The Prevention of Reuse

Morison-Leeds patent: the ‘Lyons’ circular advertising the use of the envelope to prevent reuse

Scan of the front of the circular

Leeds & Franklin’s Patent

STAMP-SEALING AND POST-MARK-PRESERVING
ENVELGRES;

Excerpt from the circular below

Fourth — SECURITY FOR THE PRE-PAYMENT OF POSTAGE; as the
stamp when once properly placed in this window, cannot by removed
without its destruction

Fifth — ADVANTAGE THEREOF TO THE GOVERNMENT; by the
effectual destruction of every stamp in its first use

MANUFACTURED FOR THE TRADPE, AND SOLB BY

WILLIAM P. LYON, Postal regulations required the CDS to be clear of the stamp.
ENVELOPE MANUFACTURER, The Morison-Leeds envelope could therefore never be used to both
No. 537 PEARLSTREET, near Broadway, secure the date of the contents; and prevent the reuse of stamps.
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Second —SECURITY AGaTNST IarPERﬁ%;ﬁrﬁzﬁs‘l@éfi%fié}:]e%e?%ﬁjenvelope being firmly attached by the
stamp, the inclosure cannot be inspected even if the flap be clandestinely opened. ;
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nious intent, it will still e impossible to open the letter and take thence bank notes and drafts without so
ating the envelope as to insu;t'e defection,
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Lourth.—SrourttYy For TiE ?ﬂg—m@mm;? or THE Postace: ; as the stamp, when once properly placed in this
b  Paee, wWes N « Mg, o 5 - % * i, L
window, eannot be removed without its destruction.

Fifth —ADVANTAGE THEREFORE To THE Goverxyext ; by the effectual destruction of every stamp in its first
nse, :

Sizth: sty ro e Post _Ox«fmdm OPERATIONS ; by a uniform loeation of the stamp in the upper right
hand corner, is" the most 6}; enient position-for the Post Office mark. -

Seventh.
place of it bein
to dispense wi
caution to pin
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carelesgness or

1CAT oF T }ﬁum:\je ; by securing on the letter itself the legal evidence of the time and

E 1sba§‘kmg been esteemed so desirable, that many prudent persons are constrained
use ‘af‘,enﬁa}@(}s, that they may havethe post mark on the letter ; and others take the pre-
nvelope again on the letter for identification. ;

RUAINTY OF tAE Date axp Prace ox mmE Lerrer, which are so frequently omitted by writers, in

weNTATION 3 Which, though some may think of small importance, certainly merits the approval

of all persons of gte. | ,
Tenth.—Cost, - Notwithstanding the many and unrivalled advantages of our * Sraur-SEALING Exveroprs,”

they will be furnished at a very small advance upon the prices of those not having the benefit of this patent.

As iﬁdiéa;biv*e of the estimate placed apon this im’iffm?erﬁent by those perhaps best capable of Jjudging of its
importance, we subjoin a few out of a long list of leading publie men, bankers, &c. who have united in recom-

Folded section of the circular showing the relevant paragraphs




The Prevention of Reuse

Morison-Leeds patent: a letter secures the Morison patent for the Leeds brothers, 11 February 1862

The purpose of the Morison patent was to secure “...upon a letter... legal evidence of the day or

date upon which the said letter... was mailed...’
From Morison’s letters patent 28,767 dated June 19, 1860
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‘Dear Brother
‘Have had considerable conversation with My Morrisson
and he has finally consented....
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patent to the Leeds brothers for $1 000 ($23 750 today).
July of 1862. The letter is from Barclay Leeds to his brother,

The enclosed letter is a record of Morison’s agreement to sell his
Payment was to be made in four installments: March, April, May,

Lewis, and is headed ‘Morrison’s office 11:30 am’.

The envelope neatly illustrates the original purpose for which the patent was intended, namely,
‘Securing to the Government the

to secure proof of a date.

In 1862, Leeds and Franklin added the prevention of reuse to the uses of the patent:

destruction of the stamp in opening the letter...’
From advertising circular printed by William P Lyon in 1862



The Prevention of Reuse

Morison-Leeds patent: postally used examples of Type 1A with enclosed letters

=

. S50 - Letter dated 1864. Taking out the letter successfully ripped the stamp from the envelope
| but didn’t destroy it. The stamp could be steamed off the letter, cleaned, and reused.
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This pair easily survived
the extraction of the letter.
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