FIGHTING THE FED IN PHILADELPHIA:

HISTORICAL ASPECTS
Perhaps the nation’s greatest philatelic story was the emergence of prepaid postage stamps during the struggle for
dominance of private versus governmental postal services. The recent transportation revolution from horseman and
stagecoach to steamboat and railroad had not passed any monetary savings on to the public.

During the 1830’s private Parcel Express companies began transporting packages of jewelry, money, and bundles
of letters between cities. By 1844 a network of Independent Mails was organized. Each company offered prepayment
stamps, were very popular, and became known as the Peoples Mail. By mid 1845 the inter-city Independent Mails
were legislatively terminated, although government rates were lowered appropriately.

In 1842 two private posts offered prepayment stamps for intra-city service. In 1845 the very few existing private
posts continued, multiplied greatly in number, and exerted competitive pressure upon their respective local city carrier
departments. Private posts offered convenient drop boxes, volume discounts, and special messengers. However, in
1861 private posts too were effectively terminated by legislation, with correspondingly interesing city carrier sequelae.

SIGNIFICANCE
During the mid 19" century Philadelphia was the second most populous city in the United States, forth in the
Western World. This postal history exhibit reveals the competitive struggle between private and govemment mail
delivery. Postal rates were reduced by approximately two thirds and service greatly improved. Philadelphia is
unmatched by any city in the world for it’s diverse, colorful, and rich legacy during the formative years of philately.

PARCEL EXPRESS COMPANIES by June 1843 provided colorful advertising labels, but did not sell pre-paid stamps
however, only parcel express companies were permitted by law, but no remuneration for single letters.

HATCH & CO.’S EXPRESS ONE RECORDED - July 18, 1843
OPERATED : 1840 TO 1844

OPERATOR : GEORGE. HATCH
LOCATION : 42 S.3RD ST, PHILA
RATE : VARIABLE
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JULY 18, 1843

PINK HATCH & CO EXPRESS
LABEL

MANUSCRIPT “P_HATCH COS
EXPRESS”
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FROM PHILADELPHIA

In 1836 Harden began in Boston,
and by 1840 reached Philadelphia.
During 1843 when advertising labels
first appeared, he entrusted Hatch
with his New York to Philadelphia
route. In early 1844 Harden returned %’7 "%
from his transatlantic and foreign
exchanges to resume his domestic
routes. On August 7, 1844 Harden
sold this route to Livingston. Harden
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has often been called the “original Q/ Z .22 / /

expressman.”







