4: Patents to prevent reuse

Gibson patent

1864: The Gibson patent 41,118 — safety network overprints

Research: I propose a new description of the overprints (The Chronicle, 69:1). I prove that there are only three
types, not four as catalogued

Type 1: wavelength 3.2 mm; amplitude 3.2 mm
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Overprint tan Overprint blue Overprint gray-tan

Type 2: wavelength 3.2 mm; amplitude 1.6 mm
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Nl The pattern is based on

two identical sets of

waves laid on each other.

The second set is slightly
below and to the left of
the first.

Dark green Blue Rose-red
Overprint blue-green  Overprint gray-tan Overprint gray-blue

A pattern based
on the same wave

There are two sets of
vertically stacked waves.
Then a horizontal stack :
crosses the first two sets. Light red brown Rose red Light yellow brown
Overprint pale brown Overprint gray-blue  Overprint pale brown

Patent description:
Patent 41,118 was for a lithographic overprint in fugitive ink that would wash off if a person fried to clean the
cancel off a stamp. To quote: “The impression of the stamp may be produced partly by indelible ink and partly by
a fugitive ink... forming a light network, which will not obliterate...” the stamp.

From Gibson’s letters patent dated January 5, 1864

* Hofimeyr, I, R. Drews and 1. Lee (2017), ‘Fipes of Safery Network
Overprints on the 3¢ 1861 Essays’, The Chronicle 69:1, February



Gibson patent

The Gibson patent: rarities

Two recorded

Only block of four recorded
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This corner has been wiped
with damp cotton wool.

The design is in fugitive ink. .

Dull violet
Overprint gray-blue

On India. Overprinted
‘ONE” in orange yellow.

This piece is a perfect fit for the top half of
what was originally just one mini-sheet.

It is Type 2

Scan of the top left stamp




4: Patents to prevent reuse Harmon patent

1864: The Harmon patent 41,505 — safety network overprints

Research: the origin of these so-called ‘bedspring essays’ has long been a mystery. On this page I present
evidence that they are based on Harmon’s patent of 1864.*

Three recorded

Buffalo patent cancel
(1863 — 1865).

Black overprint.
‘ No gum, as if used.
Black Red Blue
overprint overprint overprint

A scan from the patent
shows the overprinted
stamp

This scan shows the
overprinted stamp
with a cancel

Patent description:

“Upon the face of the stamp... I impress rectangular or waved web lines so that the entire area of the stamp shall
exhibit fine meshes...” Harmon argued that the only way to prevent people from finding a solvent that could
remove cancellations, was to print the fugitive network in the ink that was used for cancels.

From Harmon's letters patent dated February 9, 1864

The other two used copies were cancelled in Buffalo and one in Washington. Perhaps these essays went through the post?

Essays of unknown origin: generally accepted as genuine — only one example of each is known
Hand drawn overprints. I place these here because of their use of the same colours as the ‘bedspring’ overprints

; Gummed, faint
Gummed, overprinted in red and black. e rummed, outline in rec
i black overprint Gummed, outline in red,

i filling in mauve
Gummed, blue

overprint
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* Hofmeyr and Lee (2016), The Chronicle 68:2, May



4: Patents to prevent reuse Francis patent

1865: The Francis patent 48,389 — the paper stains when wet

Treatment with gallic acid turns the paper a dirty brown

Patent description:

Patent 48,389 was for a paper that had chemicals embedded in it so that it would change color when wet. ‘What
I claim is incorporating with or applying onto stamps... ingredients such as will chemically combine to prodice
a dark color or stain under the action of moisture...”

From Francis s letters patent dated June 27, 1865






