ship’s revenue for this letter was collected by the Philadelphia post office on behalf of the company, and the amount added
to postage to denote the total prepayment.



Act of 1825

1825 - 1845

Non-Contract Sailing, Steamship
Freight Money Letters

Red Star Line

Double rate: two sheets

Prepaid 50 cents
2x 122¢ to New York
2x 12'2¢ freight money by sail

Steamship United States
New York 14 February

Liverpool 15 March 32 days

Lwerpool rated 4/9 due (3 sheets)

3x 8°ship fee
3x 11%inland
LIVERPOOL == '
SHIP LETTER /4; gaﬁyg,
reverse /;l(// /ﬁ(////{,/ /} )
Philadelphia, 12 February 1839
British & American Steam Navigation Co.
g Single weight: one sheet

Prepaid 37%zcenis
1214¢ to New York
25¢ freight money by steam

Steamship British Queen
New York 2 December
Gravesend 25 December

24 days

Gravesend rated 1/~ due
8 ship, 4° uniform inland rate

Philadelphia, 30 November 1839

British Queen was the only steamship to arrive in the U.K during the 35-days
(5 Dec 1839 to 9 Jan 1840) when the uniform 4° inland rate was in effect.

SHIP LETTER)]
GRAVESEND

reverse, in red




Act of 1825

1825 - 1845

Non-Contract Sailing Ship
Freight Money Letters

Kermit Line
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Philadelphia, 9 March 1840

Blue Swallowtail Line

Double rate: two sheets

Prepaid 50 cents
2x 122¢ to New York
2x 12V2¢ freight money

Ship Virginian :
New York 13 March
Liverpool 15 April
34 days

Liverpool rated 8”due
uniform ship fee

LIVERPOOL
SHIP LETTER

reverse

Single rate: one sheet

/’C//u’?/‘( (ﬂ/{'

Ship Independence : o

New York 12 December : ".}
Liverpool 31 December ; /] '?i
§ / W

20 days Fﬁ*é’ﬂc‘c. e

Liverpool rated 8°due a
Uniform ship fee '

Prepaid 25 cents
12V2¢ to New York
12V2¢ freight money
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LIVERPOOL
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Philadelphia, 30 November 1840

On 10 January 1840 the United Kingdom inland rate was changed to 1d per V2 oz. At the same time the incoming ship-letter
fee was considered to include inland postage to destination.



Act of 1825 1825 - 1845

Non-Contract Steamship
Freight Money Letters

The Great Western Steamship Co. - Quadruple Rate

p oo s i
Vit Do Pruntl

Philadelphia, 17 August 1840
Prepaid $1.50: 4 x (12'2¢ inland + 25¢ freight money), for four sheets
Steamship Great Western: New York 18 August, Bristol 1 September

London rated 3/-, double rate for ¥ - 1 0z.: 2 x (8% ship, + 10% to France)
Paris rated 6fr=1: 36 dec. (3/- converted) plus 25 dec. inland <20g

Philadelphia to Paris 18 days

BRISTOL Outport postmark, applied
SHIP LET TER in red in London

In most cities that collected the freight-money charge, the freight-money fee was accounted for separately. Only in Philadelphia
did the post office add the two charges and show them as a single number.



Act of 1825 1825 - 1845

Non-Contract Steamship
Pioneer Steamship Companies

British & American Steam Navigation Company, 1838-1841

Prepaid 9°
& ship letter

y 191ate fee
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Steamship Brilish Queen :
Portsmouth 1 September
New York 16 September

New York rated 14%2cents due

Transit 17 days

Seventh of nine voyages

The company had only two
ships, and was dissolved after
one was lost in 1841.

London, 31 August 1840

The Great Western Steamship Co., 1838-1846

Prepaid 25¢ freight money to : o) =
England (not shown), carried _ %/ SY_.’AM.//_ ‘%ku/&ﬂm 2
privately to New York :

Steamship Great Western :
New York 9 May
Bristol 23 May

London debited 2/~ to Holland:
87 ship, 1s4° to Rotterdam

Rotterdam rated 770 Dutch cents
due: 120c to Great Britain, 50c .
inland FY

Receivedon29 May 22 days

Engebaandd
overdiotlerdam

reverse, in red Philadelphia, 8 May 1840

Mail could not be fully prepaid to The Netherlands until 1868. In April 1835 the British and Dutch governments agreed to allow
letters to transit Great Britain without prepayment. Mail was exchanged between London and Rotterdam, where the Dutch
inland rate of 50c per 15 grams was charged.






