LOCAL POSTS PHILADELPHIA DESPATCH POST

OPERATED : 1842 - JUNE 1845
OPERATOR : WILLIAM ROBERTSON
LOCATION : 83 SOUTH SECOND ST
93 CHESTNUT STREET
RATE 7 SECENIS

BLACK OCTAGONAL STAMP - 3 CENTS

THIRD ENTITY IN THE WORLD PRINTING POSTAGE STAMPS
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Philadelphia Despatch Post was the third entity in the world to issue stamps very late in 1842, after Great
Britain in 1840, and New York’s Greig’s City Despatch in 1842 from February to August. The first private post in
Philadelphia was the only private post in the United States from December 1842 to mid June 1844. Seven stamps have
survived, one on cover sequestered in the British Library for 115 years and unavailable to collectors, and one on small piece.

All covers included company red circular handstamp with namesake “PHILA DESPATCH POST.” Delivery time of “10 AM”
or “3 PM” was specified in the center. “Primitive” postage stamps were derived from only “3PM” handstamps, had no gum,
and were affixed by wax. All prepaid postage stamps were manuscript controlled marked “R&Co ” by owner Robertson, all
stamps were cancelled in red, and all covers were locally addressed. Exhibitor’s origimtl research has determined the black
handstamp “PAID” marking intended to obliterate delivery time from postage stamp rather than cancel to prevent reuse.
Black stamp, pen “R&CO,” red PAID, and red handstamp enlargements are shown above at left.

* “BLOOD’S PART 1: 15L2“ MORRIS, VERNONR. JR MD; THE PENNY POST, VOL.21 NO.1 (JANUARY 2013), PP.16-37.
* “THE PHILADELPHIA DESPATCH POST” MORRIS, VERNON R. JR MD; THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL.92 NO.6 (NOVEMBER 2013), PP. 355-370.




LOCAL POSTS PHILADEL PHIA DESPATCH POST

RED OCTAGONAL STAMP - 3 CENTS
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FEBRUARY 15, 1843 RED OCTAGONAL STAMP MANUSCRPT “R&CO"  RED -PAID” OBLITERATOR e o
RED CIRCLE OF DOTS CANCEL  RED PHILA DESPATCH AM HANDSTAMP LOCAL ADDRESS PFC 1999
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NOVEMBER 1, 1843
RED OCTAGONAL STAMP
MANUSCRIPT “R&CO”

RED “3” CANCEL
RED “PAID” OBLITERATOR

RED PHILA DESPATCH POST PM
HANDSTAMP

LOCAL ADDRESS

PFC 2009

Within two months prepaid red octagonal postage stamps appeared, the earliest recorded February 15, 1843, shown
at top. Identical “3PM” stamp design flaw in center, no gum, and pen control marked “R&Co” by owner Robertson. The
inappropriate stamp design delivery hour was similaly obliterated by matching red “PAID” on each and every example.
Exhibitor’s original research has identified identical irregular font sized handstamp on several stampless covers. All 14 red
stamp examples were cancelled in red to prevent reuse; top example by small red “circle of dots™; bottom example by
numeral “3” in outline (enlargements on side). Bottom late example is only one week before latest on November 8, 1844.
Both covers were nearby local door deliveries, much like concurrent covers with black octagonal stamps
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“BLOOD’S PART 2: 15L1“ MORRIS, VERNON R.JR MD; THE PENNY POST, VOL.21 NO.2 (APRIL 2013), PP.32-61.
“THE PHILADELPHIA DESPATCH POST” MORRIS, VERNON R. JRMD; THE COLLECTORS CLUB PHILATELIST, VOL.92 NO.6 (NOVEMBER 2013), PP. 355-370.

%






