The attempt to prevent postal fraud and cut costs in the USA through the lens
of the 3¢ denomination: 1861 - 69

Purpose

The purpose of this exhibit is to showcase, through the lens of the 3¢ denomination, the US Post Office’s attempts to prevent
fraud and cut costs between 1861 and 1869. All developments are covered: the competition for the original contract, the
issued stamp, patent and surface printing experiments based on the issued stamp, derivative designs, alternative designs; and
the efforts of the N.B.N.C.’s competitors. The exhibit ends with an epilogue showing rare official reprints.

Background

On December 20t 1860, South Carolina voted to secede from the United States. Six southern states soon followed. In
February 1861, the seven adopted a new constitution and the Confederacy was born.

The USPO reacted swiftly. In March it advertised for new stamps; and by 17 August, the first of the new stamps, the
N.B.N.C.’s 3¢ Washington, was in use. The report of the Postmaster General (December 2", 1861), tells us why: “... 7o
prevent the fraudulent use of a large quantity of stamps remaining unaccounted for in disloyal states...".

And so the 1861 issue owes its existence to the attempt to prevent the fraudulent use of postage stamps.

The 3¢ denomination (and the Washington design, in particular) was at the heart of these efforts. At the time, 3c was the
standard domestic letter rate for distances under 3000 miles. In 1863, this was extended to all distances in the United States;
and the 3¢ Washington became the workhorse of the postal service. About 2 billion were issued, more than 14 times the 138
million of the next most used stamp, the 1c Franklin. As a result, the Washington design and its derivatives dominated
experiments to prevent fraud and cut costs.

My exhibit presents an integrated picture of this process of development, experiment, and use; with the 3¢ denomination as
its focus at a time when the USA was emerging as a world leader in the printing of securities.
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Chapter 1: The Concerns of the Decade — James MacDonough's agenda-setting letter to Anthony Zevely 3
Chapter 2: Competition for the 1861 contract — models, essays, the NBNC's 'first design’ ‘ 5
Chapter 3: Approved design — trial colours, plate proofs, approved colours 18
Chapter 4: Use of the Stamp — earliest known use, civil war, shades, local uses, rarities, international uses 26
Chapter 5: The Prevention of Reuse — Leeds, Loewenberg, Gibson, Harmon, Francis, Bowlsby, Wyckoff, Steel 47
Chapter 6: Additional Experiments — surface printing, tinted papers, fugitive inks, new designs, scarlet trials 75
Chapter 7: The Evolution of the ‘Grill’ — essays, plate proofs, stamps, errors 107

Chapter 8: USPO reprints — ‘Centennial’ printing (1875), plate proofs (1879-94), Atlanta (1881), Pan-Pacific (1915) 126

Noteworthy items
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Unique model produced by the American Bank Note
Company in the competition for the 1861 contract.

Engraved frame, pencil border. Center mounted over
vignette. India on card.

Unique items are boxed in black and royal blue. Rare items are framed in royal blue. Among such items are:

~ The agenda-setting letter from MacDonough to Zevely, detailing patent and surface printing experiments;
- The three unique A.BN.C. models for the 1861 contract;

- Both of the only two recorded ‘carliest known use’ of the 1861 stamp on cover;

- The Morison-Leeds letter from Barclay Leeds to his brother, Lewis, securing the Morison patent for Leeds;
— The only known signed Loewenberg essay and the Loewenberg se-tenant USA-France;

- Liberty head essays signed by the designers Jones and Ronaldson;

~  Grill essays signed by Steel, MacDonough, Duke, and others;

- Steel’s unique patent-claiming grill essay

- The only known F-grill used and printed on both sides.

Research

Thorpe patent (1869)
95,624: double printing

MacDonough patent (1866)
52,869: glycerin-based fugitive ink

Gibson patent (1864)
41,118: safety network overprint
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The exhibit features original published research (highlighted in the text in royal blue): 3c 1861 First-Design Essays. An
Analysis of the Dies’ (The Chronicle, November 2015); ‘Linking 3¢ Washington Essays to their Patents’ (The Chronicle,

August 2016); ‘Typing the Network Safety Overprints’ (The Chronicle, February 2017). Among the discoveries:
~ The vignette die numbers on which two of the A.B.N.C. essays are based; v
~ Corrections that lead to an accurate description of the N.B.N.C. “first design’ essays;
- A new method to describe safety network overprints that shows that there are only three types;
- The identification of multiple errors in current cataloguing;
- An improved understanding of the link between patents and essays;
- The Harmon patent (which promises to explain the origin of the ‘bedspring’ essays);
- The Thorpe patent for double-printing — not just a safety network under-print.






