CARRIERS

In 1753 Benjamin Franklin established a “penny post™ for door delivery of inbound mail. In 1836 the Postmaster
General established a system of bonded letter carriers. The camier’s fee up o 2 cents was his compensation. However, the
fee could vary from city to city at the Postmaster General’s discretion, depending upon local conditions and competition,
but was never implemented until 1849. In 1863 the “fee™ system was abolished when carriers became salaried federal

employees, with uniform carrier “rates.”

NORTHERN LIBERTIES VIA SUB POST OFFICE

OPERATED : 1835-1837

OPERATOR : ANDREW MCMAKIN

LOCATION : 213 NORTH 3RD ST.
CHARGE : 3 CENTS PREPAID

COLLATERAL FORERUNNERS
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DELIVERED TO CARLISLE, PA
PFC 1999

EARLIEST OF FOUR RECORDED TYPE 2 - April 30, 1836
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APRIL 30, 1836 ¢ e /

TYPE 2 ORNATE MARKING

MANUSCRIPT 12 1/2

RED PHILADELPHIA OCTAGON
DATESTAMP

DELIVERED TO NEW YORK

PFC 2000

Northern Liberties District was immediately north of the old city, had no post office, but was the terminus of the New York
Stagecoach. The Northern Liberties News Room was a hub of useful information and current events. On October 10, 1835
they advertised a “Sub Post Office” for mail to the Philadelphia post office. A lucrative three cent delivery service likely
attracted one of the carriers who lived nearby to fill a needed service. Postage stamps were still many years away. Two type

of Sub Post Office handstamps confirmed payment.







