4: Patents to prevent reuse

Loewenberg patents

The prevention of reuse and surface printing to cut costs — in

MacDonough’s letter of 23 March, 1863,

to the
assistant postmaster general’, Anthony Zevely.

Scan of page one of the MacDonough-Zevely letter
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The Gibson Patent (described on page one above)
‘Dear Sir

. Mr A.J. Gibson called upon us on his return from
Washington with a plan of protection to stamps...

. by the use of an ink printed twice (the network over
the stamp first, and the cancelling stamp...afterward)..
the killer could not be removed chemically.”’

Surface printing to cut costs (P2)

In regard to our other experiments of obtaining a surface

printing die by a scientific process — the jmsl attempt was a
Jailure — the second we think promises well...

Page two of the MacDonough-Zevely letter describes the Loewenberg patent
‘third

and surface printing experiments
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Unique example of the Loewenberg Experiment
Stuck to the back of the first page of the letter

Loewenberg’s Patent is described on page two

‘On the page opposite please find another plan ...
fo print the stamps on a transparent paper (and)

gum them on the printed side... when they are

Jastened upon an envelope the paper may be

removed but the ink leaves the paper and is held by
the gym on the original envelope..."



4: Patents to prevent reuse Loewenberg patents

1864: Loewenberg patent 42,207 — printing on starch coated paper

National Bank Note Company: recess printing on starch coated paper. Perf 12, ungummed.
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Rose. Imprint block of four.

The concept: printing the stamp on a coating would prevent the design from reaching the paper.
Any attempt to wipe away a cancellation would also wipe away the coating; and with it, the design.

Research: establishes that these essays are not ‘decals’.

These essays have been incorrectly described as ‘decals’ i.e. patent 40,489 since Mason, 1911. They are not
decals. They are tests of patent 42,207 (printing on starch coated paper).

Actual stamp Scans of the stamp before and
with flakes after the hardened flakes of
removed starch had been removed
The actual
flakes Magnified scans of the flakes
once they'd been removed

Procedure: The surface is severely cracked. Using tweezers it is relatively easy to lift printed flakes from the
surface. Even when old gum is severely cracked, it cannot be lifted so easily.

Patent description:

Patent 42,207 involved coating the paper so as to *... prevent the penetration of the ink’; and then printing on the
coated surface. The gum is applied to the back in the normal way.. ‘Any attempt to wash off the canceling mark
would... result in the removal or defacement of the print itself.’ Loewenberg suggested a coating of starch.

From Loewenberg s letters patent dated April 5, 1864

* Hofimeyr, Jan and Jim Lee (2016), ‘Linking Essays of the | Vashington 3¢
(1861-69) to their Patenis”, The Chronicle 68:2, May






