




















1873 Department of the Interior 

Issued Stamps 

1875 Special Printing 

83 Issued 

Imprint and plate number “56” lower left corner margin block of twelve 

Imprint upper left corner margin block of ten 

Missing Perfs 









1879 Department of the Interior 

Issued Stamps 

plate number “56” bottom row block of twenty with Continental Bank Note Co. Imprint. 
 

The Continental Bank Note Co. merged with the American Bank Note Co. on February 4, 1879.  All Official stamp plates were transferred and 
utilized by the new American firm for the printing of the 1879 soft paper issue. 

Used Stamps 

Block of twelve, the largest recorded used multiple 
Negative “5” 
Boston, MA 

“11” in Rings 
Philadelphia, PA 

Crazy Perfs 







































1873 Treasury Department 

Issued Stamps 

1875 Special Printing 

85 Issued 

Used Stamps - Multiples 

New York City  

Yellow Brown Brown Dark Brown 



















1873 War Department 

Domestic Usage - Auxiliary Markings 

16 September, Harrisburg, PA double rate to Chester, PA.  “Unclaimed” handstamp and manuscript “Don’t know where this man is.” 

25 March (1874), Washington, D.C. double rate to Baltimore, MD.  “Returned to Writer” and “Not Found” handstamps. 
This geometric cancellation was used by Washington, D.C. in March 1874 only. 












