1799 Rate Period 1799 - 1815
Private Sailing Ship

The War of 1812-1815

Privateering threatened packets to New York, so service was halted in March 1813. By GPO notice of 11
March 1814: “HM pkis having ceased to go to NY you are to cease receiving letters with pkt postage to the
USA. Only ship letter bags may occasionally be sent.” Britain announced the blockade of Delaware River
on 5 February 1813, New York Harbor on 26 May 1814, and Boston Harbor on 25 April 1814.

Cartel Ship Through British Blockade of the Delaware River

- — ' Cartel ship advertised for
Madeira at 25¢ per letter

Philadelphia 22 November
Madeira arrival unknown

Packet Montague :
Madeira 2 January
Scilly 14 January: driven
ashore in gale
Mail at London 25 January

London rated 5/2 due:
2 x 2s7° packet, double rate

94 days

reverse

Philadelphia, 23 October 1813

Cartel Ship Through British Blockade of Boston

Prepaid 2/2 :
Double 1/1 ship fee & afe
(: ‘
Cartel ship to Boston i )
. /_.if-'. : :

Boston rated 42¢ due | é
2 x 20¢ inland

2¢ ship
Arrival date unknown <, u% ;,/f/ % M M

fotlnitel.

London, 25 June 1814



British & U.S. Acts of 1814 1814 - 1816

Private Sailing Ship

Rates Respond to the Economics of War

Commerce with the United States was important to British business, so with packet service unavailable,
GPO London reduced the ship-letter rate by 30% to 8 ¥z pence. Conversely, because the U.S. Treasury
was essentially bankrupt, American inland rates and the ship-letter fee were increased by 50%.

Withdrawn Ship Letter: Cartel Ship Through British Blockade of the Delaware River
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London, 30 December 1814
Prepaid 8 %4, one third the packet rate of 2/2

Ship Pacific : London departure unknown, Philadelphia 17 May 1815 139 days
Transit 45 days from Cork, where delayed several weeks by gales

Philadelphia rated 27%zcents due: 2¢ ship, 17¢ inland, 8%2¢ surcharge
Finest of 7 withdrawn ship letters landed at Philadelphia

U.S. Actof 1814
Act of 1814, Geo lll c. 169 effective 1 Feb 1815
effective 10 Oct 1814 Mileage Cents
Senders could use any private ship of LG 12
40-90 15
their choosing if they prepaid one third 90-150 18%
of the 2s2d packet-letter rate (26° x .33 150-00 o5
= 8.58% rounded to 8.5%. Such letters 300-500 3
were thus “withdrawn” from the mails. Over 500 371
The Post Paid Withdrawn-Ship-Letter .
: . Ship letters
option was terminated on 11 July 1815. Delivered at port 9
Elsewhere, plus postage 2




British & U.S. Acts of 1814 1814 - 1816

Private Sailing Ship

Blockade-Run Through British Blockade of the Delaware River

Sent unpaid : -
=
Ship unknown; newspapers j . @
seldom revealed the names
of blockade runners. 5 Kz
/ i ". g
Philadelphia 4 December o AL A P :&/’?f T 5 7 T
Rated 8 cents due s '.—‘f e 7 /.-__,_,ﬂ
<40 miles to Germantown : T e :
. | s e L SR 7 .
no 2¢ ship fee charged ol o T
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56 days . e
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London, 10 October 1814

The enemy’s squadron have been in the Bay for two or three days, consisting of the “Spenser” 74 and the “Pactolus”

frigate, with a tender.
Extract of a letter from Lewes, Delaware, 2 Dec 1814: Poulson's American Daily Advertiser, 12 Dec.

Cartel Ship Through British Blockade of the Delaware River

Prepaid 9% ~ one third of the 2/2
packet rate for a withdrawn
S, ship letter

3 f}» 35 Cartel ship Royal Edward via
\ .1/ Bermuda
s 35 7 : " Liverpool 20 March
A e s : Philadelphia 12 June
Y - P 7, 5-7.—./,“127 7
. Philadelphia rated 9 cents due,
= ! 50% surcharge on the 6¢ rate
7. / for delivery at the port
14 é'ﬂ/;fﬁ P Y P
72 days
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Manchester, 20 January 1815
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Actof 1816 1816 - 1825

Private Sailing Ship

Post-War Growth of the American Merchant Fleet

The United States became a naval power in the War of 1812-1816. Improvements gained in ship design
and speed were transferred to American commercial shipping, which then saw explosive growth in the
North Atlantic. Many new shipping lines were started, and single-ship operators increased the competition.
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London, 14 December 1820

Sent unpaid on private ship
Ship Atlantic : London 17 December, New York 19 February 1821 65 days

New York rated 14%zcents due: 2¢ ship, 12%2¢ inland

By the 1820s American lines sailing regular schedules sprung
up in many eastern U.S. ports. Intense competition for cargo
and passengers was evident in newspaper advertisements.

Name-of-ship markings provided additional advertising.

applied by ship’s purser
used in olive green only on 17 Dec.
three recorded

Letter to the publisher and bookseller Matthew Carey, a revolutionary, close friend of Benjamin Franklin and John Adams, and
early advocate of strong naval power as a necessary role of federalism.






