CARRIER ACT OF 1851
1851 GENERAL ISSUE CARRIER ADHESIVE - FRANKLIN

“CITY MAIL”
EARLIEST OF FIFTHTEEN COVERS - December 3, 1851
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DECEMBER 3, 1851 FRANKLIN CARRIER ADHESIVE RED STAR CANCEL
LOCAL ADDRESS PFC 2009

|

“TO THE MAILS”

EARLIEST OF THREE OUTBOUND COVERS - December 6, (1851)

DECEMBER 6, (1851) FRANKLIN CARRIER ADHESIVE RED STAR CANCEL
ADDRESSED TO NEW YORK BLUE PHILADELPHIA DATESTAMP
PFC 2011

Of the 18 surviving covers, 14 were Philadelphia, 3 New York, and 1 New Orleansﬁlowever 3 are sequestered in the New
York Public Library leaving only 15 available to private collectors. The “Franklin Carrier” stamps were issued by the federal
government on September 27, 1851 as part of the 1851 General Issue in a serious centralized effort by Washington to develop a
uniform national prepayment carrier service.*

Of the 18 surviving covers, 14 are city letters, 4 outbound, and no inbound letters. The above two examples are the earliest
for each service in private hands .

* “THE FRANKLIN CARRIER STAMP ON COVER,” VERNON MORRIS, THE CHRONICLE, NO.229, VOL. 63, NO. 1, FEBRUARY 2011, P.27-50.



CARRIER ACT OF 1851
1851 GENERAL ISSUE CARRIER ADHESIVE - FRANKLIN

ONE TIED BY RED STAR

JANUARY 26, 1852 FRANKLIN CARRIER ADHESIVE RED STAR CANCEL LOCAL ADDRESS PFC 1976 & 1997

ONE RECORDED 1851 GENERAL ISSUE WITH RED STAR CANCEL

UNDATED

I CENT GENERAL ISSUE ADHESIVE

PHILADELPHIA RED STAR CANCEL

1 CENT EAGLE CARRIER ADH;ESIVE ‘

| PHILADELPHIA RED STAR CANCEL
BLOOD’S POSTAL STATIONARY
LOCAL ADDRESS

PFC 2007

Post office officials quickly realized the similarity of the “Franklin Carrier” andthe 1 cent 1851 general issue released
three months earlier. The bottom cover is evidence of confusion with a general issue stamp cancelled by Philadelphia carrier
department red star (appropriate for the top cover). The carrier stamp differed by Franklin facing left rather than right.* Also, the
Franklin carrier stamp did not specify monetary denomination, consistent with the Postmaster General’s discretionary preroga-
tive to vary carrier fees by year, city, and type of service depending on local factors such as competition from the private posts.
Within five weeks the “Franklin carrier” was succeeded by the “Eagle carrier” stamp, also shown at bottom.

* “THE FRANKLIN CARRIER STAMP ON COVER,” VERNON R MORRIS, THE CHRONICLE, NO.229, VOL. 63, NO. 1, FEBRUARY 2011, P. 28-9.







