7: The development and adoption of the ‘grill’ The first postally used grill

1867 (August): the first postally used ‘A’ grill was an experimental ‘biscuit grill’ with points up

The ‘A’ grill: plate proofs and the issued stamp

Research: the correspondence between Steel and Zevely proves that Zevely gave Steel permission to test an
embossed stamp in December 1865. It took the NBNC 18 months to follow through.”
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* Exhibitor’s original research, due for publication in The
Chronicle in 2019



7: The development and adoption of the ‘grill’ Steel’s patent essays

October 1867: Steel patent 70,147 for an embossed stamp was granted

= Steel’s idea:
— To use lithographic printing for the design
— To leave a portion of the design blank for embossing
- To use chemically sensitive yellow paper

- N These essays use a
= The essays on this page stick strictly to Steel’s patent - W flattened pyramid grill

Research: the correspondence between Steel and Zevely suggest that these 3 in shield’ essays based on
Steel’s patent document, were produced late in November 1867"

Dies made according to Steel’s patent: wove paper, gummed
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* Exhibitor’s original research, due for publication in The
Chronicle in 2019



7: The development and adoption of the ‘grill’

Steel’s patent essays

Steel’s patent rarities

One recorded example
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: The development and adoption of the ‘grill’ , Steel’s patent essays

Steel used the same flattened pyramid grill for his ‘3 in circle’ experiments

‘3 in circle’ grill.
Tan paper, perf 12, gummed

White wove paper

Steel’s patent calls for pressure to
flatten the embossing.

This essay records ‘a half hour s
pressure after embossing’ .

Model: lithographic frame pasted over ‘3 in circle’, perf 12

One known example

Orange paper, : “‘:sw s
frame in red. 3”'&&*
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A magnified scan shows
the overlapping perfs

&

Tests pen and
ink cancellation

Blue typographically printed
Additional shield shaped grill essays for use with Steel’s patent design frame. Blank embossed center.

) Pyramid grill, points down
Typographic design T
printed in blue on lilac

Embossed ‘3’ in shield on white wove
paper, thick bars, perf 12, ungummed

Embossed center
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