BLOOD’S DESPATCH
1848-49 RECTANGULAR “PAID” - 2 CENTS

EARLIEST RECORDED - - gy
September 13, 1848 (% 5 = /Q A

LATEST RECORDED MANUSCRIPT CAN-

PRI .

LATEST RECORDED -
November 3, 1851

RECORDED COMBINED WITH
1847 GENERAL ISSUE

LATEST RECORDED 4 BAR GRID CANCEL
ON ANY BLOODS - July 24, 1849

Within a few months pale green oval designs were replaced with small rectangular adhesives. Reserved for city delivery,
“PAID” had been retained from the striding messenger, and not denominated. Exhibitor’s original research has recorded only
45 examples, actively in service from September 13, 1848 until November 3, 1851,* each one demonstrated above. Largely an
1849 stamp, it bridged the transition from manuscript and grid cancels to acid mutilation.

* “BLOOD’S SMALL 15L12 °PAID’ ,“ MORRIS, VERNONR. JR MD; THE PENNY POST, VOL.9, NO.3 (JULY 2001), PP.37-38
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ONE RECORDED WITH STARS

By 1848 Blood & Co. reorganized and changed its name to BLOOD’S DESPATCH. “Collect” service was 2 cents. Prepaid
I cent. Transition from large 31 millimeter handstamps with stars in center to 25 millimeter double circle handstamps without
stars, morphed through two unique handstamp variations, NEW TO PHILATELY, which retained old style stars in center of
new smaller double circle design.






