Congressional Post

British Contract Sailing Ship

Revolutionary Hostilities Begin: Admiralty Assumes Command of Packet Service

War broke out in April 1775 with the battles of Lexington and Concord. American attacks on British ships
soon followed, and led to withdrawal of scheduled packet service to New York. The last Post Office packet
left Falmouth on 6 October, after which the Admiralty assumed scheduling and protection of the packets.

Armed Packet Through the American Privateer Blockade of New York
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Bristol, 20 December 1775

Sent unpaid: Bristol assumed private ship, so rated only 4%inland postage to London
GPO London rerated 1/4, the unpaid packet rate

Packet Swallow : Falmouth 9 January 1776, New York 9 March 1776 60 days
Carried privately to Philadelphia, where rated 2/6 due in local currency
16“stg. x 180% inflation + 2° carrier fee = 30%= 2/6

Swallow carried a larger volume of mail than any previous transatlantic voyage

Swallow offloaded mails to HMS Asia, a 64-gun frigate in New York Harbor. Deputy PMG Foxcroft was given permission to
board Asia with clerks to sort the mails, so on 19 March, Francis Dashwood (PO Secretary) and Elias Nixon were sent by the
New York Committee of Safety to bring mails ashore. Agents traveled to New York to pay for and collect their town’s letters

from Nixon and Henricus Boel (First Clerk). The 1765 British postal rates were retained.



Congressional Post 1774-1778
Private Sailing Ship

American Blockade of British Enclaves

American privateers began attacking British shipping in the Spring of 1775. As America’s largest city,
Philadelphia was a center of trade, so British vessels in or out of Delaware Bay offered attractive prizes.
By the Summer of 1775 Royal Navy warships were patrolling the mid-Atlantic coast between Cape
Henlopen and Chesapeake Bay to thwart privateer attacks.

Through the American Privateer Blockade of Delaware Bay
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Philadelphia, 2 August 1775

Sent unpaid
Ship Chalkley : Philadelphia 9 August, Bristol 17 September
London rated 5%due: 1dship, 4%inland from Bristol

Received at London 19 September 49 days

“Fifteen large galliots carrying at their bows from 32 to 48 pounders, swivels, etc. and fifty men each, are built at Philadelphia,
and are to be stationed in Delawar [sic] River about Redbank, to oppose any men of war, who may attempt to come up the river,
and to defend the machines sunk in that narrow part of the river.”

The Ipswich Journal, England, 23 September 1775

Delaware Bay was not under a British blockade until March 1776 when the frigate HMS Roebuck entered Delaware Bay and

stood off Lewes. Despite defensive measures along the Delaware, Philadelphia was invaded and occupied by British troops in
September 1777.



Confederation Post 1778 - 1792

British Contract Sailing Ship

Post-War Reinstatement of British Packet Service

After the American Revolution, British authorities asked Benjamin Franklin to reinstate the New York
packets under the old terms, including that no U.S. ship fees were to be charged on incoming packet let-
ters. Anxious to restart commercial relations, the American government agreed.

Smgle rate, prepaid 1/6 :
6 inland
1s packet
London marked POST/PAID

Packet Shelburn :
Falmouth 16 December
New York 4 February 1786
New York rated 2™ due

Received 6 February
53 days

Boxed 204 :
204 miles to London

Liverpool, 3 December 1785

Privately to London, posted 4 July

: A4 Prepaid 2/~ for double packet rate
/7 Sy { > ' Packet Dashwood :
a ot P t_' // {d&w 4% Falmouth 8 July
9 : o4 X b New York 31 August
\3\ / New York rated 4" for double inland
) / f / ) Philadelphia rated 1s due (sterling)
: /S ‘ﬂl- Aeevrs 07 "‘k é’/ % B P g
i / . _ Received 1 September 60 days
e / o 1 i Act of 1784, 24 Geo lll
/ L /? / & effective 31 August 1784
/"l / ﬁé’ﬂ%ﬂ Under one post stage o3
T & 1-2 post stages 3
P als ; R A
Over 2 post stages:
under 80 miles 4
80-150 miles 5"
s above 150 miles 6°
. Ship letters
Ostende Belgium, 30 June 1787 Inland postage plus 19
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Confederation Post

British Contract Sailing Ship

Quadruple Rate
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London, 2 February 1786

Prepaid 4/- for a letter weighing over 1 oz.

Packet Speedy: Falmouth 14 February, New York 18 April
New York rated 8™ due for inland postage
Philadelphia rated 3/6 due in local currency: 8™ = 24%sterling, so: 24° x 1.67 = 40%local + 2° delivery = 3s6°

Received 21 April 1786 67 days

From Portugal via London

Privately to London, received 11 October

Prepaid 1/- packet rate on 7 January 1789
By forwarder Duveluz & Co.

Packet Duke of Cumberland :
Falmouth 11 February
New York 2 April

New York rated 1*"'8% due in Philadelphia
(60-100 miles; 1788 Congr. Resolution)

Received 5 April 1789 279 days

St. Ubes, Portugal, 30 June 1788






