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OFFICIAL SEALS OF THE UNITED STATES
AND POSSESSIONS

1872-1919

This exhibit covers the seals issued from the first registered seal in 1872 to 1919, when the Quartermaster General's
Office Seal was issued.

The first U.S. Official Seal, the Registered Seal of 1872, was used to seal an envelope used to transmit registered mail
between post offices.

Beginning in 1872 and continuing to the present day, the seals have been used for four general purposes

1. To seal mail found unsealed in the mails
2. To seal mail opened by incorrect addressees and retumned to the Post Office.

3. To reseal mail opened by post office personnel to determine sender.
4. To repair mail damaged in handling.

Outline of Exhibit

I. Registered Seal 1872 V.lIssue of 1907
A. Essays and proofs A. Perforated
B. National Bank Note Printings B. Rouletted 6 1/2
C. Continental Bank Note Printing? (Sheet of 9) C. Rouletted 6 1/2 by Perf 12

D. Perf 12 by Rouletted 6 1/2
Il. Dead Letter Office Seal 1877

A. Proofs Vl. Issue of 1916
B. Seals
VIl. Issue of 1917
lil. Issue of 1888
A. Proofs Vill. Quantermaster General’s Seal
B. Imperforate
C. Perforated IX. Typeset Issues, 1898-7?
1.Perf 12
2. Rouletted 5 1/2 X. U.S. Possessions
3. Hyphen-Hole 7 A. Canal Zone
B. Philippines
V. Issue of 1900
A. Proofs
B. Perforated

World’s First Official Seal
/



REGISTERED SEAL

Designed to seal envelopes for dispatch of registered mail.
Printed by typography by the National Bank Note Company, New York.
At least 6 printings between June 30, 1872 and December 9, 1874,
produced 5,922,100 seals. An additional million seals were
probably printed since 6.9 million envelopes were delivered.

Essays

Blue Die essay on Card.

The essays of the Registered Seal have "Registered" in the foreground of the other

lettering on the seal. The die was then re-engraved and "Registered placed in the
background.

Brown Die essay on Card.
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REGISTERED SEAL

Orange Die essay on Card.

Green Die essay on Card.
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REGISTERED SEAL

Blue Trial Color Die Proof

Brown Trial Color Die Proof



REGISTERED SEAL

Reverse Proof from Transfer Roll
Chocolate on India

e S sty

India Proof Die Sunk on Card
5




REGISTERED SEAL

Die Proof
Untrimmed Die
Thick Glazed Paper

Die Proof
Trimmed Die
Card
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REGISTERED SEAL

Top pane of 15 Without Selvage




REGISTERED SEAL

Prelure Paper Laid Prelure Paper
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Medium Paper Thick Laid Paper
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Bluish Green, Soft Porous Paper
Some believe this is a Special
Printing and others a late printing
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REGISERED SEAL

Printed Both Sides Printed Both Sides
Normal Inverted
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Double Impression

) Light impression 10mm above and Light impression 7mm above and
3 1/2 mm to left of final impression. 1 1/2 mm to left of final impression



REGISTERED SEAL

"Speciam" Probably Prepared
by a local postal employee
as a gift to a collector.

"~ Black Town with Manuscript Date
Manuscript Date
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REGISTERED SEAL

Octogonal Carrier

Round Carrier

Aster, N. Y. "an
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REGISTERED SEAL

I F RS EDRL

Black Registered Black Registered
Double Circle Rimless
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REGISTERED SEAL
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1872 1873

1874 1876

TASE AABSGE

Waterbury Conn. Leaf Postmaster Cancel
Used August 1874 October 1874
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REGISTERED SERL

Imperf Sheet of 9 on Stamp Paper

Attributed to Continental Bank Note Company, New York




REGISTERED SEAL

Plate Proof . Used

Thin Glazed Card Same paper as imperf sheet
Both the proof and used seal above have a large dot flaw 2 mm to right of
lower upright of the N in United. The same flaw can be seen in the bottom
center stamp of the imperf sheet on the previous page. Both the used seal
and the seal in the imperf sheet also have a dot on the inside of the outer
right frame right of the right (lower) side of the T of United and a small
dot to the left of that dot just inside the first white space above the T.
These two dots are not on the plate proof. ’

Used
Same paper as imperf sheet

This seal has a large dot flaw in the lower left corner of the first E in
Here and a dot to the right of the center stroke of the same letter.
These flaws are also on lower left stamp of the imperf sheet.

Neither of these flaws can be found on either pane of the sheet of 30 which
shows that the sheet of nine was regularly issued.



REGISTERED SEAL

The seal was used on
envelopes designed to
carry and record the
handler of the item.

The first contract for
these envelopes was
awarded to the Morgan
Envelope Company,
Springfield, Conn.,

on June 30, 1872.

RECORD OF TRANSIT |
Condition Signature ”

Goud or Bad By Whowm Recmved and Dats

|

INSTRUCTIONS

All Powtal Ofoers hazdling this Packags must ksep s Reoord of
1ta Number, Postmark with Dats, Address. Dute of Recetpt and

| Dinposition mads of 1t eo that 1t may be tracad trom Flace of
Malling 1 tta Desunation. atways taking & Becetipt for 1t whea
pracucable. If soch Recermn caa Bot be obtaized at tha tima, &
'} Recetpt proparty filled up must be placed in s Ponch with the |
| Packags, to be signed by the P. X of the Bext affics whare the |'
Pouch ta opanad. xad by bim retcrmed %o the forwardiag Reve ||
Agent or Rallway Clerk by 2ext mail

W. H. B. TERRELL, .
Third Asmivtant Fostmaster Geasnl |
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 REGORD OF TRANSIT

Condition] ~_Signature |

- Good or Bad - By Whom Received and Date
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- INSTRUCTIONS

All Postal Ofﬁoers handling thi_s Packa;e must keep a Record of |

its Number, Postmark with Date, Address, Date of Receipt and
Disposition made of it so t.hat it may be traced from Place of

Mailing to its Destination, alwaye taking a Receipt for it whenA

practicable, If such Reoeint can not be obtained at the time,

Receipt properly filled up must be placed in the Pouch with the
Packa.ge,to be ‘idgned by the P. M. of the next office where the
_Poucl_x is opened and by him returned to the forwarding Route

Agent Ra.ﬂwa.y Cle?&bynextmaﬂ.k

..

W H. H. TERRELL, :
Third Assietant Foetma.stu General.
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REGISTERED SEAL

The reverse of the
envelope was signed
by each handler.

The instructions on

the Morgan envelopes
were signed by W. H. H.
Terrell

7
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Postmark of

REGISTERED SEAL

In 1873 the contract for
the envelopes was given to
George Nesbitt and Company
New York.

This example of the Nesbit
printing was used that yea

ﬁ'
Conmtvon Signaturs. i
Good or Bad By Whom Haceived and Dats. !

dling this Pacirage must keep a
imark with Date, Address. Date

of Recetp: exd Dispas made of It so that it may be
traced trom Place of Mailicg to its Desunation aiways
‘taking & Rece:pt for 1t whez practicable. If ruch Recetpt

can pot be oczained at the time. a Receipt propmiy filled u;

must be piaced in tae Poucs with the Packaxe. to be sgnsd
by the P M of the next ofice where the Pouca 1s opsnnd,
azd by o reurmed to the lorwarding Route Ageat ori
Ratiway Cierk by next mall H

Record of its Number.

E. W. WARBEHR,

Third Assistan: Postmaster Geoceral.
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RECORD OF TRANSIT. ||~ === ==

At the time the contract
was awared to Nesbitt,
Terrell was suceeded by
. " E. W. Barber, whose name
appears on the instructi
of the new envelope.
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+ || Condition: Signature.

"Good or Bad. By Whom Received and Dates.
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~ INSTRUCTIONS.

All Postal Officers handling this Package must keep a
1 Record of its Number, Postmark with Date, Address, Date
of Receipt and Disposition made of it, so that it may be
traced from Place of Mailing to its Destination, always
talding a Receipt for it when practicable. If such Receipt

can not be obtained at the time, a Receipt properly filled up
| must be placed in the Pouch with the Package, to be signed
by the P. M. of the next office where the Pouch is opened,
‘and by him returned to the forwarding Route Ageat or
| Railway Clerk by next mail

E. W. BARBER, ‘
Third Assistant Postmaster General
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PATENT AFPPLIFED FOR.

POSTMASTER AT

Postmasters and Route Agents
HANDLINC THIS Package, ARE REQUIRED TO
KEEP A COMPLETE RECORD OF THE NUMBER,
ADDRESS, DATE OF ITS RECEIPT, TO WHOM

DELIVERED, DATE OF SUCH DELIVERY, &c.

RECEIPTS FOR THE SAME MUST BE TAKEN
WHEN PRACTICABLE. THEY WILL PROVIDE A
BOOK SPECIALLY FOR THIS PURPOSE.

RESPECTFULLY,

& U PBarder,

THIRD ASSISTANT P. M. CENERAL.
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REGISTERED SEAL

This envelope appears to
have been issued after the
first Nesbitt envelopes in
1873 and before 1876.

A Post Office Department
Circular, dated only 1875,
and signed by E. W. Barber
advises that the Registere:
Seals are not required on
the "new envelopes". All
registered seals were
ordered returned when the
old envelopes were used.

The "new envelopes" refere
to had an interlocking
gummed flaps that did not
require a seal.

Both examples of this
envelope seen were used
from New York and have the
same rimless registered
cancel.

A similar envelope was use
to send stamps and/or casb
netween Post Offices and v
sealed with a special "Ste¢
Agency Seal". Some obsolet
Registered Seals may have
been used during a shortac
of Stamp Agency Seals.
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POSTAGE STAMP AGENCY

SEAL

1894.

8th recorded type,
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POSTAGE STAMP AGENCY

SEAL
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POSTAGE STAMP AGENCY

!

1897

Reg. zoE
- POSTMASTER AT

Postmasters and Postal Clerks

HANDLING THI8 Entelope, ARE REQUIRED TO
KEEP A COMPLETE RECORD OF THB NUMBER,
ADDRESS, DATE OF IT8 RRCEIPT, TO WHOM DE-
LIVERED, DATE OF BCUCH DELIVERY. &¢., AND
TO TAKE RECHIPTS FOR THY BAMYE WHEN PRAC-
TICABLE. THEY WILL PROVIDE A BOOK BPECI-
ALLY POR THIS PURPOSE.
BY ORDER OF THE POSTMASTER GENFERAL.
JOHN A. MIERRITT,
THIRD ABSISTANT v..‘. GENERAL.
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used on
shipments of stamps were

first issued in 1875.

These seals,

14 types are recorded,
the last being issued
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REGISTERED ENVELQOPE

This envelope, introduced
in 1875, ended the use of
the registered seal. It's
use to forward registered
letters continued until
1910

While the design of the
envelope itself did not
change, 16 different
printing designs are reco

This example is the seven
printing and the earliest
recorded use is in 1891.

RECORD GF TRANS

Condition. Signature.

——— —e
8TATE IF NOT 600D, By Whom Received and D

-

. i
AT
0w }}
P e N R B .

i 7

NEW INSTRUCTIONS,

To facilitate tracing, a complete record must b
by every postal officer handling this package
forth in Bection 1089, Page 384 of the Regulatic

Should this package become damaged, it n
placed in a now Registered Package Envelopeat t
office where the infury oceurs, or when damagec

hands of a Postal Clerk, at the post office at the te:
of his route.

The original Registered Package Envelope m
be removed, but, before enclosure in the now on
be endorsed with a certificate stating its exact cor
to be signed by the Postmaster and the Postal C;
whom delivered, or from whom recceived. T}
Envelope must bear the address and registered n
of the old one, and the postmark of the ofiice at
the package is re-enve oped. The fact of re-en
must be noted on the records of transit.

Receipts must be given, on delivery of envelo
by next mail, which receipts should bear the
mark of date of return.—See Sections 1071 anc
of the Regulations.

Falilure to comply with above instructions will
clont cause for removal.

A.D.TTAZ N,
Third Assistant Postmaster Ge¢
24
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t# BE SURE TO SEAL THIS PACKACE SECURELY,
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REGISTERED ENVELOPE

1l1th Printing, Earliest
recorded use, 1899.

RECORD OF TRANSIT.

Condition. Sigmnature.

— | ———
8TATE IF XOT G0OD By Whom Received and Date.
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NEW INSTRUCTIONS,

To facilitate traciug, a complote vecord must be inade
by every postal ofticor haundling Lhis}&ackako. as got
forth in Bection 1081, Paygo 384 of tho Kugulations.

Should this package become damaged, it must be
placed ina new Registercd Package Envelope at the post
otfice where the lniury occurs, or when damiaged in the
hands of a Postal C| erk, at the post oftice at the terminus
of his route.

The original Registered Package Envelope must not
be removed, but, beforo euclosure in the new one, must
beendorsed with a certiticate smthg; its exact condition,
to be sigued by the Postinaster an the Postal Clerk, to
whom dolivered, or from whom received. The new
Envelope must bear the address and registerad number
of the old one, and the Postmark of the office at which

o

the packege i3 re-enve ped. The fact of re-enclosure
must be noted on the records of transit.

Receipts must he given, 7n deliVurY of envelopes, or
by noxt mail, which re‘AApta snould bear the post-
mark of date of return.—8ce Sections 1083 and 0175

of the Regulations.
Failure to comply with above instructions will be suffi-

cient causa for removal.
IEDWIN C. I\IADDEN,
Third Assistant Postmaster General.
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REGISTERED ENVELOPE

Unrecorded printing, after
11th and before 1l4th. Issued

: M.MM ot Q%/‘;__«;f by

gq 4 " during or after 1902.
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NEW INSTRUCTIONS. ‘

To facilitate tracing, a camplete record must be made -,
by every postal officer handling this package, as set
forth in’ Section 843, Page 394 of the Postal Laws and -
Regulations, Edition of 1902.

Should this package become damaged, it must be
placed in a new Registered Package Envelope at the post
office where the m{ur occurs, or when damaged in the
hands of a Postal Clerk, at the post office at the terminus
gg 3i25)route.»(Seo Section 879, P. L. & R., Edition of

The original Registered Package Envelope must not
be removed, but, before enclosurein the new one, must
be endorsed with a certificate stating its exact condition, .
to be signed by the Postmaster and the Postal Clerk, to

.whom delivered, or from whom received. The new
Envelope must bear the address and registered number
of the old ono, and the postmark of the office at which
the %ackage is re-enveloped. The fact of re-enclosure
must be noted on the records of transit.

Recoipts must be given, on deliverY of envelopes, or
by next mail, which receipts should bear the 8t~
mark of dato of roturn.—Sec Sections 826,847and 1650
of the Postal Laws and Regulations, Edition of 1802,

Failure tocomply with aboveinstructions will be suffi-
cient cause for removal. - .

: IEDWIN C. MADDIEN, .
‘Third Assistant Postmaster Gene
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RECORD OF TRANSIT

Signature.
By Whomn; Received and Date.

Condition.
STATE IF NOT GOOD

INSTRUCTIONS _

. Bvery postal employee receiving this package must
receipt for it, and indorse this envelope in the manner
required by Section 843, Postal Laws and Regulations,
and he must keep record thereof.

Should this package be damaged it must be indorsed
with a statement of its condition signed by the post-
master, or postal clerk, and inclosed in a new regis-
tered package envelope at the post officoe where the
injury was noticed or at the post office at the terminus
of the postal clerk’s route.

The original registered package envelope must not
be removed and the new envelope must bear the
nrumber, date, name of office of origin and address of
the old one. The new envelope must be postmarked
and marked «Re-enveloped at (name of post ofiice)”.
Packages must be signed for at the time they are

delivered, or the accompanying receipt forms must be
signed, postmarked and returned in the next mail.

A. L. LAWSHE,
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i e e A e

Iy

Third Assistant Postmaster General. ﬁ

REGISTERED ENVELOPE

15th Printing. Earliest
Recorded Use 1907.

RECORD OF TRANSIT

Signature.
e
By Whon, Received and Date.

Condition.
ETATEIT ll(\_'_l' GO0

" INSTRUCTIONS __

Every postal employee receiving this packago must
receipt for it, and indorse this envelope in tho manner
required by Soction 842, Postal Laws and Regulations.
and he must kecp record thereof.

Should this packago bo damaged it must be indorsecd
with a statement of its condition signed by the post
master, or postal cler}, and inclosed in a new regis
tercd package envelopo at the post oflico where the
injury was noticed or at tho post ofiico at the torminuc
of the postal clerk’s route.

The original registered package cnvelope must not
bo removed and tho now envelopo miurt bear th
pumber, date, name of cfiice of origin and address ¢
tho old one. The new envelopo must be postmarke
and marked “Re-enveloped al (name of post oifice)’

Packages must be signed for at tho time they ar:
deliverod, or tho accompanying receipt forms must 1
gigned, postmarkcd and returncd in the next mai

A. Tl TLANWSITIS,
Third Assistant Postmaster General



DEAD LETTER SEAL

Brown Shades, Perf 12

Engraved and printed by the National Bank Note Company, New York.
One printing of 50,000 in sheets of 100 (10x10).
Delivered to the Dead Letter Office on March 16, 1877
Used by the Dead Letter Office and by larger post offices
to seal opened or unsealed mail.

Partially Printed Trial Color Plate Proof
India Paper

LY T X X X

DFFICIALY ¢

Plate Proof on Stamp Paper
perforated and Gummed

et

pPlate Proof on India

29



Hybrid Die Proof

Indla Paper,

Die sunk on Card

20



DEAD LETTER OFFICE SEAL

Unused Block

Cincinnati, Ohio _ 1884 ,
July 20, 182?? Late Use

Detroit, Mich. Offi(cially Sealed)

April 16, 1878 Boston, Mass.
April 18, 1879



DEAD LETTER SEAL
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April 1879

Sealed in Providence after letter was opened by C.F. Wilcox, who was the wrong

Wilcox and returned the letter to the P.O. The date determined by the Philadelph
Duplex, which was used between July 1878 and September 1879.
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ISSUE OF 1879

Printed by the American Bank Note Company, from plate prepared
by them from a die made by the National Bank Note Company.

T
TN

Aot

i S5 e) O

|n ragEiL

| JDFFICIALLY

mmmmzwawmwnmmﬁ i
= AT

ErnEma,
O,

Deep Brown
1st Printing

The first printing can be identified because
the paper is fluorescent under black light.
None of the later printings fluoresce.

U f0FFICI i

8-21-179

Deep Brown
Earliest Recorded Use
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ISSUE OF 1879

Left Pane from First Plate, which lacked a Plate Number. Later Printing, Red Brown.

AMRICAN BANE NOTS COMPAXY. XNW YORK.
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AMFEIVAN BANK NOTA Grrasy. NKw sk
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ISSUE OF 1879

Brown, Thin Porous Paper
1st Printing from Plate 2, 1880 or 1881

\MERICAN BANK NOTE GOMPANY. NEW YORK.

it ke

| BEALED.§!
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ISSUE OF 1879
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Yellow Brown
2nd Printing
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Red Brown Imprint Copies
Late Printings
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ISSUE OF 1879
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Second Printing, Medium Brown, June 3, 1880, Received Unsealed
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Mdedium Brown, February 12, 1885, Opened by Mistake
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ISSUE OF 1879
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Scotland to U. S., 1885
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Advertised, Cannot be Found, with Letter Returned by Carrier Seal
23



ISSUE OF 1879

MAR 23 "~
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Washington, D.C. to Haiti
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ISSUE OF 1879

G TR AT N

House of Represe

This letter was mailed with A House of Representatives corner card, but no name ¢
March 29, 1886. After attempts to deliver the letter, it was advertised on Apriil
and assessed one cent. When it went unclaimed for a month, it was sent to the
Dead Letter Office, arriving on May 5th. It appears to have been opened there a:
the name of the sender, W.C.P. Breckinridge, was written on the reverse and a
pointing finger to return to the sender applied.

William Campbell Preston Breckinridge Served the Union in the 9th Kentucky Caval:
during the Civil War, he was a well known writer and employed as a reporter for t
Lexington, Ky. Herald He was elected to Congress in 1884 and served four terms.
He died in Washington shortly after his last term in Congress




ISSUE OF 1888

This issue was printed by typography by the Government Printing
Office and perforated by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing.

2,486,800 seals were produced in 16 printings between June 30,
1888 and September 11, 1899. The seals were printed in many
shades of brown on thick, medium and thin paper. They appeared
perf 12, rouletted 5% and hyphen-hole 7. Many imperf and mis-
perforated varieties exist and are beleived to mostly come from
printers waste.

i . -
Vot RULE e Faen bl ¢

Plate Proof on India Paper
Cut to Shape and Die Sunk
on Cardboard.

e



ISSUE OF 1888

i1st Printing
Chocolate Shades, Medium Paper
Imperf

over Inked

cut from a strip of three, the left pair shovs
an uninked impression of the typograph plate
and the right stamp shovs the offset present

on all three stamps.

Toned Paper
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ISSUE OF 1888

Chocolate Shades, Medium Paper
1st Printing
Perf 12
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First Printing, Chocolate,
Court House Cover to Texas
with pair of 4 cent issue
of 1888 and 10 cent
reengraved issue of

1882.

ISSUE OF 1888




ISSUE OF 1888

Thick Paper, Medium Bistre Brown Shades
Rough Perf 12
Second Printing
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ISSUE OF 1888

Bistre Brown, Thick Paper
Printings 3 to

E»Vw.uuaouanna

This block is from a different setting than the complete imperf sheet shown as tt
seals in the next to last row do not have the dented top right frame line.

)

G o

ICIALY 3485

LU0 oL LR

Extra Row of Perfs
Both bottom seals show nick
at lower left corner

2
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ISSUE OF 1888
Bistre Brown Shades, Thick Paper
3rd to 7th Printing

Toned Paper
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ISSUE OF 1888

Bistre Brown Shades, Thick Toned Paper
3rd to 7th Printing




ISSUE OF 1888

Bistre Brown, Thick Paper
Printings 3 to 7

Horizontal Pair, Imperf Between

Vertical Pair, Imperf Between

Horizontal Pair, Imperf Vertically

s/



ISSUE OF 1900
Lithographed
James L. Kervand Company, Washington, D. C.

A lithographic stone was prepared from a proof sheet of the Engraved Issue of 1879.
The "National Bank Note Company" imprint was then covered with 1ithograph transfers.
This was done on a block of 24, which was fully repeated 4 times and partly repeated
4 times. Because of the difficulty of this process, each of the positions can be

identified by the alignment of the bottom frame.

The 24 transfers (4X6) were repeated to make a plate of 143 seals. This size fit the
size of the paper, which was furnished by the Government Printing Office.

For convience the 24 transfers are identifird by letters A through X. The laygut of
the sheet follows:

ABCDABCDABC
EFGHEFGHETFG
IJKLIJKLIJK
MNOPMNOPMNDO
QRSTQRSTQRS
UVWXUVHWXUVMW
ABCDABCDABC
EFGHEFGHEFG
IJKLIJKLIJK
MNOPMNOPMNDO
QRSTQRSTQRS
UVWXUVWHXUVW
ABCDMNOPIUJK

Plate proof on India, cut to shape
and Die Sunk on Card.-

52




ISSUE OF 1888

Bistre Brown Shades, Thick Paper
3rd to 7th Printing
Dent in Top Right Frame

AU AR W W N Y e




ISSUE OF 1888

Bistre Brown Shades, Thick Paper
3rd to 7th Printing

Used, Imperf

Gash, Bottom Frame at Right

Damaged Top Left Frame

54



ISSUE OF 1888

Bistre Brown Shades, Thick Paper
3rd to 7th Printing
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ISSUE OF 1888

Thick Paper, Bistre Brown
Printing 3 to 7

Gash in Lower Left Frame

OFFICIALLY!;
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Top Right Stamp with Gash
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Bistre Brown, Thick Paper
Printings 3 to 7
Cancels

BTN ey

Bl

S

v

Used in San Juan, Puerto Rico.
English Spelling "Porto" indicates
use early in occupation.

Received at N.Y.P.O. Received at N.Y.P.O. Value Asked
(Reg. Div.) Unsealed (Reg. Div.) in Bad & Not Given
Condition

57
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ISSUE OF 1888

Thick Paper, Bistre Brown
Backstamped 3rd Ave. N.Y.City, New York's only Street Car P.O.

Thick Paper, Bistre Brown
Backstamped Brooklyn N.Y.Cir(cuit). This was the first year
this Street Car P.0. operated. It continued to operate until
1914.

52




ISSUE OF 1888

Gray Brown Shades, Thick Paper
~8th to 1lth Printing

Top Right Frame Dented



ISSUE OF 1888

Medium Brown
Thick Paper
12th Printing

Rose Brown, Thick Paper
Strongly Fluorescent, Pale Green
Unidentified Printing

Orange Brown
Thick Paper
Unidentified Printing



ISSUE OF 1888

Medium Brown Shades, Thin Porous Paper
13th to 16th (Last) Printing
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Dent, Upper Right Frame Line Gash, Right Frame Line



ISSUE OF 1888
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g
5 penny due, Refused, Returned to sender
through Washington, D.C. Dead Letter
Office. Sender charged 10 cents due.

2



ISSUE OF 1888
Rouletted 5 1/2

Yellow Bistre
From 4th Printing, Delivered June 27, 1891

Dull Bistre
From 5th Printing, Delivered January 22, 1892

&3



ISSUE OF 1888

Rouletted 5 1/2

Left, and 5th Printing Rouletted seals

Both 4th Printing,

, 1892, Registered Cover

were used on this July 30
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ISSUE OF 1888

Hyphen Hole Perf 7
8th Printing, Gray Brown

Gash, Bottom
Frame at Right Used
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Cincinnati, Ohio, Precancel on Seal
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ISSUE OF 1888

Gray Brown, Thick Paper
Hyphen-Hole 7

i

A

DEWOLFE, FISKE & CO.,
Publishers and Booksellers.
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BOSTON, MASS
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ISSUE OF 1888

Gray Brown, Thick Paper
Hyphen-Hole 7

T e [— S

NOVELTY DRUM PACKAGE CoO.

MA.NUFAC’I‘URERS

wmnmg Drums, Tea Caddies and Coffes Cans,

*4, 36 & 38 Wi rLs STREET,
NEW YORK.
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ISSUE OF 1900
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Orange Brown, Imperf top right cornor block,
Showing types A-C, E-G, I-K, M-0, Q-S, and

9
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replace

Two unidentified types. They probably replaced damaged transfers or were
during the early printings. Their position is currently unknown.
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Red Brown Deep Red Brown
Imperf Sides and Bottom
Blind Perfs, Top

Brown
Double Perfs at Right

at N.Y. P.0. Cancels

Two Received in Bad Order



ISSUE OF 1900
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Black Brown . 0live Brown

Deep Brown Orange Brown
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ISSUE OF 1900
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ISSUE OF 1900

Orange Brown to Deep Brown Shades
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ISSUE OF 1900

Black Brown to Light Bistre Shades
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ISSUE OF 1900

Imperf
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Orange Brown

SEALED.
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Deep Brown
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Deep Red

Brown

Brown Red




ISSUE OF 1300
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Deep Brown, Imperf vertlical

Red Brown Deep Brown

Imperf Horizontal

Red Brown, Imperf Vertical
Blind Horizontal Perfs
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Deep Brown, Imperf Between

Orange Brown
pPerf at top only e
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Joliet, Illinois Precancel
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& " Registered package mailed 1-30-
¢ 7 Lowell Hill. Cal. to Postmaste:
Washington, Nevada County, Cal.

~
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S . The Postmaster of Nevada City,
Cal. Opened it by mistake and
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