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The U. 5. Post Office Department is probably the oldest
agency of the Federal Government. The General Post Office
under the Continental Condgress was established almost a vear
with Beniamin Franklin as the Postmaster General.

Postal Service dates from 1775 under the Continental Con-
aress. The Office of Postmaster General was created in 1879,
and has been a member of the President's Cabinet since 1829.
The Post Office was not established as an executive depart-
ment until 1872. It was reorganized in 1971 as the United
States Postal Service, an independent agency within the
executive branch, effective 1 Julv 1971.

This «collection 1is a brief postal historvy of various
styles and feormats of official mail of the U. 5. Post Office
and Post Office Department illustrating the develorement of
the service from 1778 to 1870. The exhibit is divided into
eleven sections. '

Forerunner: Great Britain and British Colonial Free

Frank Mail

Chapter-I: Free Frank Mail-Postmasters (1778 - )
Chapter-II: Free Frank Mail-Post Office Dept. (1810 -)
Chapter-III:Confederate States of America - Official Mail
Chapter-IV: Official Stamps' Mail (1873 - )

Chapter-V: 0Official Stamped Envelopes' Mail ( )

1873 -
Chapter-VI: Postal Service Envelopes' Mail (1879 - )
Chapter-VII:Penalty Frank Mail (1879 -13970)
Chapter-VIII:Penalty Overprinted Stamped Envelopes' Mail
Chapter-IX: Official Mail in U.S. Possessions.
Chaprter-¥X: Official Air Mail
Chapter-X¥XI: Postal Savings Mail (1910 - 14)

QLT

There are two kev areas of study:
1. The historv of the Post Offices' and Post Office

Department's cfficial mail stvles and formats.
2. The laws, acts and regulations of the official mail.
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England/London/Somerset

In of the Britsh Post 0Office revenue passed

from Crown tc State. Only after 1764 can specific laws and
regulations be found in the acts of Parliament relative to

the details of free franking letters.

In 1764, controel

FQRERUNNER -
" 1693 BRITISH FREE FRANK
The franking privilege started in America by being brought
from England.as part of British mail system. From 1661 until
1764, authority for franking was granted under Roval Warrant
from the Crown to the House of Commons and the other
branches of the government.
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17 69BRITISH COLONY
BostonPost Office Account

Free franking -- whereby a designated goverment official
could send mail without charge by authority of '‘his signature
on the cover -- originated in England in 1652. This usage
came to the American colonies with cther aspects of British

postal system.
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Philadelphia & New York papers) of; Postmaster's notation




CHAPTER-I1 FREE FRANK MAIL -POSTMASTERS

?/1 7 7 8 FREE FRANK-Postmaster

The
placed on a piece of ma a2ail indicating the
free ¢f charge. Thoese p
without pavment of postage, because of
status., 5i-bed their Elqnalufe together
cfflce.aﬁd the word FnEE'on their mail.

Franking Si
manuscript -

term FRANK in a Dostal—hlsto*v sense, a signature

right to sender it

ermitted by law to send thei mall
.I_

their covernment

with their title of

Postmaster and

Manuscript Date

l June 5, 1778




1795 FREE FRANK - Postmaster

Postmaster's Free Frank Mail - Folded letter from Firs
Postmaster o¢f the New York Post Office., sent in August 19
17395, postmarked N*Vork August 20, and handstamped FREE
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Straightline postmark was the
earliist tvpe used in America
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1 800-0 2 FREE FRANK-Postmasters
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Postmaster's Free Frank Mail - Folded letter from
Postmaster. Franking signature of Postmaster, manuscript
date - June 29th 1800, and handstamped - Free & BOSTON.
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Postmaster's Free Frank Mail - Foldefq letter from
Postmaster. Albany, New York, Postmaster, postmark - Feb. 10
(1802) cancel and manuscript - Free. Lddressed to William
Wilson Postmaster in Clermont.
Postmaster franks:
211 official business mail was permitted tobe franked from
1798 to 18

3, even throught the brown-out period of 1845 47,
rsonal mail less 1/2 oz. from 1798 to 1845 and
3. Pastage was to be added over 1/2 oz. ¢¢m1t.
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1813 14 FREE FRANK—-Postmasters

Mail

Frank

Free

C

S.

- Free,

manuscript

and postmarked COLUA (Columbia),

(1813).
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1 821 - 23 FREE FRANK-Postmasters
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Postmaster's Free Frank Mail - Folded letter
Postmaster; Alburn, New York

JUNE 1 (1821) cancel. Fr
manuscript - Free.

from

. Postmaster, black postmark
anking signature of Postmaster and
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Postmaster's
postmark and hand
New York, Postmaster.

5, N-vY/ July 18 arc
Florida to Clermont,




Fla.Territory
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1827 -35 FREE FRANK - Postmasters

1827 Fleorida

keeper at

sent in

the
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1 8 3 0 3 1FREE FRANK - Postmasters
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Postmaster's Free Frank Mail - Foldcd letter from Post-
master. St Mary, Georgia, red postmark AUG 7 {(1830) cancel.
Franking 51qnatur° of BAlfred Doolittle Postmaster and
manuscript - Free

master.
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oty ot g s g st ;
Mail Folded letter from Post-
Virginia, Postmaster, black postmark
Franking signature of postmaster
{1831).

o A

Postmaster s Free Fr=n£

B

Shepherdstown,
SHEPHERDSTOWN, VA cancel.
and manuscript date Oct 18




183 1-37FREE FRANK-Postmasters
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Postmaster's Free Frank Mail - Small holded letter from

Postmaster:
Franking signature of Postmaster, manuscript Free.




1 8 3 7 - 41 FREE FRANK - Postmasters

) S
?""ﬂ:’m.f}s' p . b ir

(830 Thew Wil Ruclir- 0,

s

- FRE L

% iy

Holle o (122

@}‘Z;‘
S

Free Frank Mail of the Postmaster sent in 1837 and post¥
marked in black JACKSON, TEN (NESSEE)/ MAY 22 (1837). Frank-
ing signature of Chester postmaster (1825-35) and hand-
stamped FREE.
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Free Frank Mail of the Postmaster sent in 1841 and post-
mared in blue BOLTVAR, Te(nnessee)/ MAY 4 (1841). Franking
signature of J. H. Bills first postmaster (1823-42) and
handstamped FREE.
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. Bpril 24 red postmark New York. T.J,
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1844 -45 FREE FRANK -Postmasters
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Postmaster's Free Frank Mail - Folded letter from Post-
master sent in 1844. Franking signature of postmaster and
handstamped FREE.
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Postmaster' Free Frank Mail - Folded letter from Post-
master Ausable Forks. April 30 to Elizabethtown, New York -
then turned and nos*marked ELIZABETHTOWN N.Y./ MAY 2 (1845)
back to Ausable Forks. Postmaster FREE FRANK of Orlando

<5
Kellogg who later became a congressman.




1851 -54 FrREE FRANK - Post Offices

Free Frank Official Mail of Saint Louis Post Office in
Missouri sent in 1851, postmarked in red SAINT LOUIS Mo/ APR
6 (1851) and printed Free... P.O.Business..

Free Frank Official Mail of Bridgeport Post Office in
Vermont sent in 1854, postmarked in black BRIDGEPORT Vt./
OCT 5 (1854), printed P.O. BUSINESS and handstamped FREE.




1 8 54 FrREE FRANK-LOCAL POST

Formed by D. O. Blecod and W. H. Blood in 1845. Successor
to Philadelphia Despatch Post which issued 14 local stamps.
The independent mail routes began USUan stamps in 1844 and
were put out of business by Act of March, 1845, which became
effective July 1, 1845.

Q

Cne cent Lt m nk Mail of the Post-
master sent in 1854 and postmarked in black PHILADELPHIA PA/
SEP 26. Franking signature of the postmaster and handstamped
FREE. S )

One Local Philadelphia Company, Blood's Penny Post, was to
become one of the nation's preeminent and mest prolific. The
local post dates from 1841. It lasted until dissolution by

the government on July 1, 1863 (Act of March 3, 1863), when
government free home delivery of city mail commenced. Local
posts generally changed 1 cent to delivery a letter to the

g the
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1856 FREE FRANK -STEAMBOAT MAIL




Free Prank Official Mail of the Post Office in Cincinnati.

Ohio, sent in 1856, postmarked in blue CINCINNATI O./ NOV 1
{1858}, handstamped in red double-circle POST OFFICE
BUSINESS/ FREE.
Postmasters' F sent to or
from those whe h
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ree Frank Official Mall of the New York Post Office sent
in 18537, postmarked in black NEW VYORK JAN 13 (i857)., and
d ped double-oval POST OFFICE RUSINESS/ FREE.
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1857 - 58 FREE FRANK - Postmaster Handstamps
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1857 - 61 FREE FRANK - Postmaster Handstamps

Postmaster Handstamps - P. 0. BUSINESS/ FREE
{rimmed semi-circle)

a) Free Frank Mail of the Post Office in Boston, sent in
1857. Handstamped P.O.BUSINESS/FREE in black.

b) Free Frank Mail of the Post Office in New Haven. CT. sent

in 1857. Handstamped P.O.BUSINESS/ FREE in black

c) Free Frank Mail of the Post Office in burlington, VT,
sent in 1861. Handstamped P.O.BUSINESS/ FREE in red.




1859 - 62 FREE FRANK - Postmaster Handstamps
Postmaster - a) POST OFFICE BUSINESS/ FREE (oval)
Handstamps b) P.O.BUSINESS/ FREE

c) PQST QFFICE BUSINESS/ FREE (box w/cut)

i i T R BN i e S

a) Free Frank Mail of the Post Office in Winchester, NH,
sent in 1859. _ ‘

b) Free Frank Mail of the Post Office in Roston., sent in
1862. . _ .

c) Free Frank Mail of the Post Office in New York, sent in
1861




1859 - 60 FREE FRANK- Post Offices
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Free Frank Official Mail of New Haven Post Office 1in

Conneticut sent in 1859, postmarked in black NEW HAVEN Ct./
MAR 16 (1859), and printed double oval POST OFFICE BUSINESS.

FREE.

Free Frank Official Mail of Chicago Post Office sent in
1860, postmarked CHICAGO, Ill./ JUN 1 (1860), and printed

corner card - Post Office, Chicago, Ill./ OFFICIAL BUSINESS
Free. .




1 8 6 0 62 FREE FRANK - Postmaster Handstamps

Postmaster Handstamns - POST OFFICE BUSINESS/ FREE (c
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Free Frank Official Mail of Washington City Post Office
sent in 1860, postmarked in black WASHINGTON CITY/ JUL 10
{(1860) and nanﬂstamherq circle POST OFFICE/ BUSINESS/ FREE.
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Free PFrank Official Mail of the Post 0Office sent in 1862
and handstamped circle POST OFFICE BUSINESS/ FREE.




186 2 FREE FRANK-RAILWAY MAIL

Oon July 7, 1838 Congress passed an act providing that each
and every railroad within the limits of the United Stats
which now is or mav hereafter be completed, shall be a post
rute, and the Postmaster General shall cause mail to be
transported theron. Mail had been carried by rail as early
as 1834, but the passage of this act began the real history
of the railroad as a factor in communication and the deve-
lopement of the railway mail routes

— Free Frank Official Mail of the Postmaster sent in —J
August 27, 1862. Franking signature of the Postmaster
and manuscript - Free. Ex. J. W. Thompson - West

Virginia and C.S.A. Postal History Collection.
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1862 - 65 FREE FRANK -Postmasters

Free Frank Official Mail of the Postmaster of Winchester
in Massachusetts sent in 1862, postmarked in black WINCHES-
TER, MASS./ 29 AUG (1862), franking signature of the post-
master- Geo P Brown, and printed P.O.BUSINESS/ GEO. P.

BROWN, P.M..

Frank Official Mail of the Postmaster of Charlestown
achusetts sent in 1865, postmarked in red CHARLESTOWN
18)65, franking signature of the pocstmaster,

5 (1 \
d printed Post Office Carlestown, Mass./ OFFICIAL
-

)
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1865 - 70 FREE FRANK -Postmasters

Free Frank Official Mail of Buffalo Post Office in New
York sent in 1865, postmarked in blue BUFFALO N.Y./ APR 26
(1865), and printed Post Office Business/ FREE..

Free Frank Official Mail of the Postmaster of New York
sent in 1870, postmarked in black NEW YORK/ DEC 5 (1870)/
FREE, franking signature of the postmaster, and printed
Official Business..




1870 - 73 FREE FRANK -Postmasters

Post Office Official Business envelopes. Imprinted
Official Business, Reg{istraticn). Bus(iness).. and
POSTMASTER.

Heg. Bus C Offidal Dusiness,
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Under the Continental Congress:

1810 FREE FRANK - 7th thePostmasters General

Following the adoption of the Constitution in March 1789,
an Act of September 22, 1789, temporarily established a nost
office and created the Office of the Postmaster General
under the Treasurv.

The General Post Office, as it was know, did not attain
full department status, with the Postmaster General as a
cabinet member, until 1829.

Geneal PoseOfiice, -

FASHINGTON CITY, 2. 7¢/111L/ /&

N

THE POSTMASTERS GENERAL ‘ ’
Ettera and /uz/z'm'a on «szr[, and az‘m‘wnm"y.

&)
5)

TENURE L am, Sir, [
Took Left
Name State 0$f1’ce Office / / , A// ; )/( ] L/z/v
?/oaw mogt oledient, . /
Benjamin Franklin PA 7/26/1775 Y] &
Richard Bache PA 11/7/1776
Ebenezer Hazard N.Y. 1/28/1782
Under the Federal Constitution: . iy .
reer ! Gideon Granger, 7th the Postmaster General
S Yovaring P oot - (1801-14) folded letter free franked , post-
Joseph Habersham  GA  2/25/1795 'l marked in SEP 28 (1810)/ WASHINGTON CITY and

Gideon Granger cT 11/28/1801 handstamped FREE.

Return J.Meigs,Jr. OH 4/11/1814

s T b




1817 FREE FRANK-1st the 2nd Asst PMG.

A second assistant was provided in 1810 by an Act of
Congress, the titles of First and Second assistant did not
emerge until the 1830's when theyv became known as the

~——assistant postmasters in charge of the first and second —y

divisions

of *ha Dos+ OfFl”e Department

THE SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTERS GENERAL, 1810-1873

Name State Appointed

Seth Pease cT 1810
Phineas Bradley cT 1818
Selah R. Hobbie N. Y. 1829
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Seth Pesae, first the Second Assistant Postmasters
General (1810-18), folded letter free frank mail sent in
1817, postmarked in black WASH. CITY/ FEB 8 (1817) and
handstamped FREE.




1 81 8 FREE FRANK-—'8th Postmasters General

Return J. Meigs, Jr. 8th the Postmasters General (1814
23) holded 1letter free frank mail sent to Postmaster at

Hurlem in New York, in May 2, 1818.

GENERAL POST-OFFICE,
May 2, 1818.

RETURN J. MEIGS, Jr. -

Post-master General.

) // Y //; ni
O / 247, 727 &’4‘té _Esq. L THE POSTMASTERS GENERAL

Post-master at /A Letltsss S

Under the Continental Congress:

TENURE

Took Left
Name State Office Office
Benjamin Franklin PA 7/26/1775
‘Richard Bache PA 11/7/1776
Ebenezer Hazard N.Y. 1/28/1782
Under the Federal Constitution:
"Samuel Osgood MA 9/26/1789
Timothy Pickering PA 8/19/1791
Joseph Habersham GA 2/25/1795
Gideon Granger cT 11/28/1801
Return J.Meigs,dr. OH 4/11/1814
John McLean OH 7/1/1823




1825 - 29 FREE FRANK-4th the 1st Ass’t PMG.
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Abraham Bradley, the First Assistant Postmaster General
(1800-29), free frank official mail of the Post Office

Department postmarked in red MAY 16 (1825)/ WASHINGTON
CITY,. '
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Abraham Bradleyv, Jr.,

4th the First Assistant Post-

macters Ga fold 1att
e ReSTSTANT POSTHASTER GENERAL. 1780-1810] Rasters General fclded letter free franked and post-

(FIRST ASSISTANT PHG, 1810-1873) marked in red OCT 14 (1829)/ WASH(INGTO)N CITY.
Franking signature of A h B i
ne State Appointed an a s of Abraham Bradley and handstamp -
- - Free,
mes Bryson ? 1/28/1782
nathan Burrall N. Y. 1789
arles Burrall N.Y. (7)) 1791
raham Bradley, Jr. CcT 1800
arles K. Gardner N.J

. 1829




1 830 FREE FRANK-3rd the 2nd Asst Postmasters General

Selash R. Hobbie, the Second Assistant Postmasters General
(1829-36) folded letter free franked and prostmarked in red
MAY 22 WASHINGTON CITY. A second assistant was provided in
1810 by act of congress, the title Sscond Assistant 4did not
emerge until 1830. .
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THE SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTERS GENERAL, 1810
Name State Appointed
Seth Pease CT 1810
Phineas Bradley CT 1818
Selah R. Hobbie N.Ye 1829
Robert Johnston PA 1836
Philo C. Fuller N.Y. 1841

thhn A. Bryan OH October 1842




1 8 3 2 FREE FRANK - 11th Postmasters General

POST-OFFICH DEPARTMAENT,

Wiaskinglon, (0f0s el 28, /852

Agi". : ’ «
I have mn(lmlul/lo establish « §ogt @FEice, by the name of - RTINS

in the County of « “7- PV s el // and State of |, % /7 P

and to appoint you JPostnster tlzu'co/' i which capacity you will be authorized

1o ael 2inon com nlul.»p o 'm:II:_ I!Aﬂ /n’lnmrn o a-mmurmnlful,.c:

THE POSTMASTERS GENERAL
Under the Continental Congress:

TENURE
Took Left
Name State Office Office

Benjamin Franklin PA 7/26/1775
Richard Bache PA 11/7/1776
Ebenezer Hazard N.Y. 1/28/1782

Under the Federal Constitution:

Samuel 0sgood MA 9/26/1789
Timothy Pickering PA 8/19/1791
Joseph Habersham GA 2/25/1795
Gideon Granger CcT 11/28/1801

Return J.Meigs,Jr. OH 4/11/1814
John McLean OH 7/1/1823
William T, Barry* KY 4/6/1829
Amos Kendall KY 5/1/1835




18 3 3 FREE FRANK- Chief Examiner

W. G. Elict, Chief Examiner of the Examiner's Office -
Post Office Department folded letter free franked and sent
in December 14, 1833.

Pﬂ%’l‘ OFFICE PEPARTMENT, = ¢
Fxaminer’s Ofice,

Sael s 9 1833.
SKR: L ) L
Iierewith you have a memorandum of such errors as have been

discovered and corrected in your quarierly returns for the quarter ending
1st JULY, 1833. ’

Letters concerning the errors, or relating im any respect to the quar-
terly returns, must be addressed “ IPost Office Department, Kxaminer’s
Office.” '

Respectiully, your obedicnt scrvant,

/// /
Z/&zfﬂ
. _/
Z 4(9 Jé “0(-,?—»"" E.sq P, ]ll - '/ur/ }‘wzmnel

e 0 - - ; ’b’"“ B i i A SR

04t @///éca e@c/zm*tmww

Postmaster

®

B e e et e S e L
Free Franked OfF1c1al folﬂed letter:

Printed - Post Office Department.

i i s i B R e s e




18 36 - 37 FREE FRANK- 5th the 1st Asst PMG.

B

I . . Eh = J/D
/(.;7 it 8D LB e

i f/ "”“")“

o / >—/,.r/4..:’-

AT y
Y P ol
K“"—' e o & e

Coer ™™ B e .
SP S a o LB Lo

VzéftriE; . o

,-// ”
I S S

ey

Charles K.
General folded 1letter
WASHINGTON CITY/ JUN
Gardner and manuscript

g

i Loy Lo il o i e e st i i niei s Mt i i i e

5th the First Assistant Postmaster
free franked and postmarked in red
(1836) . Franking signature of C. K.
Post_Office_Dept.

Y 1

Gardner,

i

(%€<%7Zér///;h7€//éﬁlﬂ//

s e R B A 3 o e T g e st g e A Tt R T R R

Charles k. Gardner (5th the First Ass't P.M.G.).

THE ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL, 1789-1810

(FIRST ASSISTANT PMG, 1810-1873)

1st the Sixth Auditor for the Post Office Department
(July 2 1836-1841) foded letter free franked and

3 State Appointed postmarked in red WASHINGTON CITY/ AUG 2 (1837).

s Bryson ? 1/28/1782 Franking signature of C.K.Gardner, handstamp - FREE
athan Burrall N.Y, 1789 and manuscript Auditors Office P. 0. Dept.

~les Burrall N.Y. (7) 1791 -

aham Bradley, Jr. CT 1800

les K. Gardner N.J. 1829

Eh R. Hobbie N. Y 1836




183647 FREE FRANK-6th the 1stAss't PMG.

st
i

g
i
4

SR Ly W 15

o

Sé*ah R.uobble. 6th the F -st Ass taht Postmastnr Cennral
{(1836-51), holded letter free franked and postmarked in re
WASHINGTON CITY/ APR 28 (1836) Franking signature of S. R.

Hobbie, manuscript - P.0O.Dept. and handstamped in red FREE.

e

Post Office Business.
o X Offigral_Business.

- . [ T S R 1

s s s,

g
v

THE ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL, 1789-1810

3

es Bryson

athan Burrall
rles Burrall

aham Bradley, Jr.
rles K. Gardner

sela Hobbie, the First Assistant Postmaster
(FIRST ASSISTANT PMG, 1810-1873) General folded letter free franked and postmarked
Gt — in red WASHINGTON D.C./ FREE/ 12 FEB (1847) 1i‘ran}f—
tate  Appointed ing signature of S.R.Hobbie and printed Post Offic
1/28/1782 Department.
1789 =
L (7)) 1791
1800
1829
1836

ah R. Hobbie




1837 FREE FRANK-12 th Postmasters General

art

Rob(ert). Jonston
stmaster General

Post Office Dept.

Weashingten,

POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT,

%7{/2 '/Ilzfzr»

/s

/@/

/"

<

rar

%// ﬁ_)./“(‘, e <
/ﬁ@/ﬁ
%ﬂ . / /// orrdeLs )

A7 -
« ///z/( LESLE

7/2, |

NN
NN
e

A

G e b A et e
“r-an; respectilly;

THE POSTMASTERS GENERAL

Under the Continental Congress:

Your obedient servant,

/) .
/ o [ bte

TENURE M
Took Left
Name State Office 0ffice
=
M Benjamin Franklin PA 7/26/1775 Amos Kened
i Richard Bache PA  11/7/1776 40), folded
Ebenezer Hazard N.Y. 1/28/1782 WAESHINGTON C
Under the Federal Constitution:
Samuel 0Osgood MA 9/26/1789
Timothy Pickering PA 8/19/1791
Joseph Habersham GA 2/25/1795
i Gideon Granger CcT 11/28/1801
Return J.Meigs,Jr. OH 4/11/1814
John MclLean OH 7/1/1823
William T. Barry* KY 4/6/1829
Amos Kendall KY 5/1/1835
John M. Niles 5/16/1840

ell Postmaster General (1835-
letter and postmarked in red
ITY D.C./ MAR 25 (1837).




1 8 37 FREE FRANK Manuscript-Post

Office Department

The 1Posimasier w||| forward one Receipt, and when he paysto an Agent, dne Order an eceipt, forthwith, to the Audilor for iite Fog jice veparienc— -

‘v in efault of which he will not have eredit for the payment. i . v
o , (DUPLICATE.) o
To the Postmaster at, 7l / Y e e / - State of s e
P lo g/&/\&)»o(ﬁ,é/ /@/W the whole amount due from you to the United

States, including the amount accruing during the Qnarter entlmtr December 31sf, 1856, as shown by your

a4

/9‘

Account Current.

I 4
o \/ : . /Lg{ . 15? ' ' E S o
] (DUPLICATE.)
MAIL ROUTE, No.. /. 3/
- // TR
Received this s day of fad 0/ 183 &
from ’ /'72 /’/sz¢ £ Posimasler at 7’ /{ { / //I

P

o

s, s _,-/
State of ( ‘¢ { , ///?“-Z; 7 2 Dollars, J«t“f,]"’ /{&Cenls,

being the amount due from him to the United States, for the Quarler ending December 31st, 1836, as shown by his

Account Current, including all previous dues.
7 e / Y e 0‘7

= /.

| Free Frank Official Mail of the Post Offlce Department
===sent in 1837.
__ instruction from the Post 0Office Department to the Post-—
master at Salt Creek, Illinois to pay the money which he has
collected the last three months of 1836 to Jeremiah Harris
who was sent to collect it.




1 839 45 FREE FRANK-4th&9th the 2nd Ass't RMG.

s

‘S

Lot
@ S eS

A, ?/M -
/4%i74X2L? . /7 ‘ 2%%/

/427, N ¢%~’

B B R e e g R e AT

A
E SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTERS GENERAL,

Pease
eas Bradley
h R. Hobbie
rt Johnston
o C. Fuller
A. Bryan
. Tyson
. Miller
jam Medill
iam J. Brown

Robert Johnston, 4th the econd Assistant Postmaster
qeneral {1836-41) folded letter free franked and postmarked
in red WASHINGTON CITY, D.C./ AUG 13 (1839)
{ '\;/g ,«4‘!«.
s s H
A o ) > ) i
A PO OFPICE DEPARTMENT T
O {ficial THisi o6 "
[ ‘H,\ k
;o
L0
'z

- gt ot e L X ae) o - o e e S '7/"’1 L s o —?-—m»
William Medill, 9TH the Secound A551stant Postmaster

ciate  Amointe General (1845) folded letter with stamped POST OFFICE

DEPARTMENT/ Official Rusiness and postmarked in red
g =Y WASHINGTON CITY,D.C. /AUG 20 (1845).
N.Y. 1829
PA 1836
N.Y. 1841
OH October 1842
PA (7) 1843
VA 1844
OH 1845
IN 1845



1841 FREE FRANK -1st ChiefClerk in the 1st Ass't PMG's Office

William H. Dundas, the Chief Clerks in the First Assistant
Postmasters General's Office (1836-45) folded letter free
frank mail sent in 18 postmarked WASHINGTON CITY D. C./
FER 12 (1841) and hand e ~

The name of the Chief Clerk in the office of First and
Second Assistant Postmasters General's show a strange inter-
relationship of name seemingly switching from one to othe
every few vears. '”

POST OFIICE DEPARTMENT,
CONTRACT OFFICK, '

¢ /f/’ 2 ///'“:l 184 /.

‘ ,\ ACNL Aev o '-)
/‘ . 'S 3
s ma//,)/ 4 ;// e

v .
Lt o Llirst Assistant Postmaster General.

e

o
CHIEF OR PRINCIPAL CLERKS IN 1ST ASS'T PMG'S OFFICE

Name State Tenure

William H. Dundas VA 1836-1845

Samuel Beach cT . 1847

David Saunders VA 1849

Nicholas Halter . ., ? 1851

Eben L. Childs N.H. October 1851

None - 1853-1861

St. John B.L. Skinner N.Y. 1861-August 1866

James H. Marr Md. 1866-1873




1845-54 rree FRANK—10th&12th the 2nd Ass't PM G,

(S

William J.
9),

184

oA LU—

folded

e Lot ot

P@ST OFI‘I( E DEP: I{I‘I\IE r\

'

*r‘.“ﬁ“?‘:m“iv~~'vr;"~n~~-+-u s .

f M s % N et T

Brown, 2nd Assistant Postmaster General (1845 -

letter with stamped POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT.

Official Business and postmarked in red WASHINGTON CITY, NOV
{(1845) .

29

THE SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTERS GENERAL

Name State Appointed
Seth Pease CT 1810
Phineas Bradley CT 1818

Selah R. Hobbie N.Y. 1829 .
Robert Johnston PA 1836

Philo C. Fuller N. Y. 1841

John A. Bryan OH October 18¢
J. W. Tyson PA (7) 1843

N. M. Miller VA 1844
William Medill OH 1845
William J. Brown IN 1845

Fitz Henry Warren IA 1849
William H. Dundas* VA 1852
Feorge W. McLellan MA March 1861

POST OFF) e Ok
Ofiicial Bu

r\{//‘} '//(’ ’
R %(v,v fcrz\ (‘/{

=z )
(( CT e 7,

e e e e e B it
T T S T T T S Coa

William H. Dundas, 2nd Assistant Postmaster General
{1852 - 61), folded letter with handstamped POST OFFICE
DEPARTMENT, / Official Business and postmarked in black
WASHINGTON. D.C./ AUG. 23 (1854)




1849 FREE FRANK-4thChiefClerk in the st Ass't PMG's Office

Imprint - POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT./Official Business.

‘POS T OFPI CE DEPAR T]lIEN T
Official Busmess

i

rostT OFFICE DEPARTMEN'L

D . 4 a
Contact \) oo e b 0 ABN ).
‘ % 2 /
Sir: .
The following is the Seheduls for voute No. 22w o @, . on which

M '///’ W T s s Y ¥ Hecer syt .Ih(" Contractord’,

POST OFFICE DL‘P.HRT]WENT
Oﬁczal Busmess. '

To the Postmaster at

Report to the Department, superscribed “Ingercrion,” every fuz[luo t_lftho mearl 107~
depurt as above requirad, and every fuilure to arvive at l/u time above set, when so fur behind
Ium as lo cause (()Illl)/ullll I(’l(/llll .l/(!lll (/( ll)()/, or [JI(U(/L [ (l)/lll( ll()ll lm[/[ u“.:/ ()11[:1()1[11' 1Iulll
or whencver, in any cuse, the mail is ren upon a duy different from what is specified in the sche-
dule.  Also report whencoer mail is conveyed in « mode infe wrior o that above specified.

Respectfully, your ubuluyc: vynt,
//' 7 Lz/ < @(7/2,
S ' ~—(“*’ “: /’4 ’
//a o~ lst ABsisrant l’usn\lwrlm ((BNERAL.

Nicholas Halter, Chief C‘erk in first Assistant Postmaster
General's Office (1849 - 1), foclded letter and rpostmarked
in red WASHINGTON,D.C./10 TULY .

CHIEF OR PRINCIPAL CLERKS IN 1ST ASS'T PMG'S OFFICE
Name State Tenure
William H. Dundas VA 1836-1845
Samuel Beach CcT 1847
David Saunders VA 1849
Nicholas Halter ? 1851
Eben L. Childs N.H. October 1851
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1850 - 60 FREE FRANK- 4th & 5th the 3rd Ass't P.M.G.
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Appointed

1836
1841

1845
1846
1859

State
N.C.
MD

VA

GA

N C

At

T

THE THIRD ASSISTANT POSTMASTERS GENERAL, 1836-1873

lame

)aniel Coleman
John S. Skinner
(.M. Miller
John Marron*

M



1852 -60 FreE FRANK-P.OD.

=

P
LT A N

¥ - &
S Lo b ey

oyl g

Mail of the Post 0Office Department

red POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT/ OFFICIAL
signature of E. F. Phott

Free Frank official Mail of the Post Office Department
sent 1in 1860, and handstamped POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT/
OQFFICIAL BUSINESS..




1854 FREE FRANK-9th the 1stAss't PMG.

Horatio King, the First Assistant Postmaster General
(1854-61), free frank official mail of the Post Office
Department post-marked in black MAY 23 1854/ WASHINGTON
CITY.D.C..

& PR Ly G o 4t B Ay oot W
Wogh {iee Gepavimend,

-

@ fficinl Dusinees

00 BpELp e ety v T

THE ASSISTANT POSTMASTER GENERAL, 1789-1810
(FIRST ASSISTANT PMG, 1810-1873)

— Name State Appointed

James Bryson ? 1/28/1782

Jonathan Burrall N.Y. 1789

Charles Burrall N.Y. (?) 1791

Abraham Bradley, Jr. CcT 1800

Charles K. Gardner N.J. 1829

Selah R. Hobbie N.Y. 1836

Solomon D. Jacobs N 1851

Selah R. Hobbie* N. Y. 1853

Horatio King ME 1854

John A. Kasson 1A March 1861




186 3 - 69 FREE FRANK -RETURN LETTER OFFICE
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1849 - 61 FREE FRANK 5th&.8th Chief Clerks of the PO, D,

e

o Post Dffice Departmeny

Ao ©5

‘ Offiicial Business.

m%mw
/f/Z(/(///sZ(Zz

'

- 4
Ve ‘/;ﬁé;at
William H. Dundas, Chief Clerk Of the Post Office Depart-, .
ment (1846-=51) folded letter free franked and postmarked in
red July 12, {1849} WASHINGTON CITY, to DANVILLE (Postmarked
e J - -~ )
DANVILLE,Pa/JUL 18) Pennsvlvania and forwarded to DONALDSON.
. ol AV T :
«’2 %*‘1? :1\ H
f ﬁk'ﬂy A i
| POST & M;E‘FI zﬁ@? MENT,
Yo Il
o J«"/ﬁ/‘

Postmaster o’ A" 727 T 7 4

‘//dcu 7///772 al
////Lz,’ ‘ﬁ/ﬂ /K—»

ame

ndrew Coyle
badiah B. Brown
.S. Loughborough
ohn S. Marron
illiam H. Dundas
ohn Oakford
enjamin F.Clements
homas P, Trott
illiam A. Bryan*

CHIEF CLERKS OF THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT ‘,‘: //‘

State Tenure ‘\

PA 1819-1827(?) ' ) L

N.J. 1829-1834 y - : e e H s A. o e sy e

KY 183? el PRI RTINS Sl ¢ - » R, e ) et
8

A I 1851 Thomas P. Trott, 8th Chief Clerk of the Post
853 ]

A 1883 warch 1861 Office Department (1861-62) folded letter free

o1 March 1861 franked and postmarked in black WASHINGTON,

VA April 1862-1864 I AUG 5 5 _' 8 61 g
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1850 -53 FrREE FRANK-P.OD.

x I@? e ;le%mrtmem

UTTIQIALBUSLNESS.

J_.,h,_rmi%ﬂ;:p.ﬁxm}«[m i

ree ran! the Post Office ment
cent in 1853 and postmarked in black WASHINGTON CITY., D.C.
JUN 28 1853. Imprint Post Office Department./ Official
r

DU 1i TS e




18 57 FREE FRANK-Chief Clerk of the P.O.Dept.

The Post Office Derartment, with from one to three Ass't
Postmaster General, didnot alwavs have a Chief Clerk. per
se. who occasionally served as Postmaster General to frank
mail.

I "OST OFFICE DEPARTMENT, I

Official Business,

Dot @Fetee Wepivduneid,

»

IVSPECTION OFLICE,

///(47 99° 1857.

“OST OFFICE DEPARTMENT,

ici ating the
Official Business, Ling the

apted the

Postmaster
hed at their
sonveyance,
: time pre-

[<— . /) % -
POYTMASTER AT //> ey CP/) acJl 210, il forward
,// . b)
: é%mm 4{’{ ot (/4 2,

N ' ’ wired by

o

Yar T (0 g 7 g T : ; o T

¢/Zyz4 0y, Af0, (Z,? SLL]CTLE dlin) & v >
- Ky . - / .

QZ&rz/u'm,n.ff J /le/ luv(:p}‘)()~ ‘ Y et A A /fy}é_/

N o f : " — 2 -y /
Jeivice & /(1/13 e /. //Qe/,’ CHIEF CLERKS OF THE POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT Chief Cler:
(/ ( / Name State Tenure
Andrew Coyle PA 1819-1827(?)
Obadiah B. Brown N.J. 1829-1834
P.S. Loughborough KY 1835
John S. Marron GA 1837 e . _J
William H. Dundas VA 1846-1851
John Qakford . PA 1853 '
Benjamin F.Clements N 1859-March 1861
John Oakford Chief Clerk of the Post 0Office Department
{1853-59), folded letter and postmarked in black WASHINGTON,
CY, D.C./ MAY 23 1857/ FREE.




@W

18 6 4 FREE FRANK- 7th ChiefClerk in the 3rd Ass't PMG Office

Imprint
Post-QOffice Department.
OFFPICIAL BUSINESS.
Handstamp
C.F.Mcdohald
ACTING THIRD ASS'T P M GEN

o
Dost-OFtice Depmtment,
Ve Yy
A FRICIHAF-BUSINESS.
7 T j// = )
AT AR qedoneed .-

PoC TING T ed-B 1) ASS T o N (EN

Dout-OFffice DMepavtment,

. A’( >3 7

/

OFFICLﬁf*BU\INFSQ

//.
(f") C/ o w"/( ,(, r//lk é / /

™

ACTING THeiD ASS'T & w GEM

izZuZ.’7%?% ‘Zﬁ23fw¢<
S N4 ot
7%

C. F. McDonald, Chief Clerk in the 3rd Assistant Postmaster
General's Office (i1861-1864) corner, and postmarked in black
FREE and WASHINGTON,D.C., MAY 20, (18)64.

The name of Chief Clerks in the Offices of the ist, 2Znd.
and 3rd Assistant Postmaster General's show a strange inter-
relationship of names seemingly switching from one to the
other evervy few vears.

ST TR Al I R )
CHIEF CLERK$ IN THE 3RD ASS'T PMG'S OFFICE
Name State Tenure
Robert Johnston PA 1836
Joseph Perry MA 1837-1839
Thomas B. Addison MD 1841-1843
Samuel Beach CT 1845
Nicholas Halter ? 1847
Thomas Trott CcT 1849-1851
None - 1853-1861
C. F. McDonald MA 1861-August 1864
William M. Ireland PA August 1864-1873
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APTER:I C. S A. OFFICIAL MAIL

Do~

%X

863 cONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA

OFFICIAL MAIL

The Post 0Office Danartmvnt,of the Confederate States of
America was established on February 21, 1861, by an act of
the Provision Congress of the Cofederate States.

The Confederate postal laws did not provide the franking
privilege for any mail except official correspondence of the
Post Office Department. Such ltters could be sent free only
when enclosed in officially using them. These envelopes were
prepared and issued for Post Office Department use.

e
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Pair ¢f 5 cents stamp tied on from official mail of the
Auditor's Office - +the Post Office Department  o¢f the
Cofederate States of America sen in 1863 and postmarked
RICHMOND VA./FEB 18 1863. Envelcpe first used at Richmond,
Virginia on 1882 using a pair of 5 cents De La Rue & Co 5
cents stamps locally prlnted by Archer & Daly The semi-
cfficial envelope also printed by De La Rue & Co is of the
Cofederate Treasury Department.

10 cents letter rate 500 miles,
10 cents per half oz.
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1863 c.s.A; FREE FRANK

. CHIEF OF THE FiNANCE BUKEAU.

3 cents postal stamped envelope overprinted -
Confederate States of America,/ Post Office
Department,/ OFFICIAL BUSINESS. CHIEF OF THE
FINANCE BUREAU.

Free frank Official mail of the Chief of the Finance
Bureau - the Post Office Department of the Confederate
States Of America sent in 1862, postmarked in black RICHMOND
VA,/ SEP 10 (1862) and handstamped FREE.

The imprints were on United States envelopes of 18533 - 61
issue, and alsc cn commercial envelopes of various sizes and
colors. When officially signed and mailed. thev were post-
marked, wusually at Richmond, Virginia, with printed or
handstamped FREE.




1863 c.s.A.
FREE FRANK

Imprinted - Confederate States

America,/ POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT,

OFFICIAL BUSINESS./ CHIEF OF THE
APPOINTMENT BUREAU., and frank-
ing signature.

Free Frank Official Mail of the
Post Office Department of the Con-
federate States of America sent

in 1863, and postmarked RICHMOND
VA./ JAN 7 1863.




1864 c.s.A. FREE FRANK

the Chief of the Contract Bureau, free

- T

H. 5t Geo Offutt,
of the Post 0Office Department of

frank official mail
Confederate States of America sent in 1864 to the Postmaster

in Virginia.

—  Confederate States of Bmerica:/
ans-Miss/ OFFICIAL RUSINESS. printed imprint on envelope
top right. Ex. J. W. Thompson West Virginia and C.S.A.




CHAPTER:-N OFFICIAL STAMP’S MAIL

OFFICIAL STAMPS
1873

were authorized by
1873, abelishing the
supplianted on May
5, 1884 were decla

12 cents

30 cents a0 cents

, the franking privilege was abolised. The Post
o] partment's executive branch and Post 0Office
n offi
s

e )

th b

was
ial postage stamps (1 cent, 2 cents, 3 cents, 5
ents, 12 cents, 15 cents, 24 cents, 30 cents, and
or their official mail.
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1873 NON-OFFICIAL STAMP USAGE

rinted

Overprinted ‘
OFFICIAL BUSINESS.
Stamp & Envelope Agency.

OTFIOIAL, BUSINESS. - ..
Stump & Envelope Ageney,

!

OFFICIAL BUSINESS: - -

- Stamy & Gnelope Sgency.

A

(

OSTMASTER,

-

COUNTY OF / | "
| ,W/d%/éax 2

STATE OF // 3

¥ At
sttt R A R

( “72 ¢/

% (

¥ ki i A X

3 cents reguler postage stamp tied on official mail from
the Stamp & Envelope Agency in New York to the Postmaster of
County of Cumberland, Maine, postmarked in black NEW VORK/
SEP 11 10:30AM.




1 874 - 77 OFFICIAL STAMP- 3 cents

95t bf 5“ 74 De{mm@wf /

OFFICE OF TIE THIRD ASSISTANT P. M. GEVERABj/{“ '
OFFICIAL EUSINESS

\
7l
,.

Postmaster,

{

Post Office Department - Office of the Third Assistant
Postmaster General, Office of the Second Postmaster General,
and Return Letter Office official business envelopes bearing
a 3 cents Post Office Department official stamps.




1875. OFFICIAL STAMP-3 cents

nes

KIq
B X

MO Bus.
- ch TS

Monev Order Business envelopre bearing 3 cents Post Office
Department Official Stamp, circa 1875. Domestic Money Orders
service in the United States dates from 1864.

ey

Reg. Eus.

"

=
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2
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7 /
BT ey e e ” vy () - 7 /f7
Postmaster, é A”///( IR e IR A W

7

CX ) ST Ggunty’
; OFFICIAL, '
\ - e /F
| This Bovelope ix ts ho used only for ) R i ,
‘ Pogu-Ciice Buyiness. : y
L B O S

Reagistered Business envelope bearing 3 cents Post Office

Department official stamp, circa 1875.




1874
OFFICIAL STAMP
6 cents

Envelopre from free
franking period.

Double weight
because of enclosures

. Fh

fice Department - Office
The Third Assistant Post-
eral official business
earing 6 cents Post Office
cfficial stamp and post-
WASHINGTON.D.Cj/ DEC_1O

’ ost O
Supplies
i master Gen
envelope b
, Department
marked in
‘ 5PM {1874).




1875 OFFICIAL STAMP-6cents

Wozl @ffice Deparinrent

OFFICIAL BUSINESS.

e

Wost @ffice Deparinrent,

OFFICIAL BUSINESS.

Seonm

Envelope from free fra
Postmark: WASHINGTON, D.C.

Post Office Department - official business envelope
bearing a 6 cents Post Office Department official stamp

sent in 1875.

cents postage rate was double
welight rate. The rate at the time
as 3 cents per half ounce.




1888 NON-OFFICIAL STAMP USAGE

44
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Post

'FOST OFFIGE DEPARTMENT
OFFIGE OF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL,

WASHINGTON,D.C.
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