ALLEGAN, MICH.

CAPTURED JEFFERSON DAVIS

The tie in of this cover to Michigan postal history is the address
of Lient Col B. D. Tritchard, (mispelled) Comandig 4™ Michigan Cav.

Benjamin D. Pritchard entered the service in Allegon Michigan
on August |3, I1862. He was a captain in the 4™ Michigan Calavry
during its organization. He was wounded in action at Chicamauga,
Tennessee September 18, 1863, Promoted to Lieutenant Colonel
November 26, 1864 and Brevet Brigadier General United States
Volunteers March 10, I1865. "For faithful and meritorious service
in the capture of Jeff Davis" Notation on back of envelope is
autograph request.

[ MICHIGAN POSTAL HlSTORY 1865~




Y

[—MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY ——1860-1870

CORUNNA, MICH,.

DATE ABOVE THE MONTH

Unlike most circle date stamps the date is above the month in
the above 34 mm cancel. The postmaster evidently inverted the
slugs. This canceling device came into use in the early 1860s.

CORUNNA MISPELLED

A 26 mm circle date stamp with the town name mispelled. This
on an 1870-7| issue of the Continental Bank Note Company.

33



—MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1861
BLENDON, MICH. ' |

OPERATED MAY 22, 1860 TO OCTOBER 3l, 1899

The Blendon Lumber Company owned most of the land in the
area and the town was named for them. The post office was
established on May 22, 1860 with Milton N. Woodruff as the
first postmaster. It ceased operation on October 3l, 1899.

A Blendon, Mich. manuscript cancel with the same of May
|8, 1861 across the three one cent Franklins of the 1857 issue.

The right hand stamp is the dot on shoulder variety from plate
< ,.top row. -




—MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1862 |
ST. CLAIR ' |

A Douglas campaign cover listed in Walcotts Patriotic Cover
quolog as No. 141,

The Douglas campaign cover is franked with a rose Washington
of the August, 186! issue. The stamp was cancelled on Oct. 3,
1862 at St. Clair, Mich. and the letter to N.Y. city.

The post office was established on Feb. 14, 1826. Tt operated as
st. Clair even tho the village was called Palmer. The name was

officially changed to St. Clair on April 7, 1846.




| MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1864~ |
SPARTA CENTER, MICH. '

What is presently Sparta started out as Somerville in Dec.
of 1848. The settiement became Nashville but on November
7, 1850 the village and post office was renamed Sparta Center.
On January 13, 1885 it became simply Sparta. Gains P. Stebbins
was the first postmaster under the above first named.
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A manuscript Sparta Center on December |,1864. The date
of cancel on the rose shade Washington of August 19, 186l




AUSTERLITZ, MICH. |

A large flouring mill where the Rogue empties into the Grand
River was known as Imperial Mills. This in Kent county, Plain-
field township. It was given a post office as Austerlitz on
January 30, 1841, with Zenas G. Winsor as the first postmaster.
It operated until September 30, 910,

A 25 mm circle date stamp of Austerlitz, Mich. with a smudge
cancel on the 1861 Washington issue, The exact year of this
cover cammot be determined.

g7

— MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY I1865-1876 |




— MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1865-1876
AUSTERLITZ, MICH.

A large flouring mill where the Rogue empties into the Grand
River was known as Imperial Mills. This in Kent county, Plain-
field township. It was given a post office as Austerlitz on
January 30, 184\, with Zenas G. Winsor as the first postmaster.
It operated until September 30, [910.

A 25 mm circle date stamp of Austerlitz, Mich. with a smudge
cancel on the 1861 Washington issue. The exact year of this
cover carmot be determined.




TNDIAN CREEK, MICH. :

Solomon Wright became the first postmaster of Indian Creek
on December 30, 1847 It operated as such until the name was
changed to Walker on July 14, 1884.

A manuscript Indian Creek, Mich. May |0 (exact year unknown)
with matching cancel on the Washington issue of 186l

——MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY ' 1866 —




— MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1866
INDIAN CREEK, MICH. ‘ ,

-
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At 21 e

From Indian
creek, Michigan
on February 22
1866) to Shrews-
burg, Vermont.
All postal mark-
ings, manuscript,
and the three
cent Washington
the bright rose
shade.
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 MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY
PAW PAW, MICH, |

Two different Paw Paw, Mich. cancels on covers fo Mr. John

Geers of Ithica, New York. The Washington three cent stamps
are of the I186| series.

Paw Paw, Mich. Jan.
~and Feb., 1867




HUNTERS CREEK, MICHIGAN

Hunters Creek in Lapeer County was settled in 1836 and
was named from a stream atits site. Harris M. Tripp became
the first postmaster on October 30, I857. The Detroit and
Bay City Railroad came through in 1872 making it a station.

A Hunters Creek manuscript cancel on February 18, 1867
on the bright rose Washington of I86! paying the three cent
rate to Detroit, Michigan.

I MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1867

Qi



—MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY » 1867

HICKORY CORNERS, MICH.

As would be expected, Hickory Corners in Barry County got
its name from a large hickory found by surveyors in 1837.
Solomon C. Hall was named the first postmaster on July i, 1844,

The smaller 25 mm circle date stamp with the five circle
bulls eye cancel on the Wo_shing'fon issue of 1861,




MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1868 — |
LAWTON, MICH. '

Three covers addressed to the McCon family. Two to Mary,

and the other to Mr. Issac. The correspondence between Mich.
and New York. The stamps of the Aug. |86l issue.

-

A circle grid cancel
along witha Lawton,
Mich. on Jan. 8 to
Ithaca, N.Y.

This cover is
not Mich, postal
history but is re-
lated with the other
covers on the page.
Cover cancelled

and delivered in e /WL/,
Ithaca, New York, e T

rr e 2

This cover,
addressed to
Paughpaugh,
(Paw Paw) Mich,
near Lawton
CDS cancelled
Ithaca, N.Y. on
- Feb. 28, 1868,
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— MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1869-1870™
MENDON, MICH. 1869 ISSUE |

28t

M of 7B
S
M e

Two covers, both franked with a Scott No. |14, three cent
stamp of the 1869 issue. This was a grilled issue of stamps. For
some reason the set was unpopular with the public so therefore
were on sale for less than a year.

The upper cover with a pale ultramarine addressed to Mendon,
Mich. The lower cover, an ultramarine with a bulls eye cancel.
Also, a circle date stamp of Mendon, Mich. minus the usual date.




—_MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1870
HUDSON, MICH. :

A station on the Lake Shore and Michigan Southern Railroad.
Incorporated as a village in 1853.

A double circle date stamp with the city and state between the
circles. A four ring bulls eye cancle obliterates the three cent
National Bank Note Company print of April 12, I1870.

b



MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1870
IONIA, MICH.

DROP LETTER

By Act of March 3, 1865, the fixed and prepaid postage on
drop letters at all offices except free delivery was amended to
one cent.

The double circle 30 mm Tonia, Michigan cancel with a four
ring bulls eye on the buff one cent Franklin issue of March 27,
1869.

i




MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1870 = |
HILLSDALE, MICH. '

The stamp series of 1869 for the first time showed something
other than a portrait on the stamp.

The three cent 1869 ultramarine issue on this cover shows
the locomotive with the four circle bulls eye cancel., The

matching blue double circle date stamp with the heavier lines
and letters is the larger type used than the neat fine line cancel

shown earlier. It is also 2 mm larger.




MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1870
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.

SIX CENT RATE TO ENGLAND

In January of IB70, the rate for a letter from the United
States to England was reduced from twelve to six cents.

The six cent George Washington issue of 1869 paying the
postage from Grand Rapids, Michigan to Liverpool, England.
A double circle date stamp, bulls eye cancel and Liverpool
packet receiving mark are on the cover,

11




MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1870
DETROIT MICH. | '
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Two Detroit, Mich. circle date cancels of the 1870 era. Both on
three cent stamps of the Continental Bank Note Co. print. The upper
a dark green socked on the nose cork cancel. The lower a green on
an advertising cover with a leaf cancel. Also, a magenta Boston,

Mass. receiving mark.




| MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1871
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. '

Wite Jwanvatce ¢

HARTFORD, CONN,

A pair of circle date stamps but unlike from Grand Rapids, Mich.
The upper has letters of 4MM and was used in 1871. The lower
has letters of 3MM and the year of this cover is unknown. The stamps
green and yellow green of the Continental print.

(Q]



T MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1871-1872 = |
FERRYSBURG, MICH. ’

7 (7 )AL 7 £ PO
; e ‘

[
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Va

A pair of the cent Washington envelopes of 1870-1871 with
identica! double circle date stamps of April, 1871 and July of
1872. Different stamp cancelers were used with a geometric pin-

wheel on the lower. Both covers to Detroit, Mich.

0



I MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1873-1876 |
NEW GRONINGEN, MICH, '

A. J. HILLEBRANDS THE FIRST POSTMASTER

New Groningen in Ottawa County was founded in 1858 and was

named after Groningen, a province in the Netherlands. The post
office was established on March 4, 1872 with Annius J. Hille-

brands as the first postmaster. It operated until June 29, I190I.

A double oval hand stamped corner card cover of A. J. Hille-
brands, the first postmaster of New Groningen. The three cent
Washington of the July 1873 issue and the ten cent Jefferson of
the National Bank Note Company print of 1870, paying the
Registered Letter fee of thirteen cents. A 25 mm New Groningen

circle date stamp in green with a six bar cancel also in green
obliterating the stamps.




"MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY

ALBION, MICH.

A 27 and 24mm circle date stamp in black and blue of
Albion, Mich.

it
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TR 2 PSRy ot

WM& - - e b 5
A smudge cancel on the two cent Washington issued October
I, 1883 to meet the new two cent rate in effect on this date.

|

{

| The one cenf drop rate in effect by Act of June 8, 1872
for one half ounce at all drop offices.

|
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1I874-18837]




' MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY — 1875
KALAMAZOO, MICH. | ‘

A business
envelope canceled
May 29 (1875)
with a killer smudge
cancel on the
"secret mark"
Washington Con-
tenental Bank
Note Company
print.

The double
circle company
receiving mark
in blue of the C.
E. Hartung and
Co., New York
on June |, 1875,

Enclosure is
payment and
order.
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— MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY I875-1880
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. '
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A 27 mm, upper and 28 mm lower, circle date stamps with
single and double oval cancels on the three cent Washington
Continental prints.




NILES, MICHIGAN

RI TURN TO

I(* ﬁ AI’NU, ﬂi.ﬂ b

NILES, MICHIGAN.

A 26mm Cir'é'irdate stomp on a corner card cover franked with
the two cent vermilion of the American Bank Note Company
print of 1870-'75.

A 29mm circle date stamp with the time and year added
canceling the two cent brown violet columbian in 1894.

[ MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1875-1894
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MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY IB77-1879
LOWELL, MICH. '

If ot called for in ten days return to

JOHN KOPF,

Dealer in N
FURNITURE,

i
I
o

i N

W
LA
¥

LOWELL, MICH. \ \)U ! - I
e
&'Jj a4 7

-

JOHN KOPF,

Dealer in

LOWILL, MICH.

The upper, a double circle date stamp used at Lowell, Mich. in
August of 1877. The canceler was replaced by the circle date stamp
as seen by the lower cover of January 23 (I879) The obliterator
of the stamp was also changed.

103




[ MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY
STANTON, MICH.

When the people voted to locate the County seat of Montcalm
County, the board bought fourty acres for fifty dollars from
Fred Hall of Lonia. It was named Fred, in his honor. In 1863
it was renamed Stanton for the secretary of war. Levi Camburn
became the first postmaster on March 10, 1862.

2 \ff/Q//;e/o/é‘zu /MA

Grneweed T for i
1l

A pink circle date stamp with the month, day and year in a
straight line across the center. A matching color bulls eye cancel
on a Continental Bank Note Company print of 1873.

1878




DRENTHE, MICH.

Drenthe, Ottawa County, Zeeland Township named after a
province in the Netherlands whence many of the early settlers

had imigrated. The post office operated from November 21, 1877
until Janucary 2 I9OT John Everhard was ihe fw’st pos‘i’mqstev

/

A /? f“/L,:f /’{( ﬂféﬂ %7 ’“/ ‘/;’[/! {.‘LL

mw/w
w/} f(. /f

A manuscript cancel on September 21, 1878 with a two circle
target striking the embossed portion of the 1870-1871 print.

The lower, a peach colored cover with a circle date stamp of
Drenthe on May 12, 188l A three circle target obliterating the
three cent Continental print of 1873.

— MICHIGAN POST@L HISTORY | 1878-1881

1094



MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1879 — |
MANISTIQUE, MICH. ‘

COUNTY POSTMARK

Manistique, Mich. in Schoolcraft County of the upper penninsula
was founded in I1871. It was named after the Ojibawa name
Monistique, meaning vermillion river. When registering with the
state, a spelling error was made and it became Manistique.

Wm Colwell became the first postmaster on March 17, 1873,
The office was named Epsport but changed to Manistique on
January 27, 1879.

A double oval outer ring saw tooth Manistique, Schoolcraft
Co. Mich, Nov. 28, 1879 cancel in purple. The usual four ring
concentric cancelation also in purple, common to this postmark
on the Continental Bank Note Company three cent Washington
issue of 1873.




MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1879-1888 |
ROCKFORD, MICH. ‘

A cork cancel on the three cent Washington, the rate at the
time. The 26 mm circle date stamp in general use during the

1880 period.
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By act of March 3, 1883, the rate was reduced to two cents and
is here shown. The two cent Washington star canceled with the
double outer rim circle date stamp on June 7, 1888.




HOLLY, MICH.

A
The unusual and T{'§' f/gg
S !Q(

unique Holly, Mich. |
receiving mark in  § §

violet on the front Jf < “{§ I‘F N
used on Mar. 23, l V°9 Q] Iy
R

1880. Established
as Holly Mills on
July 3, 1851 and

changed to Holly %ﬁf; B

in 186, R ALY
The double ¥ - .

rim county can- /p Ao~ o S

cel of Steuben T ey - |

county, Bath, - G Slocr”
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MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1880




—MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1880-1888
HOMER, MICH. | |

Two covers, one to and one from Homer, Mich.

This cover was
cancelled at Read-
ing, Mich. on May
25, (1880) and de-
livered to Homer,
Mich. A lavander

back stamp, Homer ’ ﬂ/ >
Mich., May 26, 1880 § priotes rj:?‘
Calhoun Co. was aich 5 ) 2

applied. The stamp,§ B~ =) /A

a three cent Scott
No. 158, green is-
sued in July of
I1873.

CANCELLATIONS.

Moss ¢ /e Py

Animals.

By act of March 3, 1883 postage on first class mail was
reduced from three to two cents. This cover has the two cent
Washington issued Sept. 10, 1887 and was cancelled at Homer,
Mich. on July 9, 1888 with cover delivered to Marshall, Mich.




 MICHIGAN POSTAL MHISTORY 1881
BEAR LAKE, MICH.

OCTAGONAL SAW TOOTH TOWNMARK

Bear Lake, in Manistee County was settled on Bear Lake in
1663 and the village platted in 1874. Jerome Hulbert became
the first postmaster on April 27, 1865.

About ninety percent of all octagon postmarks were used
between 880 and 1890, Very little use is recorded after {1890,
Here shown is @ 30mm purple double rim saw tooth variety of
Bear Lake, Mich. on Aug. 2, 188l, Most, as this one included
month, day and year. The Continental Bank Note Company
print of the three cent Washington obliterated with a three
circle target cancel.




' MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY |1881-18847 |
PONTIAC, MICH. | | -

After April 3, 1860, the one cent drop letter rate also included
the delivery of the letter in some cities. These two drop letters
both posted and delivered in Pontiac, Micﬁigan.

The upper
stamp is one
printed by the
Ccontinental Bank
Note Co. and is-
sued in July, 1873,
The one on the
lower cover was
issued in August
of 1881 and was
re-engraved from
the original stamp
of 1870,




" MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY | 1882
PAW PAW, MICH.

UNSEALED CIRCULAR

By act of July 12, 1876, the regulations were changed so that
unsealed circulars could be mailed for one cent. By act of March
3, 1879 the law was changed and this now became third class
mail. This envelope, unsealed, carried a piece weighing less than
two ounces.

% @///7 % ;2/%
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The National Bank Note Company print of the one cent
Franklin issued in April, 1870 franks this cover. The killer cancel
is a "socked on the nose" circle of wedges probably made from a
cork. The town mark is the usual 32 mm strike of the period.




GAINES STATION, MICH.

Gaines Station on the Detroit and Milwaukee Railroad had
its first postmaster on December 22, 1856. He was George
B. Runyan.

The octagonal postmark was used mostly between 1880 and
1890. There was little use before and after this period. Most
were 25 mm as above and carried the month, day and year.

MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY - 1882 T |




[ MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1882 = |
NUNICA, MICH. | »

OCTAGON CANCEL

An octagon cancel of Nunico, Mich. on May 18, 1882. A fancy
“N" cork obliterator used on the die two Washington of the
|874-1886 issue.




LOWELL, MICH.

[ MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1882-1883 |

STAR TN CIRCLE

The 29 mm circle date stamp of Lowell, Mich. in November,
1282 and July, 1883. Both with a star in circle obliteration.
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[—MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1883
GRISWOLD, MICH. '

The Griswold post office operated from March 13, 1877 to

August 31, 1900. Located in Spencer township in Kent County,
it was a shingle mill village on the Grand Rapids and Indiana RR.

-
N A double
A IR circle date
N O | \‘ f, ‘§ stamp in blue
%l in November

.+ W = "fofI883. The
N b owT - R cover franked

oo o ) brown Wash-
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LNy =1 T B of October |,
Nyt Yy v ) ies3. TIssued
NN N e Ul 1o meet the
S reduced first
class mail
rate.
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MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1884-1890
FRANKFORT, MICH. -

CONSUMERS’ BOOT & SHOE (0.,

BOSTOINT,

BOX 3305. .~ . MASS..

A lilac double rim circle date stamp sometime after July 29,
1884, Exact year cannot be established. The two cent Washington
with lilac smudge cancel.

Return to ‘I‘HE BANK OF FRANKFORT,

3 RV
FRANKFORT, Mich,, aFrapltort ook oy
If not delivered within 5 days. Jamoe oo a0

T YR
o L
{5 R 5

A straight line Frankfort, Mich. on January 13, 1890 in lilac.
The target obliterator in black on the die 2 entire first issued
in 1887.




I MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1884-1898 |

SAND BEACH, MICH.

From Barnettsville, March 3|, 1856 to Sand Beach on December
I8, 1861 to Harbor Beach on April 18, I1899. Sand Beach was gone
forever. Mark Carrington served as postmaster the entire time Sand
Beach was in operation,

A county '
cancel, double
outer line
circle of Sand
Beach, Huron
county on Nowv.
20, 1884. The
stamp, a red
brown Wash-
ington of the
October |,
1883 issue.

Return to J. JENKS & 00,
SAND BEACH, iuron Co., Mich,
T¢ not delivered within 10 days,

D. M. Ferry * Co.,

Netyroit,
s Michi~ane.

A single outer rim line circle date stamp of Sand Beach in 1898 on
a die three Columbian Exposition embossed envelope.




MMICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1885 — |
EAST MILAN

EAST MILAN TO AZALIA ON SEPTEMBER |, 1887

East Milan, now Azalia in Monroe County was named for its
location in Milan Township. Stephen B. Frink became the first
postmaster on August 4, I1869. It was also known as Reeves
Station and was finally named @ﬂer a daugh%ea’ of a executive
on the railroad,
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An octagonal townmark of East Milan on January 7, 1885.
A maltese cross obliterating the red brown Washington issue
of October, 1883. The American Bank Note Company print.




[ MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1885 7 |
SAGINAW EAST SIDE, MICH. -

Saginaw East Side from 1885 until consolidated with Saginaw in

1898 had many and varied post marks. The next three pages show
cancels of which no two are alike,

" Return to WHEELER & McKNIGHT,
EAST SAGINAW, Mich,
If not delivered within 5 days.

An EAST SAGINAW MICH circle date stamp with date and
time in 1885, The circleis 23 mm. Also, a double strike of
RETURNED TO WRITER in pointing hand indicating the letter
was not delivered. There are cdrrier and Butth City receiving
marks on the back of the cover.




— MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY
QUINCY, MICH.

1885-1889

Quincy was named after Quincy, Mass. in I836. The population

during the above period was 800,
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The 27 mm circle date stamp above on the embossed envelope
of 1884-86. The later strike below is the same size with year
date added. The envelope is the die I type of the I1887-94 issue.

QUINOY Mich,,
If not delivered within 10 days.




MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY’ 1886
SPARTA, MICH.

REVERSED NEGATIVE "S" KILLER

JAMES CHALMERS,

SECRETARY OF

| COUNTY BOARD OF SCHOOL EXAMINERS,
ri SPARTA, - MICH,

()
© sm 2
l% 50

A circle date stamp of Sparta, Mich. on Sept. 3, I1886. This
on the light blue Die II entire of the I1874-1886 usage. The one
cent Franklin obliterated by the reversed negative "S" killer cancel.

[ L




— MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1886-1888~ |
CALEDONIA STATION, MICH.

Purple double outer rim circle date stamps on corner card
covers. The two cent Washingtons of the red brown and green
varieties. )

" EUGENE A CARPENTER,

le)UN‘l‘Y “ BOARD OF SCHOOL EXAMINERS.
CALEDONIA, - MICH.

Return after 10 days.

~




| MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1886-18947
FLUSHING, MICH. '

c ///)Z 2y - kﬁ)/t j/,/ CHILELA
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Flushing, Mich. circle date stamps of October, 1886 and March
of 1894. The upper in violet with matching smudge cancel. The
lower, the usual black cancel with a geometric circle design
obliterating the broken hat variety of the two cent Columbian.




MICHIGAN POSTAL. HISTORY 1886-1915 = |

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.

A pair of advertising covers from Grand Rapids with very
different post marks on the covers.

2o Anthony

~ Ada

Return in five days to i ‘ lidech.
KUPPENHEIMER CIGAR CO. '
253 Monroe Avenue
GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.

il
AR,




~“MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY
ISHPEMING, MICH.

1888

Ishpeming in Marquette County in the Upper Peninsula. The

name from the Chippewas meaning heaven or high place
postmaster was Capt.

. First
Gilbert D. Johnson on February |7, 1863.

A 28 mm circle date stamp with geometric cork cancel. The

22 mm circle with 12 (post office number) date and time is the
Boston, Mass. receiving mark

(30




[ MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1888 = 1
ALLENDALE, MICH, '

OVAL BALLOON CANCEL

The Allendale, Mich. oval cancel on April 12, 1888 is 49 mm
in length. The smudge socked on the nose cancel on the two cent
Washington of September 10, 1887.




—MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY

1888 |
GRAND LEDGE, MICH,.

COUNTY CANCEL

Grand Ledge, in Eaton County though settled earlier was first

named in 1850 when Henry A, Trench became the first postmaster
in July of that year.

A 34mm purple circle date stamp of Grand Ledge, Eaton
County on July 9, 1888. The smudge in the bottom of the
circle is M.O. B. (Money Order Business) This determined as
the other county cancellor being used during the period did not
have the comma after Grand Ledge.

131 p



— MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1889 |
OAKDALE PARK, MICH.

Oakdale Park, in Kent County was a station on the Detroit,
Lansing and North-
ern Railroad.
Charles L. Wilson
became its first
postmaster on
September I8,
I888. The office
operated until
August 29, 1894
when it became
Station "F" of
the Grand Rapids
post office.

The cancel,
a 28 mm Qak-
dale Park circle
date stamp.
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I MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1889
SMYRNA, MICH. | ,

Smyrna, in Tonia County had its first post office on March
16, 1848,

Return to GEO. HOPPOUGH,
SMYRNA, Mich,,
If not delivered within 6 days

=

Co ML B

D1

e SMM S

A
¢

3

A double line outer circle of SMYRNA, MICH. with a straight
line month, day and year across the center. The geometric
strike on the die 2 print of |1874-76,




MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1889 — |
AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE, MICH.

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY

On June 30, 1884 a post office was established in Ingham county
and was named Agricultural College. Tt was to serve the worlds
first agricultural college which was founded in 1855. Today it is
known as Michigan State University. |

On August 26, 1907, the town was renamed East Lansing. Rever-
and Robert G. Baird, secretary of the college was the first postmaster.

Lo P2y T %, T

. 1 '?4:'{;”‘ (\‘r s
J -/
- w/ =

The circle date stamp on the cover is the original townmark
used at the post office. Addressed to Englishville which had its
first post office in July of 1856.




GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.

Retum to LEMON & PETERS,
Oor, Tonia & Island $ts, GRAND RAPIDS, Mich,
If not delivered within 10 days.

GERAND RAPIDS BRASS COMPANY,

MANUFACTURERS OF
BRASS AND BRONZE GOODS,
FURNITURE TRIMMINGS, ETC.
GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN.

AETURN AFTER FIVE DAYVS.

% soni =
L@@ /

A nice contrast in greens on a white and orienta! buff embossed
corner card covers. Circle date stamps of Grand Rapids, Mich.
in October of 1889 and March of 1990. Both from the die 2
print,

—— MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1889-1890—
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— MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY | 1890~ |
FALLASBURG, MICH.

FALLASSBURGH

The spelling of Fallasburg was changed on July 29, 1893,

THE WORLD,

31 PARK Ql]‘E{JOW ,

NEW YORK

The two cent stamp pays the postal rate by Act of March 3,
1883 which reduced the rate from three to two cents. The ten
cent is for the registration fee. The 28 mm FALLASSBURGH
circle date stamp in use until July of 1893.




M —MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY ' 1890 —
EASTMANVILLE, MICH. '

Eastmanville in Ottawa County was platted and named by Dr.
Eastman in 1855. Prior to this, Dr. Eastman had organized
and named the town of Polkton after president James Polk. He
was the first postmaster of Polkton on May 28, 1846. The
Polkton post office was changed to Eastmanville on March 8, 1856.

A heavy outer rim, 35 mm purple cancel on July 15, 1890. The
month, day and year, straight line across the center. The cover
to Davison, Mich. where a Davison Station receiving mark was
struck on July 16 on the back.

13k



[ MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1890
SAULT SAINTE MARIE, MICH.

Le Sault de Sainte Marie was shortened to Sault Sainte Marie
in 1823. In 1849 it became St. Mary but in I879 was re-incorp-
orated as Sault Sainte Marie. In I890 the circle date stamp
of Sault de St. Marie was still in use as seen below.

A 28 mm circle date stamp on an over all preaddressed
advertising cover with company receiving strike at left.
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[—MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1891
OTISVILLE, MICH. - ,

DROP LETTER RATE

One of the more uncommon circle date stamps is the double
line double circle as the Otisville strike shown above. The one

cent Franklin paying the fee for delivery in the city.




[ MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1891
LAKEVIEW, MICHIGAN

ALBINO ENVELOPE

The two cent Washington embossed envelope of 1887-'94
which for some reason did not receive any ink.

Return to MATHERS BAVK,
LAKEVIEW, Montcalm Co,, Mick,,
If not delivered within § days,

@7%1 F@W‘
T

COUNTY CANCEL

The double circle date stamp of Lakeview, Montcalm County
on July 27, 1891 with target cancel on the corner card cover as

described above.

139



AMASA, MICH.

Amasa, Iron County in the upper peninsula was a station on
the Chicago and Northwestern Railroad. It was platted in October

of 1890 as the village of Hemlock. It was renamed Amasa and
Fredrick F. Sanford became the first postmaster on March 7, 189,

If not delivered within 10 dags, to be returnodo .

/ ?/-’4/ We/%mam/ j@

//

/

A circle date stamp of Amasa, Mich. on March |0, 1892. The
envelope, a die 2 printing of the 1887-94 issue.

TT—MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1892 ]




[MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 892-1897 =
NEW HOLLAND, MICH.

Return if not called for in 6 days to
EHENRY PELGRIN,
NEW HOLLAND, MICH.

.
R S

-7 /’ » P
e ‘]7“ / 1/21‘// rec2 <t

A blue 32 mm cancel with month, date and year in a straight
line across the center of the circle. A matching blue target cancel
on {he stamp.

/ / [/\ ““*dzctg.’,m:,;:“"’ -
J{#zu!u Vol adctdy /gd,‘\

233 Malew // C/z

/s

R 7
} L(a/m,uz,»

A registered letter with a 28 mm circle date stamp with target
cancels onthe two cent for the domestic rate and the eight cent
for registeration.




—MICHIGAN P
OST
ISHPEMING, MICA|-|L HISTORY
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as he . .
and forwarded Uponlfe:*'ihe office of mailing as "
eipt of proper postage frjmsro” paid"
he address
ee.
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r
phis leiter was peld at the
OFFIOE oF M AILINC\'
g “shost paid,” and for-
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After receivi
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I MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1893 |
MACKINAC CITY, MICH. '

Mackinac City, Cheboygan County, shortened to Mackinac on
November 22, 1894, On December 19, 1935 it was changed back
to Mackinac City. Louis J. Willets, general storekeeper became
the first postmaster April 25, I187I.

A circle date Mackinac City strike, August 10, 1893 on a
broken hat variety of the two cent Columbian.

|43



[ MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 893 T ]
SAINT IGNACE, MICH. :

Saint Ignace, Mackinac County had the mission of Saint
Tgnace founded by Jacques Marquette in 1671. Tt was named
for Ignatius Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits. It was called
Mackinaw and Ancient Fort Mackinac. Peter W. Homback became
the first postmaster on November 3, 1874.

The 29 mm circle date stamp of Saint Ignace in August of
1893 on the broken hat variety of the two cent Columbian. The
two cent Columbian was the most important stamp of the set
paying the two cents per ounce domestic rate. There were
[,464,588,750 printed. Today, (1987) it still ranks sixth in the
total number of commeoratives printed.

RA



I MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1893
DETROIT, MICH. | : |

Return to E: D. FOSTER & C0,,
16 Gratiot Ave, DETROIT, Mich, .
If not delivered within b days,

Two Ilmm circle date stamps on corner card covers of Detroit,

Mich. The upper an embossed entire of the 1887-94 printing. The
lower on a pair of the one cent Franklins, ultramarine, of the 1890 issue.
Printed by the American Bank Note Co.

RETURN IN FIVE DAYS TO

THE BEALS & SELKIRK TRUNK CO0,, i \

/
‘—/7,

260 & 262 Woodward Avenue, " ._,| ,A\ ‘ 3' E)
DETROIT, - - MICH 0 c" L ",*I T

N -~/
T

The Ranlc of Colwrbus,

Columbus/

‘Ohio.:

Y5




SAGINAW EAST SIDE, MICH.

Roturn to GEBHART & ESTABROOK,
SAGINAW EAST SIDE, Mich,,
If not dolivered within 10 days.

S\L; /LL\ UM,(\

/\N~.. (/\

SAGINAW EAST SIDE, 25 mm and SAGINAW E S, 19 mm in 1893
and 1894. The upper a hand cancel and the lower an early machine
cancel. The machine cancel on a die 1 Columbian Exposition embossed
envelope. It has a Northville receiving mark on the back.

%

[ MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY" 1893-1894




' MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 18947
HART, MICH.

DUE TWO - OVERWEIGHT

* Retum to HART OEDAR & LUMBER 00,
i - HART, Mich, = .
If not delivered within 5 days -

An overweight letter so the purple "DUE 2" in circle
applied to collect the additional postage. The circle date
stamp of Hart, Michigan on the two cent Columbian Ex-
position envelope of 1893.

IHeA
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[ MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY

CHESANING, MICH.,

Two Chesaning, Mich. cancels. The upper one, a double rim
circle date stamp of December of 1893, The lower, a circle date
stamp of September of I1894. The stamp on the upper cover is
of the regular issue of the I890-93 printing.

The lower is an embossed envelope, Scott number U305,
type T,

Both covers addressed to Milford, Mich.

If not oalled for in.. ... days, return to
v

. o é £ ’) ,l?cq,fww‘,ua l«} .

 Ber 96l

Cym 4 %7/3’/@? /0 gﬂ/la T

fﬁ//z/ 2 M

//M"K
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i893-18947




—MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1893-1897 ——1
GAYLORD, MICH.

TO AND FROM GAYLORD, MICH.

Gaylord, in Otsego County came into being in I1874. It was
named for A. S. Gaylord, an attorney for the Jackson, Lansing
and Saginaw Railroad which ran 1hrough what was then called Barnes.

A letter from
Eagle River, Wis.
to Gaylord in Feb.
of 1893.

Below is the
die I embossed
envelope with the
27 mm circle date
stamp of Gaylord
in September of
1897 for delivery
to Romeo, Mich.

After 5 days, retien lo
GAYLORD STATE SAVINGS DANK,
GAYIORD, MTCH.




— MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1893-1899
ALBION, MICH. ‘ ~

Per the back stamp, the above cover was delivered from Albion
to Detroit on the Detroit and Chicago Railroad. The 28 mm circle

date stamp with the smudge socked on the nose obliberator on the
stamp. |

Unlike the
circle date stamp |
above this example
has the city, state,
date, time and -
year ina 26 mm §
circle. The receiv-
ing mark of Springq
port on the back
side has the same §
information plus
REC'D at the
bottom of the i
circle. |

B | -



[ MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1894
SOLDIERS HOME, MICH. '

OF ZRATED MARCH 25, 1892 TO AUGUST 14, 1900

The Michigan Soldiers Home was completed in December of
I1886. The post office was established on March 25, 1892.

Huntley Russell served as the first postmaster. It was named
and largely served the Soldiers Home.

An October 18, 1894 29 mm circle date stamp of SOLDIERS
HOME, MICH. on the type T Washington with bulls eye cancel.




ANN ARBOR, MICH.

A straight line and circle date stamp of Ann Arbor, Mich both to
the "MccCains" of Milford, Mich.

L
< o

A circle date stamp of October 28, 1894. The stamp is a carmine
lake type T of the Oct. 5, 1894 issue.

A straight line cancel of July 18, 1898. The stamp on this cover
is the Washington iype TIT, carmine first issued in 1894.

| S

MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1594-1898™




[ MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1895-1896™ |

SAULT SAINTE MARIE, MICH.

Sault Sainte Marie was incorporated as a city in I1887. The
previous page explains the name changes.

5 The circle
L il date stamp stamp
4 ABsgEad on this cover

: "~t | Q" in 1895 was
/g ‘; /\)/LQZ/ Q/é{/[ ( (e

still SAULT DE
. » l/
(C /Z/ (¢ /5

SAINTE MARIE

even tho the
town name had
been changed
sixteen years
earlier:

'N‘v"?\‘)‘ﬂ\(,g FA [ «\

‘ \, t»/ n L’.“\ ra el

i i / ':\
' T L3 B
0 Jii ¥ 1 ’1896 \

~.

':N/ L g
NN / “7e )
~ m mm W /

The cancel and stamp on this cover are identical to the one
above. The back side is shown to show the rose pink double rim
oval receiving mark. This, of ST. MARY'S FALLS CANAL with
the correct SAULT STE. MARIE, MICH. marking.

1S




[ MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1895-18977 |
SAGINAW EAST SIDE, MICH. -

A 22 mm Saginaw E.S. machine cancel on a one cent Columbian
added to a one cent die I Columbian Exposition embossed envelope
in 1895. Of interest is the five different rubber stamp strikes by the
sender including PLEASE OPEN THIS END.

LR e = L

-“.‘ag'innw, .S gl .

sturn to O'DONNELL, SPENCER & 0o, K vf&%: " 2\

SAGINAW EAST SIDE, Mich, S T 1. A ’;!fggﬂm ! 2

If not delivered_within 10 days, ) - /2B RS
I, J. Spencer

4 Y, /. 7R
e/ -~ ) < g

sagonee, (TG0 Whom

b o®
.

An early SAGINAW E.S. MICH. straight line machine cancel with
the heavy bar § :

top and double §
fine line, bottom§

The 1, designat-§ © SAGIVAW E.S MICH.
‘ : APR 11 5—-PM?

ing machine in
the diagonal

bars canceling §
the Washingtonli’
type 1L carm-§
ine issue of

o, October 1894.




MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1896 |
RiCHMOND, MICH. ,

A circle date
stamp of Richmondjf
Mich. with month
day, time and
year in the 29
mm circle. The
cork cancel
on the type
Il issue of
iI894. Colo.
receiving
strike on
the back.

(“"vv/ T ;
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WEST CARLISLE, MICH.

REGISTERED LETTER

Carlisle was a station on the Grand Rapids and Indiana Rail-
road. When the post office opened on March 18, 1884 with Frank
B. Foote as the first postmaster it was named West Carlisle. The
station operated until September 15, 1910.

AFTER FIVE DAYS RETUR& TO
CHARLES F.JAMESON,
SE-oBRSERT - MICH.

DteaFCanliale

y% wiw% '
 asg-2esl Wtz

The ten cent rate is for two cents reqular postage and eight
cents registeration fee. The circle date stamp of West Carlisle
Mich. on December |l, I897 is on the dark green Danial Webster

issue of September 17, 1894. An AUGUSTA, MAINE REGISTERED
back stamp was applied.

|S§”

[ MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1897




— MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1897-1899

GRAND RAPIDS, MICH.

EARLY MACHINE CANCELS

The Barry]|
Postal Supply
Company was
in business
from 1895
to 19009.
Here shown
is a straight
line town mark
with slanted
killer bars.
The number
1 indicates
the machine

T,

GRANDRAPIDS, MICH, %.m%mm?f&?“'

JUL 28 12~ M 297 b T8
P — :::‘“‘“» QN{%:;“

i,

2

?Z/V/%a%é’

“American Postal Machine Company postmarks first appeared
in Boston in 1884. The first flag cancels were introduced in 1894,
This dial is the town, date, time, year and state type. '

ISSA



MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY I1897-1898

DETROIT, MICH.

OFFICES OF
OHN C. SHAW anD
W. B. CADY,

7 DETROIT, MICH. ‘ DET‘TQO“ H”f‘%ﬂ ::: »
APP 20 2230° ‘”573'

Julia s Wltan,
Covs ¥FPancis & Franklin Sts.,

Jackgon, Mic .

A straight line and an oval cancel of Detroit, Mich. The upper on
April 20, 1897 between bars. The stamp, a Washington type TIT first
issued in 1894. Cover delivered to Jackson, Mich.

The lower, an oval cancel on Nov. |9, 1898. The stamp a Trans-
Mississippi Exposition issue of June 17, I898, The "City" indicates

the letter delivered in Detroit.




' MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1898 —™
VELZY, MICH, :

The post office of Velzy, Michigan located on a sawmill settle-
ment in Ottawa County was in operation from March 12, 1890 until
August 3!, 1901. Sidney Stark was the first postmaster.

The circle date stamp of Velzy, Mich. Feb. 7, 1898 on a corner
card cover. The bulls eye cancel on the type T Washington design
~of 1894-1898,
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[ MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1898 |
PEARLINE, MICH. '

OPERATED FROM APRIL 29, 1891 TO MAY 3I, 1908

Pearline, Michigan, Ottawa County in Allendale Township

operated from April 29, 189! to May 3I, 1908. John W. Everhart
was the first postmaster.

After Five Days Return To

T~e~» REV. J. W. BRINK, e~0~»

Box 55,
PEARLINE,

Orrawa Co. - MicHicaN.

The two cent Washington type T and the eight cent Sherman
paying the registered letter fee from Pearline to New York. The

28 mm circle date stamp with the four circle bulls eye obliterating
the stamps.

|S§



MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY ~1898 T ]

KALAMAZOO, MICH.

An 1898 piece of circular mail including the enclosure and re-
turn envelope. The date established from the enclosure.

| The stamp
lobliterated but
(’/‘- no city or state
(‘[ (Eomphments of ‘ \“ marking. The
: : vy one cent Frank-
FAMOUS lin of the Oct.
1894 issue

CE[ERY ﬁARDENS} One cent posiage

to §t. Clair,

D O W : ‘N,
SEIWYESEE D

B mm%@‘é\?\%@ﬂgw ~ BPennsylvania.

ti JFAMOUS (CELERY GARDENS

FAMOUS - KALAMAZ00 - GELGRY,

———POSITIVELY THE WORLD'S BEST.—

GROWERS OF FIRST CLASS GELERY ONLY.

P

The Famous (elery Gardens, |«

KALAMAZOO,
MICHIGAN.

State

Town

Return to
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[T MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1898 |

YPSILANTI, MICH.

An oval strike
on a drop letter
rate on the-
first Bureau
of Engraving
and Printing
stamp of the
Department |
of the U.S.
Treasury.
This on the
corner card

cover S gy,
. o ]’»VZsz;/Z" .
W”’h en- Your, Z, */)//('/z,
fﬁ’lif'z// /,J, :(('/ (27774 Ja, ’ (I//i/(?l:}' Vo
closure. -

@\\‘:a\ RETURN TO FINANCE KEEPER

087107 O .
faaZ=s\ Wolvering Tent, No. 77,
WU = K. 0. T. M.

Ypsilanti, - Michigan.

1STA



MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1898 = |
SOUTH GRAND RAPIDS, MICH:

OPERATED JULY 24, 1888 TO DECEMBER 3l, 1904

South Grand Rapids was a station on the Grand Rapids and
Indiana Railroad. Noah W. Crocker became the first postmaster
on July 24, 1888,

The 28 mm South Grand Rapids circle date stamp with a four
ring bulls eye cancel on the type LI 1894 Washington carmine
issue.

1O



CONSTANTINE, MICH.

TO ARGENTINA, SOUTH AMERICA

The five cent rate paying the postage from the United States to
Argentina in 1898,

ooyt =
bo¢ ) @,
«1 ~
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The circle date stamp of Constantine, Mich. minus the usual
date insert. The stamp, the Grant issue of September 28, 1894,

the yellow brown variety. The exact date determined by the
oval New York receiving mark on the back.

— MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1898




MICHIGAN POSTAL 1898 =1

CHEBOYGAN, MICH.

SPECIAL DELIVERY

Securing faster
delivery during
daytime and
evening hours.
This by special
messenger. |

The
special
delivery
stamp of
1895 on the
business en-
velope with the
embossed Die 2
printing of 1874 -
94, Canceled In
Cheboygan on May
4. To Detroit with a
May 5 receiving mark
plus a MACK CITY & DET
May 4 TR202 1898
R.P.O. circle stamp with a
received special delivery
oval postmark in red on the

back.




I MICHIGAN POSTAL HISTORY 1898 ™
CHEBOYGAN, MICH.

SPECIAL DELIVERY

Securing faster
delivery during
daytime and
evening hours.
This by special
messenger.

The
special
delivery
stamp of
1895 on the

business en-
velope with the
embossed Die 2
printing of 1874~
94. Canceled In
Cheboygan on May
4. To Detroit with a
May 5 receiving mark
plus a MACK CITY & DET
May 4 TR202 1898
R.P.0O. circle stamp with a
received special delivery
oval postmark in red on the
back.




