Designs and uses of the USA 3¢ denomination: 1861 — 1869

Purpose

The purpose of this exhibit it to show the designs and uses of the USA 3¢ denomination in the period 1861 to 1869. The
exhibit covers the development and use of the 1861 stamp until its replacement in 1869; and the multiple tests of patents,

inks, papers, and printing methods that used both the issued stamp and various designs for the 3¢ denomination.

Importance

The United States Post Office (USPO) faced a number of significant challenges in the 1860’s. On the one hand, it had
been forced to demonetize the earlier issues to prevent Civil War rebels from selling stamps for use in the North. And on
the other, it was under significant pressure to meet the new cross-continental 3¢ letter rate, to preserve revenue and cut

costs. As a result, revenue preservation and cost reduction became the dominant themes of the decade.

The 3¢ denomination was at the centre of these efforts because of its importance to the postal service. This exhibit
integrates the development and use of the 1861 3¢ stamp with the search for methods, based on designs for the 3¢, to

preserve revenues and reduce costs.

Exhibit Plan

Chapter 1: Competition for the 1861 contract — essays, first designs, die and plate proofs 2
Chapter 2: Approved design — die and plate proofs, colour trials, specimens 15
Chapter 3: Uses of the issued stamp — civil war, shades, varieties, postal rates, currency, to pay tax 24
Chapter 4: Patents to prevent reuse — /860 10 1867 41
Chapter 5: Additional experiments — colored papers, fugitive inks, from about 1865 onwards 74
Chapter 6: Unused designs — woodblocks, Columbia heads, Liberty heads 92
Chapter 7: The development and adoption of the ‘grill’ - essays, plate proofs, uses of the stamp 107
Chapter 8: Official reprints — from the Atlanta Expo (1875) to the Pan Pacific Expo (1915) 126

Original research

The exhibit is backed by extensive original research and discoveries (highlighted in blue text). These include:

A revised, accurate description of the National Bank Note Company’s ‘3¢ first design’ essays;

The discovery of the Harmon patent (1864) for ‘bedspring’ essays;

A new method to describe the safety network overprints of 1867 that proves that there are only three types;
Extensive original research to prove the link between previously unlinked essays and their underlying patents;
A rewrite of the history of surface printed experiments and grill development.

Noteworthy items

There are many unique or rare items (boxed in black and blue). They include:

Three unique, rejected American Bank Note Models for the 1861 contract;

The only two recorded examples of the earliest known use of the 1861 3¢ on cover;

The agenda setting letter from MacDonough to Zevely, detailing patent and surface printing experiments;
Many patent essays signed by their inventors or designers (e.g. Loewenberg, Jones, Ronaldson, Steel);
The “grill” patent essay on which Steel lays claim to his patent;

The only known F-grill used and printed on both sides.
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Chapter 1: Competition for the 1861 contract

In March 1861, the US Post Office advertised for new stamps to prevent the Confederates from raising money
by selling the existing stamps. This section focuses on the competition for the contract. It shows:

® Unsuccessful essays by the American Bank Note Company and Toppan, Carpenter & Co.
® The evolution of the National Bank Note Company’s bid from “first design’ to the issued 3¢ stamp

Models by the American Bank Note Company for the 1861 contract

Only recorded example

e: PF

Model: Engraved frame, pencil
border. Center mounted over
vignette. India on card.

Only recorded example

Only recorded example

Model: engraved frame, pencil
border. Center mounted on ruled
background. India on card.

Vignette from die V 36953.

Model: Bald, Cousland & Co.
vignette. Numbers mounted in
place. India on card.
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Additional essays

Frames for an unused design

Only known example

Master die 81 frame on card

Orange red Brown yellow Dark green
Lathework frame on
India on card

A.B.N.C. design based on Danforth, Bald & Co. vignette: essay and progressive dies

Stage 1: incomplete design and drawing Stage 2: complete design, empty value tablets

Only recorded example
Green die
on India

Brown Purple
die on India §¥

Essay on India; pencil
additions to frame.

Danforth, Bald & Co. vignette Black die (62 x 52 mm) on India
from die V-39907. sunk on card (65 x 56 mm)
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A.B.N.C. design based on Danforth, Bald & Co. vignette: additional essays and plate proof

Stage 3: Capital ‘A’, ‘B’, ‘N’, ‘C” in corners

Blue cut down die (33 x 37
mm) on India

Brown red Dull purple

Cut down die (28 x 23 mm) on
India

Orange brown Brown

Cut down die (28 x 23 mm) on
India

Red brown cut down die
(33 x 28 mm) on India

The marginal strip proves that plate proofs were printed in columns of four

Plate proof: imperf, ungummed, bottom margin strip of four
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The A.B.N.C. essays were derived from vignettes V 36953 and V-39907

Bald, Cousland & Co. die V-39907

On India pasted on card.

Scan of the die Scan of the essay
(V-39907) (Scott 65-E7A)

Brazer writes that the model uses a Bald, Cousland
& Co. vignette. This is an instance of the vignette.

Scan of the model Scan of the die
(Brazer 56E-C) (V 36953)
Vignette V 36953

Die on India, stuck on card

Vignette V 36953 isn’t catalogued in Mason, Brazer, or Scott It should be as it serves as the basis for the head of
the model essay (Brazer 56E-C, Scott 65-E6).

These vignettes were released for auction by the A.B.N.C. at various times in the 20% century.






