
Cross-Border Mail via the Cunard Line:
Mail Carried Between the United States and Halifax, 1840- 1867

Purpose:
This exhibit illustrates postage rates for mail carried between the
United States and Halifax, Nova Scotia, by steamships of the
British & North American Royal Mail Steam Packet Company,
better known as the Cunard Line.

Importance:
Cunard Line steamships provided reliable, scheduled service
between Halifax and the United States. The steamship route was
favored by merchants because it was much faster than the
overland route, and prior to I 85 1, was significantly less
expensive. The exhibit illustrates the complex and poorly
understood rates that were never subject to a postal treaty.

Scope:
From 1840 through 1867, Cunard Line steamships stopped in
Halifax, en route between Boston and Liverpool. Cunard Line
steamers to New York City also served Halifax between January
1848 and September 1850. Cunard Line mailbetween the United
States and Halifax was never covered by postal treaty. As a
result, letters could not be paid to destination, and include
separate United States and British North American rates. The
packet postage rates were set by the United Kingdom and were
aluay s paid by the correspondent in British North America.

Organization:
Tle erhibit is arranged chronologically. first illustrating the rate
periods described at right for letters bet*,een the United States
and \ora Scotia (pages l-1i ). followed by the special closed mail
rates Io Canada ria Boston lpage l2). rates to or from
\errto'.rndiand tpages l-:-l,i). Prince Eduard Island. and St.

Pien-e et \t!quelon ip€e l6).

Felmouth Packet Precursor To Cunard Line
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Organization By Rate Periods
Halifax-United States

Organization Of Interprovincial And Foreign Mail

Interprorincial \{ail Closed Mail With Canada

Foreign \lail

Newfoundland

Closed Mail With Newfoundland

Prince Edward Island

Saint Pierre et Miquelon
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Ker to Svmbols Used in Exhibit

[.S postage in blue
i1\ \ pt,rtlrlc irr rctl

e : Expert Certification

I It.*, of exceptional importance are matted in red

Period US Postage BNA Packet and Inland

Inlandratesof 1825 .lr.r(l cl .tollalilhr - inlanrl
by distance + ship tbe ratc hr rlisrancc

Inland rates of 1825
by distance + ship lee

5g under 300 miles
l0p over 300 miles
+ ship fee
(retaliatory rate fbr
part ofthis period)

5d under 300 miles
l0C over 300 miles

3c outgoing
5c incoming

5c equal to British
Open \'lail rate

-5c cqual to British
Open \{ail rate

5c equal to British
Open \lail rate

I shilling stg. to I Ialilirx
. inland rate b) tlistancc

I shillins stg. to Ilalilar
- irrlanrl ratc b\ distance

I shilling rtg. to Halita\
. inlarrd riitc h\ dislancc

5ri cr. 1o I lalilur
8d cr. hcr onll I lalilar

irl cr. to Ilalilar
llcl c). hc-r ond I lalilirr

!i :c to I Iulilitr
i.lr :e heroncl l lalitar

l(tc 1,, 1 1',, t',.
l.l :c hcr ontl I lalilar

5c under 300 miles 1' :tl c1 . to Ilalilar
l0c over 300 miles - inlarrrl ratc br rlistancc

The Cunard Line replaced Admiralty sailing packets.



Rate Period I I July 1840-4 December 1842
Inland rates of 1825 b1' distance + ship tee -11 :d c1. to Halifar * inland rate b)' distance
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Charlottetoun- PEI 
-Bosoo-{harlesoun- 

Mass.

B\A - paid I l'.d: 9d currenc\ distance t'ri l{rI lt'r 100 miles to Halithr. plus -11:d

sterling) packet postage per L r,l!1/rI
US - 6C due as ship letter at port of arrival. plus 6c fon+'arding less than 30 miles

Rate Period 2 5 December 1842-30 June 1845
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Halifax 
-New 

York 16- June 1845

NS 
-Paid 

I shilling sterling packet postage single rate for rveight up to l', ounce per

Caledonia
US 

-37Yr(, 
due: double 183/c(, rate per sheet (enclosure) distance of 150 to 400 miles, plus

2( ship letter fee (ship letter fee not doubled)



Rate Period 3 .iig
5C under 300 miles lftc or c: .it,', -' =-

verso

HALIFAX UD STATES
July 3, 1846 transit
backstamp applied to
Cunard Line mail from the
United States 1845 - 1867.
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[.S --]c due :c inland rate under,1[)0 miles. plu: ic ship lener ree

Sent by closed bae trom Boston to Neri York.

New York-Halilax June 29" 1846

US - 5l black 1845 New York provisional pays inland rate under 300 miles
NS - I shilling sterlinu irackct posiiillc ilir' pcr ('ult,dorritt

Large part folded address sheet, only reported use ofa postmaster provisional on packet
cover to Halifax, and only reported use to Nova Scotia.
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Halirlr - \Etr York i0 October I &{t

\! 
- P::: . ::. . 1:.:e:- .::. l.lalel Dra:l.lfe pir H;A;.r;ri ILi Blrslrrn

L S - l9c dw: -<c for distance under 300 miles. plus 2-tc American packer posrage

From Juur 27- I &ft to Janual) 3. I E{9. United Stares charges American packa postage on
prepaid leuers b1 British packel irrcluding letrers from Halifax.
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Halifax - New York 23 December 1848

NS - Paid I shilling sterling packet postage per Europa to New York
US - 24( due American packet postage

Last sailing from Halifax during retaliatory period. Cunard Line packets between Liverpool
and New York serve Halifax between January 1848 and September 1850.



Rate Period 4 l5 Februarv 1849-19 September 1849
5c under -:0O miles i 0c orer -100 miles
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-Paid I shilling sterling per \ldlldrd to \eu York

US -5c due inland rate under 300 miles
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20 September 1849-30 June 1851
4t/rd ct'. to Halifax - inland rate bv distance
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Philadelphia- Halifax

US - 5p red brown 1847s overpay 5l inland rate under 300 miles to New York
NS - 4%d currency (4d sterling) due packet postage per Cambria

Seven 4%d-rate Cunard Packet covers to Nova Scotia reported with 51 1847s

7 May 1850
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Rate Period 6 6 Julv 1851-1854 (exact date unknown)
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l6 packet covers reported paying the 5d rate with pence issue stamps.



Rate Period 7 1854 (exact date unknown)- 3l December 1859
5c equal to British Open Mail rate
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mail to Halifax 1853 -

1867.
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Philadclphia -Halitar

LS--sc red broun l8-<6 pars -ic rate equal to the British Open \lail rate
\\ -{ii riir'r'i1t\ ,'.1.; -1;'r' ,:t: .l:..' i..i. l,-r"..,

I I Ausust 1856

22 covers reported to Nova Scotia lrith this flankine (overland and packet)
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6 November 1855

\S -ld rlark blue i85 I urtti tno id rccl hltlnn lll5ls pir_r id currenc\ (-ld stcllins)
pare kri rille itcr' . Lri.r

US Trear,v Rate to Canada-l0l (6d curency) due

Only open-mail packet pence issue cover to Canada.

Total postage of I ld versus 7%d if sent by closed mail or 3d if sent by land mail.



Boston 
-Comriallis. 

NS

US-- n"tr l8-s7 1c Trpe Vs. and 3c
\: S. j , ,r'ir'il.,. i,t .,,:tti','. ,-.iil

l8-s7 Tlpe llpay
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l6 June 1858

British Open Nlail rate
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Antigonish. NS-Boston 20 January 1860
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US postage -5d due

5 packet covers reported paying the 8d rate with pence issue stamps,

this being the only cover with the 6d dark green.



Rate Period 8 1 January l860-30April 1862
8%$ to Halifax / l3%( beyond Halifax

Halifax-Baltirnore

NS -8%l 
green 1860 pays packet postage (4d sterling) per America

US- 5l due equal to British Open Mail rate

t8 Feb'ruary 186l

The SYzi packet rate was in effect for only nineteen months after the stamp was issued.

- 
*** Jamaica-NewYork-Halifax l5 October l86l

US-5p buff 1861 pays rate equal to British Open Mail rate

NS-5d currency (S%( l4d sterlingl) due packet postage pet Niagara

Halifax continued to use the 5d rate marking during the 8%( rate period.



Rate Period 9 December 186
l0c to Halitar I l1 :c ber ond Halifar
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Halifari-Neu York

NS 10c orange I t36{) par s

US - 5c due

Additional

,4

20 Jull I863

8 :c (-lJ sterlinstpackr't fo:tri:e pcr lrr'1..;. plu: I :c inland

l1120 charged on letters addressed to Halifax.
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30 March 1863Philadelphia-Halifax

US 
-51 

red brown 1862 pays rate equal to British Open Mail rate
NS l0c due: 8'.:c ("ld sterling) packet postage per Cunudu plus il.ic inland
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Windsor. Nova Scotia San Francisco

\S l0c orange l86f) and 5c blue 1860 orerpar 8':c (-ld sterling) packet
plus 5c inland postage

US - -sC due

l5 January 1867

postage per Asia
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Boston-Halifax 29 August 1867

US 
-5P 

brown 1863 pays rate equal to British Open Mail rate
Canada -l0C due. 8'/zt. (4d sterling) packet postage per .lat'u and llzs. inland charge. initially rated

l3','il due in error as letter addressed beyond Halitar

Nova Scotia Joins the Dominion of Canada July l, 1867.



Interprovincial Mail: Closed Mail With Canada 27 October 1851-31 December 1867
No transit postage tl(i \-\ L t

Ilalifax Montreal 27 December 1858

il\A (rd dirrli glegr i35l iirril ,lri rllul' hlLr,: l8.rl brscct irir) 5ii cun"cnc\ t1d:ierlinllllircLer
l)osla!c i-.(t' Iiir.'r'li ,r r iii []oslon plrrs spgr'i1! r' :d ci.rn'c-ltci in lartrl rrrtc

One offour Nova Scotia pence issue covers paying the exact rate.
and the only cover with a 6d dark green.

Minor repair to bisecl
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Montreal-New Glasgorv. Nova Scotia 3 June 1867

B\A ll':crellou st'ccn llJ-St)p111 5lJ':(i-trdrtrrlirtg)packetnostag(r Pcr l/i'il'./
\ia ll()\t()ir pitrs slrr-ciul ^,lc (lr:d stcrling) inlurrd rate

One of I I recorded Canada decimal issue covers paying the closed mail rate.
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Intemrovitpial Mail: Newfoundland Late l84l or 1842-19 June l85O
I Shilling Stg. packet rate
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St Johns--Philadehhia

NL - Crowned Circle Paid I shilling prcket postage g -4cadia
US -l2t dw: l0l inland rae over 3fl) mihs, phs 2, "tt'p lener fee

Seil ftom BM b Ptildebm Uy clced{ag.

.tL

td Stg- packa rate

St lrne-I{cr Yst 6Scptcmba ltlf

Nl--?aid td sterling: 4d sterling packet postage to Halifax, plus,ld sterling packet postage per
Niogora to Boston
US-51due



I January 1856-5 April 1865
4d Stg. packet rate

e

St. Johnr-Baltimore 29 February 1860

NL - 8d Scarlet Vermillion 1857 bisect pays 4d sterling packet postage per America
US -51 due

New York-Harbor Grace

US-l0l yellow-green l86l overpays 5l rate equal to British Open Mail rate
NL- 4d sterling due packet postage due per Olympus, plus 3d currency inland

28 October 1863



l0l to St. Johns i l3c to Outports

St Johs-ffiowu, MMusas 27 ,lme lt65

1SL-l0r black lt65 pals tc (.ld sterling) packer posilage yr Cuba. plus 2c inland
us -5t dE

22 Sedember l85l-19 June 1850
lfu trasit p@tB lOd stg I shilling c1. closed mail rate

Mmucal --{Irtor Gru, }{esfoundhd 4 Mry tt57

BNA -l shilling currency due, l0d currency (8d sterling) packet postage per America via Boston
plus 2d currency interprovincial postage

One of five recorded exarnples of the I shilling closed mail rate from Canada to Newfoundland-



Interprovincial Mail: Prince Edward Island
6d c\ . l')itckr't ratc
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Boston 
-Summerside. 

Prince Edward Island l2 August 1857

LrS-3c rose 18,i7 Type I underpals 5c rate equal to British Open Mail rate
ll\ \ (ld curr.lra) .lur': (rd [)rincc Idri;.tr-t] Irl.rrrd cLri-r.nc\ t-1tl :terlins.)packct 1-rt,51xgc pcr Alr.,r7.,,r.

nlLr. 1.1 eLirrcner inlrn.l

Prince Eduard Island currencv had _rreater depreciation against sterlin_e than Nova Scotia.

Forei.en \{ail: Saint Pierre et Miquelon
I t )d currr-ncr packet rate
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Nerr \'ork 
-Saint 

Pierre et \'[iquelon

US - paid -5p equal to the British Open Mail Rate

NS l0d cy: -sd crrrrenc\ (-1d stc-rlins) pcr litrrttlr,t to Ilalitar plus -id currr'nc\ (ld sterling)
perCunard l-eeder roLrtc'to North Sydner. Cape Bretr.rn Isltrnd. Nol'a Scotirt

SPM postage- I .25 franc, I 0d Nova Scotia postage due converted to I fianc, plus 25
centimes for French packet from North Sydney to Saint Pierre

29 June 1858


