
Bakers' U.S. Classics 
by 

Hugh J. and J. David Baker 

COMPILED AND ARR ANGED BY SUBJECT 
From the columns in 

"STAMPS" 
1962-1969 

and 

republished by permission 
of 

"STAMPS" 

by 

THE PUBLICATIONS PLANNING COMMITTEE 

of the 

THE U.S. PHILATELIC CLASSICS SOCIETY, INC. 
COLUMB US, OHIO 

1985 



Copyright, 1985 by U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, Inc. 

(Original columns, as published 1962-1969 in Stamps magazine were 

copyrighted as they appear by H.L. Lindquist Publications, New York.) 

All rights reserved 

(The original columns are set in Baskerville and all other portions 

of the book are in Helvetica or other type faces.) 

Edited by the Publications Planning Committee of the U.S. Philatelic Classics 

Society and the Editors of the Chronicle, including: 

Susan M. McDonald 

Creighton C. Hart 

Thomas J. Alexander 

Richard B. Graham 

Michael Laurence 

Charles J. Starnes 

Library of Congress Card No. 85-061637 

ISBN 0-9603548-2-4 

The contents of this book are fully protected by copyright. Collectors, dealers, and philatelic authors are hereby authorized to 

make use of the information contained in this book without specific permission of the publisher, provided that proper 

acknowledgement of the source is made. 



Bakers' U.S. Classics 



Hugh J. Baker, Jr. John David Baker 

David and Hugh Baker, as their philatelic friends saw them. Here, they were at a 

Washington, D.C. NAPEX show in the early 1960's. Photos by Dr. Charles D. 

Sneller of Peoria, Illinois. 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

The Bakers; biographical . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

About collectors, shows, philatelic literature .......................................... 4 

Famous finds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 

The U.S. Post Office; people and operations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 

The Postmasters General . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 43 

The Distribution System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56 

Dead Letter Office . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 73 

The Pre-Stamp Era . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 77 

Indiana Postal History . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79 

Eastern Express Mail . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 89 

Western Postal History . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96 

San Francisco, Postal History . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 96 

Panama and mails via the Isthmus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102 

Wells, Fargo and the Pony Express . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107 

Hawaii . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  119 

The Stamp Eras . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124 

Carriers and Locals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 124 

Postmasters' Provisionals . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 129 

Earliest dates of use . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 137 

Used multiples of classic stamps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 139 

Bisected stamps . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 142 

The 1847 Issue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 145 

The 1851-60 Issue ............................................................. 182 

Postal History, 1860-61 ......................................................... 221 

Confederate and Independent State usage of U.S. stamps ........................... 232 

The 1861 Issue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 239 

The Black Jack of 1863 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 253 

The Grills of 1867 ............................................................. 263 

The 1869 Issue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 268 

The Foreign Mails . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 282 

Postal History Miscellany ....................................................... 314 

Confederate Postal History ...................................................... 319 



CREDITS AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

This compilation would not have been possible without the active co-operation of many people and 
a few organizations. 

First, the permission of Stamps magazine to reproduce the columns was graciously given by James 
Morton, Publisher, in a letter of June 13, 1980 to the chairman of the U.S.P.C.S. Publication Planning 
Committee. 

It should be noted that the U.S. Classics column was soon resumed by Theron Wierenga and it 
continues to this day discussing U.S. classic materials. 

The contributions of the editors of the Chronicle were extensive. The appropriate section editors, a 
list of whom is given on the copyright page, read through and commented about the columns 
pertinent to their areas of expertise. In addition, Editor-in-Chief Susan M. McDonald and Thomas J. 
Alexander read all the columns and commented accordingly. 

Photographs of appropriate covers and other material to illustrate the columns were obtained from 
many sources, as explained in the introduction. A list of those in whose collections or stocks the 
covers shown (and considered) now repose or reposed at the time the photographs were taken, 
follows: 

Alexander, Thomas J. 
Allen, Thomas F. 
Atkins, Alan T.* 
Baker, Dorothy Jean 
Beals, David T., Ill 
Biddle, John R. 
Blank, Elmer* 
Brugh, Lynn* 
Christian, C.W. "Bert" 
Cooper, Lowell 
Coulter, Elliott 
Devoss, Col. James T. 
Eggen, John A., Jr. 
Forcheimer, Leon* 
Frajola, Richard C. 
Gallagher, D. Scott 
Graham, Richard B. 
Haas, Marc 
Hart, Creighton C. 

·oeceased 

Hartmann, Leonard H. 
Herzog, William K. 
Hicks, William W.* 
Hubbard, Walter* 
Hyzen, Leon 
Ishikawa, Ryohei 
Jaeger, Karl 
Jarrett, David L. 
Karrer, Lt. Col. Robert J. , Jr. 
Laurence, Michael 
Levitt, Andrew 
Mack, Millard 
Markovits, Robert L. 
McDonald, Susan M. 
Meyer, Henry A.* 
Neinken, Mortimer L.* 
Paliafito, Robert A. 
Pope, Elizabeth C. 
Pope, John* 

Risvold, Floyd E. 
Rohloff, Paul C.* 
Rorke, Dr. Joseph F. 
Searing, Dr. Richard M. 
Semsrott, William H. 
Siegel, Robert A. 
Slawson, George C. * 
Spaulding, Dr. Robert M. 
Starnes, Charles J. 
Stever, Rex H. 
Towle, Charles L. 
Twigg-Smith, Thurston 
Van Vlissengen, Arthur 
Wall, Philip T. 
Welch, Dr. Henry H. 
Wolf, Paul J.* 

Many of the covers shown have passed through several hands since the photographs used were 
taken, and their locations today are not known to the editors. Our apologies to those owners and also 
all inadvertently omitted from the above list. 

Our thanks also go to Anita R. Young, Judy King, John Pinkerton, David King, Alan King and 
Janice Rafter at Typeetc. and King Associates for their patience and consideration shown the writer 
during the production of the type and keylines. 

Richard B. Graham, Chairman 
Publications Planning Committee 



INTRODUCTION 

Bakers' U.S. Classics first appeared in "Stamps" magazine as a weekly column in the issue of April 
7, 1962. It ended with David Baker's column "A Swan Song" which also included the announcement 
of the death of Hugh Baker, this column appearing on January 18, 1969. 

During the nearly seven years the columns were published, there were only three issues of Stamps 
in which no Baker column appeared. The subjects ranged from reporting on stamp shows to stamps 
and covers, but U. S. classic stamps and covers were the underlying subject of the columns. 

Of the 351 columns published, slightly more than 40 included single column illustrations. Nearly all 
of these showed stamps or postmarks; only two covers were shown during the run of the columns. 
Yet, many of the columns were about covers and complex usages, which are difficult to explain 
without photographs of the subjects discussed. 

Writing a column such as Bakers U.S. Classics requires a style of writing somewhat different from 
that used in preparing articles for philatelic publications such as The American Philatelist or the 
quarterly organ of the U.S. Philatelic Classics Society, The Chronicle of the U.S. Classic Postal Issues, 
known to all as simply, The Chronicle. 

The Bakers crowded an enormous amount of detail into their columns, and their writing, to say the 
least, was quite compact. Whether the frequent omission of articles such as "the" and "an" (where 
they and most writers writing for other publications would have used them) was done by the Bakers 
or the editors of Stamps, isn't known. 

Punctuation, too, is very minimal in some columns, particularly those set in small type. It should be 
recognized that setting type in columns only a fraction more than two inches wide presents problems 
not encountered in setting wider columns. 

Just the same, that is the way the columns appeared and were read. And they were read widely and 
understood and appreciated-we know this because the response was heavy and, in fact, much of it 
was reported in the columns or led to further columns. 

In a compilation such as this, it is accepted policy to keep the columns as they appeared, so that the 
style and impact of the original authors will be retained. In these columns, editorial changes have 
been made only to correct typographical or obvious wording errors. There has been no attempt to 
smooth out some extremely terse language or provide additional or otherwise correct punctuation 
except where the original wording didn't make sense as it stood. 

The titles of the original columns, as they originally appeared, have been retained intact with very 
few exceptions. Not all the columns had titles; some of the weekly offerings were on two or three 
widely differing subjects. These usually but by no means always had subtitles. It is possible the 
presence or absence of subtitles was a question of space available and column length, as determined 
by the Bakers in writing the columns and amended by Stamps' editors. 

The Bakers always made the point to prospective guest columnists that the magazine had placed 
no restrictions on column length or illustrations. However, very few columns illustrated covers; all, 
including the guest columnists, recognized that a cover illustration one column wide doesn't show 
much detail. It is evident, too, that the columns produced by the Bakers indicated a strong sensitivity 
to the editorial problem of available space and few, after the first year, were long enough that they had 
to be continued on a back page of Stamps. 

Probably the least consistent aspect of the titles and other means used to keep separate subjects 
identified is that in the several long series of columns on a particular subject, such as Wells, Fargo or 
the biographies of the Postmasters General, the numerical sequence wasn't always accurate. Few of 
them had a "I" in the sequence (such as "Early San Francisco I," which was an exception) and some 
numbers were repeated. These inconsistencies have been corrected and adjusted in this book. 

To better separate the subjects, which have been grouped in a manner roughly similar to the 
sectional organization of the Chronicle, and where no subtitles were provided in the original columns, 
a line of asterisks has been used to indicate the item was part of a column containing other subjects. 
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All of the columns have been reset 29 picas wide, instead of the original single newspaper style 
column, and in a much larger and highly readable type. The approach to actual errors of fact in the 
text, or corrections or additions in the light of data developed in recent years, has been by the use of 
marginal notes, a wide margin having been provided for this purpose. 

These notes have been kept as brief as possible and are in a much smaller and more compact type 
font than the text of the original columns. The marginal notes also include many cross references 
between columns and also notes of treatises on the subjects of the individual columns, such as 
articles in the Chronicle. 

All of the 49 single column illustrations which appeared in the original columns have been retained, 
although the two cover illustrations have been made much larger, with the rest placed in the page 
margins. In addition, over 200 cover illustrations have been provided, many of these being the actual 
covers discussed in the accompanying columns. 

In addition to the cover illustrations, there are nearly 140 marginal illustrations, mostly of stamps or 
postmarks. 

The Baker columns discussed stamps, covers, unusual usages and dealt not only with these but the 
historical and geographic details behind them in terms both of postal history and of history in general. 

Most of the compendiums of columns such as this, or reprints of stamp publications, have simply 
repeated the columns by direct offset reproduction. If there were typographical or other errors 
including errors of fact, these were repeated and thus perpetuated; only those already informed were 
the wiser. 

In a conversation with this writer, a few years before Dave Baker's death, he remarked that while 
he'd like to see the columns compiled and republished, he didn't wish it done without the errors in the 
columns corrected and new data added that had been developed since the columns were published. 
His reasons were not so much for personal gratification but because he disliked superseded or 
erroneous information being repeated without being updated. 

In assembling the illustrations for the columns, great stress was laid upon securing photos of the 
covers discussed in the columns, and, secondly, covers which belonged to Hugh or David Baker. 
Where neither were available, and where illustrations seemed useful, photos of covers Hugh and Dave 
had known of, liked, and discussed at times elsewhere than their columns, were used. This doesn't 
exclude much in classic U.S. postal history. 

Assembling photos of appropriate covers once owned by Hugh or Dave Baker has been an 
interesting but not always simple project. Their philatelic possessions were dispersed in four major 
sales by the Robert A. Siegel organization, the last of which was after the death of David Baker. Hugh 
had died in December, 1968, and his material, except for the Indiana stampless covers which Dave 
eventually purchased, was sold in 1970. 

Before Hugh's unexpected death, Dave decided to cut down his collecton to his 250 best items, and 
the excess was sold in April, 1968. In December, 1967, before the sale could take place, the remainder 
of Dave's collection was stolen from his home. All but two covers were recovered some years later 
and were sold in a major sale in April, 1978. Several columns discuss various aspects of the stolen 
covers. 

Many of the photos of covers used here were obtained through courtesy of buyers from these 
sales. Others came from the good negatives in the photo files of the late Henry A. Meyer, who made 
most of the Bakers' photographs to be used in the Chronicle. Many more illustrations were taken from 
a large file of duplicate slides given this writer by Dave Baker some years ago, from which black and 
white negatives were made. 

The columns say a great deal about the collecting habits of Hugh and Dave Baker. Both liked 
postal history, possibly a bit better than they liked stamps, but both were extremely knowledgeable in 
both areas. Hugh liked Indiana territorial and statehood covers, and had a magnificent showing of 
Indiana stampless covers. He also liked fancy cancels and unusual postmarks. 



IX 

Hugh had many outstanding postal history covers, but probably deferred to David somewhat in this 
field, since Dave's holdings were truly spectacular in westerns and covers of the 1847, 1851-57, 1861 
and 1869 issues, as well as a few specialized collections of specific stamps, such as the 1 ¢ 1861 and 
3¢ 1851-61. 

When Hugh died, Dave acquired Hugh's Indiana stampless covers and also his Indianapolis 
collection, so both brothers owned these segments at one time or other. 

Both loved what might be called "puzzle" covers, and several which appeared in the "Cover Corner" 
of the Chronicle are included here as illustrations, even though the covers are not the subject of 
specific columns. 

The Baker columns in this book are arranged by subject in about the same manner as the 
Chronicle is sectionalized. If this arrangement seems to work well, it is probably because the columns 
started at the same time and were about the same subjects as the expanded Chronicle. This 
expansion, which took place in July, 1963 when the Chronicle also became a "slick paper" 
publication, included the issues of 1847 and 1861. The Chronicle until then had only covered the 
1851-61 stamps and postal history. Hugh and Dave became the editors of the section covering the 
1847 stamps at that time, but they only held this post for three issues until Creighton C. Hart could get 
the decks cleared to assume the section editorship. In the meantime, although Dave Baker had also 
commenced the "Cover Corner" in the Chronicle, "Bakers' U.S. Classics" in Stamps magazine was to 
become their main effort. 

The expanded Chronicle was a very important aspect of the reorganization of the "3¢ 1851-61 Unit" 
into the U. S. Philatelic Classics Society (USPCS) . The Bakers had a great deal to do with making the 
realigned USPCS into an effective organization. J. David Baker was Chairman of the 1851-61 Unit; 
under the new constitution and by-laws of US PCS he became President. Hugh Baker did behind-the
scenes work in planning the expanded organization and securing its status as a non-profit 
organization under IRS rules-one of the first philatelic organizations to do so. 

Part of the program was to inform collectors outside the 1851-1857 Unit that the 1847 and 1861 
stamp eras were now included in the revised organization, and that the new Chronicle (to become a 
"slick paper" magazine so that good half-tone illustrations could be provided to show details of 
stamps and covers) also would include material on those issues. To spread the word, Hugh and Dave 
Baker made the arrangements that a new weekly column on U.S. classic stamps and covers would 
start to appear in Stamps magazine, which had been seeking a replacement for "Sloane's Column" 
after the death of George B. Sloane. Hugh and Dave couldn't find anyone else willing to undertake 
such a column, they reported, so they decided to try it themselves. 

The columns, as arranged here, have no relationship at all to the order in which they appeared in 
Stamps. The first column devoted one paragraph to stating the purpose of the column and plunged 
right into things. It will be found on page 94. 

In this compilation, the early pages include the introductory material, personal notes and obituaries 
of Hugh and Dave Baker, which gives details of their family and professional lives. Following this, are 
reports of shows, seminars, with book reviews and material of a general nature not belonging 
specifically to any one section. 

This is followed by a section regarding the early days and organization of the U.S. Post Office 
Department, including several columns on how the mail was distributed, the operations of the Dead 
Letter Office and biographies of many of the early Postmasters General. This latter series was 
interrupted by Hugh's death and the immediately subsequent relinquishment of the column by Dave. 

A section on the U.S. stampless era follows, including a discussion of Indiana territorial and 
stampless covers. Western postal history is next, including a few columns about early Hawaiian 
covers and also a series on Wells, Fargo, the San Francisco post office and the Pony Express. 

The Indiana portion of this section, although based upon what was then an important part of 
Hugh's collection, was probably the germ of Dave Baker's huge two-volume compendium on Indiana 
postal history. 



The 1847 section is the largest section in this book and it is also the most heavily illustrated. 
Readers will find these columns closely interwoven with Creighton C. Hart's 1847 section in the 
Chronicle, being published at the same time. 

The 1851-57 section is strong, including a detailed review of the stamps. The columns about the 1 ¢ 
1851's reviewed the types in detail, but the details of the types of the 10¢ stamps were probably 
reserved as a future subject and never appeared. Many fine 1851-57 covers were discussed, and some 
of them are shown in this book in this section with more in the Foreign Mails portion. 

The end of this section, not surprisingly, merges into the section on the Civil War era and the 
illustrations are selected from David Baker's great collection of which portions had won several 
International gold medals in the preceding decade. That exhibit was called, "1860, A Year of 
Decision," with another section showing the 1861 era uses of the 1857-60 issue. 

An attempt was made, based upon reports from readers of the column, to tabulate interesting 
Independent State and Confederate State usages of the U.S. 1857-60 issue of stamps. The resulting 
tabulation, which is very impressive as it includes a great proportion of high value U.S. stamps on 
cover, plus interesting uses of the lower values, probably no more than scratches the surface, but 
nothing similar seems to ever have been attempted. 

The section based upon the U.S. 1861-67 issues of stamps is strong, but most of the great covers 
from this era are shown in the Foreign Mails section of this book. David Baker owned four great 90¢ 
1861 covers and all are illustrated. 

The section also includes several columns showing the well-known "Atherton" and "Preston" shifts 
on the 2¢ Black Jack of 1863, and illustrations of most of the items discussed have been located. 

The next subject of the Baker brothers stamp-by-stamp review was to have been the 1869 issue of 
which Dave was particularly fond. The section includes several illustrations of fine 1869 covers owned 
by him, including the only known example of the 90¢ 1869 stamp genuinely used on cover, and the 
famous cover with thirteen 2¢ 1869 stamps used from Japan to Rhenish Prussia. 

Foreign mails were a major interest of both brothers, although Hugh probably deferred to Dave in 
this area. Both loved the "puzzle" type cover, particularly those foreign rate covers that were 
underpaid, overpaid, or handled incorrectly in the international mail exchange offices. The measures 
taken by the clerks in the last century to solve such problems, as displayed by covers overlaid with 
postmarks atop postmarks, filled both Bakers with delight and many of the columns are devoted to 
this type of cover. A few of the "puzzle" covers as presented in the the "Cover Corner" of the Chronicle 
by Dave are illustrated with these columns. 

I don't think I was ever at a stamp show where Hugh and Dave were present but what one or both 
would drag a "puzzle" cover out of his pocket and attempt to confound their friends. 

The columns conclude with a few more "puzzle" covers from several eras belonging to Lowell 
Cooper, plus a short section on Confederate material, mostly contributed by Tom Parks and Leonard 
Hartmann. 

Hugh and Dave invited guest columnists to contribute full columns. This was not done, I think, to 
remove any load from themselves, but to obtain authoritative presentations from specialists on 
subjects not uppermost in their interests. However, a weekly column is demanding, and the broader 
the coverage, the more interesting the response which also generates more good columns. 

Probably the late George Hargest wrote more columns for Bakers' U.S. Classics than any other 
guest columnist. A great deal of the foreign mail section was written by Hargest, and it should be 
noted that many of the foreign mail subjects covered were further developed by him and appeared in 
his definitive book on the subject, History of Letter Post Communication Between the United States 
and Europe, 1845-1875 (published by the Smithsonian I nstitution in 1971 and since reprinted by 
Quarterman Publications in 1975). 

Probably the greatest number of contributions were by Creighton C. Hart, whose 1847 era 
contributions, together with those of Frank Levi, Jr., were used both as quotations and made into 
columns. 
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Frank Levi's tabulations and records on both the 1847 and 1851 issues also produced data not 
published before nor used since, so that making it available in permanent form in this book is very 
desirable. 

Arthur Van Vlissengen wrote on postmarks spelled "Milwaukee" and "Milwaukie" in the periods 
when both the 1847 stamps were first available and Wisconsin Territory became a state. Pat Herst had 
an interesting column explaining why postage can't always be explained by judging mileage as a 
crow flies and George Slawson wrote entertainingly on the peculiarities of Vermont postal history. 

David Jarrett discussed Colorado postal markings and towns, and Bill Hicks wrote about his 
favorite stamp, the 3¢ 1851 "Experimental" orange brown, but didn't get a column on railway markings 
contributed before his death. 

This writer wrote on Civil War soldiers' and naval letters and Robert Markovits had a column and 
several reports about the earliest known uses of U.S. stamps. 

One of the best contributions was E.D. Warshauer's columns on 3¢ 1869 covers. Another very fine 
guest column was Tracy Simpson's effort on interpreting auction descriptions, much of which applies 
equally well today. Simpson's column about identifying the type II and Ila 3¢ stamps of 1857 helped 
clear up a rather murky situation. 

Bert Christian wrote about his favorite 1 ¢stamps and essays and Mortimer L. Neinken contributed 
columns about early auctions and notes about his favorite 1¢ 1851-57 stamps. M. Clinton McGee 
informed us of the reasons for the color changes on certain Confederate issues and produced data 
from Civil War Richmond newspapers to back up his thesis. 

There were many other contributors whose letters were quoted or their published articles and 
contributions to our knowledge were lauded and acknowledged in the Baker columns. 

The Baker columns seemed to touch on every phase of the study of U.S. stamps and postal history 
which was of interest to them, and where they had little background to write on a subject, they either 
secured a specialist in the field or "boned up" enough to write the kind of column that brought letters 
from the specialists. 

Most of the Bakers' missionary work was done at shows where their USPCS suite was kind of a 
combination philatelic shrine and Grand Central Station. There seemed to be a continuous 
philatelic/postal history seminar going on around them from early morning until late at night. 

I can't remember a show that I attended in the early 1960's where both Hugh and Dave weren't in 
attendance. Listening to the discussions and philatelic give-and-take in which they participated is my 
most enduring memory of those shows. 

Hugh's rather ironic humor and lawyer's analytical approach (with occasional rather sharp thrusts) 
were nicely blended with Dave's patent sincerity interspersed with flashes of unexpected humor 
through his usual dead serious approach. It brought out the best in the discussions and I am sure that 
many of the Baker columns stemmed from those bull-sessions at stamp shows. 

The columns discussed those areas which readers wished to hear discussed and to all those who 
knew Hugh and Dave, they read about like the brothers were talking with us. Response was heavy 
and was duly acknowledged by them, as witness the many corrections of previous columns that will 
be found in these pages. 

The approach we have taken to compiling their columns has carried on that concept, as will be 
noted from the many marginal notes updating portions of the text. 

It is hoped this publishing of the Baker columns achieves two things: that the columns with the 
added notes and illustrations will be valuable as a kind of general handbook on collecting classic U.S. 
stamps and covers, and that it is a product that both Hugh and Dave Baker would have appreciated. 

Richard B. Graham, Chairman 
Publications Planning Committee, 1985 





Meet Authors of U. S. Classics, Starting in this Issue 

We are pleased to announce that wi th  this  i s sue of Stamps we are i n troducing 
a new column on U . S .  Classic Issues, which w i l l  be wri t ten by H ugh]. Baker, 
Jr . , and]. David Baker. Both are dist inguished phi la te l i s ts in the field of U . S .  
stamps, w i th a vast  s tore of knowledge in the U.  S .  Classics .  

Both men were born in Indianapol i s ,  Indiana. H ugh J .  Baker, Jr .  is a graduate 
of the Ohio S ta te Univers i ty w i th an A .  B. degree, and from Yale Univers i ty wi th 
an LLB degree. He i s  a member of the American Phi la te l ic  Society, the Society of 
Phi latel ic  Americans,  I ndiana Stamp Club, Col lectors Club of New York, 
Western Cover Society, Postal His tory Society of  the Americas, American Phi la
tel i c  Congress,  the U . S .  1 85 1 -60 Un i t  of the A . P . S . ,  U . S .  Cance l la tion Club,  
I l l inois Posta l  His tory Society, and the Iowa Posta l  His tory Society .  

Hugh s tarted col lecting stamps in 1 92 1 ,  but did l i t t le wi th i t  during col lege 
and law school days ,  then went back to it about  1 938,  and by 1 948 was rea l ly  a 
serious phi la te l ic  student .  His  primary i n terest  a t  that time was fancy cancel la 
t ions .  Present ly  he is devoting h imsel f more to fore ign rates, Indiana Postal 
History i tems, Eastern pony express, and domestic rates .  

He received a si lver medal a t  FIPEX '56 in  New York, and has been awarded 
numerous regional grand awards and trophies for the best  U. S .  in the show. 

By vocation Hugh is a l awyer, and beside phi la te ly  his  leisure t ime is largely 
devoted to activi t ies w i th and for his  col lege fraterni ty ,  Phi  Gamma Del ta, of 
which he is  national vice president .  

]. David Baker received an A.B .  degree from The Principia Col lege, of  Elsah,  
I l l i nois ;  and a B .S .  degree from the Massachusetts Ins t i tu te of Technology. He is  
a member of the American Phi latel ic  Society, Society of Phi latel ic  Americans,  
Indiana Stamp Club,  Collectors Club of New York, Wes tern Cover Society, 
Postal H is tory Society of the Americas . He i s  the Treasurer of the Central States 
Federation of Stamp Clubs,  and Chairman of the U . S .  1 85 1 -60 U ni t .  

He s tarted collecting as a boy in 1 926, and i n  1 938 began col lect ing the  U .  S .  
Bureau I ssues in  pla te blocks, along w i th imperforate cen ter- l ine and arrow 
blocks. He completed this col lection in 1 948, at wh ich time he turned to col 
lecting 1 9th cen tury U .  S .  This  he  s tarted wi th  a smattering of Pos tmasters ' 
Provisionals and i tems both off and on cover up  to the s tart of the Bureau Issues . 
He developed particular in terest in Cal i fornia  and Western i tems in  general :  
let ters v i a  the rou tes , western expresses, terr i torials ,  etc. Later he  s tarted to  in 
crease his  holdings in 1 85 1 -57 issues and  to  col lect covers to  foreign lands. He  has 
a particu lar fetish of knowing when and how a le t ter traveled to des t ination
exact year of use, etc. 

]. David Baker won the Jessup trophy for the bes t in Westerns a t  the A .P .S .  
conven tion i n  San  Franci sco 1 954; a gold meda l a t  the  i n ternational STOCK
HOLMIA '55 ,  in  Stockholm,  Sweden,  1 955; and gold meda l s  at  the i n ternational 
shows NORWEX '55,  Oslo, Norway , CUP EX '55  a t  Havana, Cuba, 1 955,  as wel l  
a s  FIPEX i n  New York in  1 956. He has  received the  grand award at the  Col lec
tors Club in New York, 1 96 1 ;  and was guest exh ib i tor at the Garfield-Perry 
Stamp Club.  

] .  David i s  execu tive vice pres ident of H ugh ] .  Ba ker & Company ,  fabrica tors 
of s tructural s teel and reinforcing steel ,  and dis tr ibutors of bui lding products. 

He is  a member of the Indianapol i s  Rotary Club ;  and chairman of the Indiana 
Ci tizens Counci l on Cri me and Deli nquency, a s ta tewide affi l i a te of the 
National Counci l on Crime and Del inquency. He i s  a past presiden t of the 
Communi ty Service Counci l of Indianapol i s  and Marion County ;  and a member 
of the Del ta Upsilon Fraterni ty .  

H ugh ] .  and  ] .  David Baker are eminent ly  qua l i fied for the task they are 
undertaking of wri ti ng a weekly column for Stamps on U . S.  Classics,  and we 

This was the first page of the editiorial 
section of "Stamps. " April 8. 1962 

The "US. 1851-60 Unit" is today's 
US. Philatelic Classics Society. 

Hugh J Baker. Jr. 

J David Baker 

In later years. Mr. Baker was presi
dent of Hugh J Baker & Co. 
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hope you w i l l  give them a warm welcome.  We can assure you that  reading their 
column w i l l  increase your knowledge i m measurably  in  this in terest ing fie ld  of 
phi lately .  

[April 7, 1 962) 

Two Decembers - A Swan Song 

This was the last  column of "Bakers ' With this  column six years and eigh t months of Baker ' s  U . S .  Classics comes to 
US Classics. " i ts conclusion.  Our s tart was the feeble effort to fi l l  the void left w i th the pass ing 

of George B .  S loane. 

Item in "Stamps " magazine. 

Item in "The A merican Philatelist. " 
July, 1979 

Searching for someone to con tinue wri t ing a column on the U .  S. C lass ics 
Issues no one was found who wou ld  accept  the chal l enge - each throwing back 
the cha l l enge - "You do i t" - so we did - frequently helped by those who 
didn ' t  wish the responsibi l i ty a lone.  

Some that ass i s ted were and s ti l l  are un known to us - some are the phi l a te l ic  
giants of our t imes - to a l l  I say " thanks" for both of us .  

Last  December the material heart of my  col lecting was wrenched away w i th 
the loss of my col lection . This Decem ber the spiri tual  heart of my col lecting was 
torn away with the sudden passing of my l i felong phi latel ic compani on and 
brother, H ugh . 

My love of phi lately con tinues ,  but  my t ime has d i sappeared and the des i re to 
con t inue wanes and fl ickers out .  

We throw out the cha l lenge to someone else - who wi l l  i t  be? 

[January 1 8, 1 969) 

Hugh J. Baker 

Wi th deepes t regret we have to report the sudden dea th on 26, December 1 968 
of Hugh J .  Baker , co-au thor with his brother, J .  David Baker, of the weekly  
column in  Stamps, ca l led "Bakers ' U .  S .  Classics . "  

Mr. Baker was 5 8  years old ,  and was a partner in  the law firm o f  Baker & 
Orbi son . He had practiced Jaw in Indianapol i s  since 1 932 ,  except during World 
War I I ,  when he served with the Office of War In formation . 

He was a member of the Thi rd Church of Chri s t ,  Scien t is t ,  a pas t master of the 
Oriental Masonic Lodge No.  500, and a past national president of the Phi  
Gamma Delta fratern i ty ,  as wel l as a past  presiden t of the Hoosier Salon Pa trons 
Associat ion.  Other organizations of wh ich he was a member are the 
Indianapol i s  Rotary Club ;  Scotti sh R i te ,  Murat Shrine; Indianapol i s  Bar As
sociat ion ;  Col lectors Club ,  New York ;  Indiana Hi s torical Society of S tamp 
Col lectors; Columbia Club; and Meridian Hi l l s  Country Club.  

He is  survived by his  wi fe,  Dorothy G. Baker; a daughter, Mrs .  John Spooner; 
a son , H ugh J.  Baker I I I ,  who is  serv ing with the Navy in  Vietnam ; his  mother, 
Mrs. Hugh J. BakC'r, Sr.; h i s brother J. Da\·id; and one grandchi ld .  

[January 1 8, 1969] 

J. David Baker 

]. David Baker, 62, of Indianapol i s , I ndiana,  died Apri l  26. A wel l known col 
lector and  au thor on  the subj ect of lJ. S. classic stamps, he  was prom inent i n  the 
affairs of the U . S .  Phi latel ic Classics Society (APS U n i t  No. 1 1 )  for thirty years, 
serving as vice presiden t ,  presiden t ,  and member of  the board of directors . He 
also was responsible for the production of the society ' s  s l ide shows and for the 
presentation of awards , and acted as ass i s tant  secretary-treasurer and archiv i s t .  

An a lumnus  of Principia Col lege and Massach usetts Ins t i tute of Technology, 
Baker was in  the s teel fabrication busi ness .  A stamp col l ector si nce ch i ldhood, he 
formed a lJ. S. posta l his tory col l ection that was stolen severa l years ago , even 
tually recovered (except for the 90-cent 1 869 "Icehouse" cover ) ,  and sold a t  record 
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prices at a Siegel sale about a year ago. 
A prol i f ic  author on U. S .  s tamps and postal h i s tory , he wrote a week ly  

column for Stamps w i t h  his  late brother H ugh . He a l so served a s  1 847 edi tor o f  
the C hron icle and edi ted i ts "Cover Corner" for s ix  years . He received the 
Classics Society ' s  Ashbrook Cup in 1 963 for s tudies of  stamps and postal his tory; 
the Perry Cup in  1 966 for edi torsh ip  of "Cover Corner" ; and the Chase Cup in 
1 968 for s l ide shows and service to the society . 

He was awarded the Perry Cup a second t ime in  1 976 for h i s  two-volume 
Posta l H istory of India n a .  

[The American Philatelist ,  July, 1 979] 

Our First Anniversary 

Much to our surpri se and del ight ,  the Baker brothers al most made i t  - this  i s  
our  52nd column.  Gremlins  and  d i ffi cul ties beyond our  control led to  our 
column ' s  absence last week. 

Before we went  in to pr int, we must have thought of  ten or twelw poten tial  
edi tors of a column of  this  nature. N one of these people were w i l l ing to under
take the task-so-"i f  you want to get it done do i t  yoursel f" . This probably 
accounts for every now and then a confessional col umn where we ca l l  your at
tention to our errors : un in ten tiona l ,  s tenographic ,  typographic,  and even 
stupid. However , we were repaid by let ters from our readers who were very 
generous  in that they ca l led the errors to our at ten tion , but  also encouraged us to 
cont inue the column.  

We appreciate the ass i s tance of George Harges t and his  col umns on the trans
at lantic mai l s ;  and Tracy S impson and his  column on the Scot t ' s  number 26a. 
Others of our readers are sometimes quoted wi thin the col umn,  or prefer to 
remam anonymous. 

Wri t ing a column of  this nature is good for the ego because we begi n to get 
in troduced at stamp dub banquets; and to be asked i n format ion concerning a lot 
of i ssues, both l1ni ted Sta tes and foreign , abou t which we have l i tt le or no 
knowledge. In addit ion , we immediate ly become owners of  a crystal bal l  which 
tel l s  us how one can turn a pretty penny  by inves t ing in  the right s tamps.  Your 
edi tors rea l ly  decided to at tempt the col umn because they had received the 
benefi t of those who had written before them, and learned to real ly  appreciate 
and enj oy the i tems they have in thei r col lections .  We hope that in our philatel ic 
meanderi ngs we wil l  s tr ike a respons ive spark in some youngster or olds ter that 
w i l l  start him on the road to findi ng  phi latel ic i n teres t in  the l1n i ted States 
Classics .  

The Hammarskjold invert incident caused us to dive into our fam i ly  museum 
and the post office regis ters to locate the  facts about our great-grandfather, Peter 
Baker, and his son, Jacob Baker , who were both pos tmasters at Alexandersv i l le ,  
Ohio in the late 1 860 ' s  and again in  the 1 870 ' s .  

Our hats arc off  to the la te George B .  Sloane, who wrote 1 350 columns for 
Stamps; and to Phi l ip  Ward, Jr . ,  who is s t i l l  at i t  for Mekeels. We w i l l  be happy 
to greet each individual ann iversary a s  it rol l s  around.  

[April 6, 1 963] 

A "Thank You" at Christmas 

Christmas i s  an appropriate time to express our " thanks"  to our readers who 
have delved in to the ir  col l ections and forwarded informat ion to us .  

A number of individuals  who have vast  knowledge in  th is  field of phi la tely arc 
kind enough to pass a long in teres t ing fans and bits  of in formation which we 
use. Too , they occasiona l l y  correct us if we s tray from the tru th .  We appreciate 
this in terest and wan t to be good reporters. 

[December 2 1 ,  1 963] 
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March 16 1968. remarking that Henry 
A. Meyer's meticulous attention to 
facts made corrections in the same 
column quite appropriate 
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Merry Christmas 

The edi tors of this column extend their bes t wishes for a Very Merry Chris tmas 
and a Happy New Year to every one of our readers .  

[December 25,  1965] 

Six Years Old 

With th is  column we mark the beginn ing of our seven th year . The past  s ix 
years in retrospect have been pleasan t ones for us .  The many encouraging let ters 
we ha\'e received have made the weekly deadl ine seem worthw h i le. We are in
debted to those people, who by sending us gues t columns,  have made a breathing 
space for u s  now and again .  We are indebted to Mrs. Charlotte Downs and to 
Harry Lindquis t , who have never complai ned or chided us w hen wel l they 
m ight have. To you a l l  we say " thank you . "  

[Apri l 6 ,  1 968] 

Turning Points 

Even s tamp columnis ts have turning poin ts in their phi latel ic  careers. Mine 
came after I had made a decis ion to reduce the size of my col l ect ion to a l imi ted 
number of choice i tems .  

Not  long after I had acted on this  decis ion my home was  entered and the 
l imi ted number of choice i tems were removed by persons and to dest inat ions 
unknown .  I trust they have not been and w i l l  not be des troyed . Too many i tems 
already are embalmed and not available to the col lector. 

I f  those who col lect s tamps by th i s  di shones t method are readers of our 
column , here is a b i t  of in formation.  Complete sets of colored s l ides of a l l  but  a 
handful of the i tems stolen are in  the possession of the insurance company and 
The Phi la tel ic Foundation . 

This turn ing poin t  has removed me from the category of col lector and re
c lass i fied my status as " consu l tan t" ,  or "columnis t" .  I have no less in teres t in the 
l1n i ted States stamps , covers , and pos ta l h i s tory of the classical  period. 

As a columnist , my fu ture has been enhanced. I now have several years of 
co lumn ma terial in j us t  tel l ing  abou t  i tems in my col lection . 

At least three and possibly four very in teres t ing S l ide Shows cou ld  be made 
from the sets of sl ides in  safekeepi ng. Only the fu ture wi l l  t e l l  whether these 
shows w i l l  come into being.  

[March 9,  1 968] 

Henry A. Meyer 

As this column was bei ng wr i t ten, word was received of the dea th of Henry A .  
Meyer , of Evansvi l le , Indiana.  This  dis t i nguished phi latel i s t , col lector , s tudent , 
and a u t hor was not on ly  a beloved fr iend , but was also a most he lpful  and con
s t ruct ive cri t i c  on occasion .  

His  col lect ing of s tamps and of important  data regarding their  use spanned 
more than hal f a cen tury .  H e  was a lways wi l l ing to share the knowledge which 
hl' had so painstaking ly accumulatl'd if asked to do so. His educational back
ground and part icularlv his  connection with the disc ipl ine of ma t hematics was 
revea led in  his ins i s tence upon facts to s11pport conclusions .  He was most meti 
culous in h i s  research.  The many ar t icll's i n  the ph i l a te l i c  f ie ld and i n  the o ther 

fields of in t erest to him a l l  bear o u t  h i s  devo t ion to accu racy and clari ty  of ex
pression. 

I-fr was or1t· of the incorporators of thl' U.S. Philatelic Classics Socie ty ;  the 
author or co-author of numerous art ic l l's ; and the standard work on I lawaiian 

stamps and thl' postal history of the islands. 
\\'e sha l l  miss this gentlt' and kindly friend and his advice and counsel. 

[May 4, 1 968] 
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Norton D. York 

No single wri ter has publ ished a greater number of articles about Uni ted 
S ta tes s tamps and postal his tory in the las t  few years than Norton D .  York ,  who 
died on 9,  Jan . 1 968. 

He was carefu l in  his  research ,  and al ways created an easi ly read and i n forma
tive art ic le .  We w i l l  mi ss his work. 

[March 9,  1 968] 

Maps Available 

A set of nine maps reproducing many of the s tates of the Union at  the t ime of 
the Civi l War is  avai lable from . • • • . . . • . . • • • . . . . . . . . . . . .  C i ncinnat i ,  
Ohio  · • • • · The price $6.00 per set .  

Your edi tors have found these helpful i n  postal  h i s tory mat ters as they include 
the coun try boundaries which most maps do not show,  and most of the sma l l  
towns are shown in  addi tion to  county scats .  

[December 24, 1 966] 

Vermont in  the Revolution 

George S lawson of  Craftsbury Common, Vermont ,  passed along th i s  version 
of h i s tory : "Vermont played both sides in the Revo lu tion .  The ba t t le  of Ben
n ington was actual l y  fought in N ew York S ta te ( Bennington,  Vermont ,  was 
merely the nearest well known town) ,  and did not  i nvolve Vermont troops.  
E than Allen,  a convivial  drunk (and great tribulat ion to his  brother, I ra Al len ,  
who was head of Vermont )  a long wi th  his  crowd of hoodlums v i s i ted their 
friends a t  Fort Ticonderoga, and were admi t ted freely  for their usual revels .  This 
t ime it seemed a good idea after the bowl  had passed a number of t imes to seize 
the Fort ,  which they did to the dis tress of their equal ly  hard drinking fr iends in 
the garrison . Of  course, as soon as E than A l len and his coterie sobered up they 
returned the Fort ,  w i th apologies, but the i nciden t made it considerably di f
ficu l t  for Ira Allen to explain sat isfactori ly  to the Br i t i sh .  His tory books have a 
tendency to warp these actual  facts . "  

[September 25, 1 965] 

Some Historical Reminiscences 

The in formation for this column comes from a lecture of Professor Charles 
Hosmer to a class on Social His tory of the Un i ted States at Principia College, 
Elsah,  I l l inois .  

Unti l  Pres iden t Chester Arthur s igned the Pendleton Act in 1 88 1  creat ing the 
Civi l  Service Commiss ion ,  a l l  Federal government employees were appoin ted by 
the President of the U n i ted States .  H i s  anteroom was always fu l l  of those seeking 
an appoin tment .  

These appointees provided the  dol lars to pay  for campaign expenses as they 
were expected to con tr ibu te 1 0  percen t of their annual  salary to the party and 
work during their vacations for the party . 

Presiden t Garfie ld was shot Ju ly  2, 1 88 1 ,  by Charles Gui teau, a man who 
wanted to bring Ches ter Arthur, a s trong proponen t of the "spoi l s  system , "  in to 
office to preven t the passage of the Pendleton Act. 

President Garfield l ingered unt i l  September 1 9th after being shot.  His phy
sicians could not find the assass in ' s  bullet .  They called on Alexander Graham 
Bell  who designed a devi ce to find the bullet , but missed by a fu l l  five inches. 

The Civil Service b i l l  progressed in Congress during this period, f inally 
coming to Pres ident Arthur who succeeded to the Presidency after President 
Garfield ' s  death.  President Arthur s igned the b i l l  and it became law.  

How well did the Civ i l  Servi ce Act  work? Let ' s  look a t  the appoin tments of  
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Fourth Class Postmasters .  The fol lowing are new appointments to this  posi -
ti  on :  

President Year % New Party 
James A .  Garfield 1 88 1  68% Rep. 
Chester Arthur 1 885 72% Rep. 
Grover Cleveland 1 889 76% Dem. 
Benj amin Harrison 1 893 87% Rep. 
Grover Cleveland 1 897 75% Dem. 
W i l l iam McKinley 1 90 1  72% Rep. 

You notice that the Civil Serv ice Act had no effect on the appoin tment of 
Fourth Class Postmasters prior lo 1 90 1 .  

A t  the s tart of Pres iden t Cleveland ' s  f irst  term there were 1 26,000 Federal em
ployees; 1 1 0,000 appointed by the Pres ident  and 1 6, 000 under Civil Serv ice. 
During the next four adminis trations the number under Civi l Service increased 
s teadi ly  only because each new Pres iden t was from a di fferen t Party so the in 
cumbent ,  prior to  leaving office, froze loyal party workers in to Civi l  Service so 
that by 1 909 two- thirds of  a l l  Federal employees were under Civ i l  Service. 

Uanuary 4 ,  1 969] 

The U.P.U.  Congress - A Situation For Cold War 

The Universal  Postal U nion , a long-establ ished organization to i m prove in 
ternational postal efficiency ,  completed i ts in ternational Congress i n  Vienna 
early in  July 1 964 . This organizat ion,  now a sub-agency of the Un i ted N ations ,  
meets every five years . 

For the f irst  t ime the Congress , dur i n g i ts five-week durat ion , becam e a pol i
t ical meeting ful l  of in trigue and in t imidation.  Delegates from South Africa 
were expel led, Portugal was humi l ia ted, France ' s  a t t i tude toward former terri 
tories cri t icized. 

The Afro-Asia bloc succumbed to Communis t  pressure. Of the 1 25 members 
of U . P . U . ,  only 57 are nei ther Communis t  nor newly independent .  

A t  a meeting of a l l  Bri t i sh Commonwea l th delegates, he ld  prior to the 
Congress in  London, a protest  agai ns t  South African participation was raised by 
several delegations .  They were advi sed that this  was a technical meeti ng for 
technicians and not a ttended by poli t icians .  This s ta tement proved to be er
roneous when the Congress actua l ly  convened. 

The opening day meeting had to be adjourned because of the uproar caused by 
Russians ,  Afro-Asians ,  and Yugoslavs stamping feet and clapping hands after 
the Chairman,  Dr. Benno Schagin ger, the head of the Austrian Post Office, 
overruled a protest agains t  the presence of the South African delegat ion .  

On the second day ,  the Chairman sugges ted South Africa ' s  delegat ion should 
wi thdraw; they refused. A resolu tion was presen ted requiring the i r  w i thdrawal , 
though th i s  was unconst i tutional .  W hen South Africa demanded a secret ballot ,  
th i s  was rej ected , and a show of hands adopted the resolut ion.  

After th i s  action ,  France immediate ly  cal led a Cabinet Member lo head their 
delegation , and others sen t for in s tructions.  

During this  turmoi l ,  France and Portugal took posi tive action while Bri tain 
and the Uni ted States hardly turned a hand. Constan t  trouble arose because West 
Germany i s  a member, East Germany i s  not ;  a l so trouble deve loped abou t Sou th 
Korea, North Korea, Sou th Viel  Nam,  and North Vie t  Nam. 

When the New Protocol and Charter for the U n ion was ready for signature 
four weeks later, the Soviets, through sate l l i te delegations, at tempted to have 
South A frica expel led from membership .  This action s truck a t  a vi ta l  nerve of 
African communications since Saharan Africa, Northern Rhodesia and 
Nyasaland depend considerably on Sou th African mai l  service. 
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Final ly ,  Bri tain demanded a secret bal lot .  The U .  S .  and the Dominican 
Republ ic  supported and the reso lu tion was defeated by on ly  a two-vote margin 
- a few African delegates provided the di fference. The Communists  fai l ed. 

The world lost  becau se of the extreme dis tractions from the real purpose to 
consider the technica l  problems of providing more efficien t  in ternational mai l  
service. The cold war has found a new fron t .  

[September 1 9, 1 964] 

Augustine Heard and David Baker 

Some years ago the we l l  known col lector of rai l road covers and 1 85 I stamps, 
W.  W.  Hicks, forwarded to your edi tor w i th his compl iments a fo lded let ter 
beari ng a 311: orange- brown stamp from plate 0,  addressed to Augus t ine  Heard, 
Esquire, Boston, Massachusetts .  This i s  the le t ter :  

Dear Sir ,  

New Bedford 
J u l y  8, 1 852 

I cannot express the degraded condi tion in  which I f ind myself  - the resu l t of 
my exertions to sustain respectable fami ly  re lat ions .  At t imes it seems as i f  I 
should run mad. 

I in tended when I was last  in Ipswich, to have cal led on you as I passed 
through Boston on my return , but could not get ready to l eave in the morn ing 
tra in ,  so was short of t ime ;  besides , I was s ick in body and soul .  

I have recent ly  l earned t h a t  there have been several appl icants duri ng the past 
season to know i f  I would  sel l that house, etc. , and I have been advised to make 
th i s  proposi tion to you - that you should take charge of the property so far as to 
receive a l l  the advantages of rent ,  and the produce of the land; which has been 
represented to me to be considerable ,  especia l l y  from the garden (but  which I 
know nothing about )  and ask the priv i lege of making the best of the property in 
the coming season , that i s ,  by sale of a part, or the whole so as to rea l ize enough to 
pay you your demand. 

Augustine Heard, Esq. 

Yours in dirt and ashes, 
David Baker 
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The Augustine Heard mentioned in 
this column was the operator of a 
Boston tea import firm to whose offices 
in the Orient many high rate U. S. 
covers were addressed. 

This may ha ve been David Baker's 
favorite Augustine Heard cover, since 
it was used as a "problem " co ver in 
"Chronicle " No. 51 (page 41). Although 
marked to go via Marseilles. for which 
postage on the double weight cover 
would have been $1. 06, it was prepaid 
but 90�. the correct rate via South
ampton Co vers sent via the Balti
more & Liverpool U. S. line are very 
rare. From the dates. it a ppears 
certain the co ver went by another 
exchange office than Baltimore. A 
later column (see page 309) states 
the co ver was backstamped at Lon
don A ugust 1 and at Shanghai Sept. 
26. 1866. These indicate it was sent to 
New York to be sent on the North 
German L loyd liner "America " to 
Southampton. arriving there July 31 .  
The credit corrections on the co ver 
face are not fully understood. 
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At the t ime I received this  gift ,  the s igni ficance of August ine Heard, Esquire, 
madt' no imprt'ssion on ml'. My i ntcn·st in  the U . S .  cmrrs to fort' i g n  la nds h;1d not 

yet developed. Actual ly  Augus tine Heard & Company were importers and 
important factors in the Chinese tea trade . 

Having ju s t  reread the fam i ly his tory, I find that  my grea t grandfather, Peter 
Baker, married a young French noble-woman from Alsace-Lorraine,  and 
because of pol i t i cal  reasons ,  quickly departed for the Un i ted S tates,  arriving 
early in 1 852 .  At  this t ime, there were no chi ldren in the fami l y  a l though la ter 
some eight arrived. Therefore, the David Baker who wrote this  let ter was no 
relation in my direct fami l y  tree. 

It seems qu i te a coincidence that an earl ier David Baker shou ld have personal 
busi ness w i th the principal of a great import ing firm , whose correspondence a 
la t ter-day David Baker avid ly  seeks. 

[February 8, 1 964] 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
James W.  Mi lgram has been wri t ing an ex tremely in terest ing series of articles 

on  various h i s torical phases of the Uni ted States mai l s  which have appeared in 
the S.P.A . journal .  His la tes t ,  in  the October 1 965 i ssue of that publ ication, 
incl udes the reporting in fu l l  of a m i ner ' s  le t ter wri t ten by a certain A. W. 
Genung. The let ter was begun on December 9,  1 849, and was apparen tly 
f ini shed on Chris tmas day of that  year. 

Mr.  Mi lgram makes the i n terest ing and as tute comment that A.  W .  Genung 
"was obviously wel l educated. "  I t  so happens that the wri ter of  th i s  co lumn is  
married to  a mem ber of a col l a teral l i ne of the Genung fam i l y  and has access to 
genealogy of that fami l y  publ i shed some s ixty years ago. 

By reference of this work, I found this  account  of Amzie Wesley Genung. He 
was born November 3 ,  1 820, at Dyberry , Pennsylvania.  He graduated wi th  an 
A . B . degree from Wesleyan University in 1 846 where he was a member of the Beta 
Theta Pi Fraterni ty .  He was principal of the Meridian (Conn. ) Academy in 1 847-
48.  Then he engaged in  min ing in  Cal i forn ia  from 1 849 to 1 863 .  Thereafter he 
was Deputy Surveyor of Customs in  San Franci sco, from 1 864 to 1 870; in  the 
In ternal Revenue Office in  the same ci ty ,  from 1 870 to 1 873;  and for the las t  e ight  
yl'ars of h i s  l i fe he was  a bookkeeper. He dit'd o n  M a rch 1 8 , 1 88 1 ,  age s ix ty (60) 
years . He was never married and left no d irect descendants .  

He was of the sixth generat ion from the Jean Geunon ,  a French H uguenot 
who migrated to New York from France by way of Hol land in  1 657 .  H i s  paren ts 
l i ved in Honesdale ,  Pennsylvan ia .  He was apparent ly  named for an uncle who 
was the fi rs t  to bear the name of Amzie Wesley.  

[November 20, 1965] 

The 1 966 International Exhibi tion 

Last December 4th we at tended a meeting of the Assoc ia t ion for Stamp Ex
h i bi t ions ,  Inc .  D i scussion cen tered arou nd the kind of international  ex h i b i t i on 
\\·hicl 1 shoul d  l lt '  s lagt'd in 1 %ti .  

John R. Boker, Jr .  presen ted a plan whereby a much smal ler exh ib i t ion would 
be staged , us ing a hotel ba l lroom as the si te .  Exhib i ts wou l d  be by invi tation 
only ;  awards would be for part icipation , not compet i t ion ; partic ipat ing dealers 
would l i kew ise be by invi tation and these wou ld be asked to take lounges rather 
than tables or booths ;  and fina l ly  at tendance would be l i m i ted to invi ted ex
h i bi tors,  dea lers and financia l  supporters of the exh i b i t ion.  The general publ ic 
would be i nv i ted to view the exh i bi t ions  on certa i n  days throughout  the period 
of  the exhibi tion . 



1 966 INTERNA T/ONA L EXHIBITION; NA PEX, 1 96-1 

Obvious ly ,  at f irs t  b lush thest' proposals  wou ld seem much too re\'o l u t ionarY 
to be acceptable .  

To those who bel ieve that  exhib i tors cannot be a t tracted to show i n  a non
competi t i \'e exh i bi t ion ,  we would poi n t  out  that  the U n i ted States 1 85 1 - ' 60 u n i t  
h a s  s taged three such exh i b i t ions .  T h e  f i r s t  i n  j u l y  1 95 I ;  t lw second i n  1 9�> 7 :  a n d  
t h e  th i rd i n  1 96 1 .  The f irst  two of these were held a t  the Nat iona l  P h i l a t e l i c  
Museum in  Ph i ladelph ia ,  and t he l a s t  one  was  a j o in t  ven t ure w i th  the  Con
federa te Stamp A l l i ance and t he l1n i ted S ta tes Rt>ven ue Associa t ion in R i ch 
mond,  V i rgi n ia .  The  f irs t  two  resu l ted i n  the  fi l l i ng of some 500  fra mes of  1 6-
page s i ze and a t tracted someth in g over 1 00 exh i b i tors .  The th i rd one ,  beca use i t  
was a j o i n t  venture, was smal ler  o f  necess i ty s ince on ly  some 5 0  frames were 
a l loued to the un i t .  

There were those who were S UIT tha t  i t  would no t  work  bu t  we can  assure you 
that it d id ,  and the group meet ings he ld  in connect ion w i t h  a l l  t hree of  t hese 
exh i bi t ions  were well a t tended and pro\' ided exce l len t  oppor t u n i t i es for t he 
exchange of i n format ion on the part  o f  t he  i n teres ted col lectors of the U n i t ed 
S ta tes 1 85 1 - ' 60 issues .  

No dou bt an  exh ib i t  of the type sugges ted by M r. Boker could a l so ha\'c gro u p  
meet ings for t h e  exchange o f  i n format ion . \\'e wou ld there fore l i ke t o  c a s t  our 
vote for the tria l  of such an exh ib i t ion . I f  there are t hose of our readers ,,. ho agree 
w i t h  us , p lease let us hear from you and we w i l l  forward the  res u l t s  to M r. Boker. 

[March 7, 1 964] 

NAPEX 1 964 

The recen t  Nat iona l  Ph i la te l ic  Exh i bi t ion held in Wash ington ,  D . C.  bro u gh t  
together a t  o n e  t ime more nat ional  ph i l a te l ic  organ i za t ions than  we c a n  remem
ber meet ing  i n  one place a t  the same t i me .  We were hard put to work i n  al l  of  t he 
meet ings we wished to a t tend.  I n  fact we cou ldn ' t  because of t he i nevi table  con
f l ic t  in t imes set for some of the mee t ings .  Even so we managed to work i n  at 
tendance a t  a number of them . 

Pr i nci pa l l y ,  of course, we a t tended the workshops of the U. S. Ph ila tdic 
Class ie lssue.1 Society ,  which devotes i t se l f  to those issues w i th wh ich we are most  
concerned.  These were most i n teres t ing ,  part icu lar ly  because of  the recen t ex
tens ion of  the period covered by the society  to inc l ude the 1 84 7 issue as we !  I as t he 
1 86 1 - 1 869 i ssues . 

We a l so managed to a t tend the l u ncheon meet ing of the  A mencan P h ilatelic 

Congress and meet ings of the Pos tal  H is t o ry Society of the A merica.1 and the 
Ph ila telic L itera ture A ssoc za t io n .  We were impressed w i th  the en thus iasm di s 
p layed a t  a l l  of the  meet ings we a t tended.  

The exh i bi t ion i tsel f was wel l worth wh i l e  and we came away ,  as  a lways , w i th 
new bi ts of i n formation gleaned from them.  

The ceremony a t tendan t upon the of f ic ia l  open i ng of the  new Hal l  of  
Ph i late ly and Pos ta l  H i s tory i n  the M useu m  of H i s tory and Technology was  of  
i n teres t .  

T h e  H o n .  Ralph N icholson ,  Ass i s ta n t  Postmas ter Genera l .  B ureau of 
F inance , expla ined some of the s teps the Post O ff ice Department  was tak i n g  to 
improve i ts service and the use of tech nological  i mprovemen ts to accomp l i sh 
thi s .  

James A Con l i n ,  Chief ,  O ff ice of Currency a n d  Stamp Manufacturi ng, B ureau 
of Engraving  and Prin t i ng,  rev iewed the addi t ions  and i mprovements  be ing  
made i n  the presses and equ i pmen t u sed i n  the  manu facture of postage s tamps .  
He poin ted out  that ,  part icu lar ly  i n  the f ield of  m u l t i -colored s tamps ,  great 
s t r ides had been made for future i ssues w h ich reflect the capabi l i t ies of  the new 
presses . H e  a l so s tated that  before long a tour of  the B u reau of Engraving and 
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The name o f  the U S Phila telic 
Classics Society is contused here with 
the full title of the 'Chron1cle of the 
U S  Classic Postal Issues. · · Bo th 
names were then relatively new 

For a review of C. C. Hart's discussion 
of the 1847 stamps. see the columns 
of No v. 28 and Dec. 5 1964 (pages 
152-4) 

Mortimer L. Neinken 's remarks on 
the 1857 stamps are reviewed in the 
columns of Dec. 5. 1964 and Jan 16. 
1965 (pages 191-2) 
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This portion of this column is repeated 
with subsequent discussion in later 
columns. pages 85-8. 

A Michigan Central RR (reads "MIC. 
CENTRAL RR. / Mic. " with the date
slug inverted) cover to Detroit. The 
grid canceling the 1847 stamp and 
the postmark are in bluish green 

EXHIBITIONS; SOCIETY MEETINGS A ND WORKSHOPS 

Priming w i l l  i nclude an opportun i ty to observe how our s tamps are prin ted. 
This was indeed welcome news as here tofore tours have been confined to the 
section involved in  the priming of our currency,  to the excl us ion of  the manu
facture of s tamps .  

Every s tamp col lector should mark the exh ib i t s  con tained i n  the Hal l  of  Phi la 
te ly as  a must  proj ect on the occasion of a v i s i t  to Washi ngton . The exh ib i ts are 
i n terest ing,  we l l  conceived and tastefu l l y  done in  the bes t up- to-date manner 
found in  modern museums ,  whether they be m useums of  ar t ,  h i s tory or natura l  
h i s tory . The  s ta ff i s  cena i n h  to be com p l i m e n ted on what  has  been 
accompl ished .  A qui te complete descri pt ion of  the exhib i t s  i s  conta ined in  an 
art icle in  the September 1 964 S . P. A .  jou rnal ,  wri tten by Carl H .  Shee le ,  the As
sociate Cura tor in charge of  the Divis ion of  P h i la te ly  and Pos tal Hi s tory of the 
Smi thson ian Ins t i tu tion . 

[October 1 7, 1 964) 

Garfield-Perry 75th Anniversary March 1 9-2 1 ,  1965 

Nelson LaGanke, General Chairman of the Garfield Perry S tamp Club ' s  
March Party and the  members of h i s  com m i t tee are  certa in l y  to  be  congratula ted 
for a very f ine  75 th ann i \'ersan· exh ib i t ion and  conve n t i on .  For those of u s  
in terested i n  the classic i s sues o f  the  Un i ted S ta tes the  guest and  com peti t ive 
exh i bits con tai ned much of i n terest .  

Paul Skove showed a beau t i fu l  co l lection of  C leveland posta l h i s tory ,  incl ud
ing ear l y  Cleveland pos tal  marki ngs in rectangle ,  w here Cleve land i s  spel led 
first "Cleaveland" and la ter as it is today ,  "Cleveland . " I asked why the d i f
ference i n  spel l ing  and he  explained that  apparent ly  the " A "  loosened in  the 
s tamper and fel l out ,  so the pos tal  clerk mere ly  moved the letters toge ther 
w i thout the " A "  and con t inued his work.  

Some in teres t ing 1 84 7  covers showed up,  two bear ing 5<t  1 847 ' s  with Phi la
del phia R . R . ,  one each \\' i t h  Ba l t i more R . R . . Mad R iver and Mich igan C:e 11 1 ra l  

R .  R .  There were a l so severa l  other uses o f  the I O<t o n  covers . 
A number of very in teres t ing displays of the 3 <t  1 85 1 - ' 5 7  led by Dr .  Gerald 

Smith ' s  specia l i zed exh ib i t  and Bi l l  Hicks '  Ra i l roads,  concerning the format ion 
of  the New York Cen tral Sys tem. 

For those of  you who l i ke Western i tems Ken neth Keis ter presen ted some very 
in teres t ing and rare i tems ,  i nc luding Pony Express ,  in his gues t  exh ib i t  of 
" Western " phi lately .  

l I -
/%�- fr-

' .. i 



GA RFIELD-PERR Y  MA RCH PA RTIES 

The Postal H i s tory exhib i t ions of D r. N icholas Johnson and Charles Orgel 
con tained some very in teres t ing i tems.  

Some s tuden ts have been wondering whether the Chicago Supplementary 

Mai l  ha nds ta m p  was u sed only  on m a i l to r hc E a s r .  The r w o  cm·crs appcar i n ?; 
i n  the Cleveland exhib i t ion bearing th i s  handstamp went  wes t :  One to S t .  Peter ,  
M innesota, and the o ther to Cainsv i l le ,  Iowa. 

Another i tem which was of  i n terest  to me was a l e t ter wri t ten from San Fran
ci sco, addressed to E. 0 .  Crosby ,  during Ju ly  1 860 whi l e  he was a t  Washington , 
D .  C. The Crosby correspondence has a lways been of  in teres t to me s ince i t  is the 
only correspondence that I have been able to locate bear ing U . S .  postage s tamps 
addressed to Gua temala in the l a te 1 850' s ,  and earl y  I 860 ' s .  Mr. Crosby served as 
Min i s ter beginn ing  May 1 2 , 1 86 1 ,  and was rel ieved by Presiden t Lincol n as 
Min is ter to Guatemala durin g  Apri l 1 864. 

Charles Bal l ,  who was in  charge of meet i ngs or workshop sess ions ,  was par
ticularly cooperat ive ,  especia l ly  in help ing to provide projection equipmen t to 
those com ing from out  of c i ty .  

[May 8,  1965] 

Visit to Garfield-Perry 

On the weekend of March 23rd your edi tor ven tured to Cleveland to share the 
hospi tal i ty of  the Garfield-Perry S tamp Club .  Just  a few seconds off the Cleve
land airport landing- s tr ip  the pi lot  rai sed the wheels  and air-gu nned the j et s .  We 
were circl ing for 25 minu tes and then were sen t  to Columbus ,  Ohio .  

A t  Columbus some twenty  of  us were herded i n to a Columbus C i ty Bus  and 
proceeded through a heavy snowstorm to the Cleveland airpor t ,  arr iv ing a t  I 0 :00 
P . M .  j us t  e ight hours af ter our first  v i s i t ,  though tha t  had been truly a com
pletely airborne one.  

This  caused me to miss  the Class ics Soci ety mee t ing  and the Awards Banquet .  
However, two of my friends,  D ick Graham and Sco t t  Ga l lagher took me out  to a 
la te dinner at midnight .  

A t  Breakfas t  an improm ptu meet ing of the U .  S .  Class ics  Society was ar 
ranged. The program was a showing in  miscel laneous  order of  the some 200 
colored s l ides of i tems borrowed from my house in December . Bob Toth and 
Larry Davidson were able s l ide changers and proj ect ion is t s .  

1 1  

See the columns of Sept. 1 and Sept. 
8. pages 303 and 304 

One of the i tems shown was a 5¢ 1 847  cover w i t h  an adver t i s ing corner card Also see pp 1 75. et. seq. 
printed in red. The cover had been posted i n  Syracuse, New York w i th two s ingle 
5¢ stamps addressed to Detro i t .  The cover advert i sed The Syracuse Salera tus 
Manufacturing Company .  Agents for the Oswego S tarch Company .  Taylor & 
Co. Proprietors .  5¢  1 847 covers w i th  prin ted corner cards are not  eas i ly  found .  
Who has one? 

C harles Orgel ,  the genia l  General Chairman of  the Garfield-Perry exhib i t ion 
was carrying i n  h i s  pocket  the only 1 0¢ 1 847  cover I have ever seen wi th  an 
embossed advertising corner card. The oval blue advertising reads "Addicks, Van 
Dusen & Smith - Shoes ,  Hats and S traw Goods, 1 59 Market S t reet ,  Ph i ladel 
phia . ' '  The  let ter was posted i n  Ph i ladelphia  M ay 9 th  1 85 1  and was addressed to 
David Roser at Bur l ington , Iowa.  

Can anyone report another or remember see ing another? 
My thanks to the members of  Garfield-Perry for their cordia l  hospi ta l i ty .  

[May 1 1 ,  1 968] 

A Great Opportunity At SIPEX 

Do you want to l earn more about  our U. S .  Class ics?  Then the sem inars or 
workshops planned for each Saturday and Sunday a t  S IPEX should be put  on 
your calendar. The U . S .  Ph i la te l ic  Classics Society has arranged the fol lowing 
seminars : 
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A combination of Hawaiian origin 
with an "OVERLAND" mail marking 
displaying two of the prime interests 
of J. Da vid Baker. 

The stamps were both applied in 
Hawaii, as proven by the Honolulu 
datestamp tying both. The 5¢ Hawai
ian stamp paid the Hawaiian internal 
rate and the 12¢ stamp paid the U. S. 
2¢ ship fee and the 10¢ rate for 
transmission over 3000 miles in the 
U. S. mails. 

SHO WS A ND EXHIBITIONS 

Saturday ,  May 2 1 st ,  a t  2 P . M .  - The noted 1 847  Issue s tudent and wri ter 
Creigh ton Hart of Kansas City w i l l  di scuss  "Al tered and Unal tered 1 847  Covers" 
and your edi tor wi l l  present  a sl ide show on the " Routes of Postal Communi 
ca tion Between the  At lant ic  and Pacific Coasts and Hawaii - 1 845 to  1 85 1 . "  

A t  Sunday breakfast ,  May 22nd, w i l l  be the Annual Meeting o f  the Society 
fol lowed at 2 P . M .  that afternoon by a seminar on "Trans-Atlan tic Mai l s"  by 
three dis t inguished New England students and wri ters, Prof. George H argest 
and Melvin Schuh of Worces ter , Mass .  and Les ter Downing of Concord, Mass .  

Saturday , May 28th, w i l l  bring two sem inars .  Mortimer Neinken wi l l  
moderate the  9 : 30 A .M .  meeting which  w i l l  discuss the  1 ,  5 ,  1 0  and 12  cen t  s tamps 
of the 1 85 1  and 1 857 issues.  Mr .  Nei nken has wri t ten a book about  each of the 1 0¢ 
and 1 2ct stamps.  His  exh ib i t  in the exhibi tion wi l l  be wel l  worth your t ime.  

For the 2 P . M .  afternoon session , W . W .  H icks has been working w i th Harry 
Yeager and Dr. Wilbur Amonette on a s l ide show presentation, "How to Plate a 
3ct  - 5 1 . "  Other interes t ing i tems abou t our first 3¢ postage s tamp wi l l  be 
discussed. 

Scott Gal lagher of Cincinnati , O hio wi l l  moderate the very fu l l  Sunday 
morn i ng,  May 29th , breakfast seminar .  Richard Graham hoped to be presen t but 
has had to send his  regrets .  Alvin Kantor of Glencoe, I l l inois w i l l  d i scuss his 
special  in teres t ,  "The U . S .  San i t ary Commission and the Mai l s . " Mrs. M arye tte 
B. Lane of St .  Petersburg, Florida has prepared a talk  on the "Technical Aspects 
of the B lack Jacks . "  

E l l io tt Perry o f  Westfie ld ,  New Jersey, t h e  dean o f  s tuden ts of the U . S .  Classic 
issues w i l l  bring his knowledge to a d i scuss ion of the "U. S .  Classic U l tra
marine S tamps" ( l et - 1 86 1 ;  3¢  and 6ct - 1 869; various U . S .  Revenues )  wi th 
s l ides .  

[May 14, 1 966] 
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S/PEX 1966 

Sipex I 

The SIPEX exhibi tion presen ted many beaut i fu l  exh ib i ts and a number of 
seminars to inform the col lector of the U. S .  Class ic issues.  

Creighton Hart of Kansas City exhibi ted a s tudy of the shades of the 5ct 1 847 ,  
s tamps pri n ted from the  new , dirty and renewed state of the  plate .  He a lso pre
sen ted his s tudy of the degree of rari ty of the 1 847  issue from thirty s tates ,  three 
terri tories and Panama that officia l l y  received a supply of s tamps. 

Later in an i l lustrated seminar s l ide show, he poi n ted out the characteris tics of 
paid stampless covers as covers paid by 1 84 7 s tamps and the nature of a t tempts to 
apply 1 847  s tamps to s tampless covers. He advised that when in doubt of i ts 
authentici ty , send your cover to the Phi latel ic Foundation for an expert opinion.  

The Chri s t ian Hirtzel col lection wil l  be discussed in la ter co lumns .  Katherine 
Matthies exhibi ted a 5CI:  and I OC/: pair or 25ct combination mu l tip le rate 1 847 cover 
from Batavia to Lockport ,  New York, and a pair  of 5C/: 1 847 ' s  on cover New York 
to Cul loma, Cal i forn ia forwarded back to San Francisco . Many beau tifu l  1 847  
covers were included . Paul  Rohloff exhibi ted h i s  b lock of four of  the  5C/: 1 847  on 
cover, among others . 

For the plater, Mortimer Neinken exhibi ted as comprehens ive s tudy of the 
plates and known varieties of the I ct 1 85 1  and 1 857  s tamp as ever w i l l  be seen . 

Earl Oakley presen ted his  original research on the 5CI: 1 856 whereby he es
tabl ished the number of rel iefs on the transfer ro l l ,  their iden ti fica tion, and 
sequence of use in en tering the plate .  

Mr .  Nei nken ' s  exhib i t  of P la te 2 of the J OC/: 1 859, Type V con tained the largest 
known blocks , origina l  plate reconstruction , and examples of  pos tal usage. 

The new specia l i zed exhibi t  of Hunter Thomas Jr . , con tained an a lmost 
complete s tudy of the N ew York 1 853 cance l la tions from Ju ly  1 1 th to Ju ly  26th. 
I t  contained the di fficu l t - to-find July 1 7  and Ju ly  24th Sunday uses. 

Not enough can be said of the beau t i fu l  covers bearing 5ct s tamps of the 1 856 
issue and later perforated stamps, i ncluding the earliest use and another cover 
bearing the hard- to- find 5CI: orange-brown shade in the Roh loff exhibit .  

Ken Keister made his  con tribution to the fabu lous exhibi t s  of  the 1 85 1 - 1 857 .  
The unusual  became the common here and you t ired of  uses  of superlatives. 

You shou ld have seen the material . Our only problem was too l i t t le  time to 
absorb the beau ty and phi la te l ic  information provided. 

[July 2, 1 966] 

Sipex II 

The exhibits  of the la ter issues at S ipex were less numerous than those men
tioned last week; their qual i ty was remarkable .  C .  W.  Chris t ian ' s  frames of the I ¢  
and a l ike number for the 3 ct  1 86 1  contained a wide variety o f  i tems from essays 
and plate proofs to shades, gri l l s ,  fancy cance l la tions and covers to fore ign lands.  
A block of the 3¢ imperforate horizon ta l l y  and "Z"  gri l l  on cover could be seen .  

Paul Rohloff ' s  comprehensive exh ibi t  of the 5¢ con tained many covers of the 
various shades of the 5¢  buff, a tru ly  beaut i fu l  s tamp. 

The shades of the 1 86 1  24¢ stamp has been a subject  of discussion in these 
columns .  Edward Lawrence ' s  exhib i t  of shades wou ld have helped our readers to 
understand the number one problem of th i s  denom ination.  

The 1 869 issue was displayed in  depth by Richard E l l i s ,  Fred Schueren, 
i\Li rga rt> t W u n sc h . Pa u l  Sch m i d .  and M i l Lm l  i\ L 1 c k .  Tht' u n u s u ; d  i n c l u d ed 

unused blocks of the 30ct and 90¢, examples of the 1 5¢ and 24¢ i nverts and covers 
showing mul tiple uses of 1 5ct and 24¢ and 30¢ s tamps. 

Mi l l ard Mack explained the complicated problem of mai l to France after the 
expira tion of our first treaty January I ,  1 870, unt i l  the second treaty in 1 874 .  

Of outstanding interes t and eye appeal was the W.  W.  H icks col lection of 
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This block is  illustrated on page 140. 

See Chronicle No. 62. May. 1969. 
pages 54-6. 
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A "History of  the Stars and Stripes " 
patriotic sent to Dr. Henry Angell in 

EXHIBITIONS A ND SEMINA RS 

Rai l road Postmarks from 1 83 7  to 1 86 1  wh ich told the s tory w i th covers and 
i l lus tra ting maps of the beginn ings, growth and development  of  every maj or 
Eas tern, Southern and New England rai l road. The number of  1 847  covers in this  
exhibi t  was outs tanding. 

Connecticu t Covers were completely presen ted by ]. Richard Fay ' s  colonial  
and  stamp less covers and cance l lat ions and Mrs .  Roh loff 's very extensive col lec
t ion of Waterbury cancel la t ions .  

We usual ly  associa te "ange l s"  w i th the theatrical business ,  but  there i s  one 
collector of patriotics, Kather ine Matthies whose "Ange l l  correspondence" has 
suppl ied her w i th "out of this world" (con tinent anyway ) uses of patriotics 
abroad. Most have mul t iples and combi nations of denominations which are in 
themselves very striking. We cannot overlook the un ique 301/: 1 860 on a Pony 
E xpress Patriotic cover used abroad. I t  i s  these i tems that i ncrease the blood 
pressure and making an I n terna tional show most exci t ing.  

U uly 9, 1 966] 

Europe. ; The24<t plus pair of31t 1861 stamps 
paid the 30<t double rate from Boston � 
to France. � 

� 

� i 
• 
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U. S. Philatelic Society Seminars 

Do you l ive  near to Chicago, Cleveland,  New York ,  New Orleans or San 
Francisco? Semi nars on the stamps and postal h i story of the period from 1 847  to 
1 869 wi l l  be conducted in these cen ters as fo l lows: 

On March 1 8th at  1 :00 P . M .  a t  the Manger Hotel in Cleveland at  the Garfield 
Perry Stamp Club's Annual  Exhi bi t ion,  by Sco tt  Gal lagher on "The Re
Opening of the Federal Postal System in the Sou th . "  

At INTERPEX in New York City ,  three seminars w i l l  be presen ted a s  fol lows :  
Fr iday ,  March 1 7 th at 8 :00 P . M .  the wel l  known s tudent of the 1 84 7 i ssue of  U . S .  
S tamps, Creighton Hart wi l l  moderate a discussion on "The 1 847 I ssues Used 
Abroad, " showing i tems from the Edward Ring col lect ion .  Saturday, March 
1 8th at 1 0 :00 A . M .  Seymour Kaplan and Andrew Levi t t  w i l l  moderate a seminar 
on " U . S .  Covers and Pos tage Rates Used Abroad in the 1 85 1 - 1 869 Period . " At 
2 : 00 P .M .  on Saturday , David L. Jarrett w i l l  moderate a seminar on " U . S .  Ter
ri torial Covers . ' '  

For you sou therners , a t  the APS meet ing March 3 1  and Apr i l  I s t  a t  New 
Orleans ,  Scot t  Gallagher w i l l  conduct a seminar probably on the same subject as 
in Cleveland,  mentioned ear l i er .  In add i tion , the Postal Hi s tory Society wi l l  
presen t programs on "N<:>w Orleans U . S .  Ci ty Pos t  1 85 1 - 1 86 1 " and " U . S .  Mai l ,  
Ci ty  Dd ivery New York 1 856- 1 863 . "  

At WESTPEX, at the Jack Tarr Hotel i n  San Francisco during May,  four 
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seminar sessions wi l l  discuss Express Usages during the four  periods 1 84 7 ,  1 85 1 ,  
1 86 1  and 1 869. Tracy S impson and Dr. Gerald Smith w i l l  moderate . 

At the Chicago Phi la te l ic  Society meeting in November, three seminars wi l l  
be  conducted but subj ects are  not  known a t  th i s  early date .  

Credi t  for these arrangements goes to Robert  Pal iaf i to,  Exhibi tion Chairman 
of the U .  S .  Phi late l ic  Class ics Society .  

[March I I ,  I 967] 

Thar's Gold in Them Thar Auction Catalogs 
Guest Editor - Tracy W. Simpson 

Auction buying provides oppor tun i ties to improve your col lection at mini 
mum cost ,  i f  you study your specia l ty so you can take advan tage of the hidden 
values that are not disclosed by description of the lots - but  are apparent  to you 
because of your specia l  knowledge. 

Then, too, auction buying a ffords an opportun i ty to take advan tage of certain 
prej udices that affect col l ec tors genera l l y, but that w i l l  surely die away in time. 
For example, an extra-rare postal marking sometimes can be had for a relatively 
low price i f  the marking is on a Nesbi t t  entire ins tead of  on cover wi th adhesive 
stamp. S trangely ,  some markings command a h igher price on a s tampless cover 
than on a Nesbi t t .  A N esbi t t  represents  fu l ly as legi t imate postal use as does a 
cover with adhesive - and perhaps more so, because the Nesbi t t  represents a 
completely U .  S. postal emission; not  on ly the s tamp, bu t  the body of the 
envelope. And these Nesbi t ts are exceptional ly  i n teres ting in  themselves as those 
who study the Thorp catalog well know. 

Many prospective buyers bid too low for a cover s imply because the s tamp is 
not tied. Often this  bid i s  j ust i fied because such a cover suggests a s tampless 
cover wi th stamp added - or a cover which origina l ly bore a poor s tamp later 
replaced by a better one. As for stampless covers w i th s tamps added, we know 
that s tampless covers used before January 1 ,  1 856, had to bear a rating mark to 
show col lect pos tage or that postage was prepaid  (5, 1 0, PAID 3 ,  e tc. ) .  If your 
cover with un tied adhesive does not show any such rating mark, you can be sure 
i t  was never a s tampless cover.  Always hold a cover to s trong l igh t to see i f  rating 
mark is  under the stamp. A bsence of a rat ing mark i s  proof that  the cover did bear 
a stamp. The next  question to be answered is, " Was a poor s tamp removed and a 
better one added?" I f  the s tamp on the cover a l ready is subs tandard, then i t  
a lmost surely was o n  the cover original ly .  W h o  would replace a good stamp wi th 
a poor stamp to upgrade the cover? Also i f  the stamp is obl i tera ted by a k i l ler that 
exactly matches the townmark i n  color and shade it  i s  practica l l y  certain that the 
s tamp was on the cover when mai led. 

The untied pen-wri t ten k i l ler (usual ly  an X )  i s  another ins tance requiring 
analysis .  First check the cover to see i f  i t  i s  a s tampless wi th s tamp added. Then 
check ink in  black l ight  to see i f  i t  is an ink used a t  period of issue.  One ready test 
i s  to compare the ink wi th  that of genu ine pen-wri t ten addresses on an assort
ment of covers used during the period. Next check appearance with s imi lar 
covers from the same town .  Thus, the rare Hagaman ' s  Mi l l s ,  N . Y .  s traigh t - l ine 
marking w i th 1 852 year date (pictured in  the Dr. Chase book on the 3¢  - ' 57  
s tamp) a lmost  a lways i s  on a cover w i th s tamp pen-marked w i th an un tied "3" .  

Pen-cancel led s tamps are l argely  associated wi th  the  rarer postal markings; 
such markings often were used in  small towns where the postmaster' s compen
sation was only a few dollars per year. So do not look askance a t  covers wi th 
u ntied pen-marked stamps. I t  may be your only opportun i ty to obtain a cover 
wi th that specia l  postal marking. 

Another hidden gol d  pocket in  some auction catalogs i s  the foreign-mail  
group.  Postal  markings related to certain mai l  treaties and U .  S .  exchange offices 
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In fact. co vers faked in more recent 
years are usually nicely tied. 
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Corrections ha ve been made in  the 
original column. 

S TA MP A UC TIONS 

are rare, yet often the descr iption does not disclose this fact, merely saying "has 
in teres ting trans i t  marks . "  

Yes, that ' s  gold in  them thar auction catalogs - i f  you know where to find i t .  

[November 5, 1 966) 

Errata 

Contrary to the hopes of your edi tors , mis takes do creep in to th i s  column 
despi te what we l ike to th ink i s  carefu l edi t ing.  What  happe ned i n  the case of the 
column of Guest  Edi tor Tracy W.  S impson which appeared in  the issue of 
Stamps for November 5 ,  1 966, was a real tragedy .  No wri ter i s  more circumspect 
or more precise in sticking to facts than the genial  and knowledgeable Mr.  
Si mpson . Albei t two errors, not  of h i s  doing,  crept in to his col umn of that date. 
We apologize to Tracy and to our readers. Tracy wrote us  a delightful let ter 
chiding us on what he had every r ight to bel ieve was our error. It wasn ' t  but  we' l l  
take the blame. 

In  any even t the fourth sen tence in  the third paragraph of  tha t  column should 
read : 

"I f  your cover wi th un tied adhesive does not show any such rating mark, you 
can be sure it was never a stampless cover. " 

Also in the first sen tence of  the fifth paragraph in the same article the word 
"assorted" should of course read "associated. " 

[December 24, 1 966) 

A Report Which Appeared in Vol . III of 
The American Journal of Philately in 1 870 on an Auction of Stamps 

Submitted By M.  L .  Neinken 

On Saturday , the 28th day of May ( 1 870) commenced a new era in the annals of 
s tamp col l ecting in  the Uni ted S tates, and for that matter in  Europe also, for it is 
not to be supposed that our E nglish and Con tinental friends wi l l  not imi tate 
their American cousins in  th i s  mat ter. 

The goods disposed of on the n ight in  question, comprised every description 
of articles to be found in a first-class stamp reposi tory, and these were put 
together in  lots of every conceivable s ize ,  wholesale and reta i l  to su i t  dea lers and 
col lectors ; and from the spiri ted bidding a t  the sale, i t  was very evident  that the 
buyers were qui te satisfied, and we have every reason to bel ieve that the sel lers 
were also. 

The sale was held in elegant  rooms of Messrs. Leav i tt ,  S trebeigh & Co. ,  the 
well known auctioneers , and in  spite of  the drizz l ing rain ,  which commenced 
fal l ing qui te heavi ly towards six o 'c lock, there was a very fu l l  a t tendance. The 
collections were on view throughout the day, and were vis i ted by a large number 
of people,  who were busi ly  engaged in making notes and marking their 
catalogues. Every prominen t col lector in  New York and vicin i ty cal led during 
some part of the day , some taking i t  on foot between the showers; but the dis 
agreeable weather compel led the greater part  to use their  carriages. 

Our reporter arrived a t  the scene of  action about 5 : 50, and there was then qui te 
a number of persons present ;  amongst the dealers may be mentioned Messrs. 
Bai ley and Wi l l iams, who modest ly took seats at  the extreme end, al though the 
way they bid against  some of  our weal th iest c i t i zens during the even ing, we 
th ink ent i tled them to a more prominen t place. 

The arrivals fol lowed each other in rapid succession as six o 'c lock drew near. 
Mr. Sampson, a dea ler of some note, next made his appearance, and several 
prominent col lectors . Messrs. Scott  and Watson arrived next ,  and were qui te 
busi ly occupied up to the opening of the sale in  greeting old fr iends, the lat ter 
gen tlemen being well acquainted with probably every person in the large as-



A N  A UCTION OF 1870 

semblage, had enough to do in shaking hands, and answering the hundred and 
one enquiries of  would-be p urchasers .  S .  A l len Taylor, of Boston, had a lready 
arrived, and short ly  after a ppeared Mr. B rown - we were going to say the vision 
of h im ,  as he was supposed to be dead, from a curious propens i ty he had of not 
answering letters sent h im;  but it was evident ly  the l iving six feet two of  flesh and 
bones clothed in  a seedy su i t  of  black, and surmoun ted by a goodly s tock of sandy 
whiskers and hair ,  that m akes the ou ter m an of  th is  somewhat celebrated 
personage, better known as Jersey Brown ;  with his usual modesty he pulled his 
wideawake over his eyes , and in company wi th Mr .  Taylor of Boston, proceeded 
to occupy the bes t  seat i n  the hal l ,  where he remained t i l l  the close w i thout 
making a s ingle bid ;  but from his appearance this  was not expected, and we are 
happy to say he made no dis turbance, but  amused himself  with marking a 
catalogue w hich someone h ad given h i m .  

M r .  Mason arrived short ly  after the s a l e  commenced, b u t  had time t o  execu te 
n umerous orders for his  cus tomers. 

[December 2, 1 967] 

A Report Which Appeared in Vol.  III of 
The American Journal of Philately in 1 870 on an Auction of Stamps II 

Submitted by M. L. Neinken 

The sa le  commenced a t  6 :25, the fir s t  lo t  being 1 00 foreign s tamps which 
s tarted at 25¢ and rose to 60¢,  at which price they were knocked down.  Lot 2, 
which consisted of double the number of  s imi lar s tamps only brought 90¢, after 
a few more lo ts of common s tamps, came eigh t lots  of albums,  which were sold 
for " l i ttle or nothing, or a l i t t le less" as Cheap John would say. They scarcely 
brought half  their sel l ing price. 

Lot 33 ,  set uncancel led,  1 85 1 ,  U. S. , adhesives, brought $ l . 1 2 . Lot 34, a set of 1 1  
varieties of the presen t i ssue U . S. envelopes brough t  $ 1 .  70, whi le a s imi lar lot 
(234) la ter in the evening was knocked down for $ 1 . 1 2 . Lot 40, I penny and 4 
penny,  wood block, Cape of Good H ope, brough t $2. 00. The Confederate 
s tamps brought very li ttle (lot 43 ) a Knoxville in fine condition went for $2.25; a 
2¢ green, ( lo t  4 2 )  brought $ 1 . 1 0; a red 1 0¢ ( lo t  4 3 )  wen t  for $ 1 . 30, these were a l l  
cancel led. Lot  61 ,  I penny ,  Mauri t ius ,  1 858, u sed, brought $ 1 . 25,  and a col lec
tion of 389 ( lo t  62) uncancel led stamps in a handsomely bound morocco album, 
was sold for $9.50 .  The gem of  the sale - a 5¢  1 852, Sandwich Is land, was bought 
by J. W .S .  & Co. ,  for one of  their customers for $ 1 1 . 00,  they had received orders for 
this  s tamp as high as $ 1 5 , and had eleven comm issions to purchase i t .  Lot 1 98, 
red, 1 856, Mauri tius,  uncancel led, brough t  $3. 75 ,  and the red on blue paper only 
$2.25 . Lot 1 97 ,  a used \-1 peso,  Peru, was knocked down a t  $9. Lot 205,  a I penny,  
Mauritius ,  same as lot  6 1 ,  that brought $ 1 . 25 sold for 55¢.  Lot 23 1 ,  a col lection of 
1 800 s tamps in one of Moens albums, a l l in good order, sold for the ridicu lous 
low sum of $38, it would h ave been cheap to anyone a t  double that.  Lot 232, a se t 
of u ncancel led ,  1 85 1  U. S .  s tamps, brough t $ 1 . 50 ,  j us t  25¢ more than they can be 
purchased of our publishers for at any t i me ;  bu t i t  is very eviden t tha t  the buyer 
does not read the papers .  Lot  259, consis ting of 1 0  scarce New Granada s tamps, 
sold for 90¢, they were worth about $3 . ,  but the last  lots were hurried on so 
quickly that the people did not have t ime to buy. 

Collections , a lbums and essays sold very low, and nearl y  a l l  s tamps went 
considerably under market value; but on  the principal of quick sales and smal l 
profi ts we suppose i t  paid a l l  parties. 

There were 269 lots sold, the highes t  price real ized for any lot  was $38. , the 
lowest ,  35 cents .  $ 1 1  was the highest price obtained for any one s tamp. The en tire 
proceeds amoun ted to about  $500. The number of  s tamps amounted to about 
1 4, 000. After 1 4, 000 stamps changing hands in smal l  lots in a s ingle night, we do 

1 7  
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not want  to hear any more about  stamp col lect ing bei ng played out .  
The s tamps were purchased by  a great number of persons ,  few buyi ng more 

than ten lots, the average would be abo u t  five lots to each purchaser. Nearly every 
purchaser paid the cash after the sale and took home his treasures. 

The last lot was knocked down a t  9 o ' c lock, and everything passed off to the 
evident  satisfaction of everyone concerned. One lot  (240) was marked as  unused 
in the catalogue, when it should have been u sed, it  was sold for 40 cen ts ,  and 
returned on that account ,  when i t  was sold again and brought 55 cent s .  

[December 1 6, 1967) 

The W. W. Hicks' Collection Auction 

W. W.  (B i l l )  Hicks was a salesman of prin ting presses in Phi lade lphia ,  a loyal 
member of Phi Gamma Del ta Fratern i ty ,  and a devoted s tudent  of the 3¢  1 85 1  
s tamp. H i s  l ater in terests included the Rou te Agent  Markings of the s tampless 
periods of 1 847 and 1 85 1 -57 .  

He was a charter member of the 3¢  1 85 1  U n i t, which now has grown in to the 
U .  S. Phi la tel ic Classics Society. He owned and examined thousands of  the 3¢ 
1 85 1  s tamps and plated for  other col lectors and dealers the orange-brow n  stamps 
as wel l  as  the later one, the mark of the top s tudent .  

B i l l  completed reconstruction of P la te I early and in termediate ;  P la te 2 early,  
zero and 5 early were the finest in  existence and brought $4, 500 a t  the auction.  

His two sets of recons truction plates I la te in di fferent  shades brought $450. 00; 
3 plate 2 late reconstruction, $655 .00;  3 reconstructions of plate 3 ,  $955 .00 ;  and a 
s ingle reconstruction of plates 4, 5 late ,  6, 7, and 8 brought $230, $430, $340, $275,  
and $275 .00,  or a grand total for a l l  p la te recons tructions of $8, l 1 0. 

A col lection of orange-brown, and red shades brought $400, while  a s tudy of  
plate  nu mber imprin ts brought $340. 

The three 3¢  1 85 1  calendars brought $2 1 0, $ 1 75 ,  and $ 1 65 ,  whi le  the much 
more di fficul t  to assemble 3¢  1 857 calendar sold for only $ 1 45. 00. 

The top dollar i tem in the rai lroad col l ection was the $ 1 , 050 paid for 1 2¢ 1 85 1  
bi sect New York and Phi ladelphia R R  cover , fo l lowed by the s tampless " 1 0" and 
5¢  1 847 Housatonic Rai lroad at $500 and $450 w i th 1 0¢ 1 847  Bal t imore R R  at  
$400 and a vertical pair  of 5¢ 1 84 7 U.  S .  Express Mai l  Boston a t  $320. 

The second earl ies t  rai lroad cover with the ear l ies t  rai lroad mark "Rai lroad" 
brought $250, whi le the third earliest rai lroad, Bal t imore RR $ 1 00. 

The $260 paid for the A lbany & Rutland RR cover was the highes t price for a 
3¢  1 85 1  cover, but  this was topped by the $290 paid for the Somerse t and Kenb 
R R  on a 3¢  1 857 cover. 

Twen ty-one Bal t i more & Ohio covers sold for $ 1 ,342 ;  twelve Housatonic R R  
covers brought $ 1 ,297,  whi le  the twelve New York & Phi ladelphia RR covers 
$ 1 ,406. 

My hat i s  off to the purchaser for $375 of n inety-four beautiful  rai lroad maps 
drawn by Lester Downing. Did they go back to Concord , Massachusetts?  

[April 1 5, 1 967) 

BA LT I MO RE R R  



SEMINA RS ON CLASSICS· THE CHRONICLE 

Are You A Student Of The Classic Issues? 

There probably are many students of the Classic issues of the U . S . ,  but  they are 
for the most part unknown to those of us  who want articles wri t ten about these 
s tamps . W e  want to tel l  about new and in teresting di scoveries which are not 
found in the standard works. 

Real ly ,  we are saying that except for a handfu l of studies about  the s tamps of 
the 1 85 1 -5 7  issues, l i t t l e  i s  printed abo u t  the s tamps of  all the other classic issues .  
Postal  his tory has taken over. This  i s  obvious to the readers of this  column.  We 
wil l  cont inue to give more postal h i s tory information, but we don ' t  want to 
neglect the s tamps themselves . 

In the past  a number of our readers have volun teered their knowledge, r.ecords, 
or research to be used by this column. They have s t imulated us to do some of our 
own in addi tion. We appeal to you to send us  your information. You wil l  be 
given cred i t  as usual .  

Opportuni ties are avai lable to  learn abou t s tamps a t  the national conventions 
of our leading stamp societies .  Here the groups of special in terest presen t s l ide 
programs and seminars on a wide variety of subj ects .  The U .S .  Ph i latel ic Clas
s ics Society wil l  present a t  least  one seminar a t  the coming A.P.S .  Convention in 
Cincinnat i ,  O hio during the weekend of  Saturday and Sunday, September 1 0 th 
and I I th .  

Even though you m a y  n o t  be col lect ing the classics ,  these programs are i n 
teresting a n d  informative and help y o u  understand t h e  covers you i nspect at the 
dealers ' tables .  

The i mportance of knowing postal ra tes, both domestic and foreign ,  cannot 
be sufficient ly  emphasized.  Many dealers sel l ing the classic s tamps have not 
taken the trouble to inform themselves about the types and varieties of the 1 85 1  
and 1 857 i ssues .  There are bargains for those that know . 

I t  costs something to bui ld  a smal l  l ibrary to instruct you i n  these detai l s .  The 
U.S .  Specia lized Cata logue of Scot t  gives a world of  information.  A revised 
edition of Lester Brookman ' s  work on the U n i ted S ta tes pos tage s tamps of the 
1 9 th Century i s  in the printer 's hands.  B ack issues of the Chron icle of the U . S .  
Phi latel ic  Classics Society which are completely indexed are invaluable.  The 
recen t  books by Neinken on the 1 0¢ and 1 2¢ s tamps of the 1 85 1  i ssue are s ti l l  
available through the Col lectors Club of  N ew York Ci ty .  

In  spi te of  the research a l ready accompl i shed, much remains to be done,  part i 
cularly in  the field of color and descript ions of color. Let us hear from you . 

[August 20, 1 966) 

The New "Chronicle" 

Some time soon The C hron icle of t h e  U . S .  C lass ic hsues wi l l  make i ts ap
pearance . This  i s  not a new publication, but rather the " new look" of  the presen t 
"Chronicle" of the U .  S .  1 85 1 - '60 U n i t . The forty-fourth issue of "The 
Chronicle" was the last  in  the old format .  W i l l iam R .  Head is preparing an 
index of the first forty-four issues . 

The new C h ron icle i s  prin ted in the s ize of The A merican Phi  la te list, and a l l  
issues after t h e  first w i l l  carry advert is ing.  

M any members of the 1 85 1 - '60 Unit  are a lso in terested in  the whole period of 
U . S .  postal h i s tory from the first post office in the late l 790 ' s  to the t ime of the 
f irs t  prin ting of  pos tage s tamps by the Bureau of E ngraving and Print ing. Even
tual ly ,  the new Chron ic le wil l  cover thi s  whole period. 

The firs t i ssues to be publ ished will be more restricted in their coverage. Four 
sections are p lanned by Professor George H argest ,  the new edi tor. The 1 85 1  to 
1 860 section w i l l  continue to be edi ted by the wel l -known student of  this issue 
and first  Chronicle edi tor, Tracy S impson. 

The 1 847 I ssue Section i s  edi ted by the edi tors of this  column with the help of 
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This refers to the size of page of the 
American Philatelist. as was used in 
1963. 
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Applications may be presently se
cured from Michael C. O 'Reilly, P 0. 
Box 1 131, Huntsville, AL ,  35807. 

A revised edition by Thomas J. Alex
ander, "Simpson 's U. S. Postal Mark
ings, 1851-01, " appeared in 1980. but 
is now out of print. 

This co ver. referred to above. was 
mailed in Dusseldorf. Prussia in June. 
1847. and was forwarded through 
Belgium to England under the Anglo
Belgian mail agreement of 1844. as 
was explained by Professor Hargest 
in "Chronicle " No. 46 

The co ver was sent from England 
to Philadelphia and was forwarded 
from there to Boston with the S� 1847 
stamp used on the cover attempting 
to pay the postage Since the distance 
was over 300 miles. another 5� was 
due. 

The stamp. used July 16. 1847. is 
black-bro wn. a very early use. The 
enclosed letter was written by 
Emanuel L eutze. the painter o f  
"Washington Crossing the Delaware. " 

THE CHRONICLE 

Creighton H art ,  a long t ime s tudent of thi s  i ssue.  
The 1 86 1  I ssue Section will  be edi ted by Henry Meyer, bes t  known for his  tre

mendous knowledge of "Way" and "S team" and river packet markings.  R ichard 
Graham, a s tudent of naval covers and postal his tory of the Union s ide of the 
Civi l  War, w i l l  assi s t ,  as w i l l  many others. 

The Transatlantic Mail Section wi l l  be capably edi ted by George H argest .  We 
have ail profi ted by his recen t articles in  th i s  column and in  The Postal His
tory journ a l. Professor Hargest i s  a real s tudent  and wi l l  s trive to maintain ,  
throughout ,  the s tand1.rd o f  excel lence associated w i t h  h i s  wri tings.  

Many who are not now members of the 1 85 1 - ' 60 Un i t  w i l l  want to join in  order 
to receive the new Chron icle, which wi l l  be publ ished several times a year. The 
price for individual copies w i l l  exceed the $5 .00 annual cost of membership .  

W. W. H i cks , · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •  , wi l l  be glad to 
furnish app l i cation blanks and addi tiona l  membership information.  Those 
joining prior to January ! s t w i l l  receive the new pri nted Chron ic les as a part of 
their membership.  

(July 20, 1 963] 

Issue No. 46 of "The Chronicle" 

In issue N o. 46 of The Chron icle the edi tor, George Harges t ,  has provided 
readers interes ted in the 1 847- 1 869 period of  our pos tal h i s tory with an excel lent 
variety of art ic les .  

Creigh ton Hart completes his  series of articles on Delaware covers in  that 
issue; and a l ist  of articles on the 1 847 issue was prepared by the edi tor. 

An innocen t looking 5¢ 1 847  cover, used to tes t the phi la tel ic knowledge of 
readers , has resul ted in two other articles .  One i s  on the early covers of 1 847  
s tamps, and i nformation about  the wri ter of  the le t ter, Emanuel  Leu tze, a 
painter, w hose most famous work was "Washington Crossing the Delaware. " 
The second is in the Transatlantic Mai l s  section,  expla ining the Prussian rate 
markings . A nother problem cover i s  i l lu s trated. 

Tracy S impson cont inues his  reporting of in terest ing i tems including a 1 0¢ 
1 855 from P l easant  Spring, Cal i fornia ,  a ques tion abou t the Green Is land,  N .  Y . ,  
s traight l ine  1 853 year date, Canal Boat Ma i l ,  plate varieties o f  the 3 ¢  Type I I ,  
f i l ing ident i fication a l  Washington Dead Letter O ffice, a n d  newly reported 
domestic postal markings, supplemen ting h i s  book U. S .  Posta l Mark ings 1 85 1 -
'61 a n d  R e la ted M a i l  Services. 



THE CHR ONICLE 

W . W .  H icks, Associate Editor for rai l road marks reports on the C .  M .  and L .  
R . R .  ( Concord, Manches ter & Lawrence ) ,  the Detroi t  & Mi lwaukee, South  Side 
R . R . ,  the Cincinnati ,  Ohio and New Cast le and presents a fu l l  scale discussion 
of "Early Phi ladel phia- New York Ra i l road Mai l . "  

Those o f  you who know Henry Meyer know that h e  i s  fu l l  o f  questions, several 
of which he asks the readers to answer - one about  rai lroad s tation marks and 
another about the May 3 1 ,  1 86 1  demonetization date. He briefly reviews demone
tization and l i sts a number of di fferent  types of covers which occur during this 
period. 

For those rai lroad markings specia l i sts ,  Char les Towle s tarts a series of arti 
cles on " U ni ted S ta tes Rai lroad Postmarks 1 86 1 - 1 886" wi th Maine and New 
Hampshire di scussed in detai l .  

Dr.  Robert de Wasserman o f  Brussels ,  Belgium, discusses the " Bri t i sh M a i l  to 
Tunis ,  via the Galway Line . " 

Copies of the Chron icle the publ icat ion of the lJ . S. 1 85 1 - ' 60 l !  nit ,  can he ob-
tained for $2 .00 from Professor George Harges t ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

[February 29, 1 964) 

Issue No. 47 of The "Chronicle" 

Issue No .  47 of the Chron icle completes the 1 6 th volume, or 1 6 th year of i ts 
publicat ion,  first , by the 3ct 1 85 1  Uni t ,  then the 1 85 1 -60 Uni t ,  and now the lJ . S. 
Philatel i c  Classics Society, Inc. This la tes t  issue con tains an article on " 1 847 
Covers from M ichigan " ,  by Creighton Hart .  

For those in terested i n  the 1 85 1 -57 period, Mortimer Neinken reports on P la te
Recons truction Progress on the one cen t  1 85 1 -60. Clarence Taft, of Columbus,  
Ohio, bri ngs new in formation about " Paper Containing Silk Fibers For The 
Uni ted S ta tes 3ct  1 85 1 -57  Issue" .  I n  addi tion, the other regu lar features of  this 
period appear. 

Those who have i n terest in  the 1 86 1  issues wi l l  find a continuation of  the 
" U ni ted S ta tes Railroad Postmarks, 1 86 1 - 1 886 " ,  by Charles Towle; a report on 
"Civi l  War Mi l i tary Postal His tory " ,  by Richard Graham;  and an " In teres t ing 
Civi l  War Cover" ,  by Mel  Schuh.  

I n  the Trans-Atlantic Mai l  section, the edi tor, George Harges t, reports on 
" French Mai l  by American Packet through England and the Al len Line" , and 
"The 37ct Rate by Private Ship to Austra l i a" .  

The  " Problem Cover" is a le t ter which traveled by Prussian Closed M a i l  to  
Swi tzerland in November 1 860 , and  displays conflict ing rate-marks on i ts face. 
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Back issues of the Chronicle can be 
obtained from Jack L .  Jenkins, P. O. 
Box 615, Bloomington, Ill , 61701 .  

This is the problem cover from Chron
icle No. 47. The co ver originated at  
Augusta, Ga. , Nov. 6 ,  1860, and was 
directed to go by Prussian Closed 
Mail to Geneva, Switzerland, for which 
the 36¢ in stamps represented a 1¢  
overpayment. Ho wever, the co ver 
was subjected to a comedy of errors 
in Europe, according to the solution 
published in Chronicle No. 48 (October, 
1964) 
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See note regarding back issues on 
previous page. The index has been 
revised through No. 72. 

See below. 

The "KEOKUK & RK•ISL•RM• " co ver 
mentioned above. The marking stands 
for "Keokuk & Rock Island River Mail" 
and was applied by a route agent 
aboard a steamboat. Only a few more 
examples of this rare marking are 
known to exist. 

THE CHRONICLE 

The issues in each volume of previous Chron icles might be of in terest .  They 
are as fol lows: Vol . N um ber first ,  then years covered, then issue numbers: I ,  -
1 948-49, - I thru 4 ;  2 ,  - 1 949-50, - 5 thru 9; 3 ,  - 1 950-5 1 ,  - 9 and 1 0; 4 ,  -
1 95 1 -52, - 1 1  thru 1 4 ; 5 ,  - 1 952-53 , - 1 5  and 1 6 ; 6, - 1 953 -54 ,  - 1 7  thru 1 9; 7 ,  
- 1 954-55 , - 2 0  thru 22 ;  8 ,  - 1 955-56,  - 2 3  thru 25;  9 ,  - 1 956-57 ,  - 26 and 27 ;  
1 0 , - 1 957-58 ,  - 28 thru 3 1 ;  1 1 , - 1 958-59,  - 32 and 33 ;  1 2 , - 1 959-60, - 34 
thru 36; 1 3 ,  - 1 960-6 1 ,  - 37 thru 39; 14 ,  - 1 96 1 -62 , - 40 and 4 1 ; 1 5 ,  - 1 962-63 , 
- 42 thru 44 ;  1 6 , - 1 963-64, - 45 thru 47 ;  

Al l  of  the  back issues ,  # 1  to  #44 , are avai lable a t  $ 1  each to  mem bers, and $ 1 .50 
each to non-members ,  (#45 ,  46 and 47  a t  $ 1 .25 and $2 .00 )  from Tracy Simpson,  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  , Cal i fornia .  A complete index of issues #1  to #44 i s  
also avai lable .  

[August 8 ,  1964) 

Chronicle No. 51 , U.S. Philatelic Classics Society 

Al though C h ron ic le No. 5 1  is  dated December 1 965 , it was not mai led unt i l  
January. I t  con tains  many i tems of in terest  to  the col l ec tor of U .S .  Classics .  In  
the 1 847  section Creighton Har t  wri tes about  1 847  colors used from Arkansas .  
Mr. Hart l i s ts only one 5¢  cover and three 1 0¢ covers ,  known to him as used from 
Arkansas. The 5<t cover, from the famous B uchanan and Carrol l  correspon
dence, may have been used after demonetization.  

Tracy S impson i ncludes in  the 1 85 1  section a photograph of  a handsome 5¢  
cover bearing an 1 856 imperforate pair and an 1 857  perforated pair. The cover i s  
addressed to Havana,  Cuba ,  from New York Ci ty. A lso pictured is a cover 
bearing a 3¢ 1 85 7  stamp, pos tmarked Keokuk & RK ISL.  R. M. This handstamp 
was known previous ly  used on 1 86 1  mai l ,  but  not prior. The let ter bears a penci l  
notation " not  answered" in  May ,  1 860. 

W. W .  H icks '  section on Rai lroad Route-Agen t and S tat ion-Agent  Post Marks 
discusses the North Mi ssouri Rai lroad, the Canandaigua and Youngs town Rai l 
road, the  Nashvi l l e  and Decatur Rai lroad, the  New Haven and Springfield Rai l 
road, and the Cleveland,  Zanesvi l le  and Cincinnat i  Rai lroad. In  thf'  section of  
newly reported domestic Postal Markings i s  a beautiful  marking of the 
"NAVAL/LIBRARY & INSTITlJTE/U . S. N AVY YARD/BOSTO N . " 
Mortimer Neinken ' s  article on "Short Cuts for P lating the U .S .  l <t  S tamp of 
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1 857 ,  Type V , "  is continued from the previous i ssue and discusses identi fication 
of stamps from Plate 8 .  

The  1 86 1  section edi ted by  R ichard Graham discusses and l ists names of pos t 
offices in  those states which had seceded from the Union from which mai l  is 
known bearing postmarks as  the U n ion Forces occupied these towns .  Mr. 
Graham encourages those who are i n terested in col lecting these i tems to 
exami ne their col lection for addit ional  towns to be added to the l i s t .  A lso l i s ted 
and i l lustrated are some 30 fancy cancels  which do not appear in the Herst
Sampson and about which there is some question. 

Another in teres ting story i n  this section i s  a correspondence of  five covers from 
Rochester, New York, to Canada during the period of demonetization of the 
1 857 issue during the summer and fal l  of 1 86 1 .  These covers, be longing to 
Wi l l iam C. Peterman, show the problems of postmasters' keeping s tamps in 
s tock during this period. The last  section of Charles Towle' s l i s t  of the ra i l road 
postmarks, 1 86 1 - 1 866, from New England, is included. Mel Schuh wri tes about 
"The S hort Paid Letters to France, 1 857 - 1 858" in a wel l - i l lus trated article.  

The i ssue concludes w i th a photograph of a 90¢ 1 86 1  cover posted i n  Bal t i 
more in  July of 1 866, addressed to the Augustine Heard and Company, 
Shanghai, China, "via Marsei l les" showing a large red "2" indicating double
rate and with red credit marks on "6 1 " and "48" scratched out and "96" credi t  
mark remaining. The question asked i s  s ince the rate v ia  Marse i l les to  S hanghai 
was 53¢ per one half ounce at  this t ime and th is  was a double-rate le tter, how 
could the 90¢ stamp pay the postage? 

Copies of this i ssue of the Chron icle can be obta ined for $2 .00 from Melvin 
Schuh,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

[March 26 , 1966] 

On Forming a Philatelic Library 

A philatel ic l ibrary is a neccess i ty for every serious col lector and s tuden t of the 
United S tates classics. When a col lector reaches the s tage where he needs a blank 
album to house his  collection he should have a philatelic "five foot she l f"  well 
begun.  

To lay down the hard and fast rules as to what  should be included in  such a 
l ibrary would be presumptuous on our part .  However, we would l ike to recom
mend the fol lowing books for the shelf :  

A special ized Uni ted States stamp catalog. 
Brookman 19th  Century Postage Stamps of U. S. ( 1 947 )  2 Volumes. 
Ashbrook U. S. One Cen t Stamp 1 851 - 7  ( 1 938)  2 Volumes. 
Chase, 3¢ Stamps of 1851 - 7  Issue ( 1 942 revised ) .  
Neinken, M .  L . ,  U. S. Ten Cent  Stamps of  1855-59 ( 1 960) .  
Konwiser, H. M . ,  U. S. S tamp less C over Catalog ( 1 952) .  
D ietz Confedera te Sta tes Cata log and Handbook ( 1 945 ) .  
Sampson, E .  N. ,  The A merican Colo n ia l  Postmark Cata log ( 1 953 ) .  
S i mpson , T. W. ,  United Sta tes Posta l Markings and Rela ted Mai l  Services 

1 851-1 861 ( 1 959) .  
Remele, C .  W. ,  U. S. Rai lroad Postmarks 1 837-61 ( 1 958) . 
Toppan-Deats -Hol land, History & R eference L ist Revenue Stamps of t h e  U.S .  

"Boston Revenue Book" ( 1 899) .  
Hers t-Zareski ,  19 th  Cen tury U. S. Fancy Cancella t ions ( 1 95 1 ) . 
Brazer, C .  W . ,  Essays for U. S.  A dh es ive Postage Stamps ( 1 94 1 ) . 
Thorp-Bartels ,  Un ited Sta tes Stamped Enve lopes ( 1 954 ) .  
Luff, The Postage Stamps of  the  Un ited States ( 1 902 ) .  
Auction catalogs of the  fol lowing col l ections :  Knapp, Gibson, Caspary , Krug, 

Meroni ,  Newbury. 
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See page 7 

See note regarding back issues of 
the Chronicle on page 21. 

Many of the editions in this list ha ve 
been superseded and most are out of 
print. Some of the revisions currently 
a vailable are.· 
For the K onwiser work; "The American 
Stampless Cover Catalog. " For Simp
son. the current edition has just gone 
out of print but stocks are in the 
hands of dealers. The Remele Railroad 
markings book has been augmented 
by Charles Tow/e 's Mobile Post Office 
Society catalogs. 
For data on the revised Brookman. 
also out of print. see pages 23-27. 
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The complete column appears on 
pages 306-8. 

This has been superseded by Thomas 
J. A lexander's revised edition of  
USPM, published in  1979. 
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We realize that Postal His tory s tudents and advanced col lectors would add 
many more ti tles to the above. We wi l l  run a l i s t  of addi tional t i t les later. 

We are also aware that several of the books l i s ted are out  of print but they do 
appear in auctions now and again,  and can be obtained by the exercise of a li ttle 
patience and the expendi ture of hard cash. The expendi ture i s  wel l  worth while 
however, as the wri ter can attest. 

[February 9, 1 963] 

Mails U. S. To France . . .  
By  George E .  Hargest 

Guest Editor 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
This is  the last of the series of columns deal ing wi th mails  U . S .  to France. For 

the benefit of those who would l ike to read in more detai l  about  these mail 
services, the fol lowing bibliography i s  appended : 

Ashbrook,  Stanley B . ,  Un ited States One Cen t S tamp of 1 85 1 - ' 5 7, vol .  I I ,  
Chapter LVI . H .  L .  Lindquist ,  New York: 1 938 .  

Simpson, Tracy W. ,  United States Posta l  Mark ings and R e la ted Mail  Services. 
Tracy W. Simpson, 66 Alvarado Road, Berkeley 5, Cal if. 1 959. ( Publ ication of 
this work was sponsored by the U. S. 1 85 1 - ' 60 Uni t, No. 1 1  of the American 
Philatelic Society . )  

Staff , Frank ,  The Transa t lan t ic Mail .  Adlard Coles,  L t d .  a nd Joh n De Gra ff , 
Inc. , New York:  1 956.  
Periodica ls 

Simpson, Tracy W.  edi tor , U. S. 1 85 1 - '60 Chro n ic le, particularly,  issue No. 3 1 .  
Notes and short articles, issues No. 32-44 .  

i\lac k ,  l\ I i l la rd H . . " l 1 n i t t>d S ta t e s  4 <t Par t  Payment  Ra t e  t o  Fra ncc 1 8 7 0 - 7 - L "  

Col in/ors C l u b  J> fi i la t e l is t ,  vo l .  3 8 ,  N o . � .  J u l y . 1 9!i 9 .  pp.  l !J 9 - 1 6l .  

1-fa rgt'S I .  George E . . " French i\ la i l  R; t t c s . " C lno 1 1 1 cl r' of t /1 e  U . S .  C la s.1 ir Iss u es ,  
No.  F > ,  p p .  2 7 -2 8 .  

Ha rges t .  G eorge E . .  ' ' l l n pa i d  a n d  P a rt pa i d  Ra t cs lk t \1' l ' l' n  l ' n i t (' ( I  S t a t e s  a n d  
Fra n cc 1 8 7 0 - 7 1 , "  Pos t a l llis tmv jo u rn a l , \ 'o l .  \ ' I I .  N o .  I .  J u n e .  1 963 . 

Ha rges t ,  Cl 'orgc E . . " l  1 n i t l 'd S t a t c s  i\l a i l s  t o  Fra n Cl'  i n  1 8 7 0 - Tlw ' P h a n t o m ' 

; 1 1 1d Act u a l  P rcpa i d  Ra t es . "  C:o l lrc t o rs C l u b  Pli i la t r l i.1 1 .  \ ' o l . -1 2 .  010 6 .  N on·rn bcr , 

1 96 3 .  p p .  3 3 .3 - 3 1 l .  
[August 15 ,  1 964] 

Philatelic Literature 

The market for l i terature has never been stronger . The Ward Sale did qui te 
wel l  overa l l . I t  is the first extensive l ibrary to come on the market in some time. 

With the thought that some of our readers may have a few dol lars left after 
Christmas, we wish to share a few books with you.  This leads us to the fol lowing 
ti tles we have found to be intriguing, interes ting and readable: 

Broadax and Bayonet, by Frances Paul Prucha ($4 .00) .  This book is the story 
of early mi l i tary road bui lding in Wisconsin Terri tory . In the course of tel l ing it 
paints a good background of the fron tier as it then exis ted in that portion of the 
old Northwest Terri tory . 

Guide to Mil i tary Posts of the United States, by Frances Pau l  Prucha ($7 .50 ) .  
This  book is probably one of  the bes t which a col lec tor of fort markings cou ld 
possess, as i t  l i s ts more than four hundred seventy - five (475 )  historic army posts 
in the continental United States, including a thum bnail  sketch of each post with 
its date of esta bl ishment and disconti nuance. The maps which are included are 
excellent in loca ting the actual si te of these m i l i tary establi shments . There is  
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also an excel lent  bibl iography i ncluded for those who wish to secure further in
formation on any particular fort .  

The Public Lands, edi ted by Vernon Carstensen ($6 . 75 ) .  Th is vo lume includes 
many articles of in terest  dea l ing wi th the h i s tory of the public lands of the 
U n i t cd S t ; t t t ·s . It expla i n s  h m,· t i lt ·\ \\'l'll'  su n·t ·\·cd . sold and set t led.  Asidc lrnm thc 

original thi rteen ( 1 3 )  states and Texas ,  which never had public land offices , there 
is a weal th of background material of col latera l i n teres t  to a studen t of terr i 
torial h i s tory and pos t marks .  We particularly enj oyed the  fol lowing art icles (a l l  
i tems i n  Part I ) :  Origins of  the  Public Land System , Origin of the  Na tional Land 
Sys tem under the Confederation , Mi l i tary Bou n ty Lands and the Origins of the 
Public Domain ,  Cadas tra l Surveys for the Public Lands of the Uni ted S ta tes .  

And the fol lowing article in  Part II :  D i s tr ibu tion of the Public Lands, The 
Mineral Land Ques tion in Cal i fornia 1 848- 1 866. 

The appendix conta ins  charts, maps, and l i s ts of sources of materia ls  and 
other data . 

Al l  of the foregoing vol umes are avai lable from the S ta te His toric Society of 
Wisconsin ,  8 1 6  State S tree t ,  Madison , Wisconsin 53706 .  

[December 25,  1965] 

The Revised Edition of L. G. Brookman 's 1 9th Century 
Postage Stamps of the United States 

When you own an ear l ier edi tion , you are natura l l y  curious as to what the 
revi sed edi t ion contai ns tha t is new . For those who do not own the earl ier edi 
tion , the great advantage is that Volume I is now available and the two other 
volumes wi l l  fol low short ly .  

The f i r s t  th ing that  qu ickly cal l s  your a t ten tion i s  the  be tter qua l i ty paper now 
avai lable,  wh ich improves the qua l i ty of photo reproduction. The author 
reports that there wi l l  be a to ta l of 450 new, and as far as Volume I is concerned, 
addi tional i l l ustrations of  covers .  

The au thor has drawn on the more recent  research of C.  C. Hart in the 1 847 ' s , 
Earl Oakley for the 5¢ ,  and Mortimer Neinken for the I O<t and 1 2¢ I 85 l -57 ' s ,  and 
many others men tioned i n  the in troduction. 

Volume I incl udes material  through the demonetization of the 1 85 1 - 1 857 
issues. The volume of addi tional material required s ix ty-s ix more pages to cover 
the ground in the revi sed book . 

New subjects discussed about  1 847 s tamps i nclude: i l legal use, fakes ,  uses af ter 
invalidation, a use to pay 2¢ Drop Rate .  

In the  1 85 1  issue: The 3¢  is divided between orange, brown and red shades, the 
reason for the 5¢ s tamp,  early date of use, large block and fakes of 1 0¢ ,  and new 
information about the 1 2¢ .  

In 1 857  Issue, a discussion o f  the 1 <t Type V a n d  Va. , n e w  information abou t 
the 5<t wi th a new section on the Indian Red shade . 

Some new commen ts on the colors of the 24¢ are incl uded wi th add i tional 
photographs.  

Early dates of use are i nc l uded for the 30ct and 90ct values .  The fakes and coun
terfei ts of the 90¢ are di scussed. 

The 1 847  Section of the next issue of The Chron icle of the U. S.  P h i latel ic 
Classic Issue.1 wi l l  prin t  a revised l i s t ing of known 1 847  bisects based on the 
original l i s t ing from Brookman ,  as was stated in Brook man ' s  Volume I, Revised 
Edi tion , Page 86. 

Future i ssues might i ncl ude a l i s t ing of recorded 1 2ct 1 85 1  bisects and the 
known covers using the 5¢ and 1 0¢ 1 847 together on cover .  Both of these i tems 
wi l l  appear in future "Chronicles . "  

W e  are looking forward t o  seeing Vol ume I I  soon .  

[March 4,  1 967] 
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Some portions of this and the next 
two columns are repeated in later 
sections. 
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Portions of this and the next column 
are repeated in later portions of this 
book. 

Actually, what is termed here as a 
"ferriage rate" is really a cross border 
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Brookman's U . S.  Postage Stamps of The 19th Century, Vol. II 

The revi sed Volume I I  of Brookman' s  U. S.  Postage S tamps of the  1 9th  Cen
tury covers the ground from the 1 86 1  issue up through the 1 882 to 1 888 issues of 
the bank notes. The 229 pages of the firs t edition were expanded to 325 pages of 
information in the revised Volume II, most ly accounted for by in teres t ing ad
ditional i l lustrations.  

Added under the I ¢  1 86 1  was a I ¢  plus  3¢  envelope, plus a 2¢ cover i l l us trating 
the ferriage rate to Canada and some comments about  the I ¢  indigo being un
derva lued. 

The 2¢ Jackson pages incl ude a photo of the "Atherton Sh i ft" cover and a 
picture of the earl iest recorded cover . A l so, a section on the B lack Jack reissue 
and i l lustration of a large block from plate #57 . A discussion of some forty 
known bisects, most ly from smal l towns,  is included. 

Under the 3¢ 1 86 1 ,  photos are included of the so-cal led precance l led stamp on 
Albany cover but which Brookman prefers to cons ider a control mark; two 
Lincol n  Presiden tial  Campaign covers ; Linco ln  and other patriotic covers and 
four Magnus covers; two Wel l s  Fargo covers wi th s tamps added; and a block of 
four imperf horizon tal ly .  

The 5¢ has  added i l l us trations wi th the bu ff and red-brown and new 
comments on the 5¢ reissue i l lustrating notch drawi ngs and photo of plate #58. 

A discussion of the I 0¢ A ugust includes i l lustrations of the first day of use and 
comments on an interes ting re-en try on 94R4. 

A I 0¢ September issue i l lus trates a use on a Pony cover from the east, and 
Wel l s  Fargo covers from San Francisco to Boston.  A lso included is a note on the 
registry fee paid by 1 0¢ stamps. A beautifu l  cover is pictured bearing a block of 
six of the 1 0¢ paying quadruple  rate to Paris and a fake 1 0¢ stamp. 

The 1 2¢ section includes comments on the use to pay registration fee and 
i l lustrates uses to France and to Germany.  

The 24¢ red- l i l ac i l lus trates a block of  s ix from plate #6 and a 35¢ brown- l i l ac 
cover from Philadelphia to Swi tzerland. Also, a b lackish-violet use on St.  Louis 
cover to England. 

The 30¢ i l l ustrations include a cen tered block of four, a cover to Cape of Good 
Hope, a 30¢ New York supplementary mai l  cover to Paris, and a use to Hong 
Kong. 

The 90¢ section includes a picture of a block of six, the earl iest known record
ed use cover, and two covers showing uses to Hong Kong. 

This volume includes a section on gri l l s ,  a subj ect  on which Mr. Brookman is 
a renowned authority .  The question "Is there a genuine 1 8x l 5  gri l l ? "  i s  rai sed. 
Under the "A" gri l l  is  pictured a cover con taining a circular announcing the 
series of 1 869 forthcoming and an i l lu stration of an imperf pair .  

A "B" gri l l  cover bearing four  stamps is i l lustrated with a view of the gri l l s  on 
the reverse side and an enlargement of the gri l l  on one stamp. A photo of the split  
" D ' '  gri l l  is included. 

The Foundation photo of the recen t di scovery of the second copy of a I ¢  "Z" 
gri l l  i s  included wi th a story of the di scovery. 

The 1 5¢ "Z" gri l l  photo face and reverse from the S iege l  " Rarit ies Sale" is 
incl uded. 

The mint  block of twelve of the 24¢ "F"  gri l l  from the S iege l  December 1 948 
Sale is pictured. 

[June 24, 1967] 

Brookman's U. S. Postage Stamps of the 1 9th Century, Vol. II 

New i l lustrations in the 1 869 sect ion incl ude a I ct and 3ct cover to Paris ,  France, 
pay ing the 4¢ rate to the English fron tier and a 2¢ cover paying the ferriage rate 
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between Houlton, Maine and Woodstock, New Brunswick. A 611: use from Oak 
Park, Illinois to Quebec, and a pair of 6's on a cover to London. An early use of 
the I Ocr 1 869 on a cover to Spain, paid only to England and a use to Germany via 
Bremen. 

The 1 2¢ i ssue contains i l lustrations of two covers to England and a new early 
date. 

The 1 511: type I section, shows a beauti ful block  of six and the earliest recorded 
use from New Orleans to France on Apri l 2nd. A lso, a faked cover to France is 
pictured .  A 1 5¢ type II ,  shows a beau tiful block o f  n ine, and a use on cover from 
New Orleans to Bordeaux. 

A block of n ine of the 24¢ is  i l lus trated, plus two 24¢ covers wi th other de
nominations to Peru and the Argen tine in South America. An en larged photo of 
a good 3011:, and an al tered 30¢ s tamp are i l lus trated. The only known 9011: 1 869 
cover i s ,  also, p ictured. The 1 870 issue shows a s tr ip of three of the ! ¢  on cover 
and under the I 0¢ contains  an explanation of the di fferent  impressions of a gri l l .  

Included i s  a 3¢  p lus  1 5¢ gri l l  cover, and  a valuable sugges tion in  regard to  the 
24¢ denomination i s  i ncluded under the 1 870 issue wi thout gri l l .  A strip on the 
qual i ty of the i mpressions of the 1 ¢ is included. A pair of 2¢ on a cover to France 
paid to England and three 3¢  covers w i th P i ttsburgh machine cancel are i l lu
s trated. 

Interest ing 6¢, 7¢  and 1 0¢ covers are i l l us trated. There are comments about the 
gri l l  on the 1 2¢ stamp and a large photo of  the die proof of the 1 5¢ .  Commen ts 
about the rarer domestic uses of the 24¢ and the cen tering of the 90¢ s tamp. 

Under the Continental i ssue, an imperforate s trip of 3 is  pictured and a pair 
with a red carrier to Washington . Several 2¢ covers are i l lus trated and an ex
planation of a 3¢ s tamp w i th clear but reversed impressions on i ts reverse. 

Under the 5¢  s tamp i l lus trations of a foreign mai l  and use of two 5¢  s tamps to 
pay a 1 0¢ regis try fee with an explanation for the reason of  i ssue of the 5¢ de
nominat ion .  In teres t ing add i t iona l photos of the 611: s tamp in com binat ion to 
Germany to regis tered cover use and a block on a cover to New South Wales .  A 
Kingwood cover to Moradabad, India, wi th  a s tr ip of 4 and 1 0¢ covers to St .  
Helena and B .  F. S tevens to London.  Also, a horizon tal pair  imperforate 
between . 

A photo of the cracked plate of the 1 2 ¢  denomination is included, whi le a 
whole new two pages of recent  research are included about the 1 5 ¢  and 2411: de
nominations.  

In terest ing i l lustrations of the American Ban k  Note issues include uses to 
Canada, to Germany,  to pay registration wi th mul tiples and blocks of the 1 0¢ 
and a s trip of 4 w i th the right s tamp imperforate between . The 1 5¢ includes an 
imprint strip of 8 overprin ted "SAMPLE" and a block of  25 of  the 90¢. 

Uuly s, 1967] 

Reprint of Chase's Classic U.S. S tamps 1845- 1 869 

A series of articles by Dr.  Carrol l  Chase, publ i shed some years ago, has been 
reprinted by Herman Herst, Jr . ,  wi th  the addit ion of photographs of pages from 
the col lection of Dr. Don H. S i lsby, beaut i fu l l y  i l lustrating the stamps, and 
describing a number of varieties .  Dr.  Chase ' s  art icles are helpful and ins tructive, 
but  contain certa in  information which has been rendered i naccurate by the dis
coveries of the past twenty-four years .  I t  i s  unfortunate that some edi t ing of  these 
writ ings was not done to bring the information up to date as of the t ime of  re
printing. 

For example,  for those who migh t  not have the la tes t  information as to certain 
of the earliest dates of use, the fol lowing gives reference by pages to the reprin ted 
work: 1 847-Page 1 -5¢ Ju ly  7, 1 847 ;  1 0¢ Ju ly  9, 1 847 .  1 85 1 -56-Page 7-5¢ 
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"local" rate. The distinction is  made 
because there was a true ferriage 
rate of a different sort in an earlier 
period. 

Actually, although captioned as a 
"strip " the co ver illustrated in Brook
man has three singles of the 1rt 1870 
grilled Banknote stamps, vertically 
arranged. 

The co ver to India has a strip of four 
of the 7rt stamp rather than the 6rt 
Continental, as might be implied here. 

The earliest date now known for the 
10rt 1847 stamp is July 2, 1847, and 
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several others of the dates listed ha ve 
been revised. 

A revised and greatly enlarged edition 
of this work was published by 
Leonard H Hartmann of Louis ville. 
Ky in 1984. 

Portions of this and the following 
columns are repeated in other sec
tions. See pages 100-101 and 122. 
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March 24 , 1 856 .  1 857 -60-Page 1 6- 1 ¢ ,  J u ly 25 ,  1 857 ,  3¢ (Type I ) ,  Feb.  28 ,  1 857 ;  
I O<r , Ju ly 27 ,  1 857 ;  1 2<t , July 30 ,  1 857 ; 24¢ , J u ly 7 ,  1 860; 90¢ , Sept. 1 1 , 1 860. 1 86 1 -
page 24- 1 ¢ ,  Augus l  1 7 ,  1 86 1 ; 2 <r  Ju ly  2 ,  1 863 ; 3 ¢  rose , Augus l  1 9 , 1 86 1 ;  5 ¢  red
brown,  Jan .  2, 1 862; 5¢ brown ,  Feb. 3, 1 863 ; 1 2¢ ,  Oct. 1 6 , 1 86 1 ; 24¢, red l i lac,  Jan .  
7 ,  1 862 ; 24¢ l i lac, Feb .  20 ,  1 863 ; 90¢ ,  Nov.  27 ,  1 86 1 . 

[August 25,  1 962] 

"The Forwarding Agents" 

The new book on The Forwarding A gen ts, by Kennelh Rowe, publ i shed by 
The Phi lalel ic Special is ls  Sociely of Toron lo,  Canada, is  lhe newesl in my l i 
brary. Mr.  Rowe has  had the courage to publ ish even though he knew there was 
much to be added. 

He provides a defini tion of a Forwarding Agent :  "A person, or firm , who 
undertakes to see thal the goods or correspondence of another are transported 
wi thout himself acting as courier . "  

Most early mail  traveling outside of  a country required lhe service of a For
warding Agent .  Later postal treaties came into being which gradual ly  displaced 
their use in postal operations .  

The book contains names of Forwarding Agen ts known lo  the  au thor a t  major 
ports the world around. It tabu lates type, sizes,  and colors of mark, years used 
and a rarity factor. The bibliography l i s ts some twen ty-nine books and articles 
from which data was compiled. Data is tabulated from 1 700 in Amslerdam to 
early 1 900 ' s  in South Africa and Hong Kong. 

Being a col lector of early Hawaiian mai l ,  some of the markings l is ted are 
avai lable and these addi tions and changes are noled : 

Page 92 Hawai i Honolu lu .  A .  P .  Everett, ova l ,  38x28; H .  T. F i lch , octagonal ,  
40x2 1 ,  my use 1 855; Gregory ' s  Honolu l u  Express , ova l ,  43x23 ,  1 852 (Gregory ' s  
Express disappeared in 1 853 so the  da le  should no l  be  later ! ) .  

Porter E .  Ogden , ova l ,  33x l 8, red a n d  black, 1 85 1 or 1 852;  Thomas Spencer, 
octagonal , 43x26, my use 1 857 ;  Starkey & Tanun & Company ,  ova l ,  40x23 ,  red, 
1 849 (unl i sled ) .  

Page 93 Hawaii - Lahaina Bush & Company,  truncaled reclangle, 36x l 7 !1, 
red, 1 850. 

Hawaii - Sandwich Is lands Makee Anthon & Company ,  ova l ,  4 l x24 .  
Many of lhe l i s l ings are from manuscripl  m arki ng, particu larly lhose prior lo 

1 820' s and 30 ' s .  Afler lhat l ime use of handslamps, circu lar, ova l ,  or reclangular 
came into use,  sometimes fol lowing a s traigh t l ine lype and mark. 

Some interes ting variations show up .  I have one cover bearing a Hamburg 
forwarder ' s  mark part ia l ly  covered by a 3¢ 1 85 1  appl ied when a group of let lers 
were posted in New York after being hand carried from Hamburg. 

Similar examples wilhin our coun lry can be found.  In  one ins lance a packel of 
New Orleans Price Curren ls were carried by s teamer lo Evansvi l le  to a forwarder 
who applied his handstamp and placed lhe balch in lhe Evansvi l le  post office i n  
lhe 1 850 ' s .  

[August 1 3, 1 966] 

"The Forwarding Agents" II 

The fol low i ng are noles, recommended correct ions ,  and poss i ble addi lions lo 
the forwarders l i s l ings for San Francisco, U.  S. page 1 50. 

Adams & Company , ova l ,  black, 1 85 1 - 1 853;  Gregory ' s  Express ,  type sel 3 - l ine, 
44 in blue; Ogden & Hayes , Oriental Line Agents ,  oval 38x20, blue 1 853 (un
li sled ) ;  Hy Schroder & Company ,  oval , 35x l 8 , b lue ,  1 862 (un l i sled) .  

The firsl Noisy Carrier ) i s l ing should read " From/Noisy Carr i ers/Mai l/77  
Long Wharf S .  F .  Cal . ,  reclangle, 42x24 , blue ,  black and green,  1 855 possibly 
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1 854 and 1 856, but no other. 
Who has seen the mark j ust described on a stampless cover? Please send photo 

or description . 
By Mai l  S teamer/From/Noisy Carrier, Scro l l ,  35x2 1 ,  black and red, 1 856 and 

1 857 only .  
Forwarded/via/Nicaragua/From/Noisy Carriers Publishing Hall ,  rectangle 

(pregnant topside) ,  5 I x29 green , 1 854 (only year used to my knowledge) .  
Noisy Carriers/ via Nicaragua/Publ ishing Hal l ,  negative in truncated rec

tangle, 5 l x l 9, blue and black, 1 853 only - only 3 known, 1 0. 
Forwarded/via/Independent  Line/ahead of everything/From Noisy Car

riers, rectangle pregnant top and bottom, 5 l x34 ,  blue, 1 854 use only ,  I O . 
Noisy Carriers/ Mail/  San Francisco, oval ,  46x32,  black 1 856 and 1 857 only .  
From the/ N oisy Carriers/ Publ i sh ing Hall/ San Francisco, Cal . ,  rectangular 

adhesive labe l ,  28x l 4 , black, 1 853 and 1 854.  
Noisy Carriers/ Publ i shing Hal l/  Long Wharf San Francisco/ Charles P.  

Kimball ,  Proprietor, TS/3 , ? ,  Black, 1 853?  I O. (un l isted) 
For photographs of covers bearing these markings, see the very fine article on 

Noisy Carriers by Basi l  Pearce in Apri l ,  1 963 issue of Western Express, publi shed 
by the Western Cover Society. 

Charles P. Kimbal l ,  later known as the Noisy Carrier, arrived in  San Fran
ci sco from Boston in  July of I 849. In October I 849 he establ i shed the Kimball  & 
Company ' s  Express operating from Sacramento to San Francisco. In  January 
1 850 he set up 35 letter boxes around San Franci sco, but took the boxes down in  
late February after he  found them fi l l ed w i th let ters to  the  East Coast on  which he 
could make no charges , but could only depos i t  them in the post office. Pre
payment of postage was not requ ired unt i l  1 855 .  Later, in  1 850, he published the 
firs t business directory of San Francisco, now a great rarity, but then a fai lure. 
However, he was successful in es tabl i shing a book and newspaper business 
which carried the Noisy Carrier name. 

[September 24, 1966) 

• 
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A Noisy Carrier forwarded co ver 
placed in the San Francisco post office 
in 1855 for transmission to New York . 
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To New York. from the west coast by 
the "INDEPENDENT LINE/AHEAD OF 
THE MA IL S/ UNCL E SA M/A NDI 
NORTH STAR/ VIA PA NAMA. " The 
mails were carried from San Francisco 
by the "Uncle Sam " and from Panama 
to New York by the "North Star. " 
where the co ver was mailed and 
postmarked on Sept 27. 1854. 

PHILA TELIC LITERA TURE 

"The Forwarding Agents" III 

More notes and recommended additions and changes in  l is t ings in  San Fran
cisco section , p. 1 5 1 .  

Those regularly reading Stamps no doubt  noticed Harry Fine ' s  article o n  G .P .  
Post and  Company in 25  June  1 966 issue.  The  G .B .  Post and  Company were San 
Francisco mai l  agents for the government of  Hawaii from 1 85 1  to 1 856. Page 1 5 1  
G. B .  Post and Company oval , 36x24 (my measurements )  1 852 on ly (only 2 or 3 
known) 1 0 . 

Page 1 5 1  Via Nicaragua Markings Via Nicaragua/ahead of the Mails ,  
rectangle, 58x22 (my examples measure ) ,  B lue, Black and Red, 1 853- 1 854.  

Via N icaragua/In advance of the Mai l s/Su l l ivan, oval ,  5 l x27,  Black, 1 854 .  
Via Nicaragua/In advance of the Mai l s/Leland, rectangle, 55x23,  B lue, 1 853 .  
Nicaragua Line/In advance/of the Mai l  - this mark was only u sed on mail 

from east to west by this route and was probably in use from 1 85 1  to 1 855 or 1 856 
at the lates t .  

Steamer Sierra Nevada/Via Nicaragua/advance of the  Mai l s  - oval ,  48x27, 
Black, 1 854 .  The Sierra Nevada arrived in  San Francisco 24 March 1 853 from the 
Atlantic. She reported a yel low fever epidemic at Panama. Her captain had died 
in this epidemic. 

Vanderbi l t  sold his  Nicaragua steamers to Accessory Transi t  Company on I O  

April 1 853  for cash and s tock i n  the Accessory Trans i t  Company.  
Using one of his s teamers , the Nort h Star, he sai led for Europe. On his  return 

he found he had lost control through s tock manipulation of his partners . Being 
a poor loser, in September he s tarted the Independent Line ahead of the Mails ,  
v ia Panama by sending the Un cle Sam to San Francisco to sai l  to Panama wi th 
"no s tops" to connect wi th Yan kee B lade and North Star. In May 1 854 the 
Yankee B lade was sen t to the Paci fic. 

The Vanderbi l t  competition proved too great so his competitors in the At
lantic and Pacific bought him out in September 1 854 ,  paying him $40,000 a 
month (un ti l  1 859) to s tay out of the business. 

Incidental ly ,  Vanderbi l t  changed San Francisco agents from G. B .  Post and 
Company to Fretz and Ralston in Apri l  1 854 .  

Independent Line/ Ahead of the Mai l s/Uncle Sam and North Star/via 
Panama, oval, 58x38, Black, 1 853 and 1 854 .  

As above "Yankee B lade and North Star " ,  oval ,  57x35,  Black, 1 854,  I O. 

[October 22, 1 966] 



LOCA L  A ND REGIONA L POSTA L  HIS TOR Y 

Local and Regional Post Office Histories 

During the past twenty years a number of  local ,  regional ,  and s tate post  office 
his tories or l i sts of post offices have appeared. In some vo lumes the two have 
been combined. 

I t  would seem that the number of such publ ications i s  on the increase. No Jess 
than five have appeared in the last several years, and there may have been others 
which have escaped the atten t ion of the edi tors of th i s  column and of  the review
ers of phi latel ic publications in the phi latel ic press .  

Al l  of these publications have a d i s t inct  place in  the scheme of th ings as they 
help a student in understanding some of the whys and wherefores of  the opera
tions of the Post Office Department and individual post offices. 

A partial l i s t  of those known to us  includes the fol lowing t i t les w i th the year of 
their publi cation: 

Boston Posta l /\1a rkings to 1 890- M .  C. Blake and W . W. Davis  ( 1 949 )  
The Posta l History of  Western New York -P it t  Petri ( 1 960 ) 
Postal  Mark ings of Mary land 1 766-1 855-Roger T. Powers ( 1 960) 
Early Post Offices-Chautauq ua  Cou n ty ,  New York-C. Malcolm Nichols 

( 1 960) 
C h i l licothe, Oh lo, A Posta l  H istory -Robert D .  West ( 1 959) 
Postal Facilit ies and Postmarks-District of L o u isiana, the Territory of 

Louisiana and the Territory of M issouri  1 804- 1821 - C. Corwi th Wagner ( 1 960) 
to which was added St. L o u is Posta l Facilit ies and Postmarks; 1 821 - 1861 

Mich igan Postal  Markings-Maurice F. Cole ( 1 95!) )  
Maine  Postal  History and Post marks-S terl ing T. Dow ( 1 943 )  
Kamas Post Offices-Robert W .  Baugh man ( 1 96 1 ) 
Florida Pos tal  History and Posta l Mark ings during t he stamp less period-

Pickett ,  R ice & Spelman ( 1 957 )  
A Cen tury of Californ ia Postoffice.1 -Walter N .  Frickstad ( 1 955 )  
A Century of Nevada Pos toffz ces-Fricks tad , Thra l l  & Meyers ( 1 95 8 )  
Po.i ta l  Hzstory uf Cm hocton Coun ty 1 805-1 961 -Mir iam C. H unter ( 1 96 1 ) 
A rizona Territory Pos t Office.1 & Postmaster.1 -John and L i l l ian Theobald 

( 1 96 1 )  
Information as to others not  included above is so l ici ted from our readers. 

[August 3, 1 963) 

More On Post Office Histories And Lists 

Our column of August  3 ,  1 963 was devoted to a l i s t ing of local ,  regional and 
state post office his tories and l i sts of pos t  offices .  Our readers were asked to add to 
the l i s t  i f  they could .  From our correspondence on the subj ect ,  here are addi 
tional t i t les :  

Phi lately Be low Zero, A Posta l History of A laska-James S .  Couch ( 1 953 )  
A Chrono logy of Florida Post Offices-Aford G .  Bradbury and E .  S tory 

Hal lock ( 1 962 ) .  
First  Post Offices With in the  Boun daries of O k lahoma-George H .  Shirk 

( 1 948)  
A Check L ist  of the  Terr i toria l  Post  Offices of M innesota - Jefferson Jones 

( 1 949 ) .  This was reprin ted by Fritz B i l l ig  in  his Philatel ic Handbook No. 1 6  
( 1 952) .  

A Postal History of Delaware-Harvey Cochran Bounds ( 1 938 ) .  This  was 
reprinted by Fritz B i l l ig in his Ph i latelic Handbook No. 26 ( 1 957 ) .  

The Post Offices of The  D istrict  of  Maine-Arthur Hecht and Pau l  Hanne
mann-( 1 957 )  appears in B i l l ig ' s  Ph i latel ic  Handbook No.  28 ( 1 960) 

The Post Offices of Southwestern Indiana-Postal  History B u l le t in No.  4 of 
the Evansvil l e  S tamp Club ( 1 956) 

Ji 

While most  of  these references are 
s till pertinent or useful. some have 
been largely superseded or updated. 
Others ha ve been incorporated into 
larger works. 
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The Hill and Kon wiser work has been 
completely superseded by works of 
George E. Hargest. Charles J Starnes 
and others. For an authoritative rate 
table. see Starnes ' "United States 
L etter Rates to Foreign Destinations. 
1847 to GPU-UPU " published by 
L eonard H. Hartmann. Louisville. Ky . 
1982 

Much of the postal history material 
included in Ashbrook, Vol. II is also 
included in Neinken 's "The United 
States Ten Cent Stamp of 1855-59. " 
Also see "Simpson 's U S. Postal 
Markings. 1851�1 "by TJ. Alexander. 
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Posta l History of S heboygan County, Wisconsin -Ray Van Handel , Sr .  (No 
year date given ) 

L ist  of a l l  known P. O . 's in the  Territory and State of Wisconsin -Wisconsin 
Postal His tory Society ( 1 948)  ( reprin ted 1 953 )  

We are also advi sed that  there i s  in  preparation "Terr i toria l  Pos t  Offices , wi th  
l is t ing of a l l  known covers , Wisconsin Terri tory and pre-Wiscons in offices in  
Michigan Terri tory " .  

I n  addi tion to the foregoing Dr. Sheldon H .  Dike has i ssued the fol lowing 
l is ts :  

The Territoria l Post Offices of A rizona 
The Territoria l Post  Offices of Co lorado 
The Territoria l Post Offices of New Mex ico 
There are at least four  other groups working in the s tate pos tal h i s tory field 

which should be recorded : 
I l l inois Postal His tory Society 
Iowa Postal His tory Society 
Peninsular S tate Ph i l a te l ic  Society, Inc. devoted to M ichigan Postal H i story 
Vermont Philatel ic Society 
Each of the foregoing  have regular publications devoted to the postal h i s tory 

field as wel l  as to the postal markings of their states .  
These are certainly not  a l l  which should be included so let us hear from you as 

to any others. There i s  i n terest as our mail has been heavy on this  subject .  

[September 14, 1963) 

Postal Rates To and From The United States 

In our travels around it is qui te apparent that more is going to be discovered 
and publ i shed on this  fascinating subj ect in years to come.  

A recent  program of the Chicago Col lectors Club discussed rates to England, 
France, Bremen, Hamburg, and Prussia .  The group is a t tempting lo in terest i ts 
very dist inguished members who are not col lectors of U .  S .  stamps or covers to 
join in a research proj ect on the rates from the coun try or countries of their in
terest to the Uni ted S tates .  We hope they are successfu l .  

In terest  shown al  that meeting in  a n  ear ly table o f  rates publ i shed i n  Stamps 
magazine thirty years ago by George Hi l l  and Harry Konwiser prompts me to 
wonder i f  a s tart of a b ib l iography on th i s  subj ect  might  in teres t our readers .  

Your edi tors start th i s  wi th  trepidation, but  we are  a lways encouraged when 
our readers come to our rescue. So here goes :  
Stamps - "Foreign Rates of the Uni ted States Post Office 1 847- 1 875 . " George 
Hi l l  and H. M. Konw i ser ,  Apri l 1 3 , May 1 1 , J une 22 ,  J u n e  29 ,  J u l y  6, 1 93 5 .  

Stan ley B .  Ash brook ,  1 9 th  Crn t u ry l ' . S. Postal H is tory be t ter known as 
"Special Service" ,  

Frank S taff, T h e  Transa t lan t ic M a i l  
Stamp Specia list - G ray Book Arthur L inz  - "Early Foreign Ma i l  Service From 

Peru . "  
Boggs ' Canada Volume I ,  
M .  C .  B lake and W .  W .  Davis B oston Pos ta l  Mark ings t o  1 890. 
Stamps - "Baker ' s  U .S .  Classics , "  Bri t i sh 1 0/3/64 ; 2127165 . Harges t 717 ;  

71 1 4 ,  712 1 ,  7/28/62 ; 2 1 1 1 , 1 2/8, and 1 2/29/62. French-Harges t 1 /5 ,  4/27,  5/4, 
618, 61 1 5163; 4/4, 4/ 1 8 ,  4/25.  B ib l iography - 8/ 1 5/64. 

For Rates During 1 85 1 -6 1  Period Only: S tan ley B .  Ashbrook, The Un ited 
States O n e  Cent Stamp of 1 851 -5 7. Volume II; T .  W.  S impson , U. S.  Postal 
Mark ings ,  1 851 - 1861 . 

[February 26, 1966) 



POSTMA S TERS GENERA LS' R EPOR TS 

Postal Rates Bibliography 

Erwin A. Fiero of Ardmore, Pennsylvania,  rem inds us that we should add 
Joseph Waldo Sampson ' s  U. S .  Postage Ra tes (Handbook #25) ,  Colo n ia l  to 1 918  
to  the  l i s t  in our  26 ,  February 1 966 col umn.  We have this  in  our l i brary and 
should not have overlooked i t . 

[M ay 7, 1 966) 

Postmasters General Reports as Source Material 

The reports of our Postmasters General are a very good source of in formation 
on postal h i s tory , and in  fact ,  data as to the s tamps themselves w i l l  also be found 
buried there . 

Some, of course, are rather sketchy and leave unanswered quest ions which, 
while of tremendous i nteres t today,  seemingly never occurred to the incumbents 
of the office at  the time. For example ,  the early pos ta l  arrangemen ts wi th  foreign 
governments were not set ou t  in deta i l ,  though beginn ing about 1 850,  more care 
was taken to report the action taken, and one can find the precise detai l s  of some 
of the later in ternational arrangements by reference to these vol umes.  

The history of the fight to do away with the private expresses; the difficu l ties 
encountered as to transportation costs wi th  certain rai l roads; and the cont inual 
fight to balance the postal budget ,  par ticularly after the gold rush to Cal i fornia, 
resul ted in  a constan t clamor for more and bet ter pos tal arrangements between 
the West Coast and the Eas tern seaboard are con ta ined in the pages of these 
reports .  

The fol lowing tabu lat ion of the number of post offices as taken from these 
reports is of in terest in showing the s teady increases in  the number of  pos toffices 
during the pre Civi l War era of western expansion beginning w i th 1 847 .  

Year No. of Post Offices Increase 
June 30th 

1 847 1 5 , 1 46 
1 848 1 6, 1 59 1 , 0 1 3  
1 849 1 6, 747 588 
1 850 1 8, 4 1 7  1 , 670 
1 85 1  1 9, 796 1 , 442 
1 852 20,90 1 1 , 7 1 9  
1 853 22, 320 1 , 4 1 9  
1 854 23 , 548 1 , 228 
1 855 24 ,4 1 0  862 
1 856 25 , 565 I ,  1 55 
1 857 26, 586 1 , 02 1 
1 858 27 ,977  1 , 39 1 
1 859 28 ,539 562 
1 860 28,498 - 4 1 
1 86 1  28 , 586 88 

The reduction in post offices reflected in the one year, 1 860, i s in teres t ing 
though unexplained. Actual ly ,  during the fiscal year ending June 30,  1 1 40 new 
post offices were establ ished whi le  1 1 8 1  were discont inued. 

The report for 1 860 a l so discloses that 6, 555 new postmasters were appointed 
or approximately 23% of the total offices were held by new appoin tees .  Of these 
4 ,2 1 4  were to fi l l  vacancies occasioned by res ignations, 685 by removals ,  267 by 
deaths,  249 by changes of name and s i tes and I ,  1 40 by the establ i shment  of new 
offices . 

[October 3 1 ,  1 964) 
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Actually. as A uditor. Washington was 
6th Auditor of  the Treasury. "For the 
Post Office Department. , . Thus. he was 
not a direct employee of the Pos t  
Office Department and  not directly 
responsible to the Postmas ters 
General. 

THE POSTA L  LA WS A ND REG ULA TIO NS 

United S tates Postal Laws and Regulations 

An in teres ting and helpful addi tion to the l ibrary of a Postal H i s tory student  is  
a col lection of the P .  L .  & R's  of the Uni ted S tates Post Office Departmen t. The 
forming of  such a col lection however, can prove to be a very frus tra t ing 
endeavor .  

After a number of years spen t in  pursuing the e lu s ive volumes,  one of your 
rdi tors has managed to acquirr origi na l s  or photos ta t ic  reproduct ions of thr 
postal laws and regulat ions for the fol lowing years :  1 794 ,  1 800, 1 8 1 0, 1 8 1 2 , 1 8 1 7 , 
1 820, 1 825 ,  1 828, 1 832 ,  1 843 , 1 847 ,  1 852,  1 855 ,  1 857 ,  1 859 ,  1 866, 1 873 ,  1 879, 1 887 
and 1 893.  There are also edi tions of 1 798, 1 804, 1 808 and 1 8 1 8 . The 1 855 ,  1 857 
and 1 859 edi t ions were privately prin ted.  They were adopted for use by the post  
office department ,  no funds being avai lable for their compilat ion,  prin t ing and 
publication at  public expense. 

I t  i s  to be noted that the  publ icat ion of these edit ions was at  vary ing in tervals .  
This  meant  that  many t imes during the firs t seventy - five years of  our country ' s  
pos tal h i s tory the supply of regu lations became exhausted thereby occas ioning 
considerable inconven ience to pos tmasters of newly establ ished offices. Between 
the dates of the edi tions l i s ted one finds one or two page pri n ted ins tructions 
arising from changes in the regula tions necessi ta ted by amendmen ts to the 
postal laws. Also now and again the principal regu lations would be repr inted in 
abbreviated form for the guidance of new postmasters . 

There were also certa in  privately prin ted excerpts from the pos tal laws and 
regulations which were largely concerned with foreign and domestic rates. 
These, however, were primarily des igned for sale to the publ ic and not to post
masters .  Two exceptions to this  type of  publ ication are known. A publ ication 
known as The Un ited Sta tes Posta l  Guide and 0 ffic ia l A dvert iser was edi ted and 
publi shed by Peter G .  Washington ,  monthly ,  for a period of two years beginning 
with the issue of July ,  1 850. Mr. Washington had been Audi tor for the Post 
Office Department unt i l  November, 1 849 having been w i th the Departmen t for 
fourteen years prior to that  t ime.  He was,  prev ious to h i s  being in the Post Office 
Department ,  a Clerk in the War Departmen t and subsequen t to that in the 
Treasury Department .  

At a la ter period of t ime a s imi lar monthly publ ication was publ ished in  New 
York under the name of  the Un ited States Mail  and Post  Office A s s is ta n t . This 
publ ication began w i th the November, 1 860 issue and con tinued at  leas t unt i l  
December, 1 875 .  The publ i sher was  J .  Holbrook who had been for many years a 
Special Agent in the Post Office Department .  Nei ther could have persis ted had i t  
not been for the  lack of in formation avai lable from the  Post Office Department 
i tself a t  a period of t ime when the postal  service was undergoing rapid expan
s10n.  

'1 1 is  to be notrd that  there \\' lT<" i n  rxis tencc a s  of June 30 ,  1 84 7 ,  1 5 , 1 4 6 post  
offices and that thirteen years la ter on July  30, 1 860, the number of post offices 
es tabl ished had increased to 28,498. There were establ i shed during the thirteen 
year period an average of over 1 ,000 new post offices a year but this  does not tel l  
the whole s tory . For example ,  in 1 850, 1 ,979 new pos t  offices were establi shed 
while 309 were being discont inued. I t  is qu i te certain that  there were no copies of 
the 1 847 edi tion of the postal laws and regu lat ions available for dis tr ibution in 
1 850 to the new postmasters. 

Too, the regu lations left many quest ions unanswered and in fu ture columns 
we wi l l  demonstrate that  fact by quoting some interest ing questions and answers 
to the edi tors of the publ icat ions noted which show the di fficu l ty postmasters 
experienced in trying to in terpret the regulations .  

[November 1 0, 1962] 



FA MOUS FINDS 

Famous Finds 

A number of individuals,  fami l ies ,  lodges, banks, and corporations of  o ther 
years have made i t  possible for you and me to col lect the covers of  years gone by. 
In  many instances the stampless covers have preserved the letters wi th the postal 
markings. A lesser number of envelopes still  have the letters enclosed, whi le  the 
larger n u m ber have been separa ted.  

Some correspondence provides the l argest number of known covers to a 
foreign country , and in some cases , the only  items known. For example,  the E .  0 .  

Crosby correspondence to  Guatemala.  
The relative scarcity of the stamps of  l arger denominations hinges on the 

number of  remaining covers which used these stamps. For example ,  a correspon
dence that used a number of the 90¢ 1 869 has yet to be found, whi le  the recen t 
find of covers to South America showing mul t iple uses of the 24¢ 1 869, i l lu
s trates this point .  

Some finds ,  such as the Buchanan, Carro l l ;  Carrol l ,  Hoy & Co. , o f  New 
Orleans, and the Augustine Heard & Co. , f inds are famous for the tremendous 
number of i tems they contained. 

The Briggs correspondence to Jefferson Terri tory and the Mrs. George Evans 
correspondence of Gardiner, M aine, which provided the three sets of  matched 
1 0¢ 1 847  spl i ts are noted for the unusual  items they produced. 

Below we wi l l  start to l i s t  a few finds which have come to our a t tention. We 
invite you to add to the l is t .  Be sure to speci fy the years covered when reporting to 
us .  

Postmaster Provisionals :  Bal t imore-M iss Julia M ayer; St .  Louis-Messrs. 
Charnley & Whelen,  Phi ladelphia. 

1 847  I ssue :  D . S .  Kennedy, Esq.  Montreal  to New York; E .  S .  Whelen & Co. ,  S t. 
L o u  i s  t o  P h i  I a d d  p h  i a .  P; 1 . :  ;\ l e s s  r s .  L u d l o w  8l'l' be & C :o . .  P h i  ! a d d  p h  i a - t 1 sl 'd to  
plate  the 1 0¢ 1 847 ,  ( see Mi l ler Col lection in the New York Public Library ) ;  Mrs .  
George Evans ,  Gardiner, Me. , to Brattleborough, Vt . ;  Forbes & E lmood, Jol iette, 
I l l inois ;  Brown & Sons, Balt imore, Mary land; Mrs.  E. E .  Turner, South Boston, 
Mass . ;  M iss Catherine McKie, South Easton, New York; Mr. Purdy, of  Purdy & 
Hal l ,  Mansfield, Ohio;  Sarah E .  W. D .  Pratt ,  New London, Conn.  

Stampless :  James Hunnewel l ,  Honolulu  to  Boston; S tephen H .  Lathrop, 
Esq . ,  Honolulu to New Bedford, Mass. 

[October I O, 1 964] 
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"Finds " of the nature described here 
are usually kno wn by the names of 
the addressees of the covers. which 
were often sent from a large variety 
of sources. 

As of this time, the Miller collection is 
not on public display due to the theft 
of major items from the collection. 

Two 20tt and a 10tt St. Louis "Bear" 
used to make up a SOit rate to Charn
ley & Whelen. 
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A ' 'Bissell ' '  cover to India with the 22C 
rate paid by 10C and 12C U S  stamps 
of 1869. 

FA MOUS FINDS 

More Famous Finds Listed 

Our colu m n  for October 1 7 , 1 964, in troduced this  subject and we inv i ted you 
to add to our l i s t .  We w i l l  cont inue our l is t ing by i ssues .  

1 85 1  Issue: B uchanan Carrol l  & Company,  New Orleans ,  La. ; Mrs .  E .  S .  
Mul ford, Patchogue, Long I sland, N .  Y . ;  Gold H i l l  Lodge #32 F&AM ,  Gold 
H i l l ,  Placer County,  Cal i fornia; En terpri se Lodge #70 F&A M ,  Yuba Ci ty ,  Yuba 
County Cal i fornia;  L .  L .  H argous,  Vera Cruz ,  Mexico .  

1 857 Issue :  L .  L .  Hargous ,  Vera Cruz, M ex ico; Carrol l  H oy & Company, New 
Orleans, La . ; L .  S .  Briggs to Jefferson Terri tory (organized in 1 86 1  but never 
recognized by Congress-became a part of Kansas Terri tory ) ;  Louis  Payen & 
Company,  Lyon,  France; Augustine Heard & Company, Hong Kong and 
Shanghai ;  E .  0. Crosby, Guatemala City ,  Guatemala;  Edwin F.  Howland, Port 
E l izabeth, Cape of Good H ope; Mr .  Henry Wetherbee,  San Francisco, Cali 
fornia; Hon .  J .  W .  Denver, Washington , D .  C .  and Wi lmington,  Ohio; Mrs .  
Downing, London, England. 

1 86 1  Issue :  Augustine Heard & Company ;  Crosby; and Howland previously 
l i s ted, and John M. N ixon , Jr . ,  Shanghai ,  C hina;  Smi th ,  Archer & Company, 
Hong Kong, China; Mr .  Josiah P ierce, Messrs. W inans ,  H arri son & Winans, St .  
Petersburg, Russia ;  Hon. James Monroe, Rio de Janeiro ,  Braz i l ;  Albert P. 
Goodhue , Zanz ibar; Rev.  L.  Bi ssel l ,  Ahmednugger, India .  

[February 27 ,  1 965] 

Rev. Lemuel Bissell  Correspondence 

The Bisse l l  correspondence extends from 1 868 to 1 875 ,  a period of seven years 
and six mon ths .  

The Rev . Lemuel Bi ssel l ,  who served as a mis s ionary to India  for the forty 
years from 1 85 1  to 1 89 1 , was born in 1 822 at South Windsor, Conn .  He grad

. ua ted from Western Reserve Col lege in 1 845 and the Seminary in  1 848 .  
He married Mary E l izabeth Beaumon t at  C leveland, Ohio, Apri l  3 ,  1 85 1 ,  and 

was ordai ned the fol lowing Apri l  9th .  Dr.  and Mrs .  B i ssel l  sai led for India from 
B o s t o n  ;\ L I \  8. I W> I .  go i n g ; i rn 1 1 1 1d  t h (' Cql l '  of C o<H! I l o pl'  a n d  ; 1 r r i \  i n g  ; 1 t 

Bombay on August 27th .  
Dr .  Bisse l l  was stationed at  Sirur ,  a smal l  town eas t  of Bombay, from 1 85 1  to 

1 861  as a representative of the American Boards of Commissioners for Foreign 
Mi ssions of the Congregational Chri st ian Church .  

.AHMEDlfUGGUR, 
INDIA. 
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In  1 86 1  he moved about  th ir ty-f ive mi les northwes t of Si ru r  to Ahmednugger to 
conduct a school for catech i s ts .  The s tudy course i nc luded h i gher mathemat ics ,  
natural ph i losophy,  as tronomy,  the Bible ,  moral sc ience and Engl i sh .  He had an 
in tense i n teres t in as tronomy .  

In  1 865 he became miss ionary- secre tary for the  American Marathi  Mis s ion .  In 
th i s  pos i t ion he was known for his carefu lness ,  accuracy , a nd i mpartia l i ty .  

Dr .  B i sscl l ' s  sermons most ly  given i n  Marath i ,  and rarely  in E ngl i sh ,  were 
known for their careful  preparation and eloq uence of presen ta t ion.  He was an 
unusual i nd ividua l ,  forceful  in speech, accurate in accoun t i ng,  loved by his  
assoc iates ,  and possessed of the rare abi l i ty to impart knowledge and Chris 
tiani ty in a s imple and unders tandable manner. 

The late J .  M. Barte l s  was once approached by a New E ngland col lector re
present ing two of Rev. Bisse l l  's daughters, offer ing a lot of about  J OO covers . Al l  
but  two of these covers were from the Board of  Fore ign M i ss ions of the Con
gregat ional Chri s tian Church in  Boston , Mass . , to the Secretary of the M arathi 
M i ssion , Rev. Lemuel Bi ssel l .  One cover was from the American Board of 
Foreign Miss ions B ible House, New York, June  28, 1 87 1 ,  and one other from 
New Haven, Conn .  

This  group o f  covers was outs tanding because o f  the unusua l ly  large n u mber 
of high-value stamps on smal l  s i ze covers .  The condi t ion of  the mark i ngs, 
s tamps and covers was much above average . 

Many of the covers were double ,  triple and q uadruple rates rou ted via South
ampton to India a t  28<t and la ter 22<t per  half  ounce .  Covers da ted 1 873 to 1 875 
were rou ted overland via Br indis i  w i th a rate of  28<t , except for August  and Sep
tember 1 875 .  when the rate was 27<t .  

[July 3, 1 965] 

The "Carroll Hoy" Correspondence 

Continuing our s tories of wel l known series of correspondence, we come to a 
correspondence which is represen ted in  every col lection of I q: and 3<t covers. 

These l etters were addressed to Hoy & Co. ; Buchanan, Carro l l  & Co. ; and 
Carrol l  Hoy & Co. a l l  comm i ss ion agents  who were doing a large sou thern 
business .  

The finder was a Dane and the owner of  the Old H i ckory H a u fbrau in  New 
Orleans .  I n  1 9 1 2  he mai led a not ice offering a number  of covers bearing postal 
markings and fancy cancel lations of sou thern pos t  offices to col lectors and 

1\. ' , . - . - . ,, . . , • -�- . v . -�-.. , � 
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A co ver from the famous Carroll, Hoy 
correspondence with the rare N 0. & 
VICKS RIV. M (New Orleans & Vicks
burg River Mail) route agent marking 
applied aboard the Steamer "Princess. " 
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dealers in the north.  
Phi l  Ward was one of these col lectors at  the t ime, and arranged a trip  to meet 

the gentleman. He offered for sale severa l barrels  fi l led w i th covers bearing s trips 
of three of 1 ¢  and 3¢ covers of the 1 85 1  issue. 

H is price was I ¢  for each stamp on the cover regardless of other markings on 
the covers .  M r. Ward picked out $2 worth or some 1 80 covers wi th attract ive 
markings . 

The New Orleans tavern owner la ter re turned to his native Denmark w i th his  
w i fe, shipping the unsold portion of his f ind to New York. 

F . B .  PO\n'I bough ! l h t' 10 1  for S 1 ; 1 1 1 l n  G i bbon s .  I n c. .  a n d  D r.  C 1 1ro l l  C h a s t ' 

purchased the greater portion of this  lot .  He became in teres ted in the M iss iss ippi 
packet markings he found.  This was the s tart of  his  many years of  s tudy and 
writing about the 3¢ denomination of the 1 85 1  issue. 

This correspondence was tremendous. I t  included hundreds of 3¢  Nesbitt  
envelopes , many wi th in teresting markings .  Some very unusual i tems turned 
up, such as a quarter of a 1 2¢ 1 85 1  used to pay the 3¢ rate, a bisected 1 2¢ 1 85 7 used 
to pay the 6¢ rate, and a number of 1 2¢ 1 85 l ' s .  

The studies of a number of s tuden ts of the l <t  and 3¢  s tamps and the other 
markings of the period created a demand for these i tems and their value in
creased steadi ly .  Mr .  Ward ' s  $2 purchases sold later for over $2,000. 

Has anyone addit ional in formation to add to this s tory? 

[November 1 3, 1965] 

Our Readers Write About the Carrol l  Hoy Correspondence 

E.  D .  P iper of Lakewood, Ohio ,  has kept a running record of ar ticles from 
Mekeel's and Stamps of various reports abou t this  find. They are reported here. 

The oldest was that of  Charles J. Phi l l ips in Mekee l 's of May 26, 1 930,  who 
reported that E .  B. Power received a lot of 1 00 unused 3 -cen t 1 85 1  's ,  priced at 
$75.00; soon learned that John ] .  K lemann and two or three other New York 
dealers had received s imi lar lots of 1 00. None of  the stamps had original gu m. 
Power went direct to N ew Orleans ,  met the owner, and bought the whole lot ,  
eleven large packing cases . 

Phi l  Ward ' s  first article in Mekeel ':, September 23 ,  1 935 ,  reports that "when 
the owner came through New York a few months later on h i s  way to Europe, he 
brought the material and sold half  to E. B .  Power and ha l f  to J. W. Scott. " 

Harry Konwiser quotes Eus tace B .  Power in  the January 1 9, 1 936, issue of 
Stamps as saying that Power received a lot of  covers from New Orleans, 
consisting of about 1 ,000 stamps, found that other dealers in  New York Ci ty has 
received s imilar lots and then took a train to New Orleans at once, where he 
purchased the find, pay ing $ 1 , 1 00 for the lot. 

Mr. P iper wri tes "Your article does not mention the Tuscum bia Postmaster ' s  
Provisional ,  which I bel i eve was the first one discovered. " Right you are, Mr.  
P iper . 

The Luff-Clark book on Postmaster Provis ionals says ,  "This  hand stamped 
provisional was first di scovered in  1 9 1 2 . Two copies were found in the famous 
Carrol l -Hoy correspondence. " 

Hubert Scruggs wri tes from B i rm ingham, A labama: " Robert Sydney Nelson, 
of Selma, Alabama, l i ved part of the t ime with his  brother in B irmingham in 
1 9 1 0  unt i l  his dea th .  As  a n active col l (' (  tor wi t h  l i t t le money , age in 1 9 1 2 , 6 years 
old; 1 9 1 4 , 8 years, I would  after school run errands for Mr .  Nelson,  who depended 
qui te heavi ly  on paregoric .  Many a t ime I would ride my bicycle a half  mi le  to 
pick up a pint  or quart for h im.  

"Mr. Nelson then made his  l iv ing searching for and atta in ing s tamp material ,  
mostly Confederates. He had a l is t  of cl ients over the S tates and also did a great 



THE CA RROLL HO Y FIND 

deal of mai l ing, offering good prices for acceptable material . A reply  to one of 
his  form letters was from New Orlean s and I clearly remember his trip to New 
Orleans to buy material  in  about 1 9 1 2 . 

"On h i s  return he was qui te sat isfied wi th h i s  trip and he showed me the first 
envelopes I ever saw from 'Carro l l  & Hoy' on embossed stamp envelopes. Mr. 
Nelson showed me over two dozen or more of these letters wi th Packet & S team
boat names from Alabama Pons lo these cotton factors . He referred lo the se l ler 
as a ' Damn Dutchman ' . "  

Uanuary l ,  1 966) 

Three 1857 type V stamps canceled 
by the purser's marking of the steamer 
"R. W McRae. " From an agent of the 
Geo. D. Hite Co. of Ne w Orleans, 
somewhere up the Mississippi, and 
addressed to Carroll, Hoy & Co. 

. -. d 

Addressed to Buchannon, Carroll & 
Co. at New Orleans, the cover bears 
the double oval "ROUTE/7309" route 
agent marking used on the New 
Orleans and Vicksburg route, July, 
1858 until in 1861. This co ver was 
postmarked aboard the Steamer 
"Princess. " 

Tracing of "STEAMER McRAE" oval 
used to cancel the stamps on the 
co ver belo w (reduced). 

From the local Yazoo, Tchula and 
Tallahatchie River Packet, "Countess. " 
and postmarked at Charleston, Mis
sissippi, circa 1866. 

Addressed to Joseph Hoy & Co. , 
the last identity of the Carroll, Hoy 
companies . 

39 
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A Confederate New Orleans SC post
master 's pro visional s tamp on a 
co ver carried by the s teamer "Vicks
burg " to Carroll. Hoy & Co. at New 
Orleans. The stamp was placed upon 
the co ver somewhere upriver from 
New Orleans. but the letter entered 
the mails there. 

FAMOUS FINDS 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Our column in  Stamps for 1 3 th Nov. 1 965 on the Carrol l  Hoy correspondence 

resu l ted in  two letters , among others, which we would l i ke to share w i th our 
readers. 

The first is from David  Kohn,  president of the Confederate S tamp Al l iance. 
H is letter reads in part as fol lows :  

"The Carrol l Hoy correspondence gave to  Con federate col l ectors many scarce 
and some un ique  covers . 

" In  my own col lection I have more than fi fty Hand Stamp Paids,  a good 
number being from scarce states, such as Arkansas and Texas. " 

Following i s  a l i s t  of the "hand stamp paids" reported by Mr.  Kohn: in 
Alabama, Liv i ngston ; in  Arkansas, Col umbia , Florence, Helena , Lake Vi l lage, 
Lewisvi l le, Monticel lo and Princeton; in Lou is iana ,  Alexandria, Baldwin, 
Baton Rouge, Chenev i l le ,  Cl inton, Homer,  J ackson , M iden, Monroe, 
Shreveport and St. Joseph; in  M iss i ss ippi ,  Canton, Carro l l ton, C l in ton, 
Coffevi l le, Colu mbus, Greenwood, Holly Springs ,  Lexington (un ique) ,  
Liv ingston , M aiden, Natchez, Osyka,  Preston ( u n ique) ,  Sataria, Vaiden 
(un ique) ,  W i nona and Yazoo Ci ty ;  in Texas, Boston, Aust in ,  Clarksv i l le ,  J asper, 
Jefferson, San August ine and Spring H i l l ; and in  V irginia ,  Farmvi l le .  

Uanuary 22 ,  1 966] 
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Carroll-Hoy Correspondence Again 

Another l etter inspired by the column on the Carrol l -Hoy correspondence, 
discussed here in the 1 3  November 1 965 issue,  was received from Robert W. 
Werner of New Rochelle ,  New York. M r. Werner provides the fo l lowing in
formation regarding the Carro l l -Hoy Company :  

"The firm of  B uchannan , Carro l l  & Company a n d  the firm of  Joseph Hoy & 
Company were predecessor and successor respectively of Carrol l -Hoy & 
Company .  

" In  1 850 the  firm of Buchannan, Carrol l  & Company, Commiss ion Mer
chants, was l i s ted as doing business at 85 Gravier S treet. The principals were 
Henry Buchannan and ] .  W. Carrol l .  This firm continued to be listed under the 
same name through the year 1 858 but moved to 20 U n ion S treet in 1 854. 

"In 1 859 the firm of Buchannan , Carrol l  & Company disappeared and no 
Henry Buchannan was l i s ted ei ther; however, the firm of Carrol l ,  Hoy & Com 
pany , Commission Merchants and Cottons Factors, was l isted as doing business 
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at 38 Perdido Street. The principa l s  were Joseph W. Carrol l  and Joseph Hoy. 
This firm remained l i s ted under the same name in 1 860 and 1 86 1 ,  but  w i th the 
addi tion of Wil l iam V. Kimball as a member in 1 860, and the further addi tion of  
J .  N .  N iven in 1 86 1 . 

"No Directors were available for the years 1 862 through 1 865. I n  1 866 Carrol l ,  
Hoy & Company was l i s ted bu t wi thout Wil l iam V .  K imball  as a member. 

" In  1 867 Carrol l ,  Hoy & Company was l i s ted wi th Joseph W. Carrol l ,  Joseph 
Hoy, and Charles H ardenbergh as principals .  In the same year is fou nd Joseph 
Hoy & Company with J oseph Hoy, Wi l l iam J. Patt ison and James M. Pattison 
as partners doing business as Cotton Factors & Commission Merchants at 36 
Perdido Street. 

" No directories for 1 869-70 but in 1 872 Joseph Hoy & Company was l is ted . No 
directory in 1 873 but by 1 874 Joseph Hoy & Company had disappeared . "  

[February 5 ,  1966] 

Carrol l-Hoy Correspondence Continued 

Last week we quoted a portion of  the letter from Robert W. Werner regarding 
the Carrol l -Hoy correspondence. Further information and a query from Mr.  
Werner fol lows: 

" I t  is recognized that your article deal t  with U . S .  S tamps; however , it is  of 
interest that the Carrol l ,  Hoy & Company correspondence was one of  the great
est, if not the greates t, s ingle source of  Confederate S tates covers, many of  which 
are in the rares t categories. Virtual ly  every Confederate cover collection has at 
least one Carrol l -Hoy cover , and col lections of subs tance con tain a w ide variety. 
This extremely large accumulation was produced in  a comparatively short 
period between the secession dates of the various Sou thern States in early 1 86 1  to 
the fal l  of New Orleans in Apri l  1 862 . 

"The correspondence addressed to B uchannan, Carrol l  & Company, and 
Joseph H oy & Company produced, of  course, only U . S .  Covers in  the Pre - and 
Post-war periods . 

"You relate that this  find was made by a Danish tavern owner in  New Orleans 
who advertised this correspondence in 1 9 1 2 . This poses many questions of 
interes t .  

"These firms were in  business for a period of 24 years w i th numerous moves, 
changes of  partners and a four-year war thrown in. It i s  amaz ing to think that the 
gigantic correspondence of all three firms was preserved as a uni t  over such a 
long eventfu l  period as the growing files or barrels must  have undergone many 
moves and would normal ly  be subj ected to the inevi table clean-outs .  A lso, where 
was this l arge bulk s tored during the m any  years after these firms disappeared 
from the business scenes? I t  may have s imply been left behind in a cel l ar or s tore 
with a reluctance to perform any unnecessary houseclean ing. It is  also l ikely that 
ini t ial ly ei ther Carrol l or Hoy preserved the correspondence privately and later it 
may have passed to the fami ly .  Probably the tavern owner acquired i t  w i thin a 
short time prior to 1 9 1 2 , but is there any information as to the source of  this 
acquis i tion ? "  

A n y  additional in formation relative t o  the contents of this  column o r  any 
additional articles known to our readers pertaining to this famous correspon
dence w hich we might share wi th our readers , would be appreciated. 

[February 1 2, 1 966] 

Carroll ,  Hoy & Company 

We wrote a number of columns in early 1 966 about this New Orleans business 
concern of Commission Merchants w hose trunks of business correspondence 
have furnished many beautiful and some unusual  phi latel ic covers. 
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During the Civil War, Joseph Hoy's 
New York operations apparently took 
o ver what New Orleans business the 
firm could maintain. 

Although this cover bears the "U.S. 
SHIP" marking indicating it was 
brought to New York by a government 
vessel, the letter is probably of com
mercial origin. 

CAR ROLL, HOY & CO; PREDECESSORS A ND S UCCESSORS 

The September 1 967 issue of the Confederate Ph ilate list, a publication of the 
Confederate S tamp Al l iance, l is ts  the " Predecessors and Successors of  Carrol l ,  
Hoy & Company, Comm ission Merchants ,  New Orleans" as fo llows:  

1 846 - G.  & R .  Buchannan & Company, 
Comm ission Merchants 
64 Tchoupitoulas S treet 

1 847 - 1 848 - 1 849 - No directories 
1 850 - Buchannan, Carrol l  & Company,  

Commiss ion Merchants, 
85 Gravier S treet 
Henry Buchannan-J .  W. Carrol l  

1 85 1  - 1 853 - 1 854 - Same.  Removed to 20 U n ion S treet. 
1 855 - 1 856 - 1 857 - 1 858 - Same 
1 859 - Buchannan, Carrol l  & Company is  not l i s ted ( No Henry 

Buchannan ei ther) Carrol l ,  Hoy & Company, Commiss ion & 
Cotton Factor , 
38 Perdido Street 
Jos. W. Carrol l  and Joseph Hoy 

1 860 - Carro l l ,  Hoy & Company 
Joseph W. Carro l l ,  Joseph Hoy wi th W m .  V. Kimball  

1 86 1  - Carrol l ,  Hoy & Company 
Firm composed of  same men as in 1 860, but wi th J. N .  N iven. 

1 862 - 1 863 - 1 864 - 1 865 - No directories 
1 866 - Carrol l ,  Hoy & Company.  Kimbal l  is not l i s ted as a member. 
1 867 - Carro l l ,  Hoy & Company. J. W .  Carro l l ,  Jos. Hoy & 

Chas .  Hardenbergh, Joseph Hoy & Company Joseph Hoy, & 
Wm.  J .  Pattison and Jas.  M .  Pattison, Par tners, 36 Perdido S tree t, 
Cot ton Factors & Commission Merchants 

1 869 - 1 870 - No directories 
1 872 - Joseph Hoy & Company, l i s ted 
1 873 - No directories 
1 874 - Joseph Hoy & Company has d isappeared . 

[November 1 1 , 1 967] 



THE U. S. POST OFFICE DEPA R TMENT. 1 789-1 795 

The United States Post Office 1 789- 1 795 

The first  s ix years of the Uni ted States Post Office Department ,  after the adop
tion of the Constitution, demonstrated the wi sdom of the framers of  tha t  ins tru
men t in vesting the power in the Congress " to establish post  offices and post  
roads . "  

During the period o f  the Confederation the postal es tabl ishment  was h indered 
by the inf i rmi ties of the postal laws necessi tated by the mode of government 
among the former colonies .  Among other problems were those occasioned by the 
independent atti tude of the postmasters, the looseness of  the contracts for the 
carriage of the mai l s ,  and the fact that the individual states had to consent to the 
arrest of  o ffenders against  such laws as were in effect .  

Wi th the establ ishment of the Federal Government, and even before al l  of  the 
defects had been corrected by new legis lation , the first Postmaster General ,  
Samuel Osgood, who was appoin ted on September 26 ,  1 789, by the d i splay  of 
great  energy, did much to improve the postal system. One of h i s  f irst  acts was to 
appoint  as h i s  assistant Jonathan B urra l l ,  who was sen t out almost at once to 
make on- the-spot investigations of the then current holders of deputy pos tmas
terships .  He had au thori ty to reappoint  such as m ight be found to be re l iable and 
efficient ,  and had instructions to replace such as were deemed to be remiss ,  or 
who could  not furn ish proper secur i ty for the performance of their  duties .  

As there were bu t 75 post offices in  exis tence at this  t ime, th i s  was not such an 
impossible task as one might suppose. The maj ority of  the offices were on the 
principal or "Great Mai l "  route, extending from Wi scasset in Maine to Savan 
nah , Georgia .  In addi tion, there were some 25 post offices located on connecting, 
or as they were then called, cross roads . 

Postmaster General Osgood, wi th in  four months of h i s  appointment,  made a 
report to the Secretary of the Treasury in  w hich he advised that mai l  con tracts be 
let for longer periods of t ime and at a price to be fixed by the Postmaster General .  
He a l so suggested a reduction in the le tter rates and the imposi tion of  a charge 
for the carriage of newspapers. It is in terest ing to note that the principal revenue 
of the department at this  t ime was from letters carried by sea from one seaport to 
another. 

[January 1 2, 1963) 

U .S.Postmasters General 

It i s  proposed to publ i sh  in  thi s  column from t ime to t ime short biograph ies of 
the men who have served as Postmas ters General of the U n i ted S ta tes .  The P ost  
Office Department was not ranked as one o f  the Execu tive Departments dow n to 
1 827 nor d id  the Postmaster General become a mem ber of  the Pres iden t ' s  ca hi net 
unt i l  1 829 . During the first forty years, the departmen t was a branch of  the 
Treasury Departmen t .  

The f irst  twenty-seven men to serve as Postmaster General wi th their dates of 
appointment to the office as as fol lows:  

Samuel  Osgood, September 27 ,  1 789 
Ti mothy Pickering, August 1 2 ,  1 79 1  
Joseph H abersham, Feb. 25 ,  1 795 
Gideon G ranger, Nov.  28, 1 80 1  
Return Jonathan Meigs,  Jr . , M arch 1 7 ,  1 8 1 4  
John M cLean, June 26, 1 823 
Wi l l iam T.  Barry , March 9, 1 829 
Amos Kendal l ,  May I ,  1 835 
John M i l ton Ni les, M ay 25,  1 840 

*( M ay 1 8 , 1 840 )  
Francis G ranger, M arch 6, 1 84 l 
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Charles A .  W ickl i ffe, Sept .  1 3 , 1 84 1  
Cave Johnson,  M arch 5 ,  1 845 

* ( March  6 ,  1 845 ) 
Jacob Col lamer,  M arch 7 ,  1 849 

* (M arch 8 ,  1 849 ) 
Nathan Ke l sey Hal l ,  J u l y  20 ,  1 850  

* (Ju l y  23 , 1 850 )  
Samuel D .  H ubbard, Sep t .  1 4 , 1 852  

* (Aug.  3 1 ,  1 852 ) 
J ames Campbel l ,  M a rch 8 ,  1 853  

* ( March 7 ,  1 85 3 )  
Aaron V.  B rown , March  6 ,  1 85 7  
Joseph H o l l ,  March 1 4 ,  1 859 
Horat io King ,  Feb .  1 2 ,  1 86 1  
Mon tgomery B la i r ,  M arch 5 ,  1 86 1  
W i l l iam Den n i son ,  Sept .  24 , 1 864 
Alexander W. Randa l l ,  J u l y  25 , 1 866 
John A. ] .  Creswel l ,  March 5 ,  1 869 
James W. Marshal l ,  J u l y  3 ,  1 874 
Marsha l l  Jewel l ,  Sept .  I ,  1 874 
James M. Tyner, J u l y  1 2 , 1 876 
David McK.  Key , M arch 7 ,  1 877  
*The a l ternate dates g i ven  a re  those g i\'en by D . D . T. Leech i n  h i s  H istory of 

t h e  Un ited Sta tes Pos t Of flee Depa rt m en t .  The other da tes are those gi ven by ] .  
Hol brook i n  Ten Yea rs A m ong t h e  Ma ilbags. 

[January 1 3 ,  1 968] 

The Postmasters General of The Uni ted States II 

The first Postmaster General of the U n i ted S ta tes  was Samuel  O sgood , who 
was comm iss ioned by George Washi ngton on September 28,  1 789 to  serve in  that  
capaci ty .  

He succeeded Ebenezer H azard who had been pos tmaster  a l  New York before 
becoming Surveyor to the cont inental  post  off ice ,  and subsequen t l y  Pos tmaster 
Genera l on Jan uary 28 ,  1 782. Hazard con t inued lo serve in that capaci ty 
throughou t  the  remainder of the Revo l u t ionary War and throughout  the Con
federa t ion period .  

I t  was Hazard to whom the Post O ff ice Departmen t owes m uch .  I t  was h i s  
sugges t ions for a new ac t ,  cod i fy i ng a n d  rev i s ing t h e  organic l a w  o f  the Post  
O ffice, that  were i n  the main adopted by the Con t inental  Congress i n  an 
ordinance passed October 1 8 , 1 782. W i t h  supplemen tary measures adopted 
October 28th and on December 24th of  that same year,  we have the basic law 
wh ich was to govern the postal estab l i shment  u n t i l  1 792 . 

I t  was H azard ' s  mi s fortune that  he i ncurred the en m i ty of the pri n ters and 
s tage-owners and also that  of George Wash i ngton . The record is  not  c lear ,  bu t i t  
i s  cert a i n  tha t  b y  1 788 h e  was sure tha t  h e  would be replaced under the  gowrn 
men t estab l i shed b y  the new Consti t u t ion .  

In  the begi n n i ng, however, he  con t i n ued to  serve from Apri l 3 0 L1 1  1 789 unt i l  
Septem ber o f  that  year, when he  was replaced by Osgood . 

Samuel O sgood was born a t  Andover, M assach use t ts ,  on Febru ary 1 4 ,  1 748 .  
Thereafter he a t tended Harvard Col l ege , graduat i ng in  1 7 70.  He  had been ac t i ve 
i n  Massach u se t t s  po l i t ica l  c i rcles after grad u a t ion and was a capta i n  of m i n u te 
men a t  I .ex ington and Concord in  1 7 75 .  For a shor t  t i me he served as an a ide to  
Cenera l  Art emus Ward, but  left that post t o  re-en ter the P rov inc ia l  Congress .  He  
was  a mem ber of the  Con t i nental  Congress from 1 780 lo  1 784 , leav ing tha t  body 
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to serve from 1 785 to 1 789 as  First  Commiss ioner of  the Treasury .  
I t  was a house i n  N ew York owned by him that  served a s  the f irs t  " W h i te 

House . "  He  resigned as Postmas ter General af ter serv i ng less  than two years in  
the  pos t .  Afterwards he was speaker of the  New Yor k  Assembly ,  and N aval 
O fficer of the Port of  N ew York in  which ci t y  he d ied on August 1 2 , 1 8 1 3 . 

[January 27, 1968] 

Postmasters General III 

We last  wrote of Samuel  O sgood. He was fol lowed by Timoth y  P icker i ng, a 
res iden t of Pennsy lvania when appoin ted as Postmaster Genera l by Pres ident  
Washington on August 1 2 , 1 79 1 . 

A nat ive of Salem,  M assachuse t ts ,  he was born on  J u l y  1 7 ,  1 745 .  A graduate of  
H arvard i n  1 763 , he was adm i t ted to the  bar  i n  1 768. He was a Colonel  of  M i l i t i a  
a t  the  age of  n ineteen , and i n  1 776  j oined the  Revolu t ionary Army and l ed  h i s  
regiment  from Essex  County  to  Tarrytown , N .Y .  Thereafter h e  took par t  i n  the 
bat t les of Brandywine and German town in New Jersey and was appoi n ted a 
member of the Board of War of the Cont inenta l  Congress .  I n  1 780 he became 
Quartermaster-General of the Army, a pos t he he ld  u n t i l  i ts abo l i t ion in 1 785 . 

U pon h i s  ret i rement from the Army he engaged i n  bus iness i n  P h i lade lph ia  
for two years ,  after w h ich he moved to  the W yoming Va l ley in  Pennsy lva n ia ,  
where  he was ins trumental  in  hel p ing to es tab l i sh  law and order i n  that  front ier 
area. H e  represen ted Luzerne County ,  which he had helped erec t ,  in  the Penn
sy lvania Cons t i tu t ional  Conven t ion of 1 789 . In  the fo l lowing year Pres iden t 
Washington commiss ioned h i m  to negot i ate a trea ty w i th the S i x  Nat ions  and 
that  success£ ul ly accompl i shed ,  he performed a l ike service for the l J  n i ted S ta tes 
w i th  the I ndians of the N orthwest  Terr i tory . 

He served as Postmaster General unt i l 1 795 , when he accepted the appoin t 
ment  as Secretary of War .  Dur ing h i s  period of  service as Pos tmaster Genera l the 
f irst  pos tal law of a permanen t character was enacted by Congress on M ay 8,  
1 794 , which much improved upon the ear l ier  Acts w h ich had o f  necess i ty been 
" s top gap"  measures for the estab l i shment of  the federal pos t off ice sys tem.  B y  
1 795 the number of post offices had i ncreased from 7 5  t o  4 5 3 ,  the length of  the 
post rou tes from 2 ,000 m i les to 1 3 ,207 m i les and the annual  i ncome from $25 ,000 
to $ 1 60,620. 

Upon the res ignat ion of  Edmund Randolph as Secre tary o f  S ta te near the end 
of 1 795 , P ickering was named to succeed h i m ,  and he con t inued in that off ice 
u n t i l  the end of Wash ington ' s  term as Presiden t and con t inued u nder Presiden t 
Adams u n t i l  1 800.  A ser ious d i sagreement ar i s ing be tween h im se l f  and Adams 
over our re la t ions  w i th France,  he was abrupt l y  d i sm is sed, and re t i red to un
c leared lands he owned in what i s  now Susquehanna Coun t y ,  Pennsy lvan ia. 

He was in poor ci rcu mstances , however, and fri ends from h i s  nat ive Massa
chuse t t s  urged h i m  to return there. H e  d id  so, serv i ng as Ch ief  J ust ice of the 
Court of Common P leas in 1 802.  In 1 803 he was e lected to the U n i ted S ta tes 
Senate for one term , after w h i ch he served three terms as a member of  the House 
of Represen tat ives ,  re t i r ing i n  1 8 1 7  to private l i fe .  He  d ied at S a lem on Jan uary 
29, 1 829,  i n  his 83rd year.  

[April 6 ,  1968] 

Postmasters General IV 

When Timothy P icker ing became Secretary of  War,  P re s iden t Washington 
appoin ted Joseph Habersham of Georgi a  to be Pos tmaster General .  He  was 
commiss ioned on February 25, 1 795 .  

Mr.  Habersham was born in 1 750 .  He  had served as l ieu tenan t -colonel  in the 
Revo lu t ionary Army. He should be remembered for his selec t ion of Abraham 
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Bradley as h i s  ass i s tant  j us t  prior to the removal of the Federal Governmen t from 
Phi lade lph ia  to Washington ci ty .  Bradley served for nearly thirty years w i th 
ab i l i ty and f ide l i ty .  

Habersham h imsel f  helped secure the  passage in 1 799 of  an  amendment to  the 
postal laws wh ich subs t i tu ted flogging for the dea th pena l ty for s tea l i ng or 
robbi ng the mai l s .  He a l so brought a grea ter degree of sys tem and certa i n ty to the 
postal system. 

I t  was under Habersham that the f irst  rou te was esta b l ished in what i s  now 
I ndiana - that from Loui sv i l l e  to Kaskask ia  by way of  V i ncennes . T he rou te 
from Lou i sv i l l e  to V incennes was establ i shed on a week ly  bas i s  and thence to 
Kaskask ia  on a biweekly  schedu le .  

He a l so recommended that  a rou te be establ i shed from P i t tsburgh to George
town , Canfield ,  and Warren in the Northwest Terri tory.  He a l so advocated a 
d i rect l ine  from Washington to M ariet ta or Ga l l ipo l i s .  

By 1 800 there were 903  post offices ,  the  length of the  pos ta l  rou tes had  grown 
to 20,8 1 7  m i les ,  and the annual  i ncome to $208 ,804.00 . 

After leaving h i s  post a f ter a few months  under P res ident Jefferson , he re
turned to Savannah where he became President of the U n i ted S ta tes Branch 
Bank in  that c i ty .  He died there i n  November 1 8 1 5 .  

[April 1 3 ,  1 968] 

Postmasters General V 

Gideon G ranger, a nat ive of Connect icu t ,  was named Postmaster Genera l by 
Thomas J efferson a few months after he became Pres ident .  Mr .  Granger assum
ed his  dut ies  on 28 November 1 80 1 . He served longer  ( for  more than th ir teen 
yl'ars) in that  post than any of h i s  predecessors or successors .  Bu t  tha t is far from 
being h i s  on ly  c la im to fame.  

He was born a t  Su ff ie ld ,  Connecticu t ,  on 19  Ju ly  1 767 ;  gradua ted from Ya le 
Col lege i n  1 78 7 ;  and was admi t ted to the Bar i n  1 788.  Thereafter he was e lected to 
the Connecticu t legi s la ture as an Ant i -Federa l i s t .  He was  a very energet ic in 
dividual  and served Mr .  J efferson wel l  i n  helping to  break up the  Federa l i s t  
party ' s  control of New England through h i s  use  of h i s  appoin t ive power over 
postmastersh ips .  He became an agen t for the New England M i ss i ss ippi  Com
pany i n  1 804 and i n  the same year was perhaps the f i rs t  man to uncover Aaron 
Burr ' s  conspiracy.  He lobbied extens ive ly  on the floor of  Congress for h i s  land 
company ' s  Yazoo claims .  ( What  a furor that  wou ld raise today ! )  

After ten years of effort a s  Postmaster Genera l ,  he reduced the t ime for con
veyance of  a letter and the rep ly to i t  between Port land,  M a ine and Savannah,  
Georgia from forty days to twen ty-seven days ;  and between P h i lade lphia  and 
Nashvi l le ,  Tennessee from forty-four days to th irty days .  N o  mean fea t  when the 
mode of conveyance remained that of horseback and l u m bering mai l  coaches. 

He managed to secure a provi s ion i n  the postal law o f  1 8 1 0  proh ib i t i ng 
Negroes from employmen t as mai l carriers .  This  prov i s ion remai ned in  the 
postal laws unt i l  repealed in 1 865 . 

The pos tal establ ishmen t grew from 903 offices in 1 800 to nearly 3 ,000 when 
Gideon Gra nger left off ice and the length of  the pos tal rou tes increased from 
20,8 1 7  mi les to some 43 ,000 at the same t ime .  W h i le the revenue increased, so of  
course d id the expenses ,  bu t throughout  th i s  ent i re period there was a substan
t ia l  surp lus  each year wh ich he lped defray the genera l expenses of the new Re
publ ic .  

Another hot i ssue dur ing this  period was the quest ion o f  the carr iage of  the 
mai l s  on S u nday.  The records are replete w i th  peti t ions from re l igious groups 
and memoria l s  from s ta te legi s la tures protes t ing what they deemed to be a dese
cra t ion of the Sabbath .  The post o ffice depart ment and the Congress refused to 
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make any change in the mai l  schedu les basing their refusal  on the very practical 
proposi t ion that if  the governmen t  didn ' t  carry the mai l s ,  pr ivate posts would 
spring up to keep commerc ia l  in te l l i gence f lowing.  Thi s  to the detr imen t o f  the 
government postal establ i shment and to those c i t i zens who could  not ,  for  one 
reason or another, avai l themselves of the private means of  conveyance. 

Consu m mate pol i t ic ian though he was, G i deon G ranger made a ser ious  error 
ear ly  i n  1 8 1 4  wh ich l ed to his removal  from office. He had sough t Pres ident  
Madison ' s  advice as to the appointment of  a new Postmaster a t  P h i lade lph i a  and 
a t  one or two other p laces. Why, havi ng sough t the Presiden t ' s  advice,  he chose 
lo i gnore i t  is an unexplained mystery.  I n  any even t he was summari ly  d i sm issed 
and ret i red to l ive in Canandaigua ,  New York.  He became a supporter o f  Gov
ernor DeW i u  Cl i n ton and donated one-thousand acres of  bnd to aid in the 
cons truction of the Erie Canal .  He  was  el ected to the New York state Senate in 
1 8 1 9 , but resigned in 1 82 1  because of i l l  heal th . H e  died at Canandaigua on 3 1  
December 1 822 .  

[April 20, 1 968] 

Postmasters General VI 

T he beginn i ng of the use of s teamboats for the conveyance of  mai l  came 
slow ly .  In large part th is  was due to the s lowness w i th which the numbers of  
such craf t  were increased. In  the law of  27  February 1 8 1 3 , passed whi le  G ideon 
Granger was s t i l l  Postmaster Genera l ,  we find the firs t reference to the use  of 
s teamboats for the transportation of  the mai l s .  The prov ision required that  this  
mode of  conveyance cou ld be u t i l i zed for  con tract terms not to exceed fou r  years ,  
i f  the cos t ,  taking in to considerat ion dis tance, expedi t ion,  and frequency ,  should 
not exceed that  of the transportation of  the mai l  by s tages on adj acent land 
rou tes . 

I t  was u nder Granger ' s  successor, Return J .  Me igs ,  J r. ,  that  prov is ion was 
made that  the mail cou ld be conveyed in any s teamboat w i thou t the necess i ty of  
establ ish ing the requis i te favorable cos t  compar i son w i th adj acent  land means 
of  transportation though the pay for t he carriage of  mail by s team boat was fixed 
at three cen ts per let ter and one-ha l f  cent per newspaper. I n  many parts o f  the 
coun try this provis ion of 1 8 1 5  led to much i mproved service as many roads in 
remote portions of the country were mere trai l s  scarce ly worthy of  the name of 
road. 

Postmas ter General Return J onathan M eigs,  Jun .  ( the "Jun . " was the mode 
he adopted for today ' s  "Jr . " )  was  appoin ted by P res iden t M adison on 1 7  M arch 
1 8 1 4 . H is tenure of office was lengthy by modern s tandards as it la s ted a l i t t le 
over n ine years .  L i ke his  predecessor, he was  a native of  Connecticut ,  having 
been born at M i ddletown i n  1 765 . He ,  too, w as a graduate of Y a le Col lege and 
s tudied law. I n  1 788 with his  father ,  a soldier in  the Revolu tionary W ar and one 
of the promoters of the Ohio Company, he moved lo M arietta ,  Oh io .  W hen O h io 
became a S ta te i n  1 803 ,  Return J .  Meigs ,  J r .  was  e lected Chief Jus tice o f  the n ew 
state ' s  S upreme Court for two years. 

In October 1 804 he was appo in ted Colonel commanding the U n i ted S ta tes 
forces in the upper d i s trict of Louis iana Terri tory, resigning h i s  j udgeship to 
accept the appointment .  In  1 805 he was appoin ted one of  the Federal J udges for 
Lou is iana .  

Thereafter he was J udge of the Uni ted S tates Court  for  M ich igan Terri tory in  
1 807 and 1 808 ; U .S .  Senator from Ohio from 1 808- 1 8 1 0; and Governor of  Ohio  
from 1 8 1 0  to 1 8 1 4  when he accepted the  Postmaster Genera lship from P resident 
M adison and cont i nued to serve in that  capac i ty under P res iden t M onroe un t i l  
June 1 823 ,  when he  resigned and  returned to  Ohio .  H e  died a t  M ariet ta on 29 
M arch 1 825 .  

4 7  

Actually. Marietta was then located 
in the "Northwest Territory: "-more 
formally. the "Territory Northwest of 
the River Ohio. " and Meigs was its 
first postmaster in 1 794. 
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I t  was during hi s  serv ice as head of the postal  service that  the War Rate of 1 8 1 4  
was enacted, repealed, and that  the new rates e ffective 1 Apri l 1 8 1 6  were enacted. 
Too, the number of pos t offices con t inued to grow as did the length of the postal 
rou tes , as the then West saw increased expansion w i t h  the termination of the 
War of 1 8 1 2  and the set t l emen t for the moment  of the I ndian troubles on the old 
front ier. M r. M eigs saw some $387 ,000 of ne t  profi ts accrue to the G eneral Fund 
of  the U n i ted S ta tes during h i s  n ine years . A t idy sum in  those days .  A l so dur ing 
his term of service the gross revenues exceeded one m i l l ion dol lars for the first  
t ime in any one year. 

[April 27, 1 968] 

Postmasters General VII 
John M cLean , who succeeded Postmas ter General Meigs ,  was born in  Morri s 

County ,  New Jersey ,  on 1 1 March 1 785.  H i s  fa ther moved by way of Virgin ia  and 
Ken tucky to Warren County ,  Ohio .  I t  was in the Buckeye s ta te therefore , that  the 
young John McLean received hi s  educa tion . He  s tudied law in Cinci nna ti , 
supporting h imse l f  by doing copy work in  the Coun ty Clerk ' s  office . Admit ted 
to the Bar in 1 807 ,  he was elec ted to Congress  in 1 8 1 2  and won re-elec tion i n  1 8 1 4 . 
I n  1 8 1 6  he was  unan imously elected a Judge of  the Supreme Court of Ohio  by the 
legi s lature of  that  s tate .  

Pres iden t Monroe appoin ted him Commiss ioner o f  the General Land O ffice, 
and on 26 June  1 823 to the office of Postmaster  Genera l .  

John  McLean was possessed of great energy and  superior talents .  In  short ,  he 
was tactfu l and had the rare abi l i ty of in spir ing in  h i s  subordinates a zeal  and 
at tachmen t to their  work . 

Coming from the then Wes tern part of the U nion,  he was more i n teres ted i n  
extending a n d  improv ing t h e  pos tal  serv ice t h a n  i n  accumu la ting a large sur
plus  from the  departmen t ' s  operations .  

He  ins t i tu ted the sys tem of reimbursing m a i l  con tractors through quarterly 
drafts on the rece ip ts of local pos tmasters, w h ich reduced the losses prev iously 
exper ienced from bad debts ,  coun terfei t money,  and broken banks .  

I t  was during h i s  term of office that  the recodi fication of  the pos ta l  law was 
enacted on 3 M arch 1 825 . Whi l e  amended, this  act  i n  general remained the basic 
law of the department unti l  the extensive revisions enacted i n  1 863 . 

I n  1 827  the  pos t office for the first  t ime became in  rea l i ty an Execu t ive Depart
men t ,  and the salary of the Postmaster General was increased to $6,000 per 
annum,  put t ing him on the same pay level as  the heads of  the other E xecu tive 
Departments .  

M r. McLean con t inued in h i s  office for the remai nder o f  Pres iden t M onroe ' s  
term and  throughou t the  entire term of P res iden t John Quincy Adams.  

U pon the elect ion of  Presiden t J ackson and the i n s ti tu tion of  the " spoi l s  
system ' ' ,  w i th  w h ich M cLean was  comple te ly  unsympa the t ic, he accepted an 
appoi ntmen t to the Supreme Court  of the U n i ted S ta tes .  I t  is in teres t ing to  note 
that  he first decl ined appoin tmen t to be Secretary of  W ar and Secre tary of N avy. 
The patronage lay largely in the post  office depar tment in  those days .  

His serv ice on the Supreme Court spanned th i r ty- two (32 ) years term inat ing 
wi th  h i s  death in 1 86 1 .  I t  i s  i n teres t ing  that  he d i ssen ted i n  the famous Dred S cot t  
case. I t  i s  a l so of i n terest  that  in  1 848 he was  a candidate for the  nom i nat ion as 
President of  the Free So i l  Party .  H e  received a substan t ia l  number of  votes for the 
Presiden t ia l  nominat ion at  the Repu bl ican Conven t ion of  1 856 wh ich 
nomi nated J ohn C. Fremon t .  

[May 25 , 1 968] 
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Postmasters General VIII 

W i th the departure of John McLean from the pos t off ice departmen t to the 
S upreme Court of  the U n i ted S tates ,  Pres iden t J ackson appoi n ted W i l l iam T. 
Barry of Ken tucky to be Postmas ter General on M arch 9 ,  1 829. 

Pos tmaster Genera l Barry was born in Fa i rfax County ,  V i rg in ia  on March 1 8 , 
1 780. He was a gradua te of W i l l iam and Mary Co l lege ,  and thereafter was ad
m i t ted to the Bar. W h i l e  s t i l l  a young man he removed to Ken tucky, en tered 
pol i t ics ,  and in one of  the closest gubernator ia l  races ever held i n  the B l ue Grass 
S tate was narrow ly  defea ted in  the campai gn for tha t  off ice in 1 828 .  

H e  was the f i rs t  pos tmas ter general to be seated as a member of  the P res ident ' s  
cabinet .  

He in s t i tu ted what  was cons idered an  improvemen t i n  the arrangements for 
rem i t t ing pos tal reven ues by loca l postmasters ,  and set up a d isburs i ng sys tem 
requ i r ing the s igna ture of two officers of the Pos t  O ffice Departmen t ,  each 
ac t ing separate ly ,  and cer t i fy i ng to the correctness of the o ther. 

He cont inued h i s  predecessor ' s  pol icy of ex ten d i ng the pos tal  rou tes, and a l so 
ordered more frequen t servi ce and of a h igher grade on many of the routes .  I n  the 
la t ter  in s tance ,  heavy ex tra a l lowances were made u pon Postmaster General 
Barry ' s  orders to many mai l  con tractors. Th i s  resu l ted in expendi tures wh ich 
ou tran the departmen t ' s  receipts ,  lead ing  the depar tmen t to make loans from 
banks for the mos t pres s ing  sums owed , as we l l  as  to the even tua l  necess i ty of 
deferri ng paymen ts due many of the ma i l  con tractors.  Thi s  las t  even tua l l y  
brought the  matter of  the  f i nancia l  d i ff icu l t ies i n  w h ich the  Departmen t  found 
i tsel f  to the at tent ion of  Congress . This body thereupo n  found i tse l f  forced i n to a 
lengthy and tedious i n ves t igat ion of the Depar t men t ' s  affa i rs .  The Congres
s ional  reports of the i n ves t igat ion make rather du l l  read i ng, bu t it was one of  the 
first l a rge-sca le i n ves t i ga t ions  by the legi s la t ive branch of an execu t ive depart
men t ,  and pol i t ics loomed l arge in what  Genera l B arry ' s  opponen ts classed as a 
whi tewash of an i nsu fferable  example of m i smanagemen t of a departmen t 
wh ich had prev ious ly  been looked upon as a rather wel l  run  operat ion ( i f  one 
looked solely a t  the net  proceeds real i zed from i ts opera t ions prior to the adven t 
of W i l l i am T.  Barry ) .  

T o  h i s  cred i t  let  i t  b e  noted, however, that  even h i s  pol i t i ca l  opponen ts paid  
tri bute to h i s  personal  honesty and i n tegr i ty w h i le decry i ng h i s  i nabi l i ty ,  by  
reason of a "good d i spos i t ion and k i ndness " to  bel ieve i l l  of " i n terested and sel 
f i sh persons t o  further the i r  own pr ivate i n teres t , " t o  effect ive ly  manage a 
growi n g  and i n creas ing ly  i n tricate department .  

The maj or i ty report of  the commi t tee i nves t iga t ing  the a ffa i rs o f  the depart
ment  es t imated the defi c i t a t $800,000 w h i l e  a m i nor i ty report p laced the amount  
a t  $300,000 ;  both agreed however, that  i t  was due to maladm i n i s trat ion .  

And so W i l l i am T.  B arry lef t  the departmen t ,  having been named M i n i s ter to 
Spa in .  He never reached his  pos t however, as he d ied a t  L i verpool ,  England,  
wh i l e  on his  way to M adrid .  

U une 8, 1968) 

Postmasters General IX 

W i th the departure of  the i nept W i l l iam T.  Barry, Pres iden t Jackson turned to 
a member of h i s  " K i tchen Cabinet , "  A mos Kendal l ,  to s tra igh ten ou t  the Post 
O ffice Department ' s  tangled affairs .  An able man,  Kendal l  d id  for the Pos t O ff ice 
Department  what  he had a l ready helped do for the Treasury Departme n t  as i ts 
Fourth Audi tor - cleaned house.  He  foun d  that  some of the pri nc ipal  mai l 
con tractors had pu t a number of the Departmen t ' s  employees under obl i ga t ion 
to them by wel l  p laced favors and gi fts ,  w i th the res u l t  that the con tractors were 
d ic ta t ing pol icy and the size of payments  for the carry i ng of the ma i l s .  In the 
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space of two years' t ime he turned a s izable defic i t i n  the postal  operat ions i n to a 
profi t by pursuing a h ardheaded and heavy-handed pol icy.  Thi s  desp i te the fact 
that  he was a canny pol i t ician and one of the f irs t  of the presiden t ia l  " ghost  
wr i ters , "  whom many people think to be a modern innovation.  

Kenda l l  was born i n  Dunstable ,  M assachuset ts ,  on Augus t  1 1 , 1 789, and at 
tended Dartmouth  Col lege, graduat ing i n  1 8 1 1 ,  bu t refused h i s  d iploma because 
he d i s l i ked the president  of his a lma mater. By 1 8 1 4  he had moved to Ken tucky 
and became Postmas ter at Georgetown in  that s ta te in 1 8 1 5 . He  short ly  become 
the editor ia l  wr i ter for the Frank for t  Argus ,  and made i t  a powerfu l pol i t ical  
factor. H e  supported J ackson for P res iden t i n  the campaign of  1 828,  and was 
rewarded w i th the post of Four th  Audi tor in the Treasury Departmen t .  

He  was appointed Pos tmaster General  on May 1 ,  1 835 ,  and was reappoin ted 
by P res iden t VanBuren in  1 83 7 ,  bu t  resigned in 1 840.  Thereafter he edi ted a 
number of differen t newspapers ,  but ,  d i splayi ng cons iderable business  acumen,  
he  associa ted h imsel f i n  1 845 w i th Samuel  F .  B .  M orse i n  developmen t of the 
telegraph business.  H e  con tinued tha t  bus iness relat ion un t i l  1 860, w hen he 
ret i red and spent  the las t  years of his  l i fe in phi l an thropies w h ich i n teres ted h i m .  
I t  i s  i n teres t ing t o  note t h a t  during t h e  Civi l W a r  he opposed secess ion ,  support
ed L inco ln ,  but  s tou t ly  maintained his adherence to J acksonian Democracy. He 
was  a cons i s tent man, as  he had backed Presiden t  J ackson when South Caro l ina 
had threa tened secess ion in  1 83 3 .  H e  l ived to the then r ipe o ld age o f  e ighty ,  
dying in  1 869. 

[August IO,  1 968) 

Amos Kendal l  
[Part II] 

The sum total of the i mpact on the Pos t Office Depar tment  of  Amos Kenda l l ,  
the eigh th pos tmaster genera l ,  should not b e  measured sole ly  by h i s  res tori ng 
order to the troubled f inancial s ta te i n to which i t  had been l apsed u nder h i s  
predecessor,  Wm.  T.  Barry. 

D.T. Leech , i n  h i s  Hi:>tory of the Po.i t Office Departmen t,  ca l l s  a t ten tion of  
course Lo the improvement i n  the f inancia l  pic tur e  of the depart m e n t. He also 
a l l udes to Kenda l l ' s  i n troduction of  a quarter ly  "co l lect ion order"  i n  favor of 
con tractors ,  au thori z ing them to recei ve from pos tmas ters on the rou tes they 
served , the ent i re sums col lected by the postmas ters .  He po i n ts o u t  that the 
credi tors of  the departmen t were turned i n to col lec t ing agen ts for i t. Thi s  con 
t in ued to be the pract ice for a t  lea s t  th i rty years af ter Kendal l  in s t i tu ted i t  and 
th us was secured for the depar tmen t small sums from a m u l ti tude of  the smal ler 
offices  w h ich had been a source of  extreme d i fficu l ty in  the matter o f  securing 
their  revenues because of poor access  to them. An examination o f  the l i s ts of  
Depu ty Pos tmas ters i n  the " B l ue Books"  of  the per iod show c lear ly  the re levancy 
of  th i s  commen t .  

I t  was dur ing the tenure of Amos Kendal l  too , tha t  the Express Mai l s  or so 
cal led " Eas tern Pony"  mai l s  were tr ied out .  Whi le they did mater ia l l y  i mprove 
the t ime requ ired for the transporta tion of the Grea t Mai l s  l e t ters be tween New 
York , Ph i l adelph ia ,  Washi ngton , and New Orleans ,  they proved too cost ly  even 
at the t r ip le  rates charged. W i th i m proved roads ,  i ncreased u t i l i zat ion of steam
boa t and ra i l road carriage they were abandoned a s  too cos t ly  for the dcpanment 
to ma i n ta i n  as the ordi nary modes a t  less expense improwd. 

[August 24, 1968) 

Amos Kendall  

[Part III]  

The most  i mportan t  step i n  the conduct of the Departmen t ' s  affairs  under 
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P. M . G. Kendal l  i n  Leech ' s  eyes was the reorgan i za tion of the department 
pursuant to the provis ions of the new pos tal  ac t o f  Ju ly  2 ,  1 836 ,  the most far 
reaching s ince that of  March 3 ,  1 825 .  He gives the credi t  primari ly  to PMG.  
Kendal l  as do  con temporaries o f  that clearly able man .  

The leading features of that act were : 
I .  I t  directed that the revenues of the Departmen t  and a l l  debts due i t ,  should be 

pa id in to the U n i ted S tates Treasury. 
2 .  I t  required the Postmaster General to sub m i t  to Congress ,  a t  each of i ts 

annual sessions ,  est imates of the sums expected to be required for i ts use in the 
succeeding fiscal year, arranged under specific heads,  such as Transportation, 
Compensation of postmasters, Incidental expenses ,  e tc .  

3 .  I t  provided that the aggregate sum required for the service of the Depart
men t in  each year,  should be appropria ted by law out of  i ts revenues,  and that a l l  
payments o f  such revenues i n to the U n i ted States Treasury should be  credi ted to 
said appropriation . 

4. I t  direc ted that ,  in the d i sbursement  of the su m s  so appropria ted, the com
pensation of postmasters and other expenses of the o ffices migh t be deducted by 
the postmasters out of the proceeds thereof; and i t  empowered the Postmaster 
General to transfer debts due on accoun t  of the Department by pos tmas ters and 
others, in  satisfaction of legal demands for which appropria tions had been 
made , to such con tractors as migh t be i ts cred i tors , and had executed bonds.  

5 .  The Treasurer was directed by the act to give receip ts for al l  moneys rece ived 
by him to the cred i t  of  the appropriations for the service of the Post Office 
Department, such receipts to be endorsed on warran ts drawn by the Pos tmas ter 
Genera l ;  also to disburse such appropriat ions out  of moneys paid in to h i s  off ice 
for such service on said warrants ,  ( coun tersigned by the Audi tor) ,  which 
warrants were to express ,  on their faces , the par t icu lar i tem of appropria tion to 
which they were to be debi ted . U nder the changes  made by th is  ac t the 
Postmaster General ceased to be, as previously ,  a sort of factotum, w i th l iberty to 
manage the en tire affa irs of the Department ,  w i th as l i tt le res tra int  as i n  a pri 
vate establ i shment .  A j udicious d i s tribution of the du ties and obl igations con
nected wi th i ts conduct was now estab l i shed .  Nevertheless ,  as it  authorized h im 
to  decide on the  forms of a l l  papers u sed by postmasters ,  and other agents con 
cerned i n  i t s  receipts and payments ,  as wel l as the manner and form of  keep ing i ts 
accoun ts ;  to con trol , subject  to the sett lement  o f  the Audi tor, a l l  a l lowances 
growing out of the postal service; to superin tend the d i sposi tion of the proceeds 
of the offices ; to grant  a l l  warrants for the payment of moneys in to and out of  the 
Treasury; to receive from the Audi tor a quarter ly  s ta tement of the moneys paid 
out by postmasters; and to superin tend the collection of all debts due the De
par tment ,  h i s  prerogat ives as left were so great as  to make him pretty nearly 
"master of the si tuation , "  despi te the l i m i tations mentioned. 

6. H i therto a l l  appointmen ts of postmasters had been made by the Postmas ter 
Genera l .  The last c lause of the act referred to direc ted that those whose office 
commi ss ions amounted to a thousand dol lars and u pwards per annum,  should 
be appoin ted by the President,  wi th the advice and consen t of the Senate, for 
periods of four years ,  unless sooner removed by the Pres iden t. 

7 .  I t  a l so created the office of Thi rd Ass is tan t Pos tmaster Genera l ,  and gave the 
es tabl i shment a greater and competent  force of clerk s ,  thus permi tt ing a be tter 
classi fication of the business,  greatly faci l i tating i ts proper d ischarge. 

[August 3 1 ,  1 968] 

Postmasters General X 

To replace the able and energetic Amos Kenda l l ,  P resident Van B uren turned 
to John M i l ton N i les ,  who was born a t  W i ndsor, Connecticut on August 20,  
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1 787 .  H e  was admi t ted lo Lhe bar in 1 8 1 2  and in 1 8 1 6  moved to Hartford where he 
was one of  lhe proprietors of  the Hart ford Times. He was appointed J u dge of the 
Hartford County Court in  1 82 1 ,  and held Lhat  o ffice unli l  1 829 . I n  Apri l  of thal 
year he  was appointed Poslmaster of  Hart ford, a pos l he held unti l  December 
1 835 ,  when he was appoin led to f i l l  a vacancy in the U n i ted S ta les Senale ,  and 
was elected by Lhe s ta te legis lature the fol lowing M ay lo complete Lhe unexpired 
Lerm for Lhal  office. On May 25 , 1 840 ,  he was appoin ted Postmas ter General bu t 
served for only  some monlhs ,  as h i s  Lerm expired on M arch 3 ,  1 84 1 ,  on Lhe eve of 
Lhe admin i s tration of W i l l iam Henry Harrison,  who Look office lhe fol lowing 
day . I n  Lhe fol lowing year he was again  e lecled U n i led S ta tes Senalor from 
Conneclicul for a fu l l  term afler which he re t ired from public l i fe ,  dying in 
Hartford on May 3 1 ,  1 856 .  

From an examinalion of the only  repor t which Mr .  N i les  made as  Pos tmasler 
General ,  Lhat of December 5, 1 840 ,  it would appear thal  i t  was probably pre
pared for h im .  IL is an in leres l ing repor t  even so, for in it is a reference lo George 
P l i t t ,  a s pecial agen t of Lhe department ,  who had been sen t  to England and Lhe 
Conl inenl  by his predecessor as Poslmasler Genera l ,  Amos Kenda l l .  Mr P l i t t ' s  
miss ion was  lo  examine i n lo Lhe  success of  Lhe penny pos t which had j us l  been 
adopled by Lhe Engl ish pos l office and a l so to in form himse l f  and report on the 
conducl of  the pos lal systems of France, Belg ium,  Saxony, Pruss ia ,  Aus lria, 
Bavaria , Wurtem berg, Baden , and the free Hanseat ic  ci t i es of Frankfor t ,  Ham
burg, B remen and Lubeck on the Con linenl .  Mr .  P l i t t ' s  report i s  appended lo Lhe 
P . M . G . ' s annual  report ,  and cons i s ls of some forty (40 )  pages which are of in 
lerest  in  the l ight  Lhey throw on Lhe poslal  sys lems of  thal  day  and L ime.  The 
repor t  dwel l s  primari ly on Lhe pos lal  sys lems of  E ngland,  France and Prussia 
and concludes by making some s ix  pr incipal  recommendations for improve
men t s  in our own poslal sys lem based on h i s  inqu iries wh i le abroad as  to their 
hand l i n g  of Lhese mal ters.  These incl uded: ( I )  Abo l i t ion of the frank ing pri 
v i lege ; ( 2 )  Let ters lo be charged by weigh t ;  ( 3 )  Only  two ra les of pos lage for lel 
ters ; ( 4 )  Newspapers and prin ted mauer lo be charged by weigh l and lo be pre
pa id ;  ( 5 )  E mploymen l of specia l  agen ls ;  ( 6 )  Em ploymenl  of ma i l  guards .  

Of  Lhe  foregoing recommendalions Mr .  N i le s  saw fi t to urge the adoption of 
the f irsl  one,  w i th some modi ficalions .  

As lo Lhe nexl  Lwo,  Lhey were di scussed bu t rejecled as bei ng unwise i n  v iew of 
Lhe departmen t ' s  f inancial condi lion a l  Lhe L ime.  Despi te Lhe fac l thal he had 
been at one Lime a newspaper publ i sher ,  Mr. N i les did admi l  thal newspapers, 
periodica l s ,  and pamphlets  were transported at a loss lo Lhe departmen t and at 
the expense of the le t ter-wri t ing publ ic  who paid m ore in  leuer rates Lhan Lhe 
aclual  expense of Lhis carriage requi red. So looking to the future he endorsed a 
cons idera tion of the changes recommended by M r. P l i u  having to do w i lh a 
complete  revi sion of the poslal  rates and lhe changes i n  the method o f  apply ing 
lhem to mai l  mat ters .  He a l so s trongly urged a l i m i ta t ion on the max i m um com
pensa t ion to be paid for s teamboat ,  rai l road, and coach service in  transport ing 
the m a i l s . 

N o  menl ion i s  made in h i s  report  o f  the recommendations respect ing the 
employmenl of special  agen ls and mai l guards .  

[December 7, 1 968] 

Postmasters General XI 

Pres ident W i l l iam Henry Harri son selected Francis Granger to be h i s  Posl
master Genera l .  His choice was com m i ss ioned on March 6 ,  1 84 1 .  H i s  confirma
tion in the post  was delayed briefl y by certa in  Sou lhern Senators who thought 
him an t i s lavery in sen l imcnl .  

Franc i s  Granger was Lhe son of the fourth Pos lmasler Genera l ,  G ideon 
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Granger; the only fa ther and son to hold th i s  pos t i n  the governmen t .  He was 
born a l  Suffield, Connecticut ,  on December 1 ,  1 792 ; a t tended Yale Col l ege, 
graduat ing in 1 8 1 1 .  Thereafter he was adm i t ted LO the bar in 1 8 1 6 . U pon the 
removal of h i s  father Lo Canandaigua,  New York in 1 8 1 4 , he also wen t  Lo that 
communi ty .  

H e  served i n  the New York S ta te legi s l a tu re i n  1 825 ,  1 826, 1 827 ,  1 829 , and 1 83 1 .  
I n  1 828 he ran for Lieutenant  Governor,  and for Governor i n  1 830  and 1 832 ,  
bei n g  defeated in  each of these races .  I n  1 83 4  he was e lec ted to Congress ;  i n  1 836 
he was an u nsuccessful candida te for V i ce President  o f the U n i ted S ta tes ;  in  1 838 
and 1 840 he was aga i n  elected Lo Congress ,  res igning duri ng th i s  la s t  term Lo 
accept  the cabinet  pos t .  

The dea th of Pres iden t H arrison a month  after h i s  inaugurat ion brough t 
John Tyler to the Presidency, the f irs t  man to advance from the V ice Presidency 
to the  Pres idency. W i th i n  a short t ime ,  i t  became apparen t that  the new 
President was not i n  sympa thy w i th the avowed policy of his predecessor nor 
w i th the Congress .  In September of 1 84 1  and short ly  a fter Tyler had ve toed a b i l l  
establ ish ing a Nat ional  Bank ,  h i s  ent i re cab inet  res igned, inc luding of  course, 
Francis  Granger. In the case of Granger the projected pol icies of Tyler w i th 
reference Lo the removal of many pos tmasters throughout  the coun try i s  thought 
LO have also played a part i n  h i s  dec i s ion Lo resign.  He was not i n  sympathy w i th 
the P res iden t ' s  ideas on th i s  mat ter, e i ther. 

H e  re turned to Canandaigua where he was aga i n  elec ted Lo Congress for 
sessions  of 1 84 1 - 1 842.  Thereafter he ret i red, never seek ing or holding publ ic 
office aga in .  However, he d id not lose h i s  i n terest  i n  pol i t ics and con t i nued LO 
counsel  and support o thers who were act i vely engaged i n  seeki n g  and hold ing 
publ i c  office. He d ied on August  28 ,  1 868.  

H i s  service as Postmaster General  was so brief that  i t  d id not  even inc lude the 
render ing of a report ,  so there is  no c lear  record as lo what he migh t  have done or 
in  fac t  d id do w h i le occupying the off ice .  His fa ther, Gideon G ranger, served 
under both Jefferson and M adi son,  occupyi ng the pos t for some th i r teen years. 
Franc i s  Granger held the place for j u s t  over six mon ths .  Leech says he was " a  
gen t lemen of exce l l en t  sense, a n d  rap id  i n  the d i spa tch of bus iness . " 

[December 28, 1 968] 

Postmasters General XII 

The eleven th Postmaster General o f  the U n i ted S ta tes was Charles A .  W ick
l i ffe , a nat ive of Kentucky,  who was born a t  Bards town on June 8 ,  1 788 .  He was a 
l awyer and active i n  local pol i t i cs serving i n  the legi s l ature of h i s  na t i ve s ta le 
wh i l e  i n  h i s  twent ies .  

D ur ing the War of 1 8 1 2  he served i n  the Northwes tern Army, and was  a par
t ic ipa n t  in the Batt le  of the Thames. In 1 820 he was aga i n  elected to the s ta le 
legi s la ture and i n  1 822 was e lected to Congress where af ter br ing re-e lec ted LO 
four addi t ional  terms ,  he served u n t i l  1 83 3 .  He  was aga in  e lec ted to the s ta le 
legis l ature i n  1 833  and served as Speaker of the House.  The nex t year he was 
elected L ieu tenant  Governor of Ken tucky,  and upon the death o f  Governor 
Clark in  1 839 became Acting Governor of  the Commonweal th .  

An a n t i -Clay man ,  he was  the  choi ce of Pres ident  Tyler to  replace Francis  
Granger when the la t ter res igned as Postmaster General  i n  September 1 84 1 .  H i s  
appo i n tment dated from 1 3  September 1 84 1 ,  and he served for the remainder o f  
President  Tyler ' s  term i n  office. 

H i s  term in the office of  Postmaster General is m arked by e fforts  to secure 
cheaper postage rates; i mproving the m ethod of l e t t ing con tracts for the carriage 
of the mai l ;  proh i bi ting private expresses ;  and res tr ic t ing the fra n k i ng priv i 
lege .  I t  i s  in teres t ing Lo  note ,  however ,  tha t  these measures were enacted i n to law 
on 3 March 1 845 j us t  as h i s  term was expir ing. 
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He returned to Ken tucky upon the expira t ion o f  h i s  term of office. He was 
chosen as a delegate to the S tate Cons t i tu t ional  Conven t ion in 1 849 and under 
the new Cons t i tu t ion of that  S tate served as one of  the persons to rev i se the 
S ta tutes of the S tate .  

Whi le  con t inu ing  his  i n terest in  pol i t i cs , he was in l a ter l i fe affl i c ted w i th 
b l i ndness and a cri ppl i ng di sease from w h ich he died,  on  3 1 October 1 869 in h i s  
e ighty - f i rs t  year. 

[January I I ,  1969] 

Montgomery Blair, 

Postmaster General, 1 86 1 - 1 864 

Mon tgomery B l air ,  one of our great P . M . G . ' s ,  became Postmas ter General on 
March 9 ,  1 86 1  f i ve days after Pres iden t L i ncoln was inaugurated. The 
Confederacy had been formed February 4 th ,  bu t  m a i l  services s ti l l  con tinued 
between the North and the South . 

Blai r ' s  predecessor,  Pos tmaster General H o l t, le f t  the Departme n t  running 
deeply i n to debt ,  the defici t be ing about 40 perce n t  of  the  es t imated 1 860 budget .  

Many o ther problems faced the  new Postmaster Genera l ,  the  most  acu te being 
pa tronage. Bla i r ' s  w i fe wrote: "B la i r  i s  near ly  run to death w i th office seekers. 
They left him at 2 th i s  morni ng and commenced at 8 th i s  morn i ng . " 

The Confederate Post  Office Departmen t was forma l l y  estab l i shed by the Act 
of February 2 1 , 1 86 1 . A l though the mai l  service to the Sou thern s ta tes was not 
s topped un t i l  May 3 1 ,  1 86 1 , much of the service had broken down and in some 
places had en t i re ly  d i sappeared . 

In  the report  of the  Postmaster General of 1 86 1  i t  says :  "By  the exis t ing laws,  
a l l  pos tmas ters, mai l carriers ,  al l  o ther persons engaged in hand l ing  the mails  of 
the U . S . ,  or i ts clerical service ,  wi l l  be requ i red to take the oath of a l legiance to 
th i s  government ,  as  well as for fai thfu l  performance of  their duty . "  

I n  another d irec t ive Bla i r  ordered twelve d i sloyal newspapers excluded from 
1he mai l s .  He expla ined h i s  act ions in the annual  report :  

"The freedom of the press i s  secured by h igh con s t i tu t ional sanct ion .  Bu t  i t  i s  
freedom and not  l i cense that  i s  guaran teed . I t  i s  to be used on ly  for lawful 
purposes .  It can no t  aim blows a t  the ex i s tence of  the governmen t ,  the Const i 
tu tion , and the U n ion ,  and a t  the same t ime c la im i ts protect ion . . .  Wh i le ,  there
fore , th i s  departmen t nei ther enjoyed nor c la imed the power to suppress such 
treasonable publ ica t ions ,  b u t  left them free to pub l i s h  what they pleased, i t  
could  n o t  be ca l led upon t o  give them c i rcu la tion . "  

The Act o f  Ju ly  22 ,  1 86 1 ,  provided that  l e t ters wr i t te n  b y  soldiers i n  the service 
of the Un i ted S ta tes could be tran smi tted by mai l  w i thou t  prepayment of 
pos tage , postage to be paid by the party rece iv ing .  A n  Act a few days la ter 
permi t ted forwardi ng of le t ters to so ldiers wi thou t fur ther charge . The Act of 
Jan uary 2 1 ,  1 862,  ex tended the provi s ions of  the Ju ly  22 Act to sa i lors and 
marines i n  the service of the U n i ted S tates .  

[November 9, 1963] 

Other Blair Postal Reforms 

Postmaster General B la i r  d iscon t inued unnecessary post offices and reported 
the use of a new i n de l ible i n k  for cance l la tions .  He began exper iments wi th 
wood and s teel cance l l ing  devices in  an effort to e l i m ina te hand cance l lat ions .  
He w i thdrew the personal franking priv i l eges from postmasters and made sure 
that mai l  con tracts  were gran ted to the lowest b idders .  

I n  1 863 Congress acted on Bla i r ' s  suggest ion that ma i l  be d iv ided i n to three 
separate classes and a un i form rate of postage ( 31/' per !1 oz. ) be estab l i shed for a l l  
le t ters regardless of  the dis tance transm i t ted. Thi s  reduced the  I O<t rate over the 
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R ockies to Cal i fornia and the Paci fic Coast S ta tes to 3 ¢ .  He urged that post 
mas ters be paid fixed salaries  instead of commissions ,  and th is  went  in to e ffec t in 
1 864 , when pos tmasters were divided in to five salary classi fica t ions .  

Blair  u rged the abo l i shmen t of the " penny pos t"  and the i naugurat ion o f  a 
sys tem of free col lection and del ivery in c i ties .  Congress, in the Act o f  M arch 3 ,  
1 863 , provided for free ci ty del ivery i n  l a rge pos t offices, and 499 carriers began 
del ivering mai l  to residences and business houses, in for ty-nine ci ties in J u ly ,  
1 863 . 

B lair  recommended the establ i shment of a money order system for safe trans
mission of  money through the mai l s ,  and this  was authorized by the Act  o f  May 
1 7 , 1 864 . H e  recom mended increasing the 5¢  charge on regis tered le tters to a fee 
"approximating the charges imposed by other parties engaged in the transport 
of such packages . "  A l so ,  that al l  le t ters known to con tain money be charged w i th 
regi s try postage. On Ju ly  I ,  1 863 , the regis tration ra te was increased to 20¢ per 
le t ter .  

The handl ing of mail by rai lway was revamped and the rai lway pos t office 
idea was first  tried in 1 862 on the Hanniba l  & St .  Joseph Rai l road. In February 
1 864 addi tional cars were ordered for u se between New York, Cincinnat i ,  and 
Cleveland .  The Chicago & Northwestern Ra i l road put a trave l ing pos t  office in 
regu lar  service.  Congress authorized their use in  1 865 , and they soon became a 
necessary part of the mai l  dis tribu tion system . 

Wi th  a l l  these changes , B la i r  was able  to reduce the approximately $600,000 
post office defici t of  1 860 to $ 1 20,000 by 1 864 . In 1 865 the Departmen t  actua l ly  
showed a surplus of $ 1 6 1 , 000. 

[November 23, 1963] 

PMG Blair And The International Mails 

Postmaster General B la i r  was particu lar ly  in teres ted in  reducing comp l ica
tions in the in ternational mails .  As  a resu l t  of his  in i tiative,  and work ing 
through the S tate Department ,  a conference was  convened at  Paris  on  M ay 1 1 , 
1 863 ,  to di scuss such problems as :  un i form standard weight ;  un i form i ty of rates 
to des t ination by whatever route of trans i t ;  un i form condit ions of  prepayment ;  
reten tion of pos tage by the nation col lecti ng i t .  

A l though i t  was another eleven years before the f irst  Posta l  Congress met  in 
Berne, Swi tzerland, on September  1 5 ,  1 874 ,  many of  the principles agreed on at  
the f i r s t  conference were included in  the second Bri t i sh Treaty and o ther new 
treaties enacted prior to that time. On ly  the U n i ted S ta tes , E u rope, Turkey, 
Egypt and Asiatic R u ssia were covered .  

The  fol lowing principles were adopted a t  thi s  Postal  Conference :  
I .  That a common postal terr i tory, regu la ted by a s ingle treaty ,  sho u ld be 

accepted in ternational ly .  
2 .  That  every cou ntry should guaran tee to every o ther the righ t of trans i t  of  

mai l  by land or sea .  
3 .  That  the burden of provid ing for the conveyance of mai ls  should res t  w i th 

the coun try of origin ;  that a l l  in termediate services u sed by such coun try be paid 
for a t  fixed rates ; and 

4 .  That each country shou ld keep all of  i ts  pos tage col lect ions ,  on both 
prepaid  and unpaid correspondence, so as to sweep away the great  mass of 
detai led in ternational accounts .  

I t  took a second fu l l  Congress in  1 878 meeting a t  Paris  to  rev i se the  treaty to 
admi t  any country, state,  or colony that woul d  give assurance of carryi ng ou t  the 
s t ipulat ions of the convention.  The U nion was then renamed the U niversal 
Postal U nion.  

The member coun tries conform to a set of  rules set out  in a conven tion as in-
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ternat ional  treaty .  Congresses are held every f i ve years to consider necessary or  
des irable changes req u i red by economic or techn ical  developments .  

Most  of the materia l  for  these co lumns on Montgomery B la ir ,  was found i n  a 
recent  government publ icat ion,  Mon tgomery B la ir, Postmas ter Genera l, pub
l i shed M ay 3 ,  1 963 , and which can be obta ined from the U . S .  Governmen t 
Pr int ing O ff ice ,  Wash i n gton 25 ,  D .  C. a t  a pr ice of 251/: .  I t  i s  wel l worth the 
investmen t .  

[December 1 4, 1 963] 

A Postmaster General Seeks Advice 

One of the fascinat ing bypaths in col lec t ing i tems of  ph i la te l i c  h i s tory i s  that 
of free franks .  The l a te Edward S tern had one of  the f inest  col lect ions of such 
i tems.  The book , History of the Free Fran k ing of Mai l  in the Un ited S ta tes, i s  a 
must for the l ibrary of anyone in teres ted i n  th i s  f ie ld .  

Lately one of your edi tors acqu i red a l e t ter  wr i tten by the fourth Postmaster 
General o f  the U n i ted S ta tes ,  G ideon Granger, to Senator S tephen R. Bradley of  
Vermont on September 29,  1 802 . The le t ter was  m a i led under G ranger ' s  free 
frank on October 3 rd from Suff ield,  Connect icu t to B radley, at Wes tmins ter, 
Vermont .  The le t ter is as  fol lows: 

S u ffield 
Sept. 29th,  1 802 

Sir .  The Pos tmas ter at Woodstock i n  your S tate has res igned h i s  o ffice and 
recommended Maj or R oger W i l l iams  as his  Successor. The name of  the present 
officer i s  T i tus  H u tchinson.  I am ignoran t  o f  the pub l ic or private character of  
ei ther of these persons and i t  i s  necessary to m ake an i mmedia te appoi n tment .  I 
pray you to nomina te some Su i table Person for the O ff ice .  I f  you cannot do 
direct me to some man i n  that  town i n  whome I can confide.  An answer by re turn 
of mail w i l l  great ly  ob l ige me. Postmasters are a l so wanted in  those towns 
through w h i ch the  new pos t  road runs west  of  the  mou n ta in .  We have gained 
very handsomely in Connecticu t  the la s t  proxy - what  has been our fate i n  
Vermont? T he New S t age w i l l  start o n  Monday.  I sha l l  see to i t  that  they are 
punctual .  

Honorable  M r .  Bradley 

In haste your friend, 
G ideon Granger 

From the l i s t  of pos tmas ters as of J anuary 5, 1 802, we learn that  Henry Mower 
was the pos tmaster a t  W oodstock, Vermont .  H i s  compensat ion for the year 1 800 
was $ 1 7 . 7 8 .  He apparent ly  had been succeeded by the T i tus H u tch inson men
t ioned i n  Granger ' s  le t ter as  the incu m ben t .  

The next  I i s t  i n  our possess ion is  that for 1 8 1 1 .  The pos tmas ter a t  Woodstock 
then was John Carl ton . Can our readers who have access to the i n format ion 
covering the n ine years i n  between advise  us  whether John Car l ton i s  the man 
who fol lowed Titus H utch inson or were there other postmasters o f  Woods tock 
between these years? 

[December 7,  1 963] 

The Birth of the Distribution System 

The lead art icle in the October 1 850 i ssue of the Un ited States Postal  Guide 
and Officia l A dvert iser con tains  a h istory of Regu la tion 8 1  of the Post Office 
Regulat ion of 1 847 .  The au thor, who was probably  Peter G .  Washington , a 
former Audi tor of the Pos t Office Departmen t for some fourteen years , traces the 
origin of  Regulation 8 1  which dea l t  w i th the ma i l  d i s tr ibut ion sys tem . 

I t  is in terest ing to note that the au thor correc t ly s ta tes that  the Regu lat ions of 
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1 798 con tain no reference to distribution but that "each packet ,  from each 
office, s tarted off, by the bes t route it cou ld  find to each other o ffice, w i th no other 
designation for the packet or parcel con taining it than , the name of the state in 
which the office i s  s i tuated, or some other description by which the office in
tended may be certainly  d i s tinguished . "  

B u t  then h e  j u mps twelve years to set out tha t :  " In  the regulations o f  Mr .  
Granger the  elder, publ i shed 1 2th Ju ly ,  1 8 1 0, distr ibu tion offices are in troduced 
as wel l as geographical  div is ions of the mai l s . "  

This i s  a l l  wel l enough but  why  were the regu lat ions of 1 800, 1 804 and  1 808 
ignored? The answer may wel l lie in his  commen t regarding special  instruc
tions referred to in  Art. 8 of the Regulations of 1 8 1 0. He says: " What these specia l  
instructions were we have no means of knowing. " Thus the  pos t  office files and 
records of 1 8 1 0  were apparent ly  not avai lable forty years la ter in sofar as detai ls  of 
thi�. sort are concerned, nor were Regu lations for the years 1 800, 1 804, and 1 808 
known to the author. 

To rectify this oversigh t ,  af ter a hundred and twel ve years ,  we have examined 
the Regulations for the three years men tioned and can report  that Dis tr ibu tion 
offices are firs t mentioned in the regu l ations issued by P . M.  General Joseph 
Habersham on September 1 8, 1 800, in Article 8 of  Ins truction XI  Accounts ,  
which requires from Dis tr ibuting offices a transcript  of  the Account of  Letters 
and Newspapers Received for Dis tribution. 

This was apparen t ly the beginning of an attempt  to bri ng about  a more 
orderly rapid transmission of the mai l .  The Regulat ions issed by P . M .  General 
Granger on November 1 ,  1 804,  contain an excerpt from "An Act further to al ter 
and establ ish certain pos t  roads, and for the more secure carriage of the mail  of 
the Uni ted States , " passed May 3, 1 802, being Sect .  6 ,  w hich authorized the Post
master General to al low the postmasters at the several  dis tr ibut ing offices com
pensation adequate to their several services but  providing that i t  should not 
exceed five percent on the whole amoun t  of pos tage on letters and newspapers 
received for distribution. 

Uune l ,  1 963) 

Making Up The Mail ( 1 804) 

With the issuance of the Postal Regu lations dated November 1 ,  1 804, we find 
the first comprehensive and speci fic ins t ructions for the making up  of the mai ls  
at each post  office. 

Instruction VI I  of the 1 804 P.L . &R .  cal ls  for seven s teps:  Firs t ,  sorting the 
ou tgoing letters in to five parcels :  the first for those le t ters for offices in the state 
where the office i tse l f  was s i tuated; and then in four o ther parcel s ,  those let ters 
for post  offices in s tates north of the particular office in another parcel and 
similarly letters for s tates ly ing east, sou th or wes t in separate parcels .  

Second, each parcel described above was to be further separated in to paid, 
unpaid, ship,  and free let ters ,  and these were again to be separated in to single,  
double ,  triple and packets .  

Third,  this done, the post bi l l  was to be made out  by entering the numbers and 
amoun ts of each class and rate of letters. 

Fourth , having completed the pos t bi l l ,  i ts con ten ts was then to be en tered in 
the account  of mails sen t .  

Fifth , was to make up the le t ters in to a bundle,  pu tt ing the pos t-bi l l  a t  the top, 
wrap them in paper, and tie with string.  

S ixth ,  was to superscribe the bundle ( now cal led a mai l )  w i th the name of the 
office to which it was to be sen t if in  the same s tate, o therwise w i th the word 
Northern ,  Southern ,  Eastern ,  or Western depending on the direction from the 
office in which the mail s  were to pass .  
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Lastly ,  the bundles or (Mai l s )  were to be put in to the bags destined to receive 
them and these bags being securely t ied were then to be put  in to the "mai l -port
manteau"  which was to be locked and del ivered to the carrier. 

Then fol lows paragraph 8 of Instruction VII which l i s ts the D is tr ibu rion 
offices where the mai l s  addressed Northern,  Southern , etc. , were to be opened 
and redistr ibuted under special ins tructions which have not come down to us .  

I t  i s  i n teresting to note that a separate mail  was to be prepared by any post 
office wh ich had letters to del iver to the city in which was loca ted a d i s tr ibuti ng 
office to which the letters for beyond that office were to go under Northern, 
Southern , e tc.  

Reflection shows the w isdom of th i s  order on two counts :  First ,  there would be 
delay i f  Bal t imore letters were incl uded wi th say the Southern mai l  from Phi la
delphia ;  and second, there was no in tention of paying the Bal t imore pos tmaster 
the extra fee al lowed postmasters of distributing offices for the work of distri
bution at  h i s  office. There is  some i nd ica t ion however , that some pos tmas ters 
did not fol low the instructions, to the enrichmen t of the d i s tr ibu ting pos tmaster 
and to the cost of the Post Office Departmen t. 

[October 1 9, 1 963) 

The Distribution System III 

As long ago as 1 ,  June 1 963 we ran a column cal led "Bi rth of the Di s tri bu tion 
System . "  We also wrote another called "Making Up the Mai l  ( 1 804 ) "  which 
appeared i n  S ta mps for 1 9 , October 1 963 . I t  had been our  i n te n t ion Jong before 
this to continue the his tory of the mechan ics of mai l  d i s tr ibu tion in  this  country 
but our a ttention was d iverted to other matters. We should now l ike to pick up 
the thread of our story . 

In the regulations of Mr .  Granger published in July  1 8 1 0, no substantial 
cha n gc w ; i  s m;idt ·  in 1 l w  ;i n;1 1 1 g-t·n w 1 1  t s  pn'sn i bed in the Rcg-u Li I i on s o f  I 80 I .  :\' o r  

were there any  changes i n  the  Regu lations of March 1 8 1 7 ; Ju ly  1 820; March 1 825; 
and March 1 828. Wi th the ins tructions of Postmaster General Barry i ssued I ,  
May 1 832 the same general ru les o f  dis tr ibution were se t ou t. However, there are 
some relaxations and the phraseology is made more expl ic i t  whi le at the same 
time a sanction i s  provided for the observance of the rules for the fi rst  time. 

The 79th Article of the 1 832 regulat ions provides that "where there is a more 
direct route from your office to an office in another state than the one through a 
distributing office, a special  mai l  should be made up for such office; " and the 
90th Article provided that "a separate mail  for del ivery may be made up for the 
principal cit ies . "  

I t  i s  to  be noted here that there were i n  the case of some letters a second distr i 
bution of  the mails ,  as the distribution officers were required to open a l l  mails 
directed to the state in which that office was located and to give proper direction 
to each letter. 

In other words , the mai l s  first sen t in  the direction of the four cardinal  points 
of the compass were stopped at the first distribution in  each direction and there 
made up again by state and not by dis tribu ting offices .  

I t  i s  a l so thought that ,  carried to i ts logical conclusion,  there was probably a 
third and final distribution when the letter reached a d is tr ibu ting office in the 
state where the addressee l i ved. Except for the fact that the paper then was of 
better qua l i ty than much of today ' s  paper, it is a wonder that the reshuffl ing 
didn ' t  wear out much of the correspondence enrou te. 

[March 25, 1967) 

The Distribution System IV 

The problem of proper dis tribution of the mails con t inued to plague the post 
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office despi te the wel l in tentioned efforts of Mr.  McLean and h i s  successors. This 
was due in part to the rapid expansion of the postal system wi th large increases 
in the number of post offices and a considerable ex tens ion of i ts rou tes .  Couple 
these i tems with the fact  that  there was no new edi tion of the regulations pub
l ished between 1 832 and 1 843 and it can be readi ly  seen that there were bound to 
be mistakes made in the absence of complete and c lear ins tructions. 

Postmaster General Wickl i ffe , having been given an opportuni ty and the 
funds to publ i sh a new edi t ion of the regulations in 1 843,  seized the opportuni ty 
to attempt to reduce the number of dis tr ibu tions .  Thi s  took the form of a new 
regulation, being number 74 of the 1 843 edi tion, which reads as fol lows : 

"74 .  Deputy Postmasters wi l l  careful ly  assort the le tters , and a l l  letters addres
sed to offices in his own State, or offices the location of which are known to him,  
in  other S ta tes, he shal l  mai l  direct to such offices .  And when the location of the 
offices are not wel l  known, he shall  mai l  to the dis tr ibuting office nearest the 
point addressed by the course of the mai l ,  and wri te u pon the package the name 
of the office and State in ful l . "  

Thi s  regulation did away wi th the div i s ion o f  the mai l s  and their designation 
by the words Northern , Southern, Eastern , and Western . He also modified 
Article 95 of the 1 832 regulations by Article 1 08 of the 1 843 regulations which 
directed those Postmasters only to be reported who m ight mai l  to a dis tributing 
office when they should  have mailed direct to an office but  did not requ ire re
porting a Postmaster who incorrectly mailed direct rather than to a dis tributing 
office. 

[June 3, 1967) 

The Distribution System V 

While there was a lapse of eleven years between the 1 832 and 1 843 edi tion of 
the Posta l Laws and Regu lations, only four more years e lapsed unt i l  a new 
edi t ion was au thorized. Cave Johnson, who was Postmaster General in 1 847, 
approved a further change i n  the regulat ions governing the d i s tribu tion of  the 
mai ls .  

The 8 l st article of the regulations of 1 847 reads as fol lows :  
" 8 1 .  The postmaster wi l l  careful l y  assort letters addressed to  offices in  h i s  own 

s ta te, and a l l  letters addressed to distribu ting offices, capi tal s  of s ta tes and ter
ri tories, and a l l  letters to offices in other states,  s i tua ted between h i s  office and a 
distributing office, he sha l l  mai l  direct .  When a letter necessar i l y  passes through 
a distributing office, i t  shal l  be the duty of the postmaster to mai l  to the nearest 
distributing office short of the place where the let ter is directed, and wri te upon 
the packet the name of the office and s tate, and the letters D . P .O.  ( the usual 
abbreviation for "Distribu ting Post Office" )  for example :  A letter from 
Richmond, Virginia to Dayton, Ohio,  should be mai led and d i rected " Colum
bus, Ohio, D .P.O . " 

This language when compared wi th that  of Article 74 of the 1 843 P.L. &R. 
reveal s  that the post office department was s ti l l  s truggl ing wi th excess i ve dis
tributions,  which not only s lowed down the del i very of mai l  bu t was continuing 
to prove costly to the department, which was s ti l l  paying addi tional commis
s ions to the postmasters a t  the Distribut ing Offices for the extra work entai led in 
resorting, bundling, and writ ing new post bi l l s  for too many of the letters going 
through their offices. 

This t ime certainly the language employed would cure the d i fficul ties ! But 
the edi tor of " The Un ited States Posta l Guide" in a lengthy lead article in  his 
i ssue of October 1 850 thought t ime had proved otherwise .  He pointed out that 
when there was no dis tribution system of the present  sort, in 1 798, there were 630 
postoffices; when the 1 843 P.L.& R. res tricted d i s tr ibution there were 1 4,000 
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postoffices ,  and when i n  1 847  as he read the then new regu lation which to him 
invi ted a second distribu tion , there were 1 8 , 000 postoffices ,  and more trouble for 
the department.  

[August 26, 1967] 

The Distribution System VI 

I f  the postmasters were not confused by the language of Article 8 1  of  the postal 
regulations ,  a considerable number chose to disregard i ts d i rec tions .  Thus on 4 ,  
September 1 850, a circular was sen t  out by N .  K. Hal l ,  the then Pos tmaster 
General ,  who was i n ten t on bringing erring and i rresponsible postmasters in to 
l ine wi th  the regulations and particularly wi th h i s  i n terpretation of Article 8 1 .  
No more leniency and n o  more excuses .  Herew i th h i s  own langu age a s  i t  appears 
in the Circular of 4, September 1 850:  

"An exam i n a t ion of the post b i l l s ,  accou n t s  of  sen t and rece ived ,  and of the 

accounts of  Postmasters, has  d isclosed the fact that  the pub l is hed regulations are 
continual ly  disregarded. This  violation of the regulations is a t tempted to be 
excused by many Postmasters , by a l leging that their predecessors and o thers 
have, for a long period, been permi t ted to practice it w i thout  censure. After the 
end of the presen t quarter no such excuse wi l l  be admi t ted. Postmasters are ex
pected to make themselves thoroughly acquainted with their duty ,  and to see 
that the printed regulat ion s are strict ly fol lowed by all persons in their employ
men t ,  except only in  cases where d i fferen t instructions have been especial ly  
given . 

"Every Postmaster, or o ther officer of the Department ,  is required to report to 
the Postmaster General every violation of the law or regu la tions on the part of 
any other Postmaster or officer of  the Departmen t; and every Pos tmaster i s  espe 
c ia l l y  di rected to  send to  h i s  office a l l  let ters or  circu lars which  have been or  shal l  
be  sent h im by any other Postmasters in  regard to mai l i ng or d i s tr ibu tion of  
letters, or any change i n  the practice of his  office. Special  agents of the Depart
ment are required to report every Postmaster at  any importan t office who does 
not personal ly  superin tend i ts business .  

"The 8 l s t regulation must be observed, and, in  furtherance of  i t ,  d i s tr ibuting 
offices w i l l  mai l matter received from other offices for dis tr ibu tion direct to the 
office addressed, and wi l l  bag the package to the proper d i s tr ibuting or separa
ting office, so that the Departmen t shal l  in no case be charged w i th commissions 
for double distribu tion . "  

[September 9, 1967] 

The Distribution System VII 

Postmaster General Hal l ' s  c ircular  of September 4 ,  1 850 had appended to i t  a 
"P .S . " wi th  a further commen t  by way of a ttemp ted clari fication of the very 
knotty Article 8 1  of the regulations .  It is  in teres t ing and is as fol lows:  

" P . S .  As  some Postmasters represen t that they have not a copy of the 8 l s t 
Regu lation , or a l i s t  of the Dis tr ibuting Offices ,  a copy of the Regu la tion is 
subjoined w i th a list of the Dis tributing Offices . 

"The Dis tribution O ffice to which a letter must  be addressed from the office 
where it is depos i ted , is the one through which the le t ter mus t  last  pass on the 

way to i ts dest inat ion.  When Postmas ters cannot ascertain to what D i s tr ibu ting 
Office they ought to direct a package , they may take up and send the matter d i rect 
to the office to which it is addressed . " 

Then fol lowed a reprint ing of article,  or as i t  is now referred to sec tion 8 1  of 
the regu la tions and a l i s t  of the f i f ty-one d i s tr ibuting pos t offices .  

After l i s t ing the dis tr ibut ing offices the fol lowing further explana tion was 
appended: 
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"Th rough the Distributing Office is set down to the State in which it i s  
located, i t  wi l l  be seen from i ts location whether i t  does not embrace other S tates 
or parts of States in its Dis tribu tion District .  For example, Grand Ecore, La. , is 
the Distributing Office for all of Texas east of Trini ty River. Toledo, Ohio, 
distribu tes from the east into the southern part of  Michigan , and in l ike manner 
many other distributing offi ces distr ibute in to adjoining States . "  

[October 1 4, 1 967] 

The Distribution System VIII 

So Postmas ter General Hal l  had cured his department ' s  troubles wi th the 
distribution system, or had he? 

In the November 1 850 i ssue of The Un ited States Postal Guide the fol lowing 
appears under the heading Replies to our Correspondents :  

5.  The Postmaster at M � Conn . ,  thinks the l anguage of Regulation 81 is  
ambiguous .  Let us  analyze i t .  (Here then is Peter G .  Washington ' s  a ttempt to 
explain the meaning of Regulation 81 and the dis tribution system i t  contem
plated. ) 

I .  To al l  offices in your own State. 
2. To al l  offices that are di s tributing offices . 
3. To a l l  offices at capitals of States or Terri tories. 
4 .  To all offices ( though out of your State) s i tuated between you and the first 

distribu ting office, (in the line of the letter , )  i t  requires you to mail direc t. But 
what does this word direct mean? Why it s imply means the opposi te of  indirect, 
or through . You , in  Con necticut mai l  to Phi ladelphia direct; but you mai l  to 
Chester, Pa. , indirect or through Phi ladelphia .  But now that we have the 
meaning of  the word, let us  have a description of  the thing mean t .  When you 
mail direct, you send a bil l  of the letters upon which the office, to which you 
mai l ,  is accountable, and for which it i s  charged. When you mail indirect, as in 
the case of Chester , you make a bi l l  for the dis tribu ting Post Office, Philadel 
phia.  Phi ladelphia i s  not charged upon this  bi l l ,  but  Philadelphia makes a new 
bil l  upon which Chester is charged. 

Having thus disposed of the above four  classes of offices, and defined the 
meaning and process of mail ing direct ,  we come to that  class of  office out  of your 
own State, which cannot be reached but by the letters passing through a dis
tribu ting Post office. Some of the remote offices cannot be reached, by a le tter 
mai led by you, wi thout i ts passing through three, four, or even more, dis tribu
ting offices . This is what i s  meant by a let ter ' s  necessarily passing through a 
distributing Post office, and in that case the regulation provides tha t  you shall  
mail  " to the nearest distributing office short of  the place where the letter is 
directed. " That is, to the distributing office neares t to, and yet short of, the office 
to which the let ter i s  directed. Now what di stributing office is nearest  to, and 
short of, the office to which the letter is directed? 

It can only be certainly and accurately known by referring to the maps. If you 
have a map of the Un i ted S ta tes, or, i f  you have not, whenever you can get one, 
mark every distributing office, distinctly and prominently,  with a red lead 
penci l .  Mark, a l so, the principal mail l ines .  Look at the table of offices, for the 
county ,  and then determine by the map the direction of the county,  from the 
nearest proper dis tributing office. But you say, you have nei ther maps nor tables, 
very true. Many of you have none, and those which are in the hands of  o thers are 
imperfect and defective. But ,  nevertheless, do the bes t  you can, and you may have 
both tables and maps sooner than you think .  

[October 28, 1967] 
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The Distribution System IX 

In our last  column on this subj ect ,  w hich appeared in the 28, Octo ber 1 967 
issue of Stamps, we questioned whether Postmaster General Hal l  had cured the 
evi l s  of mul tiple distribu tion of the mai l by his c ircular of 4, September 1 850. 
Apparent ly  the answer is  "no" because we find that on 9, May 1 85 1  he issued a 
new circular  effective I ,  June 1 85 1  which a l tered the instructions of the con
trovers ia l  Regulation 8 1 .  This restored what he must have hoped wou ld be 
" l imited" double distribu tion . 

The new instructions were as fol lows :  
"POSTMASTERS wi l l  careful ly  assort the leuers deposi ted in  their office for 

mai l ing,  and wi l l  mai l  them as fol lows ,  lowi l :  
" I s l .  Every Postmaster in the New E ngland S tales wi l l  mai l ,  a n d  postb i l l  

direct lo  the place to  which they are addressed, a l l  leuers for pos l offices in  his  
own or any other New England Stale.  Every o ther postmaster wi l l  mai l  and 
postb i l l  d irect lo the place addressed all leuers for his own Stale or Terri tory; and 
all  Postmasters will mail and postbi l l  d irect a l l  leuers for posl  offices in  o ther 
Stales and Territories, which should nol pass through a distribu ting office on 
their proper route lo the office of del ivery. Every Pos tmaster wi l l  a l so postbi l l  
and mai l  direct a l l  leuers on  which the instruction "mai l  direct" shall  be  wriuen. 

"2d. Leners nol required by the foregoing provi s ions lo be mai led direct, sha l l  
be postbi l led and mai led lo  the distribu ting office through which they should 
first pass on the proper route lO the p lace of their destination - un less the 
mai l ing office be a distribu ting office . 

"3d.  A l l  leuers received al a distributing office for distribution, or deposi ted 
therein for mai l ing, and which are addressed lo any other distributing office, or 
lo places wi thin the Stale or Terri tory w here such distributing office is s i tuated, 
or lo p laces nol more than one hundred mi les dis tant from such dis tr ibu ting 
office, or  which would nol pass through a distribu ting office on the proper route 
lo the office of del ivery, shal l  be mai led direct ;  but  i f  the office of del ivery i s  more 
than one hundred mi les from such di stribu ting office , and the leuers shou ld 
properly pass through one or more distributing offices, they shal l  be mai led and 
postb i l l ed to the lasl distributing office through which they are lo pass on their 
route lo the office of del ivery . 

" (Further instructions as lO the mai l ing of leuers of which special  accounts are 
required, wi l l  be addressed lo, and affect only ,  the distributing offices . ) 

"4th .  Each package containing leuers mai led and postbi l led direct should be 
plain ly  d irected on the outside with the name of the office lo which i t  is lo be 
sent, and of the State in which such office is s i tuated. 

"Packages containing leuers for distribu tion should be plain ly directed in the 
same manner, wi th the addi tion of the leuers ' D . P .O . ' ( for Distribu ting Posl  
Office) after the name of the office . " 

[June 1 5, 1 968) 

The Distribution System X 

El i  Bowen, with the example of Peter G .  Washington, who had been the 
audi tor of the Treasury for the Post Office Department and after leaving had 
started the monthly publ ication of The Un ited Sta tes Posta l Gu ide, decided lO 
wri te a book cal led the Un ited States Post Office Gu ide, which was publ i shed in 
New York by D .  Appleton & Company in 1 85 1 . 

E l i  Bowen, having been employed in  the con trac t office of the posl office de
partment ,  was himself  well quali fied to put forth a plan for d i s tribution of the 
mai l  which wou l d  t:'ffect  not only more ra pid dcli vt:'ry b u t  al so economies from 
less frequent distribution or perhaps one should say by e l iminating all but one 
distribution.  
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His plan as descri bed in his book from which we quote, is  as fol lows: 
"The plan which I herewith submi t  to the postmaster-general (and which he 

requested me to furnish him in detai l )  wil l  be found to be sufficien tly indicated 
and i l lus trated in thi s  work. Whatever it i s ,  i t  is whol ly ,  exclusively ,  and entirely 
original in design. To sustain s ingle distribu tion , the mai l ing postmaster must  
know how the office addressed is  supplied, and the poin t  where s i tuated. To give 
him thi s  information, I have caused to be indexed, to each and every office in 
existence a t  the 30th ,  June ,  1 85 1 ,  a l l  the rou tes upon which they are respective ly  
s i tuated, and from which they respectively receive their supplies of  mai l  matter. 
This work has cost me over one thousand dol lars for clerical l abor, but inasmuch 
as i t  affords a complete exposition of the mai l service, the posi tion of one office 
to another, and to a l l ,  the sum had not ,  I hope, been al together misapplied. By i ts 
aid a letter can very eas i ly  be traced from an inferior to a more importan t office, 
or to the nearest through route. But whi le  the indexes along might not prove 
particularly valuable in  faci l itating single dis tr ibution,  considered as a s ingle 
paramount i tem, I have furthermore caused to be prepared a skele ton map, 
embracing all the counties in the Uni ted S tates , and giving the geographical 
posi tions of  the various distributing offices w i th the leading through rou tes 
connecting one to another, and commanding the various coun ties assigned to 
them as radiating poin ts .  This,  therefore, furnishes the key - the outlet  to a l l  
matter from the indexes ,  and the whole scheme cannot fai l  to prove a s  s imple ,  a s  
the written records of the general post office show i t  to  be practicable.  

"A letter ,  therefore, mai led at  a remote poin t  ( say Austin,  Texas ) ,  for an 
inferior town in Maine, may be mai led direct to Portland or to Boston , as the case 
might be, for distribution . I f  the office addressed should be on the main rou te 
between Boston and Portland, the letter would  require no distribu tion whatever, 
inasmuch as the postmaster might readi ly ascertain that fact by referring to the 
index attached to the office addressed. If  it be not on such rou te ,  or on radiating 
from the leading route, then by a glance at the map, he would discover whether 
the county in  which the office might be si tuated, i s  w i thin Portland or Boston 
distribution; and in  ei ther event, he would mail direct to the proper office for 
distribution . This simple rule wi l l  apply to letters emanating in any quarter of 
the country , for any other quarter. I t  works a l l  ways and always the same way.  
The whole scheme i s  based upon the flows from,  ! s t, the indexes to the routes; 
and, 2d, t h e  map of the counties and distr ibuting offices , which merely ,  i l l us 
trate the  rou tes. Withou t these indexes , the map - any  map - would  be  com
paratively va lueless, whi le wi thout  the map.  the indexes , for purposes of dis 
tribution , would at  least  not be as serviceable as they otherwise must prove. 

"This  scheme being based upon the present distr ibu tion scheme of the post
master genera l ,  wi l l  prove especia l ly  useful  to the grea t business public ,  for 
whose wants this work is especia l ly i n tended, no matter what consideration may 
hereafter be bes towed upon i t  by the Post O ffice Department . " 

Uuly 1 3, 1 968] 

The Distribution System XI 

The change in instructions for making up the mail issued by Postmaster 
General Ha l l  on May 8, 1 85 1  surprised E l i  Bowen, who had undertaken to wr i te 
The Un ited Sta tes Post Office Guide publi shed by Appleton in  1 85 1 .  

Bowen was ahead of his  time and apparent ly  h i s  ideas were thou ght to be 
too compl ica ted to be put into effect by the departmen t i tself .  In  what was a 
hopefu l tone ,  however, he wrote after se tt ing out the instructions of May 8 ,  
1 85 1  in fu l l :  

"Here, then, i s  double-distribution, a n d  w i th i t  m u s t  ensue a l l  the expenses 
and delays that formerly characterized the service. A postmaster at  an in ferior 
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point, in  South Carolina,  in  mai l ing a letter for an  inferior office near Boston, as 
the case may be, must dispatch the letters to the nearest distribut ion office on the 
route of the letter, whence i t  wi l l  be sen t to New York, Boston, or some other 
distribution point  short of the place addressed. This scheme is ,  therefore - (wi th 
some slight modi fication) ,  the same which prevai led for years unti l  the reforms 
introduced by Mr. Wick l iffe .  

"It  is grat i fying to us to know, that no matter what scheme of distribu tion may 
be laid down by the postmaster general ,  the p lan and means we have originated 
to aid postmasters in mai l ing, as well as in the detai ls  of all their other duties, 
will not, in the least, be impaired. The indexes to the sources of supply, and the 
map of distribution offices are, i f  possible, more valuable under this new regula
t ion of the postmaster general , than they cou ld  have been even under a strictly 
single distribution scheme - for while plans may be al tered, from time to time, 
no plan has ever emanated from the department to correct the errors w hich 
necessari ly  flow from distr ibution . "  

[July 27, 1 968) 

The Distribution System XII 

The next mention of distribution problems of  which we have a record is the 
rather frus trated comments of PMG James Campbell in  his  report of December 
4, 1 854 .  Apparen tly the same old problem of mult iple distributions was s t i l l  
plaguing the Post Office Department despi te the wholesome sugges tions of  El i  
Bowen, se t  out at some length in our previous column on this  subject. H is report 
contains the fol lowing reference to the subject :  

"The proper distri bu tion of mail  matter in  a country so vast as ours ,  w i th so 
many mail  routes , and so many post offices, i s  a subject attended with great 
difficu l ty ,  and to which the attention of my predecessors has frequently been 
directed. Letters , instead of having one, or at most two distribu tions, have been 
distributed four or five times before their arrival at the des t ined poin t .  The conse
quence has been that the distribu tion and del ivery commissions have almost 
consumed the postage; but the worst evi l  aris ing from th is  practice has been,  that 
great delays have been occasioned, which have always been the subject of  j ust 
complain t .  

"To distribute mai l  matter properly,  requires a minute knowledge of  mai l  
arrangements,  and this the department a lone can have. I f  the pos tmasters at  the 
various di stributing post offices were permi tted to make their own distr ibu tion 
schemes, w i th their necessarily imperfect knowledge, great mistakes must occur; 
and instead of a letter being mai led direct to the distr ibuting office to which it 
belongs , it would be mai led from point  to poin t  along the route unti l  i t  reached 
i ts destined point .  To prevent these delays, and at the same t ime to possess myself 
of the local know ledge of the postmasters at  the distributing post offices, I caused 
to be forwarded to me the di fferent schemes of distribution. Some of them I 
found qui te perfect, bu t the great maj ori ty of them were very defective, and my 
only surprise has been that greater delays i n  the del ivery of letters have not taken 
place. I am now having prepared distri bu tion schemes for every distr ibu ting 
office in the coun try , a l lotting to each i ts proper distri bu tion. When they are 
completed, the postmaster at the mai l ing point  can, by turn ing to his scheme 
and looking to the counties and towns in each S tate a l lotted to the various dis
tri bu ting offices , be enabled to mail  direct. 

"The department wi l l  l ikewise have the importan t matter of distribution 
under its exclusive control ; and when new mail arrangemen ts are made by rai l
road or otherwise, which would change the course of dis tribution, the di fferent 
offices can be instructed accordi ngly. Much,  however, remains to be done. Every 
distribution causes delay; and this must necessarily take place, under our present 
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system, once or twice, which is one great cause of the complain t  that letters do 
not reach their point of des t ination as soon as passengers. When the let ter is from 
one distributing office to another, the mai l ing is d irect, and if sent on i ts proper 
course, there is  no good reason for any delay. The mail ing, indeed, should be 
direct from every post office in the U n i ted S tates to another; but  this ,  under our 
present  system, I view as impract icable. W i th our existing regu lations,  which 
prescribe that every postmaster shal l mai l  direct to the place addressed a l l  letters 
for his  own S tate or Terri tory , and a l l  letters for post  offices in other S tates or 
Terri tories which should not pass through a distribu ting office on their proper 
route to the office of del ivery, rigorously enforced, and the new schemes of dis
tribut ion in operation at the various distributing offices, I trus t  to be able to give 
to our mails greater speed and regular i ty . "  

[September 7 ,  1968) 

Post Office Maps 

It has been a matter of considerable in terest  to your edi tors as to how a coun try 
postmaster prior to the Civi l War would  ever be able to properly rate his  le t ters or 
dispatch them properly wi thou t  some assistance other than the postal  laws and 
regulations. 

The matter of rating was not so terribly difficu l t  when one examines the early 
l i s ts of tables of post offices which carried the dis tances from the s tate capi tols 
and from Washington City of each post  office. This  assuming a t  least a ske tchy 
knowledge of the geography of the U n i ted S tates. 

However, when it comes to the matter of the dispatching of mai ls  that was a 
horse of a di fferent  color. 

The Post Office Department had no maps of its own so far as we have been able 
to determine unti l  the Department acquired a topographer of i ts own . The first 
reference to such a posi tion is found in the U. S .  Regis ter published in I 835 pur
porting to list all of the officers and agents, c iv i l ,  mi l i tary, and naval, in  the 
service of the Uni ted S tates on the 30th September 1 835 .  We find D. H. Burr, 
Topographer, at  a salary of $ I  ,000 per annum. 

A footnote in  Leech ' s  H istory of the Post  Office Departmen t says the first 
designation of topographer is  found in  a law of 1 836,  and further s ta tes that for 
some t ime previous to 1 836 Capt. W .  H .  Swift, an officer of the Uni ted S tates 
engineer corps. rendered ass istance towards the surveys and mapping of the post 
rou tes .  

We have long sought an example of the Burr maps for our reference l ibrary 
wi thout  marked success. So lately we have se t tled for a set of negative prints of 
the set we located in the National Archives, Cartographic Section . 

The originals are beaut i fu l ly  drawn and must have been of a great service to 
the postmasters who could afford them.  

[September 16,  1967) 

Post Office Maps II 

In our column of I 6, September 1 967 we touched on the matter of Post Office 
maps . This has resul ted in some correspondence on the subject from in terested 
readers .  

Among others who wrote us ,  was Delf N orona, of Moundsvi l le, West 
V irginia .  Mr.  Norona has been interes ted in postal his tory for many years, 
having au thored a general catalog of Postmarks of the Uni ted S tates in 1 935 .  
Also ,  more recently ,  he wrote an interesting and in formative article on "Ph i la
tel ic  Cartography" which was publi shed in the I 964 Congress Book of the 
A merican Philatelic Congress. 

In  Mr .  Norona's  article he discusses the Moll  maps which were used during 
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the Colonia l  period of the post office in  North A merica. He a lso states correctly 
that during the period prior to the appointment of David H. Burr as Topo
grapher, maps produced by private individuals were purchased by the Post 
Office Department and furnished to some postmasters. 

Mr. Norona mentions a map produced in 1 796 by Abraham Bradley, Jr . , a 
portion of which is reproduced as F igure #2. publ i shed w i th this article. This 
must be the same Abraham Bradley, Jr . ,  who was appointed Ass is tan t Post
master General by Joseph Habersham, the Postmaster General in 1 800. Leech 
says Bradley remained w i th the Department for nearly thirty years. The records 
would indicate he lost h i s  place when Presiden t J ackson ins t i tu ted the spoi ls  
system. 

John Johnson, J r. also inquires as to the role of  the Capt. W .  H. Swift ,  men
tioned by Leech in  our earl ier column,  and the date of  the Burr maps. The Burr 
maps bear the date of 1 839.  The mapping work of Captain Swi ft was primarily 
the production of maps of specific rou tes. There i s  reference to postal maps of 
1 830-32 in  his biography,  but i t  i s  bel ieved that these were not prin ted or dis
tributed to postmasters, but were for the use of the departmen t in Washington 
i tself. 

Captain Swift  was an in teresting individual in h i s  own righ t. He was a mem
ber of the Corps. of Topographical Engineers when it was first formed on 7, Ju ly 
1 838 under command of Col J .  J .  Aben. He was a graduate of West Point ,  and in 
1 8 1 9  was a member of the scient i fic party wh ich formed a part of the so-cal led 
Yel lowstone Expedi t ion, which in  that year traveled up  the M issouri  r iver as far 
as Counci l B luffs . The nex t year the exploration party, u nder Major S tephen H .  
Long, the then Lieutenant Swift being a member, j o urneyed westward along the 
north ban k of the P latte river to its forks when they crossed over to the sou thern 
bank of the South Fork and continued unt i l  they reached the Rocky Mountains .  
Lt .  Swift measured P i ke ' s  Peak, but misjudged the a l ti tude of the base plain 
above sea level and thereby missed i t s  true heigh t. 

[January 20, 1968] 

A Disgruntled Postmaster 

The subject of th i s  col umn is Col in Bishop, postmaster in  1 838 at Tuscumbia, 
Alabama. His case i s  proof posi tive that one should not " count his  chickens 
before they are hatched"  or even when they have ha tchfd in some cases. 

We w i l l  let him speak for himself by reporting the contents of a letter he wrote 
to his Congressman on Ju ly  2 ,  1 838. The letter was sent by the Eastern Pony 
Express Mai l  prepaid as req uired by the Congressional Resolu tion of the 
previous September. Here it i s :  

Honbl R .  Chapman 

Dear Sir, 

Tuscumbia, Ala. 
2 ,  Ju ly  1 838 

Yes terday agreeably to the Postmaster Gen! order (a fter a heavy expense) I had 
ju st commenced Distr ibuting when the Postmas ter from Florence came to me 
wi th a letter from W i l l iam H. Dundas ( for the first ass i s tant P M Gen 'L)  
inform ing h im that  the  Postmaster Gen ' !  had coun termanded the remova l of the 
Distribu ting Office from Florence to Tuscumbia .  We had jus t  moved the office 
from Florence to Tuscum bia, and then packed it up and sent i t  back to F lorence. 
Why, s ir ,  is i t  poss i ble that after the Postmaster Gen ' !  letter to yourse lf, J udge 
Clay and Mr.  Martin setting forth the advantages that Tuscumbia had over 
Florence, he can have order the letter wri tten that was sen t to the Postmaster at 
Florence saying that he coun termanded the whole.  Now, s ir ,  besides what effect 
i t  may have on the public ,  I can assure you that i t  has brought ruin and abject 
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poverty on me. I n  consequence of the order from the P .  M .  Gen ' !  to me to take the 
distributing office here the first of Ju ly, I gave up my Magis tra te ' s  office and 
auction business, which was worth to me the double of what the postoffice has 
been worth to me ( for after paying house rent ,  clerk hire and board, the office is  
not worth more than $350. ) .  The l i t tle I get by the postoffice and my other two 
l i ttle offices which I have given up ( and successors appointed in  my place) I was 
enable to support my l i t t le  family and pay something to my credi tors each year, 
and now all I have must go to the hammer and no chance for rel ief, and beside a l l  
th i s  I have involved mysel f in order to  prepare for the  Dis tri bution,  upward of  
$ 1 ,000. I cannot think that  Mr .  Kenda l l  ever gave the  order. P lease see Mr .  
Kenda l l  yourself wi th  J udge Clay  to  whom I have also wri t ten and know the 
facts of the matter, and p lease wri te me by express i f  you please. I know you 
cannot know what I feel a fter seeing a prospect of a l i t t le competency in  my 
a ffliction , and being able to pay all my debts, and then expend nearly the half of 
what l i ttle I had to prepare for it .  I can not think i t  is so, a l though I saw Mr. 
D undas ' s  let ter to Mr. Coffee at Florence. 

Your fr iend and humble  servant,  
Isl Colin B i shop 

P lease ascertain as early as possi ble and let  me know. 

From the records i t  would appear that despi te his urgen t plea, Mr. B i shop was 
unsuccessful in  securing any rel ief for i t  was to be some eight (8)  years before the 
Di stributing Office was moved to Tuscumbia and by that t ime he was no longer 
Postmas ter of Tuscumbia.  

Alabaman his torians please take note of this  let ter on what  must be an in
teres t ing local s tory of pol i t ica l  maneuver ing. 

[February 3, 1 968) 

Hall vs. Benedict ( 1 )  

One o f  our readers, John 0 .  Johnson J r . ,  o f  Waltham, Massachusetts ,  has been 
k ind enough to forward a copy of a broadside composed by Lewis Benedict in 
1 850. 

Mr.  Benedict was the postmaster at  Albany, New York, during 1 850.  He was 
removed from his post in the fal l  of  that year after a heated exchange of letters 
between himself  and N .  K. Hal l ,  the then Postmaster General of the Uni ted 
S ta tes . The broadside was addressed to Presiden t M i l lard Fi l lmore whose law 
partner N. K .  Hall had been .  

The di fferences between the two men arose, innocently enough , according to 
Benedict, by reason of an inquiry sen t  to the Postmaster General on 20, August 
1 850 respecting an inquiry the Albany postmaster had received from a 
postmaster in  Washington County, New York . The inquiry was what  should be 
done abou t an unpaid advertisement for a convention in  Cazenovia, New York, 
received a t  his office. Benedict  reported he had advised his correspondent that the 
practice of the Albany office was to return that type of matter to the office from 
which it came and to enclose and charge the person sending the matter if his  
name cou ld be ascertained wi th letter postage. Benedict then suggested the 
desirabi l i ty of a circular from Washi ngton covering the subject  as he went  on to 
state that in his  opinion large masses of handbi l l s  were sen t  through the post 
offices not prepaid because the postmaster general ly  did not u nders tand their 
duty with respect to them. 

No answer having been received to this inquiry, Benedict wrote again on 
August 3 1 st to Postmaster General Hal l  setting out in some deta i l  how the 
Albany office had been in the habi t of col lecting postage for handbi l l s , circulars 
and advertisements, etc. entering the amoun t  of the postage col lected in a book 
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kept for that purpose but  not entering the i tems on the Post B i l l s  sen t  wi th the 
i tems when forwarded in the post  bags . The total of  the receipts for the quarter 
from such matter was said to have been entered as part of the total receipts at I tern 
No. 6 of the quarterly accoun t  current .  He further reported that on further ex
amination of the regula tions he had discovered that a c ircu lar had been issued 
ordering the making ou t of Post B i l l s .  He demurred at  this  ex tra labor of  mak ing 
up postbi l ls  and asked w hether i t  was in tru th necessary. 

This brought a response from Mr.  Hall in  a let ter of 2 ,  September 1 850. In  this 
letter he was firmly informed that the post office department was well aware that 
i ts regulations and ins tructions regarding the matter of  postbi l l s  for hand bi l l s , 
c irculars, etc. as wel l as in  other respects were being disregarded a t  many offices 
but particularly by larger offices, and that a circular on th i s  subject and other 
would soon be forthcoming. Benedict was also warned that repeated violations 
of the regulations and ins tructions on the part of postmasters would be grounds 
for their removal from office. 

Therea fter the ci rcu lar  4 th ,  Septem ber 1 85 0 ,  port ions of wh ich have been the 
subject of our previous columns on the D istr ibution system, was issued. 

[December 30, 1 967] 

Hall vs. Benedict II 

Mr. Benedict was next the recipient of a short let ter dated September 1 2 , 1 850 
from PMG Hal l ,  who was a t  the Buffalo post office, inquiring why Albany was 
not obeying the ins tructions of regu lation 81 and the c i rcular of September 4 ,  
1 850. 

Responding, somewhat  tongue in cheek it would seem,  Benedic t  repl ied as 
follows: 

A lbany, Sept.  1 4 th ,  1 850 

Dear Sir :  - Your favor of the 1 2 th is received . The day after the receipt  of your 
circular, I told my assistant that he must  at tend to mai l ing matter agreeably to 
directions, and that  pre-paid papers must be en tered on the way b i l ls .  I t  appears 
he unders tood me to refer to papers only.  - This I did not  know unt i l  the receipt 
of your letter, which I suppose refers to matter sen t to Bu ffalo for dis tribution. I f  
i t  does not  please advi se to  what  i t  does refer . 

Hon. N . K .  Hal l .  P . M .  General 

Respectfu l ly yours, 
L. Benedict  

This brough t down the whole wrath of the worthy P . M . G . Hal l  who repl ied 
on September 1 6, 1 850 sett ing ou t a b i l l  of particu lars as to the fai lures of the 
Albany office: 

Bu ffalo, Sept.  1 6 th, 1 850 

Pos t Master, Albany 

Dear S i r: - Yours of the 1 4 th i s  received . It shows very clearly the grea t effort 
you have made to correct the abuses which my circular of  the 4th was designed to 
correct. It seems you said something to your assistan t abou t  i t; something which 
he cou ld not or did not desire to understand, and that  was the only trouble you 
gave yourself  in regard to i t .  This is not the measure of effort to discharge his  
duty, which the Departmen t requires of Post Masters, receiving a compensation 
of $4000 a year . 

All  Post Masters of this  class are premptori ly requ i red to a t tend personally to 
the du ties of their offices, and know that the regu lations and instructions of the 
Departmen t are observed, and if they do not do it, they wi l l  be reported to the 
President  for removal . 
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I f  for $4000 a year you can only afford to te l l  your assistant  something that he 
docs not understand, whenever you receive, importan t and posi t ive instructions 
from the Department ,  it is  not very l ikely that he will think he can afford to do 
more than make a reasonable effort to find some excuse for evading directions, 
which the Head of the office treats with indifference or con t<:mpt .  Clerks of  less 
salaries feel or may well  feel sti l l  less responsib i l i ty for the acts, and omissions of 
a l l  his subordinates. 

The circulars and regula tions must be rel igiously observed at  your office, and 
you must personally know the fact .  If they are not observed, the examinations 
ordered will disclose the fact ,  and hereafter abuses in Post Offices, will be ferre ted 
out ,  and corrected if it is in the power of the Department to do i t .  

I overhauled your Buffalo bag, on Saturday even ing myse l f, after i t  arrived 
from Albany, and the examination showed how wel l  the Circular had been 
fol lowed. 

On your four  Buffalo Dis tribu tion Bi l l s  of Sept. 1 4 th . there were in one lot 27 
letters of IO cen ts and on ly 25 in the packet .  One paid by stamp in  the packet,  was 
not on the bil l  a t  all .  One of I Sets .  was not on the B i  I I  - the B i l l  s ta ted 6 a t  10 cts .  
paid distributed, and there were only 5 in the package; there was one a t  1 1  cts . on 
the Bi l l ,  and no such let ter in the package. Of  the 67 on the Bi l l ,  57 had been 
before distribu ted a t  your office, and were again sen t here for dis tribu tion in 
violation of the Circular,  and of the other 1 0, one was addressed to J amestown, 
N . Y .  

In  the package for Detroit  distribu tion , 4 4  out  of  5 1  had been dis tribu ted a t  
your office, and should have been sent direct to  the  offices to  which they were 
directed on the let ters , agreeable to my circu lar .  

In  the package for distribution at Erie, Pa . , two out  of  the three had also been 
dis tribu ted at your office. 

There are great complaints of the grosses t irregu lari ties at your office, and 
these examinations lead me to suppose there is  too much reason to bel ieve them 
well founded. On Saturday a package of 15 let ters from Jamestown, N . Y . ,  ( and 
some of them doubtless con taining remi t tances)  was returned from Chicago to 
the Buffalo office, having been improperly bagged, and gross mis takes in 
bagging, and i l legi ble directions on wrappers, are said to be frequen t at  your 
office. 

Since I have been here, I have been shown several packages sent here from your 
office, which should have been sen t  in to the northern coun ties or down the river, 
instead of being sen t here. 

These irregu lari ties and the continued violations of  instructions and regu la
tions must not be continued. 

[January 6, 1968] 

In great haste, very resp' f 'y ,  
(S igned )  N. K .  Ha l l ,  P .M .  Gen ' ! .  

Hall vs. Benedict III  

Mr. Benedict ,  having set out the exchange of let ters between himself and 
Postmaster General Hal l  as reported in our columns of December 30th and 
January 6th, proceeded to at tempt to jus t i fy himself. 

He does this by taking up the poin ts one by one that  were raised in Hal l ' s  letter 
of September 1 6th to him and rebutting them as fol lows, Mr. Hal l  says in i t :  

" I  overhauled your Buffalo bag on Saturday evening myself ,  after i t  arrived 
from Albany, and the examination shows how wel l  the circu lar has been 
fol lowed. On your four Buffalo distribution bi l l s  of September 1 4 th ,  there were 
in one lot 27 letters of 1 0  cen ts ,  and only 25 in the package; one paid by stamp in 
the package was not on the bi l l  a t  a l l .  O ne of 1 5  cts. was not on the bi l l .  The bi l l  
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s ta ted 6 a t  I 0 cts .  pa id  d i s tr ibuted and there were only  5 i n  the package . There was 
I at  1 1  cen ts on the bill and no such le t ter in  the package. 

Now the fol lowing bi l l s  were sent by me to Buffalo on S aturday,  the 1 4 th 
Sept . ,  v i z : -

! .  One b i l l  a t  7'14 A .M .  of 70  le t ters for d i s t r ibu t ion.  
2 .  One bi l l  a t  7'14 A . M .  of  1 8  le t ters for del i very.  
3 .0ne bi l l  a t  9 A . M .  of  28 le t ters for de l i very.  
4 .  One b i l l  a t  6 P . M .  of 61 l e t ters for de l ivery . 
The two f i rs t  arrived a t  Buffa l o  about 9 P . M .  The th i rd cou ld  not have arrived 

before 3 A . M .  Su nday , and the l a s t  not before 9 A . M .  Sunday .  
The package which Mr .  H a l l  cal l s  27 le t ters was undoubtedly that of  28 w hich 

left Albany a t  9 A . M .  Saturday ,  and arrived i n  Buffalo Sunday morn ing. Yet  he 
overhau led it h imsel f on Saturday even i ng. " 

Aga i n ,  the le t ter ment ioned i n  the above ex tract as paid by s tamp, was on the 
b i l l  which left  A lbany ,  6 P . M .  S aturday , and arrived a t  Buffa lo Sunday forenoon .  
Yet  Mr .  Hal l  "overhauled i t  h imsel f" on Saturday evening. 

As to a le t ter being marked a t  1 1  cen ts ,  when there was no such le t ter,  i t  i s  pre
pos terous .  One had need be very credu lous to bel ieve such a mi s take cou ld  occur .  
M r. Hal l  says a l so ,  "on your Buffalo d i s t r ibut ion b i l l  of the 1 4 th there was a lot  
of  27 le t ters " when i n  fact ,  there were 28,  and when i t  was not a bi l l  for d i s tr i bu
t ion,  but  for del ivery . The 1 5  cen t  l e t ter, w h ich he says was not on the b i l l ,  was on 
the bi I I .  

M r. Ha l l  says he overhau led my four d i s t r ibu tion b i l l s  on Saturday even i ng, 
w hen in fact, of the four b i l l s , bu t  one was for d i s tribu t ion , and three for del i very. 

[March 2 ,  1968] 

Hal l  vs. Benedict IV 

In our co l umn of March 2nd we con t in ued w i th Mr .  Benedic t ' s  open l e t t er to 

M i l l ard F i l l more protes t ing  the treatmen t he had received from N .  K. Hal l ,  
P . M . G . ,  as we do  i n  th i s  col umn .  Mr .  Bened ict  con t inues:  

"The gross blunders and m i ss tatemen ts a l ready exposed are suff ic ie n t  to cas t a 
doubt u pon any accoun t give by Mr .  H a l l  of what  he did overhaul  on that  oc
casion. 

"Aga in ,  Mr. H a l l  presen ts  the fol low i ng matters in the same let ter in the form 
of charges aga ins t  the A lbany  office: " O f  the 67 on the b i l l "  ( there was no such 
bi l l ,  but there was one of 70 )  "57  had been d i s t r ibuted before at your off ice ,  and 
were aga in  sen t here for d i s tr i bution i n  v iolat ion of  the circu lar ,  and of  the other 
1 0 , one was addressed to J ames town ,  N . Y .  I n  the package for Detro i t  
d is tr ibu t ion ,  44  ou t of 5 1  had been d i s tr ibu ted at  your office, and  shou ld  have 
been sen t d i rect to the offices to which they were d i rected. 

" Now , M r. Hall wel l knows at this very t im( '  that every o ffice in the U n i ted 
S tates was i n  the same prac t ice of which he affects to compla in .  As an ev idence 
that such was the pract ice o f  a l l  d i s tr ibut ion offices down to the 24th of Sept . ,  I 
refer to my le t ler of that  date to the department i n  wh ich are reported, pursuan t 
to orders ,  the fol lowing offices for sending  mat ter to th i s  office for d i s t r ibu t ion 
which had before been d i s t r ibuted, v i z :  Boston, Toledo, Wash i ngton ,  Har t ford, 
New York,  Erie, ( Penn . ) ,  W heel ing, I ndianapol i s ,  and Ba l t imore . M oreover I 
had in formed Mr .  Ha l l  i n  my le t ter of Sept .  1 4 th ,  the rece ipt  of wh ich i s  ac
knowledged in h i s  answer of the 1 6th ,  why h i s  orders had not  been carried out .  

" I  s ta te ,  i n  th i s  con nect ion ,  that  I repor ted pursuant  to M r. Hal l ' s  d i rect ions 
on the 6th and 7th Sept. , some 400 offices as v io la t ing the regu la t ion above 
referred to, No. 8 1 .  

M r. Benedict then goes on t o  compla in  of the s ty le  of  Mr .  H a l l ' s  le t ter of 
Septem ber 1 6th ,  compari ng i t  to the "snar l ings of a cur with the in solence of the 
despot to h i s  serf. " He a l so compla ins  that his compensation as pos tmaster was 
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overstated by $800 by M r. Hall and that in any event he did not gauge his  pam
otism by the dol lars he was paid for his services as postmaster of Albany. H e  also 
makes ou t a case for the fact that, al though certa in postbags were said to have 
been overhauled on Saturday night,  the fact was that they could not have reached 
Buffalo unt i l  the fol lowing day , Sunday. He then con tinues lo excoriate the 
eminent Postmaster General for some addit ional four lengthy paragraphs and 
concludes wi th the fol lowing: 

" I  now leave the subject with yoursel f  and the public .  I have said that I was 
preparing to address Mr. Hal l ,  when I was informed through the public press, of 
my removal .  From the same source I learn that I have been removed as a punish
ment for my pol i tical opinions.  However, that may be, the considerations of the 
reasons for my removal are for another time and place. Bu t  if it be so, this chas
tening dispensation wi l l  be borne wi th all the greater res ignation, because i t  
protects me from being again subjected to  that official  arrogance and imperti 
nence general ly displayed by men of small  in te l lect and mean disposi tion,  when 
acciden tal ly  and most unexpectedly elevated to dist inguished posi tions . " 

Thus ends this gl impse into the past .  Mr.  Hal l  disposed of the matter by the 
removal of Mr. Benedict, bu t the Albany postmas ter certainly rel ieved himself by 
the preparation of h i s  lengthy open letter in h i s  own defense even though it did 
not bring back h i s  position. 

We leave you, gen tle readers, to make your own assessment of the case. Cer
tainly  there are those who thought wel l  of Mr .  Ha l l ,  as you w i l l  learn when we 
reach h im in our thumbnail  sketches of those persons who have fi l led the office 
of Postmaster Genera l ,  and Mr.  Benedict did not secure the removal of his 
superior from his  post .  

[March 30,  1968] 

Excerpts from the U.  S. Postal Guide & Official Advertiser 

In an earl ier col umn we made men tion of The Un ited Sta tes Posta l G u ide and 
Officia l A dvert iser, publ ished monthly from July 1 850 to June 1 852. I t  contains 
a wealth of material  on the con temporary pos t  office establ ishment.  One of i ts 
interest ing features was the inclusion of questions from postmas ter subscribers. 
These queries reveal the dedicated atti tude toward their jobs that many of these 
men had. Here are a few which we have found of i n teres t .  

From the issue of  September, 1 850: 
"The Postmaster at C____, Georgia, mani fests a com mendable feel ing, in the 

desire he expresses, to obtain all the information he can in relation to the Post 
Office system, for the benefi t of his neighbors as wel l  as h imself .  I t  i s  the r ight  
spir i t ,  and must lead to  his  being a useful man, and efficient  officer . We wi l l  be 
happy to minister to this spirit ,  and as long as he w i l l  agree to l isten we wi l l  
promise to  preach . We stop now,  not  because we have no more to say, but 
because we have no more page to contain . " 

"The Postmaster al C____, I l l inois ,  s t i l l  misunderstands the postage on 
newspapers. We, therefore, repeat ,  the postage is one cen t for any dis tance in  the 
S tate. It must  be out of  the S tate, and over 1 00 mi les  for the paper to be subject to a 
cent and a half .  He says the las t table of Post Offices in  his  office was i ssued in  
1 846, and the  last volume of  regulations in 1 843 .  His  case is that of but too many 
others . It is difficul t  to imagine how an office can be carried on in such a condi
tion. " 

From the i ssue of October, 1 850: 
"The Postmaster a t  S____, Ga. , asks, i f  a letter i s  addressed to A .  B. ,  to the care 

of C. D . ,  has C. D. the right to open and examine i ts contents? If not, what 
penal ty? Answer, the direction gives no such right, and i f  he has no other au thor
i ty ,  he is  l iable to a fine of $500, and imprisonment for twelve months, by the 22d 
section of  the act of 3d March, 1 825. " 
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Unfortunately the sketch of Mr. Hall 
had not yet appeared at the time the 
columns were discontinued 

This work, edited by Peter G. Wash
ington, has been reprinted in book 
form by Theron Wierenga of Muske
gon, Mich and is still available. 
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Obviously, this refers to the use of 
the 1847 stamps. Some postmasters 
had difficulty understanding the de
tails of using stamps for the first 
time. 

POSTMA S TERS' PROBLEMS 

"The Postmaster at W __ , Vt . , is in formed that we have made his  excuse, a t  
the  Department, for not  cance l l ing the  s tamps upon mai l ing. He wri tes in  so  
frank and manly  a spiri t ,  that, now that  he sees clearly the  reason of  i t s  being 
then done, we feel persuaded, i t  wi l l  never be omi tted again . "  

[February 16, 1963) 

A M ileage Problem in 1 850 
(Editor's Note: Guest Editor this week is Herman Herst, Jr.) 

Under 300 miles for five cents ,  over 300 mi les for ten cen ts. This is  the rate that 
the most elementary student of phi late l ic  his tory knows, for it was the rate in 
effect when our two 1 847 s tamps were issued. Not al l ,  however, have asked them
selves ju s t  how that rate was figured. 

Today many of us wi l l  look at a cover bearing a 1 0¢ ( 1 847 )  s tamp, notice that i t  
i s  obviously l ight in weigh t, and  conclude that the points of origin and  destina
tion of necessity were 300 mi les apart. The conclusion may be correct, but i t  is 
also qu i te conceivable that it may not be.  I t  is not general ly  known that the 300 
mi le  dis tance was not calculated as the crow flies. I t  was not even calcu la ted by 
the distance between the two poin ts by way of the most traveled rou te. The route 
was determined by the actual route w hich the mai l s  fol lowed, and s ince rou tes 
frequently z igzagged in order to take in various offices along the way, i t  is qu i te 
poss ible to find a 1 0¢ stamp on a cover which would seem to have traveled much 
less than 300 mi les, if one consu l ts a map.  

This problem was actual ly  encoun tered by one Postmaster in  1 850. He was 
Wi l l iam T.  Lawrence, Postmas ter of the t iny office at Cayutavi l le, New York.  A 
pa tron of his  office no doubt, compla ined at having to pay ten cents for a letter 
from New York, perhaps because, being fami l iar w i th the dis tance, he knew that 
it was less than 300 mi les .  The extra m i leage came about because the mai lbag for 
Cayutavi l l e  was routed via Havanna, an office not directly on the shortest route. 
Postmaster Lawrence wrote the New York Post  Office for advice, c i t ing not only 
that the dis tance was considerably less than 300 mi les,  but that the j ourney 
between the two points that the mai l  was taking required more time than needed 
to be the case .  

The pos tal patron seeking the lower f ive cen t rate lost h i s  case. A l though 
Postmaster Lawrence ' s  letter to the New York Postmaster probably no longer 
exists ,  the reply of Postmaster Wi l l iam V. Brady to the Cayutav i l le ,  N. Y. Post
master does , and recen tly passed through the writer ' s  hands. 

The let ter is as fol lows :  

Sir ,  

Post Office, New York 
June 1 8, 1 850 

"I am in receipt of yours of the 1 4 th inst, and in reply beg to inform you that 
the said matter for Cayutavi l le  in the Havanna bag by order of the Department, 
and as the dis tance is over 300 m i les,  it is consequently correctly rated at 1 0  cen ts. 

"I f  any change is deemed advisable, for the sake of d iminishing the rate of 
pos tage or increasing the speed of transm ission, an application should be made 
to the ! s t ASSP master , who should doubtless give it h i s  prompt atten tion. 

"Your suggestion that I should charge only 5¢,  because there is a shorter mode 
of conveyance than the regular mai l  rou te is not in accordance wi th  the rules of 
the Dept . ,  as I understand them, and I cannot act upon it .  As the mail now goes, 
the rate of  postage to your office is  properly charged I 0 cents .  

Wi l l iam T. Lawrence 
Cayutav i l le ,  N .  Y . "  

[October 30, 1965) 

Your Obt .  Servant 
Wm. V.  Brady P .M .  



POSTMA STERS' COMMISSIONS 

Postmasters' Commissions on Foreign Postage 

On July 19 ,  1 850, Postmaster General Jacob Col lamer decreed that no com
missions would be a l lowed on foreign postage col lec ted by Deputy Postmasters .  
I n  October 1 850 the Auditor's Office of the Post O ffice Department transmitted 
the substance of this order to al l  postmasters, as fol lows: 

"After the 30th September, instant,  no commissions on foreign letters sha l l  be 
al lowed, except as hereinafter stated. Wi th a view of preventing Pos tmasters ' 
commissions from being al lowed on British, or other Foreign pos tage collected 
in the Uni ted S tates, I direct that from each Postmaster a quar terly report be 
required, s tating the amount of postage received by him on a l l  letters sen t  to and 
received from any Foreign country after the com mencement of the nex t quarter, 
and also the entire number (estimating the same as single letters, and counting a 
double  l e t ter as t \nJ . and so on ) of said Fore ign l e t ters .  

" U pon this return, there wi l l  be deducted from the commission charge of the 
Postmaster the commission on the difference between the aggregate amoun t  of 
said letters at  five cen ts each, and the actual amoun t  paid thereon to him. " 

The resul ting confusion from the ambigu i ty of the foregoing attempt to 
restate the order of the Postmaster General led to many inquiries as to the real 
in ten t of the order and i ts effect on Deputy Postmaster commissions. In the 
December 1 850 i ssue the editors of the Un ited S tates Posta l Guide responded to 
the many inquiries as fol lows: 

"We are not able to answer any of these questions .  We have already given al l  
the information we possessed; and as we said in a former number, nothing can be 
added unti l  the department shall  have time fu l ly to consider and au thori tatively 
to decide. The decision is probably delayed unti l  the returns are received, which 
are to be made at the close of the present quarter; and we advise Postmasters to 
make these returns of the foreign letters, as fu l l  and as much in deta i l  as possible. 
We are asked, what law au thorizes the department to w i thhold commissions on 
these postages? The department claims the authority u nder the Act of March 
1 847 :  that act gives a discretion to the Postmaster General, in the al lowance of 
commissions, within the l imits prescribed, and the department holds that dis
cretion may be exercised ei ther by reducing the rates on all the postages a l ike or 
by excepting particular  kinds . "  

In  the April 1 85 1  issue o f  the Un ited States Postal  G uide the edi tor was grati
fied to be able to report that the Attorney General ,  to w hom the matter had been 
referred, had decided that the law does not require the Postmaster General to 
deny Deputy Postmasters their usual commissions on the postages of  foreign 
letters and that the Postmaster General has ordered that they shall  receive them. 
This new Postmaster General was N. K .  Hal l .  

[November 16,  1963] 

Dead Letters 

Undel ivered letters or "dead letters" as they are ca l led in the postal laws from 
1 794 to this day have been a source of worry and a problem for the Post Office 
Department. 

I t  may not be amiss to quote verbatim the provisions of  Section 18 of the Act of 
8, May 1 794,  found a t  page 1 4  thereof which reads as fol lows: 

"And be i t  further enacted, That the deputy postmasters sha l l ,  respectively, 
publish a t  the expiration of every three months, or oftener, when the Pos tmaster 
General shall  so direct, in one of the newspapers published at or nearest, a place 
of his  residence, for three successive weeks, a l i s t  of a l l  letters remaining in their 
respective offices , or instead thereof, shal l make out a number of  such l is ts, and 
cause them to be pos ted at  such public places in their vicini ty ,  as shal l  appear to 
them bes t  adopted for information of the parties concerned; and at the expira-
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tion of the next three months, shal l  send such of the said letters, as then remain 
on hand, as dead letters, to the general post  office, where the same shal l  be 
opened and inspected; and if any valuable papers or matter of consequence shall 
be found therein ,  i t  shal l  be the duty of the Postmaster Genera l to cause a descrip
tive l i s t  thereof to be inserted in one of the newspapers published at  the place 
most convenien t to the supposed residence of the owner, if within the Uni ted 
S tates; such letter, and the contents, shal l be preserved, to be del ivered to the 
person to whom the same shall  be addressed, upon paymen t of the pos tage, and 
the expense of publication. And if such letter with i ts con ten ts be not demanded 
by the person, to whom it is addressed, or the owner thereof, or h i s  lawful agent, 
within two years after the advert i sement thereof as aforsaid, the said contents 
shall be applied to the use of the Uni ted S tates ,  ti l l  the same shall be recla imed by 
the proprietor thereof. The manner of such appl ication to be special ly  s ta ted by 
the Postmaster General to the Secretary of the Treasury . "  

The foregoing provision w a s  reenacted wi th two changes as Section 1 6  of the 
Postal Act of 3, March 1 799. The changes made were: ( 1 )  The dropping of 
"deputy " in describing pos tmasters in the first sentence; and (2 )  the insertion 
after the second Postmaster General of the fol lowing " to return such letter to the 
writer thereof, or cause" and continuing thereafter as in the earlier Act of  1 794. 

[April 22, 1967) 

Dead Letters II 

The provisions of Section 1 6  of the Act of 2, March 1 799 were re-enacted as 
Section 23 of the Act of 30, Apri l 1 8 1 0 . 

The next change in  the provis ions of the postal laws deal ing wi th dead let ters 
is  found in Section 26 of the Act of 3, March 1 825 . This  Section 26 deletes the 
language of the last two sen tences of Section 23 of the Act of 30, April 1 8 1 0  and 
substitu tes for these , the fo l lowing:  

"And i f  such letter contains money,  the Pos tmaster General may appropriate 
i t  to the use of the department, keeping an account thereof, and the amount shal l  
be  paid by the department to  the  rightful claimant as  soon as he shal l  be  found . "  

Thus the law stood for twenty years unt i l  the enactment o f  an  amendment 
contained in  Section 18 of the Act of 3 ,  March 1 845 .  This section con tained the 
fol lowing sentence bearing upon the advertising of uncal led for le tters : 

• • • "And a l l  advertisements made under the orders of the Postmaster Gene
ral ,  in a newspaper or newspapers,  of letters; uncal led for in any post office, shall 
be inserted in  the paper or papers ,  of the town or place where the office adver
ti s ing may be si tuated, having the largest circu lation, provided the editor or 
edi tors of such paper or papers shal l  agree to insert the same for a price not 
greater than that now fixed by law; and in case of question or dispute as to the 
amount  of the circu lation of any papers, the edi tors of which may desire this 
advertising, i t  shal l  be the duty of the postmaster to receive evidence and decide 
upon the fact . "  

Four years later a further change a s  to  the handl ing of " letters refused, or 
which cannot be del ivered" was made in the Act of 3, March 1 849. The provision 
made by this act was that such letters " May be im mediately returned to the dead 
letter office, • • • . " 

Thus matters s tood unti l  the enactment of the Act of 3, March 1 85 1 .  Section 5 
of that Act reads as fol lows: 

"That l i s ts of letters remai ning uncal led for in any post office in any c i ty ,  town 
or vi l lage, where a newspaper shal l  be pri nted, shal l  hereafter be published once 
only in the newspaper, which, being issued weekly or oftener, shal l  have the 
larges t circulation wi thin the range of del ivery , of said office, to be decided by the 
postmaster at such office, at such time, and under such regulations as the Post-
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master General shall  prescribe; and at a charge of one cent for each letter adver
tised. And the postmaster at such office is  hereby directed to post in a conspi
cuous place in his office a copy of such l i s t, on· the day or day after the 
publ ication thereof; and i f  the publisher of any such paper shall refuse to 
publish the l is t  of letters as provided in this section, the postmas ter may desig
nate some other paper for such purpose. Such l ists of letters shal l  be published 
once in  every six weeks, and as m uch oftener, not exceeding once a week, as the 
Postmaster General may special ly  direct; Provided, That the Postmaster General 
may, in  his discretion, direct the publ ication of German and other foreign letters 
in any newspaper printed in the German or any other foreign language, which 
publ ication shall  be in  ei ther l ieu of, or in addi tion to the publication of the l ist  
of such letters in  the manner first in this section provided, as the Postmaster 
General shall  direct . " 

[May 13 ,  1 967] 

Dead Letters III 

By the provisions of Sec. 6 of the Act of August 30, 1 852, when postmasters 
were required to publish a l is t  of uncal led for letters in any newspaper prin ted in 
any foreign language, the newspaper having the larges t circulat ion wi th in  the 
range of delivery of their office was to be used. 

Complaints from the West Coast  as to non-del ivery of letters are reflected in 
the provisions of Sec. 5 of the Act of March 3, 1 853 ,  whereby the Postmaster 
General was "authorized to make such arrangement as he may deem advisable, 
by causing letters sen t to Cal i forn ia  and Oregon to be advertised free of expense 
to the Uni ted S tates , and by the issuing of circulars to postmasters , and causing 
the same to be publ ished, to insure ,  as far as possible, the del ivery of  letters sent 
by mai l  from the Atlantic s tates to Cal i fornia,  to the individuals  to whom they 
are directed. ' '  

The number of dead letters accumulated o n  the West Coast presented a real 
problem to the Post O ffice Department .  

Pos t m�1 s ttr  Gtncra l N. K .  H a l l .  i n  h i s  1 8:""> 1  rt'por t . a l l udt'd to th l' wa n t o f  

clerical he lp  in the dead let ter office. He stated that  his  efficient h i red assistant 
had been compelled to a l low an accumulation in the dead letter office, that this  
had been going on since 1 837  and was rapidly increasing. 

He pointed out that, discovering the problem, he had assigned certain other 
clerks to the dead letter service and had even employed outside help to reduce the 
backlog. He further reported "Thi s  course was the more necessary as,  during the 
last summer, some 2400 pounds of dead letters, which had been suffered to 
accumulate in Cali fornia  s ince the extension of our mai l  service to San Fran
cisco, in  the hope that Congress would au thorize them to be opened and ex
amined there, were returned to the department . "  

[August 5 ,  1 967] 

Dead Letters IV 

The problem of the accumulation of  Dead Letters on the West Coast con
t inued to plague the post  office department and in his report for 1 853 Post
master General James Campbel l ,  in commenting on the confusion found to 
exist in  the arrangement and operations of the offices in  Cal i fornia ,  suggested 
that a higher paid official  than a special agent  should be appointed to take 
charge and supervise the entire mai l  service on the Pacific. 

Congress did not go along wi th this  suggestion, but did finally heed his plea, 
that dead letters, instead of being sen t back to Washington, should  be first ex
amined on the coast  and only those containing moneys, documents, or other 
valuable enclosures should be returned to the General Post O ffice. 
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Thus we find Sec. 3 of the Act of July  25,  1 854. The provisions of this act 
authorized the Postmaster General " to cause the dead let ters which may accumu
late in the s tate of Cal i fornia, and in the terri tories of O regon and Washington 
after June 30, 1 854 to be returned to the post office at San Francisco" rather than 
to the Department in Washington, D .C .  The ac t further prescribed that under 
the direction of the postmas ter al San Francisco the dead letters should be opened 
and exam ined there, and only those letters con taining money, valuable papers, 
or matters of consequence were to be returned to the Department  in Washington 
and al l  others contain ing nothing of value were to be des troyed at San 
Francisco. 

One exception was made to these provisions and that was tha t  no dead le t ter 
originat ing in a foreign coun try was to be opened w hich the pos tal arrange
ments w i th that coun try required to be returned unopened. 

Veri ly  great bodies move slowly!  

[August 1 9, 1967] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Query : Approximately how many U .  S.  pos t offices were in exis tence on J une 

30, 1 855? 

[June 9,  1 962] 

A nswer lo last week's query : The U. S. Postmaster General 's report of Decem
ber I ,  1 855 ,  says there were 24, 4 1 0  post o ffices in exis tence on June 30, 1 855.  

[June 1 6, 1962] 

Addressed to Pontotoc in Confederate 
Mississippi where all Federal mail 
service had been suspended, June 1. 
1861 .  this cover was returned to its 
sender at New Haven, Conn. by the 
DL O. on July 22, 1861. 

Addressed to one Harry Smith at 
New York City, this letter from the 
U S. Patent Office was advertised and 
returned to the D. L 0. It was returned 
to the U S. Patent Office by the DL O. 
in May, 1852. 
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* * * * * * * * * * * *  

Question: What domestic postage rate prior to 1 85 1  could have been paid by a 
single I q: stamp if one had been avai lable? 

[April 21, 1 962) 

A nswer to last week's query: Drop letters from June I ,  1 794 to June 30, 1 845 
except for the war rate period January 3 1 ,  1 8 1 5  to March 3 1 , 1 8 1 6. 

[April 28, 1 962) 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

Query : Do you know what l imi t  was placed on the weight of a piece of mai l 
able  matter by the Act  of March 2, 1 799? Answer next  week.  

[April 7, 1 962) 

Answer to las t  week ' s  query : A l imi t  of three pounds was placed on any packet 
receivable for transmission in the mai ls .  

[April 1 4, 1 962) 

The Restored Rate 0£ A pril 1 8 1 6  

We are indebted to  the eagle eye of Kenneth R.  de  Lis le of Albany, New York, 
who quite r igh tly  questioned a s tatement i n  the column of 27 April  1 968 on 
Postmaster General Return J. Meigs, Jr .  The s ta tement was to the effect that " I t  
was  during h i s  service a s  head of the postal service that the War  Rate of 1 8 1 4  was 
enacted, repealed, and that the new rates effect ive I Apri l  1 8 1 6  were enacted . "  

We  regret that we nodded when the l a s t  portion of the sentence was wri tten. I t  
should have read "and  that the new rates effect ive 2 May 1 8 1 6  were enacted. " 

Mr .  de Lisle points ou t that the rates in  effect during the month of April  and 
on the first day of  May 1 8 1 6  were the rates provided for in  Sect .  1 1  of the Postal 
Act approved 30 April  1 8 1 0, to which had been added "a sum equal to fifty per 
centum" by Sect .  2 of the Act passed 23 December 1 8 1 4  effective from and after 1 
February 1 8 1 5 ; " the addi tional sum of fi fty per cen tum"  con tained in Sect. 2 of 
the Act passed 23 December 1 8 1 4  having been repealed by the Act of 1 February 
1 8 1 6  left the old rates in effect for thirty-one days as only the addi tional postage 
to be charged was removed. 

Uuly 6, 1 968) 

: 
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See page 48. 

A first day usage of the restored rate, 
effective 1 April, 1816. 

The 8rt due rate was for a single 
letter sent between 31 and 60 miles; 
in this case, from Newport to Provi
dence, RJ 

The restored rate was in effect 
only a month before new rates came 
into being on 2 May, 1816. 
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See article by Arthur H. Bond in "Postal 
History Journal" #19, Jan. , 1968, en
titled "United States Mail Route Mark
ings of 1827- 1830, " with an introduc
tion by Henry A. Meyer. This article 
explains these markings. 

Also see Chronicle No. 70, May, 
1971 , for another article on the same 
subject by Mr. Bond. 

Sent from Savannah. Ga. to Fall River. 
Mass. in 1829. this co ver was marked 
"MAIL ROUTE" at Providence. R. I. 
instead of "SHIP" on June 13. This 
was because it was carried 17  miles 
over the contract mail route from 
Wickford to Pro vidence by the non
contract ship "Aspasia " and "land" 
postage was added for this factor. 

THE PRE-STA MP ERA 

"Mail Route" Markings 

There is a very in tr igu ing domestic pos tal marking which, so far as this  wri ter 
knows, has never been satisfactor i ly  explained. 

Some years ago, in  1 954, 1 955,  and 1 956  to be preci se, Mr. Henry Meyer a dis
t inguished student of steamboat, ship and way markings , wrote a series of 
thoughtful and provocative articles in this  publ ication on the subject of  the 
postal marking "Mai l  Route. " 

This marking was applied to covers by the pos t  offices where they entered the 
mails even though actually wri tten al  poin ts far removed from such offices .  Four 
offices used the marking: New York, Providence, Phi ladelphia ,  and Savannah.  

Examples known from the f irst  three pos t offii::es are a l l  from the period 1 827-
1 829; while the Savannah post office markings are found used in  the period 1 849-
1 857 and are qu i te few in  total number. 

As of the last article wri tten in 1 956, the total of all covers recorded by Mr .  
Meyer was 63 . Of this  number, four  bore the Providence mark,  three the Ph i la
delphia mark ,  s ix the Savannah mark and fi fty carried the New York m ark. 

The question posed by this mark is  why was i t  used rather than the to-be
expected sh ip or way marking. The first blush explanation was thought to be in  
the  fact tha t  these letters were carried outside of the  mai l s  over routes declared by 
the postal  laws to be post roads and thus when received into the mai ls  the carrier 
received no fee for deposi t ing them in  the pos t office such as would have been the 
case had they been ship or way letters. 

This hypothes is  breaks down when the rates marked on the covers are tabu
lated. Few carry the anticipated rate figured from the point  of origin to des t ina
tion or the a l ternative ra te from office of en try in to the mai l s  to the po in t  of 
dest inat ion.  

[December 4, 1965] 

U. S. "Mail Route" Markings of 1827- 1830 

For those of our readers in terested in these markings we shou ld l ike to cal l 
their attent ion to the fact that the solution to the problems rai sed by vary ing rates 
on such covers and the questions they posed has been prov ided by Arthur H .  
Bond. 

Mr. Bond has written an article on the subject which appeared in the January 
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1 958 issue of the Postal History ] ournal  (Vol .  XII .  No. I ) . There is a foreword by 
the late Henry A. Meyer, who first discussed the markings and the problems in a 
series of articles w hich appeared in the 1 4  August 1 964, 1 3  August 1 955, and 1 1  
August 1 956 i ssues of Stamps magazine.  Membership in  the Postal H istory 
Society carries w i th i t  a subscript ion to the Posta l H istory journa l. Appl ication 
blanks and information about the Society can be obtained from the Secretary, 
Edwin ]. Harrish , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  We bel ieve the 
Posta l History jo urnal  of Jan uary , 1 968 can be secured for $3 . 50 from Postal 
His tory Society of the Americas ,  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Uuly 6, 1968] 

Vincennes, Indiana 

I ndiana' s oldest wh i te settlement in continuous exis tence i s  also the oldes t 
post office in what is now the state of Indiana.  Vincennes was first settled in  the 
early eighteenth cen tury, the date most often accepted being 1 727,  though some 
authori t ies say 1 683 ,  other 1 702, and s t i l l  others 1 73 1 .  

I t  was original ly  establ ished by the French who cal led i t  " le paste du 
Ouabache" . Other French posts wi th in what is now Indiana were establ i shed at 
Ouiatanon (near present day Lafayette) and Fort St .  Ph i l ippe (at the s i te of 
present day Fort Wayne) but nei ther of these French posts was con tinual ly 
occupied by whi te sett lers as was Vincennes. 

No doubt there was wri t ten communication between V i ncennes, during the 
French period, and both Fort Chartres on the Mi ssiss ippi and New Orleans from 
which it was governed. However, the wri ter bel i eves these communications were 
strictly official in  character and were probably carried by the mi l i tary . With the 
cession in 1 763 of the French terri tory in North America to Great Bri tain ,  
V incennes technical ly came under Brit ish sovereignty but the French retained 
possession and the Br i t i sh did not garrison the French post unt i l  26 May 1 777 ,  
when a mi l i tary detachment from Detroi t  took possession.  I t  i s  certain that for 
the relatively brief period of actual Bri t ish possession there were no postal faci l i 
t ies  avai lable to  the  inhabitants though again there doubtless was  communica
tion of an official nature between the garrison and Detroi t .  The Americans 
captured V incennes twice.  The first time was in the summer of 1 778 from French 
mi l i t ia  left by the Br i t i sh when they had w i thdrawn to Detroit ,  and the second 
time in  February 1 779,  when George Rogers Clark made his  wintry march over-
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land from Kaskaskia .  
One may ask why the wri ter assumes no civi l post office arrangements exis ted 

at V incennes unti l  after the establ i shment of the Northwest Terri tory and j us t  
prior to  the  creation of I ndiana Terri tory effective on 5 July  1 800. The answer 
l ies in  the character of the early French in habi tan ts who were not schooled and 
who general ly ,  aside from the clergy , could neither read nor wri te .  

I t  i s  clear that a Uni ted S tates post  office was in exis tence on I Apri l  1 800 wh i le 
V incennes was st i l l  in the Terri tory of the Uni ted S tates Northwest of the R iver 
Ohio or the " Northwest Terri tory" .  

Uanuary 2 1 ,  1967) 

A Footnote to History 

The admoni tion not to overlook the letters has been often repeated. Here is  
one that sen t the owner to his  h i s tory books again :  

Hon . Paren ts,  

Kaskaskia,  Indiana Terri tory 
3 March 1 804 

I received your favor of the 25th December 1 803 on the l s t  Inst .  for which I 
return you my sincere thanks and h umble acknowledgements .  

But  no t  to  weary you wi th to  ( sic )  long a rehearsal o f  my inaccura te dictation I 
w i l l  come to my personal affairs s ince I wrote you last .  I remain in  Capt.  Russel l 
Bissel ls Company and I bel ieve have gained the good wi l l  of every officer and 
good ci t izen in this vicin i ty .  I cont inue to do business for the con tractor and for 
the last three months at 20 dol lars pr .  month which wi th my pay in the army 
makes me a decent l iving and have something to lay by against  a s tormy day . I 
wrote in  my last if do not mistake that I was recommended and expected to re
ceive a commission in the army it has not yet arrived but I have reason to expect i t  
shortly therefore please not  put  any t i t l e  to  my name in superscribing letters to 
me unt i l  I may give you further in formation . 

Doubtless you are informed of the Loui siana ' s  being ceded to the Uni ted 
States and I have it in my power to inform you the possession is taken by the 
Uni ted States without any resistance by the Spanish but uniformly are highly 
pleased to become cit izens under the auspicious Government of the U . S .  and by 
th i s  new acquired Terri tory we have gained an immence tract  of  country a 
number of mines whose value are incalculable to the western world and a free 
and unin tercepted navigation of the Mississippi River w i thout which the 
Western people cannot become popular.  

I shall  concl ude wi th saying I hope you wi l l  write to me often .  
I am wi th  a l l  due Respect and s incere regard, your obt son , 

Alpha Kingsley 
To :\ I r.  E h n  K i n g s l t '\  a n d  M r s .  T h a 1 1 kft1 l K i n g s k y  

The face of the folded letter shows the fol lowing:  

Kaskaskia March 7 

Mr. Ebenezer Ki ngsley 
Wi l l iamstown, Vermont 

The foregoing excerpts from a ra ther lengthy letter-an Indiana terri torial 
i tem-provide a contemporary account of one of the most important episodes in 
our history, and a commen t on one of the important immediate resul ts of the 
acquisi tion of Louisiana from the French-" Free and uninterrupted navigation 
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of the Mississippi River . "  
Our readers must b e  s truck b y  the reference to the taking o f  possession wi thout 

resis tance by the Spanish .  This  reflected the facts for, aside from New Orleans ,  
the other posts in the terri tory were occupied by Spanish troops. These troops 
had been left in the vast terri tory by the French under Napoleon,  who was having 
financial troubles and who had lost an  army to disease in San Dom ingo. I t  is to 
be noted that Napoleon ' s  ti t le to Louisiana was very poor at bes t .  However, had 
he not had color of t i tle and sold i t  to us ,  the Spanish would have been harder to 
deal with, as they feared the westward expansion of the Uni ted S ta tes , and in 
ceding Louisiana to the French they had inserted a reversionary c lause in case of  
French disposi tion of the terri tory , wh ich Napoleon ignored and nu l l ified . 

[October 24, 1964] 

Lawrenceburgh, Indiana 

Lawrenceburgh was the third post  office to be establ ished in what was then 
Indiana Terri tory . Post office records reveal that it was establ ished I January 
1 807 with James Di l l  as postmaster . 

The townsite had been en tered under patent from the Federal governmen t by 
Captain Samuel C. Vance of Pennsy lvania short ly  after 1 800. Captain Vance had 
served during the Revolu tionary War under General George Wash ington and as 
an aide to General Anthony ( Mad Anthony)  Wayne. The name is attribu ted to 
the fact that Captain Vance ' s  wife was the former M ary Morris Lawrence, a 
granddaughter of General Arthur St. Clair .  It is also to be noted that he was a 
brother- in - law of Wil l iam Henry Harr i son, the first governor of Indiana Ter
r i tory. 

Upon the es tablishment of Dearborn County by the terri torial  legislature on 7 
March 1 803 , Lawrenceburgh was made the cou n ty sea t .  I t  re t a ined t he county 
government unt i l  26 September 1 836, when the state legi s la ture moved the 
county seat to Wi lmington , where it remained unt i l  the state legis la ture formed 
a new county cal led Ohio.  E ffective w i th the establ ishment of the new county on 
4 January 1 844 ,  the county seat of Dearborn was returned to Lawrenceburgh 
where it has since remained.  

The first postmaster, James Dil l ,  was of Irish birth , and a lawyer by profes
sion . He was a man who paid much atten tion to his dress and in his early days on 
the fron tier wore knee-breeches w i th s i lver buckles and his  hair  in a long pla i ted 
queue in the fashion of the eighteenth cen tury. His  wi t  and courtly pol i teness 
won him many friends .  Even those of an opposi te pol i tical fai th supported him 
on occasion; wi tness the fact tha t he was the only Harrison man e lected to the 
Consti tutional Convention in 1 8 1 6  from Dearborn Coun ty .  

He was  married to  the  widowed daughter of General St .  Cla ir ,  whose daughter 
by her former marriage was the wife of Thomas Randolph,  at one t ime At torney 
General of Indiana Terri tory .  He served as postmaster for a number of years and 
afterwards was Clerk of the Circui t  Court for some thirty years . 

He traveled rather extensively throughout the Terri tory and several examples 
of his free frank as postmaster are known .  

Qanuary 7 ,  1967] 

Lawrenceburgh, Indiana II 

The third oldest post office in Indiana produced some in terest ing townmarks 
for the stampless col lector . 

In  an earl ier column we discussed some of the his tory of the town and to ld 
something of James Di l l ,  i t s  first pos tmaster. In the U . S .  Regi s ter for 1 8 1 7 , Isaac 
Dunn is l isted as the postmaster. Like h i s  predecessor James Di l l ,  Dunn was a 
prominent man in  the Hoosier s tate. A native of New Jersey , he was for many 
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years Associate J udge of the Dearborn Circui t  Court  and a member and Speaker 
of the Indiana House of Represen tatives .  

The earl iest handslamped townmark da tes from 1 822 and contained the let ters 
" Lawrg, " and "In" fonhe stale wi th in a c ircle .  The el i sion of the letters form ing 
the name of the office was of  a type found used by many Kentucky and Indiana 
post offices w i th unusual ly  long names . For example, Brookvi l le and India
napol is  had the same type handstamp wh ich was used during the same general 
period of ti me. 

Also, as w i th other offices ,  the marking i s  known not only in  black but  in  b lue 
and a shade · more purple than red. 

In the la ter decades, after the s lampless period had ended, th i s  town produced 
some very fine and in terest ing cork cance l lations cul in geometric figures and 
occuring in black and blue. During the civi l war period a curious cancel la tion 
showing the month, day and year occurs .  The number known are so few that 
I i ule has so far been determ ined as lo the origin or extent of use of this particular 
device . Correspondence i s  inv i ted from owners of such cancel lations of this type 
used al th i s  post office. 

[February 4, 1 967] 

Corydon, Indiana 

Corydon was the second terr i tor i a l  capi ta l of Indiana Terr i tory a n d  t h e  f i rs t  
capi tal of the State of Indiana .  Located in  Harrison County i t  was laid out in 
1 808 by a Harvey Heth . Mr .  Heth had acquired the land from the first terri torial  
governor, Wi l l iam Henry Harrison , for whom the county was named .  

The town took i ts name, according lo h is tory from a favori te song of General 
Harrison , "The Pastoral E legy ' ' .  Th is song told the sad story of Virgi l ' s 
shepherd, a boy named Corydon . One verse ran as fol lows :  

Whal  sorrowful songs do  I hear, 
Move slowly along in  the gale ;  

How solemn they fal l  on my ear 
As soft ly they pass through the va le ;  

Sweet  Corydon 's notes and al l  o 'er ,  
Now lonely he sleeps in the clay ,  

His cheeks blown wi th roses no more 
Since death cal led h i s  spiri t away. 

The story continues that the rather lugubrious s tory of Corydon was sung lo 
the tune of "Mi ssouri Harmony " .  This song was often sung by a daugh ter of a 
certain Edward Smith who l i ved in  what  became Harrison County .  l l  was in his  
home that General Harrison qui te often s lopped off  whi le  travel ing from Vin
cennes to a mil l  which he owned al  Wi lson's  Spring on the Blue River. 

In 1 8 1 3  Indiana ' s  terr i tor ia l  capi ta l  was moved from Vincennes lo Corydon 
and the old l i mestone bui ld ing origi nal ly  bui l t  as the courthouse for Harrison 
County became the capi tol  bui lding. It was here in June 1 8 1 6  that the first Con
stitutional Conven tion mel and drafted the Consti tution for the new Sta te .  I t  
con t inued as capital of the  State after Indiana's  admission on 1 1  December 1 8 1 6  
unti l  the fa l l  of 1 824 when the State Treasurer removed the physical assets o f  the 
State to Indianapol is and in 1 825 the first meeting of the Legisla ture was held in 
the !alter place which had been previously se lected as the new capi tal  of the State. 

Spier Spencer was the fi rst  Postmaster of Corydon . The office was establi shed 
on I Apr i l  1 8 1 1 and so i s  one of t h e  ear l y  I nd i a n a  Terr i tor i a l  Postoff i ces . A 
handfu l o f  covers i s known used from Corydon i n  t h e  terr i torial period and of 
course arc very much sough t a f t er in v i ew of t he h i s t ory wh i ch surro u nds i t .  

In the 1 8 1 7  l i s t  o f  Post Offices, Richard M .  Heth i s  named a s  Postmaster and i t  
i s  though t that h e  was a son o f  Harvey Heth , the man w h o  laid o u t  Corydon. 
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This  spring Corydon was the town picked for the post office of the first day of 
i ssue of the Indiana sesquicen tenn ia l  s tamp. 

[August 6, 1966] 

Madison, Indiana 

This  office, according to this wri ter ' s  records , was established on 1 January 
1 8 1 1 .  On the same date post offices were estab l i shed a t  Frankl in  Courthouse in 
Frank l in  County and at  Salisbury, the county sea t of Wayne County ,  making 
these three tied for the honor of being the f ifth oldest post  office in what  i s  now 
Indiana.  

The Madison office has a number of  most attractive boxed straight l ine  town
marks which are qu i te prized by stampless cover col lectors . Their u se spanned 
some five years , 1 830 to 1 834 .  One type is Madison IA in a box measuring 3 1  x I OYz 
mm.  Another type is wi th IN ,  whi le  another is with In and a fourth type is Ia in a 
box measuring 3 1  x 5J.1 mm. These are known used only with black ink .  

Preceding these straight l i nes were a handstamped Madison , IA  i n  an arc 
found used first i n  1 8 1 9  and fol lowed the next year by a s tr ik ing double oval wi th 
Indiana spel led out a t  the bottom.  Both of these types are known only i n  b lack 
al though both typeset and manuscr ipt  month and day are fou nd w i th in  the 
double oval type. The double oval is  rather large, measuring 35 x 92 m m .  

There are a number o f  different  types of 5 a n d  1 0  ratemarking handstamps 
known used in the stampless period a fter 1 845 .  Also the townmark was a circle 
after 1 834  and comes in red, b lue and black at  various times. 

Since Madi son was the southern terminus  of the Madison & Indianapol i s  rai l 
road, many route agent markings are  known used i n  handl ing mai l carried by 
the f irst  rai l road in  operation i n  Indiana.  These markings are of three principal 
types . The first two are dist inguishable by the locat ion of the ampersand.  In the 
first type the ampersand is located in the approximate cen ter between " Madi son 
and I ndnpls " ,  whi le  in the second type the ampersand is clearly closer to the N of 
Madison . The thi rd variety is the u se of Indiana rather than Indnpls .  

The f irst  type i s  known i n  both red and black ink .  The second type i s  found in 
red, b l ue and black ink .  The third type comes in  blue and black only .  

Another marking reading Via M .  & I .  R . R .  i s  known but is  not though t to be a 
rou te agen t marking but was probably an  ins truction to the person handl ing the 
mail for the sender. 

[February 25, 1967] 

r 
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Fleming's Indiana Terri tory 

Last summer we had a very brief but in teres t ing  v i s i t  w i th Dr. Sheldon H .  D i ke 
of Albuquerque,  N ew Mexico.  Dr .  D i ke ,  as many of our readers know, has 
wr i t ten extens ive ly  and we l l  on the terr i tor ia l  pos t offices i n  the "Terr i tory 
Northwest of  the Ohio  R i ver" and in the "Terri tory South of  the Ohio  R iver " .  
Both these art ic les appeared i n  Western Express i n  1 960. 

Our conversat ion turned my at ten t i on to some prel im inary research we had 
done on Indiana terr i tor ia l  pos t offices .  Dr. D i ke k indly sen t me his l i s t  and 
notes, wh ich we have been checking aga ins t  our own.  

Anyone who has tr ied to run down i n format ion on ear ly  post offices-early 
for the part icular region-knows what  a task i t  i s .  Records of  the Post  Office 
Department are fragmentary , and loca l h i s tor i es are often confus ing,  m i s lead
ing, and s ingu l ar ly  u n helpfu l .  

For example ,  t h e  wr i ter addressed h i msel f, w i th t h e  h e l p  of  t h e  i n format ion 
ava i lable ,  to the problem of the w here, when,  and who of F leming' s ,  Ind iana 
Terri tory . We found  i t  l i s ted in the U . S .  Regis ter for 1 8 1 6, 1 8 1 7 , and 1 8 1 9, w i th 
Peter F leming named as postmaster and i t s  locat ion as  Wayne Coun ty ,  I ndiana .  
The records of the Na t iona l  Archives show that  Peter F leming was appoi n ted 
pos tmaster on Apr i l  1 ,  1 8 1 6 . Dr. Dike ' s  notes i n d icate estab l i shment  of the office 
as early  as M arch 24, 1 8 1 5 , a fu l l  year ear l ier  than the records i n  the Na t ional  
Archives .  

Then , too, where i n  Wayne County was the off ice located? We turned for help to 
the s taff of  the I ndiana H i s torical Society .  Copies o f  the Cinc innat i  Land Office 
records show that  Peter F leming en tered the S .  E .  Quarter of Section 24 , Town
ship 13  North ,  R ange 2 West ,  i n  1 804 and the N .  E .  Quarter of  Section I ,  Town
ship 13  North ,  Range I West ,  i n  1 805 . The f irs t  sect ion was in Boston township 
on the Whi tewater r iver, and the second was in  Wayne Township  on the In 
diana-Oh i o  l ine  on the fu ture rou te of the Cu mberland or N at ional  Road on the 
section between Eas ton , O h io ;  and Sa l i sbury ,  Ind iana .  

We know that  an earl y  pos t route  l i n ked these two places . I t  was Sa l i sbury 
which was a l i t t l e  wes t  of  present  R ichmond,  Ind iana ,  which was the post  office 
and coun ty seat of Wayne Coun ty at that  t i me .  Too, there was a rou te up the 
Whi tewater val ley from Frank l in  C. H . ,  l a ter B rookvi l le ,  Ind iana,  w h ich also 
reached S a l isbur y .  

Where then was Fleming ' s  located a n d  when w a s  i t  actua l l y  estab l i shed as a 
pos t office? Perhaps some readers can help .  

[May 1 1 ,  1963) 

Two I ndiana Territorial Post Offices 

According to i n format ion from two d i fferen t sour ces the Prov ine post office 
was establ i shed on M arch 8, 1 8 1 3 , w i t h  W i l l i a m  Prov ine  as pos tmaster. The 
office was located in the gri s t  m i l l  erected by W i l l iam Prov ine  (or Pervine) 
during the year 1 808 . The s i te of the m i l l  was on Fourteen- m i le Creek in Lot 1 98 
of Clark ' s  Gra n t  i n  presen t day Wash ington Tow n s h i p, Clark County ,  Indiana.  
One of the f irs t  roads in Washington Townsh ip  ran from Wes tport landing on 
the Ohio to this  m i l l  s i te .  

Pos tmas ter Provine was succeeded by W i l l ia m  G. G u l ick on J une 24 , 1 8 1 5 , 
and apparent l y  the la t ter con t inued i n  that  pos i t i on u n t i l  the office was dis 
con t in ued i n  1 82 1 ,  a pos t  office hav ing been establ i shed a t  the town of N ew 
Washington, w h ich was located two m i l es eas t o f  the m i l l .  

N o  recorded piece of  mai l t o  o r  from t h i s  pos t office i s  ex tant  which i s  not 
surpr i s ing as a His tory of the O h io Fa l ls Count ies con ta ins  the fo l lowing all too 
true comment w i th reference to th i s  pos t office:  " I t  had few wants to meet. 
People  wrote few le t ters and newspapers were a lmost  unknown . " 
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The intrigu ing part of the w hole s tory of Provine is the fact that by far the 
greater number of backwoods post offices were found in taverns or general 
s tores, bu t here it was the mi l ler who kept the post office. 

The town of Jeffersonvi l le  was laid out in  1 803 , and it seems clear that Samuel 
Gwathmey , who was in charge of the land office, also served as the pos tmaster, 
having been appoin ted to the lat ter post on Ju ly I ,  1 804.  However, there is some 
evidence that there was a post office as early as 1 803,  bu t whether Gwathmey was 
the postmaster is not clear. He may have been. The post office l i s t  of 1 8 1 1 l i s ts 
J ames Lemon as pos tmaster, as does that of 1 8 1 7  and 1 8 1 9 . Thus,  here again i t  
would appear that bu t two postmas ters served this office during the terri torial 
period. 

I t  was a larger town and was located on the Ohio river not far from Louisvi l le, 
so there are recorded pieces of mai l from this post office during the terri torial 
period, but  even so they are very rare. 

Two interesting let ters from correspondents arrived fol low ing the Fleming 
S tore post office column.  One came from California and the o ther from the East 
coas t .  Nei ther answered the question of where i t  was located, but  each suggested 
possible solut ions to the problem. 

[September 2 1 ,  1963) 

Indiana - 19th State 

This year marks the 1 50th anniversary of Indiana's  admiss ion to the Uni ted 
S tates of America as i ts 1 9th s tate on December 1 1 , 1 8 1 6. Preceded only by 
Vermont, Kentucky , Tennessee, Ohio, Lou isiana and the original thirteen, i t  
was admi t ted whi le James Madison was Pres ident .  This  amazes many people 
who think of the Hoosier state as a rela tive newcomer. 

Up to the time of its admission i t  had been part of lndiana Terri tory s ince Ju ly 
4, 1 800. I t  had had three terri torial governors, of whom General W i l l iam Henry 
Harrison was the most famous. 

While a terri tory i ts pos t offi ces had grown from one, Vincennes, w i thin the 
presen t boundaries of the state, to th irty- five. I ts coun ties had increased from 
one, Knox County,  to fi fteen,  and i ts population from 24, 520 in 1 8 1 0  to some 
1 25 ,000 in  1 8 1 6 . 

I t  is in teres ting to note that two of the fi fteen counties have no post offices 
l i s ted as having been establ ished prior to statehood. Of the other thir teen coun
ties, one had s ix post offices; one had five; three had four;  one had three; two had 
two; and five had only one. 

Covers have been noted by this wri ter from only nine of the thirty-five post 
offices in  exis tence in Indiana j us t  prior to its admission as a s tate .  Representa
tive covers from the twenty-s ix other pos t offices are yet to be seen . The nine post 
offi ces from which covers have been seen were located in  eight of the fi fteen 
counties es tablished prior to sta tehood. More than one cover has been seen from 
only two post  offices . The only known hands tamped town marking comes from 
Vincennes ;  it is in red and in black. Al l  of the other covers are manuscript town 
markings .  

I t  should be noted for the record that there were s ix o ther pos t offices in 
Indiana terr i tory which were wi th in the confines of what is now I l l i nois and one 
o ther, Detroi t ,  which is now in M ichigan. 

[March 12 ,  1966) 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

Paul Skove showed a beautiful collection of Cleveland postal h i story, in
cluding early Cleveland postal  markings in  rectangle, where Cleveland is 
spelled first "Cleaveland" and later as it is today "Cleveland" . I asked why the 
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At Cleveland, Ohio. Garfield-Perry 
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column of April 18, 1965, page 10. 
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difference in  spel l ing and he explai ned that apparen tly the "A" loosened in the 
stamper and fel l out, so the postal clerk merely moved the let ters together with
out the "A" and cont inued his work .  

[May 8, 1 965] 
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Cleaveland or Cleveland 

An earl ier column explained the difference in spel l ing of Cleveland as found 
in the handstamps on early stampless letters and later, Creighton Hart, a prom
inent student ,  comments as fol lows : 

" In  the last issue of Stamps I noticed your remarks about the spe l l ing of 
"Cleaveland" . As you know, I also col lect his toric manuscripts ,  and one of the 
letters I have is s igned by Stephen Cleveland, who was one of the first com
missioned officers in the American Navy during the Revolutionary War. I wrote 
the son of  President C leveland asking him if S tephen Cleveland was a relative. 
He answered that President Cleveland's first name was S tephen and that. his 
middle name was Grover. He said that Cleveland, Ohio ,  was founded by a 
member of the fami ly  and that the author of my letter was a l so an ancestor of the 
President. In your article you said that "Cleaveland" was changed to "Cle
veland" when the "a"  fel l out.  My bel ief is that Cleveland has always been the 
correct spel l ing. The postmaster probably learned th i s  and took the "a" out to 
correct this misspel l ing. " 

Uune 1 9, 1965] 

Cleaveland or Cleveland? 

One th ing a columnis t  l i kes is readers .  The Baker brothers now know that they 
have at least five friends who read their col umn because we had five letters con
cern ing this subj ect from Waltham, Massachusetts ;  Red Bank, New Jersey; 
Cleveland, Ohio; Columbus, Ohio;  and Evansvi l le ,  Indiana. This col umn is 
prepared by its readers. 

Leon Rcuss i l l e .  J r. ,  of  Red Ba n k ,  New Jersey. wr i tes  t h a t  he " wou ld  l ike to  get 

in touch with Creighton Hart about his commen t re City of Cleveland in 
Stamps issue of June 1 9 , 1 965 . My information is that the city was first named for 
Moses Cleaveland, who surveyed the s i te in 1 796 for the Connecticut Land 
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Company . "  
Richard Graham o f  Columbus,  Ohio,  wri tes, "Whether the founder was of the 

same fami ly  as was Grover Cleveland I do nol know, bul I do know lhal Cleve
land, Ohio,  was founded by General Moses Cleaveland. An interes ting comment 
aboul the spel l ing is given on page 508, Vol. I ,  Howe's Historica l Col lect ions of 
O h io, 1 902 edi tion-ahhough the quotation probably appeared in the firsl 
edi tion of  1 847 .  

"The name is Saxon,  and the fami ly ,  before the Norman Conquest ,  occupied 
an extensive landed eslale in  Yorksh ire that was marked by open fissures, cal led 
by the Saxons as 'clefts ' or ' cleves ' ;  hence that name, which has been variously 
spel led - Cleffland, Cl i fland, Cleiveland, Cleveland, and Cleaveland, which is 
the way General Moses spel led i l , and lhe place was so spel led un ti l  the Cleve
land A dvert iser was issued in 1 830, w hen the edi tor, finding the type of h i s  head
line loo large to extend across the page, dropped the firsl 'a' and made il 'Cleve
land' . 

Moses Cleaveland was born in  Canterbury, Conn .  1 754, graduated at Yale in 
1 777 (practiced law ),  was appointed Capt .  of a company of sappers and miners of  
the U . S .  Army in 1 779. He  arrived in  the northern Ohio area in  1 788. " 

Paul T. Skove of Cleveland, Ohio,  w hose col lection I was describing in the 
original  column,  adds , "The Connecticut  Land Company was formed in 1 795. 
In  1 796, Moses Cleaveland was chosen Superin tendent of Agents and Surveyors .  
On July  22,  1 796, General Moses Cleaveland and h i s  party landed on the banks 
of the Cuyahoga River and proceeded to lay oul the city which bears h i s  name. 

"The Western Reserve Hi s torica l  Society in our c i ty has a document bearing 
the signature of Moses Cleaveland. Regarding the later change from Cleaveland 
to Cleveland,  the fol lowing is  from Cleveland: The Mak ing of a C ity by Wi l l iam 
Banson Rose .  

"On May 1 ,  1 832 the C leaveland Hera ld dropped the 'a '  from i ts masthead, 
and the spel l ing of the Lown as 'Cleveland' was used by genera l consen t "  

John 0 .  Johnson, Jr . , o f  Wahham, Massachusetts, comments, "According to 
the very au thorilalive 1 1  lh edi tion of Encyc lopedia Brit tan ica, Cleveland, Ohio,  
was founded by Moses Cleaveland (note spe l l ing) in  1 796. In  the same volu me 
Pres. Cleveland i s  described as relat ing to Moses Cleveland (note spel l ing) and 
from the wri teups these lwo genllemen appear lo derive from different fami ly 
trees . "  

Both John Johnson,  J r . ,  and Henry Meyer suggested that some research be 
done i n  the early U .  S. Regis ters and Postal Guides . The fol lowing information 
comes from Hugh Baker ' s  l ibrary : The U. S. Regis ters or "Blue Books "  l i s t  the 
spel l ing as  fol lows : w i th an "a" 1 8 1 6, 1 825,  1 83 1 ,  1 833 ,  1 837 ;  w i thout an "a"  
1 8 1 7 , 1 8 1 9, 1 82 1 ,  1 823 ,  1 827 ,  1 829, 1 835 ,  1 839 and beyond. 

The Posta l Guides l ist Cleveland as fol lows :  wi th an "a" 1 822, 1 825,  1 828, 1 83 1  
index only ;  wi lhoul an "a"  1 8 19 ,  1 83 1  county ! i s l  only ,  1 836 and beyond. 

K.  H. Smi th wrote in the January 1 930 A merican Phi late list that the ear l iest  
known C leaveland marking using a handstamp was November 8,  1 827 ,  which 
used the " a " .  The earl iest  handstamp wi thout the "a"  was October 23,  1 834 .  
Since this i n formation is 25 years old,  i t  may need lO be updated. 

[August 1 4, 1965] 

We Hear From Our Readers 

Our column of August 1 4th, 1 965, on the rectangular Cleveland handslamp, 
asked for an older use than November 8, 1 827 .  Dr.  Joseph Schneider of Cleveland 
Heights reports May 8th and July 23rd represen ted in  his col lection . 

[December 1 8, 1965] 
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Obviously, this refers to Clea veland's 
service in the Continental Army. 

Actually, the rectangular handstamps 
read "Clea veland" until in 1834, and 
presumably the type reported was 
that wording. See the previous page. 



88 THE PRE-STAMP ERA 

Cleveland, Ohio Rectangle 

In our col umn of 1 8  December 1 965, Dr.  Joseph Schneider reported a 8 M ay 
1 827 use. M i l l ard Mack of C incinnaLi ,  Ohio  reporls a 5 December 1 826 cover in 
his  col lecL ion .  

[May 7 ,  1 966] 

Dayton, Ohio 

Buried away in  loca l ,  coun ly ,  and regional  h i s Lories, one can find in teresL ing 
observations on early postal  arrangements .  This  column is based on informa
tion included in a his tory of  Dayton wri t ten over seven ly years ago.  

Benj ami n  Van Cleve was appointed the f irs t  postmaster of Dayton,  Ohio,  in  
December 1 803 and served un t i l  h i s  death i n  1 82 1 .  The  first post office in Lh is  
frontier v i l l age was in  h i s  cabin on the southeas l corner of Firs t  and St .  Cla ir  
S treets . 

Prior Lo the establ ishment of Lhis  office Cincinnat i  was the nearest post office 
for the settlers in the M i ami  Val ley .  A fler i Ls es Labl i shment and unt i l  1 806 
DayLon was the northernmost post office on the rou te from Cincinnati  to 
DeLroit .  The mai l  was carri ed by a postrider w ho made the Lr ip only once in every 
two weeks.  This  serv ice was later increased to a weekly trip. 

Then fol lowed the opening of a second post rou te from Zanesv i l le ,  Frankl in
ton, and U rbana to Dayton . 

The extension of the second route from U rbana to DayLon fol lowed a patlern 
which was not unusual on the then front ier .  In 1 808 a publ ic meeting of the 
cit izens of Dayton was held a t  which a commi ttee of the group was selected ( five 
in number) Lo negoLiate for the extension of Lhe mai l serv ice to and from Urbana. 
The resu l l  o f  their labors i s  contained in  the fol lowing in teres t ing conLract en
tered into by the commi ttee wi th  Wi l l i am George, the contracLor, employed to 
superintend the carry ing of  the mail  belween the two v i l l ages .  

"Witnesselh,  That the said George, on h i s  pan, finds h imself, his heirs, etc. , to 
carry the mai l  from Dayton to Urbana once a week and hack Lo Dayton for the 
term that has been contracted for between Daniel C .  Cooper and the Postmas Ler
Genera l ,  to commence Friday, the 9th ins t . ,  to wi L :  Leave Dayton every Friday 
morning a t  six o 'clock ; leave Urbana Salurday morning and arrive al  Day LOn 
Saturday eveni ng, Lhe undertakers reserv ing the right of al tering Lhe Lime of the 
starting and returning w i th the mai ls ,  a l lowing the said George two days to 
perform Lhe trip, the pos t-rider Lo be employed by the said George to be ap
proved by the undertakers . They also reserve to themselves the r ight of sending 
way letters and papers on said roule and the said George binds h imsel f to  pay for 
every fa i lure in the requis i t ions of this agreement on his  part the sum equal to 
that required by the Postmasler-Genera l in l i ke fai lures . The said commi ttee, on 
their part ,  agree to furni sh  Lhe said George w i th a su i table horse, furnish the 
person carry ing  the mail  and Lhe horse w i th su fficienl victuals ,  lodging and feed, 
and one dol l ar for each and every tr ip, to be paid every three months . "  

The Post O ffice Department at  this per iod in  i ts exis tence was requi red L o  pay 
i ts own way. There were no supplemental appropriat ions ,  and Lhe Pos Lmasters 
General were very slow Lo add offices on the post roads es Labl ished by Congress 
which wou ld not be self-su pponing nor add to Lhe net income real ized from a 
particular pos l  rou te. 

Thus the ci tizens who wan ted mail serv ice in many ins tances had to su bsidize 
the carrier to secure the serv ice in the first ins lance and to keep i t  in  operation 
thereafter unt i l  the income bui l t  up to a sel f-sus La in ing level .  

[February 1 7, 1968] 
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* * * * * * * * * * * *  

Query: When was the prepayment of  pos tage first required on a l l  letters sent 
by the Express Mail of the Uni ted S tates? (A nswer n ex t  w eek)  

[April 1 4, 1 962] 

A nswer to Last Week 's q uery: By Congressional resolution a l l  Express Mai l  
had to be prepaid after October 1 2, 1 837 .  This marks the f irs t  t ime i n  our postal 
h i s tory that prepayment of postage was requ ired. 

[April 2 1 ,  1 962] 

The Express Mail 1 836-39 - I 

The New Orleans cotton merchants were a most aggressive group, con
t inual ly pushing for faster mai l  communications w i th Washington, Phi la
delphia  and New York .  The s tages of the Great Mai l ,  the regular ma i l  service, 
often bogged down when heavy rains fel l .  In fact, a private express operated by 
the merchants managed to bring i n formation twenty-four ( 24)  hours ahead of 
the mai l .  

Amos Kendal l ,  the  Postmaster General ,  developed the i dea of  a fas t express 
carrying only letter mai l  and newspaper s l ips of only two columns at triple the 
regular postage rates . His  idea was accepted by Congress which enacted legis la
tion July 2 ,  1 836, permi tt ing i ts es tabl ishment .  

The New York to New Orleans route s tarted operation November 1 5th 1 836 
us ing rai l road New York to Phi ladelphia,  horseback to Mobile ,  and regu lar 
mai l  steamer to New Orleans .  Jus t  u nder seven days was al lowed to del iver the 
mai l  to New Orleans whi le  the time northbound was seven hours less . 

The rates were 1 8¢ up  to 30 mi les (3x6¢) ,  30¢ from 3 1 to 80 mi les,  371-}¢ from 8 1  
t o  1 50 miles ,  56\4¢ from 1 5 1  t o  400 mi les and 75¢ over 400 m i les .  

We have never seen an 1 8¢ cover. Can anyone report seeing one? 
Covers showing the 30¢ and 371-}¢ rates are extremely rare; after al l ,  local mai l 

service was pretty dependable. A l l  covers showing less than 75¢  are qui te 
desirable. 

A number of express folded letters exist  with express mail rates p lus  2¢ ship fee 
where the letter came in to the mail from a ship arriving in port.  
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A single rate Express Mail-i. e. , triple 
the regular rate-from Mobile to New 
York, February, 1839. The enclosed 
letter, from a trader in cotton at 
Mobile, had a check written into the 
letter (cut out and cashed by the 
addressee) to sa ve paying double 
rate for an enclosure. Under the 
Express Mail rates, an enclosure 
would ha ve cost an additional 75rt' 

The definitive work on the subject is 
"The Express Mail of  1836-39, " by 
James W. Mi/gram, M D. ,  published 
by the Collectors Club of Chicago in 
1977 
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From a column entitled "We Hear 
From Our Readers. " 

"unintelligibility"-probably the writer 
meant "unintelligibly " 

THE PRE-STAMP ERA 

These let ters cou ld  en ler lhe express mails  al New Orleans, La. ; Mobi le, Ala. ; 
or Charleslon, S. C. a fler lhe Charles lon lo Columbia branch opened May 1 1 , 
1 837 ;  a lso Ballimore, Phi ladelphia ,  and New York. 

Jusl as lhese letters could arrive in port and en ler lhe mai ls  so could letters in 
lhe express mail leave for foreign lands al lhese ports . 

Two addilional ru les prevai led for express mai l which did nol apply lo 
regu lar mai l .  No fran ked or money leuers were pcrmi ued. After November I ,  
1 837 ,  a l l  letters were required lo be prepaid. 

Messrs . Abraham Bel l & Co. , of New York, one of  lhe larges t recipients of 
letters carried by lhe express mail ,  wrote lo Amos Kenda l l ,  the PMG, complain
ing of  the i rregulari ty of serv ice and asked for a possible rebate as penalty for 
fai lure to meet the schedule. 

The reply "I  regret .  . .  the irregu lari ty . . .  and assure you no exertion shall be 
spared to render that mai l  both regul ar and certain . . .  the law gives the Depart
ment no power to rebate on account of  fai lure to arr ive in t ime, any portion of 
the postage . . .  on matter sent e i ther by that or the ordinary mai l s . " 

[November 6, 1965) 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Our column on the "Express Mai l"  caused W. S .  Redhed of Homer, I l l inois ,  

who is "no longer col lecting" to look up a slampless cover bearing a "Charle
ston, S .  C . ,  March I "  postmark wi th  manuscript "Express Mai l ' ' .  The year date 
appeared to be 1 833  but actual l y  was 1 837 .  

Now some quolations from W.  Tal tersa l l ' s  letters : "A week of diss ipation and 
gaiety has past and left the world again to dul lness and to me. Yesterday was the 
last day of  racing - lhe strangers have migrated from the ci ty back lo lheir nes ts 
in the woods-. 

"I l i ke Charleston m uch - but not so much as I had expecled - the city is 
most despicable, and it speaks volu mes in praise of the inhabilants to say that 
you l ike i t  all , for every impress ion in i ts favor must be derived from them. And 
in truth they are a good kind, hospi table people, and what i s  more than al l ,  
gent lemanly .  They certa in ly  do behave themselves bet ter than any other Cit izens 
of Uncle Sam 's dominions . " - "These Races are of  a superior order, and were 
excellent ly  attended, good sport - graced by the presence of a great number of 
fair ladies - every carriage window sparkl ing wi th blue eyes, hazel eyes, black 
eyes , soft & tender & sweet & k i l l ing-. 

"I  l ike these slave countries - tal k  abou t the misery of  the Negroes - they are 
princes compared wi th  our peasantry - plenty to eat & plenty to dr ink - those 
that I have seen do nothing bul dance & sing a l l  de long days - they are very 
funny people, & it is  very amusing to hear them tal k tho' uninte l l igi bi l i ty, & 
some of them speak a language they do not even understand themselves-. 

"Amongst olher acq uaintances thal of  Pierce Bu tler lhe Governor pleases me 
most. He l ives about a mile from Wade Hampton at Columbia ' ' .  

" I  dread the ride from this to Col umbia, we go in a carriage & i t  w i l l  occupy 3 
days - along such a road - a bare uncovered corduroy. It is very agon izing to 
the bones - and very increas ing to lhe appet i te. - and al the various inns ( i f  
they can so be misca l l ed)  on the road - broken & con lused bones are not bene
fitted by fl inty beds - nor a wolfish appetite satiated by a total want of anything 
to eat ,  bu t such is the order of the day be tween Charleston and Columbia. " 

[December 18, 1965) 

The Express Mail II 

The route from New York to New Orleans wen t through Phi ladelphia,  
Wilmington,  Balti more, Washington , Alexandria, Fredericksburg, Richmond, 
and Petersburg in Virgi nia ;  Louisburg, Raleigh, and Fayettesvi l le  in North 
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Carol ina;  Cheraw and Columbia in South Carol ina ;  Augusta,  Warren ton ,  
Mi l l edgevi l le ,  Macon,  Talbotton, and Colu mbus in Georgia; Montgomery, 
Greenvi l l e  and Mobile in Alabama. 

In  the December 1 963 A m erican Ph ilatelist ,  James Mi lgram l i s ts the post
marks of towns of origin that have not been seen. Of the towns l i s ted above along 
the route, the fol lowing towns have not been seen :  Wi lmington,  Del . ;  Alex
andria and Fredericksburg ( la tes t Fox auction)  in Virgin ia ;  Louisburg, Raleigh, 
and Fayettesvi l le ,  North Carolina;  Cheraw, S .  Carol ina ;  Warrenton and Tal
botton in Georgia; and Greenvi l le, Alabama. 

However, towns of origin are l i s ted whose letters were firs t carried by regul ar 
mail  to the route. These are Port land, Me. ; Boston, Mass . ;  Flush ing, N .  Y . ;  New 
haven , Ct . ; Providence, R .  I . ;  Charles ton, S. C. (prior to es tablishing of branch 
May 1 1 , 1 83 7 ) ;  Brunswick, Ga. ; Greensboro and Haynev i l l e  in Alabama; and 
Apalachicola ,  Tal lahassee, Pensacola ,  and St .  August ine, Florida Territory. 

Phil Ward in a 1 957  column commen ted: " . . .  it is odd for whi le  the first 
express mai l  ran from Phi ladelphia and the merchants of that town were known 
to have avai led themselves of this time saving service, to date only four covers are 
known to us  used from this city . "  

A lthough other routes o f  the express mail  were establ ished later, the largest 
number of letters are known used from Mobile and New Orleans. Most were 
business letters tel l ing of prices of shipments arriving from Cuba or coming 
down the M ississippi .  

Prior to  November 1 ,  1 837 ,  express mai l  could be  sen t  col lect .  Congressmen 
received a number of letters by this service and they had to pay the postage. Con
gressmen 's  budgets were not geared to treble rates and thus by an act of Congress 
the first requ ired prepaid postage rates were imposed in this coun try.  

Amos Kendal l  reported the mi leage from Phi ladelphia to Mobile,  the port 
covered by horseback, to be 1 230 mi les . However, rai lroads were bui l t  along the 
route. By January 1 838 rai lroads carried the mai l s  from Phi ladelphia to Wash
ington, D. C . ,  and l ater that year a rai lroad carried the mail to Richmond. By 
January 1 839 the mai l  traveled to Augusta, Georgia by rai lroad. 

[November 27, 1965] 

, 1' 

i I 
I 

l . J 
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Express Mail, March, 1837. to London, 
England from New Orleans. via New 
York. The New Orleans c. d. s. and 
"PAID"  are in blue and the manuscript 
75" in red A red backstamp indicates 
the co ver was in London. 24 April, 
1837. and the British rate includes the 
PORTSMOUTH SHIP LETTER fee. 
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The 1841 "US. Register" lists both (I) 
Erie and Eutah as the "C.H "or county 
seat of Greene County, Alabama. 

THE PRE-STAMP ERA 

The Express Mail 1 836-39 III 

The New York to New Orleans route was establ ished in November 1 836. 
E leven months later, on October I ,  1 837 ,  a rou te from Washington to Cinci nnati  
began to operate. This  route went  through Frederick, Hagers town and Cum
berland, Md. ; Uniontown, Pa . ; Wheel ing, Virginia  (didn ' t  become Wes t Virgi
nia unt i l  1 863 ) ;  Zanesv i l le, Columbus, Springfield, Dayton, Lebanon to Cin
cinnat i ,  O h io .  

The portion of this rou te from Cu mberland to Springfield was over the Cum
berland Road,  the old National H ighway. Congress ordered the construction of 
this  road i n  1 806. The act provided for a road four rods wide from the Potomac to 
the Ohio R iver wi th the consent of  States . Construction began in  1 8 1 1 and the 
first section was open to traffic in  1 8 1 7 . The firs t s tagecoach carry ing mail over a 
regul ar scheduled rou te to Wheel ing s tarted August  I ,  1 8 1 8 . 

In 1 820, $ 1 4 1 ,000 was appropriated to complete the road to W heel ing along 
wi th $ 1 0,000 to complete the survey to a poin t  on the M ississ ippi .  Two years 
la ter President Monroe vetoed a bi l l  to preserve and repair the road, bu t it was 
passed over his veto . 

A survey to the western bou ndary of Indiana was completed in  1 827 and by 
1 833 the road ran to Columbus,  Ohio, and by the time of the express mai l  i t  ran 
in to I l l inois .  

After the Cumberland Road was bu i l t  i t  was turned over to the states for main
tenance. Pennsylvania and Ohio accepted this  responsibi l i ty .  

The Cumberland Road rea l l y  served i ts purpose in  providing a route to  the 
Ohio River which cou ld be used for fur ther travel west, but the National Road 
was not usable in its entirety at any one time for as i ts Western reaches were con
s tructed i t  was crumbling in  the Eas t .  

In October 1 837  the  Wash ington to Cincinnati  rou te was  ex tended south 
through Georgetown, Frankfort,  Shelbyvi l le, Lou isv i l le, E l izabethtown and 
Glasgow, Ken tucky; to Nashv i l le ,  Murpheesboro, Shelbyv i l le and Fayet tesvi l le, 
Tennessee; to Huntsvi l l e  and E l y ton , Alabama connecting wi th the great mai l  
route at Montgomery , Alabama .  

Uses are known from Frankfort and Lou isvi l le, Ken tucky, and Nashv i l le, 
Tennessee on the rou te; and Lex ington and Greensburg, Ken tucky, Clarksvi l le, 
Tennessee and Athens, Greensboro, Tu scaloosa and Tuscumbia,  A labama, 
along the route. 

The express le t ters were carr ied in India rubber bags which were not suffi 
cien t ly t igh t to protect the ma i l  in  every ins tance . Service over the rou tes was not 
according to schedule, and there were con stant compla in ts .  

[Decem her l l , 1965] 

M iscellany 

A recent trip South turned up some interes ting information -new to this  
wri ter in  part-but no doubt wel l  known to col lectors who know their  Alabama 
his tory better than did I. 

Firs t :  E ly town , l i s ted on the route of the Eastern Pony Express, is  today the 
metropol i s  of Birmingham, Alabama. 

Second: Erie,  Alabama, which was on the rou te below Tuscaloosa, is today a 
ghost town but was once a thr iv ing communi ty on the Black Warrior River. 
Malaria and i ts general ly u n heal thy si tuation led to i ts abandonment and the 
formation of Eutaw, Alabama, some three mi les to the west of the Warrior and 
the s i te of Erie .  

Third: Eu taw was the home of ] .  Chi les who when postmas ter in  the 1 850's 
boldly used his  name in  a scrol l  on a shield as a cancel lation device. 

While s tay ing wi th friends in their beaut i fu l  antebellum home in the vicinity 
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of Eutaw, I was given a box of o ld  tax receipts ,  business rece ipts ;  and other 
fami ly  papers to look over. I magine my del ight w hen I found a bi l l  rendered for 
making one Cotton Press at $ 1 00 where in the maker requested payment to Jas .  
Chi les, w ho in  turn requested the debtor to "pay the above to M r. Wynne & 
oblige ] .  Chi les . "  The debtor d id  pay Mr. Wynne and kept the recei pl neatly f i led 
away . The press was made in  November 1 839; Mr. Ch i les assigned h i s  interes t on 
16 March 1 840 and Mr.  Wynne got his money on 20 March 1 840. Mr. Chiles ' s  
signature i s  an unusual ly large and bold one, tha t  of a man who would  have no 
hes i tancy in using his  name on a l arge sh ield to cancel the stamps on letters from 
Eutaw some ten and more years later. 

A recent John Fox sale contained a treble-rate ($2. 25)  Eastern Pony cover from 
Erie, A labama, and the wri ter possesses one w i th a single rate ($. 75 ) .  

Nothing helps in gain ing a background or  sett ing for one' s covers l ike travel
ing over the ground and knowing the l ay of  the land.  The l ates t issue of Western 
Express proves this as i t  contains the la tes t and w hat would seem to be the most 
authori tative map yet drawn locating the stations on that famous route. Here 
again the au thor mentions driv ing over the route. I t  does help to avoid errors. 

[April l, 1967] 

Mobile, Alabama 

That portion of Alabama in w hich Mobile l ies was held by the Spanish un t i l  
1 3  Apri l  1 8 1 3 . At  tha t  t ime possession was taken by the  Uni ted S tates and i t  i s  
probable that  a post  office was establ i shed shortly after this  date .  No depu ty 
postmaster i s  l i s ted for Mobi l e  in the Federal l i s t  of  postmasters for 1 8 1 6, bu t a 
deputy postmaster i s  l i s ted in  the next edition of 1 8 1 7 . Addin Lew is ,  a native of  
Connecticut ,  i s  shown as the postmaster of Mobi le  in  this  volume, which clear ly  
indicates that  a post office was  es tabl i shed at  Mobi le  durin g  the Terri toria l  
period of  Alabama. E .  N .  Sampson l ists a cover from Mobile  dated 3 December 
1 8 1 7  postmarked in red, w h ich is apparently the earliest known cover from 
Mobile .  

Later postmasters of Mobile as taken from the record which I have, are as 
fol lows : 

Benj amin S. Smoot as of 30 September 1 825 and unt i l  30 September 1 828 when 
Wi l l iam D. Stone was the postmaster. On 30 September 1 83 3  a Samuel H .  
Garrow was postmaster. On 30 September 1 84 1  a John W.  Townsend was post
master . On 20 Apri l  1 849 Ol iver S .  Beers became postmaster and served until 4 
February 1 853 . On 5 February 1 853 Nathaniel  Moore was appointed postmaster 
and served unt i l  3 1  March 1 853 .  On 1 Apr i l 1 853 a T. L. Tou lmin  w as appointed 
and he served unt i l  3 1  Augus t  1 859. On 1 September 1 859 a L loyd Bowers was 
appointed, w ho served as a federal postmaster of Mobi le  unt i l  3 1  May 1 86 1 ,  when 
the Confederate States took over the operation of mai l  services in the southern 
states. 

I t  is  in teres t ing to note that on 25 Ju ly  1 86 1  a communication from President 
Jefferson Davis ( transmi t t ing for the advice and consent of the Confedera te Pro
vis ional Conference in its th ird session ) l i s ted Lloyd Bowers as recommended for 
the postmastership of Mobi le ,  Alabama. This communication was referred to 
the Commi ttee on Postal Affa i rs which committee reported back favorably on a l l  
of the  persons  names, inc luding Lloyd Bowers, w i th the  exception of  a person 
named as postmaster of New Orleans, on 29 Ju ly  1 86 1 .  

Thereafter, o n  1 8  Apr i l  1 862, Pres ident  Davis sent another l i s t  o f  proposed 
appoin tments of postmasters to the Senate of the Confederate S tates of America 
in  the firs t session of the first Congress. Included i n  this l i s t  was the name of 
Lloyd Bowers , to be postmaster of Mobile .  On 19 Apri l 1 862 the Senate approved 
the nominations wi th  certain exceptions,  bu t Lloyd Bowers was again con
firmed in his post. 
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This refers to the transcontinental 
Pony Express rate and not the Eastern 
Pony Express of some thirty years 
before. 
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Also, see the column of July 6, 1968, 
page 77. 

THE PRE-STA MP ERA 

It i s  i n teres ting to note that appended to the report of  Postmaster General 
Wi l liam Dennison of 1 5  N ovember 1 865 i s  a table showing the balance due from 
postmasters subject to Pres i dential appoin tment at offices in the la te rebe l l ious 
states . The amount due from Lloyd Bowers, postmaster at  Mobi le ,  was $ 1 2, -
930. 1 0. A notation indicates tha t  th i s  amount  had been pa id ,  and i t  is  one  of the 
few so noted in the report of Postmaster General Dennison . 

There must be a story here which someone could  and should develop. 

Uuly 29, 1 967] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

The edi tors of this col u m n  hope that i t  wi l l  be the means of creat ing an in
terest in the classic issues o f  Uni ted S tates stamps among those col lectors who 
may have neglected them heretofore. At the same time it i s  hoped that it w i l l  be of 
in terest to those col lectors w ho are now col lecting the classic i ssues. We make no 
claim to original i ty but w i l l  draw freely for information on all sources avai lable 
to us. 

In  the beginning atten t ion w i l l  be focused principa l ly  on the period from 1 845 
to 1 869. M aterial  wi l l  be inc luded on the s tamps themselves, the working of the 
postal system, domestic and  foreign rates and in fact anything of  phi latelic 
interes t relating this earl y  era of our U n i ted S tates classic issues. 

The period which we propose to examine begins w i th the year 1 845 .  The 
choice of  1 845 is no mere accident for in M arch of that year very fundamental and 
basic changes were made in the law governing the operation of our postal 
system : 

"Be i t  enacted 0•0, That ,  from and after the first day of July next, • 0 0; and 
in l ieu of  the rates of postage now establ i shed by law, there shall be charged the 
fol lowing rates, viz :  For every single letter, . ....  conveyed in the mai l ,  for any 
distance u nder three hundred miles, five cents; and for any distance over three 
hundred mi les, ten cents ;  and for every letter or parcel not exceedi ng half  an 
ounce in weight, sha l l  be deemed a s ingle le tter; and every addit ional weight of 
half an ounce, or addi t ional weight for less than hal f an ounce, shal l  be charged 
with an additional s ingle pos tage . . ....  , , . Act of March 3d ,  1 84 5 ,  Section I .  

The foregoing excerpt from the Act of  1 845, marks three mi les tones in  the 
postal his tory of our cou n try . First ,  the reduction in number of postal zones from 
the five fixed by the Act of April 9,  1 8 1 6  to two zones - under and over three 
hundred m iles. Second, the reduction in  postal rates ranging from 6 cen ts to 25 
cen ts to 5 and I O  cen ts. T hird,  the estab l i shment for the first time of a system of 
rates based entirely on weight  in contras t to the previous system based on the 
number of sheets of paper included in the letter. 

[April 7, 1962] 

(Editor's Note: Guest  Editor this week is Arthur Van Vlissingen, 

Why do some early M i lwaukee pos tmarks spel l  it " M i lwaukie" ? The most 
recent issue of Badger Posta l  History, q uarterly of the W isconsin Postal His tory 
Society, tel ls how this happened. 

The p lace was named by the Indians,  and pioneer w h i te men had to use their 
own judgment about the spe l l ing, including that of the post office establ ished in 
1 835.  There were many varia tions. An 1 833 map of  W i sconsin ,  then part of 
Michigan Terri tory , has it " M i lwaukie" .  The American Fur Company ' s  bill of 
lading in 1 834 used " M i l iwaki . "  A letter to Solomon Juneau in 1 834 was ad
dressed to "Mi lawakee" ,  and as late as 1 845 a letter came to him with " M i lwak i" .  
In  1 836 a Wisconsin map cal led i t  "Mi lwal ky" . In 1 840 a local newspaper bil led 
i t  "Mi lwaukee" . 

Early covers before the first  handstamp show manuscript pos tmarks spe l l ing 



"MIL WA UKIE" OR "MIL WA UKEE" 

"Mi lwakie" and "Mi lwauk" ,  as wel l  as " M il waukie ' ' .  In ternal  letter dates from 
wel l -educated M ilwaukeeans of that period show half a dozen other spe l l ings. 
Postmaster Juneau happened to prefer spe l l ing i t  "M ilwaukie" , and his first 
town handstamp in 1 836 used " ie" .  

I n  1 843 , after 71/i. years as  Mi lwaukie postmaster, Juneau los t  h i s  job .  Josiah A .  
Noonan,  h i s  successor, l iked to  spel l i t  " M i l waukee" .  The ear l iest known cover 
w i th the "ee" hands tamp is dated November 1 7 , 1 843, soon after Noonan took 
office. 

There i s  every indication that spe l l ing  soon became a genu ine pol i t ical  
dogbone. Whigs insisted upon " M i l waukee " ,  Democrats upon " M i lwaukie" .  
When Whig  Noonan lost to  Democrat Juneau i n  1 849, the old postmas ter went 
back to the " ie" , and the next two pos tmas ters kept i t  so .  

Noonan regained the job in  1 853 as the c i ty ' s  s ixth postmaster . As late as that 
August  he free-franked an officia l  letter w i th his signature alongside the ob
j ectionable "ie" town circle postmark. But  offic ia l  Washington soon gave h im 
back the  "ee" .  

Most corner cards o f  hotels and businesses used the "ee" spe l l ing, starting a s  
early a s  1 849,  even whi l e  the postmark spel led the city ' s  name the other way.  

I n  1 857  N oonan 's  bi t ter pol i tical enemy, ] .  R .  Sharpstein ,  became the seven th 
postmaster. Sharpstein held office onl y  one year, but thi s  was long enough to 
shi ft back to the "ie" spel l ing. In  1 860 the Democrats were defeated by the Re
publ icans ,  successors to the W higs,  and by early 1 862 the post  office was re
chris tened to employ the "ee" .  By the t ime the Democrats nex t won a national 
election so m uch time had elapsed that nobody cared any more about the " ie " ,  
a n d  " M i lwaukee" now seems t o  b e  the f inal  permanent, a n d  non-partisan 
spe l l ing. 

Uanuary 15 ,  1966] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
I n  our column printed February 1 5th, the s tatement was m ade that Wiscons in  

and Cal i fornia became States during the  1 84 7 to  1 85 1  period and therefore, some 
of the 5¢ or 1 0¢ 1 847 covers reported m ight be terr i torial uses. 

This statement probably raised the eyebrows of  our friends who col lect Wes
tern i tems because they know that Cal i fornia ,  freed from Mexico February 2 ,  
1 848,  by the Treaty of Guadelupe Hidalgo, remained under a M i l i tary Governor 
during the early hectic  gold rush days, organ ized for Statehood a t  San Jose in 
December 1 849, adopted a Const i tution in  Apri l  1 850 and became a State Sep
tember 9 ,  1 850. 

Monterey was the seat of government during th i s  t ime. The "Convention of 
Cal i fornia  in the Formation of the S tate Cons t i tu tion " met there during the la te 
fal l  of 1 849 .  

The new legislature organized at San Jose ,  adopted a Const i tu tion in a 1 29-
day sess ion which commenced December 1 6, 1 849. Here Cal i forn ia assumed i ts 
own government by adopting a Constitution i n  Apr i l  1 850. L ike Texas, there
fore, it never was a terri tory and had no terr i torial  government .  

The f irs t  U . S .  Mai l  agent, Wm.  Van Voorhees, arrived February 28, 1 849, on 
the Californ ia, the firs t Cal i fornia  s teamer to arrive a t  San Francisco. I mme
diately, the s teamer crew deserted for the gol d  fields, so that ,  a l though first to 
arrive,  no new crew could  be recru i ted unt i l  May. The Ca liforn ia was to fol low 
the Oregon,  which sai led Apri l  1 2, 1 849, the first  contract ma i l  s teamer to sai l  
from San Francisco to Panama. 

The second legislature met at  San Jose in January 1 85 1  for 1 1 6 days, but the 
third convened at Val lejo  for seven days and moved to Sacramento where it ad
journed May 4 ,  1 852.  The fourth l i kewise convened at  Vallej o  but moved to 
Benicia on February 4th w here it adjourned May 1 9, 1 853. 
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But no 1847 stamps were sent with 
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provided with stamps. 
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WESTERN POSTAL HIS TOR Y 

The fifth l egis lature assembled at Benicia but  again moved to Sacramen to on 
February 25,  1 854, where it completed a 1 34-day session.  S acramen to remains 
Cal i fornia ' s  capi tal today . 

Much of th i s  information was gleaned from Western Express, October 1 963, 
the publication of the Western Cover Society .  Membersh ip  in this organ ization 
is a "must" for those in teres ted in  the fan tast ic period of our his tory wh ich  saw 
the gold rushes to Cal i fornia,  Oregon, Washington and Colorado, the Pony 
Express, the vast staging operations in the s ta tes west  of the M ississippi and the 
new trans-continental  rai lroad. 

[May 9, 1 964] 

Early San Francisco I 

When the f irs t  pos ta l  law providing ma i l  serv ice to Astor i a ,  Oregon Terr i tory ,  
was s igned in M arch 1 84 7 ,  Ca l i forn ia  was s t i l l  a M ex i ca n  s t a te .  Gold was d i s 
covered a l  S u tter ' s  M i l l  near  Cu l loma, Ca l i forn ia ,  January 24 ,  1 848 .  O n Feb
ruary 2 ,  1 84 8 ,  the  Treaty of  Guade lupe H i da lgo ,  wh ich ceded Cal i forn i a  to the 
U n i ted S tates was s igned w i th M exico .  

Wi th the  add i t ion of Cal i fornia ,  t he m a i l  con tract w a s  a l tered t o  make  S an 

Francisco the Paci fic term i n us .  Pr ior to th i s  con tract the m i l i tary ma i l  was  car

r ied over land from Mon terey or hv private s h i p  via Cape H orn .  Fro m 1 844  to 
1 848 letters could be addressed LO or depos i ted wi th Thomas 0. Larkin ,  Consul  

at  Monterey , for  forward ing by pr ivate  sh ip  v ia  Cape Horn.  Yerba B uena was the 
name for San Franci sco u n t i l  .J anuary 30 ,  1 84 7 .  The ear l ies t  mai l known today 
from San Franci sco was da tel ined October 1 6 , 1 815 .  

The  d i s tance from N ew York to San Franci sco was  1 5 , 3 48  m i les v i a  Cape 
Horn; 1 5 ,  1 26 m i les via the M agel lan S trai t ;  and only 6, 077  m i les v ia  t lw I s thmus  
of  Panama .  

The stea m s h i p  Califo rn ia w a s  t h e  f irs t  o f  t h e  con tract mai l s teamers of  the 
Pacif ic M a i l  S teamship Company to reach San Franci sco. I t  arrived on February 
28,  1 849 ,  and i mmedia tel y t h e  crew took off for the gold  f ie lds .  Consequent l y ,  
whrn the  S . S .  O regon arrived a mon th la ter ,  t he m i l i tary d i d  no t  a l low the  crew 
to leave t he sh ip .  The S. S .  O rego n sa i led A pr i l  1 2 , 1 849 ,  to become the f irs t  
contract m a i l  s teamer to leave San Francisco.  She carr ied e ighty- two passengers 

At right. A manuscript San Francisco postmark on a 
co ver dated April 9. 1849. to Connecticut. The cover 
thus went from San Francisco by the "Oregon " as 
noted in the accompanying column. See page 102 
for the content of the letter enclosed in this co ver 

I 

·. 

A t  left. The black straight line "SAN FRAN
CISCO " postmark with manuscript date of  
June 20 (1849). and "40" rate in red on a 
co ver to Hiram Deats of Quakerto wn. N J  
(This was probably the father of the "Phila
telic Farmer" of the same name ) 
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and $300,000 of gol d  bu l l ion .  
The mai l  passengers and gol d  were carried by m u les from Panama C i ty to 

Chagres. Later ,  on January 27 ,  1 855 ,  the Panama R a i l road was comple ted, car
ry ing  passengers and express across the I s thmus i n  a few hours .  A regu l ar l i ne  of 
At lan t ic  ma i l  s teamers carried the ma i l  and passengers from Chagres to N ew 
York.  

The Peruv ian Barque Ca llao left  San Franci sco M arch 1 5 th with some mai l  
sen t u noffici a l l y  from San Franci sco to  Panama ,  s i nce the Cal iforn ia was  u nable 
to sa i l  w i thout  a crew. Mai l  carried on this  sai l i n g  and the f irst  two s teamsh ip  
sai l i ngs were a l l  manuscript - cancel l ed .  

The  f i r s t  town marks were s traight l ine  from handset  type handstamps,  and 
were f i r s t  used on the th i rd sai l i n g  date ,  June  20th ,  a l so  on Ju ly  2nd and Augus t  
! s t .  The f i r s t  regu lar  33  mm.  circu lar  handstam p was f i r s t  used on the A ugus t  ! s t 
mai l a lso .  

[December 1 2, 1 964] 

San Francisco II 

The office of Pos tmas ter a t  San Francisco was q u i te a pol i t ica l p lum.  H ow
ever, a t  first the off ice was a problem to fi l l .  The first appo in tee, Samuel  Yorke
at -Lee,  was appo i n ted on N ovem ber 9 ,  1 848 .  H e  never reached San Francisco 
because i l l ness preven ted h i s  trave l i ng. The second appo in tmen t was m ade on 
N ovem ber 2 1 ,  1 848 .  S tephen Da l l as ,  the appoi n tee ,  a l so fai l ed to arr ive to fi l l  h i s  
pos t .  

O n  J a nuary 22 ,  1 849 ,  Colonel John W .  Geary recceived the appoin tmen t ,  but  
was succeeded on Apr i l  1 7 , 1 849 ,  by J acob B .  M oore. I t  i s  reported tha t  bo th 
Char les L. Ross and W i l l i am V an Voorhees served as act ing  Postmas ters u n t i l  
J acob Moore arr ived .  

W i l l iam Van Voorhees arrived on February 28 th on the S . S .  Cal iforn ia as the 
lJ .  S. M a i l  agent  charged w i t h  superv i s ing a l l  pos t  office act iv i t ies on the Paci fic 
Coast .  

J acob Moore and his  predecessors were governed by the Act of  August  1 4 , 1 848 ,  
\\· h i ch au thorized " the  Postmaster General  to esta b l i s h  a pos t office a t  S an 
Diego, Mon terey , S a n  Francisco ,  and other p l aces on the P aci fic, i n  Ca l i forn ia ,  
�md a l l  l e tt ers conveyed to or from any of  the above p laces on the P acif ic ,  from or 
to any place on the  A t l an t ic ,  to be charged 40  cen ts  pos tage;  a l l  let ters con veyed 
from one to any other of  said p laces on  the Paci f ic ,  I 2 �2Q' . " 

J acob Moore was s t i  1 1  Postmaster on J u  I y 1 ,  1 85 1 ,  w hen the Act of M arch 3 ,  
1 85 1 ,  establ i shed n e w  reduced rates of 3 <t  p e r  Yi ounce u p  t o  3 , 000 m i les prepaid ,  
5<:  u n paid or 6<t over 3 , 000 m i les prepaid ,  1 0¢ u npa id .  

Thomas J Hen ley s ucceeded J acob M oore i n  J an u ary 1 853 ,  and served u n t i l  
August  23 ,  1 854 ,  w h e n  Charles L .  Wel ler became Pos t m as ter. A nother change i n  
rates w a s  enacted M arch 3 ,  1 855 ,  effect ive Apr i l  1 s t ,  w h i ch e l i m inated u n paid 
ra tes and requ i red prepaymen t of a l l  domest ic  pos tage and i ncreased to I O<t the  
ra te  over 3 , 000 m i les .  The Postmas ter G eneral was g iven the r ight  to requ i re 
prepayment to be made by s tamps after J anuary I ,  1 856 .  H e  p u t  th i s  i n to e ffect. 

The San Francisco post offi ce reported rece ipt s  of $ 1 0 1 , 528 in  the f iscal  year 
J u l y  1 850 to June  1 85 1 ,  j u s t  prior to the big reduct ion in rates. The earn i ngs in 
the fi sca l  year end ing  J un e  30, 1 858 ,  w as $ 1 03 , 6 1 6 ,  abo u t  the same as seven years 
earl ier ,  before the rate reduct ion .  Dur ing  a l l  th i �  t ime ,  t he San Francisco post 
mas ter was paid $2 ,000 a year.  

Uanuary 9, 1 965] 

San Francisco III 

Sa i l ings of Pacif ic  M a i l  S teamship Co. con tract m a i l  s teamers were mon th ly  
from Apr i l  1 849 unt i l  M arch 1 85 1 .  In  1 850 ,  the  S a n  Francisco pos tmaster ac-
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cepted the inv i tat ion of the U n i ted S tates M a i l  L ine ( the Law L ine )  agen t ,  0 .  
Char l i ck ,  to carry t h e  mai l .  

They carr i ed t h e  mai l a t  l east f ive t i mes near t h e  middle of  the month ,  prob
ab ly  three t imes ( May ,  J u l y  and Septem ber)  by the /.\ t h m us and tw i ce ( June  and 
A ugus t )  by S . S .  Colu m b u.1 . Covers carried by these s teamers bear  a handstamp 
iden t i fy ing  the s t eamer by name.  

N atura l l y  the con t ract carr ier compla i ned, w h ich caused the Post  O ff ice 
Depar tment  to i ssue an edict on O ct o ber J O , 1 850 decl aring a l l  ma i l was  to be 
carr i ed on ly  by the Paci fic M a i l  s teamers . W henever Paci fic M a i l  s teamers in 
creased thei r serv ice. ma i l  was  carr ied on these s teamers. O ur co l lect ion  has 1 850 
covers bear ing I 5th of the mon t h  dates .  

Twice a mon t h  contract mail sa i l i ngs became regu lar i n  March I 85 I and con
t in ued u n t i l  J u l y  1 860, when three a month were made. Up to Augus t  1 855 ,  t he 
sai l i ngs were on the I s t  and I 5 t h  o f  the mon th from San Franc i sco and I I th and 
26th from N ew York,  except w hen a sa i l i ng date fe l l  on Sunday, when the sai l i ng 
was made on M onday . 

One notable except ion was w hen the rate changed on Apri l I ,  1 855 .  The S an 
F ranci sco pos t mas ter decided that  less  con fus ion would resu l t  i f  t he m a i l  s team
er depar ted on M arch 3 I s t .  Al l  covers were so dated. 

The ma i l  bags of  the Apr i l  1 5 t h  1 855 s teamer con t a ined bot h  6<t and I O<t mai l .  
The  mai l or igi na t ing in Honol u l u  prior t o  Apr i l 1 s t was  a l lowed to con t inue 
w i t hout add i t ionjt l  due. 

A l t hough there was mail serv ice overland at  this t ime, i t  was i rregu lar and 
undependable in the w in ter and o n l y  somew hat be tter during the  sum mer. 
H owever, u n t i l  the first run of the B u t terf ie ld coaches over the sou t hern rou te  v i a  
Los  Angeles i n  the fa l l  of 1 858 ,  the grea t  bu l k  of  the  ma i l  depos i ted i n  Paci f ic 
Coas t  postoffi ces was carried on the  Panama Rou te .  

The open ing  of the Panama R a i l ro ad i n  1 855 from Panama C i ty to Asp inwa l l  
( now Colon ) hel ped decrease the  e lapsed t i me of 26 to  28 days from San Franci sco 
to New York .  The pri nci pal com pet i t ion w as the non-con tract route across 
N icaragua wh ich carried the m a i l  in 23 to 25 days .  

[J anuary 30, 1 965] . 

San F rancisco IV 

San Francisco became a port because of i t s protected harbor, bu t i t  became a 
great port as the gateway to gold  cou n try . Gold  a t t racted people ,  and the people 
had to be fed , prov i s ioned, transported and serv i ced in numerous  ways .  

S ta t i s t i cs as to numbers of people  arr iv ing and leaving San Franci sco by Pana
m a  and N icaragua for N ew York a re rarely seen ,  nor are those avai !able acc u rate ,  
s i nce they were compi led from da i l y  newspaper reports ,  no offi c i a l  records. i f  
any ever ex i s ted, bei ng ava i l able .  

People  who came overland and l anded al o ther Cal i forn ia pons or  ca me from 
H awai i  are no t  incl uded a s  wel l as " many ot hns" wh ich  fo l lowed long l i s t s  o f  
names in  San Francisco papers. I n  sp i te of a l l  t hese l i m i tat ions ,  an  a t tempt  was 
made by John Kemble ,  and pu b l i shed as an append ix  in h i s  hook .  Thf' Pa n a m a  

R o1 1 tr  1 848- 1 869. 
Passengers both  arri ved and sa i led from San Francisco, arr iv ing abo u t  tw ice as 

fas t  as leav ing  in 1 849 and 1 850 but hemm i ng eq ual  in  1 85 1 .  A t  t h i s  t i me the 
N icaragua rou te s tar ted , and a l t hough t he n u m bers us ing  t he rou te increased to 
a peak of l !'> .000 in  1 8:>4 .  i t s  use fe l l  off when the Panama Ra i l road opened in 
Jan uary,  1 855  to the date of i t s  c los ing 1 867 .  

At  no t i me d id  the numbers of  people  us ing the N i caragua rou te to  San Fran
ci sco ever exceed those com ing v ia  Panama.  The N icaragua rou te  was  genera l l y  
con sid(')cd t o  offer less exposu re to  d i sease. 

In 1 852 and 1 8!'>4 over 30. 000 arr i va l s  were recorded w i th I 85·1 hei ng the larges t 



SA N FRANCISCO, V 

u n t i l  t h('  open ing of the rai l ro ad i n  1 869. I n  1 853  a ye l low fever epidemic  raged 
in Panama and to ta l  new arri va ls  dropped a l most 303. T imes mus t  have been 
tough and pro bably  the rai n fa l l  was l ow as over 20, 000 left San Franci sco tha t  
\Tar .  the  peak for depart u res ,  a l though approached agai n  i n  1 859 and 1 865.  The 
year 1 8!") 7 w i t h  fewer than 20,000 total  arr i va l s  and 1 858 w i th on ly  1 0,000 to ta l  
depar tures were the  years of lowest act i v i ty i n  the 1 850 ' s  and  were probably  
tough years for the  s tea1'l sh ip  com pan ies .  

The gold sh ipmen t s  s tart('d a t  $4 ,000, 000 in 1 849  and peaked at over 
$5·1 ,000,000 i n  1 853 ,  fa l l i ng  to a low of  $3 1 , 000,000 in 1 855 ,  a low not aga i n  
reached u n t i l  1 867 .  The  N icaragua Rou te carri ed go ld ,  a l i l l l('  over a m i l l ion  
dol la rs i n  1 85 1 and 1 852 , r i s ing to $ 1 5 , 000 ,000 i n  1 853 , peak i ng at $20 ,000, 000 i n  
1 85 '1 a n d  t hen rapid ly  fa l l ing t o  $9, 000 ,000 i n  1 855 a n d  a l i t t l e  over a m i l l ion in  
1 856. The $22,000,000 i n  1 855 was the low for go ld carr ied over the Panama 
Rou t e  except for the  two ear l ies t  years . The peak for the I 850 ' s  held for a l mos t  
three years , 1 856 to  1 858 ,  a t  around $45 , 000, 000. 

[November 1 9, 1 966) 

San Francisco V 

The m iddle 1 850 ' s  found the fi rs t  use of  local s t am ps to pay for local de l ivery 
services on mai l .  Dan ie l  H. H askel l ,  Adams & Company ' s ,  Cal i forn i a  manager, 
had the stamp prepared, u s i n g  his own p ictu re on the s tamps .  

These s tamps were the f irs t  l oca l s  used west o f  the  M i ss i s s ipp i  R iver. The 
s tamp des ign was copyr igh ted by I .  C.  Woods ,  a partner .  I t  i s  sa i d  to be the f irs t  
s tamp des ign copyr igh ted in the U n i ted S ta tes .  They were used in 1 854 and u n t i l  
t h e  Adams Company fa i l ed in  February 1 855 .  

The Reed ' s  C i ty D ispatch Pos t ,  w h ich operated loca l ly dur ing 1 853  and 1 854 ,  
worked wi th  Adams and Company .  

S tart i n g  i n  J u ne 1 85 5 ,  J .  P .  Goodwin and partners es tab l i shed the  Cal i fornia  
Penny Pos t  Company .  T hey provided c i t y  del i very ,  as they carr i ed m a i l  to  the 
pos t offi ce and del i vered mai l  rece ived i n  the pos t  off ice .  

They descri bed the i r  serv ice on the i r  fran ked governmen t 3 <t  (pr imar i l y )  en
velopes as  fol lows: "The Penny Post Company del i ver l e t ters encl osed in these 
envelopes,  i mmediate ly  on the d i s tr ibut ion of  the M a i l s ,  in S an Franci sco, 
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"The Nicaraguan Route. " by Da vid I. 
Folkman. Jr. (University of Utah 
Press. Salt L ake City. 1972) pro vides 
data about the Nicaraguan route 
similar to that of the Kemble work on 
Panama. except the former has com
prehensive ship sailing tables. 

California Penny Post (of San Fran
cisco) 51t franked envelope used from 
New York with a Swarts local stamp 
at upper right and a 10¢ 1855 Type II 
at the lo wer left. 

The Swarts ' local paid for carriage 
to the New York post office and the 
101t stamp paid the U. S. postage tor 
transmission from New York to San 
Francisco. The 101t stamp is tied by 
the attractive New York "ocean mail" 
postmark with grid included. 

The California Penny Post frank (at 
51t) paid the local carrier delivery in 
San Francisco. The 51t charge usually 
co vered 3<t U S. postage and 21t 
carrier, but this cover was only taken 
from the San Francisco post office 
by the Penny Post. 
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The Sit delivery thus included the 
local 2tt Penny Post carrier plus the 
3tt "out of city" charge. 

Additions to Rowe's "The Forwarding 
Agents "-see pages 28-30. 

Most o f  these forwarding agents 
markings may be found in "Simpson's 
U S. Postal Markings. " by T J 
Alexander. 

See page 29 for a co ver forwarded by 
Noisy Carrier's. 
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S acramento. S tock ton , Ben ic ia ,  M arysv i l le ,  Coloma, N evada, G rass V a l ley . " 
Their charge was 2¢ loca l ,  5 ¢ del i very to and from post office out  of c i ty  and 

l a t er 7<t .  A very rare envelope a l so bears a co l l ect 7¢  frank .  
Thi s  serv ice soon developed res i s tance w i t h i n  the  pos t  o ffice i tse l f, the pos ta l  

( ' lll p loyees compla in ing  that  Penny Post  agen t s  i n terfered w i t h  the  hand l i ng of  
the mai l s .  G radua l l y  the Penny  Post  Company was forced ou t  o f  the pos t offices 
in January 1 856 and out  of bu s iness .  

The Penny Post  Company s tar ted the Ocean Penny  Post  to the Eas t  a t  5¢  per 
le t ter p lus  governmen t post age . 

Pen ny Post  Company envelopes ex ist  and addressed to S an Franci sco bear ing  
\\' e l l s ,  Fargo & Company Express S acramen to handstamps.  The u se of  the  
express ra t her than  the regu la r  ma i l  from S acramen to was caused by the five 
o 'c lock af ternoon mai l clos i n g  for San Franci sco mai l s  by the pos t off ice. Th i s  
was too early for many  busi ness houses so Penny Pos t  sen t  th i s  l a t e  ma i l  by 
\\'d i s ,  Fargo. 

A fter t he Penny Post Company closed , t here were no loca l cle l ivt·ry serv ices in 
San Franci sco un t i l  about  1 862 ,  when the Ca l i fornia  C i ty Let ter Express 
Company ,  o therw ise known as C al i fo rn i a  Let t ('r Express Com pany ,  came i n to 
b(' ing. 

[December 3, 1 966] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
The fol lowi ng are notes , recom mended correc t ions ,  and poss i b le  addi t ions  to 

t h e  forwarders l i s t i ngs for San  Franci sco, U .  S. page 1 50 .  
Adams & Company,  ova l ,  b lack ,  1 85 1 - 1 853 ;  Gregory 's Express, type s e t  3 - l i ne ,  

4 4  in b lue ;  Ogden & Hayes, Oriental  Line Agents, ova l ,  38x20,  b lue 1 853  ( un 
l i s ted ) ;  Hy Schroder & Company ,  ova l ,  35x 1 8 , b lue ,  1 862 ( u n l i s ted ) .  

The f irs t  Noisy Carrier l i s t ing  should read From/Noisy Carriers/Mai l/77 

Long Wharf S. F .  Cal . ,  rectangle ,  42x24, b lue ,  black and green ,  1 855 poss ib ly  
1 854  and 1 856 .  but  no other .  

Who has seen the  mark  j us t  descri bed on  a s tam pless cover? P lease send photo 
or descr ip t ion .  

B y  Mai l  S teamer/From/Noisy Carrier, scro l l .  35x2 I ,  black a n d  red, 1 856 and 
1 857  on ly .  

Forwarded/via/Nicaragua/From Noisy Carriers Publishing Hal l ,  rectangle 
( pregnan t  tops ide ) ,  5 1 x29 green , 1 854 (on ly  year used to my  knowledge ) .  

N oisy Carriers/via Nicaragua/Publishing H a l l ,  nega t i ve i n  trunca ted rec
tangle ,  5 1 x l 9 , b lue and black , 1 853  only - on ly  3 known , 1 0 . 

Forwarded/via/Independent Line/ ahead of everything/From Noisy Carriers, 
rectangle pregnant top and bottom, 5 l x34, blue,  1 854 use only ,  1 0. 

Noisy Carriers/Mail/San Francisco, ova l ,  46x32 ,  black 1 856 and 1 857  on ly .  
From the/Noisy Carriers/Publishing Hal l/San Francisco, Cal . ,  H'Ctangular 

adhes ive l abe l  28x l 4 , black,  1 853  and 1 854 .  
Noisy Carriers/Publishing Hal l/Long Wharf San Francisco/Charles P.  

Kimbal l ,  Proprietor, TS/3 , ? ,  B l ack ,  1 853 ?  1 0 . ( un l i s ted ) 
For photographs of covers bear ing these markings ,  see the very f ine art ic le  on 

Noisy Carri ers by Bas i l  Pearce i n  Apri l ,  1 963 i s sue of Western Express, publ i sh
ed by the Western Cover Society .  

Charles P .  Kimbal l ,  later known as the Noisy Carrier ,  arrived i n  San Fran
c i sco from Boston i n  Ju ly  of 1 849.  I n  October 1 849 he establ i shed the  K imba l l  & 
Company ' s  Express opera t ing  from Sacramento to San Francisco. I n  January 
1 850 he set up 35 letter boxes around San Francisco, bu t took the boxes down in  
la te February after he  found them f i l led w i th let ters to  the  Eas t  Coast on w h ich he  
cou ld make no charges , bu t could only  deposi t  them i n  the  post office. Pre-
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paymen t of pos tage was not  requ i red u n t i l  1 855 .  Later,  i n  1 850 ,  he publ i shed the 
firs t  bus iness d irectory of  San Francisco, now a great rar i ty ,  but then a fai lure. 
However, he was successfu l  in establ i sh i ng a book and newspaper business 
which carried the Noisy Carrier name. 

[September 24, 1966] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
More notes and recommended addi t ions and changes i n  l i s t ings i n  San Fran

ci sco sect ion ,  p. 1 5 1 . 
Those regu larly read ing  Stamp:, no doubt not iced Harry F i ne ' s  art ic le on G .  

P .  Post  a n d  Company i n  2 5  J une 1 966 i ssue.  The G .  B .  Post  a n d  Company were 
San Franci sco Mai l  agen ts for the govern ment of Hawai i  from 1 85 1 to 1 856. Page 
1 5 1  G .  B .  Post and Company ova l , 36x24 ( my measurement s )  1 852 only (only  2 or 
3 known)  I O . 

Page 1 5 1  Via Nicaragua markings/Via N icaragua/ahead of the Mails ,  rec-
tangle ,  58x22 (my  examples measure ) ,  blue ,  b lack a nd red, 1 853- 1 854 .  

Via N icaragua/In advance of  the  Mails/Sul livan, ova l ,  5 I x27 , B lack , 1 854 .  
Via N icaragua/In advance of  the  Mails/Leland, rectangle ,  55x23 , B lue, 1 853 .  
N icaragua Line/In advance/of the  Mail  - th i s  mark was on ly  used on mai l 

from eas t to west  by th i s  route and was probably i n  u se from 1 85 1 to 1 855 or 1 856 
a t  the l a test .  

Steamer Sierra Nevada/Via Nicaragua/advance of the Mails  - oval ,  48x27 ,  
B lack,  1 854 .  The  Sierra Nevada arri ved i n  San  Franci sco 24  March 1 853 from the 
At lan t ic .  She reported a ye l low fever epidem ic  a t  Panama.  Her captai n  had d ied 
i n  th i s  epidemic.  

Vanderbi I t  sold his N icaragua s teamers to Accessory Tra n s i t  Company on I O  
Apr i l  1 853 for cash and s tock i n  the Accessory Trans i t  Company .  

U s i ng one  of h i s  steamers ,  the  Nort h Star, he  sa i led for E urope. On h i s  return 
he found he had los t con trol through s tock man ipu la t ion of h i s  partners. Being 
a poor loser ,  in September he s tarted the I ndependen t Line ahead of the Mai l s ,  
v ia  Panama by  sending the Uncle S a m  to  San  Francisco to  sa i l  to  Panama w i th 
"no s tops " to connect w i th Yankee B lade and North Star .  I n  May 1 854 the 
Yan kee B lade was sent to the Paci f ic .  

The Vanderbi l t  compet i t ion proved too grea t so h i s  compet i tors i n  the At 
lant ic  and Pacif ic bough t him out  in September 1 854 ,  pay i ng him $40 ,000 a 
month ( u n t i l  1 859) to s tay  ou t  of the bus iness .  

Inc iden tal l y ,  Vanderbi l l  changed San Franci sco agen ts from G .  B.  Pos t  and 
Company to Fretz and Ra l s ton i n  Apr i l  1 854 .  

Independent Line/ahead of the  Mails/Uncle Sam and North Star/via 
Panama, ova l ,  58x38,  B lack , 1 853 and 1 854 .  

As above Yankee Blade and North S tar, ova l ,  57x35 , Black ,  1 854 ,  I O . 

[October 22, 1 966] 

To Those Holding My Stamp Collection Wherever You Are 
The Noisy Carrier Fancy Scroll 

All my s tamps have e i ther been s tolen or sold, I own no more. 
I n  the lot stolen was a w h i te cover bear ing a 1 0¢ 1 855 stamp, Type II ,  post

marked "San Franci sco J an 5" addressed to Mrs. Grace C .  Kenda l l ,  New York 
C i ty ,  which bears on i ts face a black scrol l  "By Mai l -S teamer from Noisy 
Carrier" .  

The Ju ly  1 968 issue of We.stern Express descri bes and  i l l u s trates i n  an  article 
by W. Scot t  Pol land a clever forgery of  this hands tamp. The impression made by 
the forged rubber handstamp w hich "does not cut  i n to the paper and the ink is 
mainly on the surface. " You should  examine this i tem carefu l l y ,  and if i t  is  the 

1 01 

Referring to the "Forwarding Agents, " 
by Kenneth Ro we-a/so see pages 
28-30. 

See co ver illustration. page 30. 

This column and that following are 
the first of a sequence eventually 
titled by J David Baker, "Items From 
a Departed Collection, " in reference 
to the theft of Mr. Baker's collection 
See Pages 2-4 
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More "Items From a Departed Col
lection. " 

This cover is illustrated on page 96. 

For a discussion of New Granada. 
see the column of Oct. 15. 1966. page 
104. 
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forgery return i t  to me as i t  would have l i t t le  or no value to you ! 
Just  as a matter of i n terest ,  th i s  cover was Lot 1 097 i n  the Meron i  Sale of 

November 1 952. This cover l eft  San Francisco on the S . S .  john L. S tephem 
January 5th, arr iv ing at Panama,  January 1 9th and carried to Aspinwal l  the 
sa ml' day .  w l l ('re t h e  S . S .  I l l i 1 1 o is c1 n i l'd it to N e \\' York a r r i \' i n g  J a 11 1 1a n 28 t h .  a 

matter of 23 days i n  1 857 .  
About th i s  t ime you may wonder i f  the oval  Noisy  Carr ier hands tamp has been 

copied. It was in use at the same t ime as the scro l l .  

[September 2 1 ,  1968) 

Another Interesting M issing San Francisco Cover 

When the S. S. Californ ia passed through the Golden Gate on February 28, 
1 849, it was the first con tract m a i l  s teamer to arrive, and would  be expected to 
carry the first mai l  to Panama from San Franc isco. However, the crew deser ted i n  
favor of the m ines.  

An u noffic ial  mai l ,  col l ected a t  the Ross,  Benton & Co. ,  s tore, was d i spatched 
on the Bark Ca llao on March 1 5 , 1 849 .  

However, on Apri l 9th the S .  S .  O regon, which arrived from Panama M arch 
1 s t ,  but w hose crew was not a l lowed to leave the sh ip, sai led for Panama. A l l  the 
1el lers carri ed were manuscr ip t  cancel led. 

One le l ler carried in th i s  m a i l  was addressed to M iss S. C .  Gage, S tamford, 
Connecticu t and read in  part :  

"At last  we are al  the  entrance of the  golden gates, fu l l  of sanguine hopes and 
glorious an t i c ipat ions .  The many  marvelous s t ories we heard in  N .  Y .  a re hen' 
more than confi rmed and labor has at  la s t  found a place w here it can assert i ts 
superiority over capita l .  A com mon laborer gets  $8 to $ 1 0  per day for d igging in  a 
d ir t  bank ,  house carpenters get $ 1 2, and boat bu i lders a lmost  any price they are 
incl i ned to ask . " 

[September 2 1 ,  1968) 

What Famous Railroad Operating in the 1 850 to 1 860 
Period H ad No Postal Marking? 

H i n t  No. 1 .  It operated out s ide the con t i nental  U n i ted S tates .  
Hint No. 2 .  I t  carried con tract mail  from the t i me i t  was u nder cons truct ion 

u n t i l  the complet ion of the transcont inenta l  rai l road. 
H in t  No. 3. It was forty- seven m i les and three feet long. 
Hint No.  4 .  I ts terminals  were on two great oceans. 
Wel l ,  you guessed it ,  we are d i scuss ing probably the wor ld ' s  most successfu l  

ra i l road , at  least a t  the start ,  the Panama Rai l road. 
I ts h i s tory goes back to 1 846  w hen a Treaty was s igned by the U n i ted S tates 

w i th  New Grenada grant ing r i ght -of-way and trans i t  across the I s thmus ( now 
Panama) by any means ex i s t ing  or which m ight  come to ex i s t .  

I n  1 847 an Act of Congress au thorized the PMG to  estab l i sh  a pos t  office a t  
As tor ia ,  Oregon Terr i tory , and estab l i shed postal rates of 201t  to Chagres on the 
A t lantic s ide, 301t to Panama on the Paci fic Ocean and 401t to Astoria .  

Later ,  in  1 847 ,  con tracts  to carry the mai l s  to Chagres ,  and from Panama to 
Astoria were negotiated w i t h  two newly  chartered s teamsh i p  compan ies ,  the U .  
S .  Mai l S teamship Company and the Pac i fic Mai l S teamsh ip  Company. 

I n  1 848  the princ ipal off i cers o f  the P ac i f ic  M a i l  S team s h i p  Com pa n y  con 
tracted w i th New Grenada under t h e  terms of  t h e  1 847 U . S . -New Grenada Treaty 
for the Panama Rai lroad. Th i s  contract prov ided for two ports ,  each to be free 
ports ; 250,000 acres from any pu bl ic lands on the Is thmus ;  the pr iv i lege of esta
bl i sh ing tol l s ;  gran ted a 49-year l ease wi th  New Grenada reta in ing the priv i lege 
to repossess the rai l road for: $5, 000,000, twenty years after completion; 
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$4,000,000, thirty years after completion;  $2, 000,000, forty years after comple
tion; the rai l road to be completed i n  eight years ( 1 856) .  Al l  of  this  was guaran
teed by $ 1 20,000 earnest money placed at  i n teres t .  

This a l l  preceded the opening of the San Francisco post office 3rd Apr i l  1 849. 
The first con tract mai l  to cross the Is thmus from San Francisco was carried by 
the S .S .  Oregon to Panama in April  1 849. Work s tarted on the P anama Rai lroad 
at  N avy Bay in the At lan t ic, the eas t termi nus ,  and at  Panama C i ty or Panama 
Bay in the Pacif ic ,  the western terminus ,  during M ay 1 850. 

Cal i forn i a  became a state on 9th September 1 850, and in October Vanderb i l t  
s igned a con tract w i th N icaragua t o  bu i ld  a canal across N icaragua from San 
Juan de Norte ,  the eas tern terminus ,  to San Juan de S ur ,  the wes tern terminus .  I t  
fai led for lack of f inancing. 

O n  1 s t Ju ly  1 85 1 ,  the 40¢ rate became 6¢ prepaid and I 0¢ u npaid to San Fran
c isco and I 0¢ to Panama. 

[September 3, 1 966] 

The Panama Railroad I I  

I n  August 1 85 1  Vanderbi l t, u nable to  f inance a cana l  across N icaragua, 
received a charter for his  Accessory Transi t  Company for tran s i t  across N ica
ragua . Only n i ne days t ime was req uired to cross Nicaragua. At the same t ime 
the P anama Railroad had been completed to Gatun v ia  Bongoes wes t of  N avy 
Bay. 

I n  December the 1 844 Treaty w i t h  New Grenada to pay 1 2¢ a pou nd to carry 
mai l  across the Is thmus was revised and a new 22¢ per poun d  rate was es tabl ish
ed .  The 1 85 1  income to New Grenada was $40, 387 .00.  

On 2nd February 1 852 Aspinwal l became the eas tern terminus .  I t  was named 
after Wi l l iam Aspinwal l ,  the Pres iden t of the Panama Rai l road Company. 

By  J u ly 1 852 twen ty - three of the forty-seven m i les were complete and later in 
the year reached Cruces, wh ich completely e l iminated the t ime-consuming tr ip 
by canoe from Chagres to Cruces. Al so ,  the company paid a 1 0% dividend that 
year. Not bad, consider ing the rai lroad was s t i l l  being bui l t !  

Twenty - five days was the fas tes t tri p  v i a  N icaragua i n  1 852 ,  w h i le a record o f  
twenty- four days was set v i a  Panama in Apri l  1 853 ,  whi le  Vanderbi l t  was ad
vert is ing twenty-one days '  passage via N icaragua.  

The Panama Rai lroad Company paid 7% dividends in  both 1 853 and 1 854. In 
December W i l l iam Aspinwal l  was aboard the S .S .  San Francisco, when i t  
capsized in a violent  At lant ic  s torm and he was  rescued. Abou t 200 soldiers were 
lost .  

On 27th January 1 855 the last rai l  was laid and on the 28th a locomotive 
traveled ocean to oce.an .  I mmediate ly  dai l y  tra ins  began operat ing each way,  
requiring only five or s ix hours for a trip which formerly requ ired n umerous 
days .  

Prior to the opening of the complete rou te, income from passenger and freight 
charges had totaled $2 , 1 25 ,232,  so a 1 2% dividend was paid.  I n  addi tion,  the 
Panama Route became the healthy route wh i le the N icaragua Rou te su ffered 
from cholera. 

An  attempt to reduce the 22¢ a poun d  ma i l  trans i t  charge to N ew Grenada to 
1 0¢ a pound express charge fai led. 

Many, many nat ives were employed during the cons truction of  the rai lroad, 
and most found no work ava i lable after i ts complet ion.  Some unemployed 
natives took out their spite by murdering twenty- five passengers on 2nd M ay 
1 856. Three days later several hundred passengers were k i l led i n  an accident  on 
the  rail road when several coaches were derai l ed and overturned. 

From Apri l  1 857  to October 1 859 the New Grenada con tract was revised to 
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This refers to the spelling New "Gre
nada " in the columns about the Pan
ama Railroad on the two previous 
pages. 
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require a f lat  $ 1 00,000 per year to carry the mai l .  
I n  January 1 859 the Panama Ra i l road construct ion accou n t  w a s  c losed a t  

$8 ,000,000 w i th gross earn i n gs of $8, 1 46 ,605.  D ur i ng 1 858 to 1 860 tra in s  made 
the tr ip i n  three hours w i t h  1 , 500 pas sengers an d fre ight  of three steamsh ips .  

[September 1 7, 1 966) 

N ew Granada 

Somet i mes an error can l ead to in teres t i n g  i n format ion .  Colonel Dt'Voss , the 
gen ia l  ext'cu t ive secret ary o f  A . P . S . ,  wrote "I note that  S t a m p.1 spel led " N ew 
Granada 'wi th an c ' .  I presume th is  \\·as a tYpograµhical enor. " No. the enor was your 
Editor's. 

This  led me to two very i n teres t ing h i storica l  sources : ll' i l l ia 111  R. S h r,pard '.1 

H i) /or ica l A t la.1 publ i shed by Barnes & \\' ah le .  I nc. , N e w  York and Wr'b.1 ter' .I 

Geograph ica l D ict ionary ( G  & C Merr iam Co. , New York ) .  The  fo l lowing  comes 
from these sources . 

A map en t i t l ed "The Expans ion of E u ro pe 1 340- 1 600" sh< J \\"S Porto Belo on 
Mar Del Norte ( Ca r i bbea n SC'a ) as the \\TS tnn t er m i n u s of  the Route of t he  
Spanish F leets . Chris topher Col u m bus sa i led in  th i s  area on h i s  four t h  voyage in  
1 502. The northern coast of  South  America cas t  of  t lw i s thmus  i s  ca l l ed N ew 
Andalus ia .  

New Granada ( 1 536, 1 53 7 )  is  a town on Mar  De l  S ur  (South  sea .  now Pacif ic 
Ocean ) .  P i zarro sa i l ed south from Panama a long this  coas t  in 1 53 1 .  

A la ter map, "The E x pans ion of  E u rope 1 600- 1 700" shows New S pa in  
( M ex ico ) ,  New Granada (a t  the  I s thm u s ) ,  New Anda lu s i a  ( cast on north coas t ) ,  
New Cast i l e  (P<'ru ) ,  and  New Es tremadura (Ch i l e ) .  Tierra F inne ( the S panish 
Main )  incl uded the north coast  of  Sou th  America down to t he Du tch G u iana.  

The G rograph icn l D ict io n a ry say s ;  " New Granada ( N ueva G ranada) ,  a 
Span ish v i ce-royal ty in N .  W .  South America; region conq ut' tTd and named by 
Spaniards 1 537 -38  under Gonza lo J i m ment'z de Quesada; part  of v iceroya l ty of 
Peru un t i l  1 7 1 8 ; as reorgan ized 1 740 inc luded what i s  now Colombia  ( and 
Panama ) ,  Venezue la ,  and Ecuador; freed from S pan i sh  rnle  in 1 8 1 9. "  

"Grea t Colombia ,  Coun try o f  N .  W .  Sou th Anwrica ,  1 8 1 9-30 ;  formed as a 
resu l t  of wars of Lat in American s ta tes aga i nst Spa in for indcpenclence .  ch iefly 
bv act i v i t i es of C enera l S i mon B o l i var ,  <Tt'a ted by proclamat ion of Congress of 
A ngos tura August 1 7 , 1 8 1 9 ; com prise what is  now Co lom bia .  Panama 
Venezue l a ,  and Ecuador ( no t  com p le t e l y  i n depe n d e n t of Spa i n  u n t i l  i\l a y  1 822.) ; 
a t  f i r s t  known a s  Repu b l i c  of Co lombia  b u t  soon a ft n  a s  G rea t Colombia . "  

"Crea l Colombia lost Venezue la  and Ecuador by secess ion i n  1 830 ;  reorga
n i zed i nt o :  G renadine Con federat ion 1 858 .  l ' n i ted S t ates of  New Granada 1 86 1 ,  
l J  n i t ed S tates o f  Colom bia 1 863 .  and Republ ic  o f  Colombia ( i nc l ud ing Panama)  
1 886; los t  Panama by revol t a fter fa i l u re to rat i fy H ays Herran Treaty ( for 
Panama Canal  i n )  1 903 ; sel l l cd Panama con t ro\ 'ersy w i th l l .  S. 1 92 1 ; se t t led 
border d i spute wi th  Ecuador 1 9 1 9 . \'enernela 1 922 .  Braz i l  1 929. se t t l ed  Let ic ia  
d i spu te w i t h  Pern 1 9:H . a f t er i t  had t h re a t e n ed war i n  1 9?1 2 . "  

[October 1 5 , 1 966) 

Gregory 's G uide for Cal ifornia Travelers Via the Isthmus of Panama 

This  gu i de appeared as an Appendix  in  a much l arger vol ume by T. J .  
Farnham en t i t led L ife , A duen t u rr.1 a n d  Trm 1r' /.1 i n  Ca l iforn ia ,  pu b l i shed by 
Corn ish ,  Lamport & Company in 1 8!>2 .  

I ts au thor .  Joseph W. G regor y ,  was propr ie tor of  Gregory ' s  Ca l i fornia  and 
New Yor k  Express , a company due to  be out  of  bus i ness by ear l y  1 85 3 .  

l r lll i I the  comp l e t  i o n  of t he P a n a m a  Rai  ! road t o  Cru ces in  late 1 8!>2 , the  route 
des cr i bed was the last  method for cro ss i ng the I s thmus .  



GREGOR Y 'S G UIDE ON TRA VEL TO CALIFOR NIA A ND THE ISTHM US 

The au thor notes that  the la rge numbers wi sh ing  to m i grate to Cal i forn ia  
shou ld "ascertain not  on ly  that  w h ich wi l l  mos t  conduce to  the i r  wel fare on  the 
Rou te, bu t .  . .  guard aga in s t  i m posi t ion and unnecessary delay . " .  He notes that 
s ince old travel lers by t h i s  rou te " have found unforseen vexat ions , " certa in l y  the 
inexperienced w i l l  n eed proper adv ice.  He wan ted to guide all by way of the 
I s thmus ,  wh ich had compet i t ion by the shortn N icaragua Route  and the longer 
route  aro u nd Cape Horn.  G regory had traveled the rou te twice h imse l f . H is 
ad,· i ce was as fol lows:  

There seem to be no problems from N ew York to Chagres u n t i l  the smal l  
S teamer Orus lands you on the r iver bank .  The sooner you leave here the bet ter. 
An earl y  morn i ng start in a canoe toward Cruces is  bes t .  The cos t is $6.00 to $8 .00 
per person for a s ix  passenger canoe. A morning departure may get you to Va mos 
Vamos,  20 m iles up the Chagres R i ver by n ight ,  or a noon start ,  on ly  I O  m i les to 

Gatson . 
A tempt ing landing at Gorgona ,  I O  m i l es from Cruces ,  shou ld be avoided. 

The boatmen are not inc l ined to want  to con t inue their  labors. A l so ,  others may 
adv ise us ing the road from Gorgona to Panama,  but pay no a t ten t ion to th i s  
adv ice.  I t  i s  i mpass i ble n i ne months of the year. 

At Cruces, Fun k ' s  or P l e i se ' s  hou ses forward baggage to Panama.  "Ascertain 
their charge for send ing i t  ( by m u l e )  next  morn ing ,  but let  no prom ises induce 
you to leave your baggage to be forwarded after you , bu t  see i t  s tart  at leas t . " The 
houses may ask $ 1 0  or $ 1 2  per hundred, but na t ives can be had for $7 or 8. If you 
use a nat ive ,  you pay 25ct to get a con tract drawn in S panish  for " h i m  to s ign his  
mark ,  b inding h im to del iver the baggage for the s t ipu la ted price ,  a t Zachari sson 
Ne l son & Company ' s  office, Panama . "  

" I n  two days you can w a l k  t o  Panama and i f  des irable keep your tru n k  or 
baggage i n  v iew the whole  t ime ,  bu t  I cons ider that  qu i te unnecessary . Shou ld  
you prefer r id ing ,  a mu le  wou l d  cost you from $ 1 0  to  $ 1 6. "  

I f ,  once a t  Panama,  you f ind your s teamer i s  to be delayed a week or more, you 
bet ter ren t a room w i th four  others w i th dr ink ing  wa ter and a cot for each at a 
cos t of a d ime a day per person .  "Taki ng meals at Restauran t s  or Ea t ing houses, 
a person may lodge in a good room,  and l i ve a t  abo u t  three and a h a l f  dol lars a 
week . "  

The day before the S teamer leaves,  t h e  Agen ts post the hour the passengers 
should be at the Mole ,  in fron t of the Customs House. Passengers must  pay ex
pense of get t ing themselves and  their  baggage aboard the S teamer. 

[September 1 0, 1 966] 

More Advice From J oseph Gregory on Travel Via Panama 

Steerage passengers wil l  f ind one or two j ars of preserves, and one  or two pecks 
of  dried fru i t ,  ( peaches or apples ) ,  very acceptable .  A few j ars of p i ck les and a few 
pounds of M i l k ,  Soda or B u t ter crackers, some Bologna Sausages and Cheese, a 
Ham and a p iece of S moked Beef, wou ld  not  only  prove very pala table  and com
fortable ,  but  more agreeable i n  case of sea- s ickness than Sh ip ' s  fare. 

"The c l imate is too warm for bu t ter to keep wel l .  G i n gerbreatl and  fru i t  cake, 
s i ck or wel l ,  never comes ami ss on the tr ip to Chagres , and wou ld  certai n l y  prove 

welcome for two or three days on the I s thmus .  For dri n ks ,  L imes can be had at 
houses on the I s thmus for lemonade, or if preferred, bot t l ed a l e  and por ter. 

"Take su fficient of coffee , tea , loaf s ugar, & C. ,  for five days '  con sumption in 
cross ing the I s thmus ,  and shou l d  there be anyth ing left of  your s tores on arr iv ing 
a t  Panama,  anyth ing you have i s  preferable to  tropical  fru i t , w h ich should be 
avoided by a l l  means .  

"A  s imi lar outf i t  of prov i s ions i s  des i rable for the s teerage on the  P ac i fic, and 
more so,  for reasons before stated; each s teerage passenger i s  provi ded wi th his  
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A Colorado territorial cover to Canada 
of 1862. Since Denver is east of the 
Rocky Mountains. the extra 5q; added 
to co vers from the west coast to 
Canada was not required. 
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own plate, knife and fork, spoon,  drinking cup, mattress and pillow. 
" During the delay, ( a lways  more or l ess at  Panama) ,  persons who regard their 

hea l th, w i l l  avoid exposure or hard work in the sun, during the m iddle of the 
day . Perhaps more persons have died from imprudence in thi s  respect than from 
any other cause. It is cons idered highly dangerous, and by many res idents on the 
Isthmus as a lmost certain death, to drink arden t spi r i ts after eating tropical fru i t, 
as i t  produces fermentation i n  the bowels ,  which seem to defy the i n fluence of a l l  
medical ski l l .  

"The use of m i l k  shou l d  be avoided, in  every form, w h i le o n  the I s thmus.  
Numerous cases of d is tress ing i l lness, are known from i ts use .  

Light  clothing, such as i s  worn in the Uni ted S ta tes, during the S ummer 
months,  is all sufficient for travel l in g  purposes, fro m  three days ou t  of New 
York, to w i th in  five or six days short of  San Francisco, after which, the usual  
warm clothing wil l  be n ecessary . 

I n  consequence of the great and bi t ter disappoin tment incurred by many 
persons ,  in being delayed, for weeks and months in  Panama it has become in
dispensably necessary, for each person to be provided w i th a ticket for the Paci fic 
S teamer, before leaving N ew York which can be procured thus, at the office of 
the Company, 54 South S treet, New York. 

For want of thi s  precau tion,  many have been compel led to wai t  at P anama, 
unt i l  they cou ld send for a ticket to the above O ffice, and some persons have been 
obl iged to return for this  object, at a great sacri fice of both t ime and money. The 
expense of l anding at San Franci sco, is borne by each passenger; the S teamer 
coming to anchor as near the city as the landing is  safe and practicable. " 

[November 26, 1966] 

Colorado Postmarks 
By David L. Jarrett 

Guest Editor 

S ince the Chase l i s t ing of Colorado terr i tor ia l  postmarks was comp iled in the 
l 940' s ,  many addi t ional markings have come to l ight .  The author knows of over 
twi ce as many postmarks as were original ly  recorded in Chase & Cabeen, the 
bul k  of them being manuscr ipt  m arki n gs .  The MORRISON COLO l i s ted i n  



COLORA DO POSTAL MA RKINGS 

Chase & Cabeen is now known to have been used only  during the s tatehood 
period (Colorado became a s tate August  I ,  1 876) .  

Colorado's  postal history s tarted with the P ikes Peak gold rush o f  1 859. Prior 
to the gold  rush the area wh ich i s  now Colorado was v ir tual ly  an u n sett led w i l 
derness .  W i th t h e  exception of  Fort M assachusetts i n  the San L u i s  Val ley and 
some of the fur trading posts such as Ben t ' s  Fort ,  the area was general ly un in 
habited save for Indians.  

When the terri tory of Colorado was establ i shed on February 28, 1 86 1 ,  port ions 
of  New Mexico terri tory, U tah terr i tory , Nebraska terr i tory , and "unorganized" 
terri tory ( formerly Kansas terr i tory ) were taken to form Colorado terri tory . So 
postal markings prior to February 28 ,  1 86 1 ,  from the area which is now Colorado 
wou l d  lheoret ical l y  show terr i toria l  des i gnat ions of these four terr i tories .  Typ
ical of these pre-Colorado terri tory markings would  be the A URARIA K. T. 
s traight l ine, the CORA V I LLE K.  T. s traight  l ine ,  the DENVER C ITY K. T. 
r imless  circle tombstone, and the Boulder N .  T. manuscr ipt .  

Pr ivate express compan ies were the f i r s t  to  meet the needs of a m a i l  serv ice in  
the Colorado gol d  regions .  The U .  S .  governmen t  d id not get  around to opera
t ing a post office in Denver un ti l  Augus t  1 860, when the f irs t  U . S .  mail under 
contract arr ived. Such wel l known express companies as the Leaven worth City & 
Pikes Peak Express Company ,  the Jones & Russel l ' s  P ike Peak Express Com
pany ,  the Central Overland Cal i forn ia  & P ikes Peak Express Company , and 
H i nckley & Company ' s  Express a l l  operated dur ing th i s  ear l y  period. Covers 
carri ed by these express companies are great ly  sought  after by col lectors. 

The au thor is in terested in hear ing from any col l ector who has any Colorado 
terri torial  (or pre- terr i tor ia l )  cover i n  h i s  col l ection -scarce or com mon.  He i s  
i n teres ted i n  recording such mark ings and some t ime hopes to  pub l i sh  a l i s t ing  
of  the  ear l iest  and  l atest known dates of  each pos tmark.  He i s  i n teres ted i n  both 
handstamp and manuscr ipt  markings.  Your fu l l  cooperation w i l l  be appre
cia ted. Address i s :  Dav id  L. Jarre t t ,  Box 1 486, New York, N. Y . ,  1 00 1 7 . 

[December 26, 1964] 

Wells ,  Fargo & Company I 

Perhaps many readers of th i s  col u m n  have not read the h i s tor ies  of Wel l s ,  
Fargo & Company ,  a l though the name i s  fam i l iar  t o  a l most every boy and gi r l  
who watches telev is ion .  To many Wel l s  Fargo and Pony Express are synony 
mous .  

Who were the founders who met a t  the Astor House in New York C i ty March 
1 8 ,  1 852 ,  to form Wel l s  Fargo & Company to operate in Cal i forn i a  in competi 
t ion w i th Adams & Company and other lesser known express companies? Henry 
Wel l s  of Auburn , N . Y .  formed Wel l s ,  Crawford, Liv ings ton in approximately 
1 84 1  which was succeeded by Liv ingston ,  Wel l s  & Company when Pomeroy 
retired . L iv ings ton & Fargo in 1 846 bough t out the western bus iness of  Liv ing
s ton , Wel l s  & Company.  

Wel l s  & Company ( ca l led Western Express ) was formed i n  Apr i l  1 845 ,  by 
Henry Wel l s ,  W i l l iam C Fargo, and Dan Dunning, to operate an express rou te 
from Buffalo  to Chicago. 

When Crawford Liv ingston died i n  1 848,  L iv ingston , Wel l s  & Company 
became Wel l s  Company .  Johnston L iv ingston and Edward W ins low were taken 
in as partners .  

John But terfield s tarted But terfie ld ,  Wasson & Company in 1 848 to carry 
express from Albany to Buffalo .  

In 1 850 these three companies ;  Wel l s  & Company ,  L iv ingston & Fargo and 
But terf ie ld ,  Wasson & Company-conso l ida ted in to the American Express Com
pany.  

A URAR I A K T  
J tJC.. y .:l '  1 8 5 9 

3 0  
1 860 
K.T. 
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Typical Pre-Colorado Territory mark
ings 

A Colorado Territorial marking 

For complete coverage o f  the subject 
of Colorado Territorial postal history. 
see Da vid L. Jarrett's "Colorado Ter
ritorial and Pre- Territorial Postmarks. " 
published by the Collectors Club of 
Chicago. 1976. 
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A lthough the original column spelled 
this "Chafres " it is probable "Chagres " 
was meant. 
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I n  1 849 ,  a year prior to the organizat ion of the American Express Company ,  
The Adams Company  sent  Dan Haskel l to estab l i sh express service i n  Cal i for
n ia .  Adams & Company grew rapidly and became Cal i fornia ' s  lead ing express 
company in 1 854 .  

Wel l s ,  Fargo & Company was formed by Henry Wel l s  and W i l l ia m  Fargo of 
rhe American Express Company  and seven o thers, two of whom were Edwin B .  
Morgan ,  Presiden t ,  and  J a mes McKay, Secre tary o f  the  new company.  I ts 
prospectus says "now ready to undertake the genera l forwarding agency and 
commiss ion bus iness ;  the  purchase and sale of gold  dus t ,  bu l l ion and specie ,  
a l so packages , parce l s  and freight - in and between New York and San Fran
ci sco connecti ng a t  New York w i th - American E xpress Company "  - etc. 

Samuel Carter, an  American Express employee , was  sen t  to Ca l i forn ia ,  
arr i v ing i n  June 1 852 ,  c lose ly  fol lowed by the other age n t ,  Reuben Washburn , in  
Ju ly .  

By August  there were eigh t off ices ; three i n  P lacer Cou n ty ,  San Franci sco, San 
Diego, Monterey, Benic ia  and Sacramen to and by the end of the year ,  twelve. 

La te in 1 852 Henry Wel l s  paid his one and onl y  tri p  to Cal i forn ia .  After a 33-
mile steamboat r ide from Chafres to Cruces ,  he paid $30 for the priv i l ege of 
rid i ng a mule from Cruces to Panama, twenty - four m i les .  

[May 1 5 ,  1 965] 

Wells, Fargo & Company I I  

When Henry We l l s  arrived i n  S a n  Franci sco h e  found the ir  offices a t  
Montgomery a n d  Ca l i fornia  s t reets across  from the recen t ly  comple ted Parrott 
Ru i ld ing ,  which housed Adams & Company .  The C h inese wou ld not en ter the 
Parrot t  Bu i lding because the con tractors wou ld  not a l low the Chinese man who 
designed the bu i ld ing  to perform puri fy ing r i tes req u i red by Chinese trad i t ion ! 
Therefore Wel l s  Fargo i mmediate ly  gai ned the not  i nconsiderable bus i ness of 
the Ch inese. 

During la te 1 852 and con t i n u i ng in to  1 8!J3 Wel l s  Fargo began pick ing up the 
agen t s  of  the Gregory & Company Express which opera ted i n terna tiona l l y ,  but 
whose New York agent ,  Thompson and H i tchcock , re fu sed to accept  i ts paper. 
There was no formal  sale or transfer. Colonel W i l l i a m  Pardee rep laced Sam 
Carter a s  agen t in J u ly 1 853 .  

Government stamped envelopes, produced by  the  Pos t  Office departmen t to 
insure payment of postage w hether or not the let ter en tered the lJ .  S. ma i l s ,  were 
first used in Cal i forn ia August  I ,  1 853 . The express  com pan ies bough t these 
envelopes and i mpr in ted thei r frank  on the face and sold them to cus tomers. 
\Vei l s  Fargo was probably the larges t  s ingle customer for these enve lopes for 
many years .  

On September 1 4 , 1 85 3 ,  Wel l s  Fargo bough t Todds & Company Express, 
which s tarted w i th Alexander Todd , a 49'er turni ng expressman,  opera t ing 
seven months as  Todd & Bryan ' s  Express in 1 850, four teen mon ths as Todd & 
Compa ny Express i n to  1 85 1 ,  seven mon ths as Reynolds ,  Todd & Company 
Express and fi na l l y  under an en t i rely d i ffere n t  Todd (Chas. A . )  for s ix teen 
months when sold to Wel l s  Fargo . Covers bear i ng mark ings of these express 
compan ies ex i s t ,  mos t  are s t ampless ,  a very few had pos tage paid by pos tage 
s tamps .  D. H. Rarncy succeeded Edwin  B. Morgan as P resident of We l l s  Fargo. 

The Jan uary 1 3 ,  1 854 i ssue of Th(' A !ta Cal 1forn 2an  carried this  not ice: " J .  D. 
Frye, S pecial  Agen t of  Post  Office Depart men t has g iven  us offic ia l  notice that 
a l l  leuers sen t by our  expresses hereafter , mus t  bear the Post  Offi ce S tamp or 
Envelope. " Fi nc for v io la t ion $00. 

About  t h i s  t i me 3<t pos tage s tamps used in t he Wel l s  Fargo office were pre
cance l le<l by vert ical  and horizon tal l i nes drawn through the cen ter  of  each l ine 



WELLS, FA R G O  & CO. 

of s tamps .  
L i t t le  hyclraul i c  m i n i ng ( fi rs I used in 1 852 ) \\' < I S  drnH· in I S:d beca use of  lack of 

ra i n  and snow. 
The f i rs 1  d i \' idrnd pa i d  IO \\'e l l s  Fargo stockho ldns \\·as 1 0°� in ;\ l arch 1 8:i l . 

and an  add i t ional  !"i3 the fo l lo\\' i 1 1g  St'] > l l' ln bn. 

[May 22, 1 965] 

Wells, Fargo & Company III 

On Ju ly  I ,  1 854 ,  Alex H u n ter so l d  Hun ter & Com pan \' Exprl'ss to \\'d i s  Fa rgo 
and then became Wel l s  Fargo agen t  at Placer\' i l le .  A fter th i s  purchase Wel l s  
Fargo & Company expressmen and ban kers began to  chal lenge Ada m s  & Com
pany  expressmen and  Page. Bacon & Company .  the i r  bankers . for s u premacy . 

Alex Hun ter placed th i s  ad i n  the P la cr n 1 l l lf' l\ lo u n ta /11 Df'inocra t  of Augus l  
1 8 , 1 855 :  "We w i l l  furn i s h  govern men t  3 <r  enve lopes w i th our  fran k u pon them . 
at the rate of $ 1 2 .50  per 1 00,  wh ich  w i l l  carrv a s i ng le  l euer enclosed over anv of 

' . . ' 
Cal i forn i a  or coast  rou tes free of charge . 

" The I O<t government envelope w i t h  our  frank w i l l  be furnished at $20 per I 00 

\\' i l l  carry s ingle  leuer.  . .  free of fur ther charges thro ugh our  A t l an t i c  Ex press .  
Let ters not  covered by these enve lopes wi l l  be charged at the o ld  ra tes. 

I 'Our  office at th i s  p l ace w i l l  be open on the Sabbath af ter th i s  elate and remain  
so  unt i l  closed by  Statute . "  

Dur ing 1 854  a n d  1 855 \Vel i s  Fargo connected at Marysv i l le w i t h  \\' . F .  S i ng
e1- ' s  Feather River Express to m i n i ng camps on the Feather R i ver. Wel l s  Fargo 
had an office at Ophir ,  renamed Orovi I le in 1 855 .  

\\'e l l s  Fargo wor k ed hard to give good servi ce and had l i u lc troub le in  show
ing up the pos t  office i n  ge t t ing  the  mai l to San Franci sco and on  the s teamers .  

Ear l y in January 1 855 the Oh i o  and M i ss i s s i ppi Ra i l road, be i n g  const ructed 
between Cincinna t i  and S t .  Lou i s , got i n to f i nanc ia l  trou ble  cau s i n g  Page, 
Bacon ' s  paren t bank in St. Lou i s  to fai l .  Th i s  news reached San Franc i sco Feb
ruary 1 8 , 1 855 ,  and a run s tarted on the San Franci sco branch of  Page, Bacon . 
wh ich dosed i ts door February 22nd .  

T h e  next d a y  Adams & Compan y ;  Wel l s ,  Fargo & Company :  a nd t \\'o o ther 
bank s  closed. The pan ic spread thro ughout  Cal i forn ia .  A l l  \\' e l l s  Fargo bran
ches con t inued to opera te except the San Franci sco off ice ,  wh ich was  c losed to 
determi ne whet her the assets exceeded the depos i ts .  Adams & Company ne\'er 
reopened and a l mos t 200 San Franc i sco bus inesses fa i led . \Ve l i s  Fargo soon 
reopened i ts doors and as v ictor moved i n to the o ld  o ffices of  Adams & Company 
in the Parroll B u i l ding .  

The Pacific Express Compan y  was  formed by a few former Adams & Company 
employees on J u l y  I ,  1 85 5. 

The Post Office Departmen t in  Was h i ngton ordered the San Fra n c i sco Post 
m as ter to se ize  a l l  mai l carried by expresses .  The San Franc i sco b u s iness  men 
dared h im to do i t ;  he d id n ' t . 

Wel l s  Fargo i ncreased capi tal  to $600, 000 and paid two 53 cl i v i clcncl s .  Lou i s  
McLane  became head of the Cal i forn i a  bus i ness .  

Wel l s  Fargo used brigh t green m a i l  boxes,  wh i le the govern men t used red 
ones .  

[June 5, 1 965] 

Wel ls ,  Fargo & Company IV 

By 1 855 We l l s ,  Fargo had fi fty-f i ve offices .  They u sed a type read i n g  " W . F . & 
Co. "  to precancel sheets  of postage s tamps ,  and the San Franci sco office used a 
sh ie ld  handstamp. 

Four s ty les of handstamps were u sed on  mai l accepted on Cal i forn i a  r i ver 
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Wells. Fargo & Co. Express Chinese 
Camp California canceling the 3C 
embossed Nesbitt on a co ver to San 
Francisco in the mid 1850 .s .  Chinese 
Camp was located in Tuolumne County 
1ust south of Sonora. 
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s l l'anwrs: O n l' was rl ' c tan g u l a r  w i t h  rou nded cor n e r s , a n o t h e r  was  an e l l i pse ,  

a n d  t h l're \\' tTl' t wo in  i rregu l a r  dl 's i g n s . A l l  read " We l l s  Fargo & Com pa n y Ex

p n·ss S t eam boa I . · ·  

:\ Li  i I fro m  Down i l ' v i  l ie from 1 80;) to I W> :i \\"<t s cx ch a n ged a t  Marys  v i  I l e  w i t h  F .  

R u m r i l l  :\'ort hern F x prcss . 

\Vcl l s  Fa rgo was rc pn· .sl ' n ted i n  Bos 1 on .  :'\(' \\' Yor k .  P h i l adel ph i a ,  a n d  0 1 her  

l'a s l nn c i t i l's by t h l' Amcr i ca n  Ex press Co m pa n y . 

On A u g u s t  4 1 h  Th e Pt ·n m· Post  Com pan y wro te t h a t  t h l'y  were com pe l led to 

Sl'n d l e t t n s  by cx press becau sl' 1 h e  Sana men 1 0 Pos t  O fficl' c l osed t h e  m a i l too 

ca rh . " Th i s  is \\' h y  we do an l'x p ress b u s i n l' ss , n o t  beca use we des i re i t ,  b u t  

bl'ca use w t '  a re com pe l le d  to , "  1 hey dl 'cl ared .  

The n e w  Paci f i c  E x press Co mpa n y  met  \\' e l l s  Fargo loca l com pe t i t i on and 

; Hhcr t i scd in  t hc . .\u g u s t 1 8 . l 8.S5 ,  Plncrmi l /(' M ui m  La i  11  /)nn oc rn l .  as fo l l ow s :  

" O n  a n d  af tcr  t h i s  da te Thl'  Pac i f i c  E x prcss w i l l  carry l e t ters over a l l  t h e i r  

ro 1 1 1 es i n  Ca l i forn i a  f o r  1 0 <1' .  ( W e l l s  Fargo ra 1 t ·s  1 2h<I' ) l .e t tns t a ke n  t o  t h e  A t l a n t i c  

S 1 ; 1 t l's 2 0 <1'  ( sa m c  a s  \\ 'e l l s  F a 1 go ) .  T h t'o Tran Pac i f i c  E x press A gen 1. " 
Th i s  rcm i nds  me o f  t h e  fasc i n a t i n g t a k  of t h e  Fre n c h  Ca n ad i an ca t t l e ma n ,  

I .o u i s  Rl'm rnt' , w h o h a d  depos i ted 1 h e  $ 1 2 . r>OO proceed s from h i s  l as t ca t t l e d r i n· 

ll' i t h  Ada m s  & Com pa n y a l  Sacra m l ' n to lh t '  dav i 1  c l osed i t s doors i n S a n  Fra n 

c i sco . Ht '  read 1 h e  bad n e w s  1 he fo l l o w i n g  morn i n g  i n  l h l' Sacr a m e n t o  pa per , 

1 u s hcd 1 0  t hc Sacr a m c n t o  :\d a m s  o ff i ce to f i n d  a l o n g  l i ne .  Hc con s i dncd 0 1 lwr 

poss i b i l i t i e s .  i n cl u d i n g  thc s teamer to Por l la nd .  Orego n . S ud d l'n l y  hl '  rea l i zl'd 

h l' m u s l gc 1 10 Pori l a nd ( so m e  700 m i ks )  be forc 1 h c  S l l'a m er .  

Ht·  s 1 a r t l'd n or t h  o n  t h l ' s 1camn up r i nT from Sacram e n 10 1 0  K n i g h i ' s Ferry 

for l \ - l \\'O m i le s  a w a y ;  by h orse 1 0  Grand I s l a n d ;  se\T l l t \' h o u rs o u l  o f  Kn i gh 1 ' s 

Fnn a nd st 'nTa l h orses l a t n hl'  rode i n t o Y re k a .  T h e n  o n  to I l u ngry Cree k .  a n d  

Bca r Creek t o  .J a c k so rn · i l k , Orl 'gon ; to  E u gen l' . On•gon o n  l l H' f i f t h  d a y ;  O n  t h e  

6 t h  d;t\ '  t o  French P ra i r i l' .  Orl'gon Ci t y ,  a n d  a l  n o o n  a fen,· r i d e  acro s s  t h l' \V i l 

l a n H· t tc R i ver i n 1 0 P o r t l a n d  a n d  t o  Ada m s  & Com pa n y  t o  cash t hc cl'r t i f i ca 1 e  of 

dt'pos i 1 .  A l rn o s 1  i m m ed i a te l y a f t er rcCl' i ,· i n g  h i s  for t y po u n d s o f  go l d  h e  heard 

l h t '  ca n n o n  a n n o u n c i n g  t h e  a n i va l  of t h e  s t ca m er Co l u m b i a  i n  1 h e  r i \ 'er .  The 

b; H I  m·vv s  wo u l d  be k n mn1 \\· i 1 h i n  thc l10 m hc had ga i n cd on 1 hc s teamer by 

r i d i n g 700 m i l cs 1 n  s i x  days in Feb rn a n t h ro u g h  n ort h c rn Ca l i fo rn i a  m o u n -
. I I ; 1 1  n s .  

[June 1 2 , 1 965] 
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Wells ,  Fargo & Company V 

Thf' Com s to c k  Lodl '  \\'as d i scm t'll'd i n  N t ' \ 'ad a i n  1 8:>9 a n d  \ ' i rg i n i a C i I Y  

q u i ck h' bt 'ca m <' a c i t y  o f 20, 000 pmp lc .  

S t a rt i ng in  1 859 a n d  con t i n u i n g  i n to 1 8b0. \ \ 'e l l s  Fa rgo co n n tT t ( ' ( l  a t  Ma n s 

\' i l lc w i th E \'t ' r t , W i l son & Co . for st •n' i ce to t h < '  Ft'a thn R i \'n and  C i bsom i l l < 

R i dgc m i n i n g t o\\'n s a n d ca m p s . 
On J u l y  8 .  1 859 . E .  W. Tracv b<·Lmie t h <' \\ 'el l s  Fa rgo agl'n t a t P o r t l a n d .  

Ort'go n ,  a n d  on J u l y  3 0 t h lw s t a r t t 'd t h <'  Tran R: C o .  E x pn· s s .  w h i c h  opna t t 'd 

n or t h  and east  of Port l a n d  fro m  1 8:i9 to 1 863 .  
I . a  n g t on ' s  Express ,  wh ich  had form l'd aga i n  a f  t t'l Adams  R: Co m pa  m Lt i l ed i n  

1 8:"> �> .  a nd had opera ted i n  to  Sacr a m l'n t o  and Sa n Fra n c i sc o .  ga \ '( ' u p t h l ' i  r opt'la

t i o n s  t o these c i t i es and con nected "· i t h  \\'e l l s  Fa rgo a t Mar\' s \ · i l l e .  Th i s t ' x p rcss  

ra n north to Downie \' i l l e  and cas t  i n t o l\'e\'ada .  
On October 4 .  1 859 ,  Free man & Co . wa s purch a st'd . Af tn t h l' Ada m s fa i l u n :· 

Freem a n  operated a l l  t h rough the  m i nt 's and had an i n te rn a t i o n a l  opera t i on . 1\ t 

the t i ml' of the  sa le Freeman tr ied to re t u rn  the co ns i derable n u m ber of govt' rn 

mcn t s la m ped en\'e lopes t o  the pos t off ice for cash , b u t t h e  pos t  o ffi ce re f u sl 'd t o  

accept  t h l'm . They were l a ter  so l d  to  \\'el l s  Fargo . w h ich acco u n t s  for t h e  t ·x i s 
tence of  3(  and I O<T envelopes bear i ng the Freeman & Co . fra n k  mTrpr i n tcd \\' i t h  
the Wel l s ,  Fargo & Com pa n y  fran k .  

By 1 860 Wel l s  Fargo h a d  a v i rt u a l  mono poh · o f  t h <' Ca l i forn i a l 'x press b u s i 

m·s s .  Thcrl' were 1 4 7  \\'e l l s  Fargo offices .  The co mparl\' was  ca p i ta l i zed for  

S 1 . 000 , 000 and i t  i ssued a n  8% s tock d i v i de n d .  I n  1 860 \\' (' f i nd the  f i r s t  use o f  the  
\\'e l l s  Fa rgo doub le  ci rc l e  hand s ta m p i n  S a n  Franc i sco.  

A l  though Wei l s  Fargo had no con nect  ion wi th  the  Pon y  E xpress dmi n g  1 860. 

i t  is  worth no t i ng tha t  t h e  Cer nral  O ver l a n d ,  Ca l i fo rn i a  and P i kes Pea k Expre ss 

Com panv s t ar t ed opera t i ng a n i ne-day Pony Ex p ress  be t wc< 'n San Fra n c i sco a n d  

S t .  Joseph or e igh t days  f ro m  Carson C i t y ,  the  end o f  the  \\' (' S tl 'rn t t' lcgra ph . to S t .  

Jos< 'ph o n  Apr i l 3 ,  1 860 . 
The second i ssue of Nesbi t t  em ·e lo pes ( th e  " s t a r  d ies" ) appeared d u r i ng 1 860. 

the 3<T in Augu s t . the I OC: in October . and t he l <i  & 3<T com po u nd in Dt'ccm be r.  

Thor p ' s  ca ta log l i s t s  use by Wel l s  Fa rgo of  e a c h  o f t hese t h rt'c denom i n a t io n s .  

b u t  no t the  J <i  o r  6<t .  T h e  l i s t i ng of  t h< '  u se of  the  co m pou nd l ' n ve lopc by \\'e l l s  

Fa rgo i s  s u rpr i s i n g .  The ra t l' t o S a n  Fra nci sco \\· a s  ! O CT ,  s o  u s< ·  o f t h e  Ne\,. York 

carri er service on Ca l i fornia  mai l  cou l d  n o t  he p a id by a ) If & 3 C:  co m po u nd 

w i t h o u t  add i t iona l  pos tage . Therefore, the com po und cou l d  o n l y  be u s< 'd for 
ma i l  a l ong the Pac i f ic  coa s t .  I have n ever seen a CO\Tr i n d i ca t i n g t ha t San Fra n 

c i sco h a d  carr ier serv ice .  
\Vi i i  someone who has  see n a compo u nd enve l o p< ' bear i n g t h <' \\'e l l s  Fa rgo 

frank report how i t  was used? 

[June 26,  1 965] 

Wel ls  Fargo VI 

The year 1 86 1  was when Wel l s  Fargo bu i l t  i n  V i rg i n i a  C i ty ,  Nn ada,  b u t  t he 

dom i n a t i n g  act i v i ty  was the  " Pony Express . "  
When Wi l l i am Russe l l ,  pres i den t o f  the  C . O . C .  & P . P .  Express Co. , was the 

subj ect of  a fu l l - sca l e  Congress iona l  i n ve s t iga t ion ear l y in 1 86 1 .  the eager l y  
sough t oppor tun i ty to ob ta in  the n e w  m a i l  con trac t  over t h e  Cen tra l Rou te d i s 

appeared . 
On March 1 2 , 1 86 1 ,  the  Post  Off ice Depar tme n t  a l tered the  or ig ina l  con tract 

da ted Septem ber  1 6, 1 85 7 ,  w i th The Over land M a i l  Co. , to d i sco n t i n u e  ser v i ce on 
t h <' B u t terfie l d Route  \' i a  Los A n gcl l's and m mT n o rt h t o  t h l' Cen t r a l  R o u t e .  

On March 1 6th , t w o  con tracts were s igned by W i l l i am R usse l l  of  C. O . C .  & 
P . P .  Express Co . and W . B .  D i n smore ,  presi de n t  o f  Overland M a i l  Co . ( Ma n u-

111  
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scri pt  copies  are preserved i n  the H u n t i ngton Library i n  Berkeley ) .  The firs t was 
an agreement  to pay $20,000 to Western S tage Lines to w i thdraw i ts s tages 
opera t ing west of Ft. Kearney and between Ft. Kearney and Denver. The second 
con tract was an agreement  between the Overland Mai l  Co . and the Pony Ex
press opera tors as to how the two companies  woul d  combine forces to provide 
service over the Pony Route. 

The agreement  provided tha t  the Pony Express opera tors service the rou te east 
of Sa l t  Lake City and t he Overland M ai l  Co. the rou te wes t  o f  Sa l t  Lake Ci ty .  The 
Overland Mai l  Co . had to move i ts an i mal s ,  equ i pment ,  and personnel  north.  

The agreemen t further provided that  the C .O .C .  & P . P .  would be pa id 
$470,000 less one-ha l f  amount  paid for sea service per annum for carriage of 
mai l ,  and that all Pony Express rece ipts  would be d iv ided eq ua l ly .  

The through passenger and express business revenues were to  be  d iv ided 
equa l ly  whi le  303 of the l ocal  revenues of the C .O .C .  & P . P .  were to be paid to the 
Overland Mai l Co . 

Each party was to pay a l l  f ines occasioned by fa i l ures on  their  respect ive Di 
v is ions ,  the Div i s ion of t ime to  be  as fo l lows :  on the  20-day schedu le the  C . O . C. & 
P . P .  had twelve days and the Overland Mai l Co. e ight  days .  On the 23 -day 
schedule  the C. O .C .  & P . P .  had fourteen days and the Overland Ma i l  Co . n i ne 
days;  and a l i ke ra t io on the 35-day schedule .  

The Overland Mai l Co . h i red a genera l super in tendent ,  w ho was paid equa l l y  
by  the two  part ies ,  and  who had genera l charge and  supervi s ion of  the Eas tern 
l ine ,  i n sofar as to see the service was properl y performed but not to in terfere w i th 
the managemen t and deta i l .  

The Overland Mai l Co . reserved t h e  righ t a n d  priv i lege o f  making an  exc lu
s ive con trac t for the  Express bus iness  w i th Wel l s  Fargo & Co. for a l l  bus iness 
going from the East to any poi n t  Wes t  of Sa l t  Lake Ci ty ,  and for a l l  bus iness 
orig inat ing West of Sal t Lake C i ty goi ng East - a t  a fa i r  com pensat ion .  Th is  
business was ca l led " thro ugh busi ness " and was d iv ided a s  such .  

Wel l s  Fargo & Co. or their  agen t s  were i n  charge of  a l l  o ffices wes t  of  the Sa l t  
Lake area a fter Apri l 1 ,  1 86 1 ,  and i ssued spec ia l  adhesi ve s tam ps for Pon y Ex
press mail  t o  the eas t ,  and mul t iple  rate l e t ters to the wes t .  

[July 1 7 , 1 965] 

Wells  Fargo VII  

Wel l s  Fargo ' s  part  i n  the opera t ion of the Pony Express i s  bes t recorded in  the 
art ic le by Mel  Nathan i n  the Col l ectors Club Handbook # 1 5  en t i t led The Pony 
Expre.1.1 . 

A migh ty effort  was made prior to the publ ica t ion of th i s  work to record a l l  
known covers carried by  the Pon y Express . For tunate l y  for young ph i la te l i s ts yet 
to come no record i s  ever complete .  What does the record te l l  us ?  

In tru th we wou ld on ly  have the  r ight  to  d i scuss the  la s t  s ix  months  of  the 
record because tha t  is all the time tha t Wel l s  Fargo played a part in i t .  However, 
i t  might  be of more i n tere s t  to our readers to report  the to ta l record .  

Two addi t ional covers have been reported s ince the report was publ i shed 
giv ing us 50 carried to the west and 1 02 to the eas t ,  a to tal  of 1 52. 

In the one year period, Apri l 3, 1 860 , to Apri l 1 ,  1 86 1 ,  when the ra te was $5 per 
one-ha l f  ounce, 70 covers are reported , 3 1  east to west and 39 wes t  to east .  S ix  
covers bea r  man uscri pt marki ngs and  an add i t ional  s ix  are marked " Free , "  three 
by Sena tor La tham , one each by Sena tor Gwi nn ,  John A. Russe l l ,  and W i l l iam 
A .  Russel l .  

Two covers bear 3 <t  1 85 7  s tamps ,  one a pa ir  o f  5 <t  l 857 ' s ,  s ixteen covers bear l O<t 

1 857 and one a 1 2¢ 1 857  s tamp,  or a total of 20 w i th adhesive s tamps .  O f  the 38 
governmen t s tamped envelopes ,  8 are 3<t  and 25 are I O<t of the first issue Nesbi tt ,  4 
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are 3¢  and one 1 0¢ s tar  d i e .  
Duri ng the  f irs t  Wel l s  Fargo period Apri I 1 ,  1 86 1 ,  to J u ne 30 ,  1 86 1 ,  t he  Pon y 

was s t i l l  a private en terpr i se operat ion bu t  the rate was reduced to $2 a one-ha l f  
ounce. Thir ty-one covers are recorded, 6 from east  t o  w e s t  a n d  2 5  from west to 
eas t .  

The f i r s t  Wel l s  Fargo adhesiw s tamps i s sued, the $2 red and $4 green , were 
onl y  used i n  the western offices. Twenty  of the 25 covers to the eas t  bear the $2 
stamps , none are repor ted bearing the green $4 stamps. Three of these covers 
show a Wel l s  Fargo fra n k  i mpri n ted over Freeman & Co . Express franks .  

The second Wel l s  Fargo period was from July  I ,  1 86 1  to  October 23rd , the  las t  
tri p eas t ,  and October 3 1 s t ;  the last  tr ip to the wes t .  Th i s  per iod was under the 
government  con tract wh ich set the rate  a t  $ 1  per  one-h a l f  o u nce. For the new ra te 
a red $ 1  Wel l s  Fargo s tamp was i ssued , the $2 reprin ted green and the $4 black.  

Fif ty -one covers are reported, 1 4  from the eas t and 3 7  from the west .  Of these 37  
covers from the wes t  fou r  bear  $2 s tamps ,  th i rty the $ I red , w h i le one cover has  a 
$ 1  and $2 on the same cover. None are reported w i t h  the $4 a l t hough one or two 
are bel ieved to ex is t .  

Of the 1 4  covers from the east ,  two are  " Free " and fou r  bear  the famous Garter 
stamps a l though the s tamp i s  miss ing from one.  The garter s tamp was used on 
the specia l  governmen t envelope and other ma i l  from the east  on l y  to i ndica te 
payment of addi t ional ra tes . 

During th i s  period one cover i s  reported wi th a I ¢  and a pair  of 3<:  1 86 1  ' s on a 
3¢ government  envelope , four  covers bear 1 0¢ 1 857 ' s ,  one a 30¢ 1 857  on a patri 
ot ic cover to Hamburg, two bear 1 0¢ s tamps of the Augus t 1 86 1  i ssue and one a 
1 0¢ s tamp of the September 1 86 1  i ssue .  

[July 3 1 ,  1 965] 

Wells  Fargo VIII  

During the year 1 862 Wel l s  Fargo ' s  outs tanding s tock i ncreased to 20,000 
shares , and they pai d  four 3% dividends on the s tock dur ing the yea r. 

From a le t ter wri t ten by Mr. Rob inson to Postmaster General B la i r  in October 
1 862, we quote:  " During the year end J une 30, 1 862,  Wel l s  Fargo bought $57 ,000 
value of envelopes . On these envelopes Wel l s  Fargo made $ 1 20,000 . . .  " 

I n  1 862 Wells  Fargo ordered from the Pos t Off ice Department  2 , 000,000 3¢ 
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But see the column of April 8 .  1967 on 
page 1 1 7  

The San Francisco "Running Pony" 
marking. 

Top-A Wells. Fargo triple rate pony 
Express co ver to New York. bearing 
the $1 red and $2 green Wells. Fargo 
green Pony Express stamps. U S. 
postage was covered by a strip of  
three 10C type V 1859 stamps. one of 
which has dropped off the co ver. 

Belo w-A double rate east to west 
Pony Express cover. The Wells. Fargo 
frank and the embossed 1 oc envelope 
co vered one rate. The 10C 1861 and 
Wells. Fargo "garter" stamps covered 
the additional rate. 

It is assumed Mr. Robinson meant 
the fiscal year ending on that date. 



1 1 4  

The Virginia City Pony Express rate 
was 101t until it was raised to 251t in 
the spring of 1863. This use of the 251t 
blue Wells, Fargo Virginia City Pony 
Express stamp was to San Francisco 
on May 10, probably 1863. 
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envelopes, 1 5 ,000 6¢ envelopes, 3 , 000 envelopes of 1 0¢ and h igher values ,  70,000 
3� .  and 1 2 , 500 1 0¢ s tamps. 

The famous Virgin ia  Ci ty Pony Express was s tarted in  1 862. I t  was announc
ed by the fol lowing ad in the P lacervil le paper August 7 ,  1 862: 

"On and after Monday, August  1 1 th ,  we w i l l  run a Pony Express dai ly  
between Sacramento and Virgin ia  Ci ty ,  carrying letters and exchange papers ,  
through from San Francisco in 24 hours, Sacramento in 15 hours and P lacer
v i l le 1 0  hours. 

" Ra tes :  All letters to be enclosed in our franks  and ten cen ts prepaid ,  in ad
di tion , for each le t ter weighing hal f an  ounce or less ,  and ten cen ts for each 
addi t ional  half-ounce . " 

The mai l  was carried by pony from Virgi nia C i ty ,  Nevada Terri tory, to P lacer
v i l le ;  by rai l road between P lacervi l le and Sacramen to; and by s teamship to San 
Francisco. 

A 1 0¢ Wel l s  Fargo stamp s imi lar  to the earlier transcon tine n ta l  pony i ssues 
was issued in brow n .  They were l i thographed by Bri tton & Rey of San Francisco 
in sheets of 40, four panes of 1 0  each , two horizon tal and f ive vertical i n  each 
pane.  These stamps have been p la ted. 

Also,  the 1 0¢ W. F .  s tamp was i mprinted direct ly  on governmen t  stamped 
envelopes i n  red and blue.  The blue i mprin t  is found on U . S .  s tamped envelopes 
w i th the overa l l  l i thographed design ( i n  s i l ver) of the Gould  & Curry S i l ver 
Min ing Co. 

H. B .  Ph i l l ips explains in the January 1 897 i ssue of Fila te l ic Facts and Fa l
lacies: "At the t ime this ( 1 0¢ imprin t )  was adapted Wel l s  Fargo had an immense 
business in letter service between S. F .  and Virgin ia  Ci ty - thi s  surcharge was 
adapted to save time and expense in preparing and apply ing the 1 0¢ adhesive 
Pony s tamp . "  

The earliest recorded use of  the 1 0¢ brown i s  Sep tember 2 3 ,  1 862, a l though 
earl ier uses may exi st  as the record is l i m i ted. Twel ve covers are in the present 
l i s t .  

[August 21 ,  1965] 

., 1 . ...... 
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Wells  Fargo IX 

I n  1 863 B lake wen l lo Placerv i l le ,  Idaho,  and so ld 400 We l l s  Fargo leuers and 
franked envelopes a l  $ 1 . 00 each and franked enve lopes,  50<t lo the west  coas t  and 
75<t lo the eas l coast .  

On May 1 7 th the Wel l s  Fargo offices al  Auburn and Boise ,  Idaho,  were c losed 
because of the great losses lO Indians and h i gh waymen.  

Wel l s  Fargo earn ings were $255,000 and a I 00% s tock d iv idend was dec lared on 
December 22,  1 863 .  

The New York double c i rc le  Wel l s  Fargo handstamp first  made i ts a ppear
ance, and covers were found wi th the Wel l s  Fargo Mexican Coas l  Messenger 

· handslamp in th i s  year . 
The Virgin i a  C i ty Pony con t inued to run dai l y  a t  the I O<t ra le un t i l  May .  An 

i nt eres t ing problem develops here beca use the new 25<1: rate was paid by a IH,\\" 

25<1: Wel l s  Fargo adhes ive i n  b l ue .  The ear l ies t  recorded use of the 25<t adhes ive 
was February 1 5 , 1 863 . 

No I O<t brown adhesi ves are recorded used after that  ela te, b u t  a l l  of the I O<t 

impri n ted stamps on envelopes, both red and blue ,  were used i n  March and Apri l 
1 863.  

Three I Oct red i m pri n ted envelopes are recorded :  Apr i l  1 2 th and Apr i l  1 9th  
from San Franci sco and Apri l 25th to San .Jose . Only  one J Ocr b lue i m pr in t  i s  
recorded as a fron t  on l y  and i s  dated Marc h  29th a t  San Franci sco . H . B .  Ph i l l i ps 
commented : " W h i l e  the I O<t red envelope s tam p i s  a greal rari ty ,  the J Ocr b l ue i s  
probably  the rares t  s tamp of the Wel l s  Fargo i s sues . " 

S ince i t  might  be assumed that the greater number  of i mprin ted I O<t envelopes 
were used by the m i n i ng com panies ,  who certa i n l y  provided a l arge port ion of 

the ma i l  carried, Wel l s  Fargo may have dec ided that they wou ld recogn i ze a l l  
these envelopes u n t i l  the supply  was exhaus ted.  

On the other hand,  lhe smal l  number of J O<t i m pri n ted stamps used may in 
dica te tha t  a few s l i pped through in  the l a rge vo l u me of ma i l  and  none  were 
lega l l y  used because lhe rale changed before they were avai lab le .  

I n  the  Meron i  Sa le  auct ion catalog ( November 1 2 , 1 952 ) ,  lo ts 1 024-2!i-26 are 
i l lu s trated and show the I O<t b lue impri n t ,  front  o n l y ,  used and two 25CT red i m 
pr in ts on unused covers .  Thi s  proves t h a t  impr i n ted s tamps o n  e nvelopes  of  t he 
25<1: rate were made ava i lab le .  

[September 4,  1 965] 

Wells Fargo X 

I n  1 864 Wel l s  Fargo bought McLane ' s  P ioneer E xpress which operated a s tage 
l ine  from P l acerv i l le to Virgi n i a  C i ty .  They con t inued expanding their  opera
t ions con necting  at  M arysvi l l e  and Wheeler ' s  E xpress, a descendant of  Evert ,  
W i l son & Co. , for des t inat ions north to Oregon .  Wel l s  Fargo earned $254 , 000 in 

1 864 and $269,000 i n  1 865 .  
The 25<t rate from San Franci sco to V i rgin i a  C i ty s t i l l  prevai led, but  the color 

of the Wel l s  Fargo adhes i ve stamp was changed from blue to red in J une 1 864. 
The 25<1: red Virg in i a  Pony Stamp was used i n to Apr i l  1 865. Dur i ng this t ime the 
25<1: stamp was i m pr in ted in red on govern men t en ve lopes. 

A t  this poi n t  we m ight revi ew the recorded i n formation abou t the Wel l s  Fargo 
V irgin i a  C i ty Pony Express stamps and covers : 

The I O<t Brow n :  Thirteen covers are recorded, seven used to San Franci sco and 
six from San Francisco and Sacramento .  The ear l ies t  use Septem her 23, 1 862, the 
last ] anuary 5 ,  1 863 .  

The 1 0<1: Red I mpr in t  on 3 <1:  Governmen t Enve lope:  Only  recorded u se Apri l 
1 9th ( 1 863 ) from San Francisco. 

The 1 0<1: B l ue I mpr int  on 3 ¢  Governmen t  E nvelope:  On ly  recorded use M arch 

1 1 5  

Nathan and Boggs · "The Pony Ex
press. " (Handbook No. 15 of the 
Collectors Club of New York. 1962) 
listed 29 known co vers bearing the 
Virginia City Pony Express adhesive 
s tamps. It didn 't list any uses of  the 
en velopes with the stamp designs 
imprinted in the same colors as the 
adhesives. unless such were included 
with the adhesives. 

The list of known Virginia Pony co vers 
given in Nathan and Boggs (see abo ve 
note) includes 1 1  co vers bearing the 
10� bro wn. 12 co vers with the 25C 
blue and but six with the 25� red 
designs. 
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The appearance of the Crittenden 
correspondence in the 1970's has 
added at least 52 new covers with the 
Virginia Pony stamps to the record 
These include four co vers with the 
10¢. thirty with the 25¢ blue and 
eighteen with the 25¢ red adhesives 

See article. "The Crittenden Cor
respondence. " by T J Alexander. in 
"Chronicle " No. 1 1 1  (August. 1981) 
pages 1 72-5. A lso see the sale catalog 
of a large portion of the "find" held by 
Richard Frajola. Inc. on October 23. 
1981 .  which pictures most of these 
covers. 
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29th ( 1 863 ) from San Francisco .  
The 25¢ B lue  adhesive :  Twenty-one covers, s i x teen to  S acramen to and San 

Francisco, four from San Francisco and one from S traw berry Val ley.  The ear l i es t  
u se February 1 5 , 1 863 and the la test June  9, 1 864 (veri fied year )  and poss ib ly  J une 
1 8th ( lot  3 1 9, 229th S iegel Sale ,  year date not ver i f ied) .  

The 25¢ Red adhesive :  E l even covers ,  seven to San Francisco and fou r  from 
San Francisco .  The earl ies t  use J u ne 20, 1 864 and l a tes t  use Apri l 20, 1 865. 

The 25¢ Red Impr in t  on 3¢  Government  Enve lope: O n ly two unused en
velopes recorded. 

The l i s t ings referred to are found on pages 64 and 65 of Col lectors C l u b  H and
book ,  The Pony Express by Na than and Boggs. M e l  N athan has inclu ded l a ter 
reports in i ssues of Western Covers Society ' s  pu bl icat ion Western Express. Ad
d i t ional  in forma t ion on covers to be recorded is sol i c i ted . 

Wel l s  Fargo ' s  Northern Coast Route was by s teamer from San Francisco to 
Tri n idad to Crescen t C i ty to Port Orford, Oregon to Port land,  O regon .  

Wel l s  Fargo provided the on ly  means  for regu l ar ma i l  pos ted i n  V ictoria,  
Bri t i sh  Columbia ,  to reach San Franci sco un t i l  1 868; ra te 1 0¢ per h a l f  ounce. 

[September 1 8, 1965] 

Wells Fargo XI 

The Central Pacif ic R a i lroad reached Sacramen to, 1 1 2 m i les from San Fran
ci sco, and pushed on to Auburn,  1 74 m i l es ,  in 1 865,  and reached the 1 94 m i les to 
Col fax in 1 866. 

Wel l s  Fargo connected at M arysv i l l e  w i th W h i t i ng and Co. ,  which serv iced 
the Feather R iver coun try west of Qui ncy from 1 8!J7  to 1 868,  when W h i t ing and 
Co. sold to Garland and Co. 

The famous expressman , Sam Langton ,  d ied af ter a fal l  from a wago n  in 1 864. 
H i s  express was purchased in 1 865 by Lamping and Co. , wh ich sold to Wel ls  
Fargo i n  1 866. 

In 1 866 Wel l s  Fargo rees tabl i shed the offices in  I daho which had been closed 
in 1 863 . The offices opened were at I daho C i ty,  R u by C i ty ,  and Pioneer C i ty .  

1 866 was the year of expansion.  The Hol laday Overland Ma i l  and E xpress Co. 
bough t the Bu t terfie ld Overland D ispatch,  which operated s tage l ines from 
Denver to A tchison.  

On November ! s t Wel l s  Fargo purchased the Hol laday s tage l ine for 
$ 1 ,500,000 cash and $300,000 of Wel l s  Fargo s tock.  

The fol lowing  ad in  The Idaho Week ly S ta tesman of M arch 30, 1 867  tel l s  the 
s tory:  " November I ,  1 866 Wells Fargo and Company Express a Grand Consol i 
dat ion - The fol lowing wel l known express and s tage compan ies h av i ng con
sol ida ted their  several i n terests and property on the f i rs t  day of  November w i th a 
cap i ta l  of $ 1 0,000,000 w i l l  hereafter be known and the ir  bus iness conducted 
under the name of Wel l s ,  Fargo and Co. v i z :  P ioneer S tage Co. , Overland Ma i l  
Co. , Hol laday Overland and  E xpress Co. , U n i ted S ta tes and  American E xpress 
Co ' s .  and Wel l s ,  Fargo and Co . "  

The same paper carried th i s  i n format ion :  "Wel l s  Fargo and Co. O u r  charges 
w hen ' waybi l led ' w i l l  be a s  fol lows :  A let ter parce l ' no value'  to Montana or S a l t  

Lake C i ty $ 1 . 00 - to Omaha or Leavenworth C i ty $ 1 . 50 
"A da i l y  Letter Express ( i n  locked bags ) w i l l  be forwarded from our  off ice in  

Bo i se  Ci ty  carry ing le t ters to Mon tana,  Co lorado, the At lan t ic s ta tes ,  and 
Europe . " 

[October 2, 1965] 

Wells Fargo XII 

Wel l s  Fargo earned $ 1 99 ,000 in 1 867 ,  $ 1 76 ,000 in 1 868, and $ 1 70,000 in 1 869. 



WELLS, FA RGO XI; THE PONY EXPRESS 

I n  1 868 \'\'el l s  Fargo and Company purchased Garland & Co. , the successors to 
\\'b i t ing  & Co. 

A new express compan y ,  The Pacific U n ion Express Company began opera
t ions  i n  1 868. I t  opened offices in  a great n u m ber of  loca t ions i n  Cal i forn ia  and 
Nevada . us ing prominent  men as agen ts ,  and began to cha l lenge Wel l s  Fargo at  
e\·ery i m porta n t  loca t ion .  

The leaders of the new company ,  D .  0.  M i l l s ,  L loyd Tevi s ,  and Henry Bacon ,  
opera ted beh ind the  scenes .  They had  negot ia ted an exc lus ive con tract for ten 
years from September 23 , 1 867 ,  for express transpor ta t ion upon the Cen tra l  
Paci f ic  Rai lway in conj u nct ion with the U n ion Paci f ic .  

A l though Wel l s ,  Fargo and Company opera ted only in the west ,  i ts pri ncipal  
off icers and offices were in the eas t .  The extreme va lue  of  the rai l road i n  carrying  
express i n  compe t i t ion w i th the  vast network of Wel l s  Fargo s lower stages did not 
occur to the Fargo managemen t u n t i l  too la te .  

Qu iet ly  Tevi s  and Crocker bough t heavi ly  of  Wel l s  Fargo s tock in  1 868 and 
ear ly  1 869. The golden spike was driven on May 1 0 th at Promon tory Poi n t ,  
l 1 tah , complet ing t h e  transcon t inental  ra i l road a n d  sea l i ng t h e  fate o f  Wel l s  
Fargo . 

The two groups met for a conference on October 4 ,  1 869 a t  Omaha.  The resu l t  
w a s  t h e  sale o f  the Pac i f i c  U n ion Express Compan y ,  w hich had been opera t ing 
a t  a loss of $ 1 5 , 000 a month or about  $ 1 28 ,000 a year ,  for $5 , 000, 000 or one - th i rd 
of the new capi ta l izat ion of $ 1 5 , 000 ,000 of We l l s  Fargo. 

Jus t  seven teen years a fter i ts organ izat ion in  1 85 2  Wel l s  Fargo had to pay ou t 
one - th i rd of i ts capi ta l ,  w h ich had grown from $300, 000 i n  1 852 to $ 1 0, 000 ,000 i n  
1 869 a n d  $ 1 5 , 000,000 a t  t h e  conference, because of  t h e  fa i lu re of i ts admi n i 
s tra t ion t o  con tract for t h e  l a test i n  means of transporta t ion . Th i s  should have 
been apparent because rai l roads had d i sp laced s tages in earl ier days in the 
eas tern part of the l J  . S. 

The Wel ls Fargo adm i n i s tra t ion may  have been aware of the s i tuat ion but  
were unable to make the dea l  w i th the rai l road. Promoters holding the con tract 
fe l t  they cou ld  not make their bes t  deal w i t h  We l l s  Fargo u n t i l  after the trans
con t i nen tal  ra i l road was complete and they had the organ i za t ion to use the ex
press servi ce con tracted for. 

L loyd Tevi s  became Pres iden t i n  1 872 for the next  twen ty years .  He separated 
the express bus iness from the bank ing business  in 1 876 .  

[October 1 6, 1 965] 

What's New About The Pony Express? 

February has brough t through the ma i l  two d i fferen t  unre la ted i tems con 
cerning the Pony Express .  The f irs t  i tem was Robert S i egel ' s  Rari t i es of  t h e  

World auct ion catalog. 
Near the end of the sale are four Pony Express i terns .  Three of  these covers were 

from the government period of operat ion which began J u l y  1 s t 1 86 1 ,  but  the 
most  outs tanding i tem was a tr iple rate cover,  a I Oil: s tar  die government enve
lope w i th  $2 red and $4 green Wel l s  Fargo s tam ps appl ied,  from the Apr i l  to 
June 30th period. Thi s  l e t ter  was given to Wel l s  Fargo a t  San Franci sco J u ne 
26th and arrived a t  S t .  Josep h ,  M i ssour i ,  J u ly  8th on the nex t to la s t  tr ip before 
governmen t takeover.  No addi t ional U . S .  pos tage was added , a l though 2011: was 
requ i red. This  may be due to the fact that  so very few m u l ti ple-rate le t ters were 
sent prior to the f inal  ra te reduction to $ 1 . 00 on J u l y  l s t ,  tha t  it was eas i l y  over
looked by both Wel l s  Fargo and pos t  office personne l .  

T h i s  cover nor a n y  other bear ing $4 .00 green We l l s  Fargo s tamp i s  recorded in  
the  Pony  Express Col l ectors Club handbook .  The  Catalog repor ts " the on ly  one 
(cover )  known bear ing the $4 green . . .  Ex  Caspary . "  

1 1 7  

This refers t o  Nathan and Boggs ' 
"The Pony Express. " published by 
the Collectors ' Club of New York in 
1962. 
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The $1 red Wells. Fargo transcon
tinental "Pony" stamp on an east
bound cover carried from San Fran
cisco to New York-the ultimate 
extension of the route. 
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Two of the  three la ter uses bear $ 1 . 00 red Wel l s  Fargo s tamps .  A use from 
Sacramen to August 1 s t to N ew York (August  1 5 th )  and Boston is recorded , but  
the San Franci sco via S t .  Joseph ( Sept .  5 th )  to New York from the M iddleton 
correspondence i s  a l so new to the record. 

The th i rd is an east to west use, again not recorded.  The I OCI'  embossed s tamp 
(U4 I )  and I O<t 1 86 1  on the corner of  the 1 86 1  en ve lope was cut  out  (horrors ! )  and 
another now replaces i t . The S t .  Joseph date of Septem ber 1 5 th appears on the 
oval w i t h i n  circle St .  Joseph hands tamp and the added garter s tamp i s  t ied by a 
double  circle Wel l s  Fargo & Company E xpress San Franci sco handstamp.  

There are three addi t ional  recorded covers bearing the garter s tamp and one 
addi t ional  from which the garter s tamp has  been lost .  So there are on l y  four  re
corded covers bearing the garter s tamp,  which was on ly  appl ied on m uch rarer 
east to wes t Pony ma i l  for each addi t ional  ra te of  pos tage over s i ngle rate af ter 
Ju ly  1 s t 1 86 1 .  

The second i tem was the January 1 867 i ssue o f  We.i tem Expre.1 .1 o f  the Wes
tern Cover Society .  Robert A .  Hanson reports in an article and an accom pany ing 
large map on h i s  in tens ive s tudy of the  Pony Express s ta t ions .  H e  reconci l ed 
d i fferences in  s tat ions named i n  three source books :  Pony Expre.1� - The G reat  

Gam b le by Roy B loss ,  R ichard F.  Burton ' s  The C i ty of the  Sa in t.1 , and Nei l 
M urbarger ' s  ar t i cl e  " Pony Express"  i n  t he December 1 959 Dr.1er t  l\laga::. i n e. 

[April 8, 1 967] 

Wells  Fargo & the Pony Express 

The Apri l i ssu C' of l l' e.1 tn1 1  ExfJre.1 .1 i nc ludt'd a repr in t  from the C a l iforn ia 

f-l i.1 tonca l  Society Quarterly ( Decem ber, 1 966) of W. Turren t ine Jackso n ' s  ar
t ic le "A New Look at  Wel l s  Fargo , S tagecoaches and the Pony Express . " 

He quotes from Set t le ' s  ar t ic le  in Waddel l F. Smi th ' s  Th e Story of the  Pony 
Expre.1.1 : " I t  i s  i ndeed unfor tuna tt' that  af ter a l most a cen tury the persona I i t ies of 
Wi l l iam H. Russel l ,  Alexander Maj ors ,  and W i l l iam B. Wadde l l ,  the men who 
founded the Pony Express and hero ica l l y  bore the d i sas trous  expense of  i t ,  
shou ld  he  obscured , and the  name of Wel l s  Fargo Express Company,  w h i ch was 
not  respons i ble for i t  in  any manner at  anyt i me,  he more prominen t l y  assoc ia t t'd 
w i t h  it in the publ ic  m ind . " 

And aga in  from Set t le ' s  l a tes t  book :  War Drum� & Wagon Wheefa " to cred i t  
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t h a t  com pam· ( \\'e l l s .  Fa rgo & Co. ) w i th i m por t a n t  t h i n gs someone e l se d id  and 
Ll\ i s h  unearned pra i se u pon i t  t o  the  de tr i men t  of  t h e  ones who ac t u a l l y  d id  
t h os e  t h ings i s  not r igh t .  N( 'vnt he less ,  tha t  u n \\'o rt h y  act  has  been com m i t ted by  
m i s i n fonn ('d , care less .  or se l f i s h  persons \\' i l l i ng to  pro f i t  by t h(' m i srepresen 
ta t ion or m i s t a temen t of thorough 1 y documen ted h i s tor ica l  fact . " 

Pro fessor .J ackson i s  prepared to take h i s  pl ace among the " m i s i n formed. 
care l es s  and sel f i sh " and w i t h  " vas t  n u m bers of Amer icans  of a l l  ages" w h o  
t h i nk \\'el l s .  Fargo & C o .  was i n vo l ved i n  t h e  ownersh i p ,  opera t i o n ,  a n d  ex 
pense of ru n n i ng the trans - M i ssour i  Pony E xpress in t he l as t  t h i rd of i ts br ief  
and dra m a t ic ex i s tence . . .  " 

" Perhaps i t  shou ld  a l so be noted t h a t  pon y  express o pera t i o n  was  an act i v i ty 
i n  w h ich W e l l s .  Fargo & Co . had em· iab le  experience . "  

" I n  Septem ber .  1 852 and for a per iod of severa l mon t h s  t hereafter W e l l s .  Fargo 
& Co. d i spa t ched po1w express r iders on a rou te t h ro ugh P lacer Cou n t y ,  
Ca l i fornia  t h a t  ran th ro ugh e igh t een or more spec i f ied m i n i ng camps a long t he 
Nort h  Fork of t he America n  R i ver .  Be t ween 1 853 - 1 855 Wel l s ,  Fargo & Co. , a long 
\\· i t h  t he o ther express com pan ies in Ca l i fornia ,  spon sored wel l -p u b l i ci zed re lay  
races by  men moun ted on t he bes t ava i l ab le  pon i es . . .  M oreover ,  t h e  com pan y ' s  
i nt eres t in  pony express serv ice d i d  n o t  term i na te w i th t h e  dem i se o f  t h e  trans 
M i ssouri Pony E xpres s .  I n  December ,  1 864 , Wel l s ,  Fargo & Co. i n augurated a 
pony express be tween Sacramen to ,  Ca l i forn i a ,  and V i rg i n i a  C i t y .  Nevada.  Th i s  
sen· ice ran  u n t i l  the  March  day ,  1 865,  when  Abraha m  L in co l n  was  i n s ta l led for 
h i s  second term as Pres iden t  of the  U n i ted S ta tes  . .  .Th u s ,  in add i t i o n  to i ts re 
spons ib i l i t y  for, and par t ic ipa t ion i n ,  the  opera t i on of  the  trans - M i ssour i  Pony 
E xpress between March and October , 1 86 1 ,  \\'el l s ,  Fargo & Co. owned and 
o pera ted a t  l eas t  fou r  d i fferen t pon y  express en tnpri ses be tween 1 852  and 1 868 i n  
bo t h  Ca l i forn ia and Nevada .  

" The more the  scholar  l ooks  a t  t h e  evidence conce rn i n g  Wel l s ,  Fargo & Co. as  
a bus i ness concern the  more he  i s  l i ke l y  to be con v i n ced that  the compan y ' s  
i n fl uence over fi nance a n d  pol i cy extended i n to v i rt u a l l y  a l l  aspec t s  of  t rans 
por ta t ion and com m u n i ca t i on . "  

[July  1 5, 1 967] 

Items from a Departed Collection II 

The ear l i es t  trade by A merican and B r i t i s h  s h ippers w i th H aw a i i and Ch ina  
was  in  1 800. On Apr i l  4 t h ,  1 820, t h e  Thaddew carr ied t h e  f i r s t  sh ip  load  of mis 
s i onar ies from New England to Hawa i i .  

On J u n e  2 7 ,  1 820, Sybi l B i n gham wro te  a le t ter a t  Hanaroonah ,  Wahoo,  
w h i ch was carried privately fro m  s h i p  to s h i p  u n t i l  i t  was pos t ed in Boston,  
M assachuse t t s  on March 2 1 ,  1 82 1 .  I t  was addressed to  M rs .  Fan ny Howel l i n  
w hose home i n  Canandaigua,  N e w  York,  Syb i l  was a ward u n t i l  l eavi n g  for 

Hawai i .  The folded, s tampless  let ter is p ic tured on page 6 of The Stamps of 

Ha i.l ' a i i  lw Meyer ,  Harri s ,  and o thers .  
Excerpts from the  l e t t er fol l ow : " Here u po n  heathen ground,  sea ted in  my 

s traw tha tched cot tage, the  waters o f  1 8, 000 m i les ro l l i ng between us ,  I take up 

for  a reperusal  your affect ionate, your precious farewel l  to me received j us t at  the 
eve of my departure from my much loved cou n try .  I seem to hear the k i n d  voice ,  
and almost  feel  the  affect ionate  grasp w h ich ,  to me,  so many t i mes  said,  you have 
a p lace w i t h i n  my doors and w i t h i n  my hear t .  W i th fee l ings  l ive ly  as i f  aga in  
t h u s  we lcomed by  you , I lay as ide th i s  tender farewel l ,  to  t e l l  you a l l  the  way  the 

Lord has led me ,  and how H e  i s  now df'a l i n g  w i t h  me.  And ,  to open the record of  
h i s  tender mercies , w i th humbleness  o f  mind and gra t i tude o f  sou l !  

"By the Sh i p  Mary , Capt .  S m i t h ,  Bos to n ,  spoken o n  our  passage December 
1 5 th  we made commun icat ions  home.  S i nce then we have m ade none ,  except  by 
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It seems that each o wner of this 
co ver reads Mrs. Bingham 's writing 
slightly differently for what is now 
"Honolulu. Oahu " In the 1948 "Hawaii. 
Its Stamps and Postal History " page 
6. this is given as "Hanaloorah. Woa
hoo. " Mr. Baker read it as given here. 
and the present owner of the co ver 
makes the letter heading "Hanarooah. 
Wahoo. June 27. 1820. " 
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Carried by private ship from Honolulu 
to Boston. where it was mailed to 
Canandaigua. Ne w York. Until very 
recently. this was considered to be 
the earliest letter known from Ha waii. 
It was sent only a few months after 
the first missionary group from Ne w 
England landed on 4 April 1820 in 
Hawaii. 

Sybil Moseley Bingham 

"owhy hee. "_ "Hawaii. ·and "Hirooah 
. . 

-Honolulu or Oahu ? 
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the  wha le  sh ip ,  L' I agle ,  Cap t .  S t arbuck,  Londo n ,  w h ich  has n o t  ye t  lef t  t hese 
seas. By the Mary I sen t severa l  I c t 1ers bu t cou l d  n o t  hu t regre t t ha t  I had none 
prepared for you , and some o t h ers ,  to w hom I fel t in haste to wr i te .  There was no 
t ime for a ny t h i ng af ter seei n g  her .  She passed by in fu l l  sa i l ,  j u s t  g i v i ng her name 
and w h i t her she was bound .  and  had t here not  been m uch d i spatch on the  part of  
our Cap ta in  i n  set t i ng off a boa t ,  we shou ld  have gr i eved many days w i t h  l e t ters 
on our hands .  You can hard ly  t h i n k  wha t  an i ma t ion t h a t  l i t t le occurrence 

exci ted .  
"Aft er pass i n g  the vessel  spoken of sa i l i ng  was p l easa n t  & t o  some degree 

sou t h  of the  Sou t hern Trop i c. Then W(' expniencecl SC'\'l'IT ga i t s .  and t hough i t  
was not  a t i me when ' n e i t her s u n  nor s tars i n  many days appeared ' . and ' tempest  

l ay on u s '  so as t o  cause ' hope to be taken away,  ye t  the sea wrought  and was 
tempes tuous ' ,  and ,  for many days and n igh t s .  we were ro l l i n g  a mids t moun
t a i nous  waves ,  some t i mes overw hel med or as to seem bur i cd i n  the  deep.  But  He 
w ho commands the  waves and t hey obcy ,  was our  p i l o t .  and i n  h i s  own t ime sa id 
to t he angry ocean ,  ' peace , be s t i l l . '  

"Through t h e  Pac i f ic  we  had ' f l ce t  & gladsome w ay , ·  ( 'Xcep t  a t  t he eq ua tor, 
where we exper ienced somet h i n g  l i kc a calm d ur i n g  8 or 1 0  days. Thcrc my 
hea l th ,  w h ich had been exce l l en t  from t he commen ccmcn t of  the voyage, began 

to fa i l .  
" B u t  from t h i s  t i me i t  was donc ,  and m y  s t rengt h gradua l ly weakened,  each 

clay u n t i l  I brea t hed l and  a i r .  H erc  was a t r i a l ,  ye t  w here mercies so abundan t as 
scarce ly  to  a l low it to be named .  Our s tores of  fresh prov i s ions .  and t ht' vege
table s .  not one accepted ,  weff expended; and w i t ho u t  bread . bu t tn or m i l k  a 

feeb le  appet i t e  cou l d  do bu t  l i t t le w i t h  sea b i scu i t .  s a l t  bee f  and  pork .  
" O ur D i v i ne S upporter carr ied u s  t hrough ,  and on the  morn i n g  of  t he 30 th  of  

March . a l lowed the  joy fu l  sou nd .  ' l and ho . · 'owhy  hee '  ' bo l d  mou n t a i n s  i n  s igh t '  

to d1t '('l' o ur heart s a n d  a s igh t  to gladden our  eyes .  
" \\'c approached t h e  i s la n d  on t he Nort heas t  s i de ,  passcd arou nd on the  wes t 

and an chored the  2nd of  Apri l i n  H i rooah !f ay .  I t  prescn t (' ( I  a \Tn· d i scourag i n g  
v i c w  i n  some part . fer t i le p l a i n s ,  w i t h  h igh mou n t a i n s  o ff t ht '  shorcs , ru s h i n g  
s t rcam s  and groves o f  cocoan u t s ,  bananas  and sofor t h  m e t  t h t '  ( 'Y( ' ,  w hen aga in  
rugged rocks, w i th  proj ect ing peaks and beds  of  l ava w h ich ,  i n  former t i mes, had 
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run down from their  lofty summi ts .  The range of scenes, almost s truck terror i n  
the  beholders . In t h e  lat ter descr ipt ion we  spotted a nat ive v i l l age o n  t h e  ground 
formed by volcan ic errupt ion .  

"Pr incipal ch iefs nat ives of pol icy are told f ind their  res idence here - pro
v i s ions are brought from d ifferent par ts of  Oahyhu and from the o ther I s lands.  
Negot iat ions w i th the head of the nation here assem bled was long and tedious .  
A t  length permiss ion was gran ted for a part to sett le a t  Kirooah w i th them and 
the rest proceed to Woahoo. The engagement was that  those left  would be pro
v ided w i t h  a habi tation , wood, water, and fresh  provi s ions .  By th i s  arrangemen t 
we who proceeded to K, were far removed from medical a id, f inding i t  necessary 
to p lease King, to leave our physic ian beh i nd .  You,  my dear friends, who has 
passed through various scenes , and at  d i fferen t t imes have fel t  the i mportance of 
medical  at tent ion ,  wi l l  pause a moment ,  and look a t  a l i t t le  band,  some in feeble 
hea l th  w i th untr ied scenes in v iew, and w i thout a picture drawn , w i l l  shed w i th 
the tears of sympathy for the female and he lpless ch i ldren ! Bu t  the dear Phys i 
c ian of sou l and body has been the ir  k ind  preserver, and the hour of  destress. He 
wi l l  be  the i r  s trong del iverer. There i s  a p lace for res t  - none else -. 

"On the  evening of the 1 2th of Apri l  w e  al l  sa i led from Owhyhee and anchored 
at  Hanarooro, Woahoo on the 1 2th . " 

[September 28, 1 968] 

I tems From A Departed Collection IV  

The f irst  i tem i s  a fol ded stampless letter wri tten i n  Br idgeport ,  Conn .  
D ecember 1 1 ,  1 842 ,  addressed to the  " Rev.  Dwight Baldwin ,  M iss ionary, San 
A nrah ( ? ) I s l es care of W. W .  Scarborough to Mazat lan ,  Mexico via New York & 
Vera Cruz Packets . ' '  

Th i s  le t ter arrived i n  Vera Cruz i n  n i ne days,  Decem ber 20th , and was recei ved 
J u l y  8, 1 843 ,  at Lahaina ,  209 days after pos t ing. The rou te from Vera Cruz was 
via Guadalaj ara to Durango to the A merican Consu l  at  M azat lan ,  who 
forwarded the letter by f irst  sh ip .  Up u n t i l  about 1 847 the sh ips for Hawai i 
s topped a t  Mazatlan . Soon thereafter they changed to San Franci sco. 

The fol lowing descri bes a passenger tr i p  across Mex ico: " I n  cross ing Mexico a 
passenger i s  requi red to carry a bed w i th h i m  as far as Guadalaj ara.  After leav ing 
that  c i ty he travels by  d i l igence ( a  coach )  and at  a l l  s tat ions wi l l  f ind bedding,  
prov i s ions ,  and very fai r  accom modat ions  of every sort ,  prov ided by the  con
tractor , Don Anselmo Suru tzu , whose agents all a long the road are B i scayans ,  
wel l -bred and very at tent ive .  The d i l igences go tw ice a week w i th great  p u nc
tual i ty . "  

The next i s  a stampless folded le t ter from Honolu lu  October 1 2 , 1 844 ,  d irected 
in a bol d  hand to M r. W i l l iam H. David ,  Barq ue Don Qu ixo te ,  San Franci sco, 
Cal i forn ia ,  per Capt .  Bonnet French s h i p  L io n ,  care of Thos. 0. Lark in ,  E sq . ,  
U .  S .  Consul w ho w i l l  please forward i f  M r .  Davis  sha l l  have left  the coast .  

Thi s  was sent  to Monterey which was the only serv i ce port  in 1 844 .  Thomas 
Lark in  was appo in ted consul  by Pres iden t John Tyler .  

The next  i tem was  carri ed around the Horn from Mon terey, Cal i forn ia  
J anuary 27 ,  1 847 ,  to  N ew York ,  where i t  en tered the  postal serv i ce Apri l 27 th .  
The le tter i s  addressed to General Roger Jones ,  Adj . Gen! ,  U .  S .  Army,  
Wash ington, D .  C .  U . S .  North America .  The red New York ship cancel showed 
7<t due, bu t scratched out  because th i s  was an off icial  let ter . 

Dur ing the 85 days i t  was enroute General W i n fie ld Scott captured Vera Cruz 
on M arch 27,  1 847 .  General Kearney , Lt .  Fremont ,  and Commodore S tockton 
gai ned control of Cal i fornia  during January 1 847 .  

[October 26 ,  1 968] 
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Probably. "San A nrah"  Isles was 
meant to be read as "Sandwich Isles. " 

Received free under the franking 
privilege of the A djutant General of  
the A rmy. 
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A s  listed in "The Forwarding Agents " 
by Kenneth Ro we. A lso. see page 28 

Sent from Honolulu on 9 No vember. 
1864 the Ha waiian postage of 5C 
was apparently prepaid in cash 

Meyer-Harris "Ha waii. Its Stamps 
and Postal History " does not illustrate 
a co ver from this period 

A ctually by the act effective July 1 . 
1 &53. SHIP/etters were charged double 
postage. prepaid or not. according to 
the regulations as well as the la w 
However. the additional 2C on prepaid 
Ha waiian co vers continued to be 
accepted by the San Francisco post 
office. 

HA WA/L4 N  FOR WARDING A GENTS 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Bei ng a co l l ector of  ear ly  Hawa i i an  ma i l .  some of  t h e  mark i ngs l i s t ed are 

ava i lable  and  these add i t ions  and changes are noted : 
Page 92 H a wa i i  Hono l u l u  
A.  P .  Everett, ova l ,  38x28;  H .  T .  Fitch, octagona l .  40x2 l . m y  u se l 8!"J :J ;  Gre

gory's Honolulu Express, o\'a l ,  43x23 ,  1 852 ( Gregor y ' s  Express d i sappeared i n  
1 8S3 so t h e  date  shou l d  n o t  be la ter ! ) . 

Porter E .  Ogden, ova l ,  33x 1 8 . red and b lack ,  1 85 1  or 1 852 :  Thomas Spencer, 

octagonal ,  43x26, my use 1 857 ;  Starkey Tanun & Company, ova l .  40x23,  red, 

1 849 ( u n l i s ted ) .  
Page 9 3  Hawa i i  
Lahaina Bush & Company, t ru ncated rec t angle .  36x  1 7 112. red , 1 850.  
Hawa i i  Sandwich Islands Makee Anthon & Company, ova l 4 1  x24 .  
Many of  the  l i s t i ngs are  from manuscr i p t  mark i n g, par t icu lar ly  1 hose pr i or to  

I 820' s and 30 ' s .  Af ter  tha t  t i me .  use of  hands t amps ,  c i rcu l ar .  ova l ,  or rectangu l ar 
came i n to use ,  somet i mes fol low i n g  a s t ra igh t l i n e  t ype set  mark .  

Some i n teres t i ng var i a t ions  show up .  I h ave one cover bear ing a Ham burg for

warder ' s  mark part i a l l y  CO\'ercd by a 31/'  1 85 1  app l ied w hen a group of l e t ters were 
pos ted in New York a f t er be ing  hand carr i ed from H am burg. 

S i m i l a r  examples w i th i n  our cou n try can be fou nd .  In one in s t ance a packet of  
New Orleans pr ice cu rren t s  were ca rr i ed by s teamer to Evansv i l le 10 a forwarder 
w ho app l i ed h i s  hands tamp and pl aced t he batch i n  the  Evans\' i l lc pos t offi ce i n  
t h e  1 850' s .  

[August 1 3, 1 966] 

An Unusual Honolulu Cover 

An unusua l  Honolu l u  cover has t urned up bear i ng a s t r ip  of s i x  o f  the 2-cent 
Jackson #73  to  pay the 1 2-ce n t  l J .  S .  rate ( I  Oct lJ. S .  p l  us 2<t  s h i p  fee ) pub l i shed i n  
error by D .  Kalakaua, Pos tmas ter Gen era l o f  H awa i i ,  September 1 6. 1 804 . Th i s  
erroneous ra t e  rema i ned in  effect j u s t  e ight  weeks ,  after w h ich the  211'  sh ip  fee was 
i n cl uded as paid in the I OI/'  rate for an add i t i ona l  t hree weeks per iod ,  aga i n  an 
erroneous rate .  F i n a l l y ,  on December  2, 1 86'1 , the  l 1 .  S .  Rate was reduced to 5 1/' ( 3<t 
U . S .  p lu s  2<t  s h i p  fee ) ,  w h ich was act u a l l y  t h e  correc t ra te ,  da t ing  back Lo J u l y I ,  
1 863, w hen 3 <t  carr ied a s i ng le ra te  l e t l<T anyw here i n  the  l 1 n i ted S t a tes .  I n  ad
d i t ion LO a l l  t h e  l l .  S. and s h i p  rates ment ioned prev ious l y .  t hcrf' was a 5 ct  Ha

wai ian i n land  charge. The 2ct sh ip fee was c harged per  l e t ter . not  per  rate o f  
postage. Th i s  fact accoun t s  for some in teres t i n g  m u l t i p l e  ra tes ,  such  as 22<1' and 

32<t .  

[November 3,  1 962] 
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Via the overland mail from St. L ouis. 
June 7 1860 to Marysville. Cali
forma. Since the distance this letter 
tra veled was less than 3000 miles. 
the 3C pos tage was adequate. 

An unusual use of a pair of the Sc 
stamps of 1859 on a Pony Express 
co ver from Ne w York to San Fran
cisco The co ver bears a St. Joseph 
Mo postmark of 18Aug. 1860 match
ing the C 0 C. & PP Express "Pony . .  
hands tamp. 

The 'San Francisco News L etter. · ·  
with printed content co vering the 
period 5th to 20th June. 1857 A d
dressed to the surgeon of the U SS 
Frigate · 1ndependence .. at Panama. 
The s tamp is the type /. # 13. 

· '  < '£..... 
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From San Francisco to New York. via 
Panama. April S 1860 The co ver was 
received on April 27 These corner 
cards were really intended as a 
direction the Post Office routings were 
to follow 

��&4�1!1· 
,_-dJ� 
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A t  right-Bouton "Rough and Ready "  local carrier 
stamp of 1848 paying a 2C fee to take the letter to the 
post office. The 1 Oc 1847 stamp prepaid the postage 
to Ithaca. New York from New York City All markings 
are in red 

CA RRIERS ON. 1847 C O VERS 

p,� . .  n 
W 1 1. '  i . .  J, 

At left - 2C Swarts ' City Dispatch Post (black on light 
green) "Rough and Ready "  carrier stamp used on a 5C 
1847 co ver from Ne w York to New L ondon. Connecticut 
in 1849. The 'Swarts Chatham Square " o val has a 
matching advertising backstamp. All the markings on 
this co ver are in red. 

Above- The co vers with local carrier stamps discussed on the opposite page are cataloged as "locals . . .  Their uses are exactly the same as the 
carrier stamps on the covers sho wn belo w and also mentioned on the opposite page. except that those belo w are listed in catalogs as 
"Semi-Official Carriers . . .  since these were issued by carriers operating under post office supervision 

�--.-

·� . 

A t  right-A New York "Semi-Official" 
black on yello w carrier stamp of 1849 
used on a 5C 1847 co ver to Springfield 
Massachusetts . The I C  paid carriage 
to the post office. 

' 
I 

•• - -- -

A t  left-A Philadelphia I C  Semi-Offi
cial carrier stamp in black on rose 
used with a 5C 1847stamp on a co ver 
to Warren County Ne w York in 
A ugust 1848. The Philadelphia mark
ing tying both stamps is in blue. 



LOCA LS USED WITH 1847 STAMPS 

The U . S.  1 847 Issue Used With Locals 

Scot t ' s  U . S .  specia l i zed ca talog l i s ts  approximately forty - two locals  or pr iva te  
posts .  us i ng adhes ives ,  wh ich opera ted a l  some t i me dur i ng the per iod from J u ly 
l ,  1 84 7 ,  to J u l y  I ,  1 85 1 .  Some four teen of these operated i n  New York C i ty and 
environs ,  mainly  Brook lyn  and S ta ten I s land ;  n i ne operated i n  Phi lade lph ia ;  
four  in Boston ; others in  Cincinna t i .  N ew Or leans ,  B u ffa lo ,  M i l ford , M assa
chuse t t s ,  Prov i dence,  R hode I s l and ,  and W i l m i ngton , De laware.  

Adhes i ves of t hese local carri ers are known u sed w i th t he 5-ccnt 1 84 7 .  Se\'en 
were New York Ci ty carr i ers ,  the  o ther t hree be i n g  P h i l ade lph ia  carr iers .  Does n ' t  
i t  seem s t range tha t  there i s  n o  u s e  wi th  t he 5 -cen t  1 84 7  repor ted from any  of  the 
other c i t i es u s i n g  l ocal  carriers? 

For y<:>ars on ly  two l oca l s ,  bot h  of  New York compan i es . Bouton ' s  C i t y  D i s 
patch Post  and Boyd ' s  C i t y  Express ,  were known used w i th t he I O-cen t 1 84 7  
s tamp.  

J u s t  recen t l y ,  however ,  a fi nd of I O-cen t 1 84 7  covers brough t  Lo l igh t t h ree 1 0-
cen t  covers bear i n g  D. 0 .  B lood & Com pa ny loca l s ,  S co t t ' s  1 5L I  7 .  

The l oca l s  w i t h  t h e  5 -cen t 1 84 7  covers arc a s  fol lows :  Bou ton ' s  C i ty D ispa tch 
Pos t ,  Boyd ' s Ci ty Express , B roadway Post  O ff ice ,  M essenkope' s U n ion Sq uare 
Pos t Offic<:>, G .  A .  M i l l s  Despatch Pos t ,  Schwartz  C i t y  Despatch Pos t ,  and l l .  S. 
M a i l  GovernmenL  carr i er ,  a l l  from New York; D. 0 .  B lood & Co . .  Eagle C i t y  
Pos t ,  and P h i lade lphia  Carr ier ,  a l l  from P h i lade l p h i a .  

Perhaps C. C. H art , w ho h a s  recorded many  of  t hese covers .  h a s  add i t ions t o  
make t o  these l i s t i n gs .  

[October 1 3 ,  1 962) 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
C .  C. H ar t  wr i tes that  the  co l u m n  of Octo ber 1 3 , 1 962,  con fused h i m .  w hich 

was not our  i n ten t i on .  \\'e g lad ly  accept h i s  sugges t i on t ha t  the  re ference to t he 
use of loca l s  w i th the  :) -cen t 1 84 7 as to " Schwar tz ( s i c ) C i ty Despatch Post  and l l .  
S .  Mai l  Governmen t  carr ier" i n  the  f i f th  paragra ph of  t h a t  col u m n  shou l d  haw 
read "Swart s '  C i ty Despa tch Pos t  and Swar t z  for l l .  S .  M a i l . "  We suggested tha t  
perhaps Mr .  H a rt cou l d  add to  the  l i s t i ngs o f  pr iva te  l oca l s  u sed wi th  s tamps  of  
the 1 84 7 i ssue .  He w r i tes tha t  he has no add i t ions  to  off  er a t  t h  i s  t i m e  to  the I i s t  we  
presen Led. 

H owever, he has been assem bl i ng no tes on such u ses for an ar t i c l e  on the 
subj ect ,  and wou ld be g l ad to  hear from anyone who has  furt ht'r i n forma t ion  on 
th i s  s u bj ect . 

[November 24, 1 962] 

"Conour's" and " Bents" 

The Charles ton typeset 2-cen t carrier s tamp w i th the curious errors "Con
our ' s "  for " Honour ' s "  and "Bents" for "Cents" has been l is ted i n  the Scot t  
catalog as No.  4LB8c s ince 1 927 .  I t  was discovered i n  a correspondence which 
Eugene Klein obta ined i n  1 925 .  Comment ing on i t  i n  Stamps of May 1 1 , 1 957 ,  
George B .  S loane sa id :  

" I ,  and others who are  fami l i ar wi th these Honour ' s  s tamps, have never seen 
thi s  one, or even a picture of i t ,  and can f ind no trace of it. I ts existence as a 
genu i ne variety is ques tioned and un less some real evidence of i t  is shown,  the 
Scot t  edi tors w i l l  be advised to delete it from the catalog. " 

Scot t ' s  Type C l 3  i s  known used from M ay 6, 1 85 1  to M arch, 1 854. There were 
severa l  successive set t ings or reset t ings of the type and/or pearl s  on the s tamps 
w i th 22 pear ls  i n  the border. The open s ide of  each pear l  does not a lways poin t  
outward a s  i n  the catalog i l lustration. Covers from th i s  " Courtney" correspon
dence to Augusta are well known. One of them dated J une 3 ,  1 85 1 bears a 5¢ 1 847 
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Mr Hart wrote about "Semi-Official "  
Carrier stamps on  1847 co vers in 
"Chronicle " No. 104 (November. 1979) 

Example of "Gens " error 

This co ver. postmarked June 4. re
surfaced in the sale of the Hessel 
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collection in 1975. In the same sale 
was a 3C 1851 orange bro wn co ver 
dated Sep. 6. 1851 with the carrier 
stamp sho wing the "cens " error 

To da te. the May 26 dated co ver has 
not resurfaced. 

The Washington One Cent Despatch 
local used m combina fion with the 
IOC Type Ill stamp of 1855. The local 
paid the carrier service to the Wash
ington post office and the 10C stamp 
paid the postage from Washington to 
L os A ngeles. May 3. 1856. 

THE STA MP ERA 

and a l so the "Ccns" ( for "Crn t s " )  error of  Type C l 3 , w hich error w as corrected 
i n  a l a t er set t i ng.  

Anor d i nglv  the da t e. May 26,  1 8!"> 1 -of  t he " Cour t ney" cover w h ich was  re
ported to bear the " C :onour ' s "  and " B e n t s "  error ind i ca tes that  i t  and the "Cens"  
erro r was pro bably from the  same ear l y  s e t t i n g .  Several s tamps w i th the " Cens"  
error arc  known.  T h e y  may o r  m a y  no t  represe n t  a par t i a l  correct ion  o f  the  
clou h ie  error.  

N o  o t her example o f  the "dou b le  erro r "  has been found  s ince 1 925 .  Was 
S l oa n e  j u s t i fi ed i n  doubt ing  i t ,  or \\'as K le i n ' s  repor t acc ur a t e  and i s  i t  s t i l l  i n  
ex i s t ence; Per haps o u r  readers c a n  t h row so me l i gh t  0 11  t h i s .  

[December 1 5 , 1 962] 

Exotic Carrier Covers 

Don a l d  B .  Johns ton ' s  sp len d i d  art ic l e i n  t he J u ne i s sue  of The A m f'rican 

P h i la t e /1 .1 /  causes us to m use a b i t  and  wonder w h a t  rea l l y  exo t i c  carr ier  covers 

ex i s t  w h ere the fee is pa id by a l <t  1 85 7  or 1 86 1  s t amp dur ing  the period J u l y  I ,  
1 860 to J u l y  I , 1 863 . 

There was cons iderab le  fore i gn m a i l  ori g ina t ing  i n  c i t ies  hav ing  carr i er 
ser v i ce .  Hm1· many fore ign covers have you seen w i t h  a l <t s t amp pay i n g  the 
carr i er Jee? We have recorded j u s t  two cm·ers w i t h  a I <t carr ier  used w i th t he 24¢, 

o n e  CO\'( ' ! '  each from Bos ton a n d  N ew Y or k  t o  Lon don a n d  a pi ece \\' h i ch  \\Til l  
from N e w  York t o  Porto .  

T h ere must  be some used w i t h  a :J c  and I Oc s t amp to  France or a 30'1' s t am p  to 
Pruss i a .  

-
or on a doub le  ra te  t i i France .  May be e\ ·en on a CO\TI' t o  some exot i c  

d i s t ant l a n d  such as  Cape o f  Good Hope. I nd i a ,  Aus tra l i a .  Hong Kong. or 

S han gha i ,  n o t  t o  m m t i on Canada ( Do n  J o h n s ton i l l u s tra tes  t h i s  u se ) ,  Cu ba, or 
Sou t h  Amer i ca .  

Ano t her exot i c  use :  O n  kt ters  to Cal i fornia ,  ewn a le t tn de l i vned by \\'el l s  
Fargo o r  ot her Cal i fo rn i a  o r  W e s t ern Expres s .  \\' c  have a cm·n wher e  the  carr ier 
" g i l d s  the l i h  . .  a s  i t  i s  u sed f rn n 1  B o s t o n  11· i t h  ; 1  p; t i r  o f  :i c m;1 1 1 ge - b rn 11T1 s t o  pa 1 

t h e  I OC ra t e  t o  S a n  Franci sco. 
Probably  more common arc carr i er uses w i t h  doubl e-ra te  covers , b u t  what  

a bou t  u ses w i t h  t r i ple ra te .  q uadru p le  ra t e  and larger m u l t i p lc ra tes?  These 



UNUS UA L  CA RRIER CO VERS 

wou l d  be unusua l  because of the  d i ff icu l ty of determin i ng t he exact \\'e igh t of t he 
le t ter w i t hou t  u s ing  the  serv i ce of t he pos t  o ff i ce .  

I n  genera l .  carr ier  uses from N e \\'  York .  Bos to n .  a n d  P h i lade lph i ; 1 a r c  eas i l y  
found ,  bu t w hen w a s  t h t' l a s t  t i me v o u  sa\\· ust 's  from B a l t i more, Wash i ngton .  
and B rook lyn?  T hese la s t  t h ree can be  found .  bu t not  w i t hou t cons iderabk 
effor t .  

l J  ses w i t h  govern ment  s tamped envelopes wou l d  seem t o  bt' eas i  h fou nd .  w i t h  
t h e  1 ¢  o r  3¢  va l ues ,  bu t have vou seen a J c  carr i er on  a 6 <r .  l O<r ,  or h igher va lue  
envelope? 

\\'ha t  abou t  a u se on the 3<r  govt'rn men t s tam ped l e t ter sheet?  These f i r s t  
became ava i l a b le dur ing  Augus t  1 86 1  and con t i n ut 'd in  use un t i l 1 86·1 . bu t wert' 
not too popu lar .  

[August 1 0, 1 963] 

Some Unusual Carrier Covers 

Carrier  fees were somet imes pa id on covers bv com bi na t ions  of s tamps no t  
inc lud ing the  I <t va l ue .  Ezra  Cole has  two covers to Par is .  The 1 6¢ pos tagt' 0 1 1  

each paid by  two 3 (1"  and one 1 0(1" s tamps , one by s tamps of  1 857  i s sue .  t he  o t h er bv  
1 86 1  s tamps .  He  has  another  cover on  w h ich two 3 (1" s t amps and 01w 5c;:  pay t he 
1 1  <t carr ier ra te  to Canada. 

We have yet to  sec a 1 <t carr ier fee on a prepa id  m u l t ip l e  rate cover to a fore ign 
land .  I t  i s  poss i bl e , however , to f ind  a I ¢  s tamp prepay i ng the carr ier fee on an 

unpa id  foreign l e t ter .  The Baker col lect ion  has examples of both  s i n gle  and 
dou ble  ra t <:>  unpa id  l e t ters from New York to L i verpoo l .  England .  w i th carr i er 
prepaid by a 1 ¢ 1 86 1  s tamp.  

M u l t ip le  ra te domes t i c  covers show i ng the  1 ¢  carr ier  fee are not easv  to f ind .  
The larges t domes t i c  m u l t i p le  ra te  we h ave seen i s  a quadru ple or 1 2c p lu s  J c;:  
ra te  cover from P h i l adel ph i a  to Harr i s burg, Pennsy lYan ia  on March 1 3 , 1 860 
(Cole  Col l ec t ion ) .  W ho has seen or owns a larger m u l t ip l e  rate show ing  carr ier 

u se? 
H ave you seen a regu lar l e t ter forwarded u s i n g  carrier sen· ice? The Co le  co l 

l ec t ion con ta in s  t wo exam ples .  one re t urned to t h e  pos t o ff ice b y  t he pr i vate 
carr i er Boyd ' s  C i t y  Express ,  the o ther by gover n m e n t  carrier pa id by a l <r  1 86 1  
s tamp.  Bo th  were enclosed i n  I O<r gm-ern ment enve lopes bear ing We l l s  Fargo 
franks  and hands tamps ind ica t ing  carr iage pr iva te l y  to N ew Y or k  outs ide  of t he 
ma i l .  I t  i s  poss i bl e  t h a t  t hey w ere del i vered by Wel l s  Fargo i n  N ew York ,  t hus  no t  
en ter ing  the  regu la r  ma i l s  u n t i l  they were forwarded . 

Post masters were en t i t l ed to t he fran k i n g  pri v i l ege. I f  they des i red carr ier  
servi ce .  a l <t  s tamp was req u i red in addi t ion to the  frank .  W i l l i am D .  Kel ley 
franked a patr iot i c  envelope and u sed the  carr i er service in P h i l adel p h i a  Jan uary 

1 5 , 1 862.  
The 3<t  governmen t  l e t t er s heet i ssued i n  1 86 1  was  not as popu lar as expected . 

Not  too many of t hese arc ava i lab le  used,  bu t bear ing t he I <t s tamp to pay t he 
carrier fee these are q u i te rare. There i s  an example  dated New York ,  May  1 2 , 
1 863 , i n  t he Baker Col lec t ion .  

We shou ld no t  forge t  tha t the  Pos t  O ffice Departmen t an t ic ipated t he need for 
a I <t and 3<r  compound envelope described i n  the P M G  Report for 1 860 as bei ng 
"requ i red i n  ci t ies  w h ere t here are lamp-pos t  l e t ter -boxes or o ther depos i tories 
for l e t t ers to be sen t out of the city by mai l .  This enve lope w i l l  a l so be used by 
those who w hen address ing t he i r  c i t y  corresponde n t s ,  des i re  to  rel i eve them from 
paymen t of the carrier ' s  fee for del iver ing  their l e t ters at the i r  dom ic i le . "  These 
compounds u sed are as hard to f ind as uses of the I <t s tamp w i t h  3c goffrn ment 

envelopes. 

[February l ,  1 9641 
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Which is to say the ra te was 15C per 
1, ounce to France. plus 1 c per letter. 
carrier fee. 

William Darrah Kelley was a member 
of Congress from Pennsylvania from 
1861 to 1890 
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Interestingly. the franking privilege 
for all Ex-Presidents and President 's 
wido ws then living was abolished by 
the same act of Congress that did 
a way with carrier service. 

A ctually. this refers to Ex-President 
John Tyler. See opposite page 

Mrs. Kennedy relinquished her frank
ing privilege voluntarily at the time 
she remarried 

In more recent years. the privilege 
was granted to Mamie Eisenho wer. 
Bess Truman and Ladybird Johnson 

Franked by Ex-President Martin Van 
Buren. probably as a "courtesy " for a 
friend or political crony (Van Buren 
died at age 80 soon after). this co ver 
bears a 1C 1861 stamp paying the 
carrier fee to take the letter to the 
New York post office. 

The frank of Van Buren applied 
only to the carriage of mail between 
post offices and didn 't co ver carrier 
fees. 

THE STA MP ERA 

Carrier Covers With Franks of Presidents 

Referring  lo lhe 1 860 lo 1 863 carrier period, have you seen a carrier paid by a 1 ¢ 
slamp used wi lh  lhe frank  of a Pres iden l? The Tudor Gross col lecl ion con lained 
lwo examples ;  lhe firsl bears a red c ircu lar  New York carrier cance l  on a s ingle 1 ¢ 
1 86 1  on a leuer franked " Free M .  Van Buren " ;  on reverse , " Held for Pos lage" 
wi lh  a N ew York May 7 pos lmark.  Laler, lwo add i t ional  1 ¢  1 86 1  ' s  were appl ied 
and a l l  l hree 1 ¢  s lamps were cancel led by a " New York May 8" pos lmark.  Ezra 
Cole has a cover from the same correspondence dated May 9lh ,  w h ich was not 
held for pos tage, whi l e  the second Tudor Gross cover, also of the Joseph B urnell 
& Co. correspondence, bears lhe " New York ,  Free May 20" ( 1 862) .  Pres iden l Van 
Buren passed away J u l y  24,  1 862. 

Some questions:  How did lhe pos t  o ffice learn of  i ls error? H aving learned i l, 
why did lhey charge lhe addi l ional pos tage on the May 8 th  leuer? 

Pres iden l Tay lor died January 1 8, 1 862, w h i le F i l l more, P ierce, B u chanan,  
and Li ncoln a l l  l ived beyond lhe 1 860 lo 1 863 carrier period. Has anyone seen 
olher carrier uses by Pres iden l Van Buren or any of  the o ther P residen ls 
men tioned? 

Anna H arrison and Sarah Polk were the only widows of Presiden ts w ho had 
the frank ing priv i lege during the 1 860 lo 1 863 period. Anna H arrison was an 
inva l id  at the t ime her husband was P res iden t ,  and remained i n  North Bend, 
Ohio, never going to Washington .  A l l  of  lhe known franks of J .  K .  Po lk  (Sarah ) 
are pos l marked Nash v i l le Tennessee. I t  seems probable lhal no covers fra nked by 
a widow of  a Pres ident  show a carrier use. 

The early  s latu tes authorized Pres iden t ' s  w idows lo receive mail free of 
poslage, i n  addi lion to  st>nding mai l  free of pos lage cos l .  Oddly ,  th is  pr iv i lege of 
receiving mai l  postage free was nol  changed u n t i l  1 902, ahhough pos lage 
slamps were required to prepay domest ic  pos tage from J anuary I ,  1 856 !  The 
franking priv i lege to Pres ident ' s  w idows w as not  automalic, but  was gran ted by 
speci f ic Congressional legi s lat ion from a few days to four or five mon ths  afler 
the death  of t he Presidenl .  The most  recen l, of  course, was lhe gran t ing of lhe 
frank ing privi l ege lo Mrs. Jacquel ine Kennedy. 

/)vJf/� 
b1!A. 4- // "- C-- L_ __.� / 



FRA NKS OF EX-PRESIDENTS, WITH CA RRIER RA TE PAIIJ B Y  STHIPS 

For t hose i n terested i n  learni n g  more abo u t  P re s i dcn 1 ia l  franks  t he  s tandard 
1ex t in Edward S tern 's  Hl.1 tory of t h r  " Frer Fra n k ing" of  M a i l  in t h r  l 1 n itrd 

Stain . pu b l i s hed i n  1 936  bv H. L L i nd q u i s t .  T\\·o supp le 111 (' n t s  were puh l i sh('d 
la ter in t he  January 1 943  and .J anuarv 1 9ii C o l lrctm.1 C/11 /J Ph i la trh1 t . 

[March 1 4 , 1 964] 

An Idea About the Carrier Cover With Van Buren Frank 

Our co l u m n  of  M a rch 1 4 th  1 964,  descr i bed a cover frank('d " Free \I.  \'an 
Buren , "  and on the reverse " Held for Pos tage , "  a n d  " � c w York ;\!av 7" pos t 
mark .  Two add i t iona l  l et  1 86 1  s tamps were added and a l l  th r('(' \HTe cance l led 
" N ew Yor k  May 8 th . "  

On(' o f  our  readers ,  a s tudcn 1 o f  carr i er covers for many  y('ars , com men ts :  " \'an 
B uren  \\·as an o ld  man a t  tha t  date-we l l  a long in h i s  80 th  y('ar. I bel ieve he was 
J i ,· i ng  at h i s  home in K i nderhook wh i ch  i s  abou t ten m i l es sou t h  of  A l bany and 
some l. �5 m i les north o f  � e,1· York C i tv .  

"Apparen t l y  th i s  was a ma i l  le t ter w i t h  the  frank  i n  l i eu  of  3<1'  pos 1 a ge and a I Ci 
1 86 1 for carri er co l lect ion to the N ew York Pos t  O ffi ce .  as t h(' frank  did not  

inc l ude carri er fee . 
" U n u sed franked enve lopes somet imes were given away to fr iends ,  or were 

stol ('n .  When used by the person to whom the fran k  be longed. t he l e t ters \\'tTe 
usua l l y  deposi ted i n  t h e  pus l off ice w here the owner l i ved ,  th(' r igh t  to u se them 
bei n g  we l l known there .  Hence, a l though they were v a l i d  for  u se anyw here (or  so 
I u n ders tand ) ,  the i r  use  so far  from home might  we l l  ra i se a q ues t ion as to the i r  
va l i d i ty in  N ew York .  Or  perhaps as to the i r  au then t i c i t y .  

" From the  Carrier Depar tmen t the  l e t ter  was  tu rned OV('r to  I he ma i l s  to go  ou t  
of  tow n ,  and  someone aff ixed two  more J ct  s t amps  apparen t ly w i th  i n ten t  1 0  

ignore bot h  frank and the  co l lee 1 i on fee. 
" I f  the fran k was genu i ne and proper ly  used, the " He l d  for Pos tage" mark i ng 

was an error . S i m i l a rl y ,  a second error was made by adding 1wo cen t s  pos tage 

w h i ch i gnored the frank .  
" I f  the  l e t ter d id  no t  reach the  post off ice u n t i l  May  7 th .  i t  may be  doubted i f  

thcre w a s  t i me enough t o  i nq u i re of Van  B u ren abou t t h e  fran k a n d  to  rece in· a 
rep ly ,  w hether he  sen t two I C  s tamps,  or not ,  and have I ll(' l e t ter  pos t marked 
aga in  the  next day . 

" I  am i n cl ined to t h i n k  t ha t  someone i n  au thori tv i n  t he N ('w York Pos t  O ff ice 
" fi ned" the  c lerk  w h o  made the  orig ina l  error by mak i n g  h im pay 2<1' for t he ex t ra 
J G'  s tamps and aff i x  them so the  l e t ter woul d  be de l i vcr<'d pro m p t l y  w i th no 
fur ther del ay or d i ff i cu l ly abou t Van B uren ' s  frank .  

"Th i s  cover seems to  be  a case of one  error crea t i n g  another.  
" Pres i dent  Taylor  died in 1 850. I t  was Ty ler who d ied in J anuan 1 862.  At tha t  

date ,  I bel i eve Tyler ' s  w i fe was a much younger person than  Tvlcr ,  and  o u t J i ,·ed 
h i m  for many year s .  I s uppose she was gran ted the  frank ing  pr iv i lege . " 

[August 1 ,  1 964] 

Our U. S. Postmaster Provisionals 

The Postmaster ' s  P rovis iona l s  are probably Lhe  l eas t  known of  any of  the 
slamps i ssued to prepay pos tage on l e t ters in the U n i t ed S tates .  Those who scan 
auct ion catalogs occasiona l l y  see a N ew York or P ro v idence offered, hut t he 
others rare ly  appear. 

The f i rs t  adhesive  pos tage slamp in the wor ld  was the Pen n y  B lack of Grea t 
Bri ta in ,  i s sued i n  May  1 840,  a long w i t h  i t s  com pan ion ,  the  2p b lue .  On  February 
1 5 , 1 842,  A lexander M. Gr ieg, propr ietor o f  the C i t y  Despatch Post  of  N ew York ,  
i s sued a 3 -cen t s t amp to prepay the fees on  l e t ters carr ied by h i s  pos t .  T h  i s  was  the  
first adhesive s tamp i ssued outs ide the  Br i t i sh  I s l e s .  Gr ieg's Post  proved so 
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A ctually as Tyler died while a member 
of the Confederate Congress. Julia 
Tyler was not granted the franking 
privilege at that time. nor was she 
granted it later. apparently 
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popul ar that  the Government appoi n ted h i m  a le t ter carrier for the N ew York 
Post O ffice, thus absorbing h i s  busi ness eigh t months a fter it began .  

Other ci ty carrier serv ices sprang u p ,  a s  wel l a s  i ndependent m a i l  carriers 
carry ing let ters between various ci t ies .  These conveyed let ters more frequently ,  
more rapidly ,  and more cheaply than the U .  S .  Postal  service. Their  compet i 
t ion ,  plus  the not incons iderable agi tat ion for better and cheaper pos ta l  service, 
forced Congress to pass the Postal Act of 1 845 .  Thi s  Act great ly  reduced the 
pos tage rates, and a l tered the basis of rating from the number of sheets in a let ter 
to a rate per ha l f  ounce ,  irrespective of the number of pages .  A l l  the Postmas ter ' s  
Provis ionals  were issued subsequent  to the 1 845 Act ,  w h ich became effect ive Ju ly  
1 of tha t  year. 

The s tandard work on the s tamps is The Po� tage S tamp.1 of the U. S . , by the 
late John N. Luff, w hich was pu bl i shed by the Scott  S tamp & Coin Co. , in 1 902 . 
The Postmaster ' s  Provi s ional port ion was rev i sed by the late H ugh M .  Clark,  
and publ i shed as a separate work i n  1 93 7 .  I n  the table of con tents ,  Mr .  C lark l i s ts 
twenty three pos t offices a t  which the Postmas ter i ssued ,  or a l legedl y  issued,  a 
provi s ional  s tamp or s tamps .  Of  these,  only twelve are l i s ted in  the U. S .  S tamp 
Cata log Specia lized, publ i shed by Scott Pub l icat ions ,  N ew York, N .  Y .  

Those l i s ted were issued from t h e  post  offices of A lexandria, Va . ;  A nnapol i s ,  
Md. ; Ba l t imore, Md . ;  Boscawen,  N .  H . ;  Brat t leboro, V t . ; Lockport ,  N .  Y . ;  
M i l l bury ,  Mass . ;  New H aven , Ct . ; N ew York, N .  Y . ;  Providence, R .  I . ;  S t .  Louis 
Mo. ; and Tuscumbia,  Ala.  Each of these was is sued i n  the two years J u l y  1 ,  1 845 ,  
to .Ju l y  1 ,  1 847 ,  the date of i ssue of the first Government pos tage stamps .  There i s  
one  except ion :  the  Tuscumbia ,  A labama, envelope w hich was  u sed i n  1 858.  

These s tamps and handstampcd covers are importan t  because they represent 
the efforts of certain pos tmasters to render serv ices not  genera l l y  ava i l able to the 
publ ic ,  such as prepayment of postage and col lection of mail when the pos t  
office was not open for bus iness .  We wi l l  say  more abou t these s tamps i n  fu ture 
columns .  

[April 1 3 ,  1 963) 

The U nlisted Postmaster Provisionals 

The la ter edi t ion of John L u ff ' s  wri t i ngs on the Postmaster Prov i s ionals  in
cluded Provis ional s from Adamsv i l le ,  R . I . ;  Cumberland,  Md. ; Germantown,  
Pa. ; Lewisburg, \\I . Va . ; Madison F la . ; P h i lade lph ia,  Pa . ; P i t tsfie ld ,  Mass . ;  
Portsmou th ,  Ohio ;  Washington , D .C . ; Wethersf ie ld ,  Con n . ;  and W orces ter, 
Mass . 

Of  these, examples of Adamsv i l le ,  Lewisburg, Madison , German tow n ,  Ports
mou th ,  and Wethers field are i l l u s trated in the p la tes accompanying the book .  O f  
these, one,  and at  t h e  most  on ly t w o  examples are known .  

The Madison Fla . , label and  i ts i n tended u se  was  described in  a le t ter to  Mr J .  
\\' . Scot t  by  Mr. S .  J .  Perry , the  pos tmaster. These labels  were used prior to  the  
formation of the  Confederacy . The pos tmaster, ant icipat ing the format ion of the  
Confederacy, ran out of l 1 .  S .  s tamps and did not want  to order a new supply :  
"Therefore, the stamps were issued by me for the purpose of  making change and 
sold in quant i ties to sui t  the busi ness part  of the communi ty ,  so that  any letter 
found in the letter box w i th  my s tamp on it had evidence of being paid for and 
was accordingly stamped ' paid i n  M oney . '  

"The stamps were never credi ted beyond the reach o f  the post  o ffice a t  
Madison . . .  I ,  however , somet imes neglected t o  pu l l  off t h e  stamp before ma i l ing 
them . "  

A l though not  offic ia l ly  recogn ized, one o f  these Madison covers h as been in 
three famous col lections :  The Fcrrary ,  the H ind, and the Caspary, w h ich  cer
tainly cons t i tu tes some sort of recogn i t ion.  
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One other ,  the Portsmouth ,  Ohio  provis ionai has been approved by the 
Mink  us  edi torial board and is  inc luded i n  the A merican Postage Stamp Cata log. 
IL has a lso been cert i fied by the P h i la te l ic  Foundation.  George Linn has 
col lected m uch information abou t th i s  i tem,  which i s  in  h i s  col lect ion.  

I t  i s  i n teres ting and a lmost i nconceivable that  no examples ex i s t  o f  s tamps 
from Ph i ladelphia and envelopes from Wash ington , D .  C .  In format ion abou t 
Phi ladelph ia  arrangements appeared i n  The A merican journal  of P h i lately for 
Novem ber 20, 1 87 1 .  I t  reads in par t :  

" I t  can h ardly be  cal led a stamp proper a s  Dr .  Lehman ( postmaster) had 
s imply an arrangement by which parties, who m ight be compel led to ma i l  le t ters 
after the close of the office, cou ld  have the necessary s tamps p laced on them by 
the clerks and charged to their accounts . " 

Letters were enclosed i n  in i t ia led bands or hand sma l l  pri n ted s l i ps pas ted on 
one corner of the letter .  Yet none seem to exist .  Some have specu la ted whether 
the Germantown, Pa .  cover might  not i n  rea l i ty be a P h i l adelphia  labe l .  Does 
any la ter i n formation ex ist?  

An ar t ic le  which appeared J u ly 23 & 25 ,  1 845 ,  in  da i l y  papers in Washington ,  
D . C . ,  offered I -envelope for 6�  cents or  18  for $ 1 . 00 The  envelopes " do away w i th 
the neces s i ty of persona l  appl icat ion at the del ivery window where one w i shes to 
pay pos tage on sendi ng off a letter .  This plan . . .  w i l l  save our fe l low ci t izens 
many a long h i therto indispensable t ru dge, in  this  metropol i s  of  magn i ficen t 
distances . ' '  

I s  any addi tional in formation avai la ble? 

[May 18 ,  1 963) 

The New Yorks 

The New York Postmaster Prov is ional  is the bes t known and most  wr i t ten 
about ,  but not w i thout reason . More were used than any other prov i s ional .  They 
were used from other ci t ies :  Boston ,  Ba l t imore ,  Washington , D. C . ,  Ph i lade l 
phia ,  and others, as wel l as on let ters to foreign lands .  I .arge blocks are  known on 
cover. These s tamps ex i s t  unsigned and a l so s igned w i th three di fferen t se t s  of  
in i t ia l s .  I n  addi tion , we know that Robert Morr is  tr ied envelopes, some $2. 00 
worth,  abou t 40 to 50, yet none have been seen or are known to ex i s t  now. 

H iram Deats ,  w i th J ohn Luff 's  ass i s tance, worked a number of years a t tempt
ing to pla te  th is  s tamp,  as did 0 .  S .  H art ,  working alone.  I am look ing at a 1 9 1 1 
publ icat io n ,  Some Notes on the New York Pos tmas ter '.1 Proz 1 1 s w n a l  F ivP Cen ts, 
B lack 1 845 ,  by 0. S. Hart ,  who sa id ,  "The complete sheet consis t s  of  fi fty 
s tamps-5 horizontal by 1 0  vert ica l . "  Of these su pposed 50 pos i t ions ,  Nos. 20, 
23 ,  24 , 25 ,  3 1 ,  32 ,  39, 40 4 1 ,  46,  50 or e leven pos i t ions were unidenti fied. L i t t le  d id  
he real ize that  th i s  was rea l ly a 40-pos i t i  on p la te 5 x 8 .  

Ten years la ter A .  Hat fie ld ,  Jr . ,  found  the m i s take by overlapping vert ical  and 
horizontal  pairs .  Then he described each of the 40 posi t ions in  h i s  book ,  The 
New York Postmaster's S tamp. Seven sh i fted transfers and two recu t pos i t ions 
are described.  

The records of Rawdon, Wright  and Hatch show 3 , 556 impres s ions made or 
1 42,240 s tamps prin ted, more than the number of  dol lar values of ear ly bureau 
issues ,  or a l l  values of the Zeppe l in  i s sue ,  but s tamp col lectors were fewer then. 

Robert H u n ter Morri s was appoin ted Pos tmas ter at New York, May 2 1 ,  1 845 ,  
by  Pres iden t Po lk .  A t  that  t ime, the  New York pos t office had  ju s t  moved from 
the rotunda in the northeast corner of the C i ty Ha l l  Park to the former D u tch 
Reform C hurch bui l ding  at L iberty and Cedar S treets .  Mr. Morr i s  quickly  
carried out  h i s  plan to i ssue an adhes ive postage s tamp, as the f i r s t  s tamps were 
avai l able for sale Ju ly  1 4 , l ess  than two mon ths after he became postmaster. The 
s tamps were i ssued both at the general post office and the branch in the Mer-
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Unlisted SC Portsmouth. Ohio Post
master 's Pro visional. It is printed in 
black on grayish paper 

The Ne w York Postmaster's Pro
visional stamp 
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chants E xchange B ldg. on Wal l  S treet ,  the same bu i l ding in  wh ich Rawdon, 
Wright and H a tch had their plant and prin ted them. 

I t  i s  sai d  that  Rohen M orris in i t ia led a few sheets  " R H M "  Lo demons trate how 
he wished all  s heets Lo be in i t ia led by h i s  ass i s tants .  A pair of s tamps are known 
with the in i t ia l s  " M .  M. Jr . " ,  for Marcena Monson , J r . ,  who was ass i s tant  Pos t 
mas ter from 1 846. Mos t are  s igned "AC M "  for A lonzo Cas t le  Monson, Robert 
Morri s '  brother- in - law .  

[July 6 ,  1 963] 

M ore About New Yorks 

The New York was the first Postmaster ' s  Provis ional  i ssued. The ear l ies t  
known covers are dated J u ly 15 ,  1 845 ,  one of w h ich was a " Prices Curren t" 
addressed to Trieste. The New York i s  the only  Postmas ter Provisional known Lo 
have been u sed Lo foreign l ands. U ses are known to E ngland, France, and I ta ly .  
A l l  bore on ly  a s ingle 5¢  New York to pay t he rate Lo the port .  

Many covers are known w i th pairs ,  s i nce 5¢  only carried a le t ter 300 mi les from 
New York and 1 0¢ was required over 300 m i les .  S trips of  three and four on cover 
are know n ,  but are not common. 

The latest f ind of New Yorks, in 1 952 ,  uncovered four covers all addressed to 
Louis Has brouck, Esq.  Ogdensburgh, New York. Louis Hasbrouck I I  was in  the 
insurance and real estate business during 1 845 and 1 846.  Three covers bore pairs 
to pay the 1 0¢ rate over 300 mi les .  The fourth ,  wh ich sold for $3 , 750. 00, bore a 
block of n ine  and str ip of three Lo pay the 6¢ (2\li to 3 oz. ) rate. These covers were 
among o ld  le t ters and papers purchased by W i l l ard R .  Whi te from a member of  
the  Hasbrouck fami ly .  

Cave Johnson,  Postmaster General of t he U n i ted S t a les u nder Pres ide n t  Po lk ,  
authorized the sa le  of N ew York stamps in  1 846, Lo the pos tmas ters of  A lbany,  
Boston , Washington , P h i l adelphia ,  as wel l  as o ther c i t ies .  These s tamps were to 
be used on le t ters directed to the city of New York. S uch let ters pos ted in o ther 
cit ies were treated as unpaid by the respect ive pos tmasters , but upon arri val  in 
New York w ere considered paid and were so s tamped. 

The New York Express under date J u ly 2, 1 845 ,  wro te that the Pos tmas ter 
General gave Robert Morri s  perm iss ion to sell  envelopes which " are to be 
marked w i t h  the amount  of pos tage thereon . . .  and the in i t ia l s  of the pos tmaster 
are to be s uperadded , and then t he envelope can be sold " .  A sma l l  quan t i ty of 
these envelopes were sold,  bu t none has survived. Evident ly ,  this plan was a l so 
adopted i n  Washington, D .  C. , bu t l i kewise none have survived. 

A sma l l  cover bearing a New York Provis ional  i s  known,  w h ich carried a 
not ice of j u dgment  and en tered the governmen t mai l s  a t  Albany,  w here the 
numeral " J O" and "S teamboat "  were app l ied. I L  was mai led aboard a H udson 
River s teamer al New York. The county clerk al Oswego, New York, refused the 
let ter because the  pos tage was not  ent i rely prepa id,  so the Postmas ter al Oswego 
handstamped the leuer and added an addi t ional  " I O" in manuscr ipt, and 
forwarded i t  back to N ew York. The q uest ion which w i l l  a lways remain un
answered i s  w hether the  New York Post  O ffice co l lected 20¢ ,  or recognized the 
s tamp as pay ing 5¢ ,  and col lected only the  1 5¢ balance in cas h .  

[July 27, 1 963] 

I tems From A Departed Collection III 

All of my Pos tmasters ' Provis ionals  were sold in  an ear ly S iegel Rari t i es Sale  
except one,  a f i rs t  day use ,  July  1 5 , 1 845 .  of  t he  New York Postmaster on a fo lded 
"prices curren t , "  addressed to London and forwarded to Tries te .  I doubt  if 
another fo lded let ter as descri bed ex i s t s .  

[October 1 2, 1 968] 



CONTRA CTS FOR U.S. POSTA GE STA MPS 

Contracts for the Manufacture of United States Postage Stamps 

We have la tely recei ved inqu iries as to what  our records show concerning the 
con tracts for the manufacture of Un i ted S ta tes pos tage s tamps,  their dates and 
t ime of duration. 

Feel ing that this  would  be of general in terest  to our readers we have made a 
search and the fol lowing are our f indings. 

There apparent ly  i s  no extan t copy of the con tract for the manufacture of the 
1 847 issues .  Les ter G. Brookman says that no copy o f  the ac tual  con tracts i s  
known.  ( Page 9 of h i s  s tandard work on The Un ited S ta tes Postage Stamps of the 
19 th  Century ,  1 966 edi t ion) .  

The con tract for the 1 85 1  issues and the extension of  the or iginal  contract for 
the manufacture of the 1 857  issue is to be fou nd in S tanley Ashbrook ' s  The 
Uni ted States 1¢ Stamps of 1851 -57, Volume 1 ,  Pages 48 and 49. The original 
con tract was executed for a period o f  s ix (6)  years and the extens ion was for a 
per iod of four  ( 4 )  years or un t i l  J une J O , 1 86 1 .  

The advert isemen t for proposals  and the con tract for the manu facture o f  the 
1 86 1  i ssues i s  to be found in the Collectors '  C lu b  P h i latel is t  for J u ly 1 94 1 ,  pages 
1 83 ,  1 84 ,  and 1 85 .  This  con tract was for six ( 6 )  years from A ugust  1 5 ,  1 86 1  lO 
August  1 5 ,  1 867 .  Com ments  on the con trac t  are con t a ined in the  art ic le to wh ich 
i t  i s  appended by the l a te Clarence W. Brazer. 

We have been unable to f ind any report of what happened between August 1 5 , 
1 867 ,  and the new con tract made w i th Na tional  B an k  Note Company for the pro
duction of the 1 869 issues .  The advert i sement for bids and the con tract for the 
production of the 1 869 issues are to be found in  the U n i ted S ta tes issue of 1 869 by 
S tanley Ashbrook,  pages 23 and 24 and pages 35 to 3 7 .  They a l so appear in  the 
second volume of Mr.  Brookman ' s  s tandard work on The Un ited S ta tes Postage 
Stamps of the  19 th  Century ,  pages 1 50 to 1 53 .  This  con tract was dated December 
1 8 , 1 868,  and was to run for four ( 4 )  years commencing February I ,  1 869. 

We can find no explanation as to what  happened between A ugust  1 5 , 1 867 
u n t i l  the execut ion of  the new con tract in  1 868. 

Who can provide the i n formation as to what the Pos t O ffice Depar tment did 
regarding extending the origina l  con tract w i th the N at ional  Bank Note 
Company for the add i t ional  period of t ime from August  1 5 , 1 867 ,  to February I ,  
1 869. 

[November 30, 1968] 

The Franklin Heads 

The article in a June i s sue of L ife, i l lu stra t ing busts  by Jean Antoine Houdon, 
reminded me of the a l mos t  I 00 let ters E .  Tudor Gross wrote in his successful 
research to f ind the source of the profi les used on the 1't U. S .  s tamps .  

The research disclosed that  the l et  and 30¢ 1 86 1 , the J ct  1 869 , and the l et  1 870-
79 ,  inc luding the departmentals ,  and l et  1 882 were all  engraved from busts by 
Houdon . The Set 1 847  and the J ct  1 902 were from pai nt ings ,  not busts ,  whi le  a l l  
others are from busts  by ,  o r  copied from Caffier i .  

The  Set  1 847 portra i t  of  Frank l in  i s  a t tri bu ted to  James B .  Longacre. E .  Tudor 
Gross,  said in an Apri l 1 934  le t ter to Harold E. G i l l ingham,  of P h i ladelphia :  " I  
bel ieve the  correct way  to descr ibe the  Set  1 847 s tamp is  by say ing tha t  i t  was  from 
a paint ing of John ( now known to be J ames ) B. Longacre after a portra i t  by 
D uplessis  . .  . I  feel the copyi s t  is not  the one to be given the credi t  so m uch as the 
artist who was responsi b le for the original  from which the copy was made. " 

From a September 1 933  le t ter: "There is no quest ion but that the bust  for the 
1 ¢  1 86 1  s tamp was by H oudon and the bust for the J ct  s tamp of 1 85 1  was by 
Caffier i . "  

A letter to S tanley B .  Ashbrook i n  December 1 936  rem arked: 
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The Houdon bust of Franklin. 

A lthough it is suspected Mr. Gilling
ham 's name actually was "Harold. " 
this is the way it appeared in the 
original column. 
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The Caffieri bust of Franklin 
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"Whi l e  I feel certa i n  that  the J ct  s tamp of 1 85 1  was copied from the Ph i la
delphia bust ,  you w i l l  note by com paring i t  w i th  the s tamp that  the ear does not 
show on the stamp. This may be due to l i berties taken by the engraver. 

"There are two types of Fra n k l i n  bus ts - one of  the Houdon type and the 
o ther of Caffieri type. It i s  very obvious tha t  the Houdon bust does not, in any 
way, resemble the Caffieri  bust and the s tamp of  1 85 1  can on ly have been made 
from the  Caffi eri type of bus t .  

" In  the case of the  1 ct 1 86 1 ,  the s tamp was  engraved by the N a t ional  Banknote 
Company whose headquarters were i n  New Yor k .  They, con sequen t ly ,  were in 
the same c i ty  where the Houdon bust  was loca ted and,  therefore ,  i t  i s  presumed 
cou ld make these i l l ustrat ions from th i s  bust very eas i l y .  In the case of  th i s  s tamp 

( l et  1 85 1 ) , i t  was engraved by Toppan ,  Carpen ter, Casi lear & Company whose 
ma in  office ,  so far as I know,  was in Ph i lade lphia .  They had easy access to the 
bus t  by Caffieri at  the P h i lade lphia  Society . "  

[September 26, 1 964] 

Errors 

The cu rren t con t roversy over the pri n t ing  error in the Dag Hammarskj old 
s tamps had prompted us to wri te this colu m n  about  some earl ier class ic  pr int ing 
errors . 

One of our great-grandfathers was pos tmaster of a smal l  pos t o ff ice i n  Ohio  at  
the t ime the 1 869 issue was d i s t r ibuted to t he post offices in  the spring of 1 869. 
We have to assume that  a very sma l l  post office of  th i s  size wou ld receive at least 
one sheet of  the larger denominat ions avai l able in that i ssue ;  namely ,  the 1 5ct ,  
24ct ,  30ct,  and 90¢. These four denom i nat ions were bi -co lored s tamps .  They were 
prin ted by the  Nat ional  Bank Note Company in p la tes of 1 00 subj ects each. 
I nverted prin t ing errors occurred in t he 1 5<t ,  24ct,  and 30ct values.  W ha t  a w i ndfa l l  
for your edi tors i t  wou ld  have been i f  a fu l l  sheet of each va lue of  the 1 869 i ssue 
had been passed down through the fam i l y !  Espec ia l ly  i n  view of  the possi b i l i ty 
that  one of t hem migh t  have been from the inverted pr i n t ings .  

Some of our early revenues had prin t ing  errors too. Some were prin ted on both 
s ides , some showed double impress ions ,  and there were inverted cen ters in the bi
color s tamps of  the second issue of  1 87 1  prin ted by Joseph R. Carpen ter of  P h i la
de lphia .  

The in s tances ci ted above occurred when the pri n t i ng and engraving of our 
s tamps was con tracted to private f irms.  The B ureau of  E ngrav ing and Pr in t ing 
f i r s t  pri n ted s tamps in  1 894,  and produced the famous inverted cen ters i n  the ) 
cen t ,  2-cent ,  and 4-cen t denomina tions  of the Pan-American Expos i t ion i ssue of 
1 90 I .  These , too,  were bi -colored stamps.  

Most  renowned, beca use most  p u b l icized. of a l l  t he prin t i ng errors is the 24-
cen t airma i l  invert ,  probably because i t  exis ted one t ime i n  a fu l l  s heet ,  i nc luding 
center l i ne block , arrow blocks ,  and pla te number blocks .  Examples appear 
more freq uen t ly  in auct ions ,  and  aga in ,  th i s  i s  a b i -co lored s tamp.  A t  no t ime in 
any of the in s tances men t ion ed has the idea been advanced that  every s tamp 
col lector shou ld  have a copy of  the  error d i scovered. Th i s  seems to be an idea of 
the New Front ier. (An error repeated ten m i l l ion t imes does not correct the 
error ) .  Our maternal  grandfa ther, who was pr i nc ipa l  of  a grade school in 
Day ton , Ohio ,  approved of a method o f  e l im ina t ing  a spe l l i ng error by wri t ing 
the correct spel l ing 1 00 t i mes on the cha l k board , not  i n  repea t ing the error ten 
m i l l ion t imes .  

[Decem her 22 ,  1 962] 

Errors and Variet ies 

The IT<t' n t  furor over a pri n t i ng  nrnr has rem i n drd us t ha t  many other 
" errors , "  or more properly " varieties" ,  have been d i scovered through the y ears. 



ERRORS 

Many of these have had to do w i th the careless or improper use of the transfer rol l  
i n  preparing the plate .  The transfer rol l  i s  used to ' ' rock i n "  t h e  s tamp des ign on 
the plate used for pri n ting .  

A wel l - known variety occurs on the I -cent 1 85 1  stamp .  I n  three pos i t ions ,  7 1  L,  
8 1 L , and 9 1 L  on P late I ,  the design was i n i t i a l l y  en tered ups ide down by mi s
take, and had to be erased by burni sh ing it from the p la te .  The burn i sh ing did 
not completely remove all of the des ign so that when the proper re-entry was 
made, certain marks of  the first en try rema ined on the plate ;  thus the stamps 
from these pos i t ions show these i n  addi t ion to the normal des ign .  

The 3-cen t 1 85 1  also has a number of varieties ,  the most  famous be ing :  Line 
through Three Cents w i th Rosettes double ,  92LI  la te;  the "Gents"  in s t ead of  
"Cents " ,  66R2 la te,  and a trip le  transfer, 92L2 la te .  

I n  March 1 9 1 7  the greatest b l  under of the transfer rol l  errors ,  the 5 -cent error,  
came into the hands of the public .  It  occurred on P la te No. 7942. Three of the ori
ginal en tries had to be burn i shed out,  pos i t ions 74  and 84 ,  in  the u pper left pane; 
and posi t ion 1 8  in  the l ower right pane. U nnoticed un t i l  after the s tamps from 
this plate were i ssued, the 5 -cent rel ief  had been en tered in  three pos i t ions .  re
su l t ing in three 5-cent  s tamps appearing in every sheet  of 400 2-cen t .  

In  this i ssue a l l  rel iefs from the 1 -cen t through t h e  7 -cen t were iden t ical except 
for the numerals ,  making it very easy to make such a mi s take, s ince a 2 and a 5 are 
very s imi lar when v iewed u pside dow n .  A bout  50 ,000 sheets of 400 stamps were 
prin ted . They were i ssued both perfora ted and i mperforate. 

The then Postmas ter General reported that a l l  the m ispri n ted s tamps had 
been i ssued s ince March 6 ,  1 9 1 7 , and reques ted that " Postmasters and stamp 
clerks who discover any of the m isprin ted 2� s tamps i n  s tock w i l l  w i thdraw them 
from sale and postmasters w i l l  send them to him for redemption at the 2� rate . " 

The first reaction of the Post O ffice Department i n  th i s  case then was  to cal l  in  
a l l  the errors which cou l d  be eas i l y  l ocated, record them, and then des t roy them.  
On October 26, 1 9 1 7 ,  the Post Office Departmen t reported tha t  o f  the poss ible 
1 50,000 errors ,  1 7  ,283 had been returned and destroyed. A rather d i fferen t  pol icy 
than that pursued in the case of the Ham marskjo ld  inverts .  

U anuary 26, 1 963] 

Postmaster General Day And The Dag Hammarskjold Error 

The announcemen t of the res ignation of Pos tmas ter Genera l Day br ings to 
m i nd an i n terview w i th  M r. Day w h ich one of your edi tors saw on TV shortly 
after the deci s ion had been made that  the Dag Hammarskjold error would be re
prin ted in quanti t y .  I n  the course of the in terview Mr .  Day said that  there was 
precedent for the course he had chosen to pursue. He made reference to the re
prin t ing of an i ssue of a New Zealand stamp on which an error had been dis 
covered. 

This reference puzzled me, for whi le  I probably shou l d  have been aware of i t ,  I 
was not .  I have watched the U n i ted S tates ph i latel ic  press s ince I saw the pro
gram,  but to this day I have seen no commen t on this remark of  Mr. Day. 

However, I did address an inquiry on the matter to a friend w hose ph i la te l ic  
l i brary is m uch more encompassing than th i s  wri ter ' s .  I n  due course he  was k ind 
enough to send me the fol lowing in formation wh ich ver ifies Mr .  Day ' s  s ta te
ment ,  but does not expla in  w here the Postmaster General secured h i s  in forma
t ion.  My friend wri tes : 

"The New Zealand error was somewhat  s imi l ar to the Dag Hamm arskjo ld ,  
bu t  only i n  tha t  there was a misspel led name w h ich was la ter corrected . I t  oc
curred on the 2l-'2p. blue ,  where ' Lake Waki t ipu '  was f irst  to appear and was then 
corrected to ' Lake Wakatipu ' " .  

Whi le  m y  i n formant indica ted i t  i s  l i s ted i n  Sco t t ' s  ca talog, h e  d i d  n o t  furnish 
the catalog numbers . An examination of Scot t ' s  woul d  i ndicate the numbers to 
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Position 91L 1 in its early state. abo ve. 
and late state. belo w. sho wing the 
inverted residual of the erroneous 
transfer From Neinken 's "The US 
One Cent Stamp of 1851-1861 . " 

Dr Carroll Chase 's drawing of Posi
tion 92L 1. late. of the 3e. The line 
through "THREE CEN TS "  and the 
doubled rosettes all show double 
transfers displaced up wards. 
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This "Editor "s Note " was inserted by 
"Stamps " magazine editors in the 
original column. 
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be N ew Zea land #73 and  #74 ,  the former bein g  the  m i sspe l led one,  and the  l a t ler 
the corrected spe l l i ng. 

For t he s t  or\' of the  New Zea land nror i n  de t a i l  r!:'aders af!:' referred to page 1 54 
of \'ol ume 2 of the  t lne!:'-\ul ume work by R .  J .  G .  Col l in s  and H .  T. M .  M .  
Fat hers ,  pub l i shed b y  t h!:'  P h i l a te l i c  Soci e t \' of  New Zea land .  Tlw s tory i nd ica tes 
thne were o ther re-en t ry var ie t ies on t he new p la te .  I t  appears t h a t  the  error was 
sold in sma l l  quan t i t i es to  t he  p u b l i c  and t ha t  l a tn a r!:'pr i n t i ng was made so 

more would  be avai l ab l e .  
This  i s  no t  v,· i t h i n  t h e  normal scope of  t h i s  co l u m n , bu t  s i ncf W ( '  com men ted 

on t lw repr in t i ng of the  Dag H ammarskj old error a t  the  t i me ,  we fel t i t  per t i nen t 
to add t h i s  in format ion t o  the  record. 

ED ITO R  · s  NOTE : Two o ther i n s ta ! l c( ' s  b!:'s i d( 's t hose c i  tnl b\ i\. I  r. lfakn have 
been ca l led to our a t len t i on . John Golds ton ,  S t .  Lou i s ,  Mo . , and i\. lax I\.. B i l l 
hard t ,  E l mhurst , N .  Y . ,  po in ted ou t  Greece RA:J.5a.  i ssued in  1 93 7 .  an  owrpr in ted 
s tamp of w hich a few s h ee t s  got o u t  w i t h  the mTrpr i n t  i nYertcd.  and was then 
del i bera te ly  pr in t ed t h a t  wav to  avoid  specu la t ion .  Sec foo tno te i n  Sco t t 's 

catal og. Roland F. H i rsch , Ann Arbor . M i c h . ,  reports  t h a t  i n  1 9.58 copies o f  
German y ' s  1 0  pfg. s t amp appeared on watnmarked paper, w h i ch was not  used 
for the  i ssue .  Due to t h e  rampa n t  specu l a t ion which fo l low!:'d,  w i t h  pr ices go i n g  
u p  to $2.50 per copy .  t he au t hori t i es pr in ted l arge q uan t i t i es o f  t h e  s tamp o n  
water marked paper i n  Augus t  1 958 ,  M r. H i rsch s t a tes .  

I t  i s  not unusua l .  h oweYer .  for a cou n try to prin t  t he sa lll ( '  des i gn on bot h  
watnmarked and unwatermarked paper.  bu t of course no t  for t h e  reason given 
in  t h i s  i n s t ance . N ( ' i t h ('r t h i s  nor t h ( '  i n n- r tnl  o\Trpr i n t .  nor  in fac t .  the ;\l ('W 
Zt'a land m i sspel l i ng w ou l d  customar i l y  i n fl a te the \ 'ct l u e  of t he s t amp to t he 
ex tent  tha t  wou Id occur  w i t h  an i mTr t on t he or igi  na I des i g n .  s i nee none of  these 
ot  hns has  anywhere n ear com para h ie  i m port a nee for the co l l ec tor .  i\. I  r .  H i rsch 
a l so men t i oned that Germam ' s  E u ro pa i s su (' of 1 9.57  had an nror w h ich resu l ted 
in t h (' dt' l i bera t!:' repr i n t i ng of l arg(' quant i t i ('s , b u t  he d i d  not s ta le  the  charac ter 
of the  enor i n  t h i s  i n s t anc( ' .  

[A ugust 3 1 ,  1 963] 

John V.  Pain ter,  Esq u ire 

Recen t  h D i ck G rah a Ill fon,·arded n w  a con-r pos t m arked S t  . . Joseph .  i\.lo . , 
.J une S .  1 860.  addressed t o  J ohn \ ' .  Pa in t er .  E sq u i r< ' .  Clc\TL111d .  Oh io .  D i ck .  who 
has a remarkab le memory .  poin t ('d ou t  t ha t i\.J r .  Pa in ter found t he  shee t  of  t he 4 ¢  
C :ol  um bi  a n ,  P l a  t c  i\' o .  D I  7 .  i n  b l  u c .  w h i c h  w a s  an error o f  color .  i\ I  r .  P a i n  tcr so l d  
h a l f  of  h i s  s lwet to  t h e  famous C : ln·e land co l l ec tor .  George \\'ort h i ngton , a n d  t h e  
ba lanc( '  to  J .  \\' . Sco t t .  Sr. 

Theodore S tc i m,-cw . of  N e\\' York . found  a used copy on m a i l rece i n·d b\' h i s  
fa th ('r w h i ch seemed t o  in dic1 t ( '  t ha t  probabh ano thn s heet ex i s ted in  t h i s  co lor  
and t h e  used s tamps ca m!:' from tha t  shee t .  

L('S t ( 't  Brookman commen t s :  "Th(' u s u a l  s t a t ( 'm('n t t ha t  i t  i s  l i ke  t h ( '  co lor of  
t h ( '  l et ( Co l u m bian ) i s  no t  exac t h  acn11a t (' .  I t  i s  m uch mon· l i k ( '  t h(' l et t han i t  i s  
t h ( '  norm a I l c .  bu t i f s  u ch a phrase Jll ( ' ;m s an \' I h i  ng.  t h ( '  co lor  S ( ' ( ' l ll S  to be a r idl t' r  
;m d mon· I i n ·h co lor  t han t ha t  o f  t h ( '  I er .  

" :\ su pnb m i n t  b lock of t h i -,  ·! (  nrnr \\· ; 1 s  i n  t h ( ' Co l .  G n·t ·n C :o l l tT t ion and 
t l l l 'n '  \\·a s  a HT\' f in ( '  m i n t  b lock of · I  - no t  t h ( '  sa l l H ' block as  \\· a s  i n  t he G rc('n 
Co l le c t i on  - t ha t  \\' a s  so ld  ; 1 t t hc Robt . Ll l l l ( ' tH t' .'-; ;d ( ' o f S(· p t ( 'm lH'r 1 7 . 1 9 1 0 . \\'e 
ha\T Se( 'n a t h i rd b lock o f  I i n  a \1Ts tnn co l l tT t i c m  ;md han· S( ' ( ' n S( 'HTa l m i n t  
-. i n g ks .  b u t  \\T h ;1 \T l l t'\Tl S( ' t 'n a t 1 s( 'd  ( op\ a l t hough  t h ( ' \  arc kn o\\' n to  cx i s t . "  

.\ I I  o f  t h i s  t ( ' s t1 l t ( 'd fron t  our " (  : l t ' \T la n d "  n·s ( · ;m h .  

[September 25, 1 965] 



81! COL UMBIA N Vt RIETY 

An 8¢ Col umbian Variety 

Fel i x  \\' . P cn dykc.  35 Ropplc  D r i n' .  A l bany .  New Yor k  1 220.1 . !fa s  sen t t is  a 

photo  of an 8C Col u m bi a n  w h i ch s hows a l i ne j o i n i ng t he sma l l  !own l i n e  of t ht '  

lef t  " 8 "  w i t h  t he fra m t '  l i ne .  Tht'  ! i n < '  p rn gn·ss< ·s  1 < m· ; 1 rd t h e fra nH'  l i n e  at an ang le 
of a pprnx i m a t d \' f i n ·  degrees . 

;\ I r.  PcndY kt '  comnw n t s ,  " I  t ' X a m i n t'd t h i s  s t a m p  \·er\'  c losch and  r u le d  o u t  t ht '  
poss i b i l i ty of a cracked p la t e .  If i t  was a cracked p la t e .  t h e  t h i n  ha i r- l i ne crack 
wou l d  ex tend beyond the engra\' i ng ,  w h ich  i t  docs no t .  A s  far a s  fore i gn ma t tn  
fa l l i n g  on  the  p l a t e  dur ing  pr i n t i n g. I dou b t  i t  \ 'ny m u c h .  I t ' s  a m i l l io n  to one 
chance t ha t  i t  wou l d  ever l and in t h i s  par t i cu lar  area,  and b l en d  i n  so n i ce l y w i t h  
t h e  e n gra\· i n g  pat tern . I t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  s t amp cou ld b e  a proof  o r  essay .  The 
color of t h i s  s t amp i s  magen ta  . . .  

T h i s  \ ·ar i e t y  i s  no t  men t i oned b\' B roo k m a1 1 .  T h r  S t a m p  SjH'n a / i;, / .  i n  am· 

Ph i la trl ic Congrr.1.1 ar t i cl e ,  or i n  a n y  of the  cl ipp i ngs i n  my f i l e . Can a m one 

prm· i de J\.lr. Pendy ke w i t h  more i n forma t ion regardi n g  t h i s  s tamp?  
The  8<t Col umbian was  t h e  f i rs t  8CZ: \'a lue  ever to be  i s sued .  I t  was re l eased 

M a rch 2 or 3. 1 893 .  approx i m a te l y  1 8  days p r i or to t he M a rc h  21 i s sue  da t e  of  t he 
8C \·;d ue  of t h e  1 890 genera l i s sue .  The 8CZ: s t a m p  was req u i red to pay t h e  new 8CZ: 

reg i s tra t ion fee reduced from I Qc on  J a n u ary I ,  1 893 . 

T h e  Co l u mbian I ssue was  t he  la s t  t o  be pr i n ted by a commerc i a l  pr i n t er u n t i l  
t h e  s a m e  pri n t er ,  t h e  Amer i can  R a n k  N o t t' C o m pa n Y ,  pri n t ed t h e  Overr u n  
Cou n t r i es i s sue  i n  1 9 1. 3 .  

[Julv  1 8 , 1 964] 

Our Readers Comment on 8¢ Columbian Variety 

Charl es Er i ckson of Brunsw ick ,  N e w  Jersey , sen t the fo l low i ng com men t s  
concern i n g  the  J u ly 1 8 t h  col u m n :  

" I  a m  inc l i ned to  be l i e\·e the  ' fore i g n  matter '  a r g u m e n t i s  the  m o s t  l i kdv one .  
M r . Pcnd\·ke ' s  reason for  exclu d i n g  i t  ( " m i l l ion to one chance" ) i s  no t  \·a l i d :  

i m probab le  e\'t 'n t s  occur  regu la r l v . H i s  argu m t ' n t wou l d  b e  usdu l i f  t h ere were 
two  d i fferen t exp lana t ions .  I n  such a case one wou ld  p i ck the  more l i ke l y .  

"Mr. Pendyke seems to  haw over l ooked the  very i m portan t po i n t  t h a t  t he 
defect i \T area i s  co lor less . A cracked p l a te shou Id g ive an ex t ra co lored I i  n c .  no t  a 
co lor l ess one,  s i n ce t h e  crack act s  j u s t  l i ke engra \'ed recesses i n  ho l d i n g  i n k .  

" T h e  l ack of col or i s  con s i s t e n t  w i t h  fore ign m a t ter  on the  p l a te ,  g i \· i ng a 
r a i sed area tha t  is w i ped c l ean of i n k  and hence docs no t  pr i n t .  I t  i s  a l so poss i b le ,  
but  m uch l ess p laus ib l e ,  t h a t  the  fore ign m a t ter was on  the  s ur face o f  t he  paper 

and l a ter f e l l  off .  I t  is q u i te possi hie t ha t  t he offend ing part i c l e a ffec t ed o n l y  a few 
shee ts  and tha t  on ly  one spec i men ex i s t s .  I f  i t  t u rn s  o u t  to be a con s t a n t  var ie ty  
there should be a number of  t hem a rou nd.  I f  each of  t he  f i ve p la tes was p r in ted 
eq u a l ly ,  roughly  20 .000 cop i (' s  of  the  var ie ty should have been p r i n t (' d .  The fac t 
t h a t  s u ch an obvious  varie ty  has  no t  been noted before sugges t s  t h a t  i t  m u s t  be 
m uch rarer t han one i n  f ive h u n dred and  perhaps i s  u n i q ue .  I f  t h i s  i s  s o .  I don ' t  
see ho\\' o n e  can an> i d  t h e  ' fore ign m a t ter '  argu men t . "  

[December 1 9, 1 964] 

Earliest Date of Use 

One of  our we l l  know n  readers ,  Rober t  M arkov i t s ,  o f  M i dd l e town ,  N ew York,  
repor t s :  " Dr .  Carrol l  Chase,  i n  1 9 1 2 , s tar ted com pi l i ng a l i s t  o f  the ear l ies t  
known dates of use of  var ious  U n i ted S t a tes  s tam ps .  In  1 9 1 8  S tan ley  B .  A s hbrook 
combined his data thereon w i t h  Dr. C h ase ' s ,  to beg in  an en terpr i se w h i c h  ended 
w i t h  the  death of  the pri nc ipa l s .  S i nce t h a t  date ,  no one ,  to  my knowledge, has 
tri ed to keep,  in one p lace, a l l  known records on the  su bject .  So ,  I began said 
s tudy .  I have started the work by reviewing what had been done in  the pas t and 
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BC Columbian stamp subject of this 
week ·s column 

Enlarged photo of  section of  BC 
Columbian. containing the variety 
discussed here. 
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Also see pages 257 and 269-70. 

Only Mr. Markovits " lip code has 
changed and the current address is 
shown Mr. Marko vits would still 
appreciate reports of early uses of  
U S. s tamps. 

These comments may refer to a co ver 
bearing a 3C 1869 s tamp from Eas t  
Fishkill. N Y .  for which see page270. 

UNITED STA TES STA MPS 

com p i l i ng a l l  known records .  or ra ther .  a l l  t hose known to me;  to t h i s  date ,  I 
have pu t  toge ther q u i te a l i s t .  . .  M y  s t udy com mences i n  the 1 8 th cen t ur y ,  and 
l i s ts a l l  dates known w hen new reve n ue ac t s  go i n to effect .  e t c. a n d  con t i n t 1es 

u n t i l  the i ssues , ac tua l l y , of 1 925 . "  
Bob Markov i t s i s  co l l ec t i n g  i n format ion  from a l l  records known t o  h im . ! fr  

ha s offered t o  become a cen t ra l record source for t h i s  i n form a t i o n  a n d  asks  t he 
coopera t ion of readers o f  t h i s  col u m n  i n  send ing  to h i m ,  new i n format ion as t o  

ea r  I in da t c s  t han t hose pu b l i sh ed i 1 1  t h i s co l t1 m n .  o r  As h broo k ·  s S jJr'na I Sn1 • 1 cr.  

O ur  co l u mn of  A pr i l 1 1 . 1 964 , l i s ted the ear l i e s t  recorded d a t e s  o f  u se of t he 

1 869 I ssue .  Bob M arkov i ts comment s  abou t t h i s  l i s t i ng :  "Accord i ng t o A F DCS 

.J o u rna l ,  Nov . - Dec. 1 960, ( the cover was l a t er so l d  by Th a tc her ) , the  I <t .  2<t an d 3ct, 
l 8 1 i 1 J  \\T l( '  j , , 1 1 n l  :\ L 11<  h '.!. 7 .  1 8 1 i ! J .  l l l l " P h i L 1 t c l i <  h n 1 1 1 d : 1 1 i rn 1  j , , l t ( ' ( I  Cnt i l i 1 ; 1 t t ' 

# 1 2 1 78 .  ccr t i fy i n g  t h e  use of t h ese s t am ps on t h e  en ve lo pe t here p ic t ured .  I 
recrn t l y sold the  s i x-cen t v a l u e ,  on t h e  i ss t1 e used on A pr i l 26. 1 869. S a i d l -2 -3ct 
co\'er was Lot 5 1 6  in h is  n i n t h  sa le ( one-cen t s t a m p  m i ss i n g from em · e lopc . but 
was or ig ina l l y presen t ) .  Ash brook ' s  ' S peci a l Serv i ce '  l i s t s  t he I Oc e a r l  i c s t  use  as  

Apri l I .  1 869, on page 322 ;  and the  30c on ;\Jay  1 5 , 1 869. on page 25 7 . "  
\\' i l l  a l l  w h o  can report o n  ear l i er da tes o f  u se for a n y  i s s t 1c?  Send Y o ti r  i n 

for m a t i o n  t o R o b n t  :\ L 1 r k m i t s . P . O .  Box 89 1 . :\ l i d d lc t o w n .  ]\' ( ' \\" Y or k .  1 09 ! 0 .  I t  
w i l l  be necessary lO send i n for m a t ion prn,· i ng da te before the  ear l i er da te  can be 

accep t ed . I f  the i n format ion i s n o t  com p le t e . an i n spec t  i o n  of t h e cm·n mav be 
n ecess ary . Do not fon\· a rd a CO\"(' !" for i n s pec t io n  w i t ho t1 t  prior perm i s s i o n from 

l\I r. Ma rkov i t s . Can we han· y o ur he l p? 

lJuly 25, 1 964] 

A N ew Early Date? 

Pnh a ps \ 'Ol l  h a \'l '  a cover wh ich you t h i n k  w i l l q u a l i fy for an ear l i er date  of 

u se of a pa r t i c t1 l ar s t a m p  t ha n  is  now l i s ted .  How can yot1  p rove i t ?  One o f  our 
ffadns has t h i s  prob lem . 

S i nce m o s t  ear l y  co\Trs m a y  no t  h a vl' a year da te a s  a p a r t  o f t he pos t  m a r k .  t h en 

proof m u s t  com e t h rough o t her  mean s :  D a t e o f  l e t t e r  e n c losed , charactn of 

pos t a l m ark i ng k no w n  t o  be u sed a t  t h a t  t i me .  o r  t ' \Tll co l or or o t h er cha rac

t e r i s t i cs of  t he s t a m p  i t se l f .  Son w t i rnes se\ t 'l a l  o f  t h ese m u s t  be com b i ned to 

p rov i de a nep tab l e  proof. 

Our reader ' s  problem con s i s t l'd of a pl'n - i n se rtl 'd d a te i n  a h ands ta m ped pos t 

mark . Th i s  m e t hod i s  corrolm r a t cd by s i  m i  J a r  pos t  a l  m a r k i n gs o n  o t her  cmTrs of 

the same peri o d  fro m  the to\\" n .  bu t t o  l w  cn t i rc l v s u re. a k t t l ' r  t " IH l os u r l ' cor
rn bora t i ng t he da t e i s r l 'q u i red : n o n e  ex i s t s .  T h i s I l l a\ '  l w  a n  ear l \' d a t e .  I J 1 1 I  n o t  
e n ough proof l ' X  i s t s  1 0  h a v e  i t  ( " f l lned i n  t he reco rds .  

[October I ,  1 966] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Branston Beach of  Detroi t ,  M ich igan .  has  been pursu ing the ver i ficat ion of 

t h e  ca ta l og i s sue ela t e  of 22 February 1 890, for the 2ct 1 890 stamp by a cover of that 

d a t e  for m rn t·  t h a n  l \n·n t \  \T; 1 1 s .  I n  ! �H I  h l ' h ; 1 < )  concs pon dn H t " \\· i t h  t h e Li l l ' ,  

w e l l - k n o w n  ph i l a te l i c s tuden t .  S t ephen Rich ,  who subsequent ly  wrote a n  

art i cl e  ask ing for a cover show i n g  an  ear l i er date  than  the  February 26t h he  had 

heard abou t .  
I n  1 95 1  M r. Beach sen t a p h o t o o f a con-r lwar i n g Fdm1ary 2 1 t h  pos t mark a n d  

back s t a m p i n g  by a m ach i n e  s h ow i n g thl '  1 890 \' ( "ar  da t l' .  

F i f l lT l l  \ ' l 'ars h a n ·  pa ssed a n d  :\ I r.  Jk; 1ch h a s  1 1 0 1  u n co\TITd ; 1 n ca r l i n  1 1 sl ' . I l o\\" 

; 1 bo u t  o u r  n· ; 1dns? A n v  f l t " \\" i n f o n n a 1 i o n :  

[December 1 7 , 1 966] 



EA RLIES T KNO WN USES 

More on Earliest Dates of Use 
By Robert Markovits, Guest Editor 

Your December 1 7 , 1 966 column i s  at  hand.  Wi th  regard to the 3¢  1 869 cover , I 
feel i t  is genuine in a l l  respects . I have purchased three covers , a l l  from East 
Fish k i l l ,  New York ,  a l l w i th the same t ype of handstamp which has the pen and  
ink  cancel insi de a crude rubber s tamp. One of the  covers is pre- 1 869 and another 
is post - 1 869. In checking the 1 85 1  Post O ffice Directory, I f ind no East Fishki l l  
listing i n  D utchess Coun ty ,  New York, bu t  i n  the 1 862 Directory , t h i s  town 
appears .  I do not know if this town exi s ted dur ing the s tampless cover period. 

The color of  the s tamp i s  that bright  blue from the firs t prin t ing. S ince I have 
owned a March 27, 1 869 u se and another from Apri l  1 of  the 3¢ denomination,  I 
am fu l l y  aware of this  bright  shade. So far as I am concerned, this  March 25 ,  1 869 
cover is the earl ies t known u se,  even though the Fou ndation w i l l  not express an 
opinion.  One th ing which has upset a few people abo u t  this  cover, is the fact that 
under the s tamp can be seen the word " PAID . " W hat  probably happened was 
that the mai ler went to the pos t office w i th severa l le t ters and the Postmaster took 
his money, marked Paid on each of the envelopes ,  then put s tamps on when the 
long l ine  a t  the window had done their bus iness .  Any help from your readers on 
East Fishk i l l ,  N . Y. pos t office w i l l  be great ly  apprecia ted. 

With regard to Brans ton Beach ' s  quest ion concerning U. S. #220, I know a l l  
about S teve R i ch ' s  article on th i s  stamp. I have seen the  firs t day cover ,  February 
22, 1 890, and it was owned by Sol Sa lkind,  a Bronx, N ew York dealer w ho sold i t  
t o  one o f  h i s  cus tomers, so I know t h a t  the catalog date i s  correct .  

The Scott  #77  1 5¢ L i ncol n  Derby i s  now going s trong. Covers have been found 
used i n  June and I have reports of May covers .  My art icle in  Stamps several 
months ago discuss ing my discovery of a J u l y  2 ,  1 866 cover, which predated 
Ashbrook ' s  record by more than a month,  has caused a lot of people to check 
their mater ia l  and new f inds have been made. 

Recen tly I heard that #26, the 3¢ Type I I ,  had been found used on cover dated 
Ju ly  1 1 ,  1 85 7 ,  two days ear lier than the date l i s ted in the Scott cata log. I t  j ust  
shows that close scru t iny of dates pays great d ividends. 

The 3¢ gri l led all over, #79,  ear l ies t  known u se ,  August 1 3 ,  1 867 ,  j us t  passed 
through my hands .  This cover is the earl ies t  use for any U. S .  Gri l led s tamp, 
w hich were supposed to be f irst  del ivered on August 1 1 ,  accord i ng to M r.  York ' s  
article i n  the December A merican Phi latel ist .  

I s ti l l  am i nterested in  hearing from col l ectors who possess covers w hich are 
e i ther the ear l ies t date of u se of the s tamp, or of a particu lar marking, or f irs t  days 
of rates , etc. on a l l  s tamps and rates prior to 1 925 .  I hope to get my records i n to 
sufficient shape that a summary can be publ i shed in  the not  too dis ta n t  fu ture. 

[February 1 1 , 1 967] 

Comments on Used Multiples of 1 847, 1 851 , 1 857 Issues 

A question by one of our readers,  Martin Koenig ,  of  Brooklyn N .  Y . ,  concern
ing rari ty of a s tr ip of four of 2q: 1 869 issue prompts  th i s  colu mn.  

What  factors account for compara t ive rar i t ies  of  s tr ips and blocks? This  dis 
cussion wil l  dea l w i th used mul tiples on ly .  

The  size of envelopes used in  general correspondence from 1 84 7 to 1 86 1  made 
the use of a b lock  of stamps more di fficu l t than a s tr ip of  s tamps.  

Large envelopes and parcel s  presen ted no space problem but  rarely  do these 
envelopes or p ieces now appear . Th i s  use provides many of the off-cover used 
blocks and s tr ips now avai lable .  The large envelope or wrapped package were 
not  as frequent ly  kept for poster i ty  as  were le t ter  s i ze envelopes.  

In  exam i n i ng the l i s t i ng of m u l t i p le s i n  Sco t t ' s  specia l i zed ca ta l og al I denom i 
na t ions i n  t he p r i nc i pa l t y pes o f  t he 1 8 ·1 7 ,  1 8'.J l ,  a nd 1 8!'i 7  i s s ues are l i s ted as 
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See page 278 for photos of  the co ver 
noted as being genuine. 

For the East Fishkill co ver. see 
page 270. Portions of  this column are 
repeated in the 1869 portion of this 
book. 

Repeated on page 257, but no earlier 
dates are mentioned in any subse
quent columns. 

Not to be confused with "Multiple 
Issues on Co ver, " referring to stamps 
of more than one issue on the same 
co ver 
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This rather compact comment refers 
to the rate change effective April 1 .  
1855 and describes what 12C in 
stamps would prepay before and after 
that date. 

USED STRIPS, BLOCKS A ND M UL TIPLES 

blocks of four, but  only  the 5¢  and 1 0¢ 1 84 7 ,  the 1 ¢ , 3¢ ,  and 5¢ 1 85 1 and 1 ¢ , 3¢, 
and 5¢ variet ies except 5¢  orange-brown are l i s ted in s trips of three. On ly  b locks 
of four are cataloged beyond the 1 857  issue .  S tr ips of  three are only  cataloged for 
the smal l denominat ions .  S trips of the 1 5¢ ,  24¢ ,  and 30¢,  or 90¢ would  rare ly  
appear o n  le l ler-sized envelopes. 

Strips of  a denomination occur most frequent ly  when mul t iples of that de
nomi nat ion pay the s ingle postal rate or m u l t iples of  the rate. In the 1 84 7  i ssue, 
four fives (20¢)  equal  the double rate over 300 mi les ,  five fives paid 25¢ nearest  to 
one shi l l i n g  or 24¢ rate to E ngland, w h i le three tens equaled 30¢ ,  the Panama 
rate, or four  tens the rate to Cal i fornia .  

After I ,  J uly  1 85 1  a s trip of three I¢  paid the  regu lar  prepaid s ingle ra te, or six 
paid the s ingle rate to Cal i fornia .  A strip of four 3¢  paid the double rate to Cal i 
forn ia u n t i l  I ,  Apri l 1 855;  or  after, the I 0 ¢  s i ngle ra te  p lus  2ct ship fee from Hono
lulu to the eas t  coast .  A s trip of three of  the 3¢  rea l l y  was unusual un t i l  af ter 1 ,  
Apri l 1 85 5 ,  when a str ip o f  three 3 ¢  p lus  I ¢  paid the new 1 0¢ s ingle rate to o r  from 
the wes t  coas t .  

When the 5¢ s tamp came in  late March 1 856 ,  a pair  wou ld  pay the  s ingle 1 0¢ 
rate or a s tr ip of four the double or 20¢ Cal i fornia rate. However, a s tr ip of three 
was popu lar ly  used to pay the 1 5¢ rate to France , whi l e  a s tr ip of three of the 1 0¢ 
would pay the 30¢ double rate to France or 30¢ s ingle rate via Prussian C losed 
Mail to G ermany .  Many strips of four ,  f ive,  and six of the 1 0¢ 1 85 1 -57  are found 
on the Hargous correspondence to  Vera Cruz, Mexico .  

S trips of  three of the  1 2¢ paid the  36¢  ra te to  Sw i tzerland v ia  Prussian C losed 
Ma i l ,  wh i l e  s trips of four paid the 4S¢ double rate to England.  

Blocks are much harder to fi nd on leuer mail  than s trips. The higher denomi 
nations a re more di fficu l t  to  f ind  i n  s tr ips ,  but  never more d i fficu l t  to  f ind than 
blocks .  

[Sept em her  30 ,  1 967] 

At right. A superb strip. with sheet 
margin at  top. of  the 10tt 1847 stamps 
canceled by the circular red grid of  
the U S. Consul and Postal Agent  at 
Panama. 

A block of  four 5C 1847 stamps on a 
co ver to pay double the 10tt o ver-300 
miles rate to the Canadian line from 
New York City 

Canadian postage of 9 pence was 
due. being double the normal 4 Y2 
pence rate. 



CO VERS WITH MUL TIPLES 

-· 

A t  right A strip of six of the perforated � _ 
5C red bro wn Type I of 1857 prepaying 
a double rate by French mails from 
Charleston S C  to L ille. France 

Sent from Boston on April 21 .  1858 
by British Packet. this strip 1s believed 
to be the largest strip of this stamp 
kno wn on co ver 

A t  right 
A vertical strip of three with sheet 
margin at bottom o f  the 5C buff s tamp 
of 1851 prepaying the 15C rate to 
France from New York to L eHa vre in 
No vember. 1861 

The 5C buff of 1861 was considered 
by Da vid Baker to be our most at
tractive U S. stamp. 

A t left -
A s tnp of six and a block of four of  
the  t c  Type I I  stamp of 1851 (Pla te 21 
used on a co ver from Dowme ville. 
California to Boston year unkno wn 

A t  left - A remarkable co ver with a 
block of six 10C 1857 stamps including 
all possible types from Plate I Posi
tions and types. in pairs from the top 
do wn are. 74 and 75 L 1  - Types IV and 
11. 84 and 85 L 1  - both Type Ill and 94 
and 95 L 1  - both Type I. 

The 60C postage represents the 
double rate from Pine Lake. Wisconsin 
to Germany by Prussian Closed Mail 
in December. 1858. 

J.11 
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See the "Chronicle ' '  for August. 1969. 
#63. for a comprehensive list of 1847 
10C bisected stamps. with additions 
in Nos. 64. 65 and 87 

See page 174 for a matched pair of 
the Gardiner. Maine bisects. 

The earliest 1847 bisect on co ver now 
recorded is  a left vertical half on a 
co ver with a Philadelphia postmark 
of January 24. 1848. as established 
by content or docketing. See report 
by Creighton C Hart in "Chronicle · ·  
No.  99 (A ugust 1978! 

A 'Stilphin 10C 1847 bisect used from 
Concord NH in August 1850 to 
Manchester. NH This is the earliest 
of the eleven kno wn "Stilphin " bisects 
fro m  Concord and Ballard Vale. 
Massachusetts. 

See Susan M McDonald s article 
on the Stilphin bisects in "Chronicle .. 

No. 1 15 (August. 1982) for more data 
on this "find " 

BISECTED STA MPS 

Legal Use of Bisected Stamps 

The l Oet va lue  of  the f irs t  genera l i ssue U .  S .  pos tage s tamps prov ided this 
cou n try ' s  f i rs t  b i sected stamp. Page 68 of Lester Brookman ' s  The 1 9th Cen tury 
Postage Stamp.1 of the Un ited Sta lFs l i s ts  for t y - fi ve known bi sects, s i x  on piece, 
and one quest ionable .  Your edi tors have a l i s t i ng  taken from auct ion catalogs 
wh ich dupl i cates ten l i s ted by Brookman,  and adds the  fo l lowing :  ( I )  R ight  
vert ica l  ha l f ,  New Haven, Conn . Lo  B i rmingham,  Conn .  pos tmarked J une 1 3 , 
1 8S l .  ( 2 )  U pper r ight  hand diagonal , N ew Haven to B i rm ingham, June 1 4, 1 8S I  
( 3 )  U pper left  hand d iagona l ,  u sed from Prov i de nce, R .  I . ,  face only ,  (APS cer t i 
f icate S48 ) .  ( 4 )  R igh t  vert ical  ha l f ,  Port land,  Me .  to New Haven ,  Augus t  S ,  I 8SO. 
( S )  & (6) Match i n g  d iagonal  b i secLs , Gard iner ,  Me . , to Brat t leboro ,  Apr i l  28 and 
M ay 2 .  ( 7 )  & (8) Match ing  diagonal  b i sec ts ,  Gard i ner ,  Me . ,  Lo Brat t leboro, May S 
and M ay 8. (9 )  & ( 1 0 ) M a tch i ng d iagonal b i sects, G ardiner, Me . ,  to Bratt leboro, 
May 1 2  and May 1 4 . 

The ear l i est  u se tabu l a ted i s  the r ight  vert ica l  ha l f  used M ay 1 3 , 1 848,  from 
New York C i ty to Lockport ,  N .  Y. A New York a t torney paid Set w i th the b i sected 
stamp,  and the f i rm of  Parker & B urrel l of  Lockport paid the other Set due. Two 
l awyers spl i t t i ng  the ir  expenses equa l l y !  The pract i ce of us i ng b i sected s tamps 
con t in ued in ever i ncreas ing vol ume,  part icu lar ly  w hen the San Franci sco Pos t 
O ffice ran out  of 3 <t  s tamps i n  the 1 8SO ' s .  

F ina l ly  the office of  the Third Asst .  Postmaster General began rece iv ing  le t ters 
such a s  the fol lowi ng: 

John Oakford Esq.  
Ch ief  Clerk 

P .  0. Dep t .  
S i r/ 

" Pos t  O ffice" 
Oswego.  N. Y. Aug.  6th 1 8S3 

I des i re to cal l  your a tten t ion to the pract ice w hich  preva i l s  to some exten t of  
prepay i n g  leuers & papers by s tamps cu t i n  halves ,  and to ask whether I am to 
recogn ize such prepayment as lega l ?  



THE ILLEGA L USE OF BISECTS 

Letters frequently reach this  office part icular ly from Cal i forn ia ,  w i t h  one hal f  
of a twelve cent s tamp cut  diagonal ly )  and marked on the acco m panying pos t  
bi l l  as  'paid by  s tamps ' ,  having been di stri bu ted as such a t  the  New York D. P . 0 .  

Newspapers somet imes come wi th  one  ha l f  of a three cen t s tamp hut  in the 
same way, wh ich is the only evidence of prepayment .  

P lease inform me whether such prepayment is  proper or not-Sec. 367 .  Chap. 
50, of the Regulations ,  seems to define fu l l y  enough what are legal s tamps and 
what not, but the practice is becoming so frequent  and the New York Office 
recognizes so many letters prepaid as above, that I prefer to ask for information 
before exercising the responsibi l i ty of  disregarding such prepaymen ts. 

Respectful ly  Yours &c 
Sarni R .  Beardsley 

Query: What action was taken by the Post Office Department in response to 
thi s  and other similar letters? 

[October 20, 1962] 

The Il legal Use of Bisects 

The answer to last week's  question is found in the Post Office Departmen t 
circular issued November I O, 1 853,  which reads: " I f  the stamp be cut  out,  or 
separated from the envelope on which i t  was made, the legal value of both is 
destroyed; neither does the law authorize the use of parts of postage s tamps in  the 
payment of postage. " 

Therefore, after November I O, 1 853 ,  a l l  such uses of bisected s ta mps were 
i l legal ;  but all IO-cent 1 84 7 bisects and 3-cent  and 1 2-cent 1 85 l bisects, u sed prior 
to N ovember I O, 1 853 ,  were lega l .  Only five stamps could have been bisected 
legal ly ,  the Post Office Department not having official ly ru led on the matter 
prior to the date of the circular. 

Has anyone ever seen a use of the 5 -cen t 1 84 7 bisected? The only rates which 
required a 2�-cent value from 1 847 to J une 30, 1 85 1 ,  were the two l 2Yz-cent rates: 
one to Havana, Cuba; the other being the local Pacific Coast rate. No 1 847 
s tamps were sent to California post offices, so any such use would have been by a 
traveler or business house taking or sending s tamps to California ,  an extremely 
unlikely possibi l i ty .  

The  I -cent 1 85 1  was an improbable subj ect, there being no Yz cen t rates after 
Ju ly  1 ,  1 85 1 .  

I n  Scott 's specialized U .  S .  catalog under the 3 -cen t  orange-brown, # 1 0, we 
find no listing of bisects . However, under the 3-cent dul l  red, # l  l ,  we find l l C, 
the vertical half  used as a I -cent on cover; and I I d, diagona l  half, used as I -cent 
on cover. Are there no orange-brown bisects known? None are now recorded. 

The editors have a smal l  l i s t  of eight 3 -cen t  bisects. Five of the eight have dates 
of u se recorded in the years .1 855, 1 856 and 1 857 .  One other bears a New York 5¢ 
postal  marking, indicating postage due, while the other two give no hints as to 
the year of use. It is supposed that a l l  uses recorded from these years were i l legal ,  
though several were a l lowed to pay their  way. 

Doesn ' t  it  seem s trange that the 3-cent  suddenly appears bisected after 1 853, 
while no other denomination of this issue released later, was found bisected? A 
I O-cent 1 855 bisected could have been used to pay the U . S .  5-cent inland rate to 
England, by open mai l .  

I t  probably seemed natural to  those who had  used the  bisected 1 2-cent s tamps 
earlier to bisect a 3-cent stamp after April 1 855 to help make the I O-cent rate to 
the east coast when they only  had 3-cent stamps. 

I t  is  also possible that some 1 2-cent  bisects were not recognized as legal postage 
prior to the November I O, 1 853 ,  Post Office circular. 

[October 27, 1 962] 
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An article on 12<t 1851 bisects. in
cluding a census of kno wn co vers. 
may be found in "Chronicle " #75. pp 
121 -29. 

For columns about the 12rt bisected 
stamps of 1851 .  see pages 199-200 

See "Chronicle " #76, pp 195-7, for an 
article on 3rt 1851 bisects with a 
census of kno wn co vers. "Chronicle " 
#77, page 26, has additions and 
corrections to the listings. 
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Portions of this column are repeated 
in later sections concerning co vers 
of the various periods of stamps. See 
pages 181. 217 and 221 .  

Actually the 5C 1mperforate stamp 
was issued in 1856. but Mr Baker in 
common with most writers and cata
logers. considered it and usually 
spoke of  it as part o f  the issue o f  
1851 .  

The same convention applies tn 
the 10C green stamp of 1855 and the 
24C. 30C and 90C stamps of 1860 are 
considered to be a part of the per
forated issue of 1857 

A very late use of the IOC 1847stamp 
if in fact. it did pay any pos tage. Used 
in A ugust. 1860 with a New York 
"ocean mail postmark tying the 1847 
stamp the co ver lay in the San 
Francisco post office for a year being 
backs tamped ·san Francisco. Adver
tised. June 1 1 . 1861 · with a manu
script endorsement belo w · Found in 
dead letter box-AF Gomez. · ·  Manu
script docketing on the back notes 
"This follo wed you to A laska · ·  

There are se veral poss ible ex
plana tions for the use of the 10C in 
1857 stamps on the co ver in con
junct/On with the 10C 1847 stamp 

M UL TIPLE ISSUES ON CO VER 

M u l tiple Issues on Cover 

The f i rs t  opport u n i t y  for s tamps of two i ssues to be used on a cover was J u ly I ,  

1 85 1 .  A l  t hough the 1 84 7 i s sue was demonet ized and i l lega l for pos tage after Ju ly  
I ,  1 85 1 ,  C. C. H art has  recorded a num bcr of uses a fter demonet izat ion ; several o f  
t h t ·st ·  a n· w i t h  s t a m ps o f  t h l' 1 8:> 1 I s s ul ' .  

S i  nee the ca talog descri bes the  perforated s tamps of  the 1 85 1  I ssue as the 1 857  
I ssue, th i s  perm i ts us  to  i ncl ude uses of i m perforate and perforated 1 85 1  s tamps 
in  th is  category . Such a cover cou l d  not ex i s t  pr ior to February 28, 1 857 ,  the 
present ear l i est  recorded datf' of  use of a n  offi c ia l l y  i s sued perforated s tamp. 

Recent ly  Frank Sa l i chs  of M iami ,  F lor i da ,  sen t us  a photograph of  an 
extremely rare and at tractive fol ded le t ter from New York to Havana w i th the 20¢ 
pos tage pa i d by a pa i r  o f !"°>C i Ill  perfor a t e  ( 1 8:"> I ) a n d  a pa i r  of  5q perfora ted ( 1 85 7 ) .  

The three examples i n  your editor ' s  col l ec t ion a l l  h appened t o  b e  on covers 
addressed abroad, one to E ngland and two to Germany.  A l though we h aven ' t  
made a record o f  th i s  type o f  cover. we have not seen many .  Do you have one i n  
your col l ect ion? 

Aga in  a t  the end of  the  1 85 7  I ssue in 1 86 1 ,  we have a demonet ized i ssue .  The 
demands for num bers of s tamps had increased tremendously  s ince the las t  
s im i lar s i tuat ion in July  1 85 1 .  The req u i rement  that  a l l  domest ic  mai l  be 
prepa i d  by stamps a fter J an uary 1 856 w a s a b ig factor and the increase i n  popu
la t ion another .  

Less t ime was a l l owed to pri n t  t he s tamps before the exchange was at tempted. 
The t i me of  demonet iza t ion extended over severa l months  w i th each pos t off ice 
g i \ · i n g n o t i Cl' for ; 1  s h o r t  t · x c h ; i n g l '  pl ' r i od p r i o r  t o  d t ·rn rn H· t i 1 ; 1 t i o n .  

D ur i ng t h e  not ice period, t h e  1 857  a n d  1 86 1  I ssues cou l d  bo th be used lega l ly;  
uses t h ereafter wou ld  be i l lega l .  New York C i t y  prov ides the l arges t number of  
covers of  th i s  na t ure becau se the  not ice per iod occu rred severa l  t i mes but  the pos t  
office d id  n o t  decl are t he u s e  of  t h e  1 857  s tamps i l legal u n t i l  sometime i n  1 862. 
Many col l ectors shou Id have an exam pk of t h  i s  t ype o f  cover i n  their  col lect ions .  

S ince demonet izat ion was not a factor in 1 869 or 1 870, covers show ing  u ses of  
both  i s sues shou l d  be found more eas i l y .  W hat  has  been your experience? 

[January 23, 1 965] 



THE UNITED STA TES STA MPS OF 1847 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Last week we d iscussed the i m portan t and bas ic  changes i n  our pos ta l  sys tem 

made by the Act of March 3, 1 845 .  
Thi s  week our subj ect i s  the  next  i mportan t Posta l  Law , w h i ch reads:  
"And be it  further enacted, That to  faci l i tate the transportat ion of  l e t t ers in the 

ma i l ,  the Postmas ter General be au thorized to prepare postage s tamps wh ich ,  
w hen a t tached to  any let ter or  packet ,  sha l l  be  evidence of  the  paymen t o f  the 
postage chargeable  on such let ters , 0 0 0  Act  of  March 3 ,  1 847 ,  Sec. 1 1 . "  

W i th the enactmen t o f  the foregoing prov i s ion ,  pos tage s tamps were lega l i zed 
in th i s  coun try . The Postmaster General , by a regu la t ion  dated Apr i l  25, 1 847 ,  
provi ded for: 

" Pos tage stamps,  one pr in ted in black,  represe n t i n g  the head of Was h i ngton ,  
of  the  denomi nat ion of  ten cen ts  and the other pr in ted in  brow n ,  represen t ing  
the  head of Frank l i n ,  of the  denominat ion of f i ve  cents  0 0 0 . "  

These were f irst  del ivered to the pos tmasters a t  " i m portan t  poin t s"  dur ing 
Ju ly  of 1 847 ,  w h i le other  pos tmas ters cou l d  secure suppl ies  of the  s tamps by 
buying them from the  pos tmasters who had been supp l i ed by the Pos t O ff ice 
Department .  I t  should be noted that  the u se of s tamps was not  req u ired and no 
pena l ty at tached for  their  non-use or for i nsu ff ic ient  pos tage being placed on 
let ters .  The add i t iona l  postage due, i f  any ,  was  co l lected a t  the ord inary ra te from 
the addressee. Pos tage on le t ters cou ld s t i l l  be prepa id  by cash or sen t u npa id, 
w i th the postage to be col l ected from the recip ien t .  

[April 1 4, 1 962) 

The 5¢ and 1 0¢ 1 847  

These s tamps are  i n teres t ing  i f  for no other reason t han t hat there has been so  
much specu l a t ion as  t o  how t h ey were produced. 

For years a d i spute  raged in the ph i l a te l i c  world over the quest ion of  whe ther 
these s tamps had been pr in ted from copper or s teel engra\'ed p la t es or if  in fact 
they had been produced from Ga lvanoplas t ic  p la tes .  

The New York banknote f i rm of Rawdon ,  Wr igh t .  H a t ch & E dson was gi n·n 
the con tract for produc ing bot h  the f ive and ten cen t denomina t ions of t hese 
s tamps.  For years s tudents  have looked for the con tract between t h e  government  
and the Rawdon f i rm .  To th i s  day no trace of the con tract has been found i n  t he 
arch i ves of the Federa l  government .  However, two l e tters  were d i scovered abou t 
f i fteen years ago w h i ch shed l ight  on the  ques t ion of  how t hey were produced. 

The first le t ter ,  da ted " New York ,  March  20,  1 84 7 "  reads as fol lows: 
"The u nders igned propose to engrave steel d i es and to pro\' ide s teel  p la tes for 

five and ten-cen t  s tamps for the U . S .  Post O ff ice Departmen t ,  w i thou t charge for 
the same, or for keep i n g  them in repa i r , and to furn i s h  s tamps for the same on 
s u i table paper , of the bes t qual i ty ,  prepared for use w i t h  gum ,  at  the rate of 
twen ty-f ive cent s  per one t housand stamps .  The s tamps arc to be execu ted i n  the 
bes t s ty le  of l i ne engrav i ng, and the dies and p la tes to be long to, and to be held 
for the excl us ive use of  t he Post O ff ice Departmen t . "  

The second l etter ,  wr i t ten eleven days a fter the f i rs t  one ,  was addressed t o  W .  J .  
Brown ,  Second Ass i s tan t  Postmaster General and reads as fol lows: 

"We beg l eave to vary the proposa l  m ade by us to furn i sh the Post O ff i ce 
stamps,  as fol lows :  v i z :  I n  add i t ion to our formal  proposa l ,  we w i l l  pr in t  the  
f igures ' 5 '  and ' l O '  on the face of the respect ive s t amps ,  i n  red ink ,  i n  such  manner 
as to render them d i s t inct ,  and not  obscure the heads . Th i s  com bi n a t ion of col ors 
wou ld  add great ly  to the d i ff icu l t i es of  cou n terfe i t i n g  the s tamps.  We w i l l  
furn i sh the s tamps ,  pri n ted i n  two colors ,  a s  above, a t  the rate o f  twenty- f ive 
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cents per one thousand s tamps ;  or, we w i l l  furn i s h  them pri n ted in one co lor ( the The designs of the Srt and 10rt 1847 

' f ive' and ' ten '  stamps each i n  a d ifferent  color ,  if des i red, by way of read i l y  d i s - stamps. a s  shown by die proofs. 
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The "C " double transfer on the 101& 
1847 stamp 

THE 1847'S 

t i ngu i sh ing  them) at the rate of twenty cen ts per one thousand s t amps . "  
I n  the margin oppos i te the la s t  h a l f  of  the l a s t  sen tence was wr i t te n ,  " Th i s  bid 

accepted" ,  w h ich referred to  the s tamps as they were issued in the s i ng le  color  for 
each denomi nat ion .  

I t  i s  q u i te cl ear from t hese l e l lers that  the s t amps were produced from s teel 
p la t es .  What  i s  s t i l l  a mat ter of specu l a t ion ,  however, is how many p la tes were 
made.  The bes t  ev idence poi n ts t o  two pla tes for the Set and one p la te  for the I Oct.  

S i nce the p la t i ng au thor i t ies ,  the  late Dr .  Carro l l  Chase and E l l io t t  Perry , have 
bot h  agreed that it is not poss i ble  to p la te  t he S et  s tamps,  proba bly  no  sure answer 
w i l l  ever be given to  the ques t i o n  as to whe ther one or two p la tes were used for 
the S et .  On the other hand,  due to the pa i nstak ing work of M r. Perry , the ! Oct 

s tamp has been pla ted i n  i t s en t i rety and i t  i s  q u i te  c lear tha t  bu t one p la te was 
used for i t s  produc t ion .  

[April 2 1 ,  1 962) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
\\'e arc \ ·cry gratef u l  to  a l l  those people w h o  have t aken the t ime  and trouble  to 

wr i te to  us .  
One let t er i nspired by  the col u m n  of  Apri l 2 1 s t t h rows some add i t iona l  l i gh t  

on the subj ec t  of the  p la te  for the  S er  s t amp of  t h e  1 84 7 i s sue .  v\' e fee l tha t  the  com
ments con t a i ned i n  t h i s  le t ter from Ezra D .  Cole ,  the  wel l known dea l er, should 
be shared w i t h  our readers , and so we quote  from i t  as  fo l lows:  

"On the  5 ¢  1 84 7  I had many con versa t ions  w i t h  S ta n l ey Ashbrook ,  J udge 
Emerson , Doc Chase, S t eve B row n ,  Ed Knapp,  and severa l o thers, t oo n u merous 
to ment ion : al l  of them k new some t h i ngs and al l  were a l wavs i n teres ted in th i s  
s cr  s tamp.  

" Some p la te  pos i t ions  were iden t i f ied ,  and I t h i n k  some more w i l l  be some day 
bu t  no one t h a t  I knew t hough t that  the s tamp could  be p l a t ed ,  a l though some of 
u s  t hough t so at  one t i m e  or ano ther .  

" Mos t of  us  d id  come to t he concl us ion t h a t  there was only one p la te .  W h i le we 
found some pecu l i ar th ings we never did f ind ,  say two "corner- s tamps"  from any 
corner t h a t  we though t wer e  fro m  d i fferen t p l a tes .  

" \\'e  d id  work out ,  however , that  t here must  have been two s t a t es o f  t he  one 
pla te ,  a f i r s t  and second s ta te  perhaps .  We som e t i mes referred to i t  as before and 
af ter  c lean i ng.  Th('lc i s  no dou bt  in  my m i nd ,  and you can check th i s  yourse l f  
w i th covers from some of  the  b ig  c i t i es ,  Bos ton ,  N ew York ,  e t c. , tha t  t h e  im
press ions i n  1 848 ,  I 8SO,  and I 8S  I are  d i fferen t ,  no t  on ly  the  color s  bu t the  s tamps 
themselves .  

"Then t here i s  the problem of  the  C and D s h i ft .  I for  one am not  sure ,  maybe 
some o ther s  are and I don ' t  wan t to  be pos i t ive ,  t h a t  the D and poss i b l y  the  C sh i ft 
were surel y the  resu l t  of th i s  c lea n i n g. These t wo pos i t ions  may have been re
en tered at t h a t  t i me, a fact tha t  may accou n t  for their  re la t ive  rari ty .  Or ,  and 
somew hat more doubt fu l ,  these  s h i ft s  were t here ( i n  the p la te )  a l l  t h e  t i me and 
d id  not  become vis i  b lc  unt  i 1 the  p la te was c leaned up .  I dou b t  i f  i t  was rea l l y  gone 
over .  S tan , I know, a l ways hoped some more var ie t i es wou l d  show up tha t  were 
cons tan t enough so tha t  we cou l d  iden t i fy them,  before and  a f ter .  For example ,  
some early  and la te  corner copies  and  margin pa i rs or s tr ips .  Maybe t hey w i l l  
show up some day , poss i b lv  t hey ex i s t  i n  col l ect ions even now. 

"Ano t her problem i s  and was t h a t  t he D s h i ft i s  rare .  The i mpress ions  are 
a lmos t  a l \\' ays  poor , and the condi t ion of  some of the cop ies can o n l y  be de
scr i bed as lousy .  

"To sum t h i s  up ,  I am conv inced t ha t  t here was  on ly  one p la te ,  bu t tha t  t hne 
is what  we can ca l l .  for lack of bet l('I descr i p t i on ,  two s t a tes of the  p l a te . " 

[May 12 , 1 962) 



5¢ A ND 10¢ 1847 MUL TIPLES ON CO VER 

5¢ and 1 0¢ 1 847 M u l tiples Used on Cover 

The fol lowi ng tabu la t ions of  1 0¢ and 5¢ m u l t i ples used on cove r  may be of 
i n terest :  

Pa i rs 
S t r ips of 3 
S tr ips of 4 

Str ips o f  5 

Tota l  I t ems 

:">( .'i l a ll l f "  

Horizon la I V erlic· a l  

2 1 7  36  
0 I 
3 0 
2 0 

222 3 7  

1 1 1 (  .-. 1 a 1 1 1 1 " 

H orizon la  I Vcr1ical  

Pairs l 3 fi 20 
S t r ips of 3 3 2  5 
S tri ps of •1 1 2  I 
S tr ips of 5 4 0 
S t r ips of 6 0 
S t r ips of 1 0  I 0 

1 86 26 

E i ghty-e ight  percm t of t he I OC m u l t i p les are h or izon ta l , a ra t i o  of 7 to I to the  
\'er t  ica l .  

The s tamps of  the 1 847  i s sue  cou ld  no t  be used lega l l y  w i th a n y  ot her iss ues o f  
lJ .  S .  pos tage s tamps .  No i ssue preceded t h e  1 847  s t amps .  T h e  1 84 7  s tamps were 
demonet ized as of the i ssue da te of the 1 85 1  i ssue ,  J u ly  I ,  1 85 1 .  Creighton Hart  
has l i s ted and  descri bed i n  T hr  Co l lrctor.1 C Lu h Ph i la te l i.1 t ( V o l .  4 1 ,  No .  4 )  t h i rt y 
three covers bear ing 5 ¢  o r  I 0 ¢  l 84 7 ' s  af ter Ju ly  I ,  1 85 1 .  These u ses were i I lega l .  
a l though some were apparen t l y  passed w i thout  q ues t i on .  

However, 1 847  i ssue covers d o  appear w i th o ther s t amps .  A handfu l  are known 
beari n g  t he 3 pence Ca nadian Beaver s tamp. Th i s  s tamp was i ssued Apri l 23 , 
1 85 1 ,  so th i s  com bina t ion cou l d  be used on ly  s i x t y - n i ne days .  

A second  group of s tamps,  l oca l s ,  appear on 1 84 7  I ssue covers .  Local s tamps 
were used by pri vate express compan ies to i nd ica te paymen t for the i r  serv ices .  
Scot t ' s  spec ia l i zed l 1 .  S .  ca talog l i s t s  uses of loca l s  w i t h  U . S .  pos tage s tamps in 
the  loca l s  sect ion .  

Frank Lev i  report s the fol lowi ng uses w i th loca l s  no t  presen t l y  l i s ted i n  t he 
ca ta log: W i th 5¢ 1 5 L9, 1 5 Ll 2 , and  1 5 LU I of D .  0 .  B l ood & Co. ; 20L l  and 20L2 
of Boyd ' s  Ci ty  Express ;  7 6 L I , H a l l  & M i l l s '  Despa tch Post ;  I 36L 1 3 . S warts '  C i ty 
D i spatch Pos t .  W i th I O<t 1 5 L9 ,  1 5 L I O ,  1 5L l 3 ,  1 5L I  7 o f  D .  0 .  B l ood & Co. ;  20L8 , 
Boyd ' s  C i ty Express ;  40L2 , C i ty Despa tch Post ;  69L4 , Frazer & Co. ; and 1 09 L I . 
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A ctually. nearly all of  them were 
passed without question See cap
tions on page 181 .  

A 3 pence Canadian Bea ver and 25tt 
in 5G U S. 1847stamps on co ver from 
Canada to L ondon. England sent in 
May. 1851 .  

Although this cover was sent during 
the 69 day period cited in the ac
companying column. the 3tt Bea ver 
simply pays the 2 pence. sterling (or 
2 Y2 pence. currency) Canadian inland 
postage required under the British
Canadian transatlantic treaty rate 
structure. It is thus not connected 
with the then new Canadian-U S. 
mail treaty which had just become 
effective April 6. 1851 .  

The25tt in U S. 1847stamps repre
sent a 1 tt  o verpayment on postage to 
England from the United States under 
the U S -British treaty of 1848. For a 
discussion of these usages. see 
"Chronicle " No. 98 (May. 1978. pages 
95-98) 
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This co ver shows the use of the Sit 
and 101t 1847 stamps in combina tion 
on one co ver for their intended rates. 
The 101t was applied at Buffalo. Feb. 
10. 18SO to pay the o ver-300 miles 
single rate to A lbany. New York. and 
the Sit was applied at  A lbany to pay 
the less-than-300 miles rate to for
ward the co ver on to Albion. New 
York. 

The Buffalo markings are in blue 
and the Albany postmarks in red. 
adding to the co ver 's attractiveness. 

THE 1847'S 

G .  A. M i l l s '  Despa tch Pos t .  

The t h i rd group of s t amps  are "carr iers " s howi n g  paymen t for de l i very of 

let ter to  pos t off ice or del i very from pos t office. Those on  t h e  Levi l i s t  w h ich  are 

not in t h e  ca ta log are: W i t h  t h e  5¢  3 L B3 ,  Bos ton ;  7LB I ,  7 L B I  3 of  P h i lade l ph ia ;  
and w i th  t h e  1 0(.1' ,  4LB8 o f  Char le s ton ,  Sou t h  Caro l i na .  

[March 28 , 1 964] 

5¢ & 1 0¢ 1 847 

I n  v iew i n g  the  col u m n s  s ince l a s t  Apr i l ,  no t  one has  d i scussed the  1 84 7  i ssue .  

Frank  Lev i ,  J r . , has furni s h ed u s  a cons idera b le  bundle o f  i n forma t ion  concern
i ng 5(.1' and  l O<t covers and m u l t i p les .  

The fol lowi ng tabu l a t i o n  of  2484 5(.1' and  I O<t covers i s  i n t eres t i ng. 

5'1 J O¢ 5<r & I O <r  5'1 1 0'1 5¢ & 1 0'1 

S t a t es Covers Covers Covers S t a t es Covers Covers Covers 

A labama 23  26 3 New Mexico 0 0 

Ca l i fornia  0 I 0 New York 564 233 9 

Connect i c u t  65 1 3  0 Nor th 

Delaware 6 0 0 Caro l i na 8 6 0 

F lor i da 3 8 0 O h i o  4 0  35  0 

Georgia  9 1 2  0 Oregon 0 I 0 

I l l i no i s  1 9 8 0 Pen nsy lva n i a  213 65 I 

I nd iana 2 2 0 R hode I s l and  33  I 0 

Iowa 2 0 0 Sou t h  

Kentucky 1 5  23 0 Caro l i na 1 5  20 2 

Lou i s i ana  1 2  1 1  () Tennessee I 3 0 

Ma ine 1 5  H 0 Texas I 0 0 

Mary land 1 03 29 Vermon t 23 3 0 

Massachuse t t s  1 97 89 2 V i rg i n i a  1 9  1 4  0 

M i c h i ga n  1 6  1 2 0 \\' i scons i  n 3 6 0 

M i ss i s s ipp i  0 6 0 D i s t r i c t  of 

M i ssouri I :> 60 0 Col u mbia  1 3  8 0 

New Ra i l roads 1 '.l 7  2 5  3 

Hampsh i re 1 6  3 0 Ca nada usage 9 1 6 0 

New J ersey 8 3 0 M i sc .  116 22 () 
Tota l s  1 ,685 778  2 1  



MUL TIPLES ON CO VER 

O u r  tabu l a t ion of com bina t ion 5 ct  and ! Oct covers agrees w i th M r. Lev i ' s ,  ex
cept t h a t  we have a record of on l y  one  from M a ssach usel l s ;  one from M ich iga n ,  

w h ich he does no t l i s t ;  o n e  add i t iona l  Ra i l road usage a n d  o n e  M i scel laneous  

u sage for a to t a l  i n  our  case of t wen t y - t hree ( 23 ) covers as con t ra s t ed w i t h  M r. 

Lev i ' s  twe n ty-one (2 1  ) .  A Ba l t i more Ra i l road i tem i s  one p iece  a n d  one of t h e  

New Y ork i tems i s  part of  a wrapper .  
W iscons i n  ( M ay 29 , 1 84 8 )  a nd Ca l i forn ia  ( Sept e m ber 9,  1 85 0 )  became sta tes 

d ur i ng the 1 84 7 to  1 85 1  per iod .  I l is pos s i b le that  some of the  covers l i s ted for 
t h ese s ta t es cou ld  be terr i to r i a l  covers . Th i s  pos s ib i l i ty w i l l  have to  be researched . 

Fra n k  Lev i ,  .J r . , can add Arkansas ,  t he o n l y  S tate then i n  the U n ion  no t l i sted, 
by l ook i ng up  Lot  2 1 5 i n  Robert  S i ege l ' s  .J anuary  7 . 1 964 sa le .  

[ February 1 5, 1964 ] 

Where Were The 1 847's  U sed? 

Both  Cre igh t on H a rt and Fra n k  Levi  . .J r . , ha\'e m ade exten s i ve I i s t  i ngs of  1 84 7 
i s sue  covers .  The obj ect i ves of t h ese i nd iv idua l s have vari ed somewha t .  w i t h  
Cre igh ton Har t  u p  to  t h i s  t i me exa m i n i ng i n  de t a i l o n l y  t hose s t a tes wher e  

twen t y - f i \'c o r  less covers are k nown 1 0  h i m. 
M r.  Le\'i has  forwarded h i s  l i s t i ngs to C re igh ton H art  for compa r i son . When 

t hese two st udies are com b i  ncd ,  we w i  1 1  h ave a t ru l y  grea t record.  U n t i l  tha 1  t i mc ,  
we "· i l l  draw on Mr .  Lev i ' s  s t udy .  

O u r  prev ious  co l u m n  reported t he n u m ber o f  cover s  recorded fro m each s t a t e . 
The fo l low i n g t ab le  l i s t s  t h e  n u m ber of tow ns  i n  each s t a le from w h ich 248·1 
covers are k nown : 

S t a t e  'W Covers I Of/ C:o v1·rs S t a t e  5C Co vers 1 0� Covers 

A l abama 5 -I New Hampsh i re 7 2 
Ca l i forn i a  0 I New . J  t'ISe\ · r> ;) 
Con necl in1 t  1 2 -I New Mex ico 0 

De law are 1 0 New Y or k  I I i  Hi 
F lor ida 3 !) Nor th  Caro l i na .�l I 
Georg ia  7 7 O h i o  I ;) 7 
I l l i no i s  3 : >  Oregon () 1 
I nd iana 2 1 Pen n sy lvan ia  1 8  7 
Iowa 2 () R hode I s la nd 2 
Ken tucky  !) 2 Sou t h  Caro l ina  2 -I 
Lou i s i ana 2 2 Tennessee 2 2 

M a i n e  7 4 Texas 1 0 
Mary land 5 4 Vermon t 8 3 
Massa ch usct  t s  1 9  9 Vi rgin i a  8 6 
M ich i ga n  !"> 3 \i\' i scons i n  3 3 
M i ss i s s ippi  0 4 D i s tr i c t  of 

M i ssour i  I 2 Co l um b i a  2 1 

Tota l s  200 1 1 7 

There were twerny - n i ne S ta tes .J u l y 1 ,  1 84 5 ,  and th i rt y -one by .J u ne 30 ,  1 85 1 . 
This  l i s t  i ncl udes uses from t h i r t y  s ta tes  ( none from Arkansas ) ,  two terr i tor i es 

( O regon and N ew Mex i co ) ,  and  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of Co l umbia .  
I f  t h i s  s ubj ec t  i n teres t s  you , ano ther source of  i n form a t ion i s  T h r  C h ro1 1 1clr of 

the  U. S .  Cla.1 .1 ic.1 l.1 .1 u e;, ,  pub l i shed every few mon t h s  by the  U . S .  1 85 1 -60 U n i l . 
I n I ssues No .  45 and 4 6 ,  Creig h LOn H a rt d i scus ses  and i l l us t ra tes De laware 
covers . I n  the  ar t ic le  he I i s  ts th i rteen 5ct  covers and one I Oct cover from four De la 
ware towns .  

[February 22,  1 964] 

149 

See columns of May 9. 1964 {page 95) 
and May 2. 1964 (next page) for 
discussion of California as a US 
"Territory " 
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We Hear From You 

S ince t h e  one of us l ea s t  t ra i ned i n  t h e  a r t  of e loq uen t w r i t i n g  crea tes  a t  l eas t 

ha l f  of t hese col u m n s ,  i t  i s  on l y  n a tura l  t h a t  w h a t  he th i n k s  he i s  wr i t i n g  i s  not  

speci f ica l l y  what  o thers t h i n k  he  i s  say i ng.  W hen you get  th i s .  t h en proceed . 

Referring to the column of February 
15. 1964. (See page 148-9 ) 

As an example ,  t ake  t h e  February 1 5 t h  col u m n  on t h e  5ct and ! Oct 1 84 7 .  
A l ready prepared i s  a col u m n  to  c lar i fy t h e  nex t to  l a s t  paragraph abou t W is

cons in  and Cal i fo rn i a  becom i n g  S t a tes dur i ng the  1 84 7  to  1 85 1  per iod ,  t hereby 
ra i s ing t h e  ques t ion  of  terr i tor i a l  uses .  

Today I was asked two ques t ions ,  one in person by a n  old ph i l a t e l ic fr iend and 
another by mai l  from a new p h i l a t e l i c  fr i end .  M y  old fr i end  asked if  the I i s  t i ng of 
2484 covers i nc l uded all  known covers .  The new fr iend part i cu lar i zed " i f  your 
tabu l a t ion i s  of a l l  the W i scon s i n  5ct  and 1 Oc 1 84 7 covers .  i t  fa l I s  far s hor t  of wha t  
I persona l l y  know abou t . "  

Ar thur  Van V l i s s i ngen con t i n ues :  " I  O\\' n somewh a t  more  t han  t h e  t h ree 

covers of 5<!' 1 847  w h ich appear in your tab le . (A prom i ne n t  col lector) of C h icago 

owns at leas t  three, by my memory. And thne mus t  be n umerous others . . .  

Arthur Van Vlissengen wrote on 1847 
co vers from Wisconsin in the "Chron
icle " for May, 1969 (No 61) and 
February. 1970 (No 65) 

" I  am n o t  so sure a bou t I O ct ;  I own on ly  one ,  two were so l d  i n  an H .  R .  Harmer 
sale abou t M a rch 1 962 , one of  t hese a Terr i tor ia l ,  the on l y  W i scon s i n  Terr i tor ia l  

1 8 ·! 7 I ssue cover t h a t  I know of .  There i s  anot her ! Oct cover i n  t he W i scon s in  
H i s tor i ca l Soc ie ty  arch i ves ,  probab ly  more, bu t I have  seen on ly  one .  H .  R .  

H armer recen t l y so l d  a ! Oct bi sect u sed i n  \Y i scons i n . "  

. , ' 

C. C. H ar t  has wr i t t en  t \\' i cc i n  S t a m p.1 ( N ov .  1 955 a n d  June  1 95 7 ) on 1 847  

cover su rvey s :  one  taken  among 1 42 dea lers and the  o ther  among 80 co l l ectors .  

The cl ea lers rep I icd to  the q ucs t  ion :  · ' How many 1 84 7 covers do you es t i  m a t c s t i  1 1  
ex i s t ? " T h e  low es t i m a t e  was 500 a n d  t he h i gh 75 .000 . The f igun" mos t  often 
chosen was 1 0 ,000 . the second mos t freq u e n t  was 5 ,000 .  Mr.  Hart conc l u ded: 

5 .000 neares t to correc t .  
By  rel a t i ng known cm·ers .  from eleven areas .  t o  s t amps  i s sued to  pos t  off ices i n  

these areas .  M r.  Hart  concl uded a bou t sen·n conTs re m a i ned for c\'ery 1 0 .000 

s tamps i s sued .  El l i o t t  Pern . i n  s t·, ·era l a rt ic l es in P a t  P a ra g ra p h.1 . concl udes 
rough l y  t h a t  one in every 1 .000 H'mai n. l 1 s i n g  the la t t er ra t i o .  abo u t  ·! . 600 wou ld 
rema i n ,  rough h con f i rm ing  Cre i gh t on Hart ' s  earl i er concl us ion .  

[May 2 ,  1 964] 

See page 95 for a discussion of 
"Milwaukie " and "Milwaukee " worded 
postmarks. In the "Chronicle " for 
February. 1970 (No 65). Creighton C. 
Hart discusses Milwaukee postmarks 
of this era and their relationship to 
the territorial and statehood eras. 

Wisconsin became a state on 29 May. 
1848. so Wisconsin Territorial co vers 
from that state exist with 1847 stamps. 
The co ver at  left bears a 35 mm blue 
"Milwaukie " postmark of January 1 
(?) said to be 1848. The co ver belo w 
has a blue 30 mm "Milwaukee " post
mark of Jan 18. 1848. as confirmed 
bv content . 



USA GES ON CO VER FROM VA RIO US TOWNS A ND CITIES 

M ore From Frank Levi ,  Jr.  

Previous  col umns  have presen ted l i s t i ngs of  n u m bers of  5 �  and I O� covers 
tabu la ted by S ta tes of use a n d  tow ns of use w i t h i n  s ta les .  

Our  table th is  week l i s ts  those Low n ,  rai l road,  and  express marks  w h ic h  app('ar 
a t  leas t  ten t i mes in the record.  

Postal  

Marking 

New York , 
N .  Y .  

P h i ladel p h i a ,  
P a .  

Bos ton , M ass .  
B a l t i more , Md.  
S t . Lou i s ,  Mo.  
U . S .  E xp .  

M ai l ,  Boston 
P h i ladel ph i a  

R . R .  

P i t tsbur gh , Pa .  
C i nc i n n a t i ,  

O h i o  
New Haven,  

Con n .  
Char leston , 

S .  C. 
Loui sv i l le ,  Ky . 
Provi dence ,  

R. I .  

M ob i le ,  A la .  
B u ffa lo ,  N.  Y .  
New Orleans ,  

La .  
Detro i t ,  M ich . 

• 

5C 

3 7 6  

1 98 

1 62 

96 

I :> 

22 

32 

22 

9 

23 

1 4  

1 1  

30  

9 

1 6  

1 1  

1 2  

1 0(1 T o t a l  

204 580 

49 247 

83 24:> 

26 1 22 

59 7 1  

3 8  6 0  

9 4 1  

1 2  3 4  

25 34 

I O 33 

1 8  3 2  

2 0  3 1  

0 3 0  

2 1  3 0  

1 2  28 

1 0  2 1 

8 20 

Postal  

M a r k i n g  

R ochester .  
N. Y .  

Hart ford , 

Con n .  
Was h i n gton.  

D .  C .  
C h i cago, I l l .  
H uclson R i ver 

M a i l ,  N .  Y .  
U t ica , N .  Y .  
U . S .  E xp .  

M a i l ,  N .  Y .  
Cle\'c land ,  0 .  
R ichmon cl ,  \'a .  
B i ngham ton,  

N .  Y .  
Ba l t i more R . R .  

Burl i ngton , V t .  
A lbany  & 

Buffa l o  R . R .  
Eas tern R . R .  

Syracuse, N .  Y .  
Mon tgomery , 

A l a .  

Tota l s  

5C1' ! Oct  T o t a l  

1 5  5 20 

1 8  1 9 

1 1  8 1 9  

l:"i 3 1 8  

1 3  5 1 8  

1 7  1 8  

1 3  4 1 7  

1 3  2 1 5  

1 0  5 1 5  

1 4  0 1 4  

1 0  2 1 2  

1 1  1 2  

9 2 1 1  

9 2 1 1  

9 2 I I 

__ 7 3 _l_O 

1 ,252 650 1 , 902 

At left - A 10tt 1847 stamp on a cover postmarked 
aboard a Hudson River steamboat by a Route Agent in 
May, 1849. This Hudson River route agent marking was 
used aboard the steamboats until in 1851 ,  when the 
route was shifted to the railroad along the river so that  
the route could be operated more effectively in winter 
when the river was blocked by ice. 

Both the odd. wa vy lined grid killer and the postmark 
are in red. 

A t  right. A 10tt 1847 s tamp used with the "EXPRESS 
MA/L IN YORK IN Y " route agent markings on A ugust 1, 
1851.  after the 1847 stamps had been demonetized. 
Ho wever. the route agent on the New York to Boston 
route accepted the out-dated stamp for full payment of 
the 3tt postage then required. He probably decided that 
the go vernment had already received 10tt for the 3tt 
worth of  service. 
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This and the following column are 
part of a report on NAPEX of 1964. 
The Classics Society workshop held 
there was the first such covering the 
1847- 1869 range of issues. See the 
column of October 17, 1964 with 
accompanying marginal notes on 
page 9. 

See articles in the "Chronicle " tor 
May. 1968 (No 58) and August. 1976 
(No 91) 

PANAMA 
This cover has the largest multiple 
use of the 10€ 1847 stamp kno wn on 
co ver. ha ving nine copies used to 
pay triple the 30€ "Panama " rate. 

The co ver originated in L ima. Peru 
and was hand carried to Panama. 
where it (and cash tor the postage) 
were given to the U S  Consul and 
Postal Agent there. A.B Corwine. 

Corwine first applied a red "PA N
A MA "  (tracing abo ve) but then. tor 
the triple rate. had to apply stamps 
o ver the marking. 

The cover was sent by U. S. Steamer 
to San Blas. on the Pacific coast of  
Mexico where i t  was sent overland to 
Tepic. Thus. the cover was only in 
the U. S. mails from Panama to San 
Blas and was never in the U. S. mails 
in the United States. 

THE 1847'S 

This  l i s t ing  incl u des town s  from s i x teen s ta tes ( o u t  of t h irty-one poss ib le ) ,  
from two of the  U . S .  E xpress ma i l  c i t i es ,  Bos ton and New York ,  and f i ve ra i l 
road Rou te-Agent marks .  I t  i s  i n teres t i ng that  the n u m ber of covers from Bos ton 
and P h i l adelph ia  are a l most  equ a l ,  wh i l e  New York has more than both  Bos ton 
and P h i lade lphia  and a l most more w i th B a l t i more added . 

I t  seems proper that  S t .  Lou i s ,  Loui sv i l le ,  C i nci n na t i ,  Mobi le ,  and Charles ton 
should have more l O<t ( over 300 m il es )  covers than 5¢ ( under 300 m i les )  bu t a b i t  
unusua l  in  tha t  the  Bos ton lJ .  S .  E xpress M a i l  covers shou l d  be  predo m inant ly  
! Oct and those from New York  and a l l  other rou te agen t  marks  ( ra i lroad ) shou l d  
b e  predom i nant ly  5<t covers . 

[June 6, 1 964] 

Report From N APEX 
The 1 847 Issue 

Al though Creighton H ar t  was Lour ing  Spa i n  d ur i ng NAPEX he reported on 
" U n known and U ni q u e  1 847  Covers " in a wri t ten s t a tement  a l  the Sa turday 
Workshop of the l l .  S. P h i la te l i c  Class ics S oc ie ty .  

Creighton Hart ' s  Report  

In a ser ies  of art ic les  a bo u t  uses of  1 8 ·1 7 covers from Lh t' var ious  s tates ,  ( w h i ch 
art ic les  I a m  wri t ing  for the  C h ro n icle , the J ou rn a l  of the  U . S .  P h i l a te l i c  C las
s i cs Soci e ty ) each denom i nat ion of our first i ssue is cons idered separa te ly .  
T h i rt y - fi ve areas offic ia l l y  recci \·ed a supply  of  the f i ve and Len-cen t s tamps of 
the 1 847  I ssue .  Tlwse th i rt y - f i ve areas i nc l ude th i r ty s ta tes ,  three terr i tor ies ,  the 
D i s tr ict o f  Columbia  and o ur postal agen t in Panama .  

The Sa turday \\'orkshop m igh t be  i n terested in  cons ider i ng u n k nown and 
un i que 1 847  covers f rom a l l  the  areas. Based upon m y  records ,  there a rc three 
areas from wh ich covers rema i n  un known to me: 

5ct · 47  cm·er from W i scon s in  Terr i t ory  
I Oc ' 47  cover from Iowa 
1 0<' ' 4 7  cover from M i n nesota Terr i tory 
From the fol lowi n g  s i x  areas , on ly  one CO\Tr i s  k nown to me: 

One 5ct  '17 cover from Arkansas 

•.  ' \  77----·� �  '::.''/. t .. ' •  

, , "-u· J. -:JI I •.:.. k\ t( . ' ' t( X:�<;·:Y'··X \.· .· . •  .. ••• • -- . ' 
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A t  left. One of the two recorded covers from New Hampshire with a 
complete 10€ 1847 stamp. although nine co vers from the state 
bearing bisected copies are kno wn. 

This co ver was sent from Nashua. NH on September 3. 1847 
Nashua. NH never received a supply of 1847stamps so this stamp 
was brought there from somewhere else. 

A t  right. Sent from Wilmington. Dela ware to England on A ugust 13. 
1847, the 10€ s tamp paid the U. S. postage tor the more than 300 
miles to Boston. where the letter was put aboard a steamer to 
England. The remainder of the postage. a shilling. as indicated by 
the vertical "squiggle " to the left of the s tamp. was collected from 
the addressee at L iverpool. 

This is the only recorded 10€ 1847 co ver from Dela ware. The 
Wilmington post office received but fifty 10C stamps. 

One 5q: ' 4 7  cover from M i ss i s s i p p i  
One 5 q:  ' 4 7  cover from M i n ne so ta Terr i tory 

One l OCi: '47 cover from Delaware 
One l Oq: '-47 cover from New H a mps h i re 
O n e  J Oq: ' 4 7  cover from W i sco n s i n  Terr i tory 
Perha ps t ('n or more I OCi: 1 84 7  b i sect cm·e rs arc k n o\\' n t o  pay t h e  5 Ci:  ra t e  from 

N ew Hamps h i re .  However , on l y one cover i s  k n o w n  w i t h  an e n t i re  l Ocr s tamp.  
A 5<t  '4  7 cover pos t mark( ' d S t .  Pa u I .  M i n neso t a Terr i t or y .  i s  !('po rt ed a s  h a \· i n g  

been " seen " i n 1 92 8 .  I ' d l i ke  to f i n d  o u t  i f  t h i s  w a s  a v i s ion or i f  t h e  cover rea l h· 
s t i l l  ex i s t s .  A I OCi: ' 4 7  cover has ne\' ('I b('e l l  report ( 'cl a l t houg h  a s upp l y o f  tens  was 
sen t t o  S t .  P a u l .  

W i scons i n  Terr i t ory pos tmarks are no t h e l p f u l  i n  determ i n i n g  t e rr i tor i a l  

u s e s .  Her(' W (' m us t  rep ] \' on datel ined l e t ters or  docket ing to determi n e  i f  t he 
cover was used prior to M a y 2 9 ,  1 84 8 ,  the ela te  of s t a tehood . 

' 4 7  cov ers are known from Ca l i fo rn i a .  Ne\\' M ex i co and Oregon b u t  n o  ' 1 7  

s tamps were ever officia l ly sen t th ere . ( E ncl o f  M r.  H a r t ' s  report ) .  

Any add i t i on a l  i n forma t i on tha t  col lectors now h a ve .  or w i l l  l e a rn  abo u t  i n  
t h e  fu ture, should b e  pa s sed on t o  Cre i gh ton H art  fo r  h i s record s .  ( To b e  

con t in ued n e x t  weP h )  

[November 2 8 ,  1 964] 

Creighton Hart's Written Report on the 1 847  Issue a t  N A P EX 
(Cont inued from last w eeh) 

The second condi t ion of the 5<t 1 84 7 p l a te probabl y  poses the mos t unanswer
ed ques tions of our f i rs t  issue .  I t  i s  now bel ieved that  the 5q: pla te was recondi
t ioned by thorough cleani ng, probab ly  w i th s trong chemica l s ,  but the elate this  
was  done i s  unknown .  

Panes of s tamps from the  "cleaned" p la te, as i t  i s  genera l ly referred to ,  prob
abl y  were inc luded in the 5 ,000 panes del i vered by the pri n ters on M arch 20, 

1 849 ,  or were i ncluded among the 5 ,000 panes del i vered on February 5 ,  1 850.  
Five-cen t covers dated from M arch 20, 1 849,  to a few mon ths af ter February 5,  

1 85 0 ,  shoul d  be re-examined caref u l l y  to see i f  they have s tamps w i th a sharp 
dear i mpression .  This is especia l l y  true of  5¢ covers from the l arger c i t ies where 

Nearly all these figures have been 
somewhat increased s ince 1964. 

This co ver has never reappeared. to 
the best of knowledge of the editors 
of the "Chronicle. " 
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The Holly Point, Arkansas postmaster 
of 1851 evidently wasn't a good speller 
or "Holley" was a local name. 

This 5� 1847 cover, used from 
Holly Point. Ark . in 1851 or later. as 
pro ven by the fact the name of the 
office was changed to "Holly Point" 
effective January 13. 1851. 

Holly Point. now a ghost town. 
never received a supply of 1847 
stamps, so the stamps on this co ver 
had to have come from another post 
office. 

THE 1847'S 

the turnover of stamps was  rapid.  
Specia l i s t s  in the 1 84 7  I ssue would  l i ke to learn from these covers , several b i ts 

of in formation such as :  
I .  What  were the f i rs t  shades u sed on the  cleaned p la te?  
2 .  Do types of the fa i r ly  common, A and B ,  occur i n  colors  of  both the original 

and the cleaned plate? 
3.  Do the rare types C & D occur on ly in  co lors o f  the cleaned pla te? 
4. Is the rare " red orange" a color on ly  of  the origina l  or the cleaned p la te? 
5. Were the equal l y  rare, i f  not rarer, " dark o l ive brown "  s tamps prin ted i n  the 

shades only  of the " cleaned" pla te? 

[December 5 ,  1 964] 

Tabulating Known 5¢ and 1 0¢ 1 847 Covers ( I )  

(This column is written in  col laboration with 

C .  C. Hart and Frank Levi,  Jr . )  

Our tabula t ions of the 5¢  and 1 0¢ 1 847  covers from o ther  than the large ci t ies 
of New York, Boston , and Ph i l adelphia con t inue .  We w i l l  go through these by 
states :  

Alabama - 5¢ and 1 0¢ uses are recorded from H u n tsv i l l e ,  Mobi le and Mont
gomery w hich received stamps and 5¢ uses from F lorence and Pra ttv i l l e ,  and a 
1 0¢ use from Col umbia , w hich d id  not .  U ses should be recorded from Auburn,  
Cahaba , Carrol l ton , E u taw ,  Gainesv i l le ,  Greensboro u gh , Marion ,  Tusca loosa, 
Tuscumbia ,  all  of w h ich received both 5¢  arid 1 0¢ 1 847  s tamps.  

Arkansas - Only L i t t le  Rock, Arkadelphia and Doakesv i l le received s tamps.  
Doakesv i l le  was i n  Ind ian Terri tory bu t under Arkansas  for pos tal  admin i s tra
t ion . Cre igh ton Hart ,  a we l l  known s tudenL of the 1 81 7  i s sue wrote  about 1 847  
covers from Arkansas i n  the  December 1 965 i ssue of The C h ronic le of the  U . S .  
Phi late l ic  C lassics Society .  He only  has recorded one 5 ¢  cover, a use  from Hol ley 
Poi nt ,  Arkansas to N ew Orleans .  He records two 1 0¢ covers from L i ll i e  Rock, 
and one from Hot Springs known to El l io t t  Perr y .  At NAPEX,  a 1 0¢ cover from 
Doakesv i l le to New Orleans was shown by G .  S ignore l l i .  

Ca l i forn ia  - Ceded to the U n i ted S ta tes b y  Mexico February 2nd,  1 848 ,  wel 
comed the f irs t  con tract mai l  s t eamer a t  San Franci sco February 28 ,  1 849,  but 
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never was sen t 1 847 s tamps .  
Creighton Har t  l i s t s  three uses .  A cover from the Jessup col lect ion wi th a pen 

cancel led s tr ip of four 1 0¢ 1 847 ' s  from San Franci sco to New York pos tmarked 
January 1 s t ( 1 85 1  ) . 

The 1 9 1 0  Seybold Auction , l o t  #28, descri bes a cover w i th  a b lock of six of 1 0¢ 
and a pai r  of 5¢ from San Franci sco September 9 ,  1 850 to Newark,  New Jersey . 
The le t ter origina ted i n  the Tobago I s lands .  Another pa i r  of 5¢  s tamps or a 
s ingle 1 0¢ mus t  have been removed a s  80¢ pos tage would have been requi red for 
a double rate le t ter. 

A post-demonet iza t ion use in May 1 7  ( 1 856? ) from Tehama , Ca l i fornia  w i th a 
pair  of 5¢ i s  descri bed i n  a J u ly  1 962 art ic le by C. C .  Hart  i n  the  Col lector.1 C lu b  
Phi la te lis t .  

As th i s  series proceeds you may w a n t  to  repor t  a cover . The  essen t i a l  i n forma
t ion is :  date i n  handstamp,  name of  origina t i ng pos t off ice ,  name o f  person to 
whom addressed and des t i nat i o n .  

[November 4 ,  1 967] 

1 847 Use Tabulation II 
In  Collaboration With C. C. Hart and Frank Levi, Jr. 

Our f irs t  column on this subj ec t  d iscussed A labama, Arkan sas ,  and Cal i 
forn ia .  

Twen ty-four Connect icut  pos t off ices received 5 ¢  I 847 ' s  and f i fteen ! 0¢ I 847 ' s .  
U ses of t h e  5¢  m i gh t  exis t  from Col l insv i l le ,  Danbury,  Farm i ngton , L y me, New 
M i l ford, N orwa lk ,  Portersvi l l e ,  Sa l i sbury, Sou t h  Glas tonbury ,  Thompson,  
West Cornwa l l ,  W i l l i ngton,  and  W inchester, a l l  w hich recei ved s tamps .  A use 
from Norwichtow n ,  wh ich d id  n o t  receive s tamps ,  i s  recorded . 

Towns rece iv ing ! 0¢ s tamps n o t  yet  recorded are B ridgeport ,  Col l insvi l l e ,  
Farmi ngton ,  M i ddle town ,  New London ,  New M i l ford, Norwalk ,  Por tersvi l le ,  
Sa l i sbury,  Wal l ingord,  Waterbury a n d  Wes t Cornwa l l .  U ses have been recorded 
from Hartford, New H aven,  Thompson , Windsor H i l l  and Eas t  W i ndsor. The 
last two pos t offices were not suppl ied w i th s tamps .  Our Con nec t icu t specia l i s t s  
can probably add to our records . 

Delaware is one of the s ta tes s tudied by Creighton Har t .  I s sues 45 and 46 of  

155  

A post-demonetization use of a pair 
of5rt 1847stamps. from California to 
Washington. D. C. The co ver was 
mailed on May 12. 1855 or some later 
year. as the 10rt coast-to-coast rate 
didn 't come into being until April of 
that year. 
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For a 10¢ s tamp used on cover from 
Delaware. see page 153. 

See the article by Susan M McDonald 
concerning Capt Swift and his travels 
in the live oak trade. in "Chronicle " 
No. 107 (August. 1980) A lso see the 
"Chronicle " for Oct , 1966 (No. 53. 
page 1 13) and June. 1967 (No 55. 
pages 46-47) for comments on the 
Swift correspondence. 

A 10¢ 1847 co ver sent by Capt. R N  
Swift to Mrs. Swift at North Fairha ven. 
Mass. on May 19. 1851. 

While Florida actually became a 
s tate in 1845. before the 1847stamps 
were issued, the Appalachicola post
mark with its territorial "F T "  desig
nation was continued in use for 
several years afterward. 

THE 1847'S 

Th(' C h ro n icle of the l J .  S .  Ph i l a tel ic Class ics  Society d i scuss t he 1 84 7 ' s  used i n  
Delaware. 

Only the New Cas t l e  and W i l m i ngton pos t  offi ces were i ssued s tamps.  Mr .  
H art  l i s ts  th i r teen uses  of the S<t  from Delaware ;  t en  from W i l m i ngton ,  one each 
from New Cast le ,  Can twel l ' s  Br idge. and S myrna. O n l y  one use of I O<t is re
corded, a W i l m i ngton cover elated 1 3  August  1 847 .  

S ix F lori da post off ices received suppl i es of  1 847  s tamps ;  Apalach ico la ,  J ack
sonvi l le, Key Wes t ,  Qu incy ,  Tal lahassee and Tampa. U ses o f  Set and I O<t covers 
are recorded from a l l  except a I O <t  use from Qu incy . A Set cover is known from 
Madison whose pos t office received no s tamps.  

Four of  the S<t covers bear a s ingle  only  for uses w i t h i n  the s ta te, therefore, n i ne 
covers bore pairs of S<t to pay rate over 300 m i les ,  a l l  bei n g  aclclressecl to des t ina
t ions i n  New York or Connect icut .  

Both Tampa l O<t covers were a clclressecl to Tal lahassee, F lor ida. Only  t he cover 
from Chattahoochee to Fair  Haven ,  M assachusetts come from a pos t o ffice not 
issued stamps .  Covers from Apalachicola and Ta l lahassee were ,  a l so, d i rected to 
R. N.  Swif t  a t  Fair H aven . N i ne of  the e ighteen I Oet covers were pos ted a t  Tal l a
hassee, four  posted a t  Apalach icola ,  and two from Key West .  

Creighton Hart commen t s  "St .  Augus t i ne is  t he o ldes t  town in  the U n i ted 
S ta tes but  no '47  s tamps were sen t there . " No ' 4 7  covers are known from S t. 
Augus t ine .  No '47  covers to Spa i n  from any where are known nor any ' 4 7  covers 
from Florida to a foreign land .  

Can any Connect icu t ,  De laware, or  F lor ida speci a l i s t s  add to our l i s t i ngs? 

[November 1 8, 1 967] 

1 847 Use Tabulat ion III 

In Col laboration With C.  C. Hart and Frank Levi, Jr. 

In t el l i ng on<' of our fr iends abou t our p lans  to w r i te a number of  co lumns 
m-cr a per iod of t i me about the  uses of 5<t  and I Ocr 1 8'1 7 ,  he  t hough t for awh i le and 
then com mented, " How many of your readers wou ld he col l ectors o f  the 1 847 
i ssue? " 

A l l  we can say i s  t ha t  we have had as m uch or more correspondence on th i s  
subj ect t han o ther s u bj ect s d i scus s< 'd .  Our t han ks t o  W i l l i am Al len ,  A lpena , 

Michiga n :  Robert Westa l l ,  Wycoff, New York:  George E. Fickenscher, Rock 
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I s land ,  I l l i nois :  and John Gamm i l l ,  Baldwin P l ace, N ew York. 
Now to correct an error in  our column of November 4th. Our descrip t ion of See page 155 

the Tobago I s land cover bear ing a San Franci sco postmark addressed to Newark, 
New Jersey (Seybold Sale Lot #28 ) said the cover was s tamped w i th a b lock of  six 
of 1 0¢ and a pair of 5¢.  The block of six was of FIVE CENT stamps wh ich w i th 
the pair  of 5¢ s tamps paid the s i ngle  40¢ rate from San Franci sco to the cast coas t . 

[December 23, 1 967] 

1 847 Use Tabulation IV 

In  Collaboration W i th C. C. Hart and Frank Levi ,  Jr.  

Georgia i s  the next s tate on our l i s t. Mr .  E l l io t t  Perry l i s ts n i ne teen Georgia 
towns w h ich received 5¢ s tamps,  a l l  of w h ich  received 1 0'1: stamps except Cuth
ber t .  O f  the 5'1: uses  they are recorded from only seven towns and 1 0'1: from only 
five: Augusta ,  Macon ,  Roswel l ,  and Savannah,  both 5 <.t  and 1 0'1: ;  A t lanta ,  Mari 
et ta ,  M i l ledgev i l le ,  5'1:  on ly :  Col umbus ,  l Ocr on ly .  

U ses of the  Ser are known from Decatur and Sparta ,  who d id  not rece ive 
stamps. The R. H. S w i ft correspondence addressed to No. Fairhaven , Massachu
setts prov ides ten of the twen ty- two 1 0'1: covers l i s ted by Mr .  Hart .  They were 
posted from Columbus  wh ich received stamps and probably provided the 
s tamps on the letters from Ft. Ga i nes,  and O l ive Grove wh ich d id  not receive 
s tamps . Our records can add to th i s  l i s t  an addi t ional  cover da ted March 30, ? 
from O l ive Grove. 

E l l iot t  P erry makes an i n teres t ing observat ion w h i ch probably expla ins  why a 
s ta te of 900,000 people ,  i ssued some 40 ,000 5¢ and 1 0'1: 1 84 7 s tamps ,  does not have 
more covers remain ing in col l ectors '  hands .  

" I f  the Edi tor shou ld  encounter Tecumseh S herman in the hereafter, he would 
l i ke to remind the General that  there m ight be more 1 847  s tamps  on Georgia 
covers for ph i la te l i s t s  to enjoy now,  had there been less marching,  etc . , by Sher
man ' s  soldiers i n  Georgia  during the Con federate unpleasan tness . " 

Have you seen 1 84 7  covers from any of the fol low i ng towns w hich rece ived 
stamps? - Clarksv i l le ,  Cuthbert ,  Dal ton , E l berton,  Gr i f f in ,  Knoxvi l le, 
M adison , Monticel lo ,  Perry , T homaston,  and ·wash ington. 

[February I O, 1 968] 
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For a more detailed commentary on 
1847 co vers from Georgia. see the 
article by Creighton C. Hart in the 
"Chronicle" for June, 1967 (No. 55). 

A ctually, more !Ort rated covers should 
remain, proportionately, if this is true, 
as covers rated !Ort should have been 
mostly mailed to locations outside 
the s tate of Georgia 

A 5rt 1847 stamp used from A ugusta, 
Georgia on January 8, 1862, when 
that state was a part of the Con
federacy' 

Just as with most post-demoneti
zation uses under the Federal Post 
Office Department. the s tamp was 
apparently accepted as paying the 
Confederate postage. 
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As of 1981, some five covers from 
Indianapolis with 1847 stamps h a ve 
been recorded This includes the !Ort 
1847co ver in the Da vid Baker collec
tion. to date. the only !Ort recorded, 
sho wn below. 

For a more detailed co verage of 1847 
co vers from Indiana. see Chapter VII 
in Volume II o f  J. David Baker's "The 
Postal History of  Indiana. " This chap
ter. written by Creighton C. Hart. starts 
on page 709. 

A !Ort 1847stamp. with double trans
fer type "C " on a co ver from India
napolis to Vermont. The postmark is 
traced, belo w. 

THE 1847'S 

1 847 U se Tabulation V 
I n  Col laboration With C. C. Hart and Frank Levi, Jr. 

In 1 84 7  I ndiana ' s  popu la t ion was greater than Georgia ' s  900,000 by less than 
1 03 but received 1 03 fewer 1 847  postage stamps issued to seven teen of i ts post  
offices. Three of these-Goshen,  Rushv i l le ,  and Wash ington-received no 1 0¢ 
s tamps .  

In sp i te of Georgia ' s  problem of the War Between the S ta tes ,  there are fewer 
covers remain ing from I ndiana ,  than Georgia !  Uses of the 5¢ and 1 0¢ are 
recorded from Evansv i l l e ,  Lafayet te ,  and N ew Albany and  5¢ uses on ly  from Fort 
Wayne and Greensburg. 

Approxi ma tely one t h i rd of all  1 847  stamps i ssued wen t to the I ndianapo l i s  
pos t office, ye t  the  f i r s t  cover pos tmarked I ndianapo l i s  i s  ye t  to be  recorded. 

Post offices which recei ved s tamps from which no cover has been recorded are: 
Cam bridge, Crawfordsv i l le ,  Frank l in ,  Goshen , I nd ianapol i s ,  Lawrenceburgh,  
Madison ,  Noblesv i l le ,  R i chmond,  Rushv i l le, Terre Hau te, V i ncen nes, and 
Washin gton.  

Nine 5¢  covers and five I 0¢ covers have been recorded . E l l iott  Perry comment 
ed  i n  1 936 that  "apparen t ly , i t  w i l l  be  a long t ime  before twen ty covers are 
rernrded . "  Thirtv - two years la ter his prophecy i s  s t i l l  va l id .  

E l l io t t  Perry wrote a bout  1 8·1 7 s t amps sen t  to  I nd iana  i n  Pat Paragra p h.1 ,  No. 
26 Apri l 1 936 .  

[February 24, 1 968] 

.. 

1 847 Use Tabulation VI 

In Col laboration With C. C. Hart and Frank Levi, Jr. 

E l l io t t  Perry ment ions  in Pat Pa ragrap hs No. 29, p .  792,  that " i n  1 850 I l l i no i s  
was  t he 1 1 th s ta te  w i th 85 1 ,470 peop le  - sl ight ly  fewer than were i n  North 
Caro l ina .  Only 1 1  }'2 s tamps per year for each thousand people  were used in 
I l l ino i s  wh i l e  the 1 84 7  i ssue was curren t and nearly ha l f  the total  i s  cred i ted to 
Ch icago . "  

Bot h 5¢  and 1 0¢ 1 84 7  s tamps were i ssued to t h e  fol low i ng eigh teen ( 1 8 ) offices :  
Belvidere, Chicago ,  D ixon ,  Farm i ngton ,  Ga lesburgh , J acksonv i l l e ,  Jerseyv i l le ,  
Jol ie t ,  K noxv i l l e, Mo l ine ,  O ttawa , Peki n ,  Qu incy , Rockford, St .  C harles,  Shaw-
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neetown, Springfield,  and Waukegan. Only  the 5¢ was issued to H i l l sborough. 
We have l i s ted 5¢  covers from s ix  I l l inois  towns :  Aurora ( I )  (wh ich did not 

receive s tamps ) ,  Chicago ( 1 6 ) ,  Farmington ( I ) , Jol ie t  ( I ) , Qui ncy ( 2 ) ,  Waukegan 
( 2 ) .  The N. D.  E lwood correspondence to Jo l iet con ta ins  s ix  of the Chicago u ses.  

The 1 0¢ i s  known used from seven I l l i nois  towns :  Carmi ( 1 )  ( received no 
s tamps ) ,  Chicago ( 3 ) ,  J acksonvi l l e  ( I ) , O t tawa ( I ) , Shawneetown ( 3 ) ,  Spring
field ( I ) , Waukegan ( 2 ) .  

A set o f  5¢ a n d  1 0¢ uses from Waukegan has brought a s u b s  t a n  t i  a l  price each 
t ime it has been sold.  One of  the I 0¢ covers bears a s tr ip of  four ,  whose plate 
pos i tions are 1 1  to 1 4L.  A set of  5¢  and 1 0¢ covers addressed to M i tche l l  at 
Sprakers Basin ,  N. Y. i s  know n .  

I n  1 850 Iowa had a popu la t ion o f  1 92 ,2 1 4  people .  "The rat io of s tamps to 
populat ion ,  34 per 1 ,000 for four years, or about 8 s tamps per thousand people 
per year, was about the same as  in N ew Jersey and I ndiana. " Pat Paragraphs N o. 
35 ,  p. 1 209. 

A l l  of the fol lowing Iowa post offices received both 5<r  and 1 0¢ s tamps : Bur
l ington, Dubuque, Fairfie ld ,  Farmington, Keokuk,  and Moun t  P leasan t .  1 847  
covers from Iowa are exceedingly  scarce. N o  1 0¢ covers have been recorded by  us ,  
bu t three 5¢ covers ,  one from each of the  fol lowing  towns :  Bur l ington , Fort 
Madison and McGregor ' s  Landing. 

[May 1 8, 1968] 

At right: From Burlington, Iowa, Dec. 14, 1850, to Boston. 
Prepaid by a pair of 5¢ 1847stamps. As recorded by C. C 
Hart in 1970, there were no covers known from Iowa 
bearing 10¢ 1847 stamps, although 1650 10¢ stamps 
were shipped to Io wa post offices. 
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For more details on 1847 stamps used 
from Iowa, see the "Chronicle" for 
November, 1970 (No. 68) 

Also see page 161 for a report of a 
cover from Keokuk. Iowa with 1847 
stamps. 

At left. A 5¢ 1847 stamp on an 1850 folded letter from 
Chicago. The Chicago postmark is in red with a matching 
grid killer just tying the stamp. An illustration of this 
co ver was once used on a Christmas card by Saul 
Newbury, probably in the 1950's. 

1 847 Use Tabulation VII 
In Collaboration With C. C. Hart and Frank Levi, Jr. 

E l l iot t  P erry ' s  Pat  Paragrap hs No. 28 ,  p.  729, d iscusses the stamps i ssued to the 
s tate of Kentucky . 

"Kentucky - popul ation 982,405 and hav ing s l i gh t l y  fewer people than Ten
nessee, Massachusetts or Ind iana - was the eighth s tate in I 850 .  The average u se 
of the 1 847 stamps there - 82 s tamps i n  four years for each thousand people (20Yz 
per thousand per year) - approaches that  of  Maine and New Hampshire ( popu
l ation 90 1 ,0 1 0) combined. " 

L i s ted are eleven post offices which received both 5 ¢  and I 0¢ s tamps:  Bards
town , Bowling Green, Covington,  Frank fort ,  H ickman, Hopkinsv i l le ,  Lexing
ton, Louisville, Maysvi l le ,  M ou n t  S terl ing, and Par i s .  
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Which is to say. of the four L ouisiana 
to wns from which 5� 1847 co vers are 
kno wn. the 1847 stamps were sent to 
the post offices of but two of them. 

THE 1847'S 

Five-cent  uses are recorded from Bards town ( 1 ) ,  Hopkinsv i l le ( I ) , Lexington 
( I ) , Lou i sv i l le ( I  I ) , a l l  of  wh ich received s tamps, and R ushvi l l e  and Taylors
v i l le which did not. A number of these covers have pai rs o f  5ct stamps to pay the 
rate for des t inat ions over 300 mi l es d i s tant :  Ph i l adelphia ,  New York, and 
Mobi le .  

The ten-cent uses are recorded from j u s t  two towns :  Hopki nsvi l l e  ( 5 ) ,  some 
from the Pal frey correspondence, and all  addressed to New O rleans ;  and Louis
v i l le (20 ) .  

O n l y  one o f  these covers i s  a pair (45 -55L )  "STEAM " to N e w  Orleans .  
E l l io t t  Perry ment ions " a  cover w i th a block of four ( ! )  u sed from S tamping 

Grounds,  Kentucky i s  the sort of th ing col l ectors dream about . " However, he 
didn ' t  say whether the b lock  was 5ct or ! Oct .  

The Ken tucky col l ectors shou ld  be  ab le  to  he lp  us add to  our  l i s ting. 

[June l ,  1 968] 

1 847 Use Tabulation VIII 

In  Collaboration With C.  C. H art and Frank Levi,  Jr.  

U n l i ke Ken tucky , the recorded Louis iana covers using 5 ct  s tamps abou t equal  
those us ing the I 0¢,  bu t many 5¢ covers are mul t iple  uses  of  the 5¢  s tamp.  S tamps 
were i ssued to five Lou is iana pos t offices :  Baton Rouge,  Frank l in ,  M i nden , New 
Orleans ,  and Plaquem ine .  Ten-cen t uses are recorded from a l l  towns  but  Pla 
quemine,  bu t 5ct  uses on ly  from Frank l in  and New Orleans .  The 5 ct  i s  a l so  re
corded from Thibodeaux and Harri sonburg. 

In 1 859 N ew Orleans w as a ci ty of 1 1 6 , 375  and had a l i t t l e  over 20 percent  of the 
popu lat ion of the state .  It was a very i mportant  business cen ter for the sh ipping 
in teres ts both on the inland waterways and overseas.  Therefore, most  of the mai l  
was busi ness mai l .  N ew O rleans received 95 percent  of L ou i s iana ' s  5 ¢  s tamps 
and 98 percent  of the 1 0¢ s tamps.  The recorded uses are a bout  80 percent  from 
New Orleans .  See E l l iou Perry ' s  Pat Paragraphs No.  1 4 , page 3 1 8 . 

I n  Ma ine 5 ct  s tamps were i s sued to 1 9  offices and 1 0¢ to a l l  bu t North Anson 
and P h i l l ips .  Almost seven t imes as many 5ct s tamps were d i s tr i bu ted to Maine  
post offices as 1 0¢ ,  ye t  the n u m ber of recorded covers are  abou t even ly d i s tr i bu ted 
between 5¢ and ! Oct .  Port land was issued 55% of the 48 ,600 5ct s tamps and 20% of 

Most mails brought into New Orleans before the mid-
1850's were brought there by boat. Some of the boats 
had contracts to carry mail. many didn't. The co ver a t  
left. t o  Stratford. Conn. . bears the "STEAM"  marking 
applied at New Orleans to co vers brought in by boats 
without a mail contract. 

At right. This co ver. bearing a 1M 1847stamp and datelined 
at Galveston. Texas, No v 1 1. 1848. was handed aboard a 
New Orleans bound Gulf steamer having a contract to carry 
mail in closed bags. When the s teamer reached New Orleans. 
the New Orleans post office paid a 1� WA Y fee to the boat. 
which was added to the postage as a collect charge. The 
"WA Y/ 1 1/CENTS " marking. applied by the New Orleans 
post office. probably was for an additional 10� due for an 
o verweight letter carried o ver 300 miles. plus the way fee. 



USES FROM LOUISIA NA A ND MAINE 

the l 0¢ s tamps. 
F ive-cent covers are known u sed from Augus ta ,  Bangor, Cala i s ,  Eas tport, 

G ardiner, Machias ,  and Port land,  who had s tamps;  and Be l fast ,  Brunswick,  
Hol lowel l ,  and Kennebun k  which did not. 

Ten-cen t uses are known from Eas tport, Gardi ner, and P ort land,  w ho had 
s tamps;  and Brunswick ,  wh ich did not .  Gard iner is famous for the bisects from See page 1 74. 

the Evans Correspondence which accou n ts for the large numbers recorded com-
pared to only one from Port land.  

E l l io t t  Perry comments ,  " Mary land, wi th  the same popu la t ion,  used four 
t imes as many stamps,  due, no doubt,  to the extens i ve correspondence from i ts 
l arge ci ty ,  Ba l t imore . "  

D o  the Loui s iana and Maine special i s ts have anyth i ng lo add? 

U une 22, 1 968] 

M ore Collectors Heard From 

Our thanks to Wal ter E. S now , Cas t le ton, Vermon t 05735 , for report ing a 5¢ 
1 84 7 use from Seneca Fa l l s ,  New York, June 1 7 , 1 85 l addressed to Mrs. Margaret 
F. L. Kerr in N ew burgh , New Y ork.  

We are much i n terested i n  a report from Carl H. Menke, 1 220 Des Moines 
S treet, Keokuk ,  Iowa, who reports there is a cover posted from Keokuk w i th a 
pair  of 5¢ 1 84 7 s tamps.  S ince th i s  i s  a cover of another Iowa col l ector, perhaps he 
may read our column and send us addi t ional  i n formation abou t  the cover. 

D i l l ion S. Turney, Fairfie ld ,  Iowa 52556 wri tes :  " Having been born i n  Fair
field ,  Jefferson Coun ty ,  Iowa, and res i ded there for most of 50 years , I was q u i te 
interested in your art icle - regarding the u se of the 5¢  and l 0¢ 1 84 7 s tamps from 
Iowa.  I have never seen any u se of the 1 847 ' s  from Fairf ield,  or any other Iowa 
c i ty .  In fact, I find that the use of 1 85 1  i s sue i s  scarce from Fairfield.  I have a 
number of s tampless covers from Fairfie ld  commencing i n  1 843  and carry ing on 
i n to the l 850 ' s ,  so i t  appears that  s tampless  markings were u sed throughout 
much of this per iod and it was not un t i l  about  1 85 7  that any of  the '57 issue 
appear on several covers of this area. 

"I thought it m i gh t  be of i n teres t to set forth  the popul at ion of Jefferson 
County ,  Iowa, (of which Fairf ield i s  the county seat and l arges t  c i ty )  and of the 
S tate of Iowa as a whole for the years from 1 840 to 1 860. The table shows these 
popu lat ion figures: 

Year Fairfield Jefferson Iowa 

City County 

1 840 n . a .  2 , 780 43 ,  1 1 4 
1 844 n . a .  5 , 694 75 , 1 52 
1 84 7  n . a .  8 , 463 1 1 6, 65 1 
1 850 909 9 ,904 1 9 1 , 982 
1 852 n . a .  1 0 ,225 230, 7 1 3  
1 854  1 ,0 1 3  l l , 1 1 7 326, 0 1 3  
1 860 1 ,692 1 5 ,038 674 ,9 1 3  

"The Fairfield post office was opened as 'Jefferson'  on 2 M arch 1 839; the name 
was changed to Fairfield on 25 May 1 839.  Henry P i tzer was the f irs t  Postmaster 
and also served as Clerk of the County cour t  during the ear ly  organ iz ing days of 
the ci ty of Fairfield.  

"The above in formation i s  bel ieved to be rel iable ,  as  i t  i s  taken from Charles ] .  
Fu l ton ' s  H istory of Jefferson  County ,  publ i shed i n  1 9 1 4 , a n d  also from W i l l iam 
]. Peterson ' s  The Story Of Iowa, publ i shed in 1 952 . " 

Uuly 20, 1 968] 
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Mr. Hart wrote again about 1847 
co vers from Maryland in the "Chron
icle " tor November. 1981 (No 1 12). 

WAY 5 

THE 1847'S 

1 847 Use Tabulation IX 

I n  Col laboration Wi th C. C. H art and Frank Levi, Jr.  

Mary land i s  our next s ta te .  E l l io t t  Perry in  Pat Paragraph:, #I 0 ,  P. 2 1 0 , l i s ts 51/: 
stamps i ssued to Annapol i s  ( 3600 ) ,  Ba l t imore ( 1 55 ,500 ) ,  Ches tertown ( 300) ,  
Cumberland ( 6600 ) ,  Darl i n gton ( 200 ) ,  E l l icot t ' s  M i l l s  (200 ) ,  L i t t le  Gunpowder 
( 400 ) ,  Mount  Savage (400 ) ,  W i l l iamsport  (300) .  We have recorded one use from 
Annapol i s ,  numerous ( over I 00) from B a l ti more, s ix  from Cumberland;  a l l  these 
pos t offices were issued s tamps ;  one from Sandy S prings ,  w h ich had no s ta mps.  

The I OI/: s tamps were i s sued to Annapo l is ( 750 ) ,  Ba l t imore (32 ,800 ) ,  Ches ter
town (50 ) ,  Cumberland ( 75 0 ) ,  E l l icot t ' s M i l l s  ( 50 ) ,  and W i l l iamsport ( 50 ) .  One 
use from Annapol is ,  over 30 from Bal t i more, two from Cumberland who had 
stamps, and one from Frederick which did not .  

Do you M ary land specia l i s ts have uses from towns that  we have not l i s ted? 
Most of these probably would  be manuscript .  

My records of 5¢ Bal t i more show uses to Austr ia ,  Germany ,  and England,  and 
to Mt.  Lebanon and Cinc innat i ,  O h io;  Jonesboro , Tennessee, and Detroi t ,  
Michigan .  

Two correspondences furn ish a number of 1 0¢ covers, the l arges t to  McDaniel 
& Lee in  Lynchburg, V i rgi n ia ,  and the Finck correspondence to Somerset ,  Oh io. 

Creigh ton Hart wrote on 1 84 7  uses from Maryland in  the February 1 965 issue 
of The C h ro n icle of the U . S .  Ph i la te l ic  Clas s ics Society. He says :  " The f irst  sh ip
ment of s tamps wen t to Ba l t i more on J u ly 1 6 , 1 84 7 . "  He had not recorded a use 
prior to September 30th .  Our  records show 5¢ August 2 1 s t ,  August 29th ,  and 
September 9th, 1 847 uses . 

I n  1 850 Ba l t imore ' s  pop u l ation of 1 69 ,054  was 293 of the S tate of Mary land's  
popu la t ion ; 933 of the s tamps were i s sued to Bal t imore. In Apr i l  1 932 ,  E l l iott 
Perry es t imated 1 50 to 200 five cent  Ba l t imore covers ex is t  and thir ty to forty I OI/: 
covers . Th irty-s ix years further along and several hundreds of auction cata logs, 
your ed i tors would double h i s  five cen t es t imate, but not change his I OI/: cover 
est imate .  

The cance l l ing of le t ters in  the Ba l t i more pos t  office was not done w i th care,  so 
that wel l s truck , well  inked pos tmarks are unusua l .  This was part icular ly  true 
of the smal l  round circu lar mark used on prin ted c ircu lars .  

(August 3 ,  1 968] 

Belo w. A 5€ 1847 red brown on an envelope (with a Blood 's 
Dispatch Pre-Paid One-Cent hands tamp) directed to Virginia 
from Philadelphia. There, the letter was put aboard a 
Baltimore steamboat with a mail contract. A route agent 
may ha ve applied the MIS "Due 5" and the faint (see 
tracing) red "WA Y  5 "  The co ver was postmarked a t  
Baltimore with a c. d. s. and "10's " canceling the stamp. The 
10€ rate. with 5€ due may be due to double weight or for 
carriage in the mails just over 300 miles. 

•• ' ' 
, L  

• == . .  /'1"'� ./. �,A, . 
!_,, � ���� �r l #;,"7� 

. �  ... -/-< 
Above. A 5€ 1847 stamp on a co ver given a route agent. probably in 
1847 or 1848. aboard the cars of the Baltimore R H  (Baltimore to 
Philadelphia). L oose letters given the route agent were put in a 
"through " bag at the end of the route. Philadelphia. 

The "NEW- YORK/2 cts " was probably a collect go vernment carrier 
tee charged tor delivery to the addressee by standing order. Since 
most New York City deliveries were then by private carriers using local 
s tamps. these are quite uncommon 



SHIPMENTS OF 1847 STAMPS TO THE LA R GE EASTERN CITIES 

1 847 Use Tabulation X 
In  Collaboration Wi th C. C. H art  and Frank Levi,  Jr. 

Creigh ton Han in his Mary land art ic le in the February 1 965 C h ro n ic le 
commen ts ,  "New York, Pennsylvania ,  M assachuseus, and M aryland were the 
big four s lates as far as 1 84 7 were concerned. These four s lates received more t han 
lwo- lh i rds of all  s tamps lhal  were sh ipped during the entire four years the 
s tamps were val id . " 

New York 
Pennsy lvania 
Massach use us  
Mary land 
Total  4 S tates 
Grand total shipped 

5¢ 

1 , 4 1 0 ,990 
523 ,900 
523 , 800 
1 67 ,500 

2 ,626, 1 90 
3 , 7 1 2 , 000 

J O¢ 

366,800 
88,530 
45 ,200 
34 ,500 

535 ,030 
89 1 ,000 

' '] ust as  the big four s ta tes dominate  s ta te postmarks,  covers from four ci t ies  in 
these four s la tes predom inate. N ew York C i ty ,  P h i ladelphia ,  Boston and Ba l t i 
more are  the  postmarks mos t  frequen t l y  found w i th ei ther denomi nat ion of  
s tamps . This  i s  nol  surpr is ing when we real ize that  over ha l f  of  the  1 84 7  s tamps 
ever prin ted were shipped to these four  ci t ies :  

5¢ 1 0¢ 

New York 930,000 295 ,000 
Phi ladel phia 462 ,000 77 ,000 
Bos ton 40 1 , 000 4 1 ,000 
Bal l i  more 1 55 , 000 32,800 
Total to 4 c i t ies 1 , 948 ,000 445 ,800 

S ince a l l  1 847 covers from these four c i t i es were postmarked w i th a handstamp 
and are not  rare, more of them show up for auction than their rea l proport ion to 
total  covers . Manuscr ipt  cancel led covers do not do wel l a t  auction.  They are 
general ly nol photographed or described w i th  precis ion in the auct ion cata
logues, so these i tems are hard lo record. 

S pecia l i s ts in  uses from certain sla tes would be l i kely to have more complete 
l i s t ings of uses from sma l l  communi ties us ing manuscr ip t  cancels .  

[August 1 7, 1 968) 

A 5¢ 1 847 Use From Sherwoods, New York 

K .  A .  Kroeger of Shortsvi l le ,  N ew York reported this use lo me.  The 5¢ s tamp is 
manuscr ipt  cancel led in  a grid .  The hands lamp is a blue s tenci l in  half circle ,  the 
dale of September 9 en tered in  manuscr ipt The cover is from the M ary K.  
Thomas correspondence addressed lo Macedon ,  Coun ty Wayne ,  S ta le of  N ew 
York. 
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Mr.  Kroeger has wri uen th i s  u p  as fo l lows:  " B l ue s tenci l in form of a n  arc; See next page for an illustration of 

eviden t ly  made by cu l l ing off the lower pan of  the Sherwood ' s  Corners circle this co ver. 

s tenci l .  This  i s  a very rare marking,  and especia l ly  so w i th a 5¢ 1 84 7  s tamp.  
"There i s  no evidence of the S herwoods office having a s tock of 1 84 7 s tamps .  

The logica l explanation i s  that someone vis i t ing there used th i s  one ,  probably lo 
the confusion of the Sherwoods Postmas ter, as i t  would upset  h i s  bookkeeping 
records .  

"As Sherwood' s Corners became Sherwoods between 1 84 7 and 1 850,  the a bove 
cover is a very fine example of the u se of  the new name. 

"The Sherwoods pos t office was d iscont inued November 30, 1 9 1 4 . S herwoods 
was j us t  a smal l  seulemenl on the road from Auburn,  New York lo I thaca, N ew 
York . "  

Uune 29, 1 968] 
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This co ver. description of which is on 
the previous page, may be the only 
U. S. 1847 cover with a stencil type 
postmark. 

THE 1847'S 

1 847 Use Tabulation XI 
I n  Collaboration W ith C. C. H art  and Frank Levi, Jr. 

Boyd Stut ler of Char les ton , West V irgin ia ,  reports  to your edi tors on a 5 ¢  u se 
from Charlestown ,  V i rginia ,  now Charles Tow n ,  West V irgin ia .  He wondered i f  
h e  had mi ssed the V irgin ia  l i s t ing .  No,  M r .  S tu t ler,  you have not m issed V ir
ginia  because we have been proceeding through the s ta tes a lphabetica l l y .  Bu t  
s i nce 1 9  s tates have ye t  to  be  reported f irs t  before V i rgi n ia ,  we dedicate th i s  
column to V i rginia  uses . 

E l l io t t  Perry reports i n  Pat  Paragraph  No.  7 ,  p. 1 42 ,  that 2 1  V irgin ia  post 
offices received 54 ,800 5¢ 1 847  s tamps and 20 post offices received 1 7 , 780 1 0¢ 
stamps. U ses of the 5¢ have been recorded from R ichmond ( 30 ,300 ) ,  Norfo lk  
( 9200 ) ,  Whee l i ng ( now West  V i rginia ,  3400 ) ,  Char les town (2500 ) ,  Petersburgh 
( 1 500) ,  Lynchburg ( 800 ) ,  U n ivers i ty of V i rgi n ia  ( 400 ) ,  Fredericksburg (200 ) ,  and 
Alexandria ,  C l arksv i l le and Fincast le which received none. Twelve towns ,  
namely Cabel l Court House (200 ) ,  Clarksbur g (200 ) ,  Farmv i l le ( 200 ) ,  Guyan
dotte (200 ) ,  H arpers Ferry (600 ) ,  Kanawha Court House ( 1 1 00 ) ,  Mart ins burgh 
(200 ) ,  Portsmouth ( 600 ) ,  S m i thfield (200 ) ,  S taunton ( 400) ,  Theological Sem i 
nary (300 ) ,  Wel l sburgh ( 800 ) ,  and Winchester ( 1 500 ) are yet t o  b e  recorded . 

As to the 1 0¢ we have uses from Richmond ( 1 1 , 200 ) ,  N orfo lk  ( 2800 ) ,  Wheel ing 
( 1 300 ) ,  Petersburgh ( 500 ) ,  Port smou th ( I  00 ) ,  Kanawha Court  House ( 600 ) ,  
Universi ty of V i rginia (200 ) ,  Charlestown (50 ) ,  and O rwel l  ( 0 ) .  Yet  to  be  reported 
are: Cabe l l  Court House ( 30 ) ,  Clarksburg ( 50 ) ,  Farmvi l l e  ( 50 ) ,  Guyandotte ( 50 ) ,  
Harpers Ferry ( 50 ) ,  Lynchburg ( 1 00 ) ,  Mart in sburgh ( 1 00 ) ,  Smi thfie ld (50 ) ,  
S taun ton (50 ) ,  Theological Semi nary ( 1 00 ) ,  Wel l s  burgh ( I  00 ) ,  W inchester ( I  00) .  

No s ingle correspondence h a s  furni shed more than one o r  two o f  these covers .  
E l l iott Perry comments ,  " I n  1 850 the popu la t ion of Virgi n i a  was 1 ,42 1 ,66 1 ,  of 

w h ich about  900,000 were w h i te and 50,000 were free colored. The supply of 1 84 7  
s tamps, 72 ,580 w a s  proport ionately much les s  than in  Vermon t ,  where 60 ,475 
s tamps were on sale at 24 offices for a popu la t ion of 3 1 4 , 1 20 .  The comparison 
may indicate less letter mail per capita in  V i rgi n i a ,  or a h igher proport ion of 
prepaid ,  s tamped mail from Vermont . " 

[September 1 4 ,  1 968] 



USA GES FROM VIRGINIA 

A t  right: One of but two recorded 
co vers bearing a 5¢ 1847 stamp with 
the Wheeling. Va. red "control" grid. 
The "PAID" handstamp just tying the 
stamp and the Wheeling postmark of 
January 22 (1848) are both in blue. 

A t  right.· One of the four kno wn 
recorded covers bearing the 10¢ 1847 
stamp with the red Wheeling grid 
(together with other postmarks). The 
full grid cancel tying the stamp to the 
co ver is in blue. 

The Wheeling control mark or "pre
cancel" was made by neatly hand
stamping a circular red seven bar 
grid precisely at the center of each 
block of four in the sheets before 
they were cut apart (see drawing at 
left). 

Since these stamps. on most of the 
few co vers kno wn. have additional 
cancellations. the red grids are con
sidered to be control marks rather 
than precancels. 

These control grids were in use 
from as early as September. 1847 
until at least March, 1848. 

,,p . 0 
y �  
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At left: These two stamps. bearing 
the Wheeling red grid and other 
postmarks. are recognized as bein.g 
with the Wheeling type control gnd 
because of the precision of the strikes. 
the somewhat distinctive shade of 
red ink. and the presence of the other 
postal markings on the stamps. 
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1 847 I ssue XII  
In Collaboration With C. C. Hart and Frank Levi ,  Jr .  

This  week i t  i s  Massachusetts ,  the s ix th  mos t populous s ta te, 994 ,5 1 4  i n  1 850. 
The rat io of usage of s tamps,  if all had been sold,  was the h i ghes t of all s tates .  
Bos ton accounted for 773 of the entire supply, so covers from Boston are 
avai lable .  

Now for a tabu lat ion from E l l io t t  Perry ' s  Pat Paragraphs No. 25 ,  p .  630 of 
town suppl ied stamps.  

( ) = number of covers recorded; none if  none show n :  

Town 5¢ 1 0¢ Town 5¢ 1 0 ¢  

Amesbury 400 50 New Bedford 5 ,400(4 )  1 00( 1 )  
Bernards town 300 Newburyport 400( 1 )  
Boston 40 1 ,000( 1 62 )  4 1 ,000(83 ) Newton 
Brewster 200 Centre -( I )  
Bridgewater -( 1 )  Northampton 1 5 ,000(4 )  
Cambridge 2 ,900( 5 )  400( 1 )  North 
Cambridge- Brookfield 1 , 1 00( 1 )  1 00 

port 600( 1 )  Northfield 400 1 00 
Charlestown 1 , 800 200 Norton 500 
Chicopee 1 ,000( 1 )  1 00 Oxford 900 50 
Chel sea 600 50 P i t tsf ield 5 ,500( 1 )  50 
Concord 500 P l ymouth 400 1 00 
East  Quincy -( I ) 

Abington 400 Roxbury 1 , 200 1 00( 1 )  
East Salem -( I ) -( 1 )  

Brookfield -( I ) Southampton -( 1 )  
Eas thampton - ( 5 )  Southbri dge 600 
Edgartown 300 1 00 South 
Fa l l  R iver -(3 ) Reading 200 50 
Fi tchburg -( 1 )  South 
Great Weymou th 400 

Barr ington 4 , 200 500 Spri ngfi e ld 24 ,000(3 )  400( 1 )  
Greenfield 4 ,000 1 00 Taun ton 500( 1 )  1 00( 1 )  
Groton 600 Wal tham 1 ,000 
Harvard 300 West 
K ingston -(2 )  Boyls ton 500 150 
Lawrence 2 ,000( 1 )  500 West 
Lee 2 , 700 1 00 Brookfield -( I ) 
Leom ins ter 500 Westfield 600 200 
Lowel l 3 ,000 West 
Marblehead 300 1 00 F i tchburg -( I )  
Medfield 200 West 
Middle- S tockbridge -( 1 )  -( 1 )  

borough 1 .000 50 W i l braham 400 
M i l lbury 4 00( 1 )  50 W inchendon 600 
Nantucket 600( 1 )  1 00 Worces ter 34,200(3) 400 
Nat ick -( 1 )  TOTAL 523 , 800(209) 45 ,200(9 1 )  

Herc i s  a real opportun i ty for Massachuse t t s  col lectors to add to our l i s t i ngs. 
P lease let us hear from you. 

[October 5,  1 968] 



USES FROM MASSA CHUSETTS A ND MICHIGA N 

We H ear From Our Readers 
Massachusetts 

After our column on 1 84 7  u ses from Massachusetts ,  we heard from H. Morgan 
Ry ther of Belchertown ,  Massachusetts who reports that h i s  col lect ion was sold 
by Sam Paige i n  Apr i l  1 960. I t  con ta ined two uses of 5<t and one l O<t from North
ampton.  The l O<t i s  the firs t I O<t 1 847  u se recorded by us .  

Also reported and not prev ious ly  recorded by us ,  are u ses of  5<t  1 847 from 
Amherst and Ware. A Boston and A l bany 1 849 use not t ied from Ches ter V i l lage 
to Hartford,  Connect icu t .  

Mr .  Ryther cal l ed our a t tent ion to two 5<t Springfie ld ,  M assachusetts covers 
sold on October 22, 1 968, at a S i egel auction. 

M. Abbott Chase of Granby ,  Connecticu t ,  reports  a 5<t 1 84 7  use  from West 
S tockbridge, M assachusetts on October 1 2 , (? )  to East Haddam, Ct .  

[November 23 ,  1 968] 

1 847 Issue XIII 
In Collaboration With C. C. Hart and Frank Levi, Jr. 

M i chigan i s  next on our l i s t .  The last article on the subj ect  to our knowledge is 
C. C.  Har t ' s  in Issue No. 47  J une ,  1 964 of The C h ron ic le of the U . S .  P h i late l ic  
C lass ics Society. 

The fol lowing l i s t ing  of  town s  recei,· ing 1 84 7  stamps was p u b l i shed in  the  
J u ne 1 933 No.  1 5  I s sue  of  Pat Paragrap hs by  E l l io tt Perry . The numbers i n  ( )  
represent recorded covers :  

T o w n  5¢ 1 0¢ Town 5¢ 1 0¢ 

Adrian 600 1 00 Marsha l l  1 , 800( 1 )  600 
A n n  Arbor 1 ,900(8 )  350  Monroe 1 , 700 900( 3 )  
Ba t tle  Creek 1 ,000(2 )  400 Mount  
Be l l evue 200 50 Clemens 400 1 00 
C l i n ton -( 1 )  Paw Paw 500 1 00 
Coldwater 300( 1 )  200 Pont iac 1 ,000 400( 1 )  
De troi t 24,500( 1 5 ) 1 2 ,000 (8 )  Port Huron 600( 1 )  200 

E agle R iver - ( 1 )  Romeo 700 1 50 

Grand Rap i ds 200 50  Tecumseh 400 

J ackson 1 ,600( 1 )  200 Tren ton 200 50 

Kalamazoo 1 ,400(2 ) 200( 1 ) ? Un ion Ci ty 600 200 

Lans ing 600 200 Yps i lant i  - ( 1 )  -( 1 )  
TOTAL 40,200(34 )  1 6 ,450( 1 4 )  

The Kalamazoo 1 0¢ cover has been questioned because i t  bears a square gri d  
can ce l  s imi l ar t o  t h e  wel l -known New York cance l ;  a cancel n o t  s i m i lar  t o  that 
on  ei ther of  the o ther known Kalamazoo covers. 

There is  an unusual  August  1 5 , 1 848 cover from Detro i t  addressed to a dest ina
t ion u nder 300 m i les which bears a 5<t  and a 1 O<t 1 84 7 stamp to pay the 1 5¢ tr i  pie 
rate w hich was formerl y  in the Schmal zriedt Col lect ion.  

Are there any addi t ions which can be made? 

[October 19, 1968] 

We Hear From Our Readers 
Michigan 

About M i ch igan ,  we have heard from Keokuk,  Iowa. Carl Menke reports a I O<t 
1 84 7  w i th December 24 ,  M arshal l ,  M ichigan pos tmark on piece. 

Theron W ierenga of Hol land,  M ichigan wr i tes  that he has 5<t  1 84 7  cover 
postmarked on Apr i l  1 6 ,  1 85 1 ,  at Adrian, M ichigan.  

The 5<t from Adrian is  the f irst  use for us to record. The 1 0¢ p iece w i l l  not be 
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(from Northampton. that is') 

This co ver has been pro ven to be 
faked. and the s tamp removed. 



168 

The Port Gibson reported usage has 
not been confirmed and is no w 
believed to be erroneous. 

For more details on 1847 co vers used 
from Missouri. see an article by 
Creighton C Hart in the "Chronicle " 
for May. 1971 (No 70) 

THE 1847'S 

recorded a s  we only keep records of covers or complete cover fron ts .  
Your edi tors apprec ia te your le t ters and the i n teres t ing  in format ion they 

conta in .  We are sorry that  we do not have the t ime to acknow ledge your le t ters 
individua l l y .  

[November 23 ,  1 968) 

1 847 Issue XIV 

In  Collaboration W ith C. C. H art and Frank Levi, Jr .  

Miss iss ippi  i s  d is t inguished from the other s tates discussed in that  to date no 
5ct  covers have been recorded. 

Pat Paragraphs No. 1 2 , June  1 932 ,  by E l l iot t  Perry l i s t s  s tamps received a t  the 
fo l lowing pos t offices . ( ) i ndica tes n u m ber of co·;ers recorded: 

Town 5¢ 1 0¢ Town 5¢ 1 0¢ 

Aberdeen 1 ,000 1 00 N atchez 4 ,000 2 ,050(3 )  
Columbus 300 1 50 Port G ibson -( I ) 
J ackson 1 ,400 800( 1 )  Rodney 800 550 
Lexi ngton 200 1 00 V i cksburg 1 , 400 900(2 )  
Marion 200 50 Woodvi l le 400 1 00 
Mon ti ce l lo  200 50 Y azoo C i ty 600 300 

TOTAL 1 0 ,500 5 , 1 50( 7 )  

I n  1 850 M iss i s s ippi  had a popula t ion o f  606,555 , abou t 6 0  percent o f  the pop
u la t ion of M assachuset t s ,  but only about ha l f  were free wh i tes. 

I s  there some i n formation that can be added? 
The M i ssouri post offi ces rece iv ing 1 847  S tamps are l i s ted in Pat Pa ragrap hs 

No.  1 9 , Apr i l  1 934 : 

Town 

Columbia  
Jefferson C i ty 
Lexington 
Rocheport 
Savannah 
U n ion 
S t. Lou i s  

TOTAL 

5¢ I O<t 

400 1 00 

-( I ) 
800 200 
400 1 00 
400 1 00 
300 50 

45,400( 1 8) 30,300(59) 

47 , 700( 1 8 ) 30 ,850(60) 

A t  right Another Turner co ver with a pair of overlapping 
SC 1847 stamps prepaying the postage to Boston. The 
"Saint Louis " postmark indicates the co ver was sent 
April 21 of 1851 .  

A t  left. A "Turner" co ver with o verlapping 5� 1847 
s tamps. a happy characteristic of this correspondence. 
The "St. Louis " postmark indica tes the cover was sent 
prior to 1850. as a ne w postmark reading "Saint Louis " 
appeared in No vember. 1850. 



USES FROM MISSISSIPPI, MISSO URI A ND NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Two correspondences have provided the great bu lk  of covers from S t .  Lou i s ;  
The M iss E .  E .  Turner t o  South Boston, M assachusetts ,  bear ing pairs o f  5 ¢  
s tamps a n d  s ingle 1 0<t a n d  the bus iness correspondence t o  Charnley & Whelen in  
Phi ladelphia us ing s ingles and pairs of the I 0¢ .  

Two covers posted i n  Ju ly  1 848  are addressed to Edwin Harrison at  N a mur ,  
Belgium.  

The S t .  Lou is  town mark appears mos t frequen t l y  a s  the  canceller and makes a 
beau t i fu l  cover when i t  appears i n  red. 

[November 2 ,  1 968) 

1 847 Issue XV 

In  Collaboration With C. C. H art and Frank Levi ,  Jr .  

In I ssue No.  1 3 ,  September 1 932 of Pat Paragraph� ,  E l l iott  Perry l i s t s  the 
towns in  N ew Hampsh ire rece iv ing 5¢  and 1 0¢ 1 84 7  s tamps.  

Creighton Hart  wrote in  the November 1 967 The C h ron icle of the U . S .  Ph i la
tel ic  Class ics Society on these covers .  

( ) l is ts  numbers of  recorded covers :  

Town 5¢ 1 0¢ Town 5¢ 1 0¢ 

Bath -( I )  Lebanon 800( 1 )  50 
Charlestown -(2 )  Manches ter 2 , 1 00( 3 )  
Claremon t 500(2 )  50 N ashua -( I )  
Concord 4 ,200( 8 )  400( 7 )  New I pswich 400( 1 )  50 
Dover 2 ,600( 2 )  450 Norwich -( I )  
Exeter 1 , 400( 1 )  1 00 Not t ingham -( I )  
F i sherv i l le 200 Ossipee -( I )  
Hanover 2 , 200( 3 )  Portsmout h  4 ,300(8 )  500(2 )  
Haverhi l l  200 Sa lmon Fa l l s  800( 1 )  50 
Keene -(3 ) -( I )  Walpole 3 ,200( 1 6) 1 50 
Lancas ter 800 West Lebanon 400( 1 )  

TOTALS 24 , 1 00(55 )  1 , 800( 1 1 )  

The I O<t table above incl udes s ix 1 0¢ covers beari ng bisected s tamps from the 
M i ss M ary S ti lphin  correspondence from Concord, and two from Portsmouth 

I I I . , ' I I I 

169 

For a detailed run-do wn on 1847 
covers from New Hampshire. see 
article by Creighton C. Hart in the 
"Chronicle " for November. 1967 (No 
56) 

Red target and matching Hano ver 
postmark on a 5rt 1847 co ver to 
Taunton. Massachusetts from Han
o ver. N. H on 9 November. 1850 

See page 153 for a 10rt 1847 co ver 
from New Hampshire. 
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A t  Garfield-Perry (Cleveland) Stamp 
Club's 15th Anniversary "March Party" 
-see column of May 8. 1965 (page 
10) 

From "Items from a Departed Col
lection. " Ill. 

S T E A I\1 
H <) A T  

�� Ns� 
� MAY fO 0 
o 1a 5°/z 
� ll.C� 

Another "Simpson " co ver as tha t 
discussed abo ve, but sent in May, 
1850 to Bo wman ville. Upper Canada. 
The co ver was exchanged at  Queen
s ton. U C. as per the faint black 
postmark dated May 20. 1850 (see 
tracing. abo ve). 

An even fainter red "STEAM/BOA T" 
(also traced. abo ve) was applied a t  
A lbany. N Y  where the cover entered 
the mails a fter being brought by a 
non-contract steamboat from New 
York City 

The 10<t U S. 1847 stamp thus 
prepaid the postage for all the distance 
(over 300 miles) the letter was carried. 
both inside and outside the US mails. 
to the Canadian line. 

The manuscript "?" represents 7 
pence due from the addressee in 
Canada. being the Canadian postage 
for carriage from 60 to 100 miles 
from Queenston to Bowmanville. Can
ada West. A blue "Darlington " back
stamp reflects the fact the town name 
wasn 't officially changed from Darl
ington to Bowmanville until 1854. 

THE 1847'S 

out of the 62 bi sects recorded. The need for 1 0¢ s tamps in  New Hampshire was 
apparen t l y  q u i te l im i ted. 

The l argest  s ingle New Hampshire correspondence known to me is the K napp 
correspondence of 1 3  covers addressed to Brook l ine, Massachusetts ,  twelve of 
which are in the Arthur Beane col lect ion.  

[November 9, 1 968] 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Some i n teres t ing 1 847  covers showed up ,  two bearing 5¢  1 84 7 ' s  w i t h  Phi la

delphia R . R . ,  one each w i th Ba l t imore R . R . ,  Mad River and M i ch igan Cen tral 
R. R .  T here were a l so severa l other uses of the 1 0¢ on covers. 

[May 8 ,  1 965] 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
There were two 1 847  covers from the U n i ted S ta tes Lo Canada. O ne fo lded 

lel ler bore two s ingle 5¢ 1 847 ' s ,  pos tmarked September 26 a t  New York ,  addres
sed to M essrs . ] .  S impson & Co. , Bow manv i l le ,  Darl i ngton , Canada West .  It was 
exchanged al " Queens ton U. C. Sept .  28 ,  1 850 , " and was rece ived at Bowman
\· i l l e , October 4 th .  

The second i s  a 1 0¢ 1 847  fo lded le t ter postmarked New York October 22nd, 
bear ing manuscr ipt  " V ia Oswego" where i t  was carried by boa t to " K i ngs ton 
Oct .  25 " ( per exchange hand s tamp)  addressed to " j . D.  Macrider, E sq.  Bel le
v i l le C.  W est . "  T he stamp in the upper left corner has a p la te marg in  a l  lef t .  

On both covers the stamps paid 1 0¢ rate over 300 m i les from New York C i ty 
Lo the border. A " 4 "  manuscr ip t  Canadian mark i ndicates 4d s ter l i ng Canadian 
rate for under 60 miles .  Covers to Canada are not  too unusua l ,  but  not many were 
addressed Lo Bowmanv i l l e  and Bel lev i l le .  

[October 12,  1 968] 

. .  

1 847 Covers With Christmas Postmarks 

Creighton C. Hart, Guest Edi tor 

I 

There arc no Chris tmas cards bear ing s tamps of t he f irs t  U n i ted S ta tes issue .  
Valen t i ne covers w i th 1 847 stamps are we l l  known and severa l of  these covers 



RAILROAD CO VERS; CO VERS TO CA NADA; CHRISTMA S C O VERS 

s t i l l  have their original  va lentines .  Except for valen t i nes,  no 1 84 7 greet ing card 
cover whatsoever is known .  

Covers w i th 1 847 s tamps ,  pos tmarked December 25 th ,  are unusua l  enough to 
a ttract a t tent ion and may appropria te ly  be moun ted w i th a select ion of our 
recent  Christmas com memora t ive s tamps.  On my l i s t  of '47  covers are four 5¢  
and three I Oct covers w i th Chris tmas pos tmarks .  Two of the  fives are from New 
York: one goi ng to New H aven, the other to Peeksk i l l .  The other two are from 
Cincinnat i  to Cleveland,  and from S t. Louis  to So. Boston. 

The three tens were pos ted in 1 84 7 ,  the first Chris tmas our firs t i s sue of s tamps 
was ava i lable .  One cover i s  from Bal t imore to Cadiz ,  O h io:  another from Bos ton 
to Ba l t imore; and the th i rd from New York Ci ty  w i th the des t inat ion unknown 
to me. A fourth cover w i th a pair of tens from Washi ngton to P h i ladelphia  is  a 
fake. The May 1 966 i ssue of the Chro n ic le,  pu bl i shed by the U . S .  Ph i la te l i es 
Class ics Society , describes th i s  cover. The s tamps have s i nce been removed and 
the cover des troyed. 

New York, Boston , C incinnati , and S t. Lou is  were among our largest  pos t  
offices of that  period. P h i ladelphia and New Orleans were a l so large enough to 
be open on Chri s tmas Day .  Does anyone have another ' 47  cover pos tmarked 
December 25th espec ia l ly  from a smal l  town or v i l l age? If so,  I ' d  apprecia te 
having you wri te to me. 

[December 2 1 ,  1 968] 

At right.· This folded letter sheet is datelined 1847 so the 
co ver was mailed on the first Christmas Day that  1847 
stamps were a vailable in Boston. The pair of 10rt 1847 
stamps paid for a double weight letter sent o ver 300 
miles. A ll markings are in red 

�·,��- -
��7' �-- ;,,.Miii"""'} 

!�J 
�/:--31' 

More Beautiful  U.  S.  Embalmed 

At left: Mailed from New York City to  Peekskill. New 
York. this 5rt 1847 co ver was mailed on Christmas Day, 
perhaps in 1850. The c o ver is an .envelope. which 
weren't used much prior to 1850. except for personal 
mail. (See page 177) 

Those v iewing the exh ib i t  of U .  S .  Class ics of Chris t ian H irtzel of Geneva, 
Swi tzer land,  at the I n ternat ional  Exhibi t ion WIPA at V ienna in J u ne 1 965, saw 
a remarkable display of  m u l t iples of 5¢  and 1 0¢ 1 84 7  and 1 869 i s sues off cover 
and beaut i fu l  uses of a l l  i ssues on cover ( 1 9  frames of 1 6  pages ) .  

These same pages , w i th some new add i t ions ,  were presented i n  24 frames a t  
S IPEX.  A l though the  catalog l i s t s  th i s  as an entry of  C hris t ian Hi r tze l ,  i t  notes 
"The col l ect ion is now in possession of the Swiss  PTT M useum" ( a t  Berne ) .  

We were sorry to l earn that  Mr .  Hir tzel passed away las t  February.  I t  i s  sa id  
tha t  on the day  prior to h i s  death he d irected h i s  secretary to hand-carry his  col 
lection t o  t h e  M useum a s  a gi ft. 

1 71 
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For a complete run-down on co vers 
with the Binghampton. N Y  "herring
bone " cancels. including the kno wn 
colors. see an article by Creighton C 
Hart in the "Chronicle " for August. 
1977 (No 95). pages 156- 160 

The 3 September. 1847 use from 
Montreal is now considered to be a 
fake. 

This column also offered an index of 
the first four years of "Bakers ' U S  
Classics. " 

A typical 5€ 1847 co ver of the Rose
boom correspondence bearing the 
Binghamton "herringbone " grid. These 
are kno wn struck in several different 
colors on co vers with SC: 1847 stamps. 
A large number of fake co vers with 
this cancellation (nearly all in black) 
on both sc and toe 1847 co vers ha ve 
been recorded by expert committees. 

THE 1847'S 

What  have we lost? 1 847 I ssue :  Two B inghamton covers w i th Herringbone 
cancels ;  rare uses of Pri nceton , N ew Jersey ; Geneva, New York; Port land, 
Ma i ne ;  Jackson , Tennessee; W i n dsor, Vermont ;  5ct  and ! Oct uses from Tal la
hassee, Florida;  ! Oct uses from H opk insv i l le ,  Ken tucky;  Lockhaven ,  Pennsyl 
van ia ;  Roswel l ,  Georgia ;  W i l m ington,  North Caro l ina;  Mon tgomery ,  A labama; 
P i t t sburgh , Pennsy lvania ;  and the Troy and New York S teamboat .  

At  leas t  four ! Oct bi sects ,  inc lud ing one vert ical  b isect, a match i n g  pa i r  from 
Gardi ner,  M ai ne, dated May 23 and May 26, and another as I reca l l  from Con
cord, New Hampsh i re. The Gardi ner. M a i ne match ing pair i s  new to my 
records ,  the  fourth recorded and the l a tes t  date of  use .  The earl iest  date was Apr i l  
28 t h  a n d  thereafter a set occu rs each week,  M ay 5 th  a n d  May 1 2 th .  I t  i s  poss ible 
that yet another u nr ecorded set ex i s ts w i t h  dates around M ay 1 9th .  

Two uses from Canada arc incl uded, both  wi th  ! Oct 1 847  and addressed to  D . S .  
Kennedy , one  a 3 September 1 84 7 use from Mon trea l and  the  other a 25  A ugust  
1 850 use from Quebec. 

Three blocks of the 5([  1 84 7 ,  one u n used of  8 (3 x 3 w i t h  a corner s t amp 
m i ss ing) ,  another unused lower r igh t  corner block of s ix ,  and a u sed vert ical  
block of 8 (2  x 4) ,  not to men t ion a used b lock of  4 of  the ! Oct .  

1 817  covers used from Ind iana t ow n s  seem to be hard to f i nd ;  a I O ct  us l '  from 
Lafayette ,  Ind iana ,  da ted Decem ber 2 ( ? )  from the  Por t er correspondence to 
P h i l ade lph ia  i s  i n  the  col lect ion . 

The famous two larges t s tr ips  o f  the  I 0([ s tamp,  one from the Bandholz  f ind ,  
are a part of  this  co l l ec t ion .  

Don ' t  s t art  dry i ng your eyes ye t  because i n  fu ture col u m ns I w i l l  t el l  you of  
more bea u t i fu l  i tems going beh i nd c losed doors . 

[July 1 6, 1 966] 

\ 

I Oct 1 847 Bisects 

Robert S i egel ' s  l a t es t  " Rari  t i cs o f  the World"  sale offered O l l l' I Oct 1 84 7 bi sect . 
The J O([ 1 84 7  upper lef t - hand b i sec t  on a le t tn from New York addressed to t he 
Honorable E .  D. M organ at A l bany  i s  l i s t ed as cover No .  40 on page 7 i of  Brook
rnan ' s  Thr 1 9t h  Crn t u ry Po.1 lage S t a m p.1 of the U n ited S t a t r.1 . Th i s  cover 
brought  $93 .00 at  the Wor th ington Sa le.  It brough t $ 1 , 250 in the S i egel sale .  



"EMBALMED " COVERS A ND BISEC TS ON CO VER 1 73  

O f  the forty- five i tems l i s ted b y  Brookman,  s i x  are o n  piece of cover a n d  th irty· 
n i ne are covers, tJ which I ' ve recorded s ix teen addi t ional  covers , or a to tal of  
fi fty- five covers and s ix  pieces . 

These break down in to the fol low ing ca tergorics as to the  way the s tamp is b i 
sected: I -U pper horizo n ta l  ha l f ;  I -Lower horizon tal ha l f; 7-U ppcr left 
diagonal half ;  1 3 -Upper right d iagonal ha l f; I I - Lower left d iagonal  ha l f; 8-
Lowcr r ight d iagonal half ;  1 2-R igh t ver t ical  ha l f; 4-Left vert ical ha l f. 

O f  those we have l i s ted here, one upper le f t  diagonal ha l f, two lower r ight  
diagona l  halves , and two right ver t i ca l  are on piece. 

Those of  you who are mathemat ica l l y  i nc l i n ed have added up my f igures and 
found that the totals are not complete. You are correct, because there i s  one l i s ted 
on piece, bu t not descri bed, one l i s ted as di agona l ,  one l i s ted as left d iagonal ,  and 
one l i s ted as vert ical , wh ich are a lso necessary to make the tota ls  correct .  

There is  one correspondence to M i ss Mary S t i lph in  w h ich accounts for n i ne 
l i s t i ngs i n  Brookman and poss ibly one of m y  own ,  making a total  o f  ten covers .  
The more recent Evans Correspondence to Bra t t leborough, Vermon t accou n ts 
for three match ing pairs of bi sects and one s ingle ,  making a total  of seven covers. 
These correspondences accoun t  for 303 of the recorded bisects .  Where were these 
bisected covers used? 

See page 142 for an illustration of a 
Stilphin bisect 1847 cover. 

I -Har tford , Connect icut ;  8-New H aven,  Connect icu t ;  7-Gardiner,  
Maine ;  I - Port land , Maine ;  I -Ba l t i more, Maryland; 3 - Bal lard Vale,  Massa
chusetts ; 2-Bos ton , Massachuset ts ;  I -Roxbury,  Massachusetts;  8-Concord, 
New Hampsh i re ;  2-Portsmouth. New Ham pshire; 8-New York C i ty ;  3 -
Phi ladel phia ,  Pennsy lvan ia ;  I -Prov idence ,  R hode Is land;  I -Bennington ,  
Vermon t ;  I -M inera l Po in t ,  W i scons in ;  I -Dodgev i l l e, W iscons in ;  2-
N orthern Ra i l road; I -Lake Champla in ,  S .B .  #2 ;  I -Potomac S team boa t ; ] 
U . S .  Express Mai l ,  New York; 6-I l legible .  

The "Stilphin " 1847 bisects were re
viewed by Susan M McDonald in the 
"Chronicle " for August, 1982 (No. 1 15) 
with a follow-up in the February, 
1983 (No 1 1 7)  issue. 

I sn ' t  i t  un usual  that Wiscons in  i s  the only s ta te us ing bi sects o ther than the 
New England s tates and New York and Pen nsy lvania? 

Your reports  of l i s t ings other than those i n  t h i s  column would be apprec ia ted. 

[April 2, 1 966) 

h
Th1

1
·s pair

f
of  covers with matching 10¢ 1847 bisected � / · �.-�1 • , . , -. ,·- 1 

a ves o the same stamp were sent to different _ ��, • ·  ,. • 

addresses from New York City on the same day, � · � ,.,-
February 25, 1851. They were united after more than 100 

, .,. _ "' 
"' , L,x· · .�;-p· "° /_,_,;_·�· ; 

years when the cover at the left was discovered and � r� .,..,.,,./ 
appeared at auction. f .--------..----.--- rh Z-�., //j� «/· 0 / / ' � /�a//� I 

$A:�-£ r �· r 
For the full s tory. see an article by Elizabeth Pope in 

the "Chronicle " for November, 1973 (No 80). 
This pair is believed to be the only "matched" pair of 

10¢ 1847 bisects that were split vertically. A ll markings 
on both covers are in red. 
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A matched pair (halves of the same 
stamp) of  10¢ 1847 bisects used on 
two co vers of the George Evans 
correspondence four days apart in 
April-May, 1851. The upper cover is 
postmarked April 28 and the lower, 
May 2nd. both being sent from Gar
diner, Maine. 

This pair of matched 10¢ 1847 
bisects is but one of  four similar 
matched pairs from this correspon
dence. The sender. George Evans. 
(belo w) was a Member of Congress 
from Maine, 182g_41 and a US Sena
tor from that state. 1841-41 

Compare the addresses on the 
covers with George Evans ' signature, 
included with his picture, below. 

See articles by Susan M McDonald 
in the "Chronicle " of  November. 1969 
(No 64) and also of A ugust. 1975 (No 
87) regarding these bisects. As of  
1983. 14 of  these co vers have been 
recorded. 

THE 1847'S 

. · . "\ 

� 2� 
cJ � Ii-� � � 

�'L c.:tri. Z-n � J A., 
tr' t/l-VL• � 

M ore on the 1 847  Bisects 

Your ed i t ors are a lways i n terested i n  shar ing i n teres t ing  background i n forma
t ion with our  readers .  Now comes a t  least  par t  of  the s tor y  of the f ind of Gardiner,  
Ma ine bi sects .  We are i n debted to Ezra Cole  of  N yack, New York ,  not  only for the 
s tory but  h i s  permiss ion to share i t  w i t h  you .  

Somet ime i n  the  1 930 ' s  Mr .  Cole  w a n ted to  vaca t ion w i th h i s  fam i l y  i n  
Vermont .  Ezra ren ted a farm i n  West Bra t t l eboro, Vermont  for the sum mer. A 

friend - M r .  Dana S tafford - had a farm about  two m i les away. Mr .  S ta fford, 
now deceased, was a member of  the Brat t l eboro S tamp Club  and inv i ted Mr .  Cole 
to at tend some of their meet i n gs that  summer w i th h i m .  A t  one o f  them Mr.  Cole 
was surpri sed to see the la te  H.  A .  Robi net te ,  the Washi ngton , D .  C., s tamp 
dealer in  a t tendance. Short ly afterward and before Mr .  Robinet te le f t  Vermont  he 
cal l ed on Mr .  Cole  and showed him a package of  covers .  There were twen ty-e ight  
covers , a l l  from Gard iner ,  M a i ne ,  and to the bes t  of Mr .  Cole ' s  reco l lect ion , a l l  
were addressed t o  M rs .  George Evans of  Brat t leborough , Vermont  

Each had  I Oct 1 847  b i sected stamps used to  pay  the pos tage rate of f i ve  cen ts ,  
and the lo t  con ta i ned a number of match i n g  halves .  Some s ix  or seven o f  t he 
bi sect s were damaged, and Mr .  Robi net te i s  though t to have des troyed these.  He 
never di sclosed precisely where or  from whom he  acq u i red them bu t Vermont  
was the  locale .  

We now have a record of t h i r teen of the twenty -one or twenty - two covers pre
served from th i s  " find . " Who can help us  complete t he l i s t ,  a fter th i rt y  years or 
more, of the remai n i n g  eight or n i ne covers now u n l i s ted? May we hear from you 
other unknown and anonymous but very for tunate  possessors of  these m is s ing  
gems? 

Uune 1 0, 1 967] 



CO VERS WITH A D VERTISING CARDS 

A t  right: An insurance company imprint on an envelope 
with a 5tt 1847 stamp. sent from Baltimore to Phi/a- IUJTtr.&.L Lin 11'1911&�C£ COJIP.t.llr •F DU.TDIOll& 
de/phia. year not kno wn. 

I �,,� Belo w: A Philadelphia shoe merchant's corner card in , � •. Of ", ' t"' blue on a buff envelope to Missouri with postage paid . .f .. .. , ""  · 
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At right: Corner card of the Penn Mutual Life Insurance 
Company of Philadelphia to Virginia. with postage paid 
by a 5tt 1847 stamp. 

Belo w: Handstamped cachets are 
sometimes confused with printed 
corner cards. 
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Above: An advertising card printed on the back flap of a 
!Ott 1847 co ver from New York to Tallahassee. Florida. 

A t  left: A !Ott 1847 stamp on an envelope from Phila
delphia. Oct. 22. 1850, to L ebanon, Pennsylvania, less 
than 3()() miles, hence this is a double rate cover
possibly s tuffed with advertising or containing a 
manuscript. 

The overall "Godey Lady 's Book" cover front is 
matched by a similar mass of advertising on the back. 

1 847 Advertising Covers 

Prin ted adver t i s ing corner cards in co l or ,  on covers bearing  e i ther denom ina
t ion of the I 847  i ssue ,  are hard to find. 

A t  a recen t meet ing of the Garfield-Perry S tamp C l u b  of Cleveland, we were 
privi leged to see a cover bearing a I O- cen t I 847  w i t h  a dark blue bus iness card. 

How many of our readers have in their col lect ions ,  or have seen , covers w i th 
color printed corner cards bearing I O-cent I 84 7  s tamps? 

[October 13, 1 962] 
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A t  left.· An illustrated design in greenish-bronze on 
an envelope sent from St. L ouis to Carthage. Illinois. 
Considering the February 6 date and address to a 
Miss Owen. the co ver probably contained a valen
tine. From the "S T LOUIS " postmark. this 5rt 1847 
co ver could have been sent in any of the years 
1848-50. 

A t  right: An English anti-slavery propaganda envelope 
with a 5rt 1847 stamp. mailed with the route agent on the 
Boston & A lbany Railroad in 1848. This cover originated 
in England and was "bootlegged" across the A tlantic. 
being correspondence from an A merican in England 
home to his wife. 

Envelopes 

Let ' s  examine  some of the a t temp ts at i ncreased Post O ffice effic iency 1 25 
years ago. A Postal Reform Act was passed in  England i n  September , 1 839 .  This  
Act  provided for subs tant ia l  prizes for  usefu l ideas for handl i ng prepayment  of 
postage , but from 2,600 en tries few u sefu l ideas were obtained. 

S tamped paper in  the form of the now famous  Mu l ready envelopes w i th the 
pos tage impr inted along lower edge of the decorated face of the envelope and 
wrappers was one sol u t ion adopted . The envelopes were too smal l for bu lky 
enclosures so adhes ive s tamps which cou ld be appl ied to a l l  le t ters and packets 
were put i n to product ion and first used on May 6, 1 840, in E ngland. The f irs t  u se 
of envelopes undoubtedly sen t a col d  chi l l  i n to the wax and sea l ing dev ice in 
dus try of  the  period. 

The lJ. S .  Postal Act of March 3, 1 799 i s  the first which speci f ica l l y  defined a 
s ingle le t ter as a let ter "composed of a s ingle sheet of paper. " This  defin i t ion 
remained i n  effect un t i l  the Act of M arch 3 ,  1 845 ,  effective J u ly 1 ,  1 845 ,  w i th 
which a s ingle let ter became a l e t ter or parcel not exceeding one ha l f  ounce i n  
weigh t .  

S ince the  u se of an envelope cost one rate of pos tage un t i l  1 845 ,  there was no 
incen tive to use  or manufacture them . H as anyone seen a domest ic le t ter carri ed 
in the lJ . S .  mai l s  prior to Ju ly  1 845  enclosed i n  an envelope? 

Grol z ers Encyc lopedia reports the gross sales of  the envelope indus try in t he 
Uni ted S ta tes a t  $45,000 i n  1 849. 

Envelopes appear frequently in  the la ter part of the 1 847 period bu t are rarely 
found with prin ted colored corner cards or advert i s i ng. We have seen a few on 
envelopes with Set  1 847  stamps, bu t only one on a ! Oct 1 847  cover. 

The d i scovery of gold in Cal i forn i a  gave the u se of envelopes a grea t l i ft .  M uch 
mai l  in the Cal i fornia  gold fields and along the Pacif ic coas t was carried pri
vately by express companies .  On this mail  the governmen t received no revenue 
un t i l  government  stamped envelopes , manufactured by George F.  Nesb i t t  & Co. ,  
appeared in the summer o f  1 853 .  The Post  O ffice requ ired a l l  mai l  carr ied pri
vately to be carried in government  s tamped envelopes at  the proper Post O ffice 
mai l  rate. 

Do you have in  your col l ection an envelope wi th the corner card advertise-



ENVELOPES WITH PRINTED CORNER CA RDS 

ment pri nted on the r ight side of the envelope ins tead of the left where we are 
accus tomed to seeing i t? Some overs truck wes tern franks  can be found,  bu t I am 
referring to printed corner cards .  

[October 9, 1 965] 

Envelopes and the 1 847 I ssue 

Our good friend Ezra Cole chides us a bit and enl ightens us. ' ' Your paragraph 
on the 1 847  issue on envelopes i s  a l i t t le  indefin i te .  The s tamps used on en-

. velopes in 1 84 7  are scarce. However , along in the la ter periods,  1 849 and 1 850, 
they are scarce but not rare. I can th ink  of two finds, a l l  on envelopes - the 
Sal tens ta l  covers find, a l l  on yel low envelopes, and a l l  of  the Turner covers used 
from S t .  Louis .  These most l y  had 1 0¢ 1 847 s  on them. I j us t  had a 1 0¢ 1 847  on an 
envelope used to Nova Scot ia .  Uncommon, perhaps scarce, but not necessari ly  
rare would be my comment on these s tamps used on envelopes . "  

[February 1 9, 1 966] 

Corner Cards Printed On Right Side Of Envelope 

A column over a year ago asked abo u t  these covers .  George S lawson of Crafts
bury Common, Vermont ,  sent me three covers ,  two from the V t. M u tual  
Insurance Co. and one from the Bardwel l  House, R u tland.  He com men ts ,  "The 
Vt. M utual  u sed no l ess  than four di fferent  forms of  corner card, a l l  in the upper 
right corner. They are among the more com mon corner cards from Montpel ier 
in  the pre-Civ i l  War days . " 

"What i s  so rare abo u t  corner cards i n  the upper r ight  corner? Unusual , yes;  
but  rare?? ? ? " 

[May 6, 1 967] 
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This item appeared with a multi-sub
ject column entitled "Philatelic Remi
niscences of the Year. 1866. "  the 
remainder of which appears in other 
parts of this book by subject. See 
pages 262. 308 and 329. 

The name "Saltensta/" may ha ve been 
more correctly spelled "Saltonstal. " 

A ll but one (see below) of the covers 
discussed here are with later stamps 
than the 1847 issue. 

I ' . . 

V\. Mutual Fire IU'IU'llDOe COID(MUIY • 
()t'Fl()Jl'.-ST.lTt: llTKF.ET, MOJITPli.l..IEll, VT. A t  left: A 10¢ 1847 co ver with a corner card at the upper 

right side of the envelope-possibly the only such 1847 
cover. From Montpelier. Vt. to Cincinnati. year unknown. 

At right: Two 5¢ 1847 stamps (one the dot in the "S " 
variety) on an en velope with a large red printed 
advertising corner card. as described belo w. 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
One of the i tems shown was a 5¢ 1 847  cover with an adver t i s ing corner card 

printed in red. The cover had been pos ted in Syracuse, N ew York w i th two s ingle 
5¢ s tamps addressed to Detro i t .  The cover advert i sed The Syracuse Saleratus 
Manufacturing Company, Agents for the Oswego S tarch Company,  Taylor & 
Co. Proprietors, 5¢  1 84 7  covers wi th prin ted corner cards are not eas i l y  found. 
Who has one? 

This was sho wn at  the 1968 Garfield
Perry (Cleveland) "March Party. " See 
page 1 1. 
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Another Addicks, Van Dusen & Smith 
cover. without the blue oval. is shown 
on page 175. 

The Vermont Mutual Fire Insurance 
Co. co ver is shown on the previous 
page: the Cheney & Co. 's Express 
cover is shown below. 

A 5¢ 1847 co ver from Waterbury, Vt. 
with a spectacular telegraph company 
corner card. T/Je postal markings are 
in blue. with the two strikes of the 
grid being at right angles to create a 
"waffle" appearance. 

The illustration. in a pale bro wn. 
shows moving objects, with the tele
graph, as symbolized by the lightning 
stroke, outspeeding all. The mo ving 
objects are a sailing ship. a steam
boat. a railroad train. a running man. 
a galloping horse. -and a tortoise 
(at lower right) ' 

THE 1847's 

Charles O rgel , the genia l  General C hairman of the Garfie ld-Perry exhibi t ion,  
was carry ing i n  h i s  pocket the only I Oct 1 847 cover I have ever seen w i th an em
bossed advertising corner card. The oval blue advertising reads "Addicks, Van 
Dusen & S m i th - Shoes ,  Hats  and S traw Goods ,  I S9 Market S tree t ,  P h i lade l 
phia . "  T he let ter was  pos ted i n  Ph i ladelph ia May  9 th ,  1 8S 1 and was addressed to  
David Roser a t  Bur l ington , Iowa.  

Can anyone report another or remember see ing another? 

[May 1 1 ,  1 968) 

More About 1 847 Advertising Covers 

I should  h ave been more specific in speaking of corner cards in an earl ier 
column.  I was speci fica l l y  referring to advert i s ing corner cards. Some of our 
readers repor t  as fol lows :  

George C .  S lawson , Craftsbury Common , Vermon t  OS827 wri tes, "In reply to 
your query i n  Stamps issue of  May 1 1 , 1 968, I have two ( 1 847 covers ) from 
Vermont-a rea l ly  fancy Set of the V t .  & Boston Telegraph L i ne,  w i th office a t  
Cheney & Co' s  Express ,  pos tmarked Waterbury, V t . ,  and a 1 0¢ Vt .  M u tual  Fire 
Insurance Company from Montpe l ier ,  V t . ,  w i th  the corner card on the u pper 
right (wh ich you a l so once reported as a lmos t unknown on anyth ing) .  

" I ,  also,  know the whereabou ts of a Set  V t. cover w i th an embossed corner 
card. This  has a green background,  w i t h  t he s hape ( an ornamental  rectangu lar 
out l ine) w i th negative l et ter ing reading, 'B i shop, Smith & Co. South W harf 
Burl ington, Vt . ' 

"Whi le I admi t  that  1 847  covers w i t h  corner cards are not too eas i l y  found ,  I 
somehow cannot help but  th ink  that  they are hardly as rare as your inquiry 
would  lead one to bel ieve . "  ( W hen you l i m i t  the subj ect to adver t i s ing corner 
cards , and particularly those colored ones, I s ti l l  maintain they are not eas i ly 
found - the Edi tor ) .  

Wi l l iam K .  Herzog, 9 I S  Cass  S treet ,  Saginaw, Michigan 48602 wri tes about 
Lot S in the May 3 1 ,  1 968 auct ion catalog from Lambert  W .  Gerber, w h ich was 
described as fol lows:  "Cover 1 0¢ black; t ied by sq uare red gr id ,  N . Y .  to Fla . ; f ine 
copy wi th  3 excel lent  margins ;  back f lap has  blue publ i sh ing house advt .  1 847 
issues on advert is ing covers are very rare . " (This  i s  only the second one in  color 

o r r r c E,  
A'lt 

c•eaey & Ct's 
Expna. 



TRANSA TLANTIC C O VERS 

that I have ei ther seen or heard of. - The Edi tor) .  
Lowel l  S .  S tanley, 800 Post Boy Court ,  Towson ,  M aryland 2 1 204 , wri tes ,  " A  

check of my forty odd 1 847 covers confirms what y o u  wrote about prin ted corner 
cards . It had never occurred to me how scarce they were. The closes t I cou l d  come 
was an embossed 'Thursday ' surrounded by rays of  the sun on a cover from 
Brattleboro, V t . ,  to Hartford County ,  Conn. The s tamp is  a pale red-brown but 
there i s  no indication of the year. The only other remotely s imi l ar cover i s  a 
handstamped " From Uni ted States Hote l ,  Boston"  in a red oval w i th an 1 848 
year date on the enclosed letter . " 

Can you attribute any s ign i ficance to the wording "Thursday" on the 
embossed cover? Was it poss ib ly  one of  a set that contained all the days of  the 
week? 

Can any of our readers help answer Mr. S tan l ey ' s  q uestion? 

Uune 29, 1 968) 

1 847 Transatlantic Covers I 

Creighton Hart wrote on this  subj ect in the February 1 968 issue of The C h ron
icle of the U.S .  Phi la te l ic  C lassics Society.  

He divided these covers in to the three categories ;  the first ,  prior to J u ne 1 848, 
" the pre-retal ia tory rate" covers ; the second, ] une 1 848 through December 1 848, 
the "reta l iatory rate" period. During thi s  period both the U . S .  and E ngland 
charged 24¢ or 1 sh i l l ing on l etters carried by con tract transatlantic sh ips of the 
other country.  The third, all covers after December 1 848. 

I read th i s  article before I started on my first column about  covers in my 
recently stolen col lection . 

In  the col lection was a l O<t 1 847  cover pos tmarked Cumberland, M ary land,  
August 1 2 , 1 84 7 ,  carried on the Cunarder H ibern ia from Boston on Augus t  1 6th 
to Liverpool and Carli s le ,  England. The 1 0¢ s tamp paid the ra te over 300 m i les 
from Cumberland to Boston . On the face of the cover is the 1 sh i l l ing due mark. 

A second cover purchased in  the Meroni  sale was  an Apr i l  4th 1 848 combina
t ion cover postmarked Michigan Central  RR, addressed to Heidelberg, Ger
many. A I O<t and five 5¢  1 84 7 s tamps prepaid the le t ter to Bremen. The I O<t paid 
the postage to New York and the 25¢ overpaid the 24¢  rate across the Atlantic to 

\ t :.� .; / 
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This column is repeated (with a 
second column on 1847 covers carried 
under the U. S. -British treaty of 1848) 
in the Foreign Mails section (pages 
290-291) 

See pages 2-4. 

See page 290. 

From Cumberland, Maryland to Car
lisle, England in 1847. as described 
above. 

The Cumberland markings are in 
blue and the 10€ stamp is a four
margin copy in intense black. 
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Bremen by American Packet .  
The Ocean S team Navigat ion Company performed this  service w i th  the S . S .  

Wash ington a n d  S .S .  Hermann. The cover i s  addressed t o  Monsieur L y m a n  D .  
Norris and was  hands tamped "PAID PART" i n  b lack and  "American U ber 
Bremen " and " 1 - 1 /3 "  i n  red and a manuscr ipt  " 1 6" in black. 

There was none during the "reta l i a tory " rate period. This was on my 
"wanted" l i s t .  There were three covers in the l a ter period. One of these bore two 
Set singles which paid the double in land rate on a Ph i l adelphia cover to Col n ,  
Germany March 1 9, 1 849 "per Liverpool  S teamer" " v i a  Os tende" ,  addressed to 
Carl Godel . A black rectangu l ar handstamp "AM E RICA via ENGLA N D ' ' ,  and 
"2/ 1 0" in manuscrip t  i ndica ted Bri t i sh charges for A tlan tic,  cross channel  and 
carriage to des t inat ion.  

The o ther two traveled the At lan tic on the same S teamer in 1 850. More about 
these i n  a fu ture column.  

[March 1 6, 1 968] 

Demonetization of  The 1 847 Issue 

See pages 221-226. We have previous ly  di scussed the problems of demonet iz ing the 1 85 1  i ssue,  

The black Philadelphia postmark is 
evidence of usage after the 1847 
stamps were no longer good for 
postage. Philadelphia used blue inks 
for postmarks during the period the 
1847's were current. 

problems principa l l y  caused by the urgency of the Civ i l  War. In spi te o f  th i s  
urgency , the  tota l  period of  demonet i za t ion ran na t ional ly-not i n  a n y  par
ticular ci ty- from August 1 7  to January 1 ,  1 862, a per iod of four  and a ha l f  
mon ths .  

W i th th i s  i n  mind,  le t ' s look further i n to the past .  The Pos t Office Department 
issued the fol lowing not ice J une 1 1 , 1 85 1 .  

"The five and ten-cent  pos tage s tamps i ssued by this  Departmen t  u nder the 
provis ions  of the eleventh section of the Act of  March 3, 1 847  . . .  w i l l  not be re
ceived in prepaymen t of pos tage after the 30th of  the prese n t  mon th.  Therefore, 
persons holding any such w i l l ,  as soon as pract icable after that date, and before 
the 30th day of Septem ber next ,  present  them for redemption Lo the Pos tmas ter of 
whom they were purchased, or to the nearest  Pos tmaster w ho has bee n  au tho
rized to sel l s tamps . "  

Three months were required t o  comple te the demonetization o f  the 1 84 7 i ssue. 
Not a l l  Postmasters were au thorized to redeem s tamps ! 
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"Postmasters who have heretofore rece ived s tamps for sale direct ly from the 
Department ,  and such Postmasters on ly, are d irected to pay cash for a l l  genu i ne 
pos tage s tamps, of the denomination of five and ten cen ts . . .  which sha l l  be pre
sented to them for redemption between the I s t  of J u ly and the 30th of  September 
of the present year. " 

Postmasters in smal l  pos t offices who purchased sma l l  quant i ties of the five or 
ten-cen t s tamps from a nei ghbor ing larger pos t  office cou ld not send their 
s tamps or their cus tomers ' stamps to Washington for refund, but to the same 
larger pos t  office which i n i t ia l ly  suppl ied the s tamps.  

I n  J u ne 1 85 1  s tamps were not requ i red to prepay domest ic pos tage , nor were 
any grea t quant i ties of s ta mps issued to pos t  offices west of  the M i ss i s s ippi .  

Al though i n  1 86 1  the 1 85 1  and 1 86 1  i ssues cou ld be u sed lega l l y  together for 
brief periods , no 1 847  cou ld  be used lega l l y  wi th  the 1 ¢ , 3¢ or 1 2¢ 1 85 1  stamps.  
Covers which show at tempts to use them toge ther are rare i ndeed. Who has one? 

As in 1 86 1 , the new 1 85 1  issue was produced by a new fi rm of  engravers and 
prin ters .  Rawdon, Wright ,  Hatch & Edson produced the 1 847 issue; Toppan, 
Carpen ter, Casi lear & Company the 1 85 1  issue,  w h i le the N ationa l Bank Note 
Company produced the 1 86 1  i ssue. 

[May 25 , 1 963] 

Multiple  Issues on Cover 

The first oppor tu n i ty for s tamps of two i ssues to be used on a cover was J u ly 1 ,  
1 85 1 .  Al though the 1 84 7 i s sue was demonetized and i l l egal for postage after Ju l y  
1 ,  1 85 1 ,  C.  C.  H ar t  ha s  recorded a number of u ses after demonetization; several o f  
these are w i th  s tamps of  the  1 85 1  Issue .  
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See page 144 for a more complete 
discussion of this subject. Also. see 
an article by Creighton C. Hart in the 
"Chronicle" for February, 1971. (No. 
69) on "Combo Covers. " 

Uanuary 23, 1 965] 

I 
I ·  
! 

A t  right: This cover with a 10¢ 1847 stamp was mailed in 
Canada on 28 July, 1851, twenty-eight days after the 
1847 issue had been demonetized and three months 
after the new U. S. -Canadian postal agreement of 1851. 

The Canadian Post Office first rated the letter as due 6 
pence and then obliterated the rate mark with a target 
killer. apparently deciding to let the U. S post office 
decide to accept or reject the attempted prepayment. 

The New York Post Office evidently accepted the 
letter as fully prepaid. per the curved "PAID" hands tamp. 

At left: A 5¢ 1847 stamp used on January 4, year 
uncertain, from Exeter. N Y. in combination with two 1¢  
and a 3¢ 1851 stamp. As this combination was intended 
to pay the 10¢ rate to California. which didn 't go into 
effect until April, 1855. the cover had to have been sent 
after that. probably in 1856. 

The 5¢ 1847 stamp was accepted for postage A c
cording to C. C. Hart, of 43 such attempts known to him 
(in 1973) only two were rejected because the 1847 
stamps had been demonetized by a Post Office Depart
ment order in 1851. 

' 1 
.. d 

' 
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A t  right: A 31t orange brown stamp of 1851 tied 
on a co ver to New Orleans by the marking of a 
route agent aboard a steamboat on the Louisville 
and Cincinnati Mail L ine. 

At right: Strips of six and four of the 121t type I 
s tamp of 1857 prepaying the quadruple rate of 
$1 .20 to A ustria by Prussian Closed Mail in 1860. 
Sent from St. Louis on June 5. the co ver went by 
A merican Packet from New York with a manu
script 281t credit to Prussia. 

THE 185J 'S 

A t  left. A tit blue type IV of 1852 used on a 
Barnabas Bates cheap postage propaganda 
co ver sent from New York to Ohio. The co ver 
illustrates a "choo-choo "  and also a Cunard or 
Collins type transatlantic sidewheel steamship. 

A t  left: A 31t brown carmine stamp on a cover 
from Winthrop. Maine (March 1852) forwarded 
by the U. S. Na val Lyceum in the Brooklyn Na vy 
Yard to John Sewall aboard the U. S S  "Saratoga " 
of the East India Squadron. The co ver was eight 
months in transit before it was picked up at 
Hong Kong, having been sent aboard a contract 
coal ship 

Sewall was the "Captain's Clerk " of the "Sara
toga " on Perry's Japan expedition. 
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* * * * * * * * * * * *  
One of t h e m o s t  i m port a n t  changes  i n  t he per i od of t he c l a s s i c s  "· a s  t h e  i s 

s u a n ce of  t he 1 85 1  s t a m p s  i n  t h (' dt ' nom i n a t i o n s  o f  l et , 3 et .  a n d  1 2 C .  

The 1 85 1  i s s u e  of  pos ta ge s t a m p s  \\'a s  a l so s i gn i f ican t for t h t' r('a son t h a t i t  

rt' s u  I ted from t h e  secon d  r<'a I l y  b i g  c u t  i n  pos t a l  rat( ' s .  S i x  Yea rs  before. t h t' pos t a l  

ra te  s t r u ct u re h a d  bc<'n d ra s t i ca l l y  m od i fi ( 'd b y  a red u c t i on i n  t h t' n t t mbn o f  

pos t a l  z o n e s  from f i \'t '  t o  t \\·o :  o n · r  a n d  under  3 0 0  m i les .  T h t' A c t  of  l\Lt rc h 3 .  

1 85 1 ,  con t i n ued t h i s  t rt 'nd b \ '  den(' a s i  n g  t h e  b a s i c  pos t a l  ra tes  a nd en la rg i n g  tht' 

d i s ta n ce of ca rri age by ten t i m('s to 3 . 000 m i l (' s  for r he l i t ' \\' m i n i m u m  ra l< '  of 3 et a 

one-ha l f  o u nce.  Too , i t  s i gn i f ica n t l v  prnvided a b u i l 1 - i n  pena l l y  for m ;1 i l  s t'n t 

col l ec t .  I n  o t her \\'ord s ,  3 c  pre p a i d  wou l d  ca rry a l c t tn up t o  ?l . 000 m i le s  i n  r lw 
U n i tt'd S t a t t' s ,  b u t  t h e  same l e t t e r  sen ! col lec l  w o u l d  cos t r h e  nTi p i e n l 5 c .  Th i s  
w o u l d  even t ua l l y  l ea d  1 0  a comp l e te c h a n g(' i n  t h t' c u s to m s  a n d  h a b i t s  o f  r he 

w r i t i n g  p u b l i c .  For years t he b u l k  o f  t h t' m a i l  h a d  bt't' l1 st' n t  c o l l cn ,  a n d  1 h a t  

mode h a d  be('n acc e p t ed i n  r h e  comnw rc i a l  world a s  t h t' \\'a \' t o  en s im· de l i wTy .  

Now th is  wo u l d  c h a n ge ,  a n d  rap i d l y .  For t'x a m p l e  a w h o lesa le h o u se i n  C i n 

c i n na r i ,  O h i o .  took spec i a l  care t o  pri 1 1 1  a s l i p .  \\' h i c h  \\'a s  t '\ · iden t l y  e nc losed i n  

a l l  i t s " fi r s t  c l a s s "  ma i l ,  ca l l i ng r he a l len t i o n  o f  i t s correspon den l s  1 0  t h e  fac t tha t 

" B y  t h e  new P o s ta ge Law , Posta ge p repaid i s  r h n·< ·  ct' n t s ,  a n d  i f  n o r  prepa i d ,  f i n· 

cen t s  on each l c t t t 'r. " The f i rm \\'C l l t on 1 0  a n n o u nct'  t h a t  fro m J u h· I ,  1 85 1 .  i i  

wou l d  p repav a l l  i ts l e t t cr s  a n d  res pect fu l l y t('C] U(' S t t'd i t s  corres po nde n ts 1 0  d o  

t h e  sa me.  

The ra te for dro p  l c uers , 1 hose deposi tt 'd in a pos t  off ict' for de l i nTy 10 an 

addtt' SSt'C at  t h a t  off ict ' ,  "· a s  c u l  i n  h a l f- from 2 et t o  l <t . 

T h e  ra tes for u n sea l ed pr i n t t'd c i rc u l ars to be c a rr i ed u nd e r  500 m i les  \\'as  

e s ta b l i s h t'd at  l et  for each c i r c u l a r  un der I oz .  in  \\'e i g h r  o n  \\' h i c h  rhe pos r agt' was 

prepa i d ;  a n d  for  gH'a t n  d i s t a nces r lw pr< 'pa i d  ra r e  \\· a s :  500- 1 000 m i le s .  2( ;  1 :>00-

2500 mi lcs ,  '.l e ;  2500-3500 mi Jes .  l e ;  and O\'Ct 3500 m i l e s ,  '.> er .  As \\' i 1 h le i rer mai I .  i f  

th ro u gh i n a l  ten r i o n  o f  Pos r m a s tns o r  0 1  her w i se ,  c i rc u l a r s  wen· n o t  pt(' pa i d  t he\ 

w er e  t o  b( '  c h arged w i t h  d o u b l e  t he pos t a ge .  

T h ( '  Act  o f  M a rc h  3 ,  1 85 1 ,  b v  i t s term s ,  mad(' t h e  rn· ,,· ra tes e ffrT t i w· J 11 !  y f i r s t  o f  

the  s a m e  Yea r .  A con tract for t he p rod u c t ion o f  t h rc(' d( 'nom i n a t i o n s  o f  pos t ; 1ge 

s ta m p s ,  to m a tch t h(' m·\\· ra tes "·h ich th(' !'J <Z a n d  I O<r of t he 1 84 7  i ss ue \\' O u l d  n o t  

' 
" 
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The Baker Column of June 30. 1962 
made several corrections of previous 
columns. To a void confusion. those 
changes qa ve been made in the 
original columns (including this one). 

A first day use of the 3q; orange 
bro wn. from Hartford. Connecticut. 
July 1 ,  1851, as verified by the docket
ing. The markings on the co ver are in 
the well-known Hartford "magenta " 
ink. 
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A ctually, a few foreign rates had 
required prepayment before this. 

0 A PR < 
1 9  

This cover shows the entire 1851 issue 
of United States stamps on one co ver. 
paying double the ten cents rate for 
o ver 3000miles effective April 1. 1855. 
the co ver being sent from Boston to 
San Francisco, year unknown. but 
1855 or later. 

The neat "pyramidal" arrangement 
by value, with the 121.t stamp in the 
center. the two 31.t stamps on each 
side and the two 11.t on the ends. as 
pro vided by the sender in Boston. 
adds to the interest of the co ver. 

THE 1851 'S 

do. was  e n tered i n to w i t h  a d i ffere n t  pr i n t ing  f i rm , Toppan ,  Carpen ter ,  Cas i lear ,  

& Com pa n y  of P h i l ade l p h i a .  The con t ract  was  en tered i n to on June I 0 ,  1 85 1  and 

s t ; 1mps in the  denomi n a t ions  of  I <T ,  3<T and  1 2<T were prod uced and a l  l ea s t  some 

of the I c and 3<T  \\'ere pr in t ed and de l  i ve rcd t o  some pos t  o ff ices by  J u l y  I .  1 8!'> I as  

a fe\\' f i r s t  dav covns bea r ing I <" and 3 <"  s ta m ps a rc kno\\' n .  

[April 2 8 ,  1 962] 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Quest  1 0 1 1 :  What  l J  . S .  P h i la t e l i c " f i rs t s "  occ u 1red d u r ing  t h e  I 8:> I 1 0  60 decade? 

[April 28, 1 962] 

,/ nswcr to  last wak 's q u ery:  These i s s ues prm· ide  man\  i I ems of i n tere s t  and a 

n u m ber  o f  f i rs t s  i n  l J  . S .  pos ta l h i s ton· . ( I )  Firs t  t ime  I <t ,  3 <T .  l 2 <T .  24<T ,  30<T and  90cr 

denom i na t ions  \\'ere pri n ted and so ld .  ( 2 )  Perfora ted s tamps  wne f i r s t  pro v i ded.  

The J c ,  3<',  5<T,  I O<T and 1 2<t denom i n a t ions  were i ss ued.  bo t h  unpnfora tcd and 

pnfora ted .  the  2'l <T ,  30<t and 9M p(')fora ted o n l y .  ( 3 )  From .J u l y  I .  1 85 1  to Apr i l  

! s t .  1 805  domes t i c  posta ge w a s  dwapn i f  p a i d  bv s t a m ps or cash . Th i s  was  t he 

on h· t i me i n  U .S .  pos ta l h i s tory \\' hen  t h i s  \\' as  t ru e .  ( - 1 ) For t he f i r s t  t im e  m a i l 

o t her t ha n  drop lcuer s  and c i rc u Li rs had  to be prepa id-f i r s t  by s t a m ps o r  cash 

begi n n i n g  Apri l I ,  1 855 and then by s ta mps o n l y  beg i n n i ng J a n uan I .  1 856 .  ( 5 )  

The f i rs t  i m perfora t e  bet\HTl1 \·a r ie t i e s  appeared i n  t h e  3 <T  pnfora ted s ta mp o f  

t h e  1 85 7  i ssue .  ( 6 )  The qua n t i t Y  o f  s t amps  req u i red was s o  l a rge t ha t  more t han  

one  p la 1t· \\'as requ i red 10  pr i  n I 1 he I <T .  3 <T .  5 <T .  I O<T and I 2<T denom i na L ions .  ( 7 )  For 

the  f irs t t ime a s ing le  ra te  of  pos t age would carry a l e 1 1cr  up 10 3 . 000 mi ks or to 
a l l  of t lH· U n i ted S t a t e s  except the  Pac i f i c  coa s t  s t a tes .  ( 8 )  For the f i r s t  t i me th t' 

\Ta r d a t e  appeared frequen t h  i n  to\\' n s  \\' i t h  cance l ing  dev ices .  ( 9 )  S ta m ped 

gunTnmen t em e lopes f i r s t  \\Tn' i ssued s t a rt i n g  i n  1 8:>3  and \\'<.:')( '  req u i red to be 

used bY expresses to prepav  gov(') n m e n t pos tage \\'be t h(') the le 1 1cr  en t e red the 

m a i l s  or  n o t .  ( I O ) Firs t  t i me t h a t  pos t a ge s ta m ps \\'nc u sed to sen·e as  rece i p t s  for 

pavme1 1 1 o f t he ca rr ier dc l inTy ft·t· i 11 c i  1 i cs  ha \ · i ng carr ier  serv ice. ( 1 1 )  The pos t 

mas ter s  \\'ne f i r s t  pro h i bi ted from us ing t he town mark to  cance l  the  s ta m p  a fter 

J u l y  23 , 1 860. ( 1 2 )  Drop l e t ters were req u i red to be prepa id  by s t am ps by t he act  

' .  
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of Fehruary 2 7 ,  1 86 1 .  ( 1 3 ) Carrier service prov ided d e l i ven· 10 homes a nd o ff ices 

in c i t i es having ca rr ier  snvice for the  ] <!: d rop ra te a f ter A pr i l 3 .  1 860.  

[May 5 ,  1 962] 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Quest iu1 1 :  \\'hat  f i rm of ba n k  1 10 1e  engravers hl ' ld t h e  con t ran for t h l' pr i n t i ng 

of the 1 8.ri I i ss ues? 

[May 12, 1 962] 

A nswer lo las t  wrek 's q uery.· Toppa n ,  Carpen ter . C :a s i lcar  & Co . ,  a P h i lack l 

phia f irm held t he con tract  for t he pri n t i ng of a l l  o f  t he I W> I  s t am ps i n  u sl '  from 
J u l y  I ,  1 85 1  un t i l t h e i r  demon e t i za t i o n  i n  1 86 1 .  Thl' mig i n a l  con t rac t  was for a 

t erm of s ix  vears from .J une 1 0 . I W> l  a n d  was extendl'd for ;1 fur ther tnm o f  fo ur  

yea rs i n  1 85 7 .  

[May 1 9, 1 962] 

The l<t Stamps of 1 85 1  and 1 857 

At t h e  t i m e  the f i r s t  pos tage stamps \\Tre pro v ided in  t he U n i ted S ta tes  in 1 84 7  
there  were no I <!:  ra tes , b u t  the  2c  ra tes  on pri n ted c i rc u l ars a n d  drop l e t ters co u l d  

have heen p a i d  by m u l t i ples .  On l y  S<r a nd ! Oct s t a m p s  were i ssued pre , io us t o  

.J u l y  I s t ,  I 8S I \\·hen the  I <r ,  :H and I 2<r den om i na t ions  were ordcrl'd t o  prm·ide t he 

publ ic  w i th s tamps to f i t t h e  reduced ra tes of pos tage. 
The n u m ber of I <t s ta m ps is sued \\'as  approx i m a te h  26,800 ,000 from 1 85 1  to 

I 8S S ;  and 4 4 , 430 ,000 for I W> 9 :  !"i0 .723 . 000 for 1 860:  ancl S 3 , 89·1 . 000 fm 1 86 1 .  As 

suming 40 ,000,000 for I 8S8 ;  35 .000,000 for I 8S7 : a n d  30 ,000, 000 for I 8S6 ( f i rs t 

year domes t i c  mai l h a d  to be prepa i d  by s t a m p s )  we a rr ive a t  the  s t agger i ng to ta l  

of 2"1 1 m i l l ion . 
These s t amps  \\'ere pr in ted from t w e l ve p la tes .  H mH'\'tT. p l a te I \\·a s  reworked 

earh in 1 8S2 ,  a n d  is k nown a s  " P la te I Earl y "  pr ior  to .J une ,  1 8S2 ,  a n d  " P la te I 

La te" therea f ter .  A second p b l l' did no t  appea r u n t i l  1 8S S ,  so " P b H· I E a r l v "  

and " La te"  produced a pprox ima te l y 25 m i l l io n  s t a m ps .  A t  t h i s  ra te .  t weh·e 

pla tes should produce 300 m i l l ion s t a m ps .  
P la te  3 den· loped cracks soon af tn i t  was f i r s t  u sed i n  1 85 6 ,  and was b id a s ide .  

Beca use of t h i s .  p l a te  2.  \\· h ich had dl'vcloped a m a j o r  cr; 1ck . was  con t i n ued i n  

u se un t i l  1 8S 7 .  P l a t e · l  was used on l y  i n  1 8S 7  beca use t hl '  lack of  cl l 'a rance 

b(' l \\Ten s t a m ps made i I preferab le t o U S (' t he ne\\' p l a res  :> . 6 ( m;I \  be ) .  7 ,  ; 1 1 1d  8 

w h i ch had l a rger margins  for perfora t i ng .  
No new p la t es were put  t o  press un t i l  1 859.  \\· hen p b t l '  9 ; 1ppeared . P l a tes 1 0 , 

1 1 , and  1 2  were pri n ted i n  1 860 . a I t  hough n o  p rno f  has  yet  1 unwd u p  t h a t  s l a m  ps 

from p la t es 1 1  and 1 2  \\'Cl(' i ssued pr i or l o  J a n u a ry ,  1 8 fi l . 

[May 5, 1 962] 

Perforating U .S.  Stamps 

The f irs t  perfora ted s tamps ( ear l ie s t  recorded u se i s  Februa ry 28 ,  1 85 7 )  were 
perfora ted on a machine  purcha sed from Bem rose & Son , Derby , England .  This  

mach i ne perfora ted b y  means of m a tch i n g  whee l s ,  one con ta i n i n g  proj ect i ng 

p ins  w h ich fi t t ed i n to holes in the m a tch ing whee l  punching the paper as the 
whee l s  revol n·d . This mach in (' perfora ted 1 5 -ga u ge and requ i red t h (' sheet  to be 
passed t h ro u gh t he machi n(' twice ,  once ver t ica l  ;md a f ter  whee l s  W(' J(' res(' t ,  once 

horizon t a l .  
I n  M a y  1 8!"i8  Toppa n ,  Carp(' !l ! (' r  & Co. becam e  pa ll o f  the Amnican Bank 

Note Com pa n y ,  w h ic h  Compa ny quick ly  ordered a perfora t ing  mach ine  for 

sheets of 1 00 .  This  machine  was no t  used to perfora t(' l J  . S .  s ta mps .  Howcvn, the 
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Had any Jrt stamps been a vailable 
then. that is ' 

This paragraph incorporates correc
tions made in the column of June 30, 
1962. 

The earliest use now kno wn of a 
perforated 3q; stamp of this issue is 
from Portland. Maine on February 
19. 1851 
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A lso see pages 252-3 for additional 
comments on perforating the 1861 
stamps. 

1875 die proof of the 1¢ 1851 stamp. 

Type la, Scott # 6 

THE 185l 'S 

perfora t ing machines of the Na i iona l  Bank No1e  Co. , 1 he prin ters of  1 lw 1 86 1 , 

1 869 and 1 870 i ssues ,  were s imi lar  and proba bly were made by the sa me 
manufacturer .  

Further in forma t ion on th i s  subj ect  can be found in  the Col leciors C l u b  hand
book ,  Ear ly A m erica n Perfora t i ng Mach ines and Perforal iuns, 1 8 5 7-67,  by 
Win i hrnp Boggs. 

[March 6 ,  1 965] 

Scott 's #5- 1 -Cent Type I 

How can any one s tamp,  of an i s sue of which there were a lmost  27 m i l l ion 
i ssued , ca talog over $ 1 ,000 in  used condi t ion? 

Firs !  of  a l l ,  what s tamp are we ta lk i ng  about? The I -cen t Type I ,  pos i t ion 7 on 
the righ t pane of a pla te  of 200 posi t ions first  i ssued July I ,  1 85 1 .  Of the five 
pla tes , including two s ta tes of P la te I ,  used to prin t  these s tamps ,  only  one 
posi tion ever showed the complete design of the stamp. 

When the des ign s  were f irs t  transferred , i t  was soon apparen t that  there was 
not cnough space ava i lable  vert ica l l y  on the p la te for the complete design to be 
t ransferred to the pla te ten t imes and be able  to pr in t  complete s tamps i n  the top 
and bot tom rows .  So the design was shortened, some entries a t  the top , o t hers at 
the bot tom.  The resu l t  of all of th i s  was tha t on ly  one pos i t ion came up  as 
complete as the die proof i l l us tra ted here. 

This stamp 7 R  I occurred once on every sheet prin ted from plate I (early ) .  
Certai n  l ines on the s tamps  pri n ted from pla te  I (early ) became fa i n t  or d i s 
appeared as the designs were no !  t rans ferred as deeply as on succeeding pla tes .  In 
May 1 852 ,  1 99 of the 200 posi t ions were e i ther reentered or recu t  and the p la te 
became known as P la te I ( la t e ) .  Pos i i ion 7 R l became recut  once a l  1he  bottom. 
Only pos i t ion 4R l ( ear l y ) ,  a Type I I  s tamp remai ned un touched. 

Assuming  abou t 6,500,000 s ta m ps pr in ted from pla te I abou t 32 , .SOO copies of 
7R I (ear ly )  exi s ted . An i nspect ion of the auction ca ta l ogs of well known sales of 
the las t  t wenty  years has d i sclosed on ly  seven covers bearing the 7R I (ear ly )  a lone 
or as part of  a m u l tip le ,  and on ly twelve copies off cover. Undoub1cd l y  there are 
others ,  perhaps aga in  as many ,  but  even then a very l i m i ted su pply ex i s t s .  

[May 1 9, 1 962] 

Types of the 1 85 1 -57 One Cent S tamps 

In an earl ier col umn we di scussed Sco t t ' s  #5 , the I -cent Type I of the U . S .  1 85 1  

i ssue .  We now wish to discuss the varia t ions of Type I :  Scot t ' s  #6,  Type Ia ,  #5B 
Ty pe l b ; and the un l i s ted Type l e .  This  week we w i l l  dea l wi th  Type Ia ,  and the 
fol lowing week ,  Types lb and le. 

As you w i l l  reca l l ,  the design was comple 1e  for the Type I. The Type la  m ust  
have the bot tom design complete ,  !ha t  i s ,  the scro l l  mus t  be complele ,  w h i le 1he 
top of the  design i s  not  complete .  Type Ia s tamps come only from 1 8  pos i t ions 
from 1he boi tom row of P la te 4 .  Pla l e  ' I  was not  u sed u n t i l  Apri l 8 ,  1 85 7 .  The f irs t  
pr i n t ing prod uced 1he imperfora 1 t· s l amps,  ScOl l ' s #6. Three and one-ha l f  
m o n  1 hs  la 1 cr ,  1 he s l amps in l h i s p b  I t '  w<'rc perfora i cd ,  s ta r! ing J u h· 2f) .  I 8:> 7 .  a n d  
1hcrcfo re we han· Scot t ' s # 1 9 . a pcr f ora !ed Ty p<' I a .  

[September 1 5 ,  1 962] 



THE 1¢ 1851 STAMPS: ITPES lb AND le 

Types of the 1 85 1 -57 One Cent Stamps 

Las l  week we discussed Type la ,  Sco1 t ' s  #6 :  1 h i s  \\' l ' l 'k \\'C w kc u p  Typc l b  a n d  

l e ,  Scot t ' s  #SA. 
Scot t ' s  #SA, the I ¢  Type lb ,  must have the top of the design complete ,  while the 

bot tom scro l l  i s  s l igh t l y  i nd i s 1 i nc t , or pa r l i a l h· m i ss i ng .  T\' ]X' lb s l amps  come 

on l y  f rom posi t ions ,  3 ,  4 ,  5 ,  6 ,  8 and  9 of  1hc  r igh 1 pa nt ·  of pla te onl' .  l'ar l y .  S in cc 

t h i s  p l a te was rcc u t  and re- uscd as p la i t' Olll ' ,  l a tc  i n  1 8:J 2 ,  T\' ]X' l b  s 1 a m ps ca n 

onlv be found imperfora t e .  

[September 22, 1 962) 

Type I B .  

B R I E .  

Type I, Scott # 5. Type lb, Scott #5A. 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

We have been part i cu lar ly  i mprcsscd t'\Tr s i ncc \\'t' assu mcd thc  l'll i 1or ia l 

pod i um of 1 h i s  col u m n  w i 1 h  t hc s inn-r i 1 y  and i n teres 1 of our con s 1 ; 1 1 1 1 rcadns .  

Our m a i l  bag has been most  i n teres t i n g  a s  w i tn l'ss  t h i s  col u m n .  

\\' t'  han· ne\'er i n ten t iona l l y  m is led o u r  pub l i c, b u t  the  grem l i n s  h; l \T crcp l  i n .  

S o  here a re somt' correc t ions .  
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As noted in the column of November 
24. 1962, following. an illustration of 
the 1� Type I stamp was run in error 
in place of the intended cut of the 
Type lb. A corrected cut of Type lb 
was run with the column of November 
24, 1962. 

The Type I cut is at left and the 
Type 18 at the right, both correctly 
identified. 

The Scott catalog number for Type 
lb, which was changed since the 
column was written. has been revised 
in both the text and illustrations on 
these pages to avoid further confusion. 

Hert'w i t h  i s  the  cu t  w h ich should have appeared 1 0  i l l us 1 1« t 1 t · 'hpt· l b . Sco t !  See note, above. 

#SA, in our column of September 22,  1 962 . A  number of our readers have poin ted 
ou t tha t  1 he cu l  which a p pea red 10 i l l u s l ra te  the  Type l b  i s  1 ht· r; 1 1 t · T\' J H' I s t a m p. 

[November 24 , 1962) 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

S ta n ley Ashbrook defined a Type le ,  a l t hough t h i s  t ype i s  no1  l i s tcd i n  Srn1 t ' s  

ca t a log .  In  s tamps of t h i s  type bot h  parts  of the  top and bo 1 1om des i gn a re 

m i ss ing ,  a l l  hough both frame l i nes ( t op and  bot tom ) are rnmpl l' l e .  Th i s  t y pe 

appears i n eigh t pos i t ions of pla1c 4 :  4 7 L. 4 9 R .  83 L ,  8 l R . 82 R .  89R .  9 1 R .  a n d  

96R . They  d iffer from Type Ia  i n  t h a l  t h e  r i gh t  fu l l  p l ume a nd r igh l  ba l l  i n  the  

bot tom par l  of the  design art'  somew h a l  i ncom pll ' l t' . 

[September 22, 1962) 

Types of the 1 85 1 -57 One Cent Stamps 

Having  d i scussed t he var ia t ions of Type I of the  l 1 . S .  I 8:J I -:J7  one cen t i n  o ur 

columns of September 1 5  and 22 ,  we now re 1 u rn  to  Typt' I I .  
Scott ' s  # 7 ,  a I -cen t Type I I  s tamp, i s  i m perfora te .  I t  i s  a l so known perfora l l 'd 

as Scot t ' s  #20.  There are three varie t i es of t h e  Type I I  s tamps .  M os I of t hl 'm h a n· 

the des i gn com plete a t  t h e  top, and n ear l y  complete a t  the  bo t 1 o m ,  l 'xce p t  t ha t  

the  p l u m es haw bet'n c u t  off. and  par t  of t he scro l l s  have been short l'ncd . How-
Type lc. 
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ever, one variety of the Type I I  has the  top ornament ,  as we l l  a s  the  bottom 
ornament  shortened ( see Figure 2 ) .  

These Type I I  s ta m ps come from pla tes I <:>a r ly ,  I l a t e ,  2 .  and  3 ,  a l l  im perfora t<:> 
on l y :  p la t e  ·I , perfora t e and imperfora te, and p la tes 1 1  and 1 2 , perfora ted only .  

[September 29, 1 962) 

Figure 1. The Type II stamp in a 
normal variety. 

Figure 2. Type II with both top and 
bottom ornaments shortened. 

Multiples of the 1 -cent 1 85 1  lmperforate Type I 

Previous columns  have descri bed the 4 i m perfora te Type I types : na mely I ,  Ia , 

l b, & le. Types I and l b  i mperfora te appear  on P la te I ear ly ,  wh ich was  in use 
approximate l y  ten months before i t  was recut and became Pla te I la te in Apri l or 
May 1 852 . 

Frank Levi of Larchmon t ,  New York had recorded the fol lowing mul t i ples of 
Type I ( Scot t  #5 ) ,  and Type lb  (Scot t  #SA) and the other types i n  P la te I (earl y ) .  

Combinations with Type I Hori1. Vert. Combinations with Type lb Horiz. Vert. 

I & l b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 l b  & l b . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

l b  & I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . I I  & l b  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

I & I I I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  l b  & I l la . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I & l b  & l b . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2 l b  & l b  & l b  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

lb  & lb & 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I I  & l b  & l b  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

I & I l l a  & I I  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 l b  & l b  & I I  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Tota l  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 3 l b  & I I  & I I  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
I I  & I I  & lb  & lb & lb & l b I 

Tota l . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2  2 

All  of the imperfora te Type Ia and le s ta mps  came from Plate 4 .  This  plate 
was only u sed th ree or four months i n  1 85 7  prior to perfora t ing.  

Com b i n a t ions w i t h  Type l a  Horiz. Vert. 

Ia & Ia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4 

I I I & Ia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
la & Ia & Ia . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Ia & le & le . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Tota l . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 2  

Combi nations with Type le 

le & le  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
le & I I I  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
I I I  & le . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
le & II I & le . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
I I I  & le & Illa . . . . . . . . . .  . 
I l la & Il la & le . . . . . . . . .  . 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

H oriz. Vert. 

l 

6 0 

These tabula t ions show the m uch grea ter  u s<· of I -cen t  s tamps a f t er t he  law 
requir ing s tamps to prepay posta ge af ter January I ,  1 856 on all domes t i c  mai l .  



THE 1¢ 1851 STAMPS: TYPES II, Ill AND Illa 

N i nl' t l'en m u l t i ples of TYpl's Ia ; 1 1 1 d  le a n· recmdnl from P la t e  · I  1 1 s! 'd ; t l t n I H:lfi i n  

a s h o rt 3 o r  I mon t h  pniod \\' h i  le 01 1  I "  t \\'e l l  t '  - fo u r  \\T IT nTon l ( ' ( I  I m  r ,  p t ·  I & I b 

used d nri  ng  a l mo s t  1 0  1 1 1 0 11 t h s i 1 1 I W> I ; 1 1 1 d  I 8:>2 p r i o r t o t h t '  prt 'p; I \  1 1 H · 1 1 1 rt 'q 1 1  i r! ' 

l11 l' l l  I .  
(June 29, 1 963] 

One Cent 1 85 1 -57 Types 

This week we con t i n ue our d i scuss ion of  t he U . S .  1 85 1 -5 7 one cen t s tamps 
w i th Typl's J I I  a nd J l l a .  

Scott ' s  #8 ,  Type I I I  comes from pla tes I ear ly  and 2 .  i m perfora te,  and  pla te 4 ,  
both perfora te and i m perfora te .  A l l  Tvpe I I I  s ta mps m u s t  have bot h  the bot tom 

and top curved l i nes broken . They must have the ornamen t s  com ple te  on both 
s ides . The only Type I I I  on P l a te 2 i s  pos i t ion 99R 2 ,  which i s  the  bes t known 

example  of Type I I I .  There a re 3 6  or more Type I I I  pos i t ions  on P l a te 4 .  

Sco t t ' s  #SA, Type I l l a ,  found i m perfora te o n l y  on  P l a te I ear ly a n d  p la l l' 3 ;  

perfora te a n d  i mperf orate o n  P l a tes 2 and 4 ,  perfora te o n l y  on  P la te I I .  Perfora te  
Type I l la s ta m ps a re Scott ' s  #22.  They d i ffer  from Type I I I ,  i n  that  there i s  a 
break e i ther i n  the top or bot tom c urved l i ne ,  w h i l e  on Type I l l ,  bot h  the top and  

bot tom curved l i nes have  been broken . The  bes t  examples  are those s tamps 

showing l arge breaks .  

[October 6 ,  1 962] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Mor t imn L .  N e i n ken wr i t es to corrff t  a s ta temen t i n  t he co l u m n  of October 6 ,  

1 962,  the  f i rs t  sen tence of the th i rd p ; 1 1 ; 1 g r; 1 p h  s h rn t l d J i ; 1 \ t '  1 t · ; 1 d  ; 1 ,  l o l l o 11 ' :  

"Sco t t ' s  # 8 a ,  Ty pe I l la ,  a re fou n d  i m perfora te o n  P l a te I ea rl y ; perfora te  a n d  
i m perf  orate  on P l a tes 2 a n d  1 ;  a n d  perforate o n l y  on P l a te 1 1 . "  

[November 24,  1 962] 

Mul tiples of l ¢ Types III  and IIIA l mperforate 

As of t h i s  \\T i  t ing ,  1 <t Type I I I  s tamps come from one pos i t io n .  99R ,  on P l a te 2 

and t h i rt y - s i x  pos i t ions  on P l a te 4 .  P l a te 2 came i n to use i n  Decem ber 1 85 5 .  b u t  
on ly  o n e  posi t ion was  Type I I I ,  s o  m o s t  m u l t i p les h a d  to  come from P la tt '  · l  
dur ing t he short peri od in 1 85 7  when Pla te 4 was i s s ued i m perfora ll · .  

Fra n k  Lev i .  J r . has  rt'corded t hese a s  fo l lows :  

Combination Horizontal Vertical Combina tion Horizon tal Vertical 

I I I  & I I I  9 I I & I I I & I I 1 

I I I  & l l J a  8 I I  & I I I  & I l la 2 

I I Ia & I I I  4 I I I  & I l la & I I Ia 2 

I I  & I I I  I I l la & I I I  & I I I a  2 

I l & I I & I I I  3 I I Ia & I l la & I I I  I 

Tota l  3 3  2 

Type I l la comes from 29 pos i t ions P l a te I ear l y ,  pos i t ion I OOR on P l a te 2 ,  and 
1 1 8 pos i t ions  on P la te  4 .  

Combi nation Horizontal Vertical Combi n a t ion Horizontal Vertical 

I l la & I l la 1 9  I l l a  & I I  & I l l a  I 

I l la & I I  9 I I  & I l l a  & I I  3 5 

I I  & I l l a  4 3 I I I a  & I I  & I I  9 1 

I l la & I l la & I l l a  9 I I  & I I  & I l la  2 

I l la & I l l a  & I I  4 I I  & I I I a  & I l l a  

I I  & Illa & I l l a  4 & I I  & J I I a  & I I  I 

Total 63 1 3 
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Type Ill 

Type /Ila 
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Confirmed by Mr. Mortimer L Neinken 
in 1982. 

Position 33L2, a Type II stamp, is 
listed in the catalogs with the crack. 
but not without it. See next page and 
the following columns. 

THE 1851 - 1857 ISSUE 

The n um ber of hor i zon ta l  p ieces recorded to vert ical  i n  these tables  i s  96 to 1 5  

or a bo u t  617 to one.  

Ovcra l l  for a l l  the I ct Types ; 1 33 hor izon ta l p ieces and 2 1  vert ica l  p i eces for a 

ra t io  of 6 17 to I on the  nose.  

Th i s  is approx i m a te l y  the same ra t i o  as  found for the ! Oct i m perfora te s ta m p .  

The records o f  M r.  Levi were made from i tems  i n  h i s  o w n  col lec t ion  a n d  
auct ion ca ta l ogs over a per iod o f  t i me. N a t ura l ly , i t  i s  i m possi ble  t o  m a ke such a 

record com pl e te, bu t a l a rge enough sa m p l e  of the  tota l i s  l i s ted to gener a l i ze 
from h i s  f i nd ings .  We are grea t ly i n debted to M r .  Lev i  for shar ing t h i s  i n forma

t ion w i t h  us .  

[October 5 ,  1 963) 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Qur's / ion :  Which I <r s ta mps a rc the  mos t  common and whi ch are the  ha rdes t  to 

f ind? 

[May 5 ,  1 962) 

,i nswrr to  last wcr k 's q u rry : The Ty pe I of the  1 85 1  i s sue i s  by far t h e  hardes t  

l <r s t amp to  come by . T h e  eas ie s t  to acq u i re a re t he Type V s ta mp s of the  1 857  
I S S lH' .  

[May 1 2 , 1 962) 

Perforate 99R2 

One of  t he lessons a col u m n i s t  l earns  is to be s pec i f ic .  For exam p le ,  one of our 

q ues t ions  was ,  " \\' h a t  I -cen t s tamps arc the most  com mon and which a re t he 

hardes t to  f ind? " 
One o f o u r  "·e l l - i n formed rcaders . t h i n k ing i n  terms of pos i t ion r; 1 t h er than  

tY )X'S ,  ca l led our  a t ten t i on to the fac t  t ha t no I -cen t s t amp exceeds the  rar i t y  of 

Scott ' s  N o .  2 1 . t l,H · perfora ted type I I I  I - cen t  s t a m p  from pos i t ion 99R 2 .  He i s  
q u i t e r igh t when pos i t i on s arc con s idered.  The  f i r s t  s ta m ps from pla te 2 i n  the  

i mperfora tc s ta te a ppeared a s  ea r l y  as  December 5 ,  1 855 ,  b u t  t hese s t amps per
forate f i r s t  a ppea red J u l y 26 ,  l 8 S 7 ,  a fter  on I' approx i ma te l y e igh teen mon t h s  of 

use i m perfora tc .  However, p la te s I la te .  2. an d  4 were re t i red prior to the end of 

1 857 a ft er l e s s  than six mon t h s  use. Perfora te s t a m ps from t hese p la tes a rc q u i te 

scarce . Perhaps ten cop ies of 99R2 per fora ted cou l d  be loca ted a f ter a mos t  d i l i 
gen t sea rc h ,  wh i le some f i f ty  copies  of  t he 7 R  I ea r l y , t he Type I ,  a re known .  

Your  ed i tors ha ,·e a l i s t  of  over t wen ty  from t he auc t ion  sa les of j u s t t he  l a s t  

f i f teen yea rs . 
O u r  a n swer was t h e  Tv pe I .  mean i n g  s t amps  from pos i t ion 7 R  ea rl y . T h i s  

answn w a s  correct  i f  t h e  " t ype" o f  I -cen t  s t a m p  h a d  been used i n  t he ques t ions .  

a s  i t  \\'a s  our  i n ten t ion to  do ,  beca use 99R2 i s  a Type I I I  s t a m p .  Ty pe I I I  occ urs 
in  the one pos i t ion from p l a te 2 and in a n um ber of  pos i t ions  from p la te · I .  
Thncforc , a s i za b le n umber o f  Type I I I  s t a m p s  ex i s t .  

A l l  t h i s  br ings to m i nd tha t  t hne i s  ano ther  s t ; 1 m p  from p l a te 2 w h ich  i s  q u i te 

r;m· . I t  i s  3 3 1 .2 \\· i t hou t  t he crack ,  t he l a s t  s t amp of t he famous  p b tc 2 crac k .  The 

n;1Ck l eng thened s low l y  f ina I I \  rcach i n g  t he top o f  pos i t ion c33 L2 shon ly bdore 

the  s ta m ps from p b t e 2 were pnfor; t t( '(I . 

To q uote  from Sta n le y  Ash brook ' s  T lu' Tvpr's a n d  Pia te.1 of t h r' U.S .  0 II(' Crn t 
J S 'i f - ' 5 7: " N o  copies  of t he cracked pos i t i on s  a n· k no\\' n  to the  wr i ter  \\'h ich do 
1 1 0 1  show t h<' nacks .  t hough I han·  a l wavs  had i n  m i nd t he poss i b i l i t y t h ; 1 t  t h<' 

pb tt' m igh t  han· bt'e ll used for ; 1  shor t  pniod ) )(' fort' t hl' damage of the  d ro p ped 

rd id ca used t he nack to gradua l I v  devt' lop .  Wh ; 1 t  a rt' l ' \' i dl' n t l y  \'(' !"\' ea rl y  i m 

pn·ss ions  show the  crack b u t  fa i n t l y  ru n n i n g  t h ru 2L,  1 2 1 . , 1 3 1 . ,  and i n to 23L.  
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La ter pri n t i ngs show t h e  cra c k  g(' t t i n g  hea\ · in and ex ten d i n g  i n to :rH .2 .  So t h( '  
rarest cond i t ion must  he 33 L2 \\' i t h o u t  t he n;1c k . " 

[June 23, 1 962] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Query: Who has a copy of a I -cen t 3 3 L2 w i t ho u t  t h e  crack? 

[June 23, 1 962] 

A nswer to last  Wf'f' k 's q u ery: Nei t her of  the a u t h ors h a ve seen a I -cen t 3 3 L2 
w i thou t t he crack .  O n l y  t ime  and the  m a i l s  \\' i l l  pro \' i clc an answer.  

[June 30, 1 962] 

33L2 Without Crack 

Mort imer N e i n ken wr i tes in an swer to our query of J une 23rd t h a t  lw has a n  

i m perfora te  pa i r  33 -34L2 on a cm·er m a i led to  France A pri l 2,  1 8!'i6 ,  w i t ho u t  a 
crack ,  and adds tha t 3 3 L2 " could  a l so occur perfora ted ( \\' i thou t the crac k ) ,  
beca use I have found many  perfora ted copies fro m  P l a te 2 .  w h ich arc ear l ier 

i mpress ions t han  some of the  i m perfora tes . . .  they pro b a b l y  s t acked the  shee ts  as  
they were pr in ted and some of the very ear ly  i m press ion s rema i ned a t  the  bo t tom 

of th<:> pi le  a nd were perfora ted a t  t h e  very end ,  af ter  the  p l a te was d i scarded . "  
M r. Ne inken a lso com men t s  abo u t  the 99R2 per forated.  " You ca n repea t t h a t  

t h i s  s tamp i s  m u c h  m ore scarce than t h e  (Type I )  7 R  I ear ly .  I n  t h e  many  years I 

have been col lect ing . . . I  have on ly  noted eigh t copies  perfora ted o ff cover .  and  

two examples on cover. The on ly min t  copy I have  ever  seen  was  i n  a block o f  9 
sold i n  Caspary sa le  J a n uary ,  1 956 ,  bri ng ing $8 ,2SO . OO. " 

Mr.  Ne inken asks :  " Ha s  anyone seen a m i n t  99R2 perfora ted.  o t her than  t he 

one men t ioned a bove ? "  

[August 25 , 1 962] 

The 1 857 Issue 

Mort i mer Neinken i l l us tra ted h i s  presen ta t ion at N A P  EX w i t h  co lored s l ides .  
S ta nley Ashbrook had been his  teacher and Morris  For tga ng co l labora ted in 

m uch of his  work on the  H t  s ta m p. 
Mr .  Ne inken reported thus  on the s ta tus  of p l a t i n g  the I <I' pe rfor a t ed pla tes :  

P la te 4-a complete lef t  pa ne i s  owned by Mr.  N e i n ken ; P l a te S-a l l  bu t 3 pos i 
t ions are pla ted ; P l a t e  6-noth ing i s  known abo u t  t h i s  p l a te ;  P l a te 7 - a l l  b u t  two 

pos i t ions are p l a ted;  P l a te 8-fu l l  s hee t s  of  bo th  panes e x i s t ;  P l a te 9-fu l l  shee t s  
o f  bot h  pa nes ex i s t ,  P l a te I 0-fu l l  shee t s  of both panes e x i s t ;  P l a te I I -w i l l  never 

be pla ted beca use of i n s u ff ic ien t ma teria l .  An u n p l a ted t r i p le  t rans fer  from t h i s  
plate exis t s ;  P la te 1 2-a b lock o f  8 2  from le f t  pane w h ich  i s  s t i l l  n o t  com ple te l y  

p la ted . No la rge known b locks ex i s t  from t h e  r igh t pane .  

[December 5, 1 964] 

Report From N apex III 

M ore from Mort imer N e i n ken ' s  t a lk  a t  the S a t ur d a y  Workshop of  the U . S .  

Phi la te l i c  Classics Soc ie ty :  
A very f ine  copy of the I er 1 85 7 ,  Type 4 ,  the recu r s tamp,  i s  very d i ff icu l t  to  f ind  

because the  perfora t ions q u i te often c u t  i n to the  des ign .  
The 1 ¢  Type le w h i c h  i s  not  ca t a loged , b u t  was  f i r s t  descr i bed by S ta n ley 

Ashbrook occurs perfora ted on P la te  4 .  The Type le s tamp has  the lower lef t  
scrol l  and ornamen ts complete ,  wh i le t he lower r igh t scro l l  a nd ornamen t s  a re 

only  part ia l l y  complete .  Thi s  s tamp i s  ex tremely  rare because perfora t ions i n  

thi s  area a t  t h e  bottom of t h e  s tamp frequen t l y  des troy t h e  i de n t i fy ing fea tures .  

191 

Apparently, this is still the only unused 
example of 99R2 (1982). 

Reports are from the U S. Philatelic 
Classics Society workshops at NAPEX 
in Washington, D. C. in 1964. See page 
9 for details. 
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See illustration on page 186. The 
"mark" is actually in relief. 

A large die proof of the 3tt 1851 stamp. 

THE 1851 - 1857 ISSUE 

The l <t  Type Ia comes from the  bot tom row o f  P la te 4 .  You look for the l i t t l e  
mark  across the  fra me u nder " lJ "  as a h e l p  to iden t i fy th i s  type.  

The deep s hade of b l ue occas iona l l y  found on a I <t 1 85 7  stamp i s  on l y  fou nd on 

s ta m ps prin ted from P l a te 5 .  A left  pane b lock  o f  2 1  ex i s ts from P l a te 5.  Morris 
Fortgang bel ieved that e i ther two separa te t ra n s fer  ro l l s  were used in m a k i ng t h i s  
p l a te or o n e  of  the  rol l s  w a s  a l tered wh i le t h e  p l a te was  be i n g  tra n s ferred . 

The lef t  s i x  vert i ca l  rows on the  l e f t  pane o f  P l a te 5 arc t ype V .  The r igh t four 
ver t ica l rows of  the  same pa ne a rc Type Va .  Pos i t ion 60L5 i s  the  " ON " curl .  

Pos i t  ions  5 l -5 4 R  7 ,  and 60L7 a l l  show I h e  " O "  cur l .  An  . .  E Y E "  c ur l ,  lef t  o f  the 
eye ,  occurs in pos i t ions from 3 in t he le f t  pane  across the top row to 3 in the r igh t 

pane  of P la t e  7 .  
The l <t 1 85 7  P l a te 9 has a very hea\ 'y  ce n ter l ine d i \· i d i n g  t h e  l e f t a n d  r igh t 

panes ,  wh i l e  P l a te I O  has no cen ter  l i ne ,  b u t  have s hort  l i nes a t  the top and 
bot tom of the shee t .  There a re n o  perfora t ions  be tween the s tamp a nd the shee t  
m a rgin be t ween t he l ef t  a nd r igh t panes of  P l a te 1 0 . 

There i s  a dot i n  the lower le f t  ornament  i n  the  " B " re l ie f  of P l a te 7 .  The cur l  
i n  the  ha i r  i s  pos i t ion 23 L 7 .  a " C "  re l i ef .  I n  the  " D' '  re l i ef  t here i s  a d o t  u nder the 

" O "  i n  the  w h i te area . 8 1  R 7  and e igh t other pos i t ions  show a sho u l der b l i s te r. 
The  " F" rel i e f  s hows wh i t e  i n  t h e  b l ue la lwl  over " Pos tagl' " a t  t he top of the 

s ta 1n p .  

[January 1 6 ,  1 965] 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
(2ue.1 t /01 1 : l low many Type I s ta m ps o f  the I -cen t  of t h e  pt'l fora t( ' ( I  i s su(' o f  

I 8:i 7  ar(' fou n d  on P l a te 1 2 ? 

[May 1 9 , 1 962] 

A 1 1 . 1wn t o  las t  week ' .1  q uery: Pb ll '  I 2 .  \1 '  hi ch \1·a s used l a t < ' in l 8fi0,  produced 99 
Ty pl' I of t h e  1 -n·n t pt'l fora t nl s t ; 1 1nps ( Scot t ' s No. 1 8 ) from ('ach sheet of  200 

s t a m ps .  A l l  of t hese s ta mps han· ; 1  dot in t hl '  ldt "·h i te bmdn s 1 1 rr o u n d i n g  the 
m (' cb l l io n .  

[ M a y  2 6 ,  1 962] 

The 3 Cent Stamp of 1 85 1  and 1 857 

U n t i l  thl' Posta l Ac t of Marc h  1 3 , 1 85 1  est a b l i shed 3 ffn t s  pn one-ha l f  ounce 
a s  t h l ' s i ng le  domes t ic  pos t a l  ra tl' u p  t o  3 , 000 m i le s ,  t here was no need for a s tamp 
o f  t h (' 3 -n·n t  denom i n a t i on .  As of  J u l y  I , 1 85 1 ,  3 cen ts wou l d  carry a s i ng le  l e t ter 
ten t i mes a s  fa r as  5 cen ts  would  d u r i n g  th l' s i x  pre\· ious  years .  S i x  cen t s would  
cany a ) (' ( t er  to the Paci f ic  Coa s t ,  w herea s former l y  i t  cos t · !O  cen t s .  

T h e  r('q u i remen t s  for 3 -n· n t  s t a m ps for t he per iod were t remendous ,  s l o w l y  

expand i n g  from . J8  m i l l ion the f i r s t  yea r t o  6 2  m i l l ion i n  1 85 5 ,  th l'n  j um p i n g  t o  

9 1  m i l l ion i n  1 856 when prepa yment  by  s t a m ps \\'er(' req u i red . 
A t o t a l of a pprox i ma tel y 1 .0 2 0 , 896 ,000 s t a m ps were i ssu('d . A t o t a l  of 29 p l a tes 

wen· us('d . P l a tes  I .  1 0 , and 1 1  ; 1 1 c  knmn1 in th ree s t a l l' s :  ear l y .  i n t <Ttnl'd i a t l' ,  a nd 

l a t l ' ,  "· h i k  p b tes 2 . !"i . and 9 a rc k nown i n  t w o  s 1 ; 1 t l' s ;  l'a r l y  a n d  b t l ' .  Thl '  s t a t l' s of 
a p la t l ' a rc i m port a n t  o n l y  i n  t ha t  t h l '  nTon d i t ion ing  ( re-e n t er i n g  and s t rcngLh

l ' l l i ng l i n l's of  t hl '  dl 's ign ) a l l ow l'd p la t es rl 'ady  to bt ·  d i scardl'd t o  bl' con t i n u('(1 i n  

L I S(' . 

On l y  p la t l' s  0 t h rnugh 8 i n  a l l  t h l ' i r  s t a t  l 's prod un·d i mpnfora t t· s t a m ps .  A l l  29 

p l a t  l 's l 'XCl 'pt () and  I prnd w  ( ' ( I  p<Tfora t l'd s t a m ps t h ough the q ua n t i t i es pr in ted 
from the  pb t l' s  8 and below w crl' l i m i t l 'd . 

A l l  t he ora n gl'- hrown sta mps ( Scot t ' s No .  1 0 ) a rl' from p l a tes 0 ,  I ( l'a rl y ) ,  I ( i n 
termediate) ,  2 ( early) and 5 (early)  which were sen t to  press in J u n e , J uly and. 



THE J¢ "EXPERIMENTAL" ORANGE-BRO WNS 

Augus l .  1 8.ri  I .  
O n l y  O l l l' p la i t' .  p l a i t '  I ( Li l t · ) .  f i rs r  t t s< 'd 1 0  p r i n t  s t ; 1 1 1 1 p -, i 1 1  01 t o l w r  I H :-, I .  p rn 

duct'd bot h m ; 1 1 1 gt · - I J 10\\· 1 1  ( Sc o l l ' s '.'\ o .  1 0 )  ; i n d  l >1 0 \\ 1 H ; 1 rn 1 1 1 w  ( S < 0 1 1 · , :\ o .  1 1  ) .  
[May 26, 1 962) 

The 1 85 1  "Experimental "  Orange Brown Shades 
By W . W .  Hicks 

Guest Editor 

For the past f i ve years ,  at l ea s t ,  Dr .  W. F. Amonet te and myse l f  wi th the 
act ive he lp of  the l a te Dr .  Carro l l  Chase had been trying to complete P la te I l a te 
i n  these "experimen ta l "  shades of the l a te 1 85 1 .  Dr. Amonet te ' s  set  i s  now 
complete ,  m i ssing maybe one or two posi t ions ,  whi l e  my set  i s  over 50 percen t 
complete.  I n  our experience the maj ori ty  of these P l a te 1 l a te copies  pu t  ou t in 
1 85 1  are in a del icate shade, much better described as  a "du l l "  orange-brown,  
which does not exact ly  ma tch any other orange- brown shade from any other 
orange-brown plate ,  a l though as  Mr. Tracy S impson states ,  a percen tage of these 
"experimen ta l "  colors a l so come i n  a shade defi n i te ly  the usua l  orange- brown ,  
a n d  a l so i n  a shade c lose t o  t h e  f i n a l  1 852  brownish -carmine shadt' adopted for 
a l l  plates used in 1 852 .  

The reasons behind the color experiments ,  carried on i n  la te  1 85 1  by t he 
printers ,  should be in teres t ing t o  a l l  s tudent s  of the "colors" of Scot t # I 0 and # 1 1 .  
From the beginning the orange-brown pla tes had given the prin ters a l l  k inds of 
trouble.  P l a te I in i t s  ear l ies t  s t a te did not prin t  sa t i sfactori l y ,  and was on ly in 
u se for about  two weeks when the plate was 1aken out of product ion and 
"reworked" to t ry  and improve i t s  prin ting q ua l i t ies , thus  giv ing us  P la te  1 in 
termediate .  The reworking of P la te  1 in termedia te was a l so more or  le s s  of a 
fai lure,  as copies from this  s ta te of P la te I did not  pri n t  a s  wel l  as tht' copies from 
the early s ta te .  

In the mean time the prin ters were a l so having trouble wi th  two o ther pla tes ,  
Plate 0 and P la te 5 early .  The only pla te not  ser iously a ffected by the orange
brown inks was P la te 2 early .  P la te 0 was fina l ly  di scarded comple te ly  and never 
revived, while Plate 5 early ,  a l though s tart ing in 1 85 1  to show s igns of serious 
cracking and taken out  of product ion for this  reason , was la ter revi ved i n  1 855  in  

19J 

A December, 1851 use of a 3¢ orange 
brown stamp on the New Haven & 
Greenfield R.R. See tracing of marking, 
below. Thus, this co ver combines the 
two main interests of the late "Bill" 
Hicks, who collected both 3¢ 1851-60 
stamps and railroad covers avidly. 

The manuscript origin name and 
"Paid 3" may ha ve been written by 
the sender before sending the cover 
to the railroad by messenger to 
purchase a stamp and hand to the 
route agent aboard the cars. 

Both Plates 1, Late and 2, Late, had 
very early printings in orange brown 
shades. These printings were not in 
the "experimental" shade that came 
later. 

Also see the column of April 15, 1967. 
page 18, for more detail about W W  
Hicks and his collections of 3¢ 1851-
57 stamps and early railroad route 
agent covers. 
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spi te of i ts damaged condi tion . 
Hrnce in  earl y October 1 85 1 .  t lw pri n t ers  hav ing successfu l l y  deepened the  

engran·d l i nes of P la te I t o  form P la t t· I .  la te  s t a te ,  s tar ted exper i men t ing  w i t h  
t h e  i n k s  to  try and find a n  ink  formula  t h a t  would n o t  af fect the pla tes. These 
experi men ts were eviden t l y  successfu l as t he pri n t er s  had no fur thn p la te 
trouble except  normal  wear from t hen on .  

[January 4 ,  1 964] 

A New Listing In Scott 's Special ized U .S .  Catalog? 

Recen t ly one of our col u mns ,  wri t ten by W . W .  H icks ,  was  en t i t l ed "The 1 85 1  
Experimental Orange -Brown . "  The le tt er from which the column was 
compiled a l so stated tha t :  " Many of us have fe l t  for some time tha t Scot t  ( U . S .  
Specia l ized Catalog)  should give a separate l i s t ing for these "experimen t a l "  
shades used b y  the pri n ters i n  la te 1 85 1 .  Our suggest ion w o u l d  be a des igna t ion 
of # 1 0-a .  The shades i n  most  cases are defin i te ly  recogn i zable ,  and P la te I l a te 
has defin i te di fferences from other orange-brown pla tes to any modera te ly ex
perienced specia l i s t .  I nc iden ta l l y ,  a rare and sma l l  quan t i ty of copies  in these 
experimen tal  shades a re known from Pla te 2 l a te

· 
s ta te and P la te 3 . "  

Dr. B i l l  Ammonette ,  who opera tes the U . S .  1 85 1 -60 U n i t  Sales c ircu i ts ,  and 
owns Dr.  Chase ' s  comprehens ive color char t ,  a nd does color  expert i zing,  ex 
presses h imsel f as to a new l is t ing: 

"I th ink the plate I experimen ta l ( orange-brown ) should  be l i s ted separa te ly  
as i t  i s  a d i s t inct  shade j us t  as  the O B ,  c larets e tc .  I L  i s  rarer than the true OB as  i t  
was  on ly  prin ted about  2Yz months .  I have  often gone i n to a dea ler ' s  shop and 
found a cover used i n  l a te 1 85 1  being so ld  as a true O B ,  bu t i t  i s  actua l l y  an  ex
perimen ta l  OB and I have never been able Lo expla i n  th i s  to them s ince it i sn ' t  
l i s ted in  Scou ' s  cata log . " 

He furt her men tions experimental  O B ' s  from other p la tes . ' I  do not c lass  the 
experi men ta l  OB from p la tes 2L and 3 w i th the p la te I L  as  these mus t  be ac
ciden ta l  '52 shades ra ther than a true experimental  O B ,  and they can ' t  resemble 
the P la t e  I L  experimen tal  OB, the few tha t  I ' ve  seen . There are some ear ly  5L 
shades from plates 2L and 3 that  arc very c lose to the true OB, and Dr.  Chase 
ca l led these exper imenta l  O B ' s ,  but I don ' t  know how to c lass i fy t hem . "  

The recommenda t ion for a new l i s t ing  o f  these s tamps a s " I Oa Experi menta l 
orange-brown " would show an ear l ies t  date of use of October 1 2 , 1 85 1 .  U nder 
these circumstances what would the ear l ies t da te of use of No. 1 1  become? Tracy 
S impson s ta ted in a previous col umn:  "I have some p la te I ( l a te )  s tamps used i n  
December 1 85 1  tha t are i n  t h e  so-ca l led 1 852 shade . . .  " Therefore a da te i n  De
cem ber 1 8.5 1 would proba bly  be esta b l i shed by further s tudy by s t udents  of  these 
s tamps . 

I f  those in teres ted in  th i s  pro posa l w i l l  wri te i n ,  we can de ter m i ne the  exten t of  
in terest  i n  the  new ca ta l og l i s t i ng.  

[May 23, 1 964] 

Earliest Use Scott 's  No. l l -3¢ 1 85 1  

F .  R .  Dunla vy of Savannah .  Georgia , com men ts :  
"I  can f ind noth ing in Chase or my other reference books as to when i t  (Sco t t ' s  

No.  1 1 , 3ct  1 8 .5 1 ) was  f i r s t  prin ted, fi rs t i s sued to  the  post offices , and the  f irs t  
known date of use .  I t  would seem to  me a l i u l e  doubt fu l  that  the change i n  color 
was prin ted i n  la te ' 5 1 and apparen t l y i t was not  put in  use i n  '5 1 from t he 
ca ta log. Scott l i s t s  '52 and su bseq uent years and  yet , inciden ta l l y ,  i n  paren thes i s  
oppos i te the  numbers t hey on ly  show i t  as bei ng prin ted '53 , ' 5 1 and ' !°'>5 . "  

Who i s  more qua l i f i ed t o  answer t han Tracy Si mpson,  the 1 85 1 -60 Sect ion 
Edi tor of the Chron icle? He repl ies :  
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"I t  was a lways h i s  ( Carrol l Chase ' s )  bel ief tha t  the  Sco t t  No .  I 0 s tamp should 
be considned as any tha t came from t lw fol lowing p la tes :  0 .  l ( c ) .  l ( i ) . 2(c ) ,  and 
5 (e ) .  

"The  firs t  Sco t t  No .  1 1  was  w ha t ca m e  from p la te  I i n i t s l a t e  s ta t < ' .  T h < '  ( ' ; t r l i c s t  

recorded cover known from tha t  p la te  i n  t he la te  s t a t t· bea r s  da te of Oct. 1 2 . l 8!i I .  

Hence ,  acco rding to Dr .  C h a s e ' s  v iewpoi n t  ( w i t h  wh ich a l l  of the  :l <: col lec t ors 
tha t  I k now of agree ) ,  tha t i s  the f i r s t  day of use of Scot t ' s No .  1 1 . 

" Chase has said tha t the  shade of i n k  was s l igh t l y  changed a t  t h e  s a m e  t ime 

and that the pla te  I s tamps i n  th <." la te  s t a t<." tha t wen· pri n ted i n  Octobn ; 1 1 1d  
N ovembt'r ,  1 8!i l ,  wt"rt" i n  a n  " t'xpcr imt'n ta l  orange-bro wn . "  Act u a l l \' i t  i s  mos t  

difficu l t  for  me to de tec t  t he di f fncnce bt· twt"t"n th is  "cxpn i m < 'n ta l shad<' "  ; 1 1 1d  

ont' of the so-cal lt"d regu la r ora ngt'-brown shades of Sco t t  No . I O . 

"The color very q u i ck l y  was cha nged to  the t y pica l 1 Wi2  brown i sh -c;mn i n< ' .  I 

have somt" pla t<."  I ( l a t e )  s t a m ps used i n  Dec. I S:i l  t ha t  a rt' i n  t h e  so-ca l led 1 8:i 2  
shade a s  descr i bed . 

" The whole quest ion h i nges on wha t  you defi ne as a No .  1 1 .  If i t  i s  ddi nt'd as  

any s tamp not  i ssut"d in  orange-brown ,  t h e n  we a rc faced w i th  a q ua nd ; 1 r\ ' ,  and 

nobody knows t"xact ly  wht"n the ink for p la te I ( l a te )  was changed from tht'  cx
pt"rimen tal orange-bro w n  to  t h e dt"epcr browni sh-carmine .  I do know tha t those 
p la te I ( la t<." )  stamps in experimen ta l  orange-brown color don ' t  com mand a price 

i n  the market that  i s  as h igh as the Sco t t  No .  I 0. They m ight  br ing about  t w ict' a s  

m uch as  s tamps from t he same s ta t e  of  pla te  i n  t he 1 852 color .  
"I  feel  surt" that Dr .  Chase ' s  \' icws shou ld be fo l lowed bY al l  of  us :  , · i z .  Sn> l  I No.  

I O  does not  incl ude s tamps from t he  l a t e  s t a te  of P la t e  I C' \ ' t 'n th ou gh th < ' i r  color 
clost' l v  resembles an orange-bro w n .  T h e  f i rs t  known tb tc  of u s e  of Sco1 1 ' s  No.  1 1  
i s  thus  Oc t .  1 2 , 1 8S I . "  

[November 2,  I 963] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Recen t ly  I !ward t h a t  #21i .  the ;J cr Type I I .  had bet'n found  u s<'d 011  cm n d a t <'d 

J u l y  1 1 , 1 8:> 7 ,  two days ca r l i n  t h a n  t h e  d a te l i s t ed in t he Sco l l ca r ; t log .  I r  j us t  

shows tha t  c l ost" snu t i 1n of da tes pa ys grea t d i v i d e n d s .  

[February I I ,  I 967] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
This  week ' s  col umn i s  wri t ten by Tracy W .  Simpson , who i s  the  ed i t or of the 

U . S .  1 85 1 -60 Chron icle. Mr.  S impson i s  a l so a prominen t col l ec tor and s t uden t 
of the 3 -cent 1 85 1 -57 i ssue of Uni ted S ta tes s tamps .  

How to Identify Type Ila,  Scott 's #26a , U .  S .  3¢ I 857 
By Tracy W.  Simpson 

A l l  Type II s tamps (Scot t ' s  No. 26 )  came from pla tes 9 ,  and 1 2  to 28 ,  i ncl us iw.  
The vert ica l  recut  l int"s a t  sides of Type I I  s tamps were drawn a s  a s i ng le con 
tinuous l i ne from top to bottom of the pla tt' ( see A of i l l u s t ra t ion ) .  

A l l  Type I l a  s tamps ( Scot t ' s  N o .  26a ) came from pla tes I O  a nd 1 1  ( each i n  three 
states : ear ly ,  i n termediate ,  and la te ) .  The vert ica l  recu t l ines a t  s ides of Type I la  

stamps were drawn i ndiv idua l l y  a dj acen t  to each s tamp,  hence a re not con
tinuous between stamps of ver t ical  pa i rs or s tr ips ( see B ) .  

O n e  can b e  sure tha t he  has a Type I la s tamp i f  there i s  a break be tween the top 
end of one or both recut  s ide l i nes and the paper edge at top of s tamp and that  on 
the same stamp there is a s imi lar  break between ei tht"r recu t side l ine and the 
paper edge a t  bottom of  the stamp ( see C) .  However, i f  there i s  enough margin to 
show the break between the l ines a t  ei ther top or bottom, the s tamp i s  a l so a Type 
Ila (see D) .  

195 

October 4, 1851 is (in 1985) the earliest 
known reported use of Plate 1. Late. 
However. this stamp is a true orange 
brown and is therefore Scott No. 10, 
not No. 1 1 . 

While the earliest use of a Scott 
No. 11 color from Plate 1 .  Late isn 't 
kno wn. it was probably sometime in 
December. 1851 

The earliest kno wn date of use of a 
No. 26, Type II is September 15. 1851 
from Plate 9. Early. Only Type Ila 
stamps with discontinuous frame 
lines have been found used as early 
as July. 1851 Since July 1 1 . 1851 is 
the earliest known use o f  Type Ila 
(from Plate 10. Early}, this must have 
been the cover reported in this column 
and the catalog number. 26. and 
designation. Type II, was probably 
an error in reporting. 
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These rules requ i re obvious modi fica t ion i f  the s tamp i s  from top or bo t tom 
row of the plate because these show a break be tween end of l ine and paper 
margi n on bot h  Types II and I l a .  It is ea sy to spot a top-row copy beca use there is  
a triangular whi te space above the lower left rose t te (or th i s  space shows re
touch i ng by dots or dashes ( see E ) .  Al so nearly a l l  top-row s tamps have a guide 
dot a t  top of righ t - hand n:·cu t  s ide l i n<:> or c lose ly  adj acen t  to i t .  

Un less more than I .  I m i l l i mcter o f  bottom margin shows,  bo ttom-row copies 
cannot be iden t i f ied except by not ing m inor d i fferences  ( see i ssue 9 ,  U.S .  1 85 1 - '60 
C h ron ic le). 

In doub t fu l  cases the iden t i f ica tion usua l l y  ca n be made by obta in ing  the pla te 
pos i t ion of the s ta m p  ( i f  i t  is Type I l a )  from specia l i s t s . Thc fo l lowing h i n ts are 
a l so u sefu l :  ( I ) . The recu t s ide l i nes of mos t Type I l a  s tamps are s l ight ly  curved. 
A very few Type II s tamps a l so show crookcd s ide l i nes ; ( 2 )  If  the  s ide l ines are 
t h ick and fa t ,  the s tamp i s  n o t  Type I la  ( a l l  Type I l a ' s  were l igh t ly  recu t and are 
fa i n t  i n  the  la te  s ta tes ) ;  ( 3  ) .  I f  the  s ide recu t l ine cu t s  i n to a corner diamond b lock 
a t  top or bot to m ,  or is l ess than 0 . 1 m i l l imeter away from i t , the s tamp is not 
Type I l a .  

Ca u t ion :  Some ca ta log l i s t ings imply  tha t i f  the s ide l i nes cxtend beyond 
the top or  bot to m  dcs ign l i m i t  of t he s tamp it is Typc I I .  This  is incorrec t ;  
manv Type I l a  s tamp havc the l i nes extcnding somew hat  bcyond the design 
l i m i t .  Also rcmem bn tha t some Type II s tam ps show extra side l i nes tha t 
do not ex tend betwccn the s tamps .  There i s  a l ways  one ! inc,  however, tha t  
i s  con t i n uous .  

[January 19 ,  1 963] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
We assume tha t  many n·aders of our co lumn a l so  read P h i l  Ward ' s  col u m n  in  

MekrP l 's.  M r.  Ward keeps asking a n u m ber of ques t ions abou t u sed or unused 
blocks of U . S .  C lass ics .  Recen t l y  he asked about  t h e  3q: Type II a nd I la  of the 
1 857  i ssue .  

A t  one t i me wc purcha sed from Carrol l  Chase an  unused copy of a 3 C"  I l a  from 
pla te  1 1 , pos i t i on 25R I  I la te .  I t  i s  moun ted on a card on wh ich is wriuen "To 
the best of my reco l l ect ion and as fa r as my records go , t h i s  i s  the only un used 
copy I have ever seen from th i s  very rare pla te- I I ( l a te s ta t e ) ,  Carro l l Chase . "  
T o  confirm t h e  rari t y  o f  s tamps from P l a te 1 1  la te ,  Carro l l  Chase w a s  able to 
record on ly  four i m prirn copies from t he lef t  pane and  none from the righ t pane 
in the many years he s tudied th i s  s tamp.  

For  the  record , a co l lect ion of 3<T  Type I I  and I l a  impri n t s  cxis t s  wh ich con 
ta ins  t h e  fol lowing  i mprin t  b locks : P l a te 1 0  late r igh t  ( 8 ) ,  p la te 1 5  lef t  ( 8 ) ,  plate 
2 1  righ t ( 9 ) ,  pla te 23 le f t  ( 6 ) ,  p la te  23 righ t ( 8 ) ,  p la te 24 lef t  ( 8 ) ,  pla te 24 r ight (8 ) ,  
and p la te 26  lef t  ( 1 2 ) .  p la te  27  l c f t  ( 1 2 ) ,  p la tc 27  righ t (8 )  and pla tc 28 r igh t  ( 8 ) .  Al l  
thesc b locks are  u n u sed . The P la te 26 b lock i s  one M r. Ward i s  secki ng. 

Hc is a l so looki n g  for b locks from P l a tes 1 2 . 1 3 , 1 4 , 1 6 . 1 7 ,  2 1 and 22.  Carro l l  
C:hasc found s ix pancs from t hesc pla tes whose p la te  n u m bers were un iden t i fied. 
Thrcc of thcse were lef t  panes "· h ich he le t tercd " H " , " I ' ' ,  and " J " ,  a nd three 
righ t panes " K " ,  " L " ,  and " M " .  " K" is be l ievcd to be the  r igh t pa ne of P l a te 1 2 . 
" H "  a nd " L "  arc bel i evcd to be t h e  le f t  a nd righ t panes of the  samc pla te , ei ther 
13 or 1 7 . " I "  i s  lwl ieved to be the lef t  pane of P l a te 22 and "J" a nd " M "  are 
bd ien·d to be the lef t and r ight  pa nc of t he  same p la te ,  e i ther  1 3  or 1 7 . Si nce no 
pla te numbers have been d i sco\'t'recl from pla tes 1 3  and 1 7 ,  i t  i s  at presen t im
poss i b le to produce b locks from thesc p la tcs w i th pos i t i ve iden t i f ica t ion , i f  any 
ex i s t .  The chances of f inding b locks from P la t es 1 2  a nd 22 i s  at lea s t  red uced by 
ha l f  for the same reason .  

A complete i m pr in t  i s  k nown from bo th panes of  P l a te 1 6 , but  only  5 i mori n t  
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copies have been noted from the righ t pa ne of P l a te 1 4 . Perhaps blocks do exis t  
but  where are they? 

A s l igh t typographica l  error crept i n to Mr. Ward ' s  col umn whne he s t a tes ,  
"We have yet to learn of  b locks from P la te 9 early and i n termedia te . . .  " Of  the 
Type Ila p la tes ,  only pla tes 10 and 1 1  had i n termcd i a t e s ta tes .  B locks  from P l a te 
1 0  i n termediate m us t  be fa i r ly  common as I have two i n  my col lect ion . Perhaps 
Mr. Ward in tended p la t e 9 la te or pla te 1 1  i n termed ia t e :  w i th ne i thn ca n we bc of 
assi s tance. 

[April 20, 1 963] 

A Phi la telic Calendar 

Why not bu i ld  your se l f  a phi la te l ic  ca lendar? Any i ssue of s tamps w i l l  do, bu t  
we recommend the 3 CZ: I s sue of 1 85 1  imperfora te or perfora ted . 

How do you do i t? Us ing  a n  8Y:>x 1 1  shee t of paper or any  standard a lbum page, 
draw a mon th ' s  ca lendar .  You w i l l  need 1 2  of t he se for the year,  one for each 
month .  Now you a re ready .  

S tar t  looking for  a 3 CZ: 1 85 1  or 1 8S 7  s tamps pos t m arked wi th  dates ,  p lac ing  
them on the proper page for the month and space for day  of the mon th .  Cer ta in  
dates arc hard to f ind ; such as December 2Sth a nd February 29 th .  Thev arc 
avai lable ,  t hough . 

Certa in  members of t he 1 85 1 -60 un i t  have a n u m be r  of ca lendars .  They s t a r ted 
wi th  one w i thout regard to the color of the cance l l a t ions  or color of the  s tamp 
and comple ted i t  f i r s t .  Then they proceeded to  bu i ld  a ca lendar wi th  reel 
postmarks ,  b lue pos tmarks and black ( t he most  com mon ) .  Some even b u i l t  a 
calendar of orange-brown s tamps on ly-th i s  for t h e  p l u tocra t. B u t  no mat ter 
wha tever your tastes in i ssues a nd pocketbook,  there is an i s sue to meet your 
need . 

[June 30, 1 962) 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Qurstion: Do you have examples  of Scot t ' s Nos .  1 1  a nd 26 i n  your col lect ion?  

[May 26,  1 962) 

A nswer to last wffk 's q urry: If your answer was " n o "  then you should con 
sider acquir ing examples  of these 3 -cen t  s iamps ( Scot t ' s  Nos.  1 1  a nd 26 ) ,  a s  t hey 
are rela tively inexpensive ,  and represen t  the first period of chea p pos tage i n  the 
U n i ted S ta tes .  

[June 2,  1 962) 

The 1 2-Cent Stamp of 1 85 1  and 1 857 

The 1 2-cent  s tamp was  third and last  of the new denom ina tions i ssued J u l y  I , 
1 85 1 .  There were no 1 2 -cen t s i ngle ra tes so the s tamp was i ssued to pay m u l tip le 
ra tes . I t  paid the quadru ple ( 4 x )  s ing le ra te under 3 ,000 m i les  ( I  Y:> to 2 oz . )  or the 
double ( 2x )  (Y:>  or I oz. ) ra te over 3 ,000 m i les or t he tr i p le  ( 3 x )  (2 ozs .  to 3 ozs . ) ra te 
for unsealed prin ted circulars from 2 ,500 to 3 / 100 m i les .  

Considering prepaymen t of foreign ra tes ,  two 1 2 -cen t s tamps would prepay 
the ra te to England,  or one 1 2 -cen t and three 3-ce n t  s t a mps would  prepay the 2 1 -
cent open mai l  ra te via U .S .  Packet to England.  Much foreign mai l  to coun tries 
beyond England carried this rate .  

The  l imi ted need for the stamp expla ins  why on ly  860,800 copies were de l i ver
ed to the pos t office departmen t from the s tar t  of the issue to June 30 ,  1 855 .  There 
were no del i veries for years 1 853 and 1 855 .  Abou t th i s  t ime a l l  domestic ma i l  had 
to be prepaid so the demand i ncreased. Records show Toppan ,  Carpen ter ,  
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Design of the 12¢ 1851-S?stamp, from 
an 1875 card proof. 
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Cover front, from Salt Lake City, Utah 
Territory, 1 November, 1856, to "Mad'-
1/e" LUdert at the Establishment Gal
vanoplastique, etc. at St. Petersburg, 
Russia; a somewhat improbable 
combination of origin and destination 
in the 18SO's. 

Routed by British Open Mail, via 
A merican Packet, so 21¢ was suf
ficient to carry the cover to the British 
frontier and 3¢ was wasted. The rest 
of the postage was presumably due 
in Russia, but the unavailability of 
backstamps make that part of the 
story obscure. 

THE 1851 - 1857 ISSUE 

Cas i l ea r  & Co. del ivered 1 ,053 ,900 to the  pos t office depar t men t in 1 86 1  when thf 
s tamp was di scon t inued . O ther records show tha t i n  1 859 ,  1 , 429,  700 and i n  1 860, 

1 ,653 ,500 were i s sued by the Post O ffice Departme n t  to pos tma s ters .  G uess ing a 

u se of 1 , 200,000 in 1 85 8 ,  1 ,000 ,000 i n  1 85 7  and 800,000 i n  1 856 ,  we arr ive a t  an 
approx ima te  tota l  of 8 .000 ,000 which  were pr in ted. 

One pla te  was adequa te to pri n t  the s tamps u n t i l  the problem of spacing for 
perfora t ions  arose. Some specu l a t ion has ar i sen tha t there act ua l l y  was a p la te 2 
which may have been made i n  la t e  1 856 or early 1 85 7  b u t  which may havt 
s uffered from the same problem of surface cracks  as  the I -cen t P la te  3 w hich was 
q u ickly  re t i red. The demand for s tamps  was not u rgen t ,  as  P l a te I con t i n ued to 
be u sed u n t i l  s tamps were pri n ted from P la te 3 in Apri l or May of  1 860. 

A promi nen t eas tern col l ec tor has p urchased the pla t ing i n forma t ion which 
S tan ley Ashbrook and Col . Tracy a ssembled,  m uch of which was pub l i shed in  
pamphl e t  form by The Sco t t  S ta mps & Coin  Co .  i n  1 926.  Some th ing  new should 
appear i n  prin t  in  the nex t  few years .  P l a te 3 has not  been pla ted, a l t hough con
s iderable rema inders were lef t  when the  i ssue was demone t i zed i n  1 86 1 .  

[June 2,  1 962] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Quny: What  arc the Scot t  ca ta log n u m bers for the  1 2 -cen t s tamps of  t h i s  i ssue?  

[June 2, 1 962] 

A nswn to  last uwf' k 's q uerv: Scot t ' s number for t he 1 2 -ce n t  imperfo ra te i s  1 7  

and for t he  1 2-cent  perfora te ,  36 .  

[June 9, 1 962] 

Mul tiples of 1 2¢ 1 85 1  

Aga i n  w e  a re indebted to Frank  Levi , J r . ,  o f  Larchmon t ,  New York ,  for the  
s t a t i s t ica l  i n forma t ion in  th i s  col u m n .  

The 1 2<' s tamp was i ssued J u l y  I ,  1 85 1 , a n d  a l l  imperfora te s t amps were 
pri n t ed from Pla tt ' I .  The s ix  yea rs of use of t h i 'i  s tamp prod uced many  m u l t i 
p i t's beca use i t  w a s  t h e  h i ghest dl 'nom i na t ion a \·a i lab le  for these s ix  years to  pay 
large pos t a l  ra tes .  I t  was used pri mar i ly  to pay the  24<' and m u l t i pl e  rates to 
England .  

f?. yr ' 
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MULTIPLE PIECES OF THE 12¢ 1851 

Pairs 

S tr ips  of 3 
Str ips  of 4 
S tr ips  of 5 

S tr i ps of I 0 

TOTAL 

Horizontal 

283 
1 9  
27  

5 

Vcnfral 

2() 

() 
() 

Herc 1he ra t io  of hori zon ta l s  1 0  vert i ca l s  i s  1 2 . 1  to I ,  a \\' ide \ ·ar i a t i on from the 
6Yz to I for  l <t  a n d  I O<t den o m i 11a 1 ions .  

I am record i n g  a l l  covers I can f ind from 1 85 1 1 0 1 869 hav ing  t h ree or more 
\'a l ucs of s tamps on the cover .  Seven covers have been nTorded \\' i t h  1 2<' i m per

fmate s 1a mps .  O n l y  two of  t hese, one to \'enez uc l a ,  and the o t h er to Ca pe of 
Co(}(\ Hope han' m u l t i p l es of  the 1 2C s t a m p  pa i rs .  Bo th  arc u ses  in 1 806 .  

[October 1 2 , 1 963] 

l 2<t 1 85 1  Bisects 

The 1 2<' b i sects  a ppear i n  many of 1 he l a rger sa i l 's of l T . S .  matni a l .  From 1 hcse 
ca w l ogs , I have been ab le to tabu l a 1e  about  6 1  of 1 h ese cmTrs . They d i ffer i n  
some rcspec l s  from t h e  I O<T 1 81 7  b i sec1s d i scussed i n  an  ear l ier  col u m n .  For i n 
s tance ,  I han· n o t  recorded an u ppn or lower hor i zon 1 a l  b i sect n o r  a l ef t  o r  r igh t  
ver t ica l b i sec t .  The un ique  i tem of t he 1 2<' seems to be ; 1  q ua rt t'r  sect , a one  
q uarter sec t ion of  a 1 2([ s ta m p  used on 3 <r  governmen t enve lope to pa y a 6<t ra t e .  
Th i s  "·as  from Canton , M i ss i s s i ppi , fa mous for pos ta l mark i n gs on 3 <T  s t amps  o f  

t h i s  samt' i s sue .  
We do f ind  the fol l o\\' i n g  pos i t ion s ,  hm\'l'WT:  1 8  uppn ld 1  d iagona l s ,  1 1  

uppn righ t d iagon a l s ,  1 8  !own lef t  d iagon a l s ,  1 2  ! own r i gl1 1 d i a gon a l s .  
I have no record of  t h e  type of  b isect o n  o n e  o f  t h e  <OVlTS I haH' recorded.  
The b i sect i n g  of  s tamps was  ou t l awt'd in t he fa l l  of 1 8:> 3 .  
T h e  !Owns  o f  u se are very d i ffncn l for t h e  1 21/ b i seCI i n  com pa rison \\· i t h  t hose 

towns  which u sed the I O<T b isl'C t .  · 1 · hese covers come from I he fol l c m· i ng p la ces :  I 
from Honol u l u ,  Hawa i i ,  2 from Sacra mento C i t y ,  Ca l i forn i a ,  3 7  from San Fra n 
c i srn, Ca l i fornia ,  6 from Sonor a ,  Ca l i fo rn i a ,  I from R ussd h i l lc .  Ken t ucky ,  I 
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See the "Chronicle" for August, 1972 
(No. 75) for a listing of bisected 12¢ 
1851-57 stamps on cover. 

A ctually. the 12¢ quadrasect use was 
in a "find" that also included three 
12¢ bisects on cover, all used from 
Canton, Mississippi. 

See note on next page. 

Four 1¢ 1851 Type II stamps and half 
a 12¢ 1851 prepaying the 10¢ rate 
from New York to Quebec in August, 
1851. 

The similar cover bearing the other 
half of the 12¢ stamp also exists 
and is also postmarked at New York 
on August 21st. Both covers origi
nated in Cuba and were carried to 
New York to be mailed. Although the 
New York post office should have 
had 3¢ stamps (but a few bisected 
12¢ are known from there) the sender 
of these covers in Cuba did not. 
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There were at least three Canton bisect 
covers and one "quadrasect" in the 
find, as reported in an article in the 
"Philatelic Gazette" of October, 1913. 

But see the cover illustrated on the 
previous page, not then known to Mr. 
Baker as being one of a matched 
pair. 

A 12rt 1851 bisect used on a cover 
from Sonora, California to Maine, as 
shown by the blue straight-line SO
NORA, CALIFORNIA /DEC 29, 1851 
postmark. The bisected stamp was 
recognized for full postage. This is 
one of  three lower left bisects used 
on this correspondence (with but one 
matching upper right diagonal bisect 
recorded). 

SONORJ , CALIPOMlA . 
DE C. 2 9,f85J 

THE 1851 - 1857 ISSUE 

from Tren ton , New .Jersey , 2 from New York C i t y ,  I from Can ton ,  Miss i ss i ppi , 5 

\\' i t h  New Y ork Express M a i l ,  2 w i t h  N t'\\' York : 7 P h i l adel p h i a  R a i l road , I w i th 

" S 1 t•a m boa t " .  

Seve n  o f  t hose used from S a n  Fra nc i sco bea r New York s h i p  cance l s  s i nce t hey 

\\Tn' u sed o n  m a i l  ' ' v ia  N ica ra gua " a nd did n o t en tcr t he lJ . S .  Ma i l s  u n t i l  p laced 

in a Nt'w York pos t off ice .  The law rt'q u i red t ha t  le t ters wh ich trave l t'd "ou t of 

the  mai l "  carry s u ff ic ien t pos t age for t he to t a l  rou te  as  i f  i t  were in t h e  ma i l  for 

the  en t i re rou te .  

The N i ca ragua rou te wa s 7 0 0  m i les s horter t h a n  the regu l a r  m a i l  rou te v i a  

Panama and  usua l l y  req u i red o n e  or t w o  days l e s s  t i m e .  

T h e  two b isect s used i n  Honol u l u  \\'ere p laced o n  t h e  s a m e  envelope,  
a l t hough they were not  cut from the same s t a m p .  I have nen·r detected any 

ma tch i ng sets of t he 1 2C bi sec t s ,  bu t  t here i s  no rea son why they should not exi s t .  

[April 1 6 ,  1 966] 

M ore About 1 2¢ 1 85 1  Bisects 

Of s i x  covers from Sonora , Ca l i forn ia  \\' i t h  1 2<t 1 85 1  bisects , f ive have s t ra i gh t

l i ne can ce l s .  
T h e  I 2<t  b i sec t s  cou l d  b e  a par t  of a s t r i p  o r  used w i t h  other denom ina t i on s  of 

s t amps .  Th i s  i s  d i ffere n t  than  a I Oc 1 8 1 7 bisec t .  none of wh ich I have recorded as 
used ,,· i t h  a 5 <r  denom i na t ion . Of course , no o t her den o m i n a t ions  excf 'p t  the 5ct 

were ; l \ ·a i l ab le a t  t h a t  t i me .  One of t h e  b isect s u sed fro m  San Fra n c i sco has a pa i r  

of 1 2cr a t tached.  Anot her  b i sec t  used fro m  Sacr a m e n to Ci t y  has  a s i ngle 1 2<t a t 

wc h('(I . 

Fou r  of t hcsc con Ts were addressed t o  Canada . Two of these were s t r ips  of four  

of t h e  I <l' s tamp p l u s  t he 1 2cr b i sec t .  va l ued a t  h<' . addressed to  Quebec. The o ther 

"'· o \\'ere pos tma rked U . S .  Ex press Ma i l ,  N ew Y o r k  a n d  addressed to  S t .  .Johns ,  

New Brunswick .  Each  of these  cmTrs has  a I c t  and 3 cr  p l u s  t he b ist'c t t o  make the  

] (le ra t e .  

Thrt't' o f  t h e  o t h e r  covers have a s i ngle  3cr  s ta m p  i n  add i t i on t o  t h e  b i sect 

m ; 1 k i ng a t ri p le  ra t e  of 9<' .  These t h ree covers wert' pos t ma rked New York 

E x press Mai l .  Trrn to n ,  New J ersey . a n d  Ne\\' York & P h i lade l ph ia R a i l road .  

One of  the  San Franc i sco covers has  a n  add i t i o n a l  pa i r  of 3 C  s ta mps mak i ng 



BISECTS OF THE 12¢ 1851 STAMPS: THE 10¢ STAMP OF 1855 

the doub le  ra te prepa id  from Ca l i forn ia .  
I t  i s  i n teres t i ng t o  s pl'c u l a t l' w ha t  pnn·n tag(' t h l'sl '  Ii i t ;di u Lt t ( ' d cm ers ffpn· 

sen t i n  t hl' to ta l  b i sec t s  of  t h l '  1 2<" cm't' r s  t ha t  s t i l l  (' X i s 1 . Pl'rh ; 1 ps  sonH·om· wo u ld 
l i ke LO ma ke a guess .  

[April 30, 1 966] 

U se of Bisects From Hawaii 

U se of 1 2-cen t b i sects ,  from Hawa i i  i s  reported i n  The Stamps of Ha wa ii ,  by 

Meyer, H a rr i s  and others. Two p ieces of covers arc i l l us tra ted , one 1 2 -cen t b i sec t  

bear ing September I ,  1 853 ,  S a n  Fra nc i sco pos tmark ,  a lega l use .  
The second i s  wry i n teres t ing  beca use two b i sected h a l ves were p ieced 

LOgether and used on a l e t ter carri l'd by the bark Fa n n y  Major from Honol u l u .  

Jan uary 2 1 ,  1 8.5 7 .  The bark a rr i \'ed i n  Sa n Franci sco February 6 ,  b u t  t hl' l e t ter 
was pos tma rked Fl'bruary 20 .  the  con t ract  ma i l  s t eamer sa i l i n g  date .  The t wo 

bi sected h a l \'es of the s tamp are d i fferen t s hades , b u 1  wen· used toge ther to pa y t he 
I O-ce n t  U . S .  ra t l' ,  p l u s the 2-cen t  s h i p  fee t hen i n  effec l .  Per h a ps two w ro n gs 

make a righ t ,  as t he two bisects were accep ted a t  the S a n  Fra nci sco Post O ff i ce 
long a f ter b i sec t s  hl'ca me i l lega l  i n  N o\'em ber 1 8.5 3 .  

[November 3 ,  1 962] 

U.S .  Classics in Swi tzerland 

A pre\' ious  column ( 1 6  J u ly  1 966) descr i bed the 1 84 7 i tems exh i b i t ed at  S I P  E X  
i n  t h e  Chr i s t ian  H i nze! exh i b i t ,  n o w  i n  t h e  possession of  t h e  Swiss  PTf 

M useum a t  Berne. 
A n u m ber of the 1 2CT 1 85 1  bisects were ex h i b i ted , inc l u d i n g  t he famous 

Caspary Cover where the b i sect was one o f  a s 1 1  i p of I hree overpa y i n g  by I <t t he 
29¢ rate from San Franc i sco t o  L i \'erpool .  Ano t her was  an uppe r  r igh t b i sec t  of 
Septem ber I ,  from San Fra nci sco to New Yor k ,  from the B .  A .  M u m ford corre

spondence, t i ed w i t h  a " J O" in  a c i rcle .  Severa l o t her covers bea r ing  b i sl'c ts ,  a l l  

from S a n  Franci sco ,  were i nc l uded.  

[July 30, 1 966] 

The I O-Cent Stamp of 1 855 

The I O-cen t s t amp was the fourt h denomina t ion of  t he 1 85 1  I s sue to  a p pear. 
U nder the  new ra tes of 1 85 1  no I O-cen t or m u l t i ples a ppeared for domes t ic  u se 
other than i n  the "col l ec t "  col u m n .  The on l y  major use on fore ign mai l  w a s  10 
England by open mai l  v ia American Packe t ,  the twice the  .5 cen t  i n land ra te  to  
England by open mai l  v ia  Br i t i s h  Packet ,  or the I O-cen t and 1 5 -cent  ra tes  to  

Canada and Cuba.  
The Posta l  Act of March 3 ,  1 855 ,  effect ive  Apr i l  I ,  1 85.5 ,  e l i m i na ted a l l  col l ect  

rates and req u i red pay men t by cash or  s ta m ps during 1 8.55 and by s tamps on ly  

beg inn ing January I ,  1 856 .  The  ra tes over 3 , 000 m i les  were kept  a t  the  former 

col lect ra tes w hi ch were I O-cent  s i ngle and m u l t i p les  for each Yi oz.  addi t iona l .  

The reasons for the i s sue  are therefore q u i te c lear .  The earl i e s t  known u se was 
May 1 9 , 1 85 5 .  Only P l a te I was u sed to print the i m perfora te s tamp.  This p l a te 

con t i n ued i n  use after s l a m ps were perfora led u n t i l  earl y  1 859 w hen i l  was re l ired 

by P la le 2 .  
The s ta m ps from P l a te I h a v e  been c lass i fied i n to four d i s t inct  t y pes  and there 

are t hree d i fferen t rel iefs .  A l l  of these a re known bot h  perfora te and  i m perfora le .  

While  a l l  of Lhe  s tamps from P l a te 2 are c lass i f ied as  Type V ,  there arc s ix  d i f

fere n t  rel iefs and severa l very i n teres t ing m i nor var ie t i es \\·h ich can be secu red . 
For Lhose who would  l ike  to pursue Lhe  further s t u d y  of t h i s  s tamp t he edi tors 

recommend the purchase of a copy of  The Un ited Sta tes Ten Cent Stamps of 
1 855- 1859,  by Mortimer L .  Neinken .  

[June 9, 1 962] 
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Actually, the 51t inland rate was 
through England to other foreign 
destinations by British mails. 

This proof shows the full design of  
the 101t stamp of  1855, but all the 
types differ, none being entirely 
complete. 
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This beautiful imprint copy of the 
1855 10¢ type II stamp is tied by a 
New York "ocean mail" killer post
mark to a co ver to San Francisco. 
This represents the most common 
use of the 10¢ stamp of 1855. 

THE 1851 - 1857 ISSUE 

Pairs of the I O-Cent 1 855 and 1 857 

Recen t l y  we have had correspondence discussing how pai rs of the various 
types of the  I 0-cen t 1 855 Pla te I stamp should be l i s ted i n  the Scott Un ited Sta tes 
Specia lized Ca ta log. The table  below shows the number of pairs of each type or 
combina t ion of  types which can be obtained from P la te I :  

TYPE HORIZONTAL PAIR VERTICAL PAIR 
I 1 8  0 
I & I I I  0 1 9  

I & IV 0 I 
p 79 1 7  

I I  & I I I  1 1 3 4 

I I  & IV 5 2 
I I I  68 0 
I I I  & IV 3 4 

IV  2 1 
The table revea l s  some i n terest ing facts :  ( I . )  There are no vertica l  pairs of the 

Type I and of  the Type III s tamps .  (2 . ) The rares t  pairs consis t  of a vertical pair  
o f  Types I & IV ,  and a horizontal pai r  o f  Types I I  & I I I .  

A l l  o f  the combinations we have l i s ted are scarce except  for t h e  horizon ta l 
pai rs of Type I I  and Type I I I  and the ver tica l pair of Type II & Type I I I .  A t  
presen t the  ca ta log shows the  l is t ing o f  " pair"  u nder each type . Under Type I I ,  a 
pair  cal l i ng for a combinat ion of Type I I  and Type I I I  i s  separately l i s ted . I t  
would seem that  there should b e  two l i s tings wi th a price for a ,horizontal pair of 
this combinat ion and a price for a vertica l pair of th i s  combination w hich occurs 
more often than any other combination . It would a l so seem proper that under 
the Type I s tamp there should be l i s ted and priced a pai r  cons i s ting of Type I and 
Type I I I .  

Also,  under Type IV ,  addit ional  l is t ings should b e  made for a vertical pai r  o f  
Type I a n d  Type IV ,  a n d  for combinations of Type I I  and Type IV ,  a n d  Type I I I  
and Type I V  both  as  vertica l and as  horizonta l  pai rs .  S ince a l l  o f  these l i s t i ngs 
under Type IV are qui te scarce , perhaps t hey should  be l i s ted under one head ing 
showing the  severa l di fferen t  types of combina t ions .  

We suggest  tha t many col l ectors are  unaware that  the scarces t horizon ta l  pair 
i s  a combina tion of the two most common types  on the p la te ,  Types II  and I I I .  
Wha t do  our readers th ink?  

[February 2,  1 963] 

Pairs of the I O-cent 1 855 

In the same mai l  as we received our copy of  Stamps of February 2nd con ta in
ing t he colu m n  about  the I O-cen t pa irs ,  we received a l e t ter from Frank  Lev i ,  J r .  
of  Larchmont ,  New York .  

Mr .  Levi ca l led to  our  a t ten tion tha t nei ther of t he Bakers ge t A i n  ar i t hmet ic .  
How can you have 1 76 horizonta l  and 1 8 1  ver tica l  pa i rs on the same two panes of 
I 00 s tamps? You can ' t ,  so you wil l  f ind the correct ions  made in  the table below.  

Quot ing from Mr.  Lev i ' s  leuer " there is  no doubt  in  my mind that any pa i r  in  
any combinat ion in  a vertica l condi t ion i s  a good dea l rarer than any horizontal 
pair  of seemingly  s imi lar  scarci ty . "  From various auct ion s  and pairs in  his 
col lect ion , Mr.  Levi has tabula ted the types of 349 pa irs .  He con t inues "of  the 
349 pairs ,  o n l y  49 are vertica l whi le  300 are hori zon ta l .  I f  s tr ips were to be in 
c l uded- I bel ieve the same thing would show up . . .  Vert ica l  i s  beyond a doubt a . . .  
lo t  harder t o  f ind than horizonta l .  Therefore, a l though your ta ble shows that a 
ver t ical pai r  o f  the Type II and I I I  should be the  most  common,  i t  is qu i te evi 
dent tha t th i s  i s  not the case . " 



PAIRS AND TYPES OF THE 10¢ 1855 

Horizo n t a l  Vert ical  

Type P l a t ('  I Le v i  P l a t <'  I Lni 

I and I \ '  ( )  0 ') 
I I  and I I I  I () I 3 :l :1 1 

I I  and IV  8 l :J  ') ') 
I V  2 : J  I ( )  
I I I  and I \ '  9 I 3 
I I  79 1 2 1  1 7  : J  

1 8  1 0  ( )  () 
I and I I I  () 0 1 9  6 

I I I  68 1 1 0 () 0 

To ta l  1 80 3 00 1 80 49 

It a l ways  ta k<'s a n  !'xcep t i on t o  pro\'<' a rule .  Th<' f i rs t  "'·o i t t'm s  in ;\ J r.  Lt·\ · i ' s 

ta ble a bove ar<' t hl' t wo pa i r s ,  t y pe I a n d  I V  V<'rt i ca l , a n d  t yp<' I I  a n d  I I I  hor i10n t a l  

w h ich o n l y  occur onn· on t h e  t w o  pa n< 's . I n  t h e  3 1 9  pa i rs .  he h a s  record!'d t \\·o 

\'er t ica l pa i rs t yp<' I a n d  t ype I V  a nd n o  h or i zon t a l  pa i rs t y pt' I I  a nd t y p<' I l l !  

However , a l l  o thn com b i n a t ions uphold  Mr. Ll'v i ' s  con t l'n t i on . 

Our  t h a n ks to Mr. Ll'v i  for h i s  i n t erest i n  e l i m i n a t i n g  errors from our co l u rn n  

a n d  the addi t ional  i n for m a t ion h t' ha s  f u rn i shed us .  

[March 9 ,  1 963] 

M ore About the 1 0¢ 1 855 Issue 

Earl ier  t h i s  year we reported some s ta t i s t i cs concern i n g  the h ori zon t a l  a nd 

ver t ica l pa i rs of t h i s  i s sue ,  compi led by Fra n k  S .  Levi ,  Jr. S u bst·q w·n tl y .  M r.  

Levi h a s  furn i shed u s  add i t iona l  i n form; 1 t i on  conce rn i n g  s t r ips of  t i l l < ' < ' .  w h ich 

we report  hnew i t h .  

There a r<' s i x t een d i ffer e n t com bina t ions  i n  hmizon ta l s t r ips  of  t lm·t· o f  t he 

] QC 1 85 5 ,  w h i le on l y  twel v<' d i ffcrt'n l occur  i n  t h<' nTt ica l s t rips  of t h n'l ' .  O n l y  

t h ree of  t h e  com bina t ions  are com mon t o  both  t h e  n·n ica l a n d  th t' hor i zon t a  1 ! I n  

t h e  fol low i n g  \\T gi \ e f irs t  t h e  Ty pe .  t hen th <' n u m bn of  hor izo n t a l  s t r i ps o f  

t h rt'e w h ich  a rc poss i b le ,  a n d  fi na l l y .  Lt'\ · i  !<"cords .  ( The s ta rred i t ems ( * )  a rc 

comm on to bo t h  vcn ica l and hor izo n ta l ) : 

N u m bers of s t rips of t h ree 

Types Possible  Lev i  R ecords 

I + I + I 1 6  1 1  

I l + I l + I I ()(j 3 7  

I I  + I I  + I V  3 3 

I I  + I\ '  + I I  :1 3 

I I  + I V  + I V  I 

I I I + I I I + I I I  :> 7 3-±  

I I I  + I I I  + I I  I 3 

I I I + I l + I I 0 

Typl'S 

I l l  + I l l  + I V  

* I I I  + I V  + I V  

I l l  + I \' + I I I  

1 \1 + I I  + I I  

* I \ '  + I \ ' + I I  

I \ '  + I I  + I\' 
* I \ '  + I \' + I I I  

I V  + I l l  + I I I  

TOTALS 

N u m bers of s t rips of t h rl"I' 

Possi b l e  Lt"vi  Rt"I o rtl s 

2 

I 
3 

� 
1 60 

: J  

() 

I 

I Oli 

Tota l  of 1 60 hor i zo n t a l  s t r i ps of t h rt't' pos s i b le ;  t o ta l of 1 06 .  Lt· \ · i  rl'conls .  

Fol lowing the same procnl me we give in t h <' fo l low ing  t ht' nT t i ca l s t r i ps of 

three: 
N u mbers of str ips of t h ree 

Types Possible  Lev i Records 

I l + I l + I I I  1 7  

I l + I I I + I I :J:i  7 

I I  + I I I  + I \' 3 0 

I l + I I I + I  1 8  , I  
I I I  + I I  + I I I  :>7 6 

* I I I  + I V  + I V  3 0 

Tvpes 

IV + I V  + I \' 

I \ '  + I I  + I I I  

* I \' + I \ '  + I I  

I \ '  + I I I  + I 

I \ '  + I \ '  + I 

* I V  + I V  + I l l  

TOTALS 

N u m bers of s t rips of t h ree 

Possi b l e  Lt· ,·i Rl'cords 

2 

I 

1 60 

() 
( )  
( )  
() 
() 

1 9  

20] 
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rhe 5¢ stamp of 1856. 

A fter 15 February 1849. when the 
U S -British mail treaty went into 
effect. the U. S. inland rate was 5¢ per 
half ounce regardless of whether the 
distance the Jetter was carried in the 
United States was more than 300 
miles. except to the west coast. 

Until July 1 .  1851, mail from the 
west coast to be sent by British mail 
was charged an inland rate of 40¢. 

A fter July 1. 1851 and until July 1. 
1863. an extra 5€ was added to letters 
originating on the west coast to be 
sent by British mails to Europe. 

THE 1851 - 1857 ISS UE 

Total of 1 60 vert ical  s tr ips of t h ree poss ib le ;  to ta l  of 1 9 , Levi record s .  
An ana lys i s  of th i s  shows tha t  the re la t ionsh ip  of horizon ta l  to  ver t ica l i n  

s trips o f  t h ree i s  not  q u i te u p  t o  t h e  6 +  t o  I t h a t  s howed up for pairs ,  b u t  i t  i s  c lose 

enough to ca l l  i t  6- to I .  Add ing  t he pai rs and the strips of t hree toge t her .  \\'e ge t 
406 horizon ta l s  as aga i n s t  68 ver t i ca l s ,  j us t  a ha i r  under s ix  to one.  

All  of the foregoing i s  quoted from Mr .  Lev i ,  as is  the fol low ing :  
Check i n g  one s tep further I have looked u p  a l l  s tr ips larger  than  t hree and 

wi th  no regard to types or combina t ions I came up w i th these f igures :  

N umbers of Strips 
Strips of: Horizontal Vertical 

Fou r 29 I 

Five 7 0 

S i x  2 0 

E i g-h t � 0 

TOTAL 40 

Summary :  Pa i rs ,  horizon ta l 300 ;  wrt ica l 49. S t ri ps of three . horizo n t a l  1 06 .  

\ cr t ical 1 9 . S t ri p s  of 4 to  8 ,  40  hor i zo n t a l ,  I ver t ica l .  To t a l ,  · 1 •1 6  h ori zon t ; t l . (i9 

vert i ca l .  

Thus ,  o f  t he !°> l !i  m u l t i ple  p ieces repor ted ,  y o u  w i l l  f ind  that 86 .6  plTn·nt are 

horizon ta l w h i le on ly  1 3 . i  JXTn·nt ; 1 1 ( '  nTtical. a ra t io of nearly 6 1 2  to 1 .  

[August 1 7 ,  1 963] 

The 5-Cent Stamp of 1 856 

The !i-cen t  red-brown ( Sco t t ' s  No .  1 2 )  beca me t he f i f th denom i n a t i on of the 
1 85 1  i ssue to  be pr in ted . I ts ea rl ies t  recorded u se i s  March 24 ,  1 856 ,  a bea u ti fu l  

s i ngle  pos tmarked " P h i ladel phia ,  Pa .  March 24"  on a cover to  Nova Sco t ia .  

A l l  the  i mperforate s tamps were prin ted from p la te 1 w hich was  a l so u sed to  

pri n t  the  perfora te s tamps un t i l  1 860. 
U n l i ke the I -cen t ,  3-cen t ,  and 1 2-cen t s tamps ,  a l l  a t tempts a t  p la t ing th i s  

s tamp have fai led from i nabi l i ty to  obta i n  enough copies and the lack of guide 

dots  and other p la t ing marks on the s tamps .  Henry H i l l ' s  book, The Un ited 
States Five Cen t Stamps of 1 856, i l l ustrates a recons tructed b lock of  e leven , the  

larges t b lock  known and a n u m ber of ou t s tanding copies of s ingles , panes ,  

strips,  and u ses on cover. 
Why a 5 -cen t denom ina t ion in 1 856 and  no t  1 85 1 ?  The 5-ce n t  s tamp was  

needed in  1 85 1  to pay the 5 -ce n t  " i n land ra te " on mai l to  des t ina t ions  beyond 
England carried by Br i t i sh  packets .  Th i s  ra te preva i led prior to 1 85 1  but  more 

t han five-ce n t s  were req u i red i f  t he leuer was  m a i led over 300 m i les from the  
port . So  un t i l  March 1 856 ,  the  5 -n·n t  i n land ra te  was paid by a pa i r  of  1 -crn t 

s tamps and a 3 -cen t s tamp.  

Most covers bearing the 5 -cen t  i m perfora te are addressed to foffign lands :  

France , I ta l y  and  German y .  Domes t ic uses  were mos t  uncom mon:  a pai r  to  pay 

t h e  I O< rate to Ca l i fornia  or v ice versa ,  a s i n g le to pay t he 2-ce n t  sh i p fee and 3 -

cent  regular postage, o r  a s tr ip of t h ffe t o  pay the !°> ti mes ra te ( m·er 2 oz .  to 21 2 oz. ). 

The shor t e i gh t een m on t h s  use of the 5 -cen t i m per fora tt' . along \\' i th the fac t 

t h a t  only a pprox i m a te ly  I !i0 ,000 \\'ere i ssued ,  encourages some " a l tning"  of t he 
pnforatnl  stam ps to make them appear t o  be i mpnforat e. Color is i mportant in  
hcl ping l l l H  ovn t hese fa kes .  The i mpcrfora t e  conws only i n  red-brnwn and dark  
red-bro \\'n ,  colors not d upl ica ted in  t he pnforat l'd issues alt hough o f f i c i ally 

descri bed as be i n g  i n  t he sam e  colors. 

[J unc 16, 1 962] 



THE 5¢ STAMPS OF 1856 - 61 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
s('\'t'r;t l r('adcrs ha\' (' q ues t i on ('d ot l r  de s ig1 1 ; 1 t io 11 o f  t h(' c u t  o f  t h(' 5 -n· n t  Jef

fe rson s t amp \\· h ich a pp('a red in our col u m n  011  J l l l H' l :J . I � Jl i 2 .  as ; 1  die prno f of 

the 1 8:16 s t amp .  \\'(' m 1 1 s t  han·  nodd( 'd on t h( '  ('d i t o r i a l  p( ' ( lc s i ; t l  f or t h( ' n i t  is  

most cert a i n l y  t ha t  o f  a prnof of  r he 'h p(' I I  s t a m p  \\· h i ch d i d  110 1 ; 1 pp('a r 1 1 11 t i l  

I 8ti0 . 

[November 24 , 1 962] 

Mul tiples of 5¢ 1 856 

Aga i n  we a re i n d ('h ted to  Fra n k  LeY i .  J r. ,  of Larc h m on t ,  New York .  for the  

s t a t i s t i ca l  i n forma t ion in  t h is col u m n .  

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

Th(' !'><: i m perf ora l (' m u l t i p l es show a n  i n t ('res t  i ng var i a t ion  i n  t h a t  t h (' ra t i o  of 

horizon ta! to \·enica I m u l t i  pies is on l y  2 1 2  to  I .  S in ce a grea t port  ion  of t h e  covers 

bea r i n g  5<t  s ta mps orig i na ted in N (' \\' Or l ('a ns ,  perhaps t h i s  i nd i ca tes a charac

t ('n s t 1c of t he French ! 

H orizon tal Vertical  

Pairs  77 28 
S t r i ps of 3 3 I 20 

S t rips  of I :> 0 

S t r i ps of 6 2 0 

TOTAL 1 1 5 (70°� ) ·48 ( 3 0 % )  

O f  the  seYen 5<t comb i n a t ion cowrs ,  I have r('corded o n ] y  l \\'O "· i t h  m u l t i p les .  

one a n  eigh t t imes ( over 3 1 2 oz . ) domes t i c  u se from N e \\' York t o  P h i la de l ph ia  and 

the o ther  t \\·o hor i zo n t a l  pa i r s  on a n  1 85 7  cover from Ne\\' B rn n s \,· ick LO 

G lasgow . 

M a n y  S er  m u l t i p l es \\'CIT used to paY t he 1 5<: ra te to France.  O t h( 'r l l S(' S \\' (T(' to 

pay t he ] Qc ra t e  t o  Ca l i forn i a ,  or .�) 0¢ ra t( '  v ia  Prus s i an  c l os('d m a i l  ro Cnm any .  

[October 1 2 , 1 963] 

5¢- 1 856 

I t  is qu i t e  a coinc idence t ha t  a bo u t  a m o n t h  before t h (' J u n(' I 964 copY of  Tli f'  
A m nirn n P/1 1 /a te / 1 .1 / a rriY('d con ta i n in g  N orton York ' s  a r t i cl (' . " \\' In· t he I H:ih  

5-Cen t Jefferson ' ' ,  Frank Levi , J r. . sen t me h i s  l i s t i ng of co\Trs bear i ng t h i s  

s tamp.  
Fra n k  Lev i ,  J r. reports :  " I  haw a record of  1 88 conTs us ing t he i m perf :i c 

s tam p , 1 856 . . .  of t hese ,  1 1 5 ( 6 1 % ) are pos t ma rked o u t  of New O rl ('a n s !  Th i s  i s  

how they l ine up : " 

LO France 

LO I ta l y  

t o  S w i tzer land 

to Hol land 

to  Mexico 

to Sardin ia  
L O  A l a bama 

to ? 

98 
8 
2 

I 

3 

I I :> 

This tabu la t ion em pha s izes t h (' l arg(' conc('ll t ra t i o n  of Fr(' nch popu la t ion 

in New Or l ea ns . Ma ny of  these le t ters were to  French merch a n t s ,  which may 
be why they were preserved and r('ma i n  today .  I t  a l so seconds Mr . Yor k ' s  t h eory 

that the  5¢  i n land ra te prompted the i ssue of the 5 ¢  s t a m p .  

As seen in the  foregoing, a l l  the  uses t o  E uropea n cou n tries  were beyond 
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Die proof of the 5t.t Type II stamp of 
1860. (This cut was originally used in 
error with the column of June 16, 
1962 on the previous page.) 



206 THE 1851 · 1857 ISSUE 

Letters could also be sent stampless. 
prepaid in cash. 

England,  and prior to Apr i l  1 ,  1 857 ,  the le t ters traveled Open M a i l ,  by Bri t i sh 
Packe t ,  v ia  England,  w hich requ ired 5¢ prepa y men t by cash or s tamps .  After 
Apri l I .  1 85 7 ,  ma i l  to France u nder the new French Trea ty  had to be prepai d  by 
s t a m ps which requ i red a s tr ip of three, or some combina t ion of s tamps tota l i ng 
1 5<t per % ounce, or be sen t to ta l l y  unpa i d .  

. ' . 

Let ters to France from Februa ry 1 5 , 1 849  to J une 30 ,  1 85 1 ,  cou ld  bear a 5CJ: 1 84 7 
t o  pay the i n land ra te  for the s ingle  rate .  Do you have such a cover? From J u l y  1 ,  

1 85 1 ,  to Apr i l  I ,  1 85 7 ,  the ra te cou ld  be pa i d  by a pai r  of I <t and a 3¢  s tamp,  or the 
most  rare use of five 1 ¢  s tamps ,  and a fter March 1 856 ,  the 5<t s tamp.  

Let ters to England could  on l y  bear a 5¢ 1 856 as  a par t  of a combina t ion of  
s tamps pay i ng the 24¢ ra te to tha t coun try . 

Apparen t l y ,  the vol ume of l e t ters trave l ing  v i a  Br i t i sh  Open M a i l  in  the 

m iddle 1 850 ' s  increased considerab l y  so tha t the 5¢ stamp was needed . In addi
t ion , negot ia t ions for the Anglo-French Trea t y ,  s igned September 24 , 1 856,  
poi n ted toward a U . S . - French Trea ty ,  and incl uded provi s ions wh ich made i t  
poss ible .  The new 1 5<t per 14 oz . prepai d  ra te was  deter m ined a t  tha t  t i me and was 

wel l known the t he Post  Off ice Depa rtmen t ,  wh ich may have prepared the 5¢ 
s tamp i n  an t ic ipa tion of th i s  comi n g  even t .  

[September 5, 1 964] 

' 
' 

. I 

" \ 

The Sit red brown of 1856 paying the 
open mail rate via England on a cover 
sent from Annapolis, Md. in Septem
ber, 1856 to a U S. Navy surgeon 
aboard a steam frigate in the Medi
terranean. The cover was sent from 
England via France to Italy where it 
was handled by the U S. Na val store
keeper at La Spezzia, Sardinia . 

A t  right: The Sit Indian red, type I 
s tamp of 1858in two vertical strips of 
three forming a block; prepaying the 
double rate by the U S. -French mail 
convention of 1857 on a cover sent 
from New Orleans to Port Vendres, 
France in May, 18S9. At 1Slt per \1-
ounce. the 301t prepaid a letter weigh
ing � ounce or less. 



TO WNS OF USE OF THE 5¢ 1856 STAMPS 

Town Listing for 5¢ 1 856 

The fol lowing is a l i s t ing by Frank Lev i ,  J r. .  of the  t own s from w h ich 51!' 1 8:J6 
covers a re known. If you h a ve a cover from a town not l i s ted belo w .  w i l l  you 
please report i t  to the a u thors of  t h i s  col umn?  

Ca l i forn i a  Todd s  \ 'a l l c·, ·  New York A l ba n \' 

Connec t in1 1 B r idgeport R u f fa l o  '.2 
H a rt ford '.2 N (' w  York 

New H a \'ell  Oric 1 1 1 

Nor w ich '.2 Pa l m y ra 

Delaware W i l m i ng t o n  Troy 

D. C. Was h i n g t o n  O h i o  Ba rncs \ ' i l k  '.2 
I l l i n o i s  A u rora Pl'll l l s \ l \ ·a n i a  R(' t h l c h l'm 

Frl'l'port  P h i l a dd p h i ; 1  I 
Pl ' k i n \\'c l l s horn 

Pl'oria R h odl' l s l ; i n d  Prm·idl'nn·  2 
Pon l a nd So 1 1 1 h  L 1 ro l i 1 1 ; 1  Ch a r ks 1 0 11 

Sa i 11 1 c· M a r i e  ( ; ( ' ! > rgl' I OW l l  

Iowa D;1 vc·n port  · 1 ·l 'xas  ( ; ; 1  ) \'('S I O ll 

'Nash i n g 1 01 1  \ ' i rg· i n i a  R i c h m o n d  

Lo11 i .s i ; l l l a  D o n a  l d s o m· i I le '.2 \\' i scon s i n  M i  l l l 'ra I Poi  1 1 1 

!'\(' \\' O r le a n s  I l 'J  C : oloni ; i l  Fxprl'ss 

M a i n l' Ca l a i s  I i\.b i l  

M a n· l ; 1 1 1 d  A n n a po l i s  I l " n k n own 

Ba l t i m orl' 2 ( i l kg i h lc ) ti 
M assad1 t 1 sl' t l s  Boston 1 1  ( l l OI H '  of t hes(' cou l d  1 1 0  N . 0 . )  

New H a m ps h i n· Portsm o u t h  TOTA L 1 89 
New Jnsl'y · f rcn ton 

" I  t h i n k  t h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  q u i t e i n t nes t i n g .  O f  t h t' se, ·cn l \ - t h n·t ·  emTrs t h a t  

wen:' n o t  post  c d  f rom N cw Ork; m s .  a \ tTv few ( pnha ps a ha I f-dwt·n ) \\T H' d i  reet -

ed t o Fra net' ! Looks l i ke t '\ 'ny ont '  w i t h  a Frt' n e h  eon mT t i on l i \ ' l ·d i n  N t'w 

O r l ea n s . "  s; l \ s Mr. Lc\' i .  

[September 1 2, 1 964] 

( 

/ 

/lc�& .�i-u� 
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An immaculate strip of three. with 
center line at left and huge margins, 
of the 5¢ red brown of 1856 used from 
New Orleans to Nantes. France by 
American packet under the then
recent U. S. -French mail convention. 

While, as per Mr. Levi's table above, 
a strip of three used from New Orleans 
is by far the most common use of the 
5¢ stamp of 1856, this co ver, the 
famous "Consul Klep " cover (after a 
previous o wner) is a marvellous 
example. 
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Die proof of the 24¢ 1860 stamp. 

The use for which the 24¢ stamp of 
1860 was intended-to prepay the 
postage to England. 

The New York marking with the 
19¢ credit to England (see pages 283-
4) for carriage by British mails is in a 
brilliant carmine. as is the cancel on 
the stamp. 

Carried by the Cunarder ''Africa " 
from New York, August 1861. the 
cover has an Edinburgh backstamp 
showing arrival on August 30. 1861. 
The backstamp also shows as an 
offset from the back of another co ver 
on the face of this cover. 

THE 1851 - 1857 ISSUE 

Our First 24-Cent Stamp 

In the l a te l 850 's ,  two or three years af ter it became manda tory to use pos tage 
stamps to prepay postage on a l l  domestic mai l ,  i nd iv idual s  and business f irms 
who a l so preferred to prepay the pos tage on their fore ign le t ters demanded 
h igher denominations of postage stamps.  

Some of our  knowledge of the h igher denomina tion s tamps comes from cor
respondence between the Post Office Depar tment  and Toppan ,  Carpen ter & 

Company ,  a s  publ i shed i n  Steinmetz Misce l lany ,  a pamphle t  d i s tr ibuted a t  the 
I n terna t iona l  Ph i l a te l ic  Exhibi t ion held i n  New York i n  October 1 9 1 3 . 

A kt ter of May 30th from A .  N .  Zevel y ,  Th ird Ass i s ta n t  Pos tmas ter Genera l ,  to 
Toppan ,  Carpen ter & Company ,  s ta tes :  

" Having unders tood tha t there i s  on hand a p la te for th i s  denomination (24-
cen t ) ,  I supposed you might be able to prepare s tamps on much shorter not ice .  
(They promised three weeks . )  There is  urgen t necess i ty for a speedy supply ,  
especia l l y  in the larger c i t ies ,  growing out  of recen t  orders to  pay al l  pos tages in 
s tamps .  What  the  actual demand wil l  be I cannot  fore tel l ,  but  suppose i t  w i l l  in  a 
short t ime amount  to ten m i l l ion ( I  0 ,000,000 ) . "  

Another le t ter ,  da ted J une I ,  1 860, speaks o f  rece iv ing samples o f  24<t pos tage 
s tamps :  "The l i lac shade ( no .  4 )  seems the bes t ,  a l though i t  is scarcely d i s t i nct ive 
enough when compared w i th the Five-Cen t s tamps now in  u se .  The Postmaster 
General w ishes you to furnish such stamps at the earl ies t  day poss ib le ,  taking 
care to  preserve the most marked di fference be t ween the t i n ts of  the  l i lac and 
those of the Five-Cent Stamps . "  

A la ter le t t er ,  of  J une 8 t h ,  s t a t es t h a t ,  " m y  es t i ma t e  as to the probable  demand 
for the Twen ty-Four Cen t  s tamps was ra ther h igh ,  as  i t  i s  hoped to reduce the 
Bri t i sh postage ra te . " (Ac tua l l y .  the Br i t i sh  ra te was not  reduced unt i l  six and 
one-ha l f  years l a ter . )  

A le t ter da ted J une 1 3 th from t h e  prin ter to t h e  Pos t O ffice Depar tmen t 
repor t s :  "We are happy to say that  three hundred n i nety thousand ( 390,000 ) 
s tamps of the Twen ty -Four  Cen t rate w i l l  be ready next Friday ,  1 5 th ins t . " 

Appa ren t l y  two to three weeks were requi red to di s tr ibute the stamps to the 
various pos t offices , as  the ear l ies t  known use of a 24 -cen t stamp up to th i s  t ime is 
Ju ly  7 ,  1 860 . 
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I t  i s  es t ima ted that  7 .IJ0 ,000 of thf' 24-cPn t  s tamps were issued. The n u m ber of 
these which were returned and dest royed a t  thl' t iml' of demonetizat ion (ap
proximate ly  September 1 86 1 ) i s  unknown.  

[August 4 ,  1 962] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Question:  W ha t  pos tage ra te to a forpign Lind was  the  21 -cen t s t a m p  spec i -

fica l l y  i s sued to  pay? 

[August 4 ,  1 962] 

A nswer to last Wf'f' k 's q uestion :  The 24-ccn t s t a m p  pa id  the s i ng le l e t l l'r  ra lc 
per one-ha l f  ouncl' 10 England. Establ i shed by the f irs t  Bri t i sh pos 1a l 1 rea t \  ef 
fect ive February 1 8 . 1 849 ,  and con t inu ing to Decem ber 3 1 .  1 867 . 

[August I I ,  1 962] 

The First 30-Cent S tamp 

The need for a 30-ccn t s ta m p  was the same as for the  24-cent ,  explained in  a n  
earl ier col umn .  A let ter from Mr.  Zeve ly ,  Th i rd Ass i s tan t  Pos tmaster Gl'ncra l ,  
dated J une 8 ,  1 860, t o  Toppan ,  Carpen ter a n d  Co. requests :  " P lease a i rer 1hc  
'Carrier ' s tamps ,  w i 1h the head of Frank l in  by in ser t ing the words - 'Th i r 1 y 
Cents .  U . S .  Pos lage ' ,  w i th  'various l i t t le changes ' as  proposed by you . Subm i t  
specimens o f  the impress ion i n  the buf f  color wh ich you recommend,  and 1Iw 
Postmas ter General w i l l  then decide whc1lwr the  s tamp \\· i l l  answer . "  

A le t ter o f  J une 1 2 t h  acknowledges rece ip t  o f  1 h c  new design for the 30-ccn t 
pos tage s tamp, and comments :  "The Pos 1mas 1n Gener a l  apprm'l's the des ign 
and requests you execute i t  and furnish spcc i rn l'n  impress ions a t  t he l'arl ies 1  
practical  momcn1 ,  the  demand for the same be ing  urgen t . "  

The specimen was submi t ted o n  the 26th o f  .J une and o n  the 2 7 th M r. Zeve l y  
wrote: " I  ha\'e subm i t tf'd the ne\,. s tamp to the  Postma s ter  Gener a l  a n d  havl' 1he  
pleasure to s ta te tha t  i 1  meets  w i th h i s  approva l .  P lcase  not i fy me when you w i l l  
be ready t o  f i l l  orders . "  
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Die proof of the 301t 1860 stamp. 

Two singles of the 30tt orange stamp 
of 1860 with a pair of 12tt type Ill's 
paying 841t postage to Hong Kong on 
a double rate ''Augustine Heard" cover 
from Boston in March, 1861. The "74" 
in red is a credit to England for double 
the 281t per half ounce British share 
plus 61t per quarter ounce for French 
transit via Marseilles. Thus, the 
weight was more than a half ounce 
but not exceeding three- fourths 
ounces. The ''2d" on the cover is the 
Hong Kong local charge, also double. 
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Also, although few covers are known, 
the 3()¢ was also the most appropriate 
for the double rate to France, in view 
of the � ounce single rate weight 
limitation. 

The comment regarding "that parti
cular rate of postage" refers to the 
amount and not a specific rate. There 
was no 90¢ single rate at the time and 
only a few exact double or other 
multiple rates. 

Proof  of the 90¢ 1860 stamp. 
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Appare n t l y  black wa s  chosen as the  orig ina l  color becau se ,  on Ju ly  1 1 th ,  the 
prin ters wrote the Post Office Departmen t :  " We are rel uc tant ly  obliged to s top 
prin t ing the Thir ty -Cen t s tamp un ti l  further advice from the Postmaster  
Genera l .  We f ind that  the  objection to black ari ses from the d i fficul ty of  can
cel ing the s tamp, i s  l ikely to prove more serious than at  f irs t  apprehended ; and in 
order to give you a defin i te idea of this  difficul ty we enclose a half  sheet of 
the denomina t ion specified.  The body of color i s  deeper and more genera l l y  d i f
fused than i s  advan tageous for cance l l a t ion .  We bel ieve that  the enclosed buff 
t in t  cou l d  be more advan tageously prin ted  than any h ue of ye l low, and can
cel ing such a s tamp woul d  be easy and t h orough .  We have prin ted a l ready a 
large n u m ber i n  black bu t  we w i l l  read i l y  subm i t  to the loss i n  case the  Pos t 
master G eneral sees proper to order the buff color i n  i ts p lace . "  

Since the  s tamp w a s  actua l ly  pri n ted in  orange ,  or shades o f  orange, i t  i s  ap
paren t t h a t  the Pos tmaster Genera l agreed \,· i th  the  pri n ter. The earl ie s t  re
corded use as  reported i n  the Co llrctor.1 C lu b  Ph ilatelis t  of January 1 958 i s  
August 8 ,  1 860. 

It i s  i n teres t ing that the larges t  used block known ( 5 3  s tamps)  paid the postage 
on a bag of gold dus t  mai l ed from Sacramen to C i t y ,  Ca l i fornia ,  to Bos ton , Mas
sachuse t t s .  

[August 1 1 ,  I 962] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Qur.1 t im1 :  \i\1ha t spec i f ic  foreign ra te was the 30-Cen t s tamp i ssued to pay? 

[August I I ,  1 962] 

A nswn to last wrr k 's q ues tion: Our f i rs t  pos t a l  trea ty  w i t h  Pru ss ia  bec a m e  

effect i n· Octob('J 1 6 . 1 8.52 and con t inued n i ne years to  O ctobn 1 6 , 1 81) 1 . This  
t rea t \' provided for 30 cen ts prepa id pos tage ra t e  for any  l e t tn f r o m  the  U n i ted 
S t a t es to a n y  c i ty  w i t h i n  the Prussian Pos ta l l l n ion .  At the t ime of J('newal  of 
t h i s  t rea t y  t h e  prepa id ra te was red uced to 28 ce n t s .  

[August 1 8 , I 962] 

The 90-Cent Stamp of 1 860 

Repr in ted in the Stein metz Miscellany is a le t ter of J une 1 2 , 1 860, addressed to 
Messers . Toppan ,  Carpen ter and Compan y  from A. N .  Zeve ly ,  Third Assis tant  
Postmas ter Genera l ,  w hich says ,  "I t  i s  a l so  considered necessary to have a s tamp 
i n  the denomina tion of N i nety Cen t s-not  on l y  to sui t  tha t  part icu lar  ra te of 
pos tage , but to prepay packages, to the amoun t ,  somet imes ,  of severa l dol lars .  
Wi th this s tamp the Postmas ter Genera l desi res the head of Wash ington a nd I 
need not  sugges t  to you the importance o f  expending upon i t  a l l  the talen t you 
can command in respect to des igning,  engraving  and coloring. " 

A let ter i n  reply ,  da ted J une I 3 ,  commen ts ,  " We have now, as you are aware ,  
three d i s t inc t  heads of Washington on the Three, Twelve and Twen ty-four Cen t 
denomina t ions .  Trumbul l ' s picture of Washington i s  probably the bes t we can 
now obta i n  . . .  " .  

A ppa r( ' n t l y  t he Po s t m a s t ('J Gen('Ja l d id n o t  a pprm·t· t h e  d('s i g n  p r( ' pa red 

ht·c;1 1 1 s t ' .  i n  a k t  ter of .J u l y  I '.! t h  f ro rn  t h e  pr in  t('J to Mr. Ze\'cl y. a lc n g t  h y ex p l a na 
t i on i s g i \ ' l · n for sc l t 'c t in g t h t' de s i gn . S o m e  of t hl '  rt' ; 1 s o 1 1 s  wt' re a s  fo l l ow s : -

" T h t '  I kad of \\'a s h i n g t on i s  co p i ed m o s t  acn 1 ra t l ' l y from T ru m b u l l ' s  ce lc 

lna t ( '( I p ic t u n · : \\' hl 'n wt·  i n form you t h a t  t hl '  port ra i t  i s  f i rs t  rt 'd uffd bY t ht '  
dag 1 H ·nt ·o t \)lt ' pron·ss  ; 1 1 1 d  t h( ' l l  l ' l l gra vt'd . you w i l l  a t  onn·  1 1 1 Hl t 'ls t a 1 1 d t h a t  i t  i s  

i m poss i h k  t o  obta i n  a m mt· I H 'l ft'C t fa c s i m i le o f  t h t '  o r i g i na l t h a n  \\' (' h a \ ·t · 
11 1 ; 1d t '  . . .  T h nt·  i s  pro lu h l y  1 1 0  I H i r t ra i t  o f  t h i s  i l l u s t r i o u s  m a n  more gt'IHTa l h· 

k 1 1 o w 1 1  a n d  cop i t'd t h r u  t ht' co 1 1 1 1 t n· t h a 11 t h  i s  by T n 1 m  h u l l  . . .  We a s s u rt' t h e  Pos t -



THE 90¢ STA MPS OF 1860 

master General most empha t ica l ly  that  we were principa l l y  induced to selec t 
thi s  design i n  consequence of i t  being,  no t  on ly  an a u then tic l i keness bu t  one 
very fami l iar  to the public a t  large. We sugges t  respectfu l l y  that  the head on the 
Three Cen t s tamps owes i ts  w ide-spread recogni tion to the immense ci rcu la t ion 
which the stamp i tsel f has throughou t  the cou n try . "  

Apparen t ly  the Postmas ter General preferred t o  see the picture of Washington 
framed i n  the same manner as  the Three Cen t  s tamps .  "We think the Postmas ter 
Genera l ,  upon examining the Three Cen t  stamp, w i l l  immedia te l y  perceive the 
palpable incongrui ty ,  nay ,  the i mposs ib i l i ty ,  o f  adding the 'dress '  of the  N i nety 
Cen t design . . .  to a mere profi le ,  meda l l ion view of Washington . "  

O n  August  1 s t the prin ter submi t ted n i ne samples of colors o f  the original  
design on s tamp paper. Two of these were p ink , o thers l igh t red and one of them 
which they described as  " the handsomes t of  them a l l "  was blue .  

As we know,  th i s  blue was accepted very shor t l y  after th is  recommenda tion 
was made, becau se t he stamps a re reported to have been used as  early a s  August 
1 3 , 1 860. However,  S tanley Ashbrook i n  his long period of s tudy was never able 
to locate a cover showing a u se prior to September 1 1 , 1 860. 

Undoubted ly  most of the s tamps actua l l y  used were on packages, and 
therefore were not  saved on the piece but soaked off. There is a handful  of le t ters 
known which bear the n inety cen t stamp in combina tion w i th others .  Those we 
have record of were addressed to Port E l izabe th ,  Cape of Good Hope ,  Barce lona , 
Spain , Calcu t ta ,  India ,  Shangha i ,  China ,  and Grand Canary I s lands .  

I t  i s  bel ieved that  abou t 29 ,000 were i ssued. H owever, a n umber of these were 
returned and des troyed at the t ime of demonet iza tion in August and September 
1 86 1 . 

[August 1 8, 1 962] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Quest ion : Sco t t ' s  catalog l i s t ing  of th i s  s ta m p  revea l s  a mos t unusual  fac t 

about the 90 cen t  s tamp. What is th i s  fac t ?  

[August 1 8, 1 962] 

A nswer to last week 's q uestion:  Th i s  stamp is more  va luable 14cn u ine l y used 
than in the unused cond i t ion .  

[August 25, 1 962] 
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Joseph Holt of Kentucky was Post
master General, 14 March. 1859 to 1 
January, 1881. 

A 90tt 1880, with two 30tt. a 10tt, a 5tt 
and a 3tt of the 1857-1880 issue of 
U. S. stamps, making up a $1 .68 rate 
to Augustine Heard & Co. at Shanghai. 
Mailed from Boston, November 23, 
1880. 

The rate is for a letter weighing 
between 1 � and 1 �2 ounces, by British 
and French mails. via Marseilles. The 
cover went to England by American 
Packet, and the credit, in red, of 
"84(tt)/4" was shared by the British 
(48tt) and the French (36tt). 

The cover was backstamped at 
Hong Kong in January, 1881. 
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U.S. Classics in Switzerland 

(See page 171) A previous  column ( 1 6  J u l y  1 966 ) described the 1 84 7  i tems exhibi ted a t  S I P  EX 

This cover is now believed to have 
been extensively altered and the 90¢ 
1860 stamp fraudulently added. 

In this column, Mr. Baker discussed 
both 1860 and 1861 covers bearing 
90¢ stamps. 

This co ver is described on page 252, 
as it bears a 90¢ 1861 stamp. 

in  the Chr i s t ian Hir tzel exh ib i t ,  now i n  the possess ion of the Swiss  PTT 
Museum at Berne. 

The use o f  the 90¢ 1 860 on cover i s  one of the grea t rari t ies ,  there bei n g  f ive 
covers know n ,  one w i th the 90<r stamp added . The H i r tzcl col lect ion con ta i ned a 
cover w i th a pair of l <r  p lus  24<1: p lus  90¢ pos tmarked May 1 1 , 1 86 1 , a t New York,  
addressed to Mr .  Wood at the Grand Canary I s lands .  (Can this  ra te be exp la in 
ed? ) 

Another 90¢ 1 860 cover, perhaps the most  beau t i fu l  of t hose known ,  was 
shown in  the Court of Honor by the Wei l l  Bro t hers .  This cover bears a pa i r  o f  I ¢  
p lus  a 1 0¢ p l us 30¢ p lus  90<r pos tmarked Bos ton , J u l y  1 86 1 ,  to Edwin Howland,  

Port  E l izabe t h ,  Cape of Good Hope.  The $ 1 . 32  pos tage pays the  four t imes 33¢  
ra te  wi th  $ 1 . 1 2 cred i t  to  England.  

[July 30,  1 966] 

Rates on 90¢- 1 860 and 1 86 1  Covers 

Our 30 J u ly ,  1 966 column descri bed two covers and asked about the ra tes .  A 
cover to Grand Canary I s lands postmarked 1 1 May , 1 86 1  t o  New York bea r ing a 
pai r  of l <r  p lus  24<1' p lus  90<r equa l s  $ 1 .  1 6  or two t i mes  58¢ . The publ i shed ra te 
was 65<r per Yi oz. This  cover i s  cons idered good . The exp l ana t ion may be in t he 
preceding  art ic le ! 

The o ther  i s  the second earl ies t  recorded use of the  90c:r, No\'ember 27 .  1 86 1 .  
The cover bears a 3 ¢  p lus  5 <r  p lus 1 0<.t (Aug . ) p lu s  90<t equa l s  $ 1 . 08 .  The ra te i s  
double t imes 45<r  per Yi oz . (90<r ) p lus  t rip le  6<t p er  1;, oz .  ra t < '  via Marse i l l es ( 1 8¢ )  

eq uals $ 1 .08 .  Th i s  cover weighed over 22- Y:? gramm<'s 0 1  oz .  approx i m a te l y )  b u t  
less than I oz. 

[May 6,  1 967] 

The 1 875 Reissue of 1 857 Stamps 

By Frank S.  Levi, Jr. 

Guest Editor 

Hnl' a re t he f i gurl 's o n  t he 1 87:> rc i s s u < ' sl' t  of t he 1 857  s t amps ( Sco t t ' s  N os .  40-
4 7 ) .  If  we assume that  the i s sued figures are correct we ca n come up w i th  some 
in teres t ing  observa t ions .  

I 'm goin g  to further assume that  a l l  s ta ted i ssued s tamps s t i l l  exi s t  ( i t  seems 
reasonab le  tha t those in  museums are mos t l i kely i n  set s - th us those in col l ec
tions and on the market mus t  be pre t ty  c lose to t he same rel a t ive tota l s  as  that  
clai med to have been i s sued . )  Now i f  we m u l ti ply  the  number i ssued by the 
ca talog va l ue we note  some odd th ings .  

1 935 
J c- #40 ( 3846)  6 . 00 $23 ,076 .00 

3c:r #4 1 ( 4 79 )  40 .00 1 9 , 1 60 .00 

5<r #42 (878 )  1 5 .00 1 3 , 1 70 .00 

1 0¢ #43 ( 5 1 6 )  27 .50 1 1 , 1 90 .00 

1 2<r #41 ( 4 89 )  30 .00 1 1 , 670 .00 

24¢ #45 ( 1 79 )  32 . 50  1 5 , 567 .50  

30</' #46 ( 4 80 )  32 .50 1 5 , 600.00 

90¢ #4 7 ( 1 54 )  40 .00 1 8 , 1 60 .00 

Start ing  in  1 935 we find  t ha t  the 5<r through t h e  30¢ are pret ty  wel l  i n  ba lance.  
The 3 ¢  and 90¢ are fa i r ly  close ,  whik the I ¢  i s  way out  of proport ion .  Could  the 
1 ¢ be more in demand because of Ashbrook? B u t  that much in demand? Or i s  i t  
the fact  that i t  i s  the least costlv tha t makes i t  so much i n  demand? Can we 
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explain the 3¢ in a similar manner by Chase ' s  work on the 1 85 1 - 57 ' s? B u t  why 
the 90<t? 

1 968 

) ¢  #40 ( 3846)  1 1 0 .00 $423 ,280. 00 
3<t #4 1 ( 479)  425 .00 203 ,575 . 00 
5¢  #42 (878 )  1 50 .00 1 3 1 , 700.00 

1 0¢ #43 ( 5 1 6 ) 285 .00 1 4 7 , 060. 00 
1 2¢ #44 (489)  325 .00 1 58 ,925 . 00 
24¢ #45 (479 )  375 .00 1 79 ,625 . 00 
30¢ #46 (480)  525 .00 252 ,000. 00 
90¢ #47 ( 151 ) 600 . 00 272 , 400 .00 

Now we come a l l  the  way to 1 968 . . . e i ther se t o f  f igures the I <t i s s t i l l  way ou t  of  
l ine .  The 90¢ , 30¢ , and 3<t  are on the h igh s ide w h i l e  the 5¢ through 24¢ are pre t t y  
m uch i n  l ine ,  bu t  no t  too good . Ra ted as  before , the s e t  now s tacks u p  as fol l ows :  
1 ¢ , 90¢ , 30¢ , 3¢ ,  24<t , 1 2¢ ,  I O<t and 5¢ .  S trange ! 

Look now a t  the indiv idual  val ues covering a span of 34 years . 
. . .  the l <t  e i ther s tayed the same or increased every year except for 1 950.  By 1 963 

(29 years ) i t  i ncreased ten - fold !  
. . .  the 3¢ fel l bad ly  i n  1 943 and s l ipped once aga i n  i n  1 950. I t  took 3 4  years ( to 

1 968 ) to regis ter a ten - fold increase . 
. . .  the 5¢ fel l on ly  once, in  1 95 1 .  . .  again the ten - fo ld  increase took the  fu l l  34 

years . 
. . . the I O<t has  never fa l len back . . .  a s teady increase or  s tayed the same during the 

e n ti re period . . .  34  years to hit the ten - fold i ncrease . 
. . .  the 1 2¢ a l so has  never s l ipped . . .  a lso 34 years to increase ten - fold . 
. . .  the 24<t fe l l  in  1 95 1  bu t  o therwi se was s teady or advanced . I t  near ly  increased 

ten- fo ld  in 33  years . 
. . .  the 30¢ fe l l  only  once ( 1 950) . . .  by 1 966 (32  yea rs )  i t  had increased m ore than 

ten - fold . 
. . .  the  90C- never fel l back . . .  by 1 966 ( 32  years )  i t  had i ncreased more than ten 

fo ld .  
Thi s  i s  a s t ra nge se t  indeed . 

[December 9, 1 967] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Query : Approximately how many U . S. pos t off ices were in  exi s tence on June 

30, 1 855? 

Uune 9, 1 962] 

A nsw er to last w eek 's query : The U . S .  Pos tmaster Genera l ' s  report of  Decem
ber 1 ,  1 855 ,  says t here were 24 ,4 1 0  pos t offices i n  exis tence on J une 30, 1 855 .  

Uune 1 6, 1 962] 

1 85 1  lmperforate Combination Covers 

Why are covers showing three or four  denomina t ions during the 1 85 1  period 
hard to f ind? They are the most d ifficu l t  to locate for the period J uly 1 ,  1 85 1 ,  to 
J uly  5 ,  1 853 ,  period one, because only  the 1 ¢ , 3¢ ,  and 1 2¢ denominat ion s  were 
avai lable .  Who has  a use during th i s  period of these three stamps on a cover or 
fol ded le t ter? 

Wi th  the i n t roduction of government s tamped envelopes of  3¢ value Ju ly  6, 
1 853 ,  and 6<t va l ue Ju ly  3 1 ,  1 853 ,  (earl iest  uses presen t ly  know n )  comes the f irst  
opportuni ty  for a combination of fou r  count ing the 3¢ stamped envelope as 
d ifferent  from the 3¢  stamp. We w i l l  ca l l  th i s  period two. Combinat ion covers 

21J 
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A mixed franking of 1851-57 stamps;
i. e. , with and without perforations. 
This cover has its 45<t rate to Batavia, 
East  Indies paid by two each of the 
10<t imperforate 1856 and 1857 per
forated stamps, with a 5<t 1856 im
perforate, via British mails. 

See the above column. 
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from J u l y  6, 1 853 , to Apri l 25 , 1 855 , a re the  nex t hardes t  to f ind.  Who has  one or 
more? 

The ear l ies t  known date of use of t he I 011' envelope ,  Apri l 25 , 1 855 ,  precedes the 
earl ies t known date for the stamp ( May 1 9 , 1 855 )  by 21 days.  The add i t ion of a 

new denomi na t ion i n  two forms i n creases the probabi l i ty of use of three or  more 
values on a cover dur i ng th i s  th i rd peri od .  The addi t ion of the  new ! Oct ra te to 
Cal i forni a  helps as a I ll'  plus  3<t and 6<t s tamped envelope or a J <t  plus two 3 <t  and 
3<t governmen t envelope wil l  make this  rate.  Also the 24ct to England cou ld  be 
pa id by a J <t  plus 3<1' plus  two I Oct s tamps .  Th i s  th i rd per iod extends from April  
25, 1 855 ,  to May 24 , 1 856 .  

The four th  period s tar ts  wi t h  the ear l ies t  known use of the new 5'1'  s t amp May 
21, 1 856 ,  and extends to February 28 ,  1 85 7 .  A t  this t i me ,  f ive va lues of s ta m ps and 
three va l ues of s tam ped envelopes were ava i lable .  Th is  period conc l udes the 
t ime when combina t ion covers cou ld only be fou nd with im perfora te s tamps .  
The f ina l  date of th is  period is f lexi ble beca use covers of th i s  nat ure could be 
found a t  l a ter da tes .  Al l  such covers shou ld he incl uded in the four th  period. 

A tab u l a tion of exi s t ing  com bina t ion covers of th ree or more val ues m igh t be 
of su ffic ien t in terest to Tracy S i mpson t h a t  he would \\' an t t o  i nc l ude i t  i n  the 
U.S.  1 85 1 - ' 60 C h ro n iclP. So send your l i s t  l o  us  to compi le - l i s t  s t a m ps on each 
cO\'tT, pos tmark da te and year ,  pos t  office m a i led and des t i na t ion .  No t e : V11e are 
not con s ider i ng di fferen t  types of a \·a l ue as a second \·a hw. 

The Februar\ 28 ,  1 85 7 ,  date i s  t he earl i e s t  reconled u se o f  go\'ernrncn t per
fora ted postage s t amps .  This  is t he f i rs t  da t e  t h a t  combi n a t ion covers could 
i nc l ude an i m perfora t t' and perfora ted s t a m p  of t he same \'a l ue 011 a co nT and,  
t ll ( 'rdo re . \\'as  chosen as  t he propn da t e  IO fmma l ly c l ose t he fou n h  pni od . 

[June 22, 1 963) 

1 857 Perforated Combination Covers 

In  an  ear l ier col u m n  we divided i n t o  fou r  pniod s ,  t he t ime  from J u l y  I ,  1 85 1  to 
Februa ry 28, 1 85 7 ,  for i m pnfora t e  cm'tTs .  S i nce t he  perfora ted s tamps are,  so to 
spea k ,  a pall of t he same i ssue ,  we w i l l  s t a rt t he f i r s t  perfora te  period as  n u m ber 

five .  
Period five w i l l  h a ve two types o f  cover s ;  t hose combin ing imperfora te and 
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perforate stamps of the same value,  and those bear ing  a l l  perfora ted s tamps .  We 
wil l  l i s t  each separate ly ,  bu t both  are period five. T h i s  period extends some th ree 
years unt i l  Ju ly  7 ,  1 860, the adven t of the new 240 '  s tamp.  

Period s ix i s  a short  month i n terva l from J u ly 7 th t o  August  8 th , 1 860 when s ix  
val ues of s tamps and three va l ues governmen t  envelopes were ava i labl f:' 10  ma kf:' 

combinat ions .  
Period seven i s  only one day longer-August  8 t h  to September 1 1 t h ,  1 860 

when the 7 th va l ue ,  the 30<t s tamp was added. Period eigh t is the  three mon th 
period from September 1 1 th to December 1 1 th when the 90<t , the 8 th and la s t  

value  of s tamp, was added to the  issue .  Peri od nine i s  the  las t .  The 3<t ,  6<t and I Oct 

star die envelopes appeared, but added no new va lue s .  However , on Decem ber 
1 1 th ,  1 860, the new 1 <t  and J ct  and 3<t  combina t ion envelopes became ava i la ble 
making a total of  8 denomina t ions  of s tamps and 5 denom i nat ions of s ta m ped 
envelopes .  This  period con t inues un t i l  demonet i za t ion d ur i n g  and fol l owing  
August 1 86 1 . 

Period five w i l l  inc l ude the ear ly  covers i n  the famous  August ine Heard corre
spondence. W i l l  anyone guess how many combina t ion covers w i l l  be record<'d 
from th i s  correspondence? 

Period n ine w i l l  inc l ude covers from t lw fa mous Crosby correspondence to 
Guatemala ,  the Payen correspondence to France, and the Howland COITl' 

spondence to the Cape of Good Hope. 
The increase i n  prepaid foreign ma i l  duri ng t h i s  period may show up i n  in

creased covers rema in ing today .  All domes t ic mai l  had to be prepa id a fter April 
1 ,  1 855 .  H owever, we w i l l  f ind the bulk of t he com bi na tion covers to be s i  ngf r  or 
mul t iple ra ted covers to fore ign lands .  

Many more prepaid rates to fore ign dest ina t ions  a rc l i s ted i n  the  1 8S 7  r; 1 te 

tables t han in the 1 85 1  and 1 8S2 tables .  Bus i ness ma i l  tended to be prepa id ,  
whi le  persona l  ma i l  was  sen t col l ect .  Usual l y  the wr i ter  was  s t ruggl ing  in  
America wh i l e  rela t ions  back home across the water were more prosperous and 
anxious to hear abo u t  America .  A l so col lect ma i l  seemed to be del i n·red more 
prompt l y !  

[July 1 3 ,  1 963] 

M ore About 1 85 1  Combination Covers 

In previous col umns  a combination cover was def ined as one bea ring 3 or 
more denominat ions of s tamps .  During the pas t three mon ths a tabu la tion of 
these covers has been made for both  the 1 85 1  and the 1 86 1  issues.  

Natura l l y ,  the f irst  recorded were i n  m y  own co l l ect ion ( haven ' t  checked 
Hugh ' s  col lection ye t ) .  Then I t urned to the auct ion ca talogs of wel l -known 
col lections :  Gibson, B row n ,  Knapp, Wes t ,  Moody ,  Caspary , Mero n i ,  Krug, 
Waterhouse, Gore, Sh ierson , and other recent U . S .  sa les .  The Gibson,  Krug and 
Caspary sales con ta ined i tems of grea t i n teres t .  It i s  i n teres t ing to trace t he l i ne
age of these i tems .  Many have been i n  two or more col lections .  Addi t ional  
covers have been recorded from Ash brook ' s  Specia l Service and Ashbrook,  H i l l ,  
an d  Neinken ' s  books o n  the stamps of the 1 85 1  i ssue .  Certa i n  i ndiv iduals ,  who 
have become i n terested, are a l so report ing combinat ions they see, have in their 
col lections ,  or s tocks .  

We inv i te a l l  to report .  P lease include the fol lowing in forma t ion ;  l i s t  a l l  
!>tamps a n d  entires by Scot t  n umbers, total rate, orig in  or port of  departure, i f  
origin i s  unknow n ,  date i ncl uding year, des t inat ion ,  a n d  i ndividual  addressed. 
Dates and years of use are i m portant .  

My  f i r s t  general tabu la t ion show:  five covers w i th three va l ues u sed i n  1 855;  
seven covers w i th three values used i n  1 857 ;  s ix covers w i th three val ues used in 
1858: five covers w i th three values and one cover used w i th four va lues i n  1 859; 
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See the notes on page 101, bottom, 
and the columns and notes on pages 
2, 3 and 4 for the explanation of this 
column heading. 

This is the co ver described above. 
The New York American Packet and 
French receiving mark are in red; the 
French due marking, "16" is in black. 
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s ix teen w i th three val ues and one cover u sed w i th four values i n  1 860; thi r ty-one 
w i th three va l ues and two covers used w i th four  va l ues in 1 86 1 . The total of 
covers w i th three values i s  seventy wh i l e  those w i th  four va lues to ta l  only four in 
number. I n  addi tion , twelve covers w i th three values and one cover w i th four 
have been noted where the year of use is uncerta i n .  

Not ice tha t no cover h a s  been defi n i te ly  estab l i shed a s  u sed prior to 1 855 .  Over 
ha l f  of the covers were used during 1 860 and 1 86 1 . On ly  f ive covers of the  e igh ty
seven recorded bore four va l ues ,  a seven teen to one ra t io .  

[August 24, 1 963] 

I tems From A Departed Collection (V) 

We have a buff cover wi th  a 1 q: 1 85 1  Type I I  margi n pair  vertical a t  le f t ,  topped 
by a 1 ¢ Type I I  s tr ip of 5 and s ingle 3¢ 1 85 1  to prepay the 1 0¢ ra te from Roches ter, 
New York to Quebec, Canada in December 1 85 1 .  It is addressed to George 
Alvord , Esq .  The 1 ¢ stamps are 4 1  to 4 7 R  from Pla te 1 ear ly .  We have n ever seen 
another cover wi th  th i s  combination .  

Here i s  a cover that leaves u s  laughi ng because for years we  have been asking 
" Who has seen a cover with al l  three 1 ¢ , 3¢ ,  a nd 1 2¢ va lues of 1 85 1  i s sue used 
prior to May 1 9 , 1 855 ,  the ear l i es t  known u se of the 1 Oq: 1 855? " Righ t h ere is such 
a cover !  I t  originated in New York C i ty October 1 5 , 1 853 ,  addressed to Mr.  F. 
Haase,  No 38 Quai D 'Orleans ,  Lyon ,  France bearing a pa i r  of 1 ¢ Type I V ,  a pair  
of 3 ¢ ,  and a s ingle 1 2¢ to  pay t he 20¢ ra te direc t to  France .  Ins tead , the cover was 
sen t v ia  E ngland wi th  a 1 ¢  u nderpayment  or a J <t  payment  in  cash w i thou t a 
stamp being  appl ied .  The " 1 6" ( 1 6  dec imes ) indica tes a double ra te , over 1 5  
grammes ,  due in  France, bu t on ly  a s i ngle ra te ,  u p  to  Yi ounce, i n  t h e  lJ . S .  This 
let ter was enrou te fourteen days .  

P lea se l e t  us hear from those who ha\'e a combina t ion cover w i th 1 ¢ ,  3 q: ,  and 
12'1" 1 85 1  s ta mps used pr ior  to May 1 9 , 1 855 .  

Now for the next cover we turn to our ne ighbors to the sou th,  Mexico .  This 
letter orig inated at  Parra la, Chi h uahua ,  Mexico, and bore both a Mexican s ta mp 
overprin ted Chihuahua and a U . S .  1 0¢ 1 855 .  I t  was d i rected " V i a  Vera Cruz" 
and was bro ugh t to New York by a non -con trac t  sh ip  whose purser took it to the 

· .  
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New York post office.  The pos t office hands tamped i t  5ct  due thereby , not 
recogn iz ing the I Oct U . S . s tamp.  The 5ct due paid 3 ct  U . S. pos tage to Mr .  John 
Macdonald ,  West C hester, Penna . , and 2c to the ship capta in .  The let ter was 
enroute from November 1 7 , 1 855 t o  February 'I t h ,  1 856, se\'en ty -n ine days .  Th i s  
cover i s  i l l u s t ra ted on Page 262, Volume I I ,  The  U n l ted States 0 n e  Cent Stamp of 
1 8 5 1 - 5 7  by S t an ley Ashbrook . 

[November 1 6, 1 968] 

Mul tiple Issues on Cover 

S ince the ca ta log descr ibes the perforated s tamps o f  the 1 85 1  Issue as the 1 857 
Issue ,  th i s  permi ts us  to i nclude uses  of imperfora te and perfora ted 1 85 1  s tamps 
in  th i s  ca tegory . S uch a cover cou ld  not  exi s t  prior to February 28 ,  1 85 7 ,  the 
present  ear l ies t  recorded date of use of a n  offi c ia l l y  i ssued perfora ted s tamp.  

Recen t ly  Fra n k  Sa l ichs of M i a m i ,  F lorida, sen t u s  a photograph of an ex
tremely rare and a t tractive folded let ter from New York to Havana w i th the 20¢ 
pos tage pa id by a pa i r  of  Set i mperfora te ( 1 85 1 )  a n d  a pair of 5ct  perfora ted ( 1 85 1  ) .  

The th ree examples  i n  your edi tor ' s  col lect ion a l l  happened to be on covers 
addressed abroad ,  one to England and two to Germany . A l t hough we haven ' t  
made a record o f  thi s  type o f  cover , \\' ( '  han· n o t  seen m ; t l l \' .  D o  you ha\·( · o n e  i n  
your col l ect ion? 

[January 23 , 1 965] 

1 85 1 -57 Combination Covers 

Having tabula ted a number of covers bearing three va l ues or more of the 1 85 1  
and 1 857  i ssues ,  w e  were curious about what  ra tes these s tamps pa id  and to what 
des t inat ions .  You might  f ind the fol lowing of i n teres t :  l O<t- I <t  overpay tr iple 
domes t ic  rate; carrier p l  us 3 x  domes t ic  rate;  to Ber muda;  to Canada; double lJ . S .  
inland to France v ia  England.  I l et-Carrier on le t ter to Cal i forn ia a fter 71 1 /60. 
1 5 <t -To Bremen , Germany ;  Hamburg, Germany ;  Par is ,  France;  Ca l i forn ia  to 
Canada . 1 6¢-Ca rr ier to Ham burg via Bremen .  1 8<t-Six  t imes domest ic  rate. 

20<t-Double ra te to or from Cal i fornia af ter 4 / 1 /55 ;  double rate to Bremen; 
via Havre Line to France prior to I I  I /57 ;  double rate over 2500 m i les to Mexico. 
2 l <t-Open Ma i l  via E ngland to France; I ta l y ,  I ndia  and Swi tzer land;  to Spa in  

21 7 

See the cover illustrated in page 214 
for such an 1851-57 combination. 

A lthough Mr. Baker was discussing 
these stamps in the sense of their all 
being a part of the "1851" issue, the 
5¢ imperforate first appeared in 1856 
and the perforated 5¢ the following 
year. 

Four different stamps of the U.S. 1857 
issue used on a cover to make up a 
double rate to Ireland in 1860. A 24¢ 
1860 stamp paid half the rate; the 
other 24¢ was paid by two 10¢ 1859 
Type V stamps, a 3¢ red 1857 stamp 
and a 1¢ blue Type V 1857 stamp. 

The New York exchange marking, 
crediting England with 38¢ of the 48¢ 
total postage for sea transit by Cunar
der, is in red as are the grids tying the 
stamps to one another and to the 
cover. 
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Mr. Baker meant here that such a 
cover with 22¢ paid in stamps exists. 
The cover would thus represent a 
short payment by 2¢ being accepted. 

Now, "Simpson 's U. S. Postal Mark
ings, 1851-61, " by Thomas J. Alex
ander. This is a revised edition pub
lished in 1979. 
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via French Ma i l .  22<.t-Post Office error for 4x domestic Cal i forn ia rate prior to 
2/ 1 /55. 24<.t- E igh t t imes domes t ic ra tes ; to E ngland;  over pay 2 1  <t Rate to 
France prior to 1 / 1 /57 ;  over pay 1 5<.t ra te to France af ter 4/ 1 /57 .  

25<.t-to Hol s tein ,  Germany v ia  Bremen . 26<.t-Cal i forn ia to  France v ia  Bri t i sh 
Open mai l .  30<t-5<t underpay to Swi tzerland via  Prussian Closed Mai l ;  s ingle 
rate to Germany via P .C . M . ,  double rate to France via Havre Line .  35<.t-to 
Denmark, to Swi tzerland , and Rome, I ta ly  via P . C . M .  37<.t-to Russ ia  a nd to 
Fin land via P . C . M .  38<.t - to Hong Kong and Ca lcut ta via P . C. M .  v ia  Trieste .  
39¢-to Aden ,  Calcutta ,  and Hong Kong via Bri t ish Ma i l  via Marsei l les . 42<.t
double rate via French Ma i l  to S w i tzerland and I ta ly .  44<.t-San Francisco to 
Guatemala and Venezuela ;  to Cape of Good Hope, 1 856 .  

45<.t-Triple ra te to Pari s ,  France; to Austra l ia and Shanghai  via Bri t i sh mai l  
via Marse i l les ;  to  Grand Canary v ia  Br i t i sh  Mai l .  60<.t- triple ra te to W urt tem
berg, Germany in  1 855 .  65<.t- to I ndia  via Bri ti sh mai l  via Marse i l les in 1 855 .  
70<.t-Double ra te to  Swi tzerland via P . C . M .  75<.t-Five t imes rate to France v ia  
Havre L ine .  

84¢- to Austra l ia  (over Yz oz. under % ozs . )  v ia Br i t i sh  Mai l  via Marsei l les ;  
double rate to Sweden via P . C . M .  90<t-double rate to Hong Kong via Br i t i sh 
Mai l  via Marse i l les .  $ 1 .05-five t imes Br i t i sh  open mai l  ra te  to Spa i n .  $ 1 . 32-
Four t imes ra te v ia Br i t i sh  ma i l  to Cape of Good Hope . $ 1 .68-ra te not  over !Yi 
oz . to Shanghai via Bri t i sh  mai l  via Marsei l les .  

[March 2 1 ,  1 964] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Query: What  genera l work , s t i l l  i n  prin t ,  would provide many answers to 

basic quest ions on the operat ions of the  post office departmen t and the stamps of 
the period 1 85 1 - 1 86 1 ?  

[June 16 ,  1 962] 

A nswer to last week 's q uery : Uni ted S ta tes Posta l Ma rk ings & R e la ted Mail  
Servies 1 85 1 - 1 861 bv Tracy W .  S impson . 

[June 23, 1 962] 

Unusual U .S.  Rates and Due Markings 

The period from Ju ly  1 ,  1 85 1 ,  to Apr i l  I ,  1 855 ,  was the on ly t ime the  U .S .  
posta l rates were di fferen t for paid and unpaid domestic let ters . The  pos ta l  rates, 
a t  that time, were 3<t per Yz oz. prepaid ,  5<t per Yz oz. col lect for d i s tances less than 
3 ,000 m i les ;  6<t per Yz oz. prepaid ,  and I O<t per Yz oz. col lect for dis tances over 3 ,000 
mi les .  Double or triple rate let ters were two or three t imes these ra tes . 

Do you have i n  your col lect ion , or have you seen an 8<t rate cover of th i s  
period? This  would be  a double-rate le t ter wi th  a s ingle ra te prepaid  by cash or  
stamps, and the second ra te col lect .  

Have you i n  your col l ect ion ,  or seen ,  a 1 6<.t ra te cover? A le t ter to or from the 
Paci fic coast  might carry th is  rate. Th i s  i s  the s ingle 6<t prepaid and the addi
tional unpaid ra te ,  I O<t col l ect .  These ra tes occur on covers from the Pacific coast 
because a number of letters traveled by express agen t outs ide of the m a i l s  to New 
York before being pos ted . I t  was not  a l ways known prior to being pos ted that  the 
let ter weighed more than the s ingle rate and therefore not  more than the s ingle 
rate of pos tage was appl ied by the wr i ter .  

Covers bearing the bisected 1 2<.t stamp, used main ly  i n  1 853 from San Fran
ci sco, provide an in teres t ing s tudy in ra tes . First l e t ' s  consider the covers where 
the "6<t" bisected 1 2<t stamp was recogn ized. I f  th i s  le t ter required an add i t ional 
rate becau se of weigh t ,  the 6<t stamp paid the first rate and I O<t due for the second 
rate would make this a 1 6¢ rate cover 
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Late in 1 853 these bisected s tamps were no longer recogni zed, and therefore 
were not accepted for the payment  of any pos tage .  I n  this  case, a s ingle ra te cover 
posted at San Francisco would show a "due 1 0 , "  or the s traigh t 1 0¢ unpaid rate. 
However, the same cover carried outs ide of the mai l s  by an express agent ,  ei ther 
via N icaragua or via Panama, wou l d  be marked "due 7 "  when posted at the New 
York post office to pay the single col l ect  rate of 5¢ p l us the 2¢ ship fee . An un
paid double-rate l e t ter ,  pos ted a t  Sa n Francisco, would carry a due 20¢ or the 
double 1 0¢ unpaid rate ,  or i f  pos ted a t  New York ,  i t  would carry a "due 1 2¢ "  or 
the double 5¢  col lect  rate under 3 ,000 mi les p l us 2¢ sh ip fee . 

[February 23, 1 963) 

Unusual U.S .  Rates and Due Markings After April I ,  1 855 

It has a lways been the rule of our Post Office Departmen t that  a l l  postage 
appl ied on domest ic  le t ters be used to pay a l l  or part of the ra te, and where in 
sufficien t,  the  balance i s  to  be  col lected on del ivery . We f ind s ta mpless covers, 
1 84 7  covers , and even le t ters today where this is  true .  Some unusual  examples of 
this have turned up .  

Have  you ever seen a due 9<t cover bearing 1 85 l s tamps? One was  posted in  San 
Francisco after Apri l 1 855 ,  addressed to New Hampshire w i th a 1 ¢  1 85 1  stamp 
appl ied . The rate after Apri l I ,  1 855 ,  was 1 0¢ prepaid by s tamps or cash for 
dis tances over 3 ,000 m i les .  Hence, the I 0¢ rate m i n us the I ¢  paid by s tamps 
leaves the 9 cen ts due on del ivery . 

A due 4¢  cover to or from the Paci fic coas t  is found for a period of t ime short ly 
after the ra te change on Apri l I ,  1 85 5 .  However, a cover has shown up due 7¢ ,  
pos ted J une 5 ,  1 856,  in San Franci sco and addressed to S t .  Loui s .  The wri ter 
appl ied a 3¢ and a 1 0¢ stamp to pay the old 1 2¢ double  ra te . However, the new 
20¢ double ra te appl i ed so the due 7 p lus  the 1 3 ¢  postage paid the ra te. It so 
happens tha t the San Francisco pos t office had a "due 7 "  handstamp because this 
was the amount due on a col lect  ship le t ter under 3 ,000 m i les from July 1 85 1  to 
Apri l  1 855 .  An i n terest ing observation about  th is  cover is that i f  i t  had been 
pos ted after the openi n g  of the Over land via Los Angeles ma i l  rou te in  Septem
ber 1 858,  it would have had sufficien t pos tage to be del ivered in  St .  Lou is ,  s ince 
S t .  Lou i s  was less than 3 ,000 mi les from San Francisco by this  rou te . However, i f  
i t  had  been rou ted by Panama, i t  wou ld  have req uired the 20<t rate. 

This brings to m i nd an  unusual  occurrence in  Apri l 1 855 .  The mai l  bags 
carried by the Paci f ic mai l  s teamer Golden Age, w hich left San Francisco Apri l 
1 6th , con tained le t ters w i th both the old 6¢ rate and the new 1 0¢ rate to the east 
coas t .  How come? One such cover w i th a 6¢ ra te was posted in  Honolu l u  March 
27 ,  1 855 ,  prior to the ra te change,  and was carried by the Lady Jane to San Fran 
cisco, arriving Apri l 1 2 th ,  prior to the mai l  s teamer sai l i ng Apri l  1 6 th ( the 1 5 th 
fel l  on S unday) .  This  cover traveled w i th another pos ted at San Francisco 
bearing a pair  of 3¢ s ta mps and due 4¢ .  

What  unusual rates or due  markings do  you have  on covers in  the  domes tic 
mai l  during this period? 

[March 2,  1 963) 

Garfield-Perry Show of 1 965 

The Postal His tory exhibi tions of Dr. N icholas Johnson and Charles Orgel  
con tained some very i n terest ing i tems .  

Some s tudents have been wondering whether the Chicago Supplementary 
Mai l handstamp was u sed only on mai l  to the East .  The two covers appearing in 
the C leveland exhibi tion bearing this  handstamp went  west :  One to S t .  Peter, 
Minnesota , and the o ther to Cainsv i l le ,  Iowa. 

[May 8,  1 965] 
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See page 11 for the full column in 
which this comment was made. 
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For additional material on patent 
cancels, see pages 257-259. 

Actually, the use of patent cancels 
was far more prevalent in the 1861 
stamp era than prior to that. After the 
Postmaster General's order of July 
23, 1860, the use ofthe duplex device, 
with postmark and killer combined 
so that both could be applied with a 
single stroke was speedily adopted. 

The Norton patent actually covered 
an integral date "dial" so that dates 
could be speedily changed, combined 
with a duplexed scarifying ''patent 
blotter. " 

An experimental trial run was made 
at Troy, N. Y. for three months after 
May 4, 1859, and the cover shown 
was postmarked at this time. A 
somewhat similar marking was used 
later at New York City, but without 
the scarifying feature of the killer. 
The salient characteristic of both 
markings is the "lazy" year date 
which lies on its side. 

The New York duplex postmark 
used in 1860-61, together with an 
Albany ''patent" duplex used only on 
the 1861 stamps. 

See page 257-9 for further data. 
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Patent Cancels 

Patent cancels  \\' ere f irs t  used in 1 860 or 1 86 1  and were discont in ued about  
1 866, wi th the ad\·en t of  gri l led s tamps .  Only  two have been seen on 1 867 gri l l ed 
s tamps and none on the 1 869 i ssues .  

The use of town hands tamps and da tes during t he 1 85 1 -1:17  period was unsat i s
fac tory, ma in ly  because the  s tamps werf' no t  su fficien t ly  defaced to preven t  
clC'aning and reuse. The  Postmaster General of t he l 1 n i ted States issued an order 
on Ju l y  23, 1 860, proh ib i t ing the cance l lat ion of s tamps bY t he da t ing or the 
postmarking device. This  order necess i ta ted the use of t\\'o separa te  and  dis t inc t  
dC'vices , as we l l  as t wo opera t ions ,  in  order to date  the le t ter and cancel the s tamp.  
As a resu l t  many pos tmas ters adopted a k i l ler tha t  would break the fi bers of the 
s tamps.  thereby permi t t i ng th <' ink  t o  permeate the s tamp in  such a manner that  
i t  wou ld  effectua l l y  pn·\·en t clean i ng. By  common usage these cance l lat ions arc 
referred t o  as "pa tent cancel la t ion s " .  

Th<' ear l iest  paten t ,  No .  2!i036, w a s  issued to  Marcus P .  Norton of Troy ,  New 
York , on  August 9, 1 859, w i th la ter improvemrnts .  This  l i ke ly  CO\'ered the  
A lbany ,  Bu ffa lo ,  and Rochester cance l s .  (See Albany example in accompany ing 
i l lu s t ra t i o n ) .  

U u n e  20, 1 964] 

\ 

0 



THE REPLACEMENT OF THE 1857 - 60 STAMPS WITH THE 186l 'S 

Why the 1861  Issue? 

A Postmaster General report of December 1 86 1  answers the above question as 
follows: 

"The con tract having expired on the 1 0th of June, 1 86 1 ,  a new one was entered 
into with the National Bank Note Company, of New York . . .  from which wil l  
resul t  an annual saving of more than thirty percent in cost of the stamps . 

" . . .  to prevent the fraudulent use of the large quantity of s tamps remaining 
unaccounted for in  the hands of postmasters in  the disloyal S tates, i t  was deemed 
advisable to change the design and the color of those manufactured . . .  also to 
modify the s tamp upon the stamped envelopes . . .  It was the design of the depart
ment that the distribution of the new stamps and envelopes should commence 
the first of August.  

"The number of postage stamps of the new s tyle issued up to the 9th of 
November was 77, 1 1 7 ,520 and the number of new stamped envelopes 8,939,650. 
All post offices in  the loyal states, with the exception of certain offices in Ken
tucky and Missouri have been supplied therewith . . .  The old stamps on hand, 
and such as were received by exchange . . .  have been to a great extent counted and 
destroyed, and those at the smaller offices returned to the Department.  . .  
Although the enumeration and destruction of the old stamps and envelopes is 
not yet completed, there is ample evidence that few received in exchange were 
sent from disloyal States . " 

A letter from J .  L. Riddell ,  postmaster at New Orleans during 1 860 and 1 86 1 ,  
to Maj or General B .  F .  Butler, who reoccupied New Orleans,  May 1 ,  1 862, tells 
what happened to the old s tamps at New Orleans:  

"I  found myself in charge of the office when the Confederates took possession 
June l ,  1 86 1  . . .  I have never formal ly  resigned the U . S .  Appointment. I have sen t 
my last  account to the Postoffice a t  Washington on the 27 th of August, 1 86 1 : If I 
remember right, the Department gave me credit for a satisfactory settlement, I 
have paid drafts for the Department in final l iquidation as late as the middle of 
August, amounting to near $ 1 50,000 after seizure of the mint on January, 1 86 1 .  

" I  have kept so far i n  safety, some twelve or fourteen thousand dol lars worth of 
U . S .  s tamps and stamped envelopes . . .  as they are all of the old and, as I under
s tand, repudiated pattern and therefore, useless . . . or perhaps you may think 
preferable to have them enumerated and destroyed by a commission of your own 
appointing. " 

S ince the advertisements for proposals on this new issue of s tamps were first 
printed in the New York Daily Tribune on March 30, 1 86 1 , the preparation of 
essays, their appraisal and approval by the Department, followed by die and 
plate preparation and printing had to be done in j us t  four months to meet the 
August l st target date. Actually the first deliveries were only fifteen days later. 

[November 1 7, 1 962] 

Multiple Issues on Cover 

Agai n  at the end of the 1 857  I ssue in 1 86 1 , we have a demonet ized issue .  The 
demands for numbers of stamps had increased tremendously s ince the las t  
s imi lar  s i tua t ion in  J u ly 1 85 1 .  The requ irement that  a l l  domest ic  mai l  be 

prepaid by s tamps after Jan uary 1 856 was a big factor and the increase in  
popu la t ion another .  

Less t ime was a l lowed to pr in t  the stamps before the exchange was  a t tempted. 
The time of demonetizat ion ex tended over several months w i th  each pos t  office 
giving a not ice for a five-day exchange period prior to demonet izat ion .  

During the  notice period, the 1 857  and 1 86 1  Issues cou ld  bo th be u sed lega l l y ;  
u ses thereafter wou ld be  i l lega l .  New York Ci ty  prov ides the  l arges t  number of  
covers of th i s  nature because the not ice period occurred severa l t imes bu t the post 
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This quotation from Ridde/l's letter is 
greatly abridged, but is quoted at 
somewhat greater length on page 
231. Also see the note on that page. 

Actually, the Post Office Department's 
instructions state the exchange period 
was to be "six days from the date of 
the notice. " 
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The Chicago "Old Stamps Not Recog
nized" marking used on a co ver 
mailed June 13, 1862 or later. Since 
the 1857 stamp was no longer valid, 
it wasn't canceled and a backstamp 
"Held For Postage" (see below) was 
applied, plus a file number, "373" 
under which the letter was held for 
postage. Either the addressee was 
notified to send such, or postage was 
supplied in response to a local notice, 
as the letter was remailed with a 3¢ 
1861 stamp using a Chicago Supple
mentary Mail postmark on June 22nd, 
following. 

On back flap 

It is now believed that Baltimore, Md 
received the first 1861 stamps, since 
a 1¢ loose stamp, with a year dated 
postmark of Aug. 17. 1861 and a 3¢ 
1861 stamp on a cover dated the 
same day are known (see "Chronicle " 
No. 82, May 1974). 

Mr. Baker's Boston date may refer 
to the announcement on the stamped 
envelopes, and the Louisville post 
office announced a three day rather 
than a six day exchange period on 
August 22, 1861. 

POSTAL HISTORY; 1860 - 1861 

off ice d i d  not declare the  use of t he 1 85 7  s tamps i l lega l u n t i l  some t ime in 1 862 .  
Many col l ec tors should  have an example  of th is  type of  cover i n  the i r  co l l ec t ions .  

S i nce demonet i za t ion was not  a factor in  1 869 or 1 870,  covers show i n g  uses  of  

bo t h  i s sues should  be  found more eas i l y .  What  has been your experience? 

Uanuary 23, 1 965] 
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Legal Use of Two Issues on Cover in 1 86 1  

After August 1 7 , 1 86 1 ,  and  con t inuing for a number o f  months ,  occasions arose 
where stamps of the old 1 857  i ssue and the new 1 86 1  i ssue cou ld  appear used 
together l egal ly  on the same cover.  

The official procedure of exchange in any city s tarted with the receipt of the 
new s tamps and envelopes a t  the post office. The next s tep was a newspaper 
advertisement announcing that stamps of the old issue would be exchanged for 
the new i ssue for the next six days ,  after which the old issue would no longer be 
recognized at this post office. Once a letter was accepted with old s tamps by a 
post office in  the federal system i t  was accepted in all  other post offices even 
though the old s tamps were not accepted on mail originating at the office of 
receipt. 

From this i t  fol lows that there are at  least  two types of covers found with both 
issues used legally.  First, uses from the period when the old 1 857 s tamps were 
being exchanged for new 1 86 1  s tamps and, second, w hen letters, posted prior to 
the il legal date, were forwarded from a ci ty where only new s tamps were avai l
able or where only they were legal . 

Three denominations of Government s tamped envelopes were also included 
in the demonetization, namely:  the 3¢ ,  6¢ and 1 0¢.  These included all envelopes 
of these denominations whether the firs t issue or the later s tar die. The 1 ¢  s tar die 
envelope was not demonetized, having not been issued in quanti ty to southern 
post offices . A use of the l ¢ star die envelope with an 1 86 1  s tamp does not fal l  
under the classification of the subject of this paragraph. 

According to my records, Boston became the first post office to recognize only 
the new s tamps on August 2 1 st ,  1 86 1 ,  closely followed by Baltimore, August 
22nd, Louisville, August  24th and Philadelphia, Detroi t and Cleveland on 
August 26th. 

In cities when the Government s tamped envelopes were not received at the 
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same t ime as the new s tamps, s tamped envelopes and s tamps were demonetized 
on different dates .  St. Loui s  is an example; the envelopes w ere not recognized 
after August 2 1 s t whi le  the s tamps were not recognized a fter Augus t  28th, a week 
la ter. 

Whil e  the exchange of old for new issues occurred ear l ies t  in the l arges t c i ties 
east of the Mi ss i ss ippi , the dates set  for the country pos t offices served from the 
larger post offices were cons iderably l a ter . For example, the date set for the 
coun try pos t  offices out from both Ba l t imore and Detroi t  was September 1 7 th .  
From this  i t  would  seem that  m any examples of the old and new stamps used 
together should  be found from smal l pos t  offices . However t hose covers I have 
seen are a l l  from large post offices, N ew York, S t .  Louis  and San Francisco. 

Do you have a cover bearing both issues in your col l ection? 

[March 1 6, 1 963] 

U.S.  Mail  & P.O. Assistant, August 1 86 1  

The fol lowing i s  from the Un ited States Mail  & Post 0 ff ice A ss istant of 
August ,  1 86 1 ,  t i t l ed "Important Ins tructions" . 

" Introduction of new s ty les o f  governmen t envelopes and pos tage stamps, has 
rendered new instructions to postmasters necessary, respecting the d isposi tion of 
such of the old i ssues as remain on hand. 

"These ins tructions required, that  as soon as a supply of  the new s tamps or 
envelopes are received by a postmaster, he  i s  to give i mmediate notice through 
the newspapers and otherwise ,  that he i s  prepared to exchange them for an equi 
valent amount of  the o l d  issue, during a period of  six days from the date of  the 
notice, and that after the expirat ion of the s ix  days ,  the o ld  s tamps and envelopes 
w i l l  not be received in paymen t  of  postage on le t ters sent from his  office. 

"When there is reason to believe that quanti t ies of  the s tamps or envelopes so 
offered for exchange, have been sen t  from any of the dis loyal States, they are not to 
be received w i thout due i nvestiga tion . The Circular referred to, which i s  from 
the finance office of the Department ,  further instructs postmasters as fol lows :  

" Immediately after the expirat ion of the above period of  s ix  days ,  you w i l l  
return to t h e  Third Assistant Postmaster General a l l  s tamped envelopes of the 
old style in  your possession , including such as you may obtain by exchange, 
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Legal use of both the 1857 and 1861 
issues on the same cover. Mailed 
from Emmitsburgh, Md. on Aug. 1 7, 
1861 with a 3¢ 1857 stamp, this cover 
was addressed to Philadelphia. The 
addressee had left for Harrisburgh, 
and someone at Philadelphia applied 
a 3¢ 1861 stamp and forwarded the 
letter on to Harrisburg, remailing it 
on August 19. This was the first day 
the 1861 stamps were advertised for 
exchange at Philadelphia. 
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But a Post Office Department notice, 
dated September, 1861, indicated 
this feature of demonetization had 
been abandoned as unworkable. 

This column quotes from the "U S. 
Mail & Post Office Assistant" for 
August and September, 1861. 

POSTAL HISTOR Y; 1860 - 1861 

placing them i n  a secure package which must be carefully registered in the 
manner prescribed by Chapter (39)  of the Regulations of this  Department .  

"Be careful also to  write legibly the  name of your office, as wel l  as  that of your 
County and S tate. 

"A strict compl iance wi th foregoing ins tructions i s  absolutely necessary, that 
you may not fai l  to obtain credit  for the amount  of envelopes returned. 

"Instead of sending the old envelopes to the Department ,  you can , if con
ven ient, exchange them for new ones at  some city post office, where large 
supplies are to be found. 

"It  being impossible to supply al l offices wi th the new envelopes at once, you 
wi l l  del iver letters received from Kentucky, M issouri ,  I l l inois ,  Indiana, Ohio, 
Maryland, and Pennsylvania,  under cover of the old i ssue, until September 1 0; 
those from other loyal states east of the Rocky Mountains ,  unti l  the first of 
October; and from the Territories of New Mexico, U tah, and Washington , unti l  
the first of November 1 86 1 . "  

"The ins tructions to the larger class of post offices vary somewhat .  They are 
directed to exchange new for old stamps and the envelopes, on application from 
the smal ler offices. They wi l l  also retain  all the old sty Jes in their possess ion, 
until a Special Agent cal ls  to count and des troy them, and furn ishes a certi ficate 
of the quanti ty so disposed of. " 

[March 5, 1 966) 

More About Demonetization of 1 857 Issue 

Wm. B. Taylor, then Postmas ter of New York, N . Y . ,  publ i shed notice in the 
newspapers giving final dates of use of the old s tamps as September 1 5 th then 
again on September 23rd, and finally on October 2nd. However, S tanley 
Ashbrook once remarked that he had never seen a cover noted i l legal s tamp from 
New York during 1 86 1 .  Have you ever seen such a cover? 

The extension of dates was the resu l t  of pressure exerted by the New York 
newspapers through edi torials  clai ming that insufficient suppl ies of the s tamps 
had reached New York to make possib le  the exchange of old stamps by a l l  who 
wanted to make the exchange. 

The following is  a portion of an official Post Office Department notice issued 
to Postmas ters during August ,  1 86 1 : 

" I t  being impossible to supply all offices w i th new stamps at once, you wi l l  
deliver let ters received from Kentucky, M issouri , I l l inois ,  Indiana, Ohio, 
Maryland and Pennsylvania ,  prepaid by s tamps of the old issue until September 
I 0th; those from the loyal s tates eas t of the Rocky Mountains unt i l  October ! s t 
and those from the S tates of Cali fornia and Oregon and from the terri tori es of 
New Mexico, U tah and Washington unti l  November ! s t ,  1 86 1 . "  

The following comments appeared i n  September 1 86 1  i n  a post periodical :  
' 'There i s  . . .  confusion i n  many post  offices, growing out of the recent change . 

. .  of postage stamps . The i ns tructions requi re that on the receipt .  . .  of the new 
stamps, they are to be exchanged for the old ones, for one week, after which the 
old ones are not to be recogn ized . . .  at that office. In some cases,  the supply of new 
stamps are very soon exhausted, owing to the exchanges wi th neighboring pos t
masters as well as individuals .  In such cases the ques t ion arises, can letters be 
prepaid in money, or shall the postmaster return to the sale of old s tamps. 

" . . .  we will venture to advise that as a temporary necess i ty ,  the old ones be 
used, as the prepayment in money is an absolute violation of the law, whi le  the 
requirement to cease the employment of the former issue of stamps . . .  is a regula
tion of the Department .  

"As the stamp contractors are fi l l ing the orders at as rapid a rate as possible . . .  
a l l  these di fficu lties wi l l  soon be remedied. Pos t offices of the smal ler class 
should not exchange the new issues for the old, w i th other offices, but with 
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individuals only . "  
The previous comments explain why the Department changed the dates set 

out in the original August notice from September 1 0th to November ! s t ;  from 
October ! s t to Decem ber ! s t ;  from November 1 s t to J anuary I ,  1 862. 

What covers do you have showing early dates of use of the 1 86 1  i ssue from the 
areas mentioned in the post office notice? 

[March 23, 1963] 
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Demonetiza tion Dates a l a  Vermont 

by George C. Slawson, Guest Edi tor 

It i s  well known that the 1 847 issue of s tamps was demonetized July  I ,  1 85 1 ,  
and that the 1 85 1  and 1 857  i ssues ( imperforate and perforate) were demonetized 
at varying dates i n  the latter part of 1 86 1 , usually five days after each office had 
received a supply of the 1 86 1  i ssue stamps. By late 1 86 1  these issues were de
monetized everywhere, except New York City ,  and numerous covers are recorded 
bearing various notations about old s tamps being no longer val id  for postage. 
And al though Vermont post offices were sel l ing the new 1 86 1  i ssue of s tamps, 
sundry individuals s t i l l  had old issues on hand, which they continued to use as 
long as their suppl ies las ted, wi thout the s l igh test regard for demonetization 
orders . 

Vermont,  an independent coun try during the Revolutionary War, ignored al l  
c laims by New York ,  New Hampshire, King, or Congress. Ins tead, i t  walked a 
poli tical tightrope, attempting to convince both s ides i t  was pro this -or- that, 
depending on which side the discussions were wi th at  the moment,  while in 
rea l i ty what they wanted was i ndependence from a l l .  Even after becoming the 
fourteenth state, Vermont retained i ts independent  thinking for many years and 
thi s  carried over to demonetization orders. Few Vermont post offices s tocked the 
1 847  i ssue s tamps, so few were available after demonetization . Even fewer were 
the dated i tems. The la test provable cancel encountered is on an in ter-Vermont 
cover dated July 1 8, 1 85 1 .  However, the latest cancel on an 1 857  i ssue stamp that 
has come to the attention of the author i s  dated in  September 1 862, nearly  a year 
after demonetization ,  also on an i nter-Vermont cover . Thi s  atti tude of " i f  a 
cus tomer has paid out  money for a stamp he i s  enti tled to postal service" regard
less of demonetization dates, is somewhat i ncomprehensible to a non-Vermon-
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A strip of three 1861 1¢  stamps affixed 
o ver a strip of three 1857 type II 
stamps, used on a patriotic co ver 
from South Manchester, Connecticut 
on Oct. 14. year not kno wn. 

Presumably, this cover was taken 
to the post office to mail after the 
exchange period was ended. The 
sender, learning this, bought and 
affixed the 1861 stamps over those of 
1857 before mailing the letter. 

Use of a 3¢ 1857 stamp from West 
Charleston, Vermont, September 5, 
1862. 

Mr. Sla wson presumably refers here 
to 1847 co vers which can be year
dated. 
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ter. For a long time the wri ter did not believe this attitude real ly existed. 
However, in conversation with the late Sprague Drenan, I found he did not 

hesi tate to advance the theory that Vermonters were inclined to waive regula
tions on demonetization when applicable to inter-Vermont mai l .  He had never 
seen an exception and believed they were non-extant .  He s tated, "If  you can ever 
find any evidence any Vermont postmaster turned down a Vermont mai led cover 
for using old s tamps, I wi l l  change my mind-but not unti l  then . "  This was six 
or seven years ago, bu t the wri ter has never been able to disprove this theory,  
which i s  therefore, reluctantly accepted until  disproved. 

[August 28, 1 965] 

From the United States Mail and Post Office Assistant, 
September 1 861 ,  Distribution of the Stamps 

"The work of furnishing new s tamps and envelopes is  being pushed by the 
Post Office Department as rapidly as circumstances wil l  permit .  Many post
masters having seen notices with reference to an exchange during six days in 
certain offices, jump at the conclusion that at the expiration of that time the old 
s tamps wil l  be valueless. It  should be born in mind that such instructions govern 
those offices only which may receive them, and at a l l  others the old style remains 
in use, as heretofore, unti l  they receive supplies of the new . We apprehend the 
Department would be saved much trouble, and postmasters much anxiety, if this 
fact was generally known.  For this reason, we mention the fact ,  and request our 
contemporaries to copy the substance of this paragraph . 

"We learn from the Department that the 3¢ stamp i s  not quite satisfactory, or 
what was required of the Contractors . It is unders tood that they wil l  experiment 
until they get a good, decided carmine, or dark pink - similar to the color of the 
s tamp on the new white envelopes .  On the buff envelopes , the color shows im
perfectly. " 

[Apri l 23, 1966] 

U.S. M .  & P.O.A; - Sept. ,  1 86 1 :  Legal Penalties - Private Expresses 

"For establishing a private express for conveying letters ou t of the mai l ,  a fine 
of $ 1 50 .00 i s  imposed. Fifty dol lars fine against owners of  stagecoches, rai l roads, 
s team boats etc. , that knowingly permi t  persons to carry letters i l l egal ly  over 
their routes by their conveyances . 

"Letters contained in 'Government Envelopes' wi th the stamp printed 
thereon, can go in or out of the mail  by any person or conveyance. But  the same 
must be clearly addressed in ink, and the date of sending written or printed 
thereon. 

[April 23, 1 966] 

From the United States Mail and Post Office Assistant, 
September 1 861 ;  Prepayment of Letters by Money 

There is a growing neglect of the requirements of Chapter IX, Section 90 of the 
Regulations, in reference to the forwarding of let ters prepaid by money . For the 
benefi t of our readers a copy of this section is quoted here in its entirety . 

"The law requires postage on all letters, except those to foreign countries and 
to officers of the Govern men t having the franking priv i l ege and on official  busi
ness ,  to be prepaid by s tamps or stamped envelopes , prepayment in money being 
prohib ited. " 

As giving a construction to the latter clause ,  we add the material part of a letter 
written by the Department in answer to inquiries of a postmaster : 

"All letters received at your office marked Paid, but having no postage stamp 
fixed, are to be treated as unpaid, and the postage due thereon is to be col lected of 
the party to whom the letter i s  addressed. " 
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" I t  i s  apparen t  that this  construction is the only  one which w i l l  effect ively 
carry out  the obj ect of the law,  which i s  to secure prepayment  by stamps alone. 
Postmasters owe i t, therefore, to their communi t ies to keep a supply of pos tage 
s tamps constant ly  on hand. 

" There doubtless are cases where an individual finds i t  i m poss ib le  to procu re 
a s tamp in season ,  the pos t office supply hav ing been exhausted, it wou ld seem 
to be a hard case to refuse to receive a le t ter under such circums tances . The law 
says ,  a l l  domest ic  le t ters mus t  be prepa id  by s tamps ,  and yet  i t  would  seem that  
the Department ,  i n  the above ins tructions,  ant ic ipa tes i t  w i l l  now and then be 
v io la ted. There i s  seldom a good excuse for a pos tmas ter being  en tirely ou t of  
postage s tamps .  I f  he fai l s  to receive a supply from the Department as  promptly 
as he  expects, he cou ld  easi l y  borrow of a neighboring office for a s hort t ime,  or  
an individual  hav ing a surplus  on hand. " 

[April 9, 1966] 

"North-South Mail Ends" 

We hope all our readers read this article by Richard Graham in  the November, 
1 963 , S.P.A . journal .  In the article i s  a Montgomery B la i r  d irective of May 27 ,  
1 862 w h ich rt'ads "Al l  Posta l Serv ice i n  t h e  S t a te of- - - -Sou t h  Caro l i na w i l l  be  
suspended from and after the  3 1 s t in s tan t .  Letters for offices temporar i ly  closed 
by the order w i l l  be sent to the Dead Letter O ff ice . " 

For some years brother H ugh has had a " Dead Letter Office" cover i n  h i s  col 
lection which h e  never closely exam ined. I t  i s  postmarked N e w  York May 29, 
1 86 1  and addressed to Bethuel Phelps Holk ins ,  Spartan berg Court House, South 
Carol ina .  The le tter was never forwarded but i ns tead was sent to the Dead Letter 
O ffice on June 23rd, and la ter upon payment of  "Due 3 cts " was returned to 
Emma Lee Holk ins .  Why wasn ' t  the le t ter forwarded? 

The rou te to South Carol ina  by sea was closed by the a ttack on Fort Sumter. I n  
May 1 86 1  the Confederate Congress voted t o  m ove t o  R ichmond, V i rginia .  
Several days la ter, on May 23rd ,  Virginia  voted to j oin the Confederacy . 

This  let ter would have probably travel l ed to Washington on i ts way sou th and 
woul d  not have passed through prior to May 3 1 s t ,  hence i t  was not sent  forward. 
Who can report o ther covers not  forwarded prior to June 1 ,  1 86 1 ?  

[December 2 1 ,  1963] 
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Sent from New York on May 29. 1861 
and addressed to Spartanburg. S. C . .  
this co ver could not be transmitted 
south because of the suspension of 
the Federal postal system in the South 
by Postmaster General Montgomery 
Blair's order of May 27. 1861.  

The co ver was sent to the Dead 
Letter Office, opened there and the 
sender's name and location deter
mined and endorsed on the cover. It 
was then returned to the sender 's 
post office who were asked to return 
it to the sender on June 23. 1861 .  with 
3it postage due. 

The original order enumerated the 
states that  had seceded, excepting 
Western Virginia. 

Another co ver with the same use but 
a different DL 0. postmark is shown 
on page 76. 
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A t  right: A 1q; circular rate cover. 
prepaid by a 1q; 1857 stamp, carried 
this "Mercury Prices Current"  to 
Providence. R. /. from Charleston. S. C. 
in January. 1861 An Independent 
State usage 

(Reduced) 

At right. This cover to France, prepaid 
double rate by a 30q; US stamp of 
1860. was mailed at New Orleans 
(possibly on Jan. 26, the day Louisi
ana seceded) and went by US.
French mails via New York prepaid 
to Bordeaux. 

. , / ,,  ' 

t I 
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At left: A pair and single of the 5q; 
type II deep orange brown stamp of 
1861, prepaying the single rate to 
France via New York from New Or
leans on Jan. 28. 1861. 

This was during the period when 
Louisiana was an Independent State. 
Jan. 26 through Feb. 3. 1861. 

---- --··-----·------r-·----

Use of United States Stamps By Independent States 

An in teres t ing collection can be made of covers used from ten of eleven Con
federate s ta tes after they had seceded from the U n ion and before they jo ined the 
Confederacy. The eleven th s tate ,  Tennessee ,  seceded from the U nion after J une 
I ,  1 86 1 ,  the date when t h e  Con federate pos ta l  sys tem s tarted . Beginn ing J une 
I ,  1 86 1 , no U. S. pos tage stamps used on Southern mail were accepted in 
paymen t  of the postage . 

S ince the relat ive scarci ty of covers of independent  s ta tes would depend upon 
the number of days the state remained i ndependent ,  how long were these ten 
s tates i ndependen t? N orth Carol ina seceded May 21 and jo ined the Confederacy 
on the same day, an independen t state less than one day, Louisiana seceded Jan. 
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26, and joined the Confederacy nine days later, on February 4 .  Arkansas seceded 
May 6, and joined the Confederacy twelve days later, on May 1 8 . 

Georgia seceded January 1 9. I t  remained an independent s tate seven teen days, 
from January 19 to February 4 ,  whi le Virginia remained i ndependen t twenty 
days,  from Apri l 1 7  to May 7. Alabama was independent twenty-four days, from 
January 1 1  to February 4 .  

Florida seceded January 1 0, and twenty- five days la ter j oined the Confederacy, 
on February 4 .  Mississippi seceded January 9 and joined the Confederacy 
twenty-six days later on February 4. Texas seceded February l ,  but was unable to 
reach the convention in time to be admi tted February 4 and was f inal ly admit ted 
on March 6, thirty - four days after secession. 

South Carolina was the first state to secede and the only state to secede in  the 
year 1 860. South Carolina was an i ndependen t state forty -six days, from 
December 20, 1 860 to February 4, 1 86 1 . 

Six s tates, as you can see from the foregoing: A labama, Florida, Georgia, 
Louisiana, Mississippi and South Carol ina were charter members of the Con
federacy when i t  was organized on February 4. Jefferson Davis was elected 
president of the Confederacy on February 9, and was inaugurated on February 
1 8th.  Texas joined March 6, fol lowed by V irginia on May 7, Arkansas on May 1 8, 
North Carolina on May 2 1 st, and Tennessee on June 8, 1 86 1 . 

[December 28, 1963] 

A Correction 

Thanks to Earl Antrim, we want to correct statements in two of our columns.  
In  the second paragraph of the column of December 28, 1 964, enti tled " U se of 
Uni ted S tates S tamps By Independent S tates" our comment regarding the state 
of North Carolina was in error. 

Earl Antrim says "North Carol ina seceded May 2 1 s t but did not join the Con
federacy until May 27 . . .  1 959 Dietz Confederate S ta tes Cata logue and Hand
Book, page 46. This date was taken from a news i tem published in North 
Carol ina on May 28, 1 86 1 ,  stating that North Carol ina had been admit ted to the 
Confederacy the day before . . .  ( May 27, 1 86 1  ) . Van Dyk Mac Bride, Co-Chairman 
of the Editorial Board, made the change wi th the knowledge of ( Laurence) 
Shenfield, (Earl ) Weatherly and myself. " 

This information necess i tates a correction i n  the next to the last  paragraph in  
the column of  January 1 1 th ,  1 964: " Use of U .S .  S tamps by  Confederate S tates . " I t  
should read "The shortest use was five days by North Carol ina from May 27 to 
May 3 1 . "  

[March 7, 1964] 

A Correction of a Correction 

My chemistry professor in college said, "Chem is try, try , try . " Apparently ,  
trying to report the correct facts about the date of N orth Carolina and the Con
federacy is the same, as the fol lowing letter from A .  Earl Weatherly of Greens
boro, North Carol ina reveals .  

" I  have read with interest the i tem i n  your column in  Stamps, issue of March 7 ,  
captioned "A Correction . "  I t  related to the secession and admission dates of  
North Carolina pertaining to the Southern Confederacy. I regret to  advise that 
an error st i l l  exis ts .  

" I f  you will turn t o  page 25 1 in the 1 959 Dietz H andbook,  you wil l  find a table 
that shows that North Carol ina seceded on May 20, 1 86 1 , and jo ined the Con
federacy May 27,  1 86 1 .  These dates are correct and are confirmed by original 
newspapers stil l  on file in  North Carolina and by original documents and broad
sides and in histories written by qualified h i s torians .  

"Now turn to page 46 and observe that dates given are: Secession, May 2 1 ,  

Most authorities consider Georgia as 
ha ving seceded on January 18. 1861. 
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A U S  31t 1857 stamp on a "Palmetto 
Flag"  South Carolina patriotic design, 
used from Charleston March 17, 1861, 
after South Carolina joined the Con
federacy. The flag is printed in blue 
on a white envelope. and a note on 
the flap gives Sullivan 's Island as the 
origin. 

POSTAL HISTOR Y; 1860 · 1861 

1 86 1 ,  and admission , May 27 ,  1 86 1 . So there was an oversight in not changing 
the date of Secession to May 20, 1 86 1  (on page 46) thus causing the trouble in this 
instance. 

" May 21 covers are rea l l y  last day covers, and have been since the Convention 
held in Raleigh, North Carolina,  on M ay 20, 1 86 1 ,  a t  which time the Ordinance 
of Secession was passed and the State seceded immedia tely thereafter on the same 
day. 

"Why would i t  not be a good idea for each possessor of  the 1 959 (Dietz )  Hand
book to turn to page 46 and change the Secession date from May 2 1  to May 20, 
1 86 1 ? " 

I did, why don ' t  you? Our thanks to Earl Weatherly for his  comments and 
in teres t in keeping the records straight .  

[May 16 ,  1 964] 

Use of U.  S. Stamps by Confederate States 

Mail  communication between the North and the South continued after the 
formation of the Confederacy, February 4, 1 86 1 .  The Louisvi l le Daily journal of 
May 25th commented: 

"Postmaster General B lair receives a huge number of protes ts from the Free 
S tates against  his  course in continuing to carry the mails  in the Seceded States ,  
but  for many excel lent reasons,  he does not suspend them, except in case of 
in terference by the Rebels .  

"One important  reason i s  the Government makes good use of the Southern 
mails to gain information it needs . 

"Few people know, or ever will  know, how much valuable information came 
from the rebel l ious states through the mai l s  to the War Department.  In  many 
cases, such let ters have been opened, but then they were wri t ten with such an ex
pectation,  and their language such as to insure their transmission. Yet the facts 
embodied in the letters were understood here and raked out from beneath the 
load of violen t secession language. The language was a mere cover to certain 
facts .  

"Another reason why the mails have not been discontinued is  the disl ike of the 
government to embarrass the real ly  loyal  man in the s lave s ta tes, for there are 

., , . 
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many such at  this day in a l l  the Seceded States unless we except Sou th Carolina . ' '  
However, o n  June I the Journal reported: " B y  order o f  the Postmaster 

General ,  a l l  letters in tended for Seceding S tates (except Tennessee and West 
Virginia)  wi l l  hereafter be sent to the Dead Letter Office. Letters for Post Offices 
in West Virginia wi l l  be forwarded for dis tribution. " Thi s  resul ted from an order 
issued May 3 1 ,  1 86 1 ,  that a l l  mail  communication wi th the Confederacy be 
s topped. At this time a l l  the post offices in the South were notified to return their  
stamps, stamped envelopes , and money for stamps to the Post Office 
Department in Washington. A few postmasters complied. After the conclusion 
of the war, the government attempted to find those postmasters who s t i l l  had 
open accounts and col lect them. 

The period of time which the various Confederate states used U . S .  postage 
stamps official ly varied with the time they joined the Confederacy. 

The shortest use was ten days by North Carol ina, from May 21 to May 3 1 ;  
twen ty- three days from Arkansas, from May 9 to May 3 1 ;  and twen ty-five days 
for Virginia,  from May 7 to May 3 1 .  Texas used these s tamps legal ly  eighty-six 
days ,  from March 6 to May 3 1 .  

South Carolina, Mississ ippi ,  Florida, A labama, Georgia, and Lou isiana a l l  
used the stamps legal ly for 1 1 6 days,  from February 4, the  date of the formation of  
the Confederacy, to May 3 1 ,  1 86 1 . 

Uanuary 1 1 , 1 964) 

Dr. John Riddell And The New Orleans Post Office 

Some of the postmasters who were appointed prior to the war continued in 
their posts in the Southern s tates after the formation of the Confederacy. Dr .  
John R idde l l ,  the postmaster at N ew Orleans, was appointed in August 1 860, 
and continued under the Confederacy until  1 862, when the Union forces again 
occupied New Orleans and the post office came under federal government con
trol . 

Dr .  R idde l l  i s  one of the few Southern pos tmas ters who settled h i s  accounts 
wi th Washington . He explained his  action in  a letter to Major General B. F. 
Butler, who occupied New Orleans on May 1 ,  1 862, attempting to continue his  
service as postmaster. The letter wri tten May 3rd explains:  

" I  was appointed postmaster of New Orleans in August 1 860 by President 
Buchanan . I found mysel f in charge of the office when the Confederates took 
possession June I ,  1 86 1 .  They shortly afterwards appoin ted J. M. Reed, post
master, who was not confirmed. After six weeks, they appointed and confirmed 
Lionel Berthe as New Orleans Postmaster, but he fai led to take possess ion of the 
office .  I have never formally resigned the U . S .  appointment.  I have sent  my last 
account to the Post Office at Washington on the 27 th day of August 1 86 1 .  I f  I 
remember right, the Department gave me great credi t  for a satisfactory settle
ment, I having paid drafts for the Department in final l iquidation as late as the 
middle of August, amounting to near $ 1 50 ,000 after the seizure of the mint on 
January, 1 86 1 .  . .  

" I  have kept so far in safety some twelve or four teen thousand dol lars worth of 
U . S .  postage stamps and s tamped envelopes, and I would ask you if practicable 
to point out some opportunity for their return to the Post O ffice Department, 
Washington Ci ty ,  as they are all of the old and, as I unders tand, repudiated 
pattern and therefore useless, except as vouchers or perhaps you may think i t  
preferable to have them enumerated and destroyed by commission of your own 
appointing. " 

Dr. Riddel l ' s  letter was too late. Actual ly ,  John M. Parker, who had served as 
postmaster to the expedi tion at Ship Island, had already been appointed on May 
2nd to serve as acting postmaster at New Orleans. He received the permanent 
Federal appointment February 1 0, 1 863 . 

Uanuary 18. 1964] 
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Actually. the order was issued May 
27. 1861. to become effective May 
31st. However, most of the larger 
offices evidently started holding up 
northern mails directed to the seceded 
states as early as May 28, 1861. 

Although this quotes the same letter 
of former New Orleans Postmaster 
Riddell as the part given on page 221, 
it was apparently taken from a dif
ferent source. This still does not quote 
the letter in full as given in Huber and 
Wagner's "The Great Mail, " pages 
151-3 (American Philatelic Society, 
State College. Pa. ,  1949). 
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Louisiana seceded on Jan. 26. 1861 
and was admitted to the Confederacy 
on February 4th 

From Charleston. S C  by Prussian 
Closed Mail to Switzerland, Feb. 25, 
1861, after South Carolina joined the 
Confederacy. 

The 30W. S. stamp of 1860prepaid 
the postage only to Prussia. this being 
optional, and the postage from there 
to Switzerland was collect. The fully 
prepaid rate by P. C. M. at that time 
was 35tt. 

CIVIL WAR POSTAL HISTOR Y 

U . S. Stamps Used by Independent States in the 
Confederacy Prior to May 3 1 ,  1 86 1  

Zaven M .  Seron , M . D. of San ta Paula ,  Cal i fornia,  wr i tes that he found a 24¢ 
1 857 off cover cancel led wi th a Mobi le, Alabama, February 1 9, 1 86 1 .  He wri tes 
"Alabama seceded January 1 1 ,  1 86 1  and was admi t ted to the Confederacy 
February 4, 1 86 1 ,  which places this  copy in a category of the U . S .  s tamp used in  
seceded sta tes ,  in th i s  case, Alabama. 

"The use of  a 24¢ 1 857  from a Confederate s tate must be unusual .  It probably 
franked a p iece of foreign mail  ( true, a letter to England ) .  I wonder i f  any of your 
readers can furnish further information on th i s  i tem, or is i t  un ique?" 

Perhaps some of the readers of this  column know of tabulations of the use of 
the 24¢ or 30¢ on independent state covers , or covers used from the Confederacy 
prior to May 3 1 ,  1 86 1 . Certa inly ,  covers bearing 1 0¢ ,  1 2¢ ,  24¢, or 30¢ stamps of 
this nature must be rather l imi ted in number and it would be interest ing to ei ther 
discover a l i s ting already in  exi s tence or create a l i s t ing wi th the help of our 
readers . 

Your edi tors wi l l  s tart the l i s t  off wi th the use of a 30¢ 1 857  on a New Orleans 
cover dated March 8th ,  1 86 1  addressed to Bordeaux, France. 

[July l, 1 967) 

Independent State or Confederate Usage 

Our column of I ,  J u ly 1 967 s ta ted that we were starting a l i s t ing of Indepen
dent State or Confederate usages of 1 857  s tamps other than the common 3¢ 
1 857.  

Some of  our readers were moved to wri te,  severa l being qu i te active in the 
Confederate S tamp Al l iance.  One member invi ted us  to join not knowing we 
had previously taken all the solemn oaths and paid our dues. 

M. C l in ton McGee of University,  Alabama, te l l s  of  a letter in his col lection 
which originated in New York City but was carried outs ide the mai l  and posted 
3 1 ,  March 1 86 1  at New Orleans .  It bore a 1 0¢ 1 857 Type III s tamp and the in
structions "Per Ten nessee via N. Orleans & Vera Cruz . "  

Earl Antrim o f  Nampa ,  Idaho wri tes that i n  his  l ibrary, which was purchased 
by the New England S tamp Company,  were records of uses both before and after 
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4, February 1 86 1  ( the birth date of the Confederacy ) of a l l  denominations of the 
1 857 issue except the 90¢ .  

I f  the fine people at  the New England Stamp Company would care to  share 
th i s  record wi th us,  we wi l l  be glad to report i ts contents and add to our l i s t s .  

] .  V .  N ielsen, Jr . , of Charleston , S .  C.  reports an off-cover copy of the 1 21/: 1 857 
postmarked 2 ,  Apri l  1 86 1 ,  Mobile, Alabama; a lso ,  a 301/: cover postmarked 1 st 
January 1 86 1 , Charleston ,  S .  C. addressed to Charles A .  Pringle, Ber l in ,  Prussia .  

I f  you have procrast inated and put th i s  aside for fu ture research, let 's  get at  i t .  
We wil l  continue to report. Thanks to those who have reported . 

[September 2, 1 967) 

A t  right: The last  day of operation of 
the U. S. postal service in the Con
federacy, May 31. 1861'A U. S. 3� star 
die envelope sent from Keswick Depot. 
Va. to New Hope, Va. on tha t  date. 
The Confederacy took over the mail 
system the next day. 

,/ 
/ ,  
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At left. The first day of Confederate 
Postal service. "Paid 5" at Charleston. 
S C  . .  June 1. 1861. on a letter to 
Darlington CH . S C. 

Directed to Breslau, Prussia by Prus
sian Closed Mail, from Dona/ds ville. 
La. on June 6, 1861, after the Con
federacy had taken over their mail 
system, these three 10� 1857 stamps 
were intended to pay the postage to 
Prussia. However, the cover was sent 
to L ouis ville, where the stamps were 
marked "SOUTHERN LETTER/UN
PAID, " the Confederate "10" was ob/i
terated, and the co ver sent on as 
unpaid via New York and Prussian 
Closed Mails to destination with 30� 
due. The large "6" in green, and the 
other manuscript markings are due 
markings of the Prussian post office. 

The marking is traced. belo w 
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Independent S tate or Confederate Usage III 

Our column of 2nd September 1 967 asked for reports of more uses . In the 
interim one of your editors visited Bill Bogg at the New England Stamp Company in 
Boston and reviewed Earl Antrim's records. Earl Kaplan, H.P. McNeal, David Kohn, 
and M.L. Neinken have added to our listings. 

The following is our report as of October 15 ,  1967. 

l<t Single 

l<t Strip of 3 

5ct S tr ip of 3 
5ct and ! Oct 
24¢ S ingle 
30ct S ingle 

l et  Single 

l et  Single plus 3¢ 
l ct Strip of 3 

5ct Strip of 3 
5ct S ingle 

5ct+ 1 0ct Pair 
! Oct 
1 2¢ 
24¢ 
Single 
30ct 
Single 
30ct+5ct I I  

Independent State 
Apalachicola, Fla. 1 1 1 2 , 1 / 1 9, 2/2 
Mobile,  Ala. 1 1 1 2 , 1 126 
Montgomery, Ala. 1 /30 
Natchez ,  M iss .  1 1 1 0  
Montgomery , Ala .  1 130 
Savannah, Ga. 1 1 1 8  
New Orleans, La. 1 /28 to Bordeaux 
New Orleans, La. 2/2 to Rou l l iac, France 
Charleston ,  S .C .  1 123 to E ngland 
Charleston ,  S .C .  I /1 to Ber l in  

Confederate Uses 
Mobile,  Ala.  4/27 
Canton ,  M iss .  518 
La Grange, Texas? 
Lexi ngton , Va. 5/27 Patriotic 
Sumter, S .  C .  4/ 1 1  
Charleston ,  S .  C .  4/ 1  
New Orleans, La .  3/? 
Lexington,  Va. ? (7 s tar patriotic)  
Sumter, S .  C. 4/2 1 
New Orleans, La. 3/24 
Arcadia,  La. 3/ 1 0  
Coti l la,  La. 5/30 
Enterprise, M iss .  219 
Montgomery , Ala .  3/3 ,  3 /3 1  
Spiers Turnou t, Ga. 3/29 
Columbia, S .  C. 5/24 
Jackson , Miss .  4/ 1 
New Orleans, La. 2/9, 3/?  to France 
Atlan ta, Ga. 4/ 1 2  to Georgia 
New Orleans, La. 3/8 to Spain 
New Orleans,  La. 2/6, 2/ 1 6  
New Iberia, La. 2/5 to England 
New Orleans, La. 3/3 1 to Mexico 
Mobile ,  Ala. 4/2 off cover 
Off Cover 2/ 1 1 ,  3/ 1 9  
Charleston, S .  C .  51 1 1  to London 
Off Cover 4/20 
New Orleans, La. 3/8 to Bordeaux 
Charleston,  S. C .  2125 to Swi tzerland 

No 3ct  s tamped covers or government envelopes uses have been tabulated 
being considered too numerous. 

[November 25, 1967] 
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Civil War Soldiers' Letters 

Richard B. Graham, 

Guest  Editor 

Although relatively common, Civi l  War soldiers ' letters are often confused 
wi th the more exotic censored and franked covers of that period. By the term 
" so l diers ' l e t t er s"  we mean a class of unpaid domest ic mai l  complying wi th 
certai n  postal regulations so that let ters could be sent unpaid and due upon 
del ivery. Under the postal  laws exis t ing when the Civi l  War s tarted, postage of 
all domestic letters was to be prepaid  by s tamps.  Thi s  requirement was soon 
found to be a considerable burden upon the volun teer soldiers away from home 
for the first time, who could often nei ther procure stamps nor have money to buy 
them, if avai lable. 

On  July 22, 1 86 1 , Congress passed an act that "all lel lers wri tten by soldiers in 
the service of the Uni ted S tales may be transmit ted through the mai ls  wi thou t 
prepayment of postage, under such regulations as the Post Office Department 
may provide, the postage thereon to be paid by the recipien ts . "  An exact copy of 
the regulations has not yet been seen .  From subsequen t regulations and curren t 
newspaper announcements ,  i t  appears that the fol lowing requirements were 
made to qual i fiy  a let ter as a due sol dier ' s  letter: ( 1 )  Such letters were to bear the 
legend "Soldier ' s  letter" ,  together w i th the name of the soldier ' s  uni t .  (2 )  The 
major of the regiment (or other uni t )  was lo s ign his  name and rank on the cover 
front ,  thus cert ify ing the letter to be as  claimed. ( 3 )  The privi lege did not apply lo 
commissioned officers .  

From the foregoing, then , a hypothetical soldier ' s  letter certif ica tion might 
read ( in four l ines) :  Soldier ' s  Letter/(S igned)/John Jones/Major, 25th N .H . V . I .  
( New Hampshire Volunteer Infantry ) .  

The Army o f  the Potomac under McClel lan had a setup whereby chaplains 
were often designated to be regimental pos tmasters and were also delegated the 
j ob of cert ify ing a l l  the unpaid letters of the regiment .  Later the pos tal regula
t ions were apparently somewhat l i beral ized to incl ude chaplains ,  surgeons and 
other officer grades as acceptable. 

The provis ion of the regulations barring officers '  let ters from the privi lege 
was often ignored. A letter bearing the fol lowing certi fication of an Iowa major, 

//{?� 
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An early use of the certified soldiers ' 
letter process to send mail collect. 
The signature is that of Geo. R. Myers, 
major, 18th reg't, N. Y V(olunteers). 
and the Washington, D. C. post office 
mistakenly used a "free " c. d. s. of 
Aug. 18, 1861. along with a "Due/3" 
when the letter was mailed 

The earliest announcement of the 
collect mail privilege for soldiers was 
about August 1, 1861. 
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See article in "Chronicles " Nos. 1 16 
and 1 1 7.  No vember, 1982 and Feb
ruary, 1983. reviewing the Civil War 
Soldiers ' and Na val Letter usages 

Mailed in the West. probably in Ten
nessee by a Union soldier. who en
dorsed the cover "Soldier's Letter /No 
s tamps, " but failed to get an officer 
to pro vide a certifying signature. this 
cover was marked "Held For Postage " 
by the Memphis post office in Feb . .  
1863 and eventually sent to the Dead 
Letter Office. There. the letter was 
marked "Soldier's Letter" and "Due 
3" and sent. collect. to the addressee. 

CIVIL WAR POSTAL HISTOR Y 

( the le t ter being addressed to h i s  w i fe)  expla ins  why :  
" I  cer t i fy th i s  to  be  a soldier ' s  l e t ter w ho has  nary s tamp and can ' t  procure one 

for love or money . "  The le t ter was apparen t ly  accepted w i thout  ques t ion .  
The  s ignatures on soldier ' s  l e t ters do  not  i ndicate censorsh ip ,  as none  was  

involved. Nei ther are these covers franks ,  as the  s igna ture did not serve i n  l ieu of 
pos tage; that  was s t i l l  due a t  des t ina t ion .  

[January 2,  1 965) 

"Soldier's Letter" and "Held For Postage" 
Richard B. Graham, 

G uest Editor 

The marking i l lu s trated i s  one of the  "mys tery" markings of the C iv i l  War era. 
The s tatus of the pos tal  class i fi ca t ion "Soldi er ' s  Letter" has been expla ined 
previously i n  th i s  colum (S tamps,  2 January 1 965) as an except ion to the re
qu i rement that  a l l  domes t ic  mai l s  of the early Civ i l War era mus t  be prepaid .  
Let ters proper ly  endorsed by a s peci f ied officer cou l d  be  sen t u n paid  wi th  or
d i nary pos tage due a t  des t ina t io n .  

None of  the covers u pon which t h e  above marki ng appears bear a n y  " soldier ' s  
letter ' ' cer t i f ication and s ignature of a regi menta l  officer . Many of the  covers bear 
addi t ional  " Held for postage" marki ngs .  A l l  that  have been seen by the wri ter, 
and which have con tents ,  have been iden t i fied as hav ing  originated w i th Federal 
troops i n  the area of wes tern Ten nessee. Also ,  those covers con ta in ing  l e t ters and  
which have backstamps had  been delayed i n  trans i t  for some t ime ,  often three or 
four months .  The backstamps of three d i fferen t towns  have been found upon 
various covers w i th  this ova l Soldier ' s  Letter marking: Nashv i l l e  ( most  
common ) and Memphis ,  Ten nessee and a l so Washington , D .  C.  The l a t ter 
marking is not a lways found as a backstamp.  A few covers have been seen w i th 
the Wash i ngton marking upon the face . 

The date of usage of the mark i n g  was ev iden t ly the la t ter ha l f  of 1 862 and f irst  
half  of 1 863 . Of course, Memphi s  and Nashv i l l e  had been occup ied by Federal 
forces at th i s  t ime,  the town remai n i n g  i n  N orthern hands throughout the  re
mai nder of  the war.  

( ) 
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This wri ter believes that the large oval Soldier ' s  Letter marking was appl ied 
upon letters originating with soldiers , but  not bei ng properly certi fied, were first 
des tined for the dead letter office. Later, their nature becoming obvious ,  they 
were placed in the mai ls  wi th the marking and postage due, j ust  as was done 
wi th properly  cert i fied soldier ' s  letters . More evidence in  the nature of records of 
covers wi th this marking and enclosed l etters or penci led notes giving date or 
location of  origin ,  etc. i s  needed. 

Such reports should a l so include date, town and color of any postmark, and 
description of any " Held for Postage" markings . Addresses would a l so be of 
some use ;  nearly all the covers seen by the wri ter with the marking have been 
directed to Ohio, Indiana, I l l inois ,  etc. , including the covers wi th  Wa sh i ng ton 

markings.  
Such information may be sen t to Richard B .  Graham, 259 E. Dom in i on B lvd. , 

Columbus,  Ohio 432 1 4 .  

[January 29, 1 966] 

Civil War Naval Letters 
Richard B. Graham, 

Guest Editor 

In the Jan.  2, 1 965 ,  column this wri ter discussed the Civi l  War soldier ' s  l etter, 
an official  classification of mail under the regulat ions of the Post Office Depart
ment .  In his annual report for 1 86 1 ,  P . M . G .  Montgomery B lair noted that the 
privi lege did not apply to the Navy and Marines, and recommended that such be 
done. Congress promptly on Jan. 2 1 ,  1 862,  enacted that " the provi sions of the act 
of Ju ly  22, 1 86 1 ,  authorizing soldiers to send through the mai l s  of the U n i ted 
S tates letters without prepayment of postage, is hereby extended to the sai lors 
and marines in the actual service of the U n i ted S tates under such regulat ions as 
the Post Office Department shal l  provide, the postage thereon to be paid by the 
reci pi  en ts . . .  " 

The regulations governing soldier ' s  l etters have not  been seen as published by 
the P. 0 .  D . ,  but the 1 862 Naval Register quotes the above act and contains the 
fol lowing regulations :  

Post Office Department 
Appoin tment Office 
February 8, 1 862 

l l ndn t h l' a c t  of Con gres s ,  a pproved Jan uary 2 1 ,  1 862,  sa i l ors a n d  m a r i nes  i n  

t h l' act u a l  sl ' IY i n· o f  t h l '  l 1 n i t ed S t a tes  h a v e  t h e  same pr i v i l cgl' w i t h  so l d i ers o f  

send i n g  l c t t t 'rs w i t ho u t  prepaymen t of  pos tage. 

A l l  pos t mas t t'rs a n· i n s t ructed lo m a i l  w i t ho u t  pn'pa y m l' n t  o f  pos t agl' a l l  such 

l c t tns w h l'n n'l t i f i l'd a s  fo l l ow s :  The crn e l ope m u s t  hl'a r t hl '  cl 'rt i f i c a t l' " N aval  

I . l' l l n "  s i gn ed by t he com m and i n g off i ct'I or l i eu t en a n t  on boa rd t he vesse l ,  w i t h  

t h l '  n a m e  o f  t h e  \Tssc l .  T h u s :  

T o  .J o h n  S m i t h  

N l' \\' York 

N A V A L  I .ETTE R 

R i c h a rd Roe, 1 s t l . i eu tcna n t 

l ' . S .  G u n boat  h a n a w h a  
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The title "1st Lieutenant" was synony
mous with "Ex(ecutive) Officer. " which 
was often used. 
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A t  right: A certified Naval Letter, sent 
from the U S. S. "Hunchback, " at New 
Berne. N. C. in 1863. The "Hunchback" 
was a converted ferry boat, armed to 
prevent blockade running in the shal
lo w Carolina sounds. 

CIVIL WAR POSTAL HISTORY 

This privi lege does not extend to commi ssioned officers.  
Al l  such certi fied letters must be rated wi th postage at the mail ing office, to be 

col lected at the office of del ivery . Letters addressed to such sai lors and marines 
must be prepaid as before . 

John A .  Kasson 
First Assistant Postmaster 
General 

These regulations apparen tly paral lel the Soldier ' s  Letter Regulations.  As 
with Soldier ' s  Letters , Naval Letters are often confused w i th censored covers .  
Even in  1 86 1 ,  the f irst  l i eu tenant of a warship was usual ly designated as "Execu
tive Officer" and the signature with "Ex Officer" could and often has been taken 
to mean "Examining Officer" .  

While Soldier 's  Letters are relatively common , properly certified Naval 
Letters of the Civi l  War period are scarce. 

[February 1 3, 1 965] 

GD.EB.AL BU'B.BSIDE, 
Commanding B11rn1ide Expedition 

Ssee .. ITe ....... 

df6, hJ ,4q :if u,?r/ 
' 1���/ , /,£ 
./���/-' r�U4y. p�;, 

,f/ . I� 

A t  left.· A printed Na val Letter legend. 
but sent by an officer and prepaid by 
a stamp. The letter was mailed from 
New Orleans on April 4. 1864. the 
U. S. S "Itasca " then blockading 
Mobile. 

Officers were not given the certified 
Na val letter collect mail privilege in 
the Civil War. 



THE CONTRA CT FOR THE 1861 STAMP ISSUE 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
The fol l owing i s  repr in ted from the  Un ited Sta tes Mai l  and Post Of/Ire 

Ass istan t,  August ,  1 86 1 .  
" Here tofore a l l  the Government pos tage s tamps have been manu fact u red at  

Phi lade lphia ,  by Messrs  Toppan , Carpen ter and Company ,  who have,  i t  i s  
unders tood, execu ted the ir  con tract w i th  a degree of promptness and f ide l i ty 
which was origi nal l y  guaranteed by the  h igh character and s tanding o f  that  
wel l - known house.  The o ld  con tract havi ng expired,  proposa l s  were ca l led for 
by the Postmas ter General for the new one, and i t  has been awarded to the 
Nationa l  Bank Note Company of this c i t y ;  t he lead ing members of  the  company 
are Messrs R .  S. Oakley , ] .  McDonough , W. D. N ichols ,  G. H. Danfort h ,  F i l ch 
Shepard, and Lloyd G l over. 

" New dies have been prepared for a l l  the di fferen t denominat ions of s tamps ;  
d i ff er i n g  s rn n c11· h ; 1 1  fro m  t h l" o l d  S l \' l cs .  a n d prcst 'n l i n g  a 1 n ; 1 r kcd i 1 1 1 p r m -c 1 1 1 t'n l 

i n  co l or i n g  - l h t'  d i s 1 i 1 1 c 1 1 1ess  of t h l" r ; 1 t t ·  of each . ; 1 1 1d  i n  s o rn t" ot her  rcs pcct s .  
\\'e have no doubt tha t  the  publ ic w i l l  be wel l p leased wi th  the new i ssue .  They 
are now be ing dis tr ibu ted a mong postmas ters . 

"The s tamps are hereafter to be m an u factured in  the new subs tan t ia l  fire
proof edi fice a t  the corner of Nassau and Pine S treet, known as Dunkin  and 
S h t· rn 1 a n ' s  B u i l d i n g .  T h t" rn a c h i n n\' is  ; 1 1 1  nc\\' . ; 1 1 1 d  t h c  most co s t h  a n d 

a pprm ed dt 'sni p t i o n .  a n d  t ·n-r,· t h i n g  i s  i n  J HT fc c t  kcc p i n g  11· i 1 h  t h t '  i 1 n por 1 ; 1 1 1 n· 

a n d  1 1 1 ; 1 g 11 i 1 1 1d t· of t ht ·  1 1 1 1 d n 1  a k i n g .  
"I t  i s  ca lcu la ted there w i l l  be  abo u t  200 m i l l ion s tamps used dur ing t he 

com i ng year from August  I ,  1 86 1 . 
" Dur ing the  year 1 860, t here were del ivered to the P . O .  Departmen t 223 , 867, -

2 7 0  s 1 ;1 1 1 1 p s .  , · i 1. :  1 -n·n t .  :-> :-> . 9 7 9  . . 'r n :-J :  ;} -n · 1 1 1 .  J li0 . 'i92 . 600 :  !i -c c 11 1 .  t i l 8 . 1 80 :  J O -n· 1 1 1 .  
4 ,438 ,750 ;  1 2-cent ,  1 , 6 1 6 ,875 ;  24-cent ,  423 ,500; 30-cen t ,  1 79 , 820; 90-cen t 1 8 , 1 60. 

"The twen ty - four cen t  stamps were not i ssued u n t i l  w i th i n  the second quar ter, 
and the th irty cen t and n inety cen t in the th i rd quar ter of  the year. 

"The number i ssued during the two expired q uarters of  th i s  year is  firs t q uar
ter, 5 7 , 62 1 , 799 - second q uarter, 47 , 3 1 0 ,959 - ending first of  J u l y  1 86 1 . 

"The average increase for a number of years passed has been about  1 9  m i l l ion 
per year. 

"The new s tamps di ffer materia l l y  from the old ones i n  design ,  and they are 
u n i form , in  having the va lue of the s tamp designated in  figures i n  each o f  the 
upper corners ,  and the l e t ters U S  in  the lower corners in addi t ion to U S  Pos tage, 
three cen ts ,  etc. The one cen t s tamp represen ts a pro fi l e  bus t  of  Frank l in ,  and t he 
three cen t a profi le  bus t  of Washington . The five cen t  has the  head of Jefferson, 
the ten , twelve,  and twen ty- four cen t ,  the head of  Washington ,  the th ir ty cent ,  
the bust  of  Frank l in ,  and the n inety cen t  i s  d i s t ingu i shed by Tru m bu l l ' s head of 
Washington . "  

[March 1 9 ,  1 966] 

The 1 ¢  of the 1 86 1  Issue 

In a series of  columns  to fol low we w i l l  picture the s tamps o f  the 1 86 1  i ssue and 
give rela ted information . 

The I ¢  val ue,  not  on l y  being the f irs t  i n  order , was a l so actua l ly the f irs t  va l ue 
known used.  S tamps off  cover record the date of Augus t  1 7 th , w h i le the ear l ies t  
used on cover now recorded i s  Augu s t  2 1 st ,  1 86 1 .  

I n  searching our c l ipping f i le  for ar t ic les on the I ¢  s tamp, very few ar t ic les 
were found.  The most  extens ive group of  art icles were by E .  Tudor Gross of  
Providence, R hode I s land ,  who,  a t  the  1 922 A .P .S .  conven tion (Springfie ld ,  
Mass . ) was encouraged by Danie l  Hammat t ,  a former Topeka ( Kansas )  col lector, 
to form a specia l i zed 1 ¢  col lect ion.  He reported in terest ing findings in Mekeel\ 
Weekly Stamp News begin n i ng Apr i l  2 1 s t and con t i nu i ng through November 
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The 1¢ stamp was illustrated with the 
column of March 13, 1965 See page 
241. Also see article by Clifford Friend 
in "Chronicle " No. 82 (May, 1974) 
concerning the earliest kno wn use of 
the 3¢. 
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A Civil War patriotic valentine. the "Soldier's Farewell. " with content. prepaid from Washington. D. C in February. 1863 to Vermont. With three flt  
1861 stamps for postage to Vermont. another tc  was added in the remaining corner to  pay the carrier fee to  the Washington post office. The 
en velope is printed in gold and the content. in many colors. has a tent of stars and stripes in red and blue. Through its opened flaps. a soldier can 
be seen sitting at a table writing a letter. 

From a card from Mr. Dubois. sho wing 
the s tamp. no w o wned by another 
collector. 

� l . 1 9 1 1 .  Anot her ar t i cl e  on carrier  u se appeared i n  M a rch 27 ,  1 94 3 .  
I 1 1  a l  I t he years George S l oane w ro t e ,  n o t  o n e  co l u m n  appearn.l on t h e  I ct 1 86 1 .  

Cah· i 1 1  Chr i s t i a n  report ed 011 the  d i e  i m press i o n s  i n  t h e  A u g u s t  3 ,  1 95 7 ,  i s sue  of  

."i / 11 1 1 1  /J.\ . 
F .  Tudor G ross  ra i sed t h e  ques t i o n :  " W h y  i s  t h i s  s ta m p  so hard to secure i n  

f i n e  t o  s u  pcrb rn n d i  t i o n  when s u p posed ! y 1 3 8 m i  I I  i o n  copies  were i s sued 
\\' i t ho u t  gri l l  from A u g u s t  1 86 1  to 1 867?"  T h i s  q u e s t ion  co u ld undo u b ted l y  be 
as ked a bou t every va l ue of  t he 1 86 1  i ssue .  as w e l l  as  t he preced i n g  1 85 7  i ss ue.  

S i nce the  com mon cause of  poor con d i t i o n  is  poor-cen ter i n g  between perfora

t i o n s .  a fu t u re co l u m n  w i l l  be devoted to  t h i s  s u bj ec t .  
F. Tudor G ross  reported t h a t  i n  h i s  search f o r  s u perb u sed and u n used cop ies 

of t h i s  s t a m p  from . dea lers '  appro v a l s  and accu m u l a t i o n s ,  t h e  percen t age o f  

s u pn b  copies  \\'as extremel y sma l l .  He spec i f i ca l l y  referred to a l o t  of  1 400 w h i ch 

p m\' i d cd t we n t y  f i r s t -class  copies .  o f  w h i ch o n l y  t we l ve cou l d  be ra ted a s  s u perb.  
I le fur t her  observed t h a t  by 1 86 1  envel opes had j us t  come i n to general  use and,  

l l l l l i k e  the fo l ded l e t ter  bea r i n g  the address and  s t a mp ,  were t h ro w n  away even 

t h ollgh t h e  con ten ts  of  t he l e t t n  m i g h t  be saved . 

;\ l os t  of t h e  l l Sl' of I I/ s tamps was as a s i ng le  s t a m p  on drop- le t ters or o n  c i r 
n 1 L 1 1 s .  n o t  in  1 1 1 u l t i p lc s  of  t h ree t o  pay  t h e  f i r s t  c l ass l e t te r  ra tes .  and t h er e fore 

1 1wn· l i a b l e  to he con s i g n ed to t h e  was te  bask e t .  Th i s  i s  a n o t h er reason for t h e  
sca 1< i t Y  of  s u perb l et 1 86 1 ' s .  

[February 20, 1 965] 

The !¢ 1 861  Earl iest Use 

T h i s  co l 1 1 1 1 1 1 1  for J\.l a rch l '.l .  1 965 , 1 1 w 1 1 t i o 1 1 ed t h c ead i e s t  nTorded use of  t he J I/  

1 8 1 i l ; 1 s  A l lgu s t 1 7 , 1 86 1 . Warren  D u Bo i s .  a Los Ange l es deakr,  found t he s t a m p  

i n  ; 1  s 1 1 1 a l l co l l ect i on i n  1 938 .  
Thc' 1 1 t'\\' spapns reported t he f i 1 1d  w i de l y ,  i n cl l l d i ng a very  i n fl a ted $50. 000 

t' S t  i l l l a t  t 'd va l ue.  The i m pres s i o n  of t h t' hands t a m p  is very  c lear ,  m a k  i 11 g  t h e  da te  

and \Ta r  I H"vond q uest i on .  
Th i s  s t a m p  was ex h i b i t ed a t  t h t' Treasure I s l a nd Golden C a t t' 1 9'.l9 I n t t 'rna

t i o 1 1 a l  Exh i bi t ion .  l\l y  t h a n k s  to  \\' a rren D u bo i s ,  w h o  ret i rt'd a s  a dt "a l cr in  1 9 1 8 .  
fm t h t' i 1 1 forma t i o 1 1 . A n yone  a s p i r i 1 1 g  to o w n  t h i s s t a m p  m a y  o b t a i n  i t  from M r.  
D 1 1 i >o i -.  ; 1 t  ; 1  ( o n -, i d ( ' ) ; t l i k  d i -.( < > 1 1 n t  1 1 0 1 1 1  t l w ( ' -, 1 i n 1 ; 1 t ( ' d  \ ; t l 1 w p n · \  i o 1 1 -. h  q 1 1 o t ( ·d .  

[J une 1 9, 1 965) 



THE 1¢ 1861 STAMP 

The 1 ¢  1 861  Stamp 

Previous columns have discussed various in teres ting subjects about th i s  
stamp (Scott ' s  No .  63 ) or  uses o f  i t .  Thi s  column w i l l  enumerate some statis tics 
about the stamp i tself . 

At this wri ting the earl iest recorded use is  an off cover stamp cancel led in 
Balt imore wi th the date of August 1 7 ,  1 86 1 ,  whi le  the ear l iest  use on a cover is 
August 2 1 ,  1 86 1 . 

This was the first issue of stamps to be prin ted by the National Bank Note 
Company of Phi ladelphia,  therefore the plate numbers of the plates used to 
prin t  i t  start wi th one for the essays .  These essays are l is ted i n  Scott ' s  catalogue as 
the "August" issue. 

The 1 ¢ stamps , including the gri l led issues, were prin ted from Plates 9 ,  1 0, 22, 
25 and 27. I t  i s  estimated that about 1 38 mi l l ion s tamps w i thout gri l l  and an 
addi tional 7 mi l l ion wi th gri l l  were prin ted . The 1 ¢  stamp i s  known w i th I l x l 4  
m m  "Z " gri l l ,  the l l x l 3mm "E" gri l l  and 9x l 3mm "F"  gril l .  

S tamps from Plate 9 can be found w i th a dot in  the upper portion o f  the left 
s ide of the " U "  in the lower left corner. O ther varieties include double transfers, 
copies printed on both s ides of paper, and a pair imperforate vertica l ly .  

The color varies from a very pale blue to  the beautiful  dark b lue  and indigo 
shades . The indigo and u l tramarine shades appear to be the hardes t to find. 

Only a dash of color under the extreme right top of the ornament at the right of  
the left figure " l "  dist inguishes th i s  design from the original des ign known as 
the "August" . 

[March 1 3, 1 965] 

Notes From A 1 ¢  1861  Collection 
By Gerald B.  Smith, M.D.  

Guest Editor 

There is not a great deal of reference material in the l i terature, the main 
sources being the books by Luff and Brookman , Scott ' s  specia l i zed catalog and 
an article which appeared in  Mekeel 's, which probably was the most extensive 
description we have ever had. 

The shades are numerous and in terest ing. I t  seems impossible to assign the 
different colors to determi ned years . The colors vary in depth and the shades run 
from one in to another. 

The s tamps were printed from five plates ;  Nos. 9 and I O  which were probably 
made together before the s tamps were prin ted and three other plates; Nos .  22, 25, 
and 27, which were eviden tly made at in tervals  as needed. P late varieties do not 
seem to be numerous.  There was an imprint  at the top, at one side and at the 
bottom of each pane, but the plate number was shown at the bottom only .  The 
impri n ts at the side and top di ffer from the imprint at the bottom. Sheet or plate 
numbers may be obtained, but they are rare . 

The plates were seemingly laid out and rocked from ei ther top to bot tom or 
bottom to top for each vertical row . Some plates show two dots on top row copies 
and one dot on bottom row copies and two dots at the ex treme righ t hand s ide, 
opposi te each stamp. Other plates were apparent ly made in the opposi te 
manner, that i s ,  they were entered from the bottom to the top ins tead of from the 
top to the bottom, the dot arrangement being the opposi te of that first men
tioned. 

Double transfers exi s t, but are very minor, except for one from the top row of 
one of the plates. It shows several semicircular marks above the s tamps,  which 
may be part of a double transfer or may be due to some other cause. 

The wel l known dot in " U "  seemingly occurred only on the two earl iest  p lates 
or poss i b l y  o n l y  OJH' of  t h e m .  It is undo u b tt>dh d ue to a t i n y  b i t  of  soml' t h i n g  
adhering t o  the transfer rol l .  TJ:iis dot m u s t  have been i n  one o f  four places .  ( 1 ) .  
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The 1¢ stamp design as issued 

Note.· Although the original column 
showed a used stamp. here a card 
proof has been used to illustrate the 
design. 

See next page. 
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The Die Essay 

The accepted Die Proof. 

THE 1861 STAMPS 

On the original  die ,  but  agains t  th i s  i s  the fact that  the dot i s  not a lways in  the 
same pos i tion. I t  i s  seen in  a high, medium,  or low posi tion . (2) .  On the transfer 
rol l  i tself. This  seems improbable because of the varying location of the dot. (3 ) .  
On a poin ter on an arm attached to the transfer rol l  so that  the poin t  was placed 
in the dot to the left (of the finished stamp) or at the righ t on the plate i tself. This 
theory only might account for the s l igh t  variation in the position of the dot .  (4) .  
On the plate i tself  as a guide dot for entering the impression for the transfer roll .  
Perhaps this i s  the most likely explanation , bu t even this i s  not entirely satisfac
tory . Any further ideas anyone has on this would be appreciated. 

In examination of over 3 ,000 copies ,  the dot in " U "  ran about  240 per 3 ,000 
copies examined. Examin ing 1 00 s tamps in the original pane,  the fol lowing 
information was recorded: only eight s tamps were perfectly centered or nearly 
so, only twelve centered so that the perfs did not touch but were off center; whi le 
the perfs cut in on one s ide on seventy-one, and on both s ides on n ine s tamps. 

[May 29, 1 965] 

Observations of the First and Second Dies of the 1 ¢  1 861  Stamp 
By C.W. " Bert" Christian 

Guest Editor 

Two of our early students of the 1 86 1  i ssue,  John Luff and Clarence Brazer, 
indicated in their writ ings that the original  dies of this  series did not prove com
pletely satisfactory. Improvements are very apparent  in  the second sta te of some 
of the dies and, whether "ordered" or voluntari l y  execu ted by the engravers, go 
far beyond the changes l i s ted in the catalogs. 

A comparison of enlarged photos of the orig ina l  D ie Essay and the accepted 
Die  Proof of the one cen t value reveals  that n umerous refinements were made 
lwfore the fi nal  plate proofs were released. These fin i shed plates undoubtedly  
produced more clearly defined s tamp impressions and a s tudy of the  reworked 
die proof would seem to indicate this  was the i n tention . 

The Scott- l i s ted iden ti fication for the "Second Design" i s  the mos t prominent 
and eas i ly  found added dash of color. In addi tion to this  a second but  less pro
minent dash of color appears to the left and wi th in  the same oval surrounding 
the vignette. Also within the oval but under the upper righ t fol iage w i l l  be found 
two even s tronger added color l ines .  In the i ssued s tamp these two l ines nearly 
blend into the ou ter l ine of the oval and are di fficu l t  to find unless a sharply 
prin ted copy i s  avai lable.  

This same ou ter l ine shows evidence of rework in  that i t  reproduces clearly 
even when blown up by photo as much as 8 x 1 0. The reverse i s  true in the case of 
the "Premiere" state of the die. 

Some of the curving hair l ines have been made longer and others have been 
s trengthened. The l ip  l ines of the portra i t  have been sharpened and the cross
h a 1 ching in the background of the numerals and the letters " U "  and "S"  has 
lwrn increased. Some of the exist ing vertical l ines have been con tinued and a few 
new li nes added. A general overal l  improvemen t in  the la the work surrounding 
1 hc portrai t  i s  apparent ,  i ndicating a further at tempt by the National Bank Note 
( :ompany to improve the " samples" of their work. 

Both states of the die were made in to plate form and from each plate impres
s ions were taken , both on card and on India paper. Though some of the sharp
ness of deta i l  i s  lost between die and plate impressions a comparison of the card 
prints and the India prints ,  w i th the a id of a ten -power glass ,  w i l l  poin t  up most 
of the major refinemen ts .  

[May 27, 1967] 



THE 1¢ 1861 STAMPS 

The 1 ¢  1 86 1  Ultramarine 

This stamp is cataloged wi th a color variety (63a, u l tramarine) .  This subcolor 
can be found mentioned by Luff. Several individuals in terested in color have 
been searching for a 1 ¢ s tamp of thi s  color. Can anyone furnish me wi th copies 
or a copy of a I ¢  1 86 1  stamp in the ul tramarine shade? 

The National Bank Note Company  prin ted the 1 ¢  1 870 s tamp in the ultra
marine shade; the 1 ¢  1 873  Continental s tamp and the 4¢ Columbian are also so 
listed . 

There seems to be considerable question as to whether the I ¢  s tamp exists in  
the ul tramarine shade. 

Uune 19, 1 965] 

Some Comments About The 1¢ U ltramarine 1 861  

All  copies of the 1¢  1 86 1  signed by  authori ties as being ul tramarine matched, 
when viewed under a "north light" lamp. In  the 58th edition of Scott ' s  we find 
the l ist ing:  
#87 
#88 
#89 

1 ¢  
1 ¢  
1 ¢  

Ul tramarine 
Blue 
Dark Blue 

35 
45 

1 . 00 

6 
6 

1 0  
Ideas have changed s ince 1 898 .  The ul tramari ne i s  not now rated a s  the mos t 

common shade unused , but is as common as any other shade in  used condi t ion .  
The ultramarine must have been in fa ir ly good supply to be class ified as seen 
above. 

The problem arises: do we describe stamps by the hue or shade , or by the 
ma terials  used in the ink? Lapis lazuli i s  a semi -precious blue minera l .  U l tra 
marine ink made from it was so expens ive ($5 per pound) that a long time ago a 
way was found to produce i t  syn thetical ly .  Curiously enough , only one fact is not 
known about the syn thetic color: what makes it blue? I t  is not particularly 
permanen t .  The color of the stamp probably varies because i t  i s  not always used 
full strength . All colors fade or change. They age the most in the first three 
months .  After that the change is usually very slow. 

We do know tha t during,  or about ,  1 870 Jos.  Carpenter (successor to Bu tler & 
Carpenter) used ultramarine on many U . S .  Revenue Stamps; several " General 
Issue " and more " Private Die . " The records show two di fferent batches of the 
ultramarine ink and probably more . 

The 2¢ Proprietary and $ 1 5  Mortgage Revenue Stamps are a lovely deep color, 
which seems to be strong in violet. The 1 0¢ Foreign Exchange i s  a dull gray ,  
which shows very l i ttle blue.  The 1 0¢ Contract and 50¢ Conveyance and Surety 
Bond are more l ike the I 0¢ Foreign Exchange, never l ike the 2¢ Proprietary and 
$ 1 5  Mortgage . I f  the grayer stamps were faded from the violet ,  " in  between " 
copies would be found. They never are .  

There were a t  least two batches of ul tramarine ink used on the  Private Die 
stamps, but in  no case does the color match the 2¢ Proprietary or $ 1 5  Mortage . 

The 1 86 1  i ssue was the first to have a stamp with a color designa ted as "ul tra
marine" . Each succeeding i ssue has a stamp designa ted "Ul tramarine" except 
1 869 which has two, the 3¢ and 6¢, and the 1 88 1  and 1 890 issue, which have none. 
These stamps do not match when examined together. How many were prin ted 
with inks using ultramarine pigments? Do you know? 

[October 23, 1965] 

The One Cent 1 865 Coupon Essay 

The late Clarence Brazer l i s ted four premiere gravure essays produced by the 
National Bank Note Company for the I ¢  design in 1 86 1 .  Later they produced 
essays for a Mr. G. W. Bowlsky to demonstrate hi s  patent, issued December 26, 
1 865. The purpose of the patent was to eliminate the necessi ty of cancelling the 
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A ctually, "Bowlsby" is correct. See 
next page. 
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stamp by the removal a l  the Post Office of  a coupon attached lo the top of the 
stamp. These essays were printed in red or blue on white paper with and with
out gri l l s .  Some were perforated all around and between s tamp and coupon, 
some were not perforated between stamp and coupon, while others were roulet
ted between stamp and coupon and were gummed. 

See belo w. These Bowlsky essays were never accepted and ordered issued for postal  use. 

Current thinking is that this use on 
part of a U. S. Sanitary Fair envelope 
is an experimental use which never 
passed through the mails. 

The accompanying i l lustration may show the on l y  use of these coupon essays in  
the regular mai l s .  This s trip of three was  applied to  a U .S .  Sanitary Commission 
Fair cover, the bottom half  of which has been cu t away. 

S ince the coupon ins tructs the postmaster to remove i t, or cut i t  off ,  why was 
the coupon not removed? First ,  the coupon was not  perforated a t  the s tamp. 
Second, and most probably ,  the essays were applied wi th the top of the s tamp 
about a quarter of an i nch below the top edge of the envelope and the balance of 
the coupon folded over the top and sealed. This i l lus trates perfect ly the imprac
ticality of the idea. How could the postmaster remove the coupons so applied? 

Have you seen a use of these essays as postage or do you have an example of 
this one in your col lection? 

This patent was but one of many ideas developed in this period to prevent  the 
reuse of the s tamp. Other ideas included gri l l s ,  paten t cancels  which cul the 
stamp, envelopes designed to tear the stamp or a smal l  webbing when the con
len ls were removed. 

[February 6, 1965] 

The One Cent 1 865 Coupon Essay 

A letter from Falk Finkel  burg concerning our column under the above ti tle, 
February 6, 1 965 , offers some comments and cri tici sm.  The column concerned 
the 1 86 1  one-cent essays with coupon at tached , patented by G .W.  Bowlsby, 
erroneously spel led "Bowlsky. " Mr. Finkelburg ' s  comments fol low: 

"Not having seen the i tem in  question,  i t  is rather difficu l t, i f  not impossible, 
to assay the genuineness of the cancel la t ion or usage. The fact that the bottom 
half of the cover is  cut away leaves some suspicion in my mind as to i ts origi 
nali ty .  

"In the thirty years that I have been collecting and s tudying U.S .  Essays, I have 
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not seen this i tem cancelled on or off cover, nor had the late Dr. Clarence Brazer, 
our foremost s tudent of thi s  most interesting phase of philately, ever mentioned 
that he had seen or heard of the existence of such i tem cancel led. 

"In the period between 1 86 1 and 1 880, the Post Office Department  authorized 
the National Bank Note Co. and later, to some extent, the Con tinental Bank 
Note Co. and the American Bank Note Co. to experiment wi th many patents 
submitted by ingenious inventors . These companies even went to the extent of 
producing die and plate essays . These essays never went beyond the s tage of 
experimentation . In my collection there are a number of essays on piece wi th 
trial cancel lations, but these were made for experimental purposes only.  None of 
these were ever sold over the counter to the public for commercial use, except for 
the "Gri l l "  which was adopted. 

"According to Luff, 1 0,000 copies of Scott  No .  73 ,  2 cen t black of the 1 86 1  
series, Exp. o n  brown chemical paper, were sold at  the Providence, R . I .  post  
office. Of this  number, some should have been preserved. Has anyone seen a 
cover with this  experimental s tamp in contemporary usage? I s  there a record of a 
cover sold at auction over the years? If so, I would be interested to know abou t it . " 

Mr. Finkel burg expresses the hope that more interest in this fascinating phase 
of philately wi l l  be generated as a resul t  of our comments and his in this column. 

Uanuary 8, 1 966] 

1¢ Essay 1 861  Strip of Three 

The i tem referred to is pictured and discussed in our columns of 6 February 
1 965, and 8 January 1 966. C.  W. "Bert" Christian of La Habra, Cal ifornia, a 
col lector interested in proofs and essays of the 1 86 1  issue, writes that he bid on 
the i tem in the 5 November 1 953 sale of Bruce Daniels  The catalog estimate was 
$35.00, his bid was $50.00, and i t  sold for $235 .00 .  After the sale i t  was reported to 
him as only a front .  

Actually from the way the i tem was pictured and described in the catalog no 
one could tel l that i t  was only the top half-front  and back-of an enve lope. 

Mr. Christian comments, " I  have always though of this kind of usage as ex
perimental and in view of the strip apparently being attached to such a smal l  
piece,  i t  is al l  the more convincing. " 

Those desiring a better look at the piece discussed should refer to the Robert A.  
Siegel auction catalog for 8 March 1 966 sale ,  lot  557 ,  described as " 1 ¢  B lue Cou
pon Essay (Brazer 63£-Bj ) Horizontal s trip of 3 tied by grids on top portion of 
I l lustrated Metropoli tan Fair for U .S .  Sanitary .Commission envelope showing 
wounded soldier being carried into Field Hospita l . "  Es timated from $50 to $75. 
Actual sale price $ 1 50 .00, probably because of the U .S .  Sanitary Commission 
envelope. 

[May 7, 1966] 

Patent " Improvement" 
Guest Editor, C.  W. "Bert" Christian 

Improvement in Postage and Revenue stamps was the essence of many of the 
letters patent granted through the 1 864- 1 868 period to persons intent upon 
increasing the effectiveness of the postage s tamp. Many and varied were the 
experiments of this, one of the most interesting being the resul ts of Patent #5 1 782 
issued to G. W. Bowlsby in 1 865 . 

The coupon essay was but one of many efforts to prevent the re-use of postage 
s tamps, and the National Bank Note Co. spared very l i ttle in developing the 
experiment.  The "Coupon" was added to the existing design of the 1 86 1  one
cent value and a new die made. A study of the various die printings reveals no 
significant differences and it  is probable the original Second Design transfer rol l  
was utilized i n  producing the new die. 
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A few examples are believed to exist, 
but the chemical paper has deterio
rated with time. 

Mr. Baker refers here to the item on 
part of a cover pictured on the oppo
site page. 

Perforated block of six of the coupon 
essay. 
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This refers only to the grills used 
with the designs of 1861-61 

The 5¢ 1861 stamp. 

THE 1861 STAMPS 

Die-sunk essays on India paper were printed in many colors. In this form 
eleven varieties are recorded and additional impressions on whi te card with 
glazed surface, called " ivory , "  are known in black, l i lac, and blue. Fourteen 
different die-essays seem more than ample for a patent  experiment but this 
policy of wide variety was maintained by the National Bank Note Co. in  several 
of the patent printings and in submitting their bids for contract. 

A plate was made, and in this form nine varieties are known, these being 
printed in red and in  blue. Col lectors are probably more fami l iar with the 
varieties that are perforated between or rouleued between the stamp and the 
coupon or the one that is partia l ly  imperfora te . A l i ule  known essay in red and 
complete l y  imperfora te i s  prin ted on t i ssue paper. 

The most interesting plate-essay, and an exceedingly scarce one, is printed on 
stamp paper, in red, imperforate and with fu l l  gum extending over both the 
stamp and the coupon . In addition the "C" gri l l  ( 1 6  x 1 9  points) has been im
pressed so that half fal l s  on the stamp and half on the coupon. The gril l  poses a 
question:  from a Patent granted in 1 865 for an experiment that was never 
accepted for use why was a sheet printed as late as 1 867 to receive a gril l ?  The 
gril l s  on issued s tamps firs t began to appear in August 1 867, nearly two years 
after the Bowlsby Patent. 

Pairs from the plate printings are occasional ly  available,  as wel l  as numerous 
singles, but in multiple pieces the wri ter has not recorded any larger than the 
block pictured. 

[August 12, 1967) 

The 3¢ 1 86 1  Stamps 

Scott ' s  catalog devotes three numbers to the 3¢ denomination of the 1 86 1  issue. 
No. 66, the lake shade, would seem more properly l i s ted with the "August" or 
with the trial proofs since the catalog notes that "This  s tamp . . .  was not regular
ly issued. It is believed that they are trial color proofs. "  

Scott 's  No. 64, the pink; and No. 65 , the 3 ¢  rose, pictured here was regularly 
issued for postage, the pink being first u sed on August  1 8th and the rose August 
1 9th, 1 86 1 .  A future column wi l l  be devoted to the problem of color. About 
I 00,000 were believed to have been prin ted in the pink shade from Plate 1 2  only. 

About 1 , 782,000,000 of the 3¢ stamps without gri l l  and 306,000,000 with gril l  
were printed from 28 plates, Nos. l l to 14 ,  19 to 2 1 ,  23 ,  24 ,  32 to 37 ,  and 42 to 49.  

This i s  the least expensive stamp to purchase, even gri lled, of all the issues 
prior to the 3¢ greens of the 1 870's .  I t  should be found in every collection of U .S .  
stamps. 

It is not surprising that all gri l l s  known to exis t  should be found on this stamp, 
namely ,  A ,  B,  C, D ,  Z, E and F. 

This is the only s tamp to be issued as a substi tute for coins. They were issued 
for a year during the Civil War as a coin substitute ,  but could not s tand the wear 
and tear of pockets and pocketbooks, and were soon redeemed at post  offices. 

Although no copy is  known to exist now, the Postmas ter at Mason, Michigan, 
reported in October 1 863 receiving letters from the southwest bearing coun
terfeit  3¢ s tamps. A soldier reported the sutlers following the Army had these for 
sale. 

[March 20, 1965) 

The 5¢ 1 861  Stamps 

The 5¢ design pictured herewi th is l isted in Scott 's  in three color variations: 
No. 67, the beautiful buff; No. 75, the red-brown and No. 76, brown. 

All  these stamps were printed from Plate 1 7 .  About 1 75 ,000 were printed in the 
various shades of buff and can be found used about ten months after August 
19th , 1 86 1 , the earliest use now recorded . Covers bearing these s tamps to or from 
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the Pacific Coast are particu larly prized. 
The color was darkened to red-brown (Scott 's  No. 75) for the second prin ting, 

first recorded used January 2 ,  1 862 . About one m i l l ion were pri n ted in this 
shade. Incidental l y ,  Civi l  War patriotic covers bearing these s tamps are hard to 
find. 

No stamps of the buff or red-brown were gri l led ,  as this  process was not s tart
ed unt i l  1 867 .  About 680,000 of the brown ,  Scot t ' s  No .  76, were gri l led bu t  wi th 
j ust  two patterns,  the overal l  gri l l  A and the 9 x 1 3  "F"  gri l l .  E i ther of these is very 
hard to find in very fine condit ion . 

One of the covers bearing the date of February 3 ,  1 863 , the earl iest  recorded use 
of the brown,  i s  a cover wi th 5<t and 1 0¢ s tamps paying the 1 5¢ rate to Hanover, 
Germany from Dayton , Ohio.  

About 6,500,000 stamps were prin ted w i thout the gri l l .  A color variety of the 
brown is  the very dark shade described as black brown which i s  found used 
during 1 866 and 1 867 .  

Since al l  of these stamps were prin ted from the same plate ,  they should a l l  
have the same plate varieties. These are a double transfer of top frame l i ne, bot
tom frame l ine ,  or both top and bottom frame l ine .  

[March 27, 1 965) 

The 1 0¢ 1 86 1  Stamps 

The 1 0¢ produces the oddi ty of the 1 86 1  issue. The so-cal led "August" is first 
actual l y  known used September 1 7 ,  1 86 1 , whi le the "September, " or regular 
issue, i s  known used as early as August 20, 1 86 1 . 

The "August , " Scott ' s  No.  58,  was prin ted from P late 4 on thi n  and semi 
transparent paper . About 500,000 or 23 of al l  l O<t s tamps are in  this  design (Type 
I ) .  A number of these were sen t to the terri tories and Cal i forn ia and are found 
used from these areas in to the year 1 862. 

The design pictured here i s  Type I I ,  Scot t ' s  No. 68, or the regular i ssue print
ed from Plates 15 and 26. Some 27 ,300,000 were issued wi thou t  gri l l  and another 
5 ,300,000 with Z, E and F Gri l l s .  

Unt i l  July  1 ,  1 863, the 1 0¢ s tamp was used for mai l to  and from Cal i fornia, 
Oregon and Washington .  Three are known used on  Pony Express covers, all 

.during October, 1 86 1 .  After thi s  t ime it i s  found used alone or in  combination 
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A quintuple rate co ver to France. 
sent from New York Sept 17. 1861, 
this "Payen " co ver shows an earliest 
kno wn use of the 10<t type I stamp of 
1861 .  

The 75<t rate is prepaid by the 10<t 
with a S<t buff and two 30<t of 1861. all 
postal markings being in red except 
the 60<t credit to France. which is in 
magenta. This famous co ver is one 
of three kno wn uses of the 101t type I 
on September 17. 1861. 
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See article in "Chronicle " No. 85 (Feb . .  

1975) by William S .  Weismann, "The 
10¢ 1861 'Tag ' Variety " 

A 10¢ green type II with a 5¢ 1861 buff 
used at San Francisco Aug. 4 on a 
letter to Bordeaux. The stamps were 
intended to prepay the 15¢ treaty rate 
for letters not over '4 ounce, but the 
San Francisco post office considered 
the letter overweight and charged 
double rate postage of 30¢ due, as 
partial payments were not recognized. 

A t  New York, the co ver was evi
dently reweighed and the New York 
exchange office accepted the 15¢ 
postage by marking the cover in red. 
"New York Paid" on June 24 with a 
12¢ credit to France for transit via 
English steamer. 

The French exchange office agreed, 
marking the cover with their red "PD. " 

THE 1861 STAMPS 

with other values to make up rates to foreign lands.  
The 1 0¢ "September, "  Scott ' s  No. 68, has a very pronounced colored marking 

in the "TAG" letters. These all seem to appear in s tamps prin ted from Plate 26. 
Cyri l dos Passos discussed the "TAG " variety in the December 1 956, and March 
1 959 i ssues of the A merican Phi latel is t .  R. J. Engle,  Jr . , and D. A.  Dromberg 
added their ideas in November 1 960 and August 1 962 i ssues of the same publ ica
tion. 

Their discussion al so raises the question as to what possibly happened to 
Plate 15 w hich caused the essay Plate No. 4 to be put in to use until the problem 
cou ld be remedied. 

This s tamp could carry a prepaid let ter farther than any other denomination 
except the 90¢ prior to this time, because starting in August  1 867, 1 Oct would 
prepay a le t ter across the Paci fic to Japan and China from anywhere in the U .S .  

[April 3, 1 965] 

The 12¢ 1 861  Stamps 

Occasional ly  there is a s tamp which is i tsel f  a ttrac tive in design, but has l i ttle 
of in teres t to tel l  about. This is  why my clipping fi le  for this s tamp conta ins  not a 
single i tem. 

The design i s  pleasing.  I t  was the most al tered from the original essay ,  w i th 
the en t ire corner design outside the wavy whi te margin added in each corner. 

All s tamps, Scot t ' s  No. 69, were prin ted in black from Plate 1 6 . S tan ley Ash
brook recorded October 1 6, 1 86 1 , as the earl iest known use. However, Bob 
Markovits  of M iddletown,  New York , may have an earl ier date. 

Approximately 7 , 3 1 4 ,000 stamps w i thout gri l l  and 3 , 700,000 wi th  gri l l  were 
prin ted . The h igh percen tage of gri l led to the total s tamps printed, one third,  is 
most un usual and not found in any other values. Why? 

The 1 2¢ stamp paid the quadruple domestic rate, certa in ly  not much of a de
mand. It is found used wi th other values to pay the 1 5¢ rate to Bremen, 
Hamburg, or to France, or in  pairs to pay the 24¢ rate to England prior to De
cem ber 3 1 ,  1 867,  or a lone to pay the 1 2¢ rate after January 1 ,  1 868 . The reduced 
rate to England explains the increased demand for this  s tamp gri l led . It is found 
gri l led in  three patterns Z ,  E, and F .  

The black color lends i tself  to a ttempts t o  remove cancel lations so that the 
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stamp could be regummed and sold as unused. Col lectors beware ! 
The varieties are double transfer, top only ,  bottom on ly ,  and top and bottom. 

[April  10 ,  1965] 

The 24¢ 1 861  Stamps 

The 24¢ of this i ssue i s  in a class by i tsel f for two reasons:  f irst, the essay design 
was unchanged, and second, the color problems .  The essay of the 30¢ was a l so 
unchanged but a dist inct shade change occurred immediately .  

Al l  24¢ stamps were pri n ted in  the design shown here from Plate 6. The 
stamps are cataloged al  present under three nu mbers, - 60,  the essay number 
August  20th, 1 86 1  (earl ies t  date ) ,  which should cover all colors found unt i l  No. 
70, the red l i lac, appears January 7 ,  1 862. If  this s tatement  were a fact ,  the s teel 
b lue (earl iest  date October 4, 1 86 1 )  would be 60b ins tead of i ts i l logical place
ment now as 70b. 

Shades and tones of s hades are di fficu l t  to describe. Just how are you going lo 
dist inguish the gray l i lac 60a from a gray l i lac 78a? If you happen lo keep a file of 
these columns ,  the table in the August 29th 1 964 S tamps may be helpful lo be tter 
understand the total problem . 

Now, as to quantit ies ;  hereafter are l i s ted the approximate quant i t ies issued 
by shade : No. 60, violet ,  40,000; No.  70b, s teel blue,  80,000; Nos. 70, and 70a, red 
l i lac and brown l i lac,  400,000; Nos.  78 ,  78a, l i l ac ,  gray l i lac and 78b, gray, 
9,620,000 issued wi thout gri l l  and 200,000 wi th the 9x l 3mm F gri l l  pattern only .  

The principal  use of the 24¢ was to pay the s ingle ra te to England unti l  
December 3 1 ,  1 867.  I t  also was used to mul tiples or w i th other values to pay 
higher rates or mul tiple  rates to foreign lands . 

A scratch under the "A"  of postage i s  the only variety in  the des ign . The l i lac 
shade i s  known printed on both sides. 

[April 1 7 ,  1 965] 

The 24¢ 1861  Color Problem 

In the Apri l  28th Siegel sale, eigh teen lots of the 24¢ 1 86 1  on cover were of
fered. In examining these covers and re-examining the 24¢ s tamps off cover in  
my  own collection, the considerable confusion caused by  color prin ti ngs and 
color changel ings of this i ssue suddenly  came in to focus .  
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From a large die proof of the 24¢. 

While the normal use of the 24¢ stamp 
was to pay the postage to England 
prior to 1868 when the rate was 
reduced to 12¢, the stamp on such 
mail sent later would ha ve only been 
used for multiple rates. Here. the 24¢ 
stamp paid the regular 12¢ postage 
plus an extra rate for supplementary 
mail, the letter being mailed at dock
side jus t before the Cunarder, 
"Russia, " sailed. 

While this fee was believed to ha ve 
been usually paid in cash in earlier 
years to a void confusion on treaty 
mail, under the 1868 treaty, the 
steamer lines were paid by the send
ing nation, so that no credit markings 
were needed on outgoing prepaid 
mail. Thus, prepayment of the sup
plementary mail fee by stamp on 
Feb. 10, 1869, would have caused no 
problem. 
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For a discussion of the colors of  
these 24¢ stamps, see Clifford L.  
Friend's article on pages 30-32 of 
"Chronicle" No. 69 (February, 1971). 

THE 1861 STAMPS 

The 24¢ value is one whose design was not changed from the first design to the 
actual i ssue; therefore, colors and the earliest recorded dates of use of these colors 
become a v i tal factor in determining how they shou ld be cataloged. 

Here are the catalog l i s tings in the order of earl iest recorded date of use. An 
examination of this tabulation will poin t  ou t some of the problems. 

Scott # Color Earl iest  Recorded Use 
60 Violet Aug. 20, 1 86 1  

60a Grayish-Lilac Oct. ? ,  1 86 1  
70b S teel Blue Oct. 4 ,  1 86 1  
7 0  Red-Lilac Jan. 7, 1 862 
70a Brown-Lilac Feb. 1 1 , 1 862 
78a Grayish-Lilac Oct. 3 ,  1 862 
78 L i lac Feb. 20, 1 863 

78b Gray ? 
78c Blackish-Violet ( May, 1 864) 

As you look at the table ,  you will notice that varie ties of a color occur earlier 
than the basic colors from which the variety was derived. Thi s  s i tuation had not 
been unnoticed by earl ier students ,  one of whom was S tanley B. Ashbrook. 

Mr. Ashbrook wrote an article in the A merican Ph i latelis t, July 1 946, from 
which he quoted later in writ ing his  Issue No. 9 Specia l Service ( December, 
1 95 1 )  "I presented my bel ief that the 24¢ 1 86 1  Steel B lue was not a natural color. . .  
the 24¢ s tamp was never issued i n  that color. . .  rather the S teel B lue l i s ted in the 
S . U.S .  as 70b was a natural color changel ing of the 24¢ Violet ,  No. 60. " 

The presen t Scott ' s  special ized U. S. catalog warns :  "There are numerous 
shades of the 24¢ stamp in this ,  and the following i ssue. Color changel ings of 
No. 78 are frequently offered as No. 70b. " 

Mr. Ash brook's comment on the above statemen t, which has been used for a 
number of years , was (Page 83 Scott 's Specialized) :  "This  I doubt, and would 
s tate if the i tems referred to are 'changelings in color' ,  -natural ,  of No. 60 and 
No. 70 the Violet and the Red-Violet, respectively. There are many s tamps which 
are sold as No. 78 which are, in  fact, color changel ings of the Red-Li lac No. 70. " 

The U .  S .  Philatel ic Classics Society i s  arranging a workshop on the 1 86 1  and 
fol lowing i ssues during NAPEX in Washington in September 1 964. A discus
s ion of the problems presented by thi s  column might  lead to recommendations 
for a catalog l i s ting which recognizes information garnered s ince the l i s t ings 
were first made. 

[August 29, 1 964] 

The 30¢ 1 86 1  Stamps 

The 30¢ value is akin to the 1 2¢ in that  it hasn ' t  provoked much interest s ince 
it had a l imi ted use and not even one variety in design has been discovered. 

The essay was printed in a very defin i te red-orange shade. Like the 24¢ there 
was no change in design for the regular i ssue but the color of the stamp i ssued, 
Scott 's No. 7 1 ,  was a softer, less bright shade, described as orange. 

The earl iest recorded use i s  August 20, 1 86 1 .  I t  i s  thought that about 3 ,000,000 
s tamps were i ssued wi thout gri l l  and some 282,000 wi th gri l l .  A very small 
number of gri l led all over s tamps were i s sued, but only a very few remain today . 
Practically all are gri lled wi th the 9x l 3mm F gri l l .  

This  stamp has one variety, a printing error, prin ted on both sides. Thi s  i s  one 
of the hardest  stamps of the i s sue to find used in very fine condi tion. In addi tion 
to the perforations not being of the best, cancellations smudged easi ly, and most 
of those found do not appear sharp and clear. 

The 30¢ stamp paid the rate via Prussian Closed Mail to Germany un til  the 
prepaid rate was reduced to 28¢ in October 1 86 1 .  It paid the double rate to France 
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and combined to help pay rates greater than 30¢ to foreign countries. 
Alone, the 30¢ doesn ' t  show up wel l  bu t there is no more beautiful cover than a 

5¢ brown, a 1 0¢ green and a 30¢ combination cover, or uses in combinations wi th 
the l ¢ and 3¢ stamps. 

[April 24, 1 965] 

The 90¢ 1 861  Stamps 

The 90¢ value of any issue is  difficul t  to find used on letter mai l .  No single rate 
of postage even to the far corners of the earth required 90¢ . Therefore all known 
covers using this s tamp bear a multiple rate. 

The design differs from the essay only  by the dotted l ine between the two solid 
l ines forming the peak above "U .S .  Postage. " You wi l l  notice that the portrait of 
Washington is the same as used on the 90¢ 1 860 but framed in an oval .  

I t  is  hard to bel ieve that the 90¢ Plate 18 was not printing s tamps as early as the 
5¢ Plate 1 7 . The 5¢ stamp was known used August 1 9th, but the earl iest recorded 
use of the 90¢ is November 27 ,  1 86 1 .  This  is an Augustine Heard cover from 
Boston to Hong Kong. 

Of the 3 1  covers we have recorded bearing the 90¢ s tamp only one is a domes
tic use, a cover ( front only) from S tockton, Cal . ,  to Rockport, Mass.  

About 388,700 s tamps were printed wi thout gri l l  and 30,000 with the 9x l 3mm 
"F" gril l  only .  

There are no design or printing varieties noted for this stamp. 
This value is the only stamp of this issue not known to have been used on a 

patriotic cover. The fact that it primarily was used on foreign covers does not 
eliminate the use of a patriotic cover, as a number of foreign uses of patriotics 
exist. Have any of our readers ever seen this  stamp used on a patriotic cover? 

[May l ,  1 965] 

U. S.  Classics in Switzerland 
* * * * * * * * * * * *  

Hirtzel covers of the 1 86 1  i ssue were extremely outstanding. One beautiful 
cover was a strip of four of the 5¢ buff postmarked San Fraµcisco. A number of 
uses to the Far East were displayed. Several covers bore stamps of four  denomin
ations of the issue, and one 3¢  government envelope bore four denominations of 
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The Stockton cover bears three 901t 
and other stamps making up a $3.20 
rate. 

Posted in Washington, D. C. July 6. 
1863 and addressed to Sidney. New 
South Wales. this cover is endorsed 
to be sent "Per Steamer via England 
& Marseilles. "  

The rate via Marseilles at that time 
to China was 391t per � ounce and 
451t per Y2 ounce in the complex rating 
combination used tor British mails 
sent across France to Marseilles to 
be sent on eastward by steamer. 

The 901t stamp thus paid a "double" 
rate (per the "8012" red crayon credit 
to England) tor a co ver weighing 
between 34 ounce and one ounce. 
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See page 212 for an explanation of 
the rate on this cover. 
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the 1 86 1  issue. Have you seen another? 
The Swiss Collection also displayed four very in teresting 90¢ 1 86 1  covers .  

Two of these were new to my listings. One was a pair of 3¢ plus 1 0¢ plus 90¢ 
making the 2 x 53¢ or $ 1 .06 via Marseil les rate on 1 5  November 1 865 to Hong 
Kong from the John M iddleton Jr .  correspondence, and the other a pair of 3¢ 
plus a 90¢ or 96¢ via Prussian Closed M ai l  postmarked August 6, 1 868, from 
Salem, Massachusetts to Zanzibar, East Coast of Africa, from the A l fred 
Goodhue correspondence. 

Also included was the earliest known use of the 90¢ 1 86 1  on a cover bearing a 
3¢ plus 5¢ plus 1 0¢ August plus 90¢ or $ 1 .08 double rate via Marsei l les, dated 
November 27,  1 86 1 ,  from Boston to Hong Kong, from the Augustine Heard 
correspondence. (Who can explain this rate? ) The fourth was the 2¢ plus  30¢ 
plus 90¢ pair making the $2. 1 2  quadruple 53¢ rate pos tmarked December 24, 
1 863 , New York to Hong Kong, the Smith,  Archer & Company correspondence. 
About the time we completed recording these covers, it was time for a seminar 
and we were unable to get back and complete recording some beautiful 1 869 
i tems . 

I t  is unfortunate that so many beautiful i tems would be presented to a 
museum in Switzerland where there is m uch less interes t in the U . S .  classics than 
in our own country.  Whether the col lection wi l l  be permanently housed in 
Switzerland, or whether it could be bought at  quite a price by some enterprising 
dealer was not quite clear, as both stories were being repeated at SIPEX. I hope 
that some enterprising dealer wil l  be able to bring these gems back to our 
country and keep them in the hands of active col lectors . 

Uuly 30, 1 966) 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Carl F .  Baker of Huntington, Long Is land, not related except by that c losest of 

ties, s tamp collecting, sent me this c l ipping from the Long Is lander of 1 4  
October 1 965, a H untington, Long I sland weekly:  

1 00 Years A go 
by Estelle Scheinman 

October 1 3, 1 865 
"On the arrival of the mail from San Francisco, on Friday evening last, by the 

s teamer C osta R ica, the employees at the Post Office in N .  Y. ci ty were surprised 
on finding a " letter" on its way to Dresden, in the shape of a cyl inder, which was 
about two and a half  feet long and six inches in diameter, made of tin, on which 
were 1 36 ninety-cen t postage stamps, costing $ 1 22 .40 and in addition to which 
sum $50 had been paid, making the postage on the package $ 1 72.40 which is 
probably the largest amount  ever received for one parcel sen t by mail  s ince the 
establishment of our postal system. "  

Mr. Baker asks, "Wonder what happened to a l l  those 1 36 ninety cents 
stamps? " 

Those 90¢ s tamps are the 1 86 1  issue. A l though the s tamps described may not 
st i l l  remain, more covers are known bearing this stamp than of the 90¢ of ei ther 
the preceding or immediately fol lowing i ssues. Those of us who have one of 
these covers in their col lections are fortunate to have them. 

[Decem her 1 7, 1 966] 

Perforating U. S.  Stamps 

An earl ier column referred to the very few l ¢ 1 86 1  s tamps avai lable in very fine 
condition. The practice of perforating U . S .  s tamps was less than five years old 
when the 1 86 1  issue appeared in August 1 86 1 .  

The National Bank Note Company printed s tamps in sheets o f  200 , bu t di
vided them by hand into sheets of 1 00 prior to perforating. By 1 87 1  and most 
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probably considerably earlier, they had four machines. A l though Scott l i s ts a l l  
the  1 86 1 , 1 869, 1 870 issues as  perf 1 2, carefu l examination shows 1 1 . 85 or  1 1 .95 or 
combinations of these two existing. This indicates the use of more than one 
machine. 

During 1 87 1  expert operators could perforate 7 , 500 sheets per day or 750,000 
stamps, for which they were paid $5 .00 per week. This is approximately three 
times as fas t  as the earliest  machines. 

All the part-perforated errors l i s ted in Scott 's  for the 1 86 1  issue ( the l et , 3¢ ,  5¢ 
and 1 0¢ )  are horizontal , a failure probably to run the sheet through the second 
time. A part perforated error occurs only once in the gri l led issues, the 3¢ "F"  
gril l  and i s  not  lis ted as occurring at  al l  in the 1 869 or  1 870 I ssues. 

Further information on this subject can be found in the Col lectors C lub hand
book Early A merican Perforating Mach ines and Perforations 1 85 7-1867, by 
Winthrop Boggs. 

[March 6, 1 965] 

The 2¢ 1 863 Stamp 

During March 1 863 Congress approved a postal act abol i shing carrier fees and 
establishing a prepaid rate of 2¢ for drop letters . This rate could be paid by two 
I ct stamps, but the large anticipated demand made the issuing of our first 2¢ post
age s tamp and 2¢ embossed government envelopes practical .  

Phil  Ward quoted in one of his columns a June 6,  1 863 letter from J .  Mac
donough, Secretary of  the National Bank Note Co. acknowledging receipt of a 
letter from A. N .  Zevely ,  Third Ass ' t  P . M . G . ,  " ins tructing us to print the 2 ct .  
Postage S tamps in black , "  and continues: "The printing commences this  morn
ing and we will be prepared to supply the demand on the 1 s t of July . " 

The 2¢ was printed from seven plates: 28 to 3 1 ,  50, 5 1  and 53 .  An interes ting 
side note here. The la ter printing of the 2¢ and 1 5¢ denominations helps us 
determine when certain of the fifty-three plates may have been made. The 3¢  was 
the only one of the original denominations for which plates were made after May 
1 863 .  Three plates, 38  to 40, never were used to print  s tamps. These might have 
been l et  plates, because the use of l et s tamps decreased greatly after J uly 1 863 . 

I t  is estimated that 256,566,000 2¢ s tamps were issued without gril l  and an 
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The earliest recorded use of the Black 
Jack on co ver (as per "Chronicle " for 
Aug. , 1976). Used from Philadelphia, 
July 10, 1863 on a circular to Canada, 
this is confirmed by the red Canadian 
backstamp, traced below. 

'\ P L t  � .J Y I  7--</t.Si 
� 1 863 � 

/ 't U . C ./ 
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addi tional 75,000,000 with gri l l  in D, Z,  E ,  and F patterns. The decline of de
mand for the 1 ¢ can be seen from the 1 0,000,000 issued gri l led compared with the 
75,000,000 2¢ stamps issued gri l led. Plate varieties exist, such as cracked plate, 
double and triple transfer, and short transfer. Also the printed on both sides 
printing variety. 

Maurice Cole has tabulated forty covers bearing bisected stamps. Al though 
this practice was outlawed by the PMG in 1 853, the practice existed during the 
middle 1 860 's ,  primarily for the 2¢ only. Most uses show a bisected stamp with 
another 2¢ stamp to pay the three-cent postage. A number of 2¢ bisected covers 
are known to be faked. 

[July IO,  1 965] 

Correction on Column of July 1 0th on 2¢ 1 863 Stamp 

I ncorrect: "Three plates, 38 to 40, never were used to print s tamps. " 
Correct:  Nos.  38, 39 and 40, which are missing from the ( National Bank N ote 

Co. ) sequence, are those for the stamps for newspapers and periodicals, issued in 
1 865 . Plates 56, 57 ,  58, 59 and 60 are the plates made for the reissue of  1 875 and 
not for the original issue. 

[November 20, 1 965] 

Why Jackson's Portrait on the 2¢ Black Jack? 

Why should Andrew Jackson 's portrait  have been chosen in March 1 863 to be 
the first President 's  portrait  other than Washington and Jefferson to be engraved 
on a U.S .  postage stamp? 

It was probable that all Presidents other than Washington and Jefferson who 
had passed away prior to the date of selection were considered. The choice could 
be made from the two Adams, John and John Quincy, Madison , Monroe, 
Jackson, Van Buren , Wi l l iam Henry Harrison , Tyler, Polk, and Taylor. 

Of the eligible Presidents only  John and John Quincy Adams from Massa
chuseus and M artin Van Buren of New York were from states not a part of the 
Confederacy. 

Why Andrew Jackson, a native of Tennessee, then a state of the Confederacy? 
Andrew Jackson's portrait had been used on a number of bank notes, issued by 
Tennessee banks in the 1 850's .  The National Bank Note Co. ,  the printers of this 
s tamp, had also printed a number of these bank notes . 

Confederate po?tage stamps used the portraits of three Presidents of the 
Uni ted S tates: Thomas Jefferson on the 1 0¢ in November 1 86 1 ,  Andrew Jackson 
on the 2¢ in M arch 1 862, and George Washington on the 20¢ in 1 863 . 

Maurice Cole in his book, The B lack jacks of 1 863-67, devotes a chapter to this 
question . Was this stamp, printed in black, in tended as a commemorative? What 
was there about Andrew Jackson to commemorate? Born in South Carol ina in 
I 767, defender of New Orleans in 1 8 15 ,  inaugurated in 1 829, he passed away in 
June, 1 845 .  This stamp was certainly not a memorial . 

Some Southern congressmen had threatened seccession because of the tariff of 
1 828. At a Jefferson Day dinner in Washington during Apri l ,  1 830 Andrew 
Jackson proposed a toast :  "Our Federal Union; i t  must be preserved. " 

It has been observed that Jackson 's portrait  may have been used as a gesture to 
indicate the desire of the Northern States to reunite with the Confederate S tates 
and re-establ ish the Federal Union. 

Probably government records or leuers of the Post Office Departmen t exist 
which answer the question raised. But as the research on this column progressed 
it became clear that the avai labi l i ty of the engraving and the Confederate use of 
Jackson's portrait  may have prompted the decision . 

[August 7, 1 965] 
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The "Atherton" Shift 

Have you ever heard of the "Atherton " sh i ft? S tan ley Ashbrook di scovered and 
named i t . He commented on i t  as fol lows in  an article in  the Apri l 1 946 issue of 
The A merican Ph i late list: 

"Here we have one of the most remarkable double transfers on lJ. S .  s tamps . . .  I 
have for years classed the One Cent 1 85 1 ,  Type I I ,  89R2 as the No.  I among re

markable examples of this  variety, and th i s  2¢ B lack Jack could rank as No.  2 .  
Perhaps some would even rank i t  equal to  the  1 ¢ , 89R2 . "  

" I  first saw the (Atherton shift )  in the Herbert P .  Atherton col l ection i n  1 922 . 
In  addi tion to (a )  s ingle ,  off-cover copy , Mr .  Atherton also had a cover wi th a 
strip of three, the lefthand stamp in the s tr ip bei ng th is remarkable double 
sh i ft . " 

Tony Russo, the wel l  known Chicago dealer and col lector of the 2¢ Black 
Jack, very recently added th i s  cover to his col lection and provided the 
accompanying photo of the stamp on his cover . Some years ago Stan Ashbrook 
sen t Tony a picture of this  cover which he had taken on August 28, 1 922. It was 
sold  to Brigham for $63 .00 as Lot 1 66 in the first Emerson Sale ,  auctioned by 
Daniel F.  Kel leher October 19, 1 93 7 .  The back of  the cover has a notation of 
"$ 1 75 "  (probably Emerson ' s  cost ) ;  also, "on ly three si ngles know n " .  Two single 
copies are i l l ustra ted on pages 2 1 1 and 2 1 2  of Brookman ' s  The 1 9th  Cen tury 
Postage Stamps of the  Un ited States .  

I t  i s  bel ieved this  variety came from a first condit ion of the  plate .  After dis 
covery, the position was erased and a fresh entry made, hence poss ibly not many 
sheets con taining the sh i ft were sold .  The cover was pos ted at Warrenton,  
Virginia ,  May 1 3 th 1 867 .  

[August 22 ,  1964] 
Below: The "Russo " cover. described above. 

�· tn .� ·� 7. /I'. · I � 

Another Remarkable 2¢ Black Jack 

\. 

Si nce the remarka b le sh i f t pict ured hcrc w a s  d i scovnl'd bv ;\ l a n· in Pres t o n .  
o f  Ferndale ,  Michigan,  wh i le perusing a dealer ' s  s tock in 1 95 1 ,  i t  could b e  righ tly 
cal led the "Preston " sh i ft .  

At  the recent NAPEX in  Washington, D .  C . , Mrs .  Arthur Lane, the phi la te l ic 
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The Atherton shift Note the extensive 
doubling at upper left. 

The left stamp of the strip of three on 
the cover at left, showing the A therton 
shift 

The original "Preston Shift. " 
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As of August. 1982, eleven copies of  
the A therton shift had been recorded. 

The Preston shift, a second copy. 
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curator for Harry F. Al len , of  S t .  Petersburg, Florida, poi n ted out  and expla ined 
the many un usual i tems in th i s  outstandi ng 2¢ B lack Jack exh ibi t .  

My eyes popped out when I saw thi s  unusual s tamp,  especial ly  s i nce i t  i s  
moun ted wi th  a photograph , another prin t  of which I had ju s t  received a week 
earlier from Mr. Preston.  

Thi s  double transfer i s  certa in ly  as remarkable as the "Atherton" sh i ft ,  wh ich 
appears in the upper left hand corner of the s tamp. The "Pres ton" shift appears 
a l l  along the right s ide of the stamp from the top to the bottom.  Thi s  is not as 
s trong a double transfer as the "Atherton . "  

Un l i ke the "Atherton, " o f  which a l  least four copies are known ,  n o  other copy 
of  the " Pres ton " shif t  has been reported to ei ther Mr. Preston or Mr. A l len.  

Stanley Ashbrook once commented to Tony Russo,  a well -known col lector of 
B lack Jacks , that al most every Black Jack had a sh i ft in it i f  you looked for i t  
carefu l l y .  A tremendous quanti ty  o f  these stamps were prin ted and the plates 
took hard wear; consequent ly ,  every i mperfec t tran sfer showed up sooner or la ter 
dur ing d i fferen t s tages of wear on the plates .  

[November 1 4, 1 964] 

Black Jack Preston Shift 

Referr ing back to our colu m n  of 1 4  November, 1 964 , we pictured a s tamp wi th 
a large double transfer along the whole r ight  s ide. This  was cal led the "Preston " 
sh i ft after M arvin Preston of Ferndale,  M ich igan , who picked i t  out of a dealer ' s  
s tock in 1 95 1 .  

Unl ike the " Atherton" shi ft ,  of which at  leas t four copies are known,  no other 
copy of the "Pres ton " sh i ft has been recognized unt i l  Leo S tawecki  of Detroi t  
produced the copy i l lustrated here, a second copy. 

For those of our readers who perhaps do not have access to our earl ier column 
we would l i ke to repeat that a t  the time of the earl ier column no other copy of 
th i s  shif t  had been reported. We are del igh ted, therefore, to be able to report a 
second copy.  We thank Marv in  Pres ton for forwarding the photograph and 
in formation to us .  

[June 1 7, 1 967] 

T he 15¢ 1 866 Stamp 

The portrai t  of Lincoln was the fourth portrai t  of a Pres ident  of the Uni ted 
S ta tes to appear on a postage s tamp. This  was the first 1 5 ¢  stamp to be issued by 
the U n i ted S ta tes .  It is a l so a leading con tender to be considered for the honor of 
the first commemorative s tamp i ssued. 

It has become the custom to i s sue a commemorative on the ann iversary of the 
event commemorated. John Luff, therefore, assumed the issue date to be April 
1 5 ,  1 866, one year fol lowing Abraham Lincoln ' s  death . However, to date the 
earl iest recorded cover is  pos tmarked Chicago, I l l inois ,  J u ly 2 ,  ( 1 866) .  Does 
anyone have an earl ier use? 

Norton York has scotched the popular bel ief  that the 1 5¢ denom ination was 
created to pay the postal regis trat ion fee. Actual ly the fee was 20¢ from Ju ly  I ,  

1 863 , to Decem ber 3 1 ,  1 868 , a t  w hich time i t  was reduced to 1 5¢ and remained so 
for the next f i ve years. After J u ne I ,  1 867 ,  th i s  fee had to be prepaid by s tamps.  

Norton York suggests the 1 5¢ value was establ i shed to pay for newspapers and 
per iodica l s .  I bel ieve the 1 5¢ s tamp was issued to pay the 1 5¢ s ingle rate to 
France, which was i n  effect unt i l  December 3 1 ,  1 869.  

I have j us t  looked through the auction catalogs for the Knapp, Moody, 
Caspary , Newbury,  and Krug S ales and find very few covers wi th  the 1 5 ¢  s tamp. 
Al I of these are addressed to France or beyond, beyond Prussia or to the Far East .  
A prominen t Chicago col lector has in  h i s  co l lection 1 5¢ covers to over forty 
foreign countries. 
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All  the 1 5¢ s tamps were printed from Plate 4 1 ,  approximately 2, 1 39,300 wi th
out gri l l  and 2 ,500,000 with gri l l ,  the only s tamp in this issue to have more i ssued 
gri l led than wi thout gri l l .  The gri l l s  are Z ,  a find of j us t  a few years ago, E and F. 
The only plate variety is a double transfer. 

[July 24 , 1965] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
The Sco t t  # 7 7  l 5c  l . i n rn l n  Derby i s  now goi n g  s trong.  Covers have been found 

used i n  J u n t' and  I h a \'l' report s  o f  M a y  covers .  M y  a rt i cl e  i n  Stamps severa l 

mon t h s  ago d i scu ss i n g  my disrnvny of a .J u l y  2, l 81i6 cover,  w h ich  preda ted 

Ash broo k ' s  recmd by m ore t h a n  a mon t h ,  has ca used a lot o f  people  to check the i r  

m a t t>r i a l  a n d  new f i n d s  have  been m a de .  

[February l l ,  1 967) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Addt>d u n dn t h e  I c 1 86 1  was  �1 I c p l u s  3 <'  envelope ,  pl us a 2<' cover i 1 1  us t ra t ing  

the  ferriage ra te  to Canada and some commen t s  a bo u t  t ilt' I <t i n d i go bei n g  u n der

va l ued. 

The 2 C  .J ackson pages i nc l ude a pho to  of  t he · · A t hert o n  S h i f t " cover and a 

p ic ture o f  t he ea r l ies t  r t'corded cover .  A l so ,  a sec t ion 011 t h e  B l ack  J ack  reissue and 
i l l u s t ra t i o n  of  a l argt' b lock from plate #.'> 7 .  A discuss ion of some forty known 

b i sect s ,  mos t l y  from sma 1 1  towns,  i s  i nc l  udcd.  

U nder the 3 <1  1 86 1 ,  photos arc inc l uded of  the  so-ca l l ed precancel led stamp on 

A l bany cover bu t which  B rookman prefers to con s i der a con tro l m ark;  two 

l . i n co l n  Pres iden t i a l  Campa ign covers ; L i n co l n  a n d  ot h er pa t r io t ic  covers and 

fou r  Magnus covers ;  t wo Wel l s  Fargo cover s w i t h  s t a m ps added to  pay addi t iona l  

ra tes ;  a n d  a bl ock of four i m perf hor i zo n t a l l y .  

· l "he S c  h a s  added i 1 1  u s t  ra t ions w i th t he bu ff a n d  red-brmn1 a n d  new commen ts  

on  t ht' 5<r  re i s sue  i l l u s t ra t ing  notch dra w i n gs and photo of  p la te  # 5 8 .  

A d i scuss ion of t h e  I Oc Augu s t  i n cl u des i I I  us t ra t ions  of t h e  Ii rs t  day of  use and  

com me n t s  on an  i n teres t i ng re-en t ry  on 9· 1 R -l.  
A J O <t Sept e m ber i ssue i l l us tra tes a u s e  on a Pony cover from the  eas t ,  a n d  Wel l s  

Fargo co,·ers from S a n  Francisco to Bos t o n .  A l so i ncl uded i s  a note  o n  t h e  regis try 

fee paid by I Oc s ta mps .  A bt>au t i fu l  cover i s  p ic t ured bear ing s ix  J Oc s tamps 

pay i n g  a q u a d ru pl e  rate to Par i s .  A fake ! Oct s tamp i s  a l so  show n .  

The 1 2 <1 sec t i on i n c l udes commen t s  o n t h e  use t o  pay reg i s t ra t io n  fe e  and 

i l l u s trates  u ses to France a n d  to Germ any .  

The 2·! <1 red- l i l ac i l l u s t ra tes a b lock  of  s ix  from p la te #6 and a 3 5 c· b row n - l i lac 

cover from P h i l adel ph i a  to S w i tzer l and .  A l so  a b lack i s h - v io l e t  use on S t.  Loui s  

cm·er t o  E n gland .  

The 3 0c i I I  us t ra t ions  i nc l ude a cen tered b lock of  four ,  a CO\ er to  Cape  of  Good 

H ope, a ;)Qc N e"· Yor k  suppl emen tary m a i l  cover to Paris , and a use to Hong 

Kong.  

The 90ct sec t ion i nc l  udcs a p ic ture of  b locks  of  four and e igh t ,  the  earl ies t  

know n recorded use covn, and two covers sho\\· i n g  uses  to  Hong Kong. 

[June 24, 1 967) 

Patent Cancels 

Pa ten t cance l s  \\TH' f i r s t  u sed in 1 860 or 1 86 1  and were d i sco n t i n ued a bo u t  

1 866, w i t h  t h e  adw·n t o f  gri l l ed s tamps .  On I y t w o  have been seen on 1 867 gri I led 

s t a mps and none on the 1 869 i s sues .  

The use of  town h andstamps and d a t e s  du r i n g  t h e  1 85 1 - 5 7  period was  u nsa t i s

factory , m a i n l y  because the  s tamps w ere n o t  s u ff ic ien t l y  defaced to p reven t 

c lea n i n g  and reuse.  The Pos tmas ter General  o f  t h e  U n i ted S ta tes i s sued an order 

257 

From letter of Robert Marko vits on 
earliest known usages. For the com
plete column, see page 137 

The term "ferriage, " as used here. 
isn 't really appropriate as no ferry 
charges were involved such as was 
the case for an earlier Canadian 
"ferriage " rate. Rather. this was a 
special cross border rate between 
exchange offices. See the "Co ver 
Corner" in "Chronicle" No. 69 (Feb . 
1971) 

For data on Black Jack bisects, see 
articles by Dr. Joseph Rorke in 
"Chronicles " Nos. 96 (Nov. , 1977) and 
1 14 (May, 1982). 

This section refers to the issuance of 
the revised edition of Brookman 's 
opus on U. S. stamps. See pages 26-
27 for the full column. 

These paragraphs refer to the 
sections on the 1861 issues. Some of  
these notes refer to  material which 
has since been updated, elsewhere. 
Reference should be made to the 
Brookman work to follow Mr. Baker's 
discussion in detail. 
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Actually, the markings covered by 
the Norton patent of 1859 differ from 
these. See page 220. 

A t  left: New York City use: at right: 
Albany, N. Y 

The hands tamped duplex with patent 
killer used at Albany in the 1860's. 
The sharp "cookie cutter" in the center 
of the killer was intended to cut a 
circular section out of the stamp so 
that stamps removed for re-use would 
have a hole in them. This cover shows 
not only the ring of the cutter and the 
cork in which it was placed, but 
portions of the postmarking device 
which held together the two parts of 
the duplexed postmark 

Here. Mr. Baker was referring to the 
use of specific New York patent killers 
as being discontinued in 1862 and 
renewed in 1866. 

PA TENT CANCELS OF THE 186l'S 

on July 23, 1 860, prohibiting the cancellation of s tamps by the dating or the 
postmarking device. This order necessi tated the use of two separate and distinct 
devices, as wel l  as two operations, in order to date the letter and cancel the s tamp. 
As a resul t  many postmasters adopted a killer that would break the fibers of the 
stamps, thereby permi tting the ink to permeate the s tamp in such a manner that 
i t  would effectually prevent cleaning. By common usage these cancellations are 
referred to as " patent cancel lations . " 

The earliest patent, No.  25036, was issued to M arkus P. Norton of Troy, New 
York, on August 9, 1 859, with later improvements .  This l ikely covered the 
Albany, Buffalo, and Rochester cancels .  (See Albany example in accompanying 
i l lustration) .  

The New York Ci ty Postmaster made his  own experiments and first used a 
target cancel ler ,  as early as October 1 5 , 1 862 , and in addi tion a knife blade device, 
patented by Norton . A New York City patent cancel is  shown in the accompany
ing i l lustration . 

Another patent, No. 38222, was issued to Ward Francis in New York City on 
Apri l 2 1 ,  1 863 . This paten t prevented the cutter from going deeper than the 
stamps, so the envelope and i ts contents would not be cut also. 

Numerous examples of the New York patent cancel s  are found in October and 
November 1 862 . These knife cancels seem to be separate from the dater. A tri
angular punch was also used as a part of cork ki l lers, in  addi tion to the knife 
punches. The use of these punches s topped in  December 1 862. They are not 
found again until 1 866. 

[June 20, 1 964] 

w • I 

. ' 

dv zf����� · D� 

.14.� : _ : · f� �  
The 1861  Patent Cancels 

Mr. Wi l l iam Dunnavant wrote us about our June 20th col umn: 
"You state that the use of (patent) cancels was discontinued abou t 1 866. A 

copy of Scott No. 1 78 ( 1 875)  in my col lection . . .  is cancel led with an irregular 
black circle which surrounds a square, grid-l ike punched area. The punches in 
most cases completely penetrate the paper, and are edged with black ink. There 



1861 COMBINA TION COVERS 

were cancels which penetrated the s tamps paper (patent cance l s )  used late into 
the 1 880' s " .  

Another reader adds:  "A ' twister' was used o n  3¢  greens. I t  scraped away a 
circular band from the surface of the stamp . . .  There was more than one type of 
such scarifiers . " 

[December 1 9, 1 964] 

Other Patent Cancels 

Phi ladelphia,  Pennsylvania, used a knife cance l l ing device consisting of 
twelve blades, arranged in circu lar form, and at tached to the town cancel ler. The 
rar l i t> s l  rrconlcd use is M a rc h  2 1 . 1 8 f i3 . a n d o n h· u s e s  d u r i n g  M a rc h .  A pr i l  a n d  

1 l w  far ! y pa r l  of  ;\LI \. of  1 863 seem 1 o h a  n' been c u  I b Y  I h e  b l a dt:'s . T h e y  \\'( ' IT IH'\ <'I 

as s h arp as 1 h ose u sed in N e \,. Y o r k  C : i l Y  ( s h o w n  b s l  we e k ) .  

Covers dated late i n  M a y  o f  1 863 and thereafter, have cancel lations s imi lar to 
the stamp at the righ t in I l l .  # 1 ,  but appear as ordinary grid cancel la tions, pos
sibly because the blades were never sharpened and became du l l  from wear. 

This cancel lation has been seen on the 1 ¢ , 3¢ ,  1 0¢ ,  24¢ and 2¢  s tamps off cover, 
but only on the 1 ¢ , 3¢ ,  3¢ compound envelopes,  and 1 0¢ on cover. 

The Charlestown , South Carol ina, k i l ler is i l l us trated at the left in I l l .  #2; and 
the Fal l  River, Mass . ,  k i l ler is shown at the righ t. 

Other ci ties where patent cancels  were used were Ti l ton , N. H . ;  New Bruns
wick,  N. ] . ;  Mansfield,  Mass . ;  Canal Dover, Ohio ;  Cerro Gordo I l l . ;  S t . Cla i rs
v i l le, Pa. ; Youngsvi l le ,  Pa. ; Mt. Clemens, Mich. ; Wethersfie ld ,  Conn . ;  and West 
Haven, Conn. 

[June 27, 1 964] 

1 861  Combination Covers 

A previous column reported 87 combination covers bearing stamps of the 
1 85 1 -57 issues. The ratio of covers bearing three values to those bearing four 
values was 1 7  to 1 .  W hat is your guess this  ratio wi l l  be for the 1 56 covers tabu lat
ed bearing the stamps of the 1 86 1  i ssue? 

The tabulation is  as fol l ows: 1 2  covers with three val ues and 2 wi th four values 
used in 1 86 1 ; 40 covers wi th three values and 3 covers with four va lues used in 
1 862; 1 6  covers with three values and 2 covers with four values used in 1 863 ; 1 8  
covers with three values and one cover with four values used i n  1 864 ;  1 9  covers 
with three values and 2 covers with four values used in 1 865 ; 6 covers with three 
values used in 1 866; 6 covers with three values used in 1 867 ; 3 covers wi th three 
values used in 1 868; 2 covers wi th three values and 2 with four values used in 
1 869. In addition, 22 covers were recorded, a l l  bearing three values, where the 
year of use is uncertain .  

The ratio was 13  to 1 for the 1 56 covers tabu lated . How wel l  did you guess? 
You wi l l  note that there are more 4 -denom ination covers appearing in the 1 86 1  
period. 

Did you notice the sudden reduction in combination covers after 1 865? A 
reduction from over 20 to but 6 a year. What may have caused this? 

The first 1 5¢ s tamp was i ssued a year after President Linco ln ' s  death.  This 
denomination could replace several combinations of smal ler denominations of 
s tamps used to pay large rates. 

Prior to January 1 ,  1 867 ,  there was no contract mai l  service across the Pacific 
to Hong Kong, China and Japan . The Postal Act of February 1 7 , 1 865 , provided 
for a service to Japan and China. On August 28th,  1 865, a contract was signed 
with the Pacific Mail S teamship Company at $500 ,000 per annum for 1 2  round 
trips between San Francisco and Hong Kong touching Hono lu lu and 
Kanagawa ( Yokohama), Japan going and coming. Four s teamships from 3500 
to 4000 tons were to be built .  Service was to commence January 1 867 .  The postal 
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Illustration #1. Two Philadelphia 
cancels. 

Illustration #2. Left: Charleston. S. C. 
Right. Fall River. Mass. 
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See articles on the use of the China & 
Japan Steam Service markings in 
"Chronicles " Nos. 73, 75 and 76 (Feb . 
Aug. and No v ,  1972) and No. 1 1 1  
(Aug. , 1981). 

A lso see pages 310-3 1 1. 

The cover at right bears two each: 
30¢ and 1q; 1861 stamps and a 10¢ for 
a total of 72¢. This co ver appeared in 
the "Cover Corner" of "Chronicle" No. 
49 (Feb. 1950) with the question. 
"Why, with '12¢ postage was the cover 
marked partially due and 'three 
allowed'?" 

Posted at  Key West, Fla .. Dec. 31 .  
1862. the co ver is backstamped at 
Callan. Ireland (to where it is ad
dressed) on Jan. 19, 1863. It was 
marked "SHORT PAID" at New York 
and 20¢ or 5q; per rate. debited to 
England. as it went by British Packet. 

Per the answer in "Chronicle " No. 
50. the British allowed three rates. 
and charged but one as due. probably 
because the '12¢ postage on the co ver 
more than covered the 20¢ debited. 

1861 COMBINATION CO VERS 

rate became 1 0¢ per Y2 ounce, quite a d i fference from 45¢ via Southampton or 53¢ 
per Y2 ounce via Marse i l les .  

Actual ly  only six trips were completed in 1 867 .  A separate contract for 
Honolulu service was awarded to another l ine and a supplementa l  monthly  
service from Japan to Shanghai was created and permiss ion gran ted to make the 
Japan to Hong Kong service a branch l ine .  

The las t  recorded trans-Atlantic cover to China was addressed to S hanghai in 
August  1 866. This  i s  from the Ives correspondence. 

Is  th i s  sufficient explanation for the dramatic reduction in  numbers of com
bination covers after 1 865? 

[September 28, 1 963] 

An 1861 combination cover with a 
pair of 10¢. a 3q; and a 1¢ stamp for a 
total of 24¢ on a co ver sent from San 
Francisco to Italy in No v . .  1864 The 
cover has "N. Y. Am Pkt" and "PAID 
ONL Y TO ENGLA ND"  markings. A 
"Chronicle " "Cover Corner" puzzle in 
Nos. 56 and 57 (No v . . 1967 and Feb . 
1968). the problem was to explain the 
rate markings. 

The answer was complex but the 
gist is that the cover was sent to 
England by open mail by American 
packet so that 3q; was wasted. The 
markings sho w the handling by 
England, France and Italy as a due 
letter. 



RATES SEEN ON 1861 CO VERS 

( Ra tes on 1 861  Covers) 

1 86 1  Combinations 

The combination cover i s  defined as one bearing three or more stamps of 
di fferen t values .  In  an earlier column,  we reported the rates which the 1 85 1 -57 
combinations paid. This  wil l  be the f irst  of two columns reporting these rates for 
the 1 86 1  Issue. 

6¢ Double domestic ra te 
1 0¢ Domestic ra te to the Pacific Coast  prior to July  I ,  1 863 ; to Canada 
1 1  ¢ To Canada, plus I ¢  U . S .  Carrier or . .  WA Y "  

1 2¢ To Nassau i n  the Bahamas 
1 4¢ I ¢  underpay of the 1 5¢ rate to France 
1 5¢ Five t imes the domestic 3¢  rate ; to N ova Scotia; to I ta l y  by Prussian 

Closed Mail after Apri l I ,  1 868. 
1 6¢ Rate to Bremen plus carrier; ra te to France plus carrier 
1 8¢ Six times the domestic 3¢  rate; and s ingle domestic rate plus regi stra tion 

fee 
1 9¢ To Swi tzerland via Hamburg or Bremen Packet 
2 1 ¢  To Swi tzerland via French Mai l ;  to I ta l y  via England through France 
24¢ To England 
27¢ To Brussel s ,  Belgium via Prussian C losed Mail 
28¢ To Ger ma n y  and A u s t r i a  v i a  P r u s s i a n  C l osl'd Ma i l :  n a  Brl' m l'n  to 

Rome, I taly 
30¢ Double rate to France; double rate to Nova Scotia 
3 1 ¢  Double rate to France, plus  carrier 
32¢ Double 1 2¢ rate plus  8¢  regi s tration to England 
34¢ To Barbados ; to Ecuador via Brit ish Packet 
35¢ To Russia via Prussian Closed Mai l ;  Ca l i fornia to Swi tzerland v ia  

Prussian Closed Mai l ;  to  S t .  Thomas-an overpay of  I ¢  via Havana 
37¢ To St .  Petersburg, Russ ia  via Prussian Closed Mai l  prior to 1 866 
38¢ Double rate to I ta ly  via Prussian Closed Mai l  prior to Apri l  I ,  1 868 . 

Cal i forn ia to Switzerland via Prussian C losed Mai l  prior to Ju ly  I ,  1 863; 
to Norway via Di rect S teamer to Germany 

39¢ To Arabia via Marsei l les ;  to Austral i a  v ia  Marse i l les 
42¢ To I taly via Bri t ish Open Mai l  
43¢  California to I taly v ia  France 
44¢ To Swatow, China-2¢ overpay ,  double rate via M arse i l les 
45¢ To Zanzibar, India ,  Austra l ia ,  Singapore , Hong Kong and Shanghai via 

Marse i l les ;  triple rate to France; to St. Catherines and Braz i l  via Un i ted 
Kingdom 11 11  t i i  Oc t o be r  3 0 ,  1 861) ; t o  Ca pf' of Good Ho p< ' ;  t o  Port uga l ,· i a  

Southampton 

[July 4, 1 964] 

Combination Covers 

A Combination Cover discussed in the fol lowing,  is one which carries three 
values, or more, of the 1 86 1  Issue.  Our column of July  4 th brough t us to the 45¢ 
rate ;  this week ' s  column includes those above 45¢ :  

46¢ To Sidney, Austra l ia-overpay I ¢  via Marse i l les ;  to Norway via Prus-
sian Closed Mai l  

47¢ To Shanghai-overpay 2¢ v ia Southampton 
48¢ Double rate to England 
53¢ To Amoy and Shanghai v ia  Marse i l les  after July I ,  1 863 
56¢ To I ndia-double 28¢ rate via Southampton ;  to Germany-double pre

paid 28¢ rate via Prussian Closed Mai l  
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This listing refers to various rated 
co vers which the Messrs Baker had 
recorded with franking by three or 
more stamps of different values. 

Where these rates do not seem to 
agree with published fact:;, it should 
be noted they are based upon co vers 
seen and recorded bearing such, as 
comprised with three or more different 
stamps. 

For up-to-date information on the 
rates, see "United States Letter Rates 
to Foreign Destinations, " by Charles 
J Starnes, published by Leonard 
Hartmann, Louisville, Ky , 1982. 
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A cover with a huge mourning band 
sent by Mary Lincoln to Washington 
Territory on July 17. 1865. before she 
was granted the franking privilege 
by Congress as the widow of President 
A braham Lincoln. This was sent three 
months after his assassination and 
seven months before she was given 
the franking privilege. 

Compare the manuscript of the 
address with the tracing of Mrs. 
L incoln 's signature above. 

From "Philatelic Reminiscences of the 
Year. 1866. " Also see pages 308 and 
329. 

57¢ 

60¢ 
63¢ 
66¢ 
68¢ 
72¢ 
74¢ 
90¢ 
96¢ 

$ 1 .02 
$ 1 .05 
$ 1 .06 
$ 1 .08 

$ 1 . 32  
$ 1 .35 
$ 1 .44 
$ 1 .95 
$2 . 1 2  

CO VERS OF THE 1860'S 

To S ingapore, Hong Kong and S hanghai  via Marse i l les prior to July  I ,  
1 863 
To St. Petersburg, Russia-double rate via France 
To Swi tzerland - triple rate via France 
To Cape of Good Hope - double rate via England 
To Chile - double rate via Bri t ish Mai l  
To Ireland - triple rate to  Great Bri tain 
To St. Petersburg, Russia-double rate via Prussian Closed Mai l  
To Brazi l-double rate via Uni ted Kingdom prior to  October 30, 1 865 
Quadruple rate to Liverpool ,  England 
Double single ra te via Marsei l les to Shanghai prior to Ju ly  1 ,  1 863 
Seven times 1 5¢ ra te to France 
Double 53¢ rate to Hong Kong and S hanghai after July  1 ,  1 863 
Double 5 1 ¢  rate plus extra 6¢ French rate for over 1 5  grammes, less than 
22� grammes to Shanghai and Hong Kong 
To Austral ia-quadruple 33¢ rate in 1 866 
To Amoy, China-triple 45¢ rate via Southampton 
Six t imes rate to London, England 
Thirteen times 1 5¢ ra te to Bordeaux, France 
Quadruple rate to Hong Kong via Marse i l les afler Ju ly  1 ,  1 863 

[July 1 1 ,  1 964] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

By searching the Postal Laws we find the Act of I O  February 1 866 conferring 
the franking privi lege on Mary Li ncoln ,  to cover a l l  let ters and packets by mai l 
to and from her. An interes t ing co l l ect ion might be assembled of mai l  to or from 
the widows of presiden ts prior to the t ime the franking priv i l ege was awarded by 
Congressional action . 

The Act of 1 2  June 1 866, Sect ion 1 ,  provided for the forwarding of prepaid and 
free let ters at request of the party addressed, from one pos t office to another, 
wi thout addi tional postage and the return of dead let ters to the wri ter free of 
postage . 

[February 19, 1966] 



THE 1867 GRILLS 

The 1867 Grills 

The s tamps of the 1 86 1  issue produced some firs ts .  They were the first U . S .  
s tamps to be gri l led to prevent removal of the cancellation and re-use. Wi th one 
small exception, gri l ls  were only applied to s tamps printed by the National 
Bank Note Company . They were used on the 1 869 and 1 870 issues also. Each 
value of the stamps of a l l  gri l led issues was gri l led, but not with a l l  patterns of 
gril l s .  

Much remains to  be  discovered and verified about the early use  of gri l l s .  W.  L .  
S tevenson, El l iott Perry, and Lester Brookman have given these stamps much 
s tudy. Robert A.  Siegel made the latest discovery, a 1 5 ¢  Z gril l ,  while examining 
the gri l led s tamps in the Newbury col lection .  Oddly enough, another turned up 
shortly thereafter. 

Mr. S tevenson commented many years ago: 
"Z grills on the 1 5¢ 1 867? . .  .The Z gri l l  was evidently used on issued s tamps 

only up to about March 1 868, at the latest, and possibly not after February 1 868. 
Gri l l ing of the 1 5¢ did not begin before about May 1 868. It i s  highly  improbable 
that anyone will find thi s  value showing the Z gri l l " .  It took possibly fifty years 
to prove S tevenson wrong. 

The following l is ts the Scott number for each of the 1 867 gri l l s .  The gri l l  
points were up for A ,  B,  and C; down for D, Z, E ,  and F:  1 ¢ value-Z (85A), E (86) ,  
F (92 ) .  2¢ value-D (84) ,  Z (85B),  E (87) ,  F (93 ) .  3 ¢  value A (79), B (82) ,  C (83) ,  D 
(85 ) ,  Z (85C),  E (88) ,  F (94 ) .  5¢ Value-A (80) ,  F (95 ). 1 0¢ value-Z (85D ) ,  E (89) ,  F 
(96) .  1 2¢ value- Z (85E) ,  E (90) ,  F (97 ) .  1 5¢ value- Z (85F),  E (9 1 ), F (98) .  24¢ 
value- F (99). 30¢ value-A ( 8 1 ), F ( 1 00 ) .  90¢ value-F ( 1 0 1 ) . 

The first sheets were gril led all over. These proved very difficul t  to handle. 
This plan was abandoned for smaller rectangular gri l ls .  They first measured 1 8  
x 1 5  mm. ,  then became sl ightly smaller as the experimental work continued, 
finally becoming 9 x 1 3  mm. ,  the F gri l l .  The earlier gri l ls-A, B , C, D, and Z 
were experimental, which explains the difficul ty of finding s tamps with these 
gril ls  on them. 

[September 7, 1963] 

26J 

A pair of the 3¢ rose of 1867 with 
all-over "A " grill, on a cover sent 
from Cleveland, Ohio to Illinois on 
August 13, 1867. This is the earliest 
known date of use of any United 
States grilled postage stamps. 

Three other singles of the 3¢ "A " 
grill are known on covers postmarked 
this date. 

The current authoritative reference 
on U. S. grills is William K. Herzog 's 
long essay in the 44th Congress Book, 
pages 67- 103, published by the Ameri
can Philatelic Congress in 1978. 

This article compiles. corrects and 
updates the data previously published 
and tabulates the number of each of 
the values of the grilled stamps issued 
as compiled from official records. 
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For specific data on numbers of grilled 
stamps issued, see Herzog's "Con
gress Book" article, cited in the note 
on the previous page. 

As of 1983, there are one each of the 
1 ¢ and 2¢ "Z"grilled stamps, five 10¢ 
"Z" grills, and the two 15¢ "l" grills, 
outside the Miller collection. The Miller 
collection, noted in this column, is no 
longer on display. 

Six each of the 5¢ and 30¢ "A " grills 
ha ve been recorded (1983) outside 
the Miller collection. 

But see the correction in column 
starting on page 265. 

It is probable the "A " grills were a 
semi-official experiment and the "B" 
and "C" grills were official experi
mental trial uses. All were issued and 
used. 

THE 1867 GRILLS 

How Many 1867 Grills? 

After reference to a clipping file, Ashbrook 's Special Service, and Brookman 's 
The Postage Stamps of the United States, we comment on the 1 867 Gril ls .  The 
numbers of grilled stamps believed to have been issued were: l ,000 Z, 3 ,000,000 
E and 7 ,000,000 F of the l ¢ value; 200,000 D, 500,000 Z, 25,000,000 E and 50,000,-
000 F of the 2¢  value; 50,000 A,  300,000 C, 500,000 D, l 00,000 Z, 80,000,000 E and 
225,000,000 F of the 3¢ value; 2,000 A and 680,000 F of the 5¢ value; 2,000 Z, 
l ,500,000 E and 3 ,800,000 F of  the 1 0¢ value; I O,OOO Z, l ,000,000 E and 3,600 ,000 F 
of the 1 2¢ rate; ? Z, 500,000 E and 2,000,000 F of the 1 5¢ value; 200,000 F of the 24¢ 
value; 2,000 A and 280,000 F of the 30¢ value and 30,000 F of the 90¢ value. 

Of the five rare gri l ls ,  three are the l ¢, l 0¢ and 1 5¢ Z grills .  The ? Z indicates the 
latest find, the 1 5¢ Z grill of which two are now known. Robert A Siegel discover
ed the firs t 1 5 ¢  Z gril l  in the Newbury col lection, where it had not been previous
ly  identified by the many philatelic experts who had access to Mr. Newbury 's 
collection. This i tem is yet to be auctioned and will probably appear in the next 
Newbury sale. Oddly enough, a second copy of this stamp has since been veri
fied by the Philatelic Foundation and is  in a private collection. 

The l ¢ Z gril l  is the next in rarity with three copies known, one copy discover
ed just a few years ago. Four copies are known of the 1 0¢ Z gri l l .  Two of these 
great rari ties, the 1 ¢ and 1 0¢ Z grills ,  are embalmed in the Mil ler col lection in the 
New York P ublic Library, where they may be seen by anyone. 

The other two rare gri l l s  are the 5¢ and 30¢ A gri l led all over; five of each are 
known . You wi l l  notice only one or two thousand of these rare gri l l s  were pro
duced. 

The 90¢ F should be the next in rarity ,  if numbers distributed have a bearing. 
S tanley Ashbrook never was able to record a cover with the 90¢ gril l .  E l liott Perry 
advertised a 90¢ gri l l  on cover for sale in Pat Paragraphs in 1 938 .  I t  would appear 
that the 90¢ gri l l  on cover is the rarest of a l l  90¢ stamps . Does anyone know where 
a 90¢ gril l  on cover is and, if sold, at what price? 

The reduction in rates to England starting January l ,  1 868, and the opening of 
the trans-pacific steamer routes to Japan and China in 1 867 at reduced rates 
decreased the need for 90¢ stamps for letter postage. 

[October 26, 1963) 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  

The :\ er gri l l ed a l l  m · er ,  #79 ,  t>ar l i cs 1 k no w n  use ,  Augusl  l :l . 1 867 .  j us t  passed 

t h ro u gh my h a n d s .  Th i s  CO\"(T is 1 h c  t ·a r l i t · s 1  use for a n\" l 1 . S . gr i l led s t a m p ,  

w h i c h  \\" l ' l l '  s u p posed l o  IH' f i r s !  d c l i \'Crcd o n  A u g u s l  1 1 , accor d i n g  l o  :\ I r.  Y ork ' s  
a rt i c l e i n  l h l "  D tTcm ber :I 1 1 1 1·ri rn 1 1  t> h i /11 t r l i.1 t .  

[February l l ,  1 967] 

More About 1 867 Grills 

During the l 860 's  the Post Office Department was constantly seeking ways to 
make it  impossible to reuse a postage stamp. A number of methods were tried: a 
cancellation device, which cut the stamp paper when applied; an envelope de
signed so the s tamp would be torn when the contents were removed; and the 
impressing of the stamp with a waffle- l ike gri ll to expose the paper fibres so the 
cancel lation ink would penetrate below the paper surface . 

I t  is believed that the gri l ls  were produced in this order: A, B, C, D, Z, E, and F. 
The A, B, and C gri lls were probably made a sheet at a time. The others may have 
been produced this way too, but more likely were gril led up to five sheets at a 
time. It is easy to see why the gril l  would be extremely clear on some stamps and 
rather faint on others. 



TYPE,S OF GRILLS AND WHEN THEY APPEARED 

The A, B, C, D, and Z gri l l s  come in the  flat "dry" shades because the procedure 
set out  in the paten t requ ired first gum m i ng the paper, then gri l l ing, and fina l ly  
prin t ing the s tamp.  Later,  the colors appear brigh ter because the rout ine was 
changed to first pr int ,  then gum , and f inal ly  gri l l .  The Z gri l l  was probably 
prin ted between January and May 1 868. 

As time wen t on, the s ize of the gri l l  was reduced, and the paper made th inner 
for better penetra t ion . The gri l l  s izes s tarted wi th  the a l l  over ( A ) ,  then 1 8  x I S  
m m .  ( B ) ,  fol lowed by ( C )  1 3  x 1 6 mm . ,  ( D ) 1 2  x 1 4  m m . ,  (Z)  1 1 x 1 4 mm . , (£ ) 1 1 x 1 3 
m m . ,  and fina l l y  ( F )  9 x 1 3  mm.  The F gri l l  rol ler was probably the E rol ler cu t 
dow n .  I t  appears that  a l l  gri l l s ,  A through F, were issued in 1 867.  The govern
ment on ly  paid for the gri l l ing on the E and F gri l l ed s tamps a t  the rate of 8 cents 
per thousand above t he regu lar price. The sheets experimen ta l ly  gri l l ed were put 
into s tock and sold as regu lar  sheets .  

The E and F gri l l s must h ave been made first l a te in  1 867; therefore, mos t  of  the 
E and F gri l l s  were made during 1 868. Since large numbers of the I er. ,  2cr., and 3cr. 
va l ues were requ i red, these may have been prin ted early in  l 869 a l so .  The 21l and 
31l val ues of the new 1 869 issue, however, appeared in  la te March ,  1 869 and many 
other val ues in Apr i l .  

T h e  3C  i s  t h e  o n l y  value t h a t  has a l l  t h e  seven types of gri l l s .  T h e  � 4 <T  a n d  !:!Ucr. 
have only  the F gri l l ,  wh i l e  the S <T  and 3 0cr. have the A and F.  This  makes the gri l l s  
o n  the Sf ,  2-l<T,  30c ,  and goer very easy t o  iden t i fy .  

For those want ing more in formation about the use of gri l l s  on stamps , I .ester 
Brookman devoted some SO pages to t h e  subject in Volume I of his The 1 9th 
Century Postage Stamps of the Un ited States. 

[November 30, 1 963) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
Th is  volume inc ludes a section on gri l l s ,  a subj ect  on wh ich Mr .  Brookman i s  

a renowned au thority . The  question " I s  there a genu ine 1 8x l S  gri l l ? "  i s  raised. 
Under the "A" gri l l  i s  pictured a cover con tain ing a circu lar  announcing the 
series of 1 869 forthcoming and an i l l u s tration of an imperf pair .  

A "B" gri l l  cover bearing four s tamps i s  i l lus trated w i th a v iew of the gri l l s  on 
the reverse side and an enlargement of the gri l l  on one s tamp. A photo of the spl i t  
"D ' '  gri l l  i s  i ncl uded. 

The Foundation photo of  the recent  d i scovery of  the second copy o f  a 1 c "Z" 
gri l l  is i ncl uded wi th  a story of the d iscovery . 

The ! Ser. "Z" gri l l  photo face and reverse from the Siege l  " Rarit ies  Sale" i s  
inc l uded. 

The min t  block of twe lve of the 24<1: "F" gri l l  from the Siegel December 1 948 
Sale i s  pictured. 

Uune 24, 1 967) 

A Statement of Correction 

The fo l lowing comments refer to a s tatemen t about  Scott  No.  79, the 3 <t  gri l led 
all  over, made i n  our column of I I th February 1 967 .  

The statemen t :  "This  cover i s  the earl iest known use (August 1 3t h ,  1 867 ) of 
any U . S. gri l l ed s tamps , w hich were supposed to be first del ivered on August  
I I th ,  according to Mr. York ' s  ar t ic le  i n  the  December A merican Phi late l lst . "  

The correction : Mr.  York ' s  article appeared i n  the November A merican Ph ila
telis t .  In it he sta ted that Scot t ' s  specia l i zed ca talog edi tors l i s t  the ear l ies t  known 
use of the 3cr.  gri l led all over stamp as August 1 3 , 1 867 .  

In addi tion , Mr.  York ' s  art ic le  s tates ,  "Thi s  ear ly  action cou ld  have legi t i 
mate ly  taken place because on August l l th, 1 868 (Charles  F. )  Steel i n  a le t ter 
not i f ied Postmaster General Alexander W. Randa l l ,  that  he had sold to the 
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The current theory is that  the "E" and 
"F" rollers were used concurrently in 
1868, and that the "D, " "l, " "E, " and 
"F" grills were not in use until then. 

From the review of Brookman 's 
three- volume "The United States 
Postage Stamps of the 19th Century, " 
published by L indquist Publications 
in 1966. See pages 26-27 for the 
complete columns on this subject. 

A ctually, this block of twelve is 
mentioned but not illustrated. 



266 

A t  right: The 90¢ "F" grill on cover 
with a 12¢ "F" grill making up the 
triple $1. 02 (3 times 34¢) rate to Lima, 
Peru in 1869. 

This folded letter originated at San 
Francisco and was exchanged with 
the British post office at Panama on 
May 22 for carriage by a British 
steamer of the Pacific Steam Naviga
tion Co. down the coast of South 
America. The crayon "72" is a credit 
to the British by the U. S. San Fran
cisco exchange office. 

1861 AND 1867 GRILLED STAMPS ON COVER 

National Bank Note Co. , the sole and exclusive right to manufacture 'embossed' 
stamps under his patent for the same ."  

We thank  Mr .  York for t h i s  i nformation and h i s  in terest  i n  keeping the 
in formation pub l i shed in  this col umn accura te. 

[April 29, 1967) 

A 90¢ 1 867 Grill on Cover 

Earlier we mentioned the great rari ty of the 90¢ 1 867 gril l  on cover. We record 
our first as fol lows: Triple rate San Francisco, May 8, 1 869 to Panama May 22 to 
Lima, Peru, 3 x 34¢ = $ 1 .02 paid by the 1 2¢ and 90¢ F gril l s. 

[December 2 1 ,  1963) 

-
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• A t left: Two 1¢ and one each ofthe 2¢ 
Black Jack; 3¢ and 5¢ "F" grills on the 
3¢ stamped envelope of 1864 making 
up the 15¢ postal rate for mail ex
changed with the North German Postal 
Union in closed pouches through 
England. 

The New York "PAID ALL/BRITISH 
TRANSIT' with a March date is in red 
and the "VERVIERS/COELN" marking 
of the NGU traveling exchange office 
is also in red. These markings date 
this cover as from 1869 or later. 
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Lithographed envelope of the Ohio River 
steamer "J. N. McCullough" with a 31t "F" grill 
canceled with a cork and no town mark. 

Addressed to Racine, Ohio, the cover bears 
the blue oval clerk's cachet of the steamer 
"Sallie V. " (see tracing, below) of May 2, 
1868. Since the "Sallie II. "  was on the Racine
Pomeroy run, extending just two Ohio coun
ties on the river, the stamp was probably 
canceled when the cover reached Racine, 
but being for local delivery, no town post
mark was applied. 

At left: A pair of 101t "F" grills on a cover 
originating in 1869 with Turnbull, Stewart & 
Co. , Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and addressed 
to Philadelphia. Sent to forwarders Lamb & 
Co at St. Thomas, D. W I. ,  it was turned over 
to the Danish postal service there who applied 
their postmark on 1 1  June, 1869. The origin 
and forwarder are identified by docketing 
and handstamps. 

The cover was sent to New York by the 
Brazil Line, receiving a "NEW YORK/STEAM
SHIP marking on June 21, 1869. It was sent 
on to Philadelphia and backstamped there 
as "received" on June 21. 

'f PI'l'TSBUBGH Al'fD PABXERSBURG PACKET. · 

Steamer 3. N. )1°Cu.11011gk. Capt . Geo. D. Moore 
Leaves .Pittsburgh, every Jlfonday and Thiirsday, a t  1 2  .ll. " 'Parkersbu rg·, " iday, at ft P . .M. 

A double (twice 151t) rate of 301t paid from 
New Orleans to France, August 28, 1869, 
with one rate prepaid by a 121t 1869 stamp on 
the 31t Nesbitt envelope of 1864. The other 
rate is prepaid by a 31t "F" grill and six "F" 
grill Black Jacks in the form of a block of five 
and a single. 

It is probable the 121t stamp had been 
affixed to the 31t envelope before it was 
taken to the post office, where the additional 
rate was found required because the letter 
weighed over � ounce. 
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A t  right 
With the discontinuance of the first French-U S 
mail treaty on Jan I. 1870. under a revised British 
treaty it was possible to send mail via England for 
4C (2C domestic. 2tt sea post) with postage on to 
France collect. The co ver at right was sent in this 
manner from Boston on Jan 8. 1870 with the postage 
paid by two pairs of  the IC 1869 stamp. 

. ·' 

. .  · ... ... 
> I! ' " . 

.... ' . 
. 

A t  right. 

/ 

,· 

s: J O HN ·N·B 
SHIP LETTER 

At right. This co ver. per its docketing was sent in 
late 1869 with the correct postage to New Brunswick 
(became a part of Canada in 1867) paid with a 6C 
1869 stamp. However rather than mailing the cover. 
it was apparently handed aboard a St. John N B. 
bound steamer and the stamp was eventually 
canceled with a Canadian two line handstamp "S T 
JOHN N B!SHIP LETTER " The postage to the 
destination (no w Chatham N B !  near New Castle. 
N B. post office. was apparently considered fully 
prepaid since the co ver bears no due charges. 

THE 1869 ISSUE 

c On upper stamp of strip of three. 
co ver at left: sho wn opened out. 

A t  left: 
Sent from Hiogo (Kobe). Japan in 1870 to Rhenish Prussia. 
this co ver bears thirteen 2C 1869 stamps. a block of ten and 
a strip of three. intended to o verpay by IC a presumed 25C 
rate consisting of IOC transpacific and 15C to Prussia by 
U S. -North German Union mails. 

The origin of the co ver at Hiogo is shown by the one 
stamp of the strip which was on the co ver front  being 
canceled by the small double circle "HIOGO" (see traced 
marking). the rest of the stamps on the back are pen
canceled. 

Although the co ver bears no year date. the San Francisco 
postmark date of No v. 18 confirms the year to ha ve been 
1870 as the Pacific Mail steamer "China " arrived there the 
pre vious day. no other date of arrival of a contract mail 
steamer from 1869 or later than 1870 fits. 

On July 1. 1870 the rate by NGU mails to Prussia from the 
United States was reduced from 15C to 10C. but it is not 
surprising the US consular post office at Hiogo had not as 
yet received notification of this change by No vember 
Ho wever the co ver was thus o verpaid by 6C instead of just 
I C. 



THE EARLJEST KNOWN USES OF THE 1869 AND 1870 ISSUES 

The 1 869 Issue 

Any ini tial discussion of thi s  issue necessarily s tarts with a few facts about the 
National Bank Note Company contract to print them. The fol lowing is  quoted 
from the report of the Postmaster General ,  June 30, 1 870: 

"To manufacture and furnish-all  the postage s tamps which may be required 
by the Postmaster General for a term of four years, to commence on the 1 st day of 
February, ( 1 869) " - 1 868 Contract .  But the 1 869 I s sue had a short l i fe ranging 
from 7 months for the 90¢ value to s l ightly over 1 2  months for the 2¢ and 3¢ 
values . Why? 

"The s tamps adopted in 1 869, having fai led to give satisfaction to the publ ic, 
on account of their small size, their unshapely form,  the inappropriateness of 
their designs, the difficul ty of cancel l ing them effectual ly ,  and the inferior 
quali ty of gum used in their manufacture, I found it necessary in Apri l last 
( 1 870), to issue new stamps of larger size, superior qual i ty of gum and new 
designs . " 

Instead of being issued February 1 s t ,  the 2¢ and 3¢ values appeared on March 
30, 1 869, two months late. Each of the original submitted des igns was either 
el iminated or altered before the s tamps were approved. The 6¢ value was added 
and the 5¢ dropped. This chart tel l s  the s tory : 

1 869 Issu1· 1 8i0 Issu1· 

Srn t t  Earl iest  (Gri l l ed ) Earl iest 

V a l u l's :\'os.  l 'se ( 1 869) S1·0 1 1  i\'o. l 's1· ( 1 8i0) 
I c 1 1 2 :\LI \ 2 I .)  I A pr i l  1 2  

2C  I l 'l :\ Li rc h  :rn I ;):J  A pr i l  1 2  

:J c  1 1 1  M a rch 'lO I %  A p r i l 1 2 *  
l ie I l !J  A pr i l  :rn l :l 7  A pr i l  1 1  

I ( ) c  I H i  A pr i l  7 1 :19  . \ pr i l  1 2  

1 2 ( 1 1 7 A pr i  I :1 I I 0 A pr i l  1 8  

I '1 � ( I )  1 1 8 :\ pr i i  :l 1 1 1 A pr i l  1 2 

I :1 c ( I I )  1 1 9 :\ L 1 '  2 :l 

2 1 C 1 20 1\ pr i l  7 1 1 2 

:me 1 2 1  M a y  2<J I l:l A pr i l  1 2  

90C 1 22 Sl'p t . <J 1 1 1  A pr i l  1 2 

*T l w  .'l ' H ;1 1 1 k 1 1 o l t '  \\ · i 1 l i o 1 1 1  g i i l l  ( = 1 1 7 )  ; , k l l o\\' l l  " "'d O i l  :\ ( ; i J< l i  I : L  I H70 .  
T h e  con 1 r; 1 < 1 co 1 1 1 i 1 1 1 H · s- " a l l  s l a m ps s ha l l  bl '  f 1 1 rn i s h('d i n  s h n· t s ,  pr i n l l'd o n  

l l H' bes l papt 'l -pnfl'c t l y  g1 1 m nl l 'd a n d  pc rfor< 1 t l'd - ; 1 1 1 d  ; t l so em bossl 'd l i kl' t h e  

s ta m ps I W \\' 1 1 1  t 1 s< ' .  

C h a rl es  S l <'l ' i <' ,  w ho i n v l'n l ( '(1 1 h< '  gr i  I I  i n g  pro n·ss  1 1 snl on 1 867 s t a m ps .  gra n t ed 

<'X c l 1 1 s i n· 1 1 s1 ·  of h i s  p a t l' l l l  t o  l h l' N a t io n a l  B ;1 1 1 k  :\' o t l' Com pa n Y .  ; 1 1 1  ; 1 c t  \\' h i c h  

, · i r t 1 1 ; t ! I Y  l ' l i 1 1 1 i 1 1 a ted a l l  com pt' t i 1 i o n .  

[Apri l 1 1 , 1 964] 
* � =  :�  * * * * : �  * * � =  * 

O m  co l 11 m n  o f  A pr i l  1 1 , I SHi l ,  l i s ted t hl' l 'ar l i < ' s t  recorded d a l (' S  of use  of t h l' 

1 8 ()9 l s s 1 1 l ' .  Bob M a rkov i l s  co m m e n t s  a bo u l  t h i s  l i s t i n g :  "Accor d i n g  t o  AF DC: S  

J ot1 rn ;1 I .  N o v . - Dec.  I %0, ( 1  lw cover w a s  l a t ( ' r s o l d  b \  Th a t cl l l'r ) .  t h (' I c ,  2 <I:  a n d  '.) C 
1 8@ \\T ll' i s s ued M a rc h  2 7 ,  1 8 69. The P h i la te l i c  Fonda t io n  i ss u ed C:ert i fi ca 1 1· 

# 1 2 1 78 ,  n,rt i h i n g  t ht '  t 1 S t '  of t hese s t a m ps on t lw e1n·e lop1·  t h n(' i ll p i ct 11 rl 'd .  I 

rtTl' l l t l y s o l d  t h e  s i x - n· 1 1 1 \ ;d u e,  of t h<' i s s t 1 (' u s l'd o n  A pr i l  2f i ,  1 869 . Sa i d  1 - 2- ) c  

covt 'r  w a s  I .o t  5 1 6  i n  h i s  n i n t h  s a l e  ( o n l' - n·n t s ta m p  m i s s i n g  fro m C1welop1 · .  b 1 1 t 

was  ori g i n a l l y  p rl'Sl ' l l t ) .  A s h broo k ' s  ' S pl 'c i a l  Ser v i ce '  l i s t s  ! I l l ' ( Qq- earl ies t  usl '  a s  

A p r i l I ,  1 869, on pagl'  '.l 22 ;  a n d  t h('  :i oc  on iVJa, l :J .  1 869, o n  page 2.5 7 . "  

U u ly 25, 1 964] 
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For current earliest dates. consult 
t/Je current specialized catalogs. 
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This comment refers to the cover 
discussed on page 278. 

Per Kay and Smith on New York state 
post offices, the East Fishkill post 
office was established April 21, 1852. 

Also see the column of Oct. 1, 1966, 
which discusses the then earliest 
known uses, the portion about the 
1869's being on page 138. 

For the full column of Feb. 1 1, 1967. 
see page 139. 

M ore on Earliest Dates of Use 

By Robert Markovits, Guest Editor 

THE 1869 STAMPS 

Your D cccm lwr 1 7 , 1 96ti co l u m n  i s  a t  h a n d .  W i t h  rega rd to  t h e  3 c  1 869 co\'er,  I 

ft'e l  i t  i s  gT1 1 1 1 i 1 1 c  i n  a l l  respt 'C l s .  I have  p u rc h a sed t h ree cover s ,  a l l  f ro m  E a s t  

F i s h k i l l .  N e "· Y or k .  a l l  w i t h  t h e s ; 1mc t y pe of  h a n d s t a m p  \\' h ich h a s  t he p e n  and 

i 1 1  k ca n ed i n s i d c  a crude r u  b hcr s t a m p .  O n e  o f  t he con Ts i s  pre- 1 869 and a n o t her 

is  pos t - 1 869. In check i ng t h e  1 80 1  Pos t O ff i ce D i rector y ,  I f i n d  n o  East  F i s h k i l l  

l i s t i ng i n  D u t chess  Cou n ty ,  N e\\' Y or k ,  bu t i n  t h e  1 862 D i rector y ,  t h i s  t o w n  

a ppea rs .  I do 1 1 0 1  k 110\\' i f  t h is to\\' 1 1  ex i s t ed du r i n g  t h e  s t a m p l ess  cmTr pniod.  

The co l o r  o f  the s t a m p  i s  t h a t  bri g h t b l u e  from the f irs t  pr i n t i n g.  S i n ce I h a ve 

o w n ed a i\ I a rc h  2 7 .  1 8ti9 u s e  a n d  a n o t h n  from Apr i l  1 of t he :l e deno m i n a t i o n ,  I 

a m  f 1 1 1  l y  a\\' a re o f t h i s  b r i g h t s hade.  So fa r a s  I ;un concern ed.  t h  i s  M a rch 25 ,  1 869 

cm·n is t he ear l i e s t  k n o w n  u s e .  C\·en t ho u g h  t he Fou n d a t i o n  w i l l  not express an 

o p i n ion . O ne t h i n g  \\' h i c h  h a s  upse t  a fc\\' peop l e  a bo u t  t h i s  covn, is t h e  fact t h a t  
u n dn t h e s t a m p  can b e  seen t he word " P A I D " .  W h a t  pro ba b l y  h a p pe n ed \\'as  

t h a t  the  mai  ! er \\'Cll t t o  I h e  pos t off ice w i t h  sever a l  l e t ters  a n d  t he Pos t m a s ter  took 

h i s  m 01 1 t'\ ' , m a r k ed P a i d  o n  each of t he e n v el ope s .  t hen p u t  s t a m ps o n  \\' hen t he 

l o n g  l i ne a l  t he \\' i ndo\\' h ; 1d  done t h e i r  b u s i ness .  ;\ m· h e l p from y o u r  readers on 

Eas t  F i s h k i l l .  N. Y .  post  o ff i ce w i l l  he grea t l y  appreci ated.  

[February 1 1 , 1 967] 

These two covers are those discussed 
by Mr. Markovits in the column above. . ... 

The manuscript "paid" under the 
3tt 1869stamp has a fuzzy appearance 
as if the ink were not dry when the 
wetted gum of the stamp was applied 
to it. 

Since the delivery of the first 1869 
stamps by the National Bank Note 
Co. to the Post Office Department 
was on March 19, 1869, the "Stamp 
Agent" being discontinued at that 
time, uses as early as March 20, 
1869, a Saturday, seem possible, and 
uses on March 22 possibly may be 
found. 



EARLJEST DATES A ND "INSTR UCTIONS" 

The 1 869 Issue 

The ins tructions to pos tmasters abo u t  the 1 869 i ssue gave the fol low i ng in 
s tructions as to the i n troduction of the New I ssue :  

" You are requ i red to exhaus t  a l l  of the presen t s ty le  ( 1 86 1  i s sue or 1 867 gri l l s) 
on hand,  before supplying the publ ic  w i th the new ; and i n  no case w i l l  you be 
a l lowed to make exchanges,  for ind ividua l s ,  or return the stamps to the Depart
ment to be exchanged . The stamps now in use are not  to be disregarded, but mus t  
be recognized i n  a l l  cases eq ua l ly  w i th  the new ones . "  

You w i l l  recal l  that  the 1 84 7 I ssue was demonetized a s  o f  J u  I y I ,  1 85 1 ;  and the 
1 857  Issue was demonetized in  a period of  from a few weeks to five and a ha l f  
months ,  except for a few values of government  envelopes. The 1 86 1  i s sue  pos tage 
stamps became the f irs t  to con t inue to be good for postage years after the next 
issue became avai la ble and this  s t i l l  preva i l s  today ! 

Covers showing the legal use of the 1 857  and 1 86 1  i s sues ,  used to pay the 
postage on the same le t ter, arc q u i te hard to f ind .  Those show ing use of the 1 86 1  
and 1 869 i ssues are more plent i fu l ,  b u t  s t i l l  req u ire a bi t o f  a search. They are 
more commonl y  found used w i th stamps of the Bank Notes issues wh ich 
fol lowed. 

The con tract con t inues: "The said s tamps to be of the fol lowing des i gn s  for 
the f i fteen-cen t s tamp, ' the Landing of Col u m bus ' ; for the twen ty-four-cent 
s tamp,  ' the Declara t ion of Independence ' ;  for the th ir ty-cen t s tam p, an 'Eagle 
and Shie ld ' ;  and for the n inety-cen t s tamp,  'A Head of Lincoln ' ;  provided that 
the s tamps of  the four  last named denom i nations sha l l  be pri n ted in  two colors . " 

Thus came i n to being the f irs t  Un i ted S ta tes b ico lored po:-,tage stamps.  (The 
$200 U . S .  In terna l  Revenue S tamps were pri n ted i n  green and red i n  1 864 . )  Also 
came the firs t opportun i ty for inverted cen ters. The problems presen ted must  
have  been q u i te severe, because no other lJ . S .  bicolor pos tage s tamps were  used 
un t i l  the 1 90 1  Pan American E xpos i t ion i ssue was printed by the Bureau of En
gravi ng and Pr int i ng.  

{May 30, 1 964] 
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A combination of  a tit 1869 and 21t Black Jack 
"F" grill making up the 31t domestic rate. Sent 
from Columbus, Ohio in October. 1869 to Kansas 
City. The violet ink used for the address adds to 
the display. 

,., .. "' \. · 
/ · � 

. : . � � 

A t  left. A triple-issue combination co ver. with a 
101t 1869stamp (note the "freak"  centering I). a 51t 
"F" grill and a 2a: National banknote stamp all 
used to send a co ver from San Francisco to 
France in June. 1872. The 1 71t on this co ver was 
a 1 It o  verpayment of the prepaid non-treaty rate 
for letters of o ver a third but less than a half 
ounce in weight then in effect. See page 306 for 
the explanation. 
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The best current information on the 
quantities issued of 1869 stamps will 
be found in William K. Herzog's article 
in "Chronicle ' No. 89 (February. 1976). 
with added data in the following issue. 

The only substantial difference 
between Brook man 's figures. quoted 
here. and Herzog's involves the 2rt 
1869 stamp of which 83 643. 450 were 
issued 

But. see the correction. opposite. 

A triple domestic rate from New York 
City to A lbany. N Y  with a 15C reg
istration fee. all neatly paid by a 24C 
1869 stamp in July. 1870 

THE 1869 STAMPS 

The 1 869 Issue 

The 1 869 I ssue had a short l i fe, hut i t  was the first i ssue to use a theme for a 

s tamp other than busts of famous ci t izens and deceased Pres idents .  No  other 
issue used this idea u n t i l  th<:> 1 893 Columbian Issue ,  our f irs t  true 
commemorat ive Postal issue ,  and the  last  to he pri n t ed privately for the next fi fty 
years . 

How many stamps of the 1 869 I ssue were d i s tr ibu ted to the  S tamp Agent? 
Les ter Brookman used the fol low i ng es t ima tes i n  h i s  hook , The Nin eteen t h  
Cen t u ry Pw tage Sta mp.1 of t h e  U n ilf'd State.1 : 

] C  1 6 , 605 , 1 50 l !> cr  ( I )  200, 000 
2't 5 7 , 387 ,500 l :i <t ( I I )  1 , 238 ,940 
3<t  386 ,4 75 ,900 24<t 235 .350 

6cr 4 , 882. 750 30<t 244 , 1 1 0 

1 0<1' 3 , 299, 700 90<i: 4 7 , 460 

1 2<1' 3 , 0 1 2 ,950 

Our f i rs t  co lumn on the 1 869 Issue showed that  the 1 5 <i: Ty pe I was on ly  used 
excl us i vel y for a period of seven weeks .  The above table of usage s hows only t he 
90<1' had less d i stri bu t ion .  Why were there two t ypes of the  1 5<1' va l ues? 

Mr. Brookman expla ins  th i s  q u i  tc c lear ly :  " t h e  extra bands of I in  es around the 
in side of the  frame (on Type I I )  were placed ther e  to make less  not iceable any 
s l igh t  m i splacing of the frame i n  rel a t ion to  i ts p ro p er  place around the 
' ignet t e .  

The  6<1' va l ue for pay ing double  domes t i c  ra t e ,  was  su  hs t i  uned for the  5<i:  va lue,  
wh ich was u sed for the payment of l r .  S .  inland ra te  and the 5 c,r  regi s tra t ion ra te. 
Beginn ing  \\' i th t he second Br i t i sh  Trea ty ,  J a n uary I ,  1 868 ,  t he open ma i l  v ia  
Br i t i sh Packet ra te was d i scon t inued ,  and each cou n t ry c la i med t he to ta l  pos tage 
col lected; no more cred i t s  and debi t s .  On J une I ,  1 867 , t he  domest ic regis trat ion 
ra te was in creased from five cen ts to fi fteen cen ts per l e t t er .  

[June 1 3, 1 964] 



THE 'J¢ 1869 ON CO VER 

The 1 869 Issue and Registration }'ees 
-A Correction-

Meyer Tuch i nsky of J amaica ,  New York,  in a recent  let ter of inqu i ry 
regard ing the effect ive dates of the regi strat ion fees i n  effect dur ing the l i fe of the 
1 869 i ssue,  rai sed a ques t ion as to the accuracy of a sta tement  made in our 
column of J u ne 1 3 , 1 964 . 

We checked and found  that the s tatement made in  the  last sen tence of that 
column i s  most decidedly  i n  error. There was no change i n  the domest ic  reg i 
s trat ion fee in  1 867 .  What  was  changed on J u ne 1 ,  1 867 , was  the me thod of  
payment of the fee .  

From J u l y  1 ,  1 855 to J une 1 ,  1 867 , the regis tra t ion fee was pai d  i n  cash .  On 
J u ne 1 ,  1 867 ,  th i s  procedure was  abo l i shed and prepayment was  requ i red " in 
s tamps a t tached to the le t ter and cance l l ed in s tead of i n  money as heretofore. " 
The quotat ion i s  from the May 1 867 i ssue of The U. S.  Mail  and  Post  Office 
Assistan t . To those of our readers w ho are c l ipping th i s  column ,  please s tr i ke ou t 
the offending sen tence .  

[December 14 ,  1 968] 

1 869 Covers I 

E. D. Warshauer 
Guest Editor 

For many years the U . S .  1 869 Issue has appealed to me for severa l rea sons -
the class ic designs,  unusual  s i ze of the  s tamps,  p lus  the fact i t  was only i n  use 
about  one year, to name a few . After get t i ng together the usual  specia l ized co l 
lect ion on  and o f f  cover, cancel l a t ions ,  proofs and essay s ,  I dec ided there m ust  be 
another method to complete the cycle and at the same t ime  offer a rea l cha l l enge. 
After due though t I decided to try and secure covers beari ng the 3¢  value from 
every s tate and terr i tory in the U n ion at that  per iod ( 1 869-70 ) ,  inc luding the 
D i s tr ic t  of Columbia .  W h i le ,  of course,  the i dea i s  not original - i t  has been done 
before w i t h  other i ssues ( perhaps even w i th the 1 869 i s sue ) - I decided to give it a 
try and see how quickly  i t  coul d  be done. Now after f ina l ly  complet ing my 
proj ect ( w i th one except ion - Alaska) about  four or f ive years l a ter, I can only  

-----------------· 
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The amount of the registration tee 
was 5!t until June 30. 1863. when it 
was raised to 20rt. It was reduced to 
15rt on Jan. 1 .  1869. 

See article discussing use of the 3q; 
1869 stamps in Alaska and other 
territories in "Chronicle " No. 1 19 
(Aug . . 1983) 

From Sitka. A laska Territory, Dec. 3. 
1870. as shown by the letter heading. 
(reduced) abo ve. The enclosed letter 
is from an army officer temporarily 
in charge of the post. Note the letter 
is headed Dec. 2. but the postmark 
seems to be December 1. as traced 
below' 
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Stationery of the steamboat "Minne
apolis, " used from Hannibal. Missouri 
in July, 1870. a 3rt 1869stamp paying 
the postage. 

This boat ran on the upper Mis
sissippi from 1869 until in the 1880's. 
Mark Twain rode on it from Hannibal 
to St. Paul in May, 1882 

A t  right: This 3rt 1869 cover. sent in 
February, 1870 to an army officer at 
the military post on Alcatraz Island 
in San Francisco Bay, originated at a 
Quartermaster depot south of Arizona 
City (no w  Yuma), Arizona Territory 
The postal markings are in blue. 

THE J¢ '69 ON CO VER 

A t  left: This cover from the Wyoming 
Territorial governor's office carried a 
printed announcement to Connecticut. 

say I have enjoyed the many con tacts w i th fe l low col lectors and dea lers ,  but don ' t  
believe I would recommend i t  u n less one h a s  plen ty  of t ime a n d  pat ience. 

Perhaps a few fac t s  and fi gun·s would be of i n t eres t  to co l le ctors who m ight 
care to s tart a s i m i la r  project .  To begin w i t h  t he sta tes cons i s ted of Delaware,  
Pennsylva n i a ,  New J ersey.  G eorgia ,  Connec t i cu t ,  Massachuset t s ,  Maryland� 
South Caro l ina ,  New H ampsh i re ,  V irginia , New York ,  Nor t h Caro l i n a ,  Rhode 
I s land,  Ver m on t ,  Ken t ucky,  Ten nessee, O h io,  Loui s iana ,  Indiana ,  M i ss i s s ippi ,  
I l l inois ,  A l abama ,  Maine .  Mi s souri ,  Arkansas ,  M ich igan ,  Oregon,  Florida , 
Texas ,  Iowa,  W iscons i n ,  Cal i forn ia .  M i nneso ta ,  Kansas ,  \Vest V irgi n ia ,  Nevada , 
Nebraska and t he D i s t r ic t  of Columbia ,  p lus  t he ten offic ia l  t err i tories of 



USE IN THE STATES AND THE TERRITORIES 

Colorado, Dakota, Montana, Washington, Idaho, Wyoming, U tah, New 
Mexico, Arizona and Alaska. 

I mention official territories simply because there were several unofficial ones, 
such as Indian territory, and I made no attempt to col lect covers from there. 

My original 1 869 col lection consis ted of over 1 00 covers mostly from the 
prominent or populous states in the East and mid-West so I had no difficul ty in 
completing over half the states and the District of Columbia l i teral ly  at  one time. 
The remaining states took a much longer period with Alabama, Nevada, 
Oregon and Texas as the most difficul t .  However, when you come to the ter
ri tories the picture changes, and it becomes increasingly di fficul t  to pick up 
earl y  1 869 territorial covers except through auctions. This means you may have 
to wai t a year, or even longer, unti l  the item you want final ly  appears . 

[October 7, 1 967) 

1 869 Covers II 

E .  D. Warshauer 
Wilmington, Del. 

Guest Editor 

In my first column on this subject I mentioned the difficul ty of securing covers 
from the terri tories. Based on my col lection, I would say Colorado and Washing
ton terri tories were the common ones, with Alaska the rarest, fol lowed by 
Dakota and Idaho, and the remaining five pretty wel l  bunched together .  I have 
never seen nor heard of a 3¢ 1 869 cover from the unofficial Indian territory, but if 

At right: From Elk Point. Dakota 
Territory, franked with a 3¢ 1869 
stamp to Wisconsin. Elk Point is in 
the extreme south west corner of 
today's South Dakota. 
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At left: From Silver City, Idaho Terri
tory, with a 3¢ 1869 stamp paying 
postage to Elmira, N. Y. Silver City is 
in Owyhe County in southwest Idaho. 



276 

At this time, it is believed that at least 
seven examples of covers bearing 
the 3tt 1869 stamp used from Alaska 
are in existence. 

Another cover in the Swiss postal 
museum, ex-Hirtzel, and possibly the 
cover noted at the bottom of the 
opposite page, is shown here. This is 
a triple combination of Peruvian, 
British and a U. S. 30tt 1869 stamp on 
a co ver sent from Callao, Peru to 
New York. The 20tt Peruvian stamp 
paid the local postage; the British 1 
shilling green paid postage from 
Callao to Panama by a Pacific Steam 
Navigation Co. ship, and the U. S. 30tt 
stamp paid triple rate postage to 
New York by U. S. steamer. 

THE J¢ '69 ON COVER 

any exist  they probably would also be very scarce. Based on a study of Alaska 
covers bearing the 3¢ 1 869, I only know of two genuine covers at the present time; 
one belonging to the late Frank Hollow bush, sold at auction a few years ago, and 
the other is the property of a mid-western col lector. However, fol lowing cor
respondence with Mr. Hollow bush j ust previous to his death, he thought two or 
three others might also be in col lectors ' hands. However, there is no question of  
their rari ty, and i t  is doubtful the average col lector would locate one and, i f  so, 
the price would probably deter h im.  And here a word of caution, beware of 
forgeries; they exist bearing this issue from Alaska, and the buyer should always 
have his cover expertized. If any other genuine Alaska covers with the 3¢ 1 869 
exist, I would be glad to hear of them. 

F i na l ly a word abo u t  cond i t io n  w h ic h  a p p<'ars to bl' so i mport a n t  today . If t h e  

co l l ec tor  i s  look i n g  for i m m  a cu l a t e  conTs \\' i t  h 0 1 1  l y  \\T l l -cl' n t ered s t a m ps ,  don ' t  

s t a r t ,  beca use  you are n o t  go i n g  t o  S l't '  m ; 1 11 y .  a n d  t i m e  w i l l  run o u t  before you 

f i n i s h .  N a t u ra l l y ,  w e  a l l  l i ke n i c<' c l c ; 1 1 1  CO\Trs w i t h  w e l l -ce n t ered s t am ps ,  bu t 

w hen m ak i n g  a co l l ec t i o n  of t h i s  k i n d .  you l ea rn  t o  accept co\'ers w h i c h  a re n o t  

1 00% perfec t .  I do n o t  tn l'a n yo u  s h o u l d  co l l l'c t  t or n  or  damaged s t a m ps a n d  

co\·ers ,  bu t i f  t h e  s t a m p  i s  off  n·1 1 1 t · r  a n d  t h<' coHT i s  a b i t  s o i l ed.  d o  n o t  p a s s  i t  u p .  

es pec i a l ! \· fro m  t h<' tnri t o r i c s .  a s  i t  m a y  be ; 1  l o n g t im e  be forl' Y o u sec ; 1 110 1 hn.  \Vt•  

s h o u l d  be h a pp\· t ha t  af tn ; i l m o s t  1 00 ye; 1rs  t h e  cmTr is  s t i l l  ; 1 ro u n d .  

[October 2 1 ,  1 967] 

The 1 869 Covers Embalmed 

L1r l i n  co l u m n s  lll l 'n t i o n l'd t h l' H i rt ze l  co l l l'c t i on rl'cl' n t h pn·st ·n t cd 1 0 ; 1  S11· i s s  

m u st· u m .  T h l' po rt i o n s  o f  t h l' co l lect i o n  ex h i b i ted a t  S I P E X  11T rc t 'X l l'n s i n· ; 1 1 1 d  

y o u r  t'd i t o r s  fa i le d  t o  m a k l' n ot a t i o n s  o f  i n tnt·s t i n g  1 8 t i9 i t l ' l l l S .  O u r  t h a n ks to 

M i l l a rd H .  l\lack of C i n c i n n a t i .  O h io ,  a sp<T i a l i s t  of t h l '  1 8 1i � ) i s s u l' .  11· h o  h a s  

p rn \' id cd u s  11· i 1 h  t he fo l l o\1· i n g  l i s t  of  cm n s .  

A p a i r  o f  2c pos t m a rked H iogn . J ap a n  t o  S t . E t icn n l' .  Fr; 1 1 H l ' ;  s i x  s i n g le t i c  on 

cm·n t o  Toro n t o , Canada;  a (Jc a n d  I Oc ( I f ie  ra i l' )  t o  Por t u ga l .  

Thc ear l i e s t  recordcd use F) c T\' J)( '  I ( Scot t 1 1 8 )  pos t m ; 1 rkl'd N c w  Orleans  2 

A pr i l  1 869 to Bordea u x .  Fra n Cl' .  

J 



1869 PORT CHESTER CO VERS "EMBALMED" 

... 

F x h i bi t ('d \\' l 'te t h tl' l ' CO\ crs frnm t h e  Por t C : IH's l n  f i n d :  ;1 I 2 C- p l u s  f i \l· 2 · 4C  ( ii x 

22C ra t <:> )  to P( 'nt ( $S(i00 a t  s a le ) ,  a p;1 i r  of I () c p l  u s  2 ! C  ( 2  x 22C  ra tC' )  to Pl'rn ( S  1 1 00 

; 1 t  sa l e ) a n d t \\ o 2 C p] u s l :"'J C TY pl' l p l u s  l !°JC 'hpt· l l  ( 2 x 1 7 C r; t t e ) t o Pl 'rn . O f t h i s  

l a s t CO\l'l :\ I r. :\ l a c k  s ; t \ s .  ' ' t h i s  i s  a gorgt'o us  co,·n a n d t he o n l Y  on t· I k rn rn· 

fra n ked w i t h  bo t h  a ( ! :"'J C )  T\pt· I a n d  Typl'  I I . "  

A pa i r o f 2 c· B a n k n o l ('s a n d  2 I C  pos t m a rk l'd Ba l t i mrnT. :\ Lt r y la n d  t o  B a rct l o n ; 1 ,  

S pa i n  ( ex R ichC'y ) ,  a n d  f i n a l h· a J Oc p l us �l ( )c fr o rn  C a l l a o ,  Peru 1 0  Nt'w Y or k .  

[O< tober 29, 1 966) 
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During the time the US 1869 stamps 
were current, the rate to L ima. Peru 
via U. S. mails to Panama and British 
mails to Peru, was 34¢ per half ounce 
until March, 1870, when the rate was 
dropped to 22¢. Therefore the covers 
of the famous "Port Chester" find, 
being sent throughout this period, 
may be found with both rates and in 
multiples. 

The cover shown here. as described 
belo w, was sent from Port Chester in 
June, 1870, and is a six times the 22¢ 
rate. 

The postage of $1.32 was prepaid 
by five copies of the 24¢ and a 12¢ 
stamp of 1869. 

Both co vers sho wn on this page and 
noted belo w were sho wn in Elliott 
Coulter's compilation of the "Port 
Chester Find, " which appeared in the 
1982 "1869 Register. " published by 
the U S  1869 Pictorial Research As
sociates. 

This co ver represents the only cover 
recorded to date bearing both types 
of the 15¢ 1869 stamps. 

The co ver was sent in early 1870, 
before the rate to Peru became 22¢, 
and thus the two 15¢ plus the two 2¢ 
1869 stamps paid a single rate 34¢. 

But. see the caption. abo ve. 



278 

A lso see comment at top of column 
tor Feb. 1 1, 1967 concerning this 
cover, on page 268. 

THE 1869 ISSUE 

A Question for 1869 Collectors 

What is the largest number of 3¢ 1 869 stamps known used on a cover? James S .  
Leonardo of Des Moines, Iowa has a cover originating in the Pacific; carried bv 
"Ship Swallow,"  postmarked San Francisco, via "Overland" addressed to 
Boston, Massachusetts, with twenty singles of 3¢  1 869 on reverse .  Can anyone 
top that? 

[October 29, 1966] 

These photos sho w the front and back of the cover reported above, and also discussed by Mr. Leonardo in "Chronicle " No. 1 14 (May, 1982), pages 
130- 131. This cover contained a report of the captain of the clipper ship "Swallo w" to his owners in Boston. The "Swallow"  had just arrived at San 
Francisco after a passage of 109 days around Cape Horn from Boston, a very good passage. 

The cover was sent overland on September 10, 1870. taking advantage of the transcontinental railroad in preference to sending the letter via 
Panama. It probably transmitted ship 's documents and reported the "Swallo w's "  progress before she sailed tor China on the next leg of her 
voyages. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
T h i s  co l t 1 1 1 1 1 1  w i l l  l w  dl ' < l i c 1 l < 'd ( i n  p; 1 1 1 )  1 0  0 1 1 1  J ( ' ; td l '! S .  

,\ nn·1 1 1  c o l u 1 1 1 1 1  ; 1 s k l 'd i f  ; 1 1 1 \ 0 l l l '  co u l d  prod 1 1 n ·  ; 1  co nT \1· i 1 h  1 1 1 o n ·  t h ; m  t \\' l ' l l l \' 
'.) C ! H t i� J ' .'> 0 1 1  i t .  l 1 H  i d l · 1 1 1 a l h . i l H · n ·  h a \ t '  l l l '< ' l l  I l e >  r l 'p l i < ' s  1 0  l L l l t ' .  

[Decem her I 7, 1 966] 



BROOKMA N ON THE 1869's 

Brookman's U. S. Postage Stamps 
of the 19th Century, Vol. II. 

N e \\' i 1 1  u s t  ra t i o n s  i 1 1  t h e 1 869 s l'C t ion i nc l  u dl '  a 1 c a n d  :l e cm Tr t o  P a r i s .  France ,  

p a y i n g  the  ! C- r; 1 t e  t o  t h l '  E n g l i s h  fron t i er a n d  a '.;! c  cm n p; 1 y i 1 1 g  t h t' ft·n i ; 1 gc r a t e  

bt· t \\' t'l'll H o u l to n .  :\ Li i nt ·  a n d  \\'ood s t oc k .  N e \\' B r u n s \\' i c k .  : \  ()c 1 1 s t '  frn111  0; 1 k 

P a r k .  I l l i n o i s  l o  ;\1011 t rl ' ; 1 l .  ; m d a p; 1 i r  of ()\ on a co\T r t o  l .ondo n .  :\ 1 1  ( ' ; I I h u s e  o f  

t h e  1 Oc 1 869 0 1 1  ; 1  cm·n t o  S pa i n .  pa i d  0 1 1 1 \ · t o  E n g l a n d  a n d  ; 1 u st · 1 0  C t ' n n a m  \ i ; 1  

Breml' n .  

T h e  1 2C i s s u t' corn a i n s  i l l u s t ra t i on s  o f  l \\ 'o cmers to E n g l a n d  a n d  a t H ' \\. l ' arh 

date .  
The 1 :J c t ) pt '  I sect i o n ,  s h o \\'s a be; 1 u  1 i fu l b l oc k  o f  s i x  a n d  t ht '  ea r l i e s t  tTcorded 

use  from N ew O r  l ea n s  t o  Fra nn· on ,\ pr i 1 2n d .  :\ 1 so,  a fa k t'd cmTr 1 o F r; 1 1 H  e i s  

p i ct u rt 'd . A ! :J C t \pt· I I .  s lH J \\' S a beau t i fu l  b l oc k  o f  n i nl ' ,  a n d  a u sl' o n  cm n fro m 
N e\\" O r l l'a n s  t o  Bordea u x .  

A b l ock o f  n i nt ·  of  t h e  2 1 � i s  i l l u s t ra t ed .  p l u s  t \\ "O 2-! C  cm·n s  \\" i t h o t h e r  

denom i n a t i o n s  to Pnu a n d  t h e :\ rgen t i rn· i n  Sou t h  A m nica .  An e n l a rged p h o t o  

o f  a good :we .  a n d  an ; t l t ned :me s t a m p  ; m ·  i l l u s tr a t t'd . T l H' o n l y  k 1 1 0\\' 1 1 90c 1 81)9 

cover i s ,  a l so ,  p i c t u red .  

Uuly s, 1 967] 

. ., .. .  
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A t  right: Effective Jan. 1, 1870, the 
rate to England was reduced from 
12¢ to 6¢ per half ounce. This cover, 
addressed in care of U. S. State Dept. 
Despatch Agent B. F Stevens at the 
U S. Legation in L ondon, was for
warded to a Naval officer aboard the 
U. S. S. "Sabine" by diplomatic pouch, 
at Bahia, Brazil. 

279 

One of the two original reasons for 
the issuance of the 6¢ 1869 stamp 
was to pay the 6¢ across border rate 
to Canada of April 1868. 

The other reason was to pay the 
double domestic mail rate. 

This cover to Montreal from Oak 
Park, Illinois shows the cross border 
rate. 
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At right.· Use of the 10¢ 1869 stamp 
from the U. S. consular post office at 
Shanghai, China. Sent from Shanghai 
June 1 1, 1870, the cover arrived at 
San Francisco aboard the Pacific Mail 
steamer "China " on July 13 and was 
postmarked the following day. 

A t  right: The 15¢ Type 1 1869 stamp 
prepaying the 15¢ rate to Prussia by 
North German Union mail from New 
Orleans in May of, probably, 1869. 
Most uses of the Type I stamp oc
curred within the first few months 
the 1869 stamps were in use. 

The " VER VIERS/da te/COEL NI 
FRA NCO " marking was applied 
aboard train by the exchange office 
traveling on the railroad between 
Verviers, Belgium and Cologne in 
Germany. 

THE 1869 ISSUE 

At left: Effective Jan. 1, 1868, the 
treaty rate to Great Britain was re
duced to 12¢ from 24¢ and 12¢ 1869 
stamps are often seen prepaying this 
rate. 

This cover, addressed to an officer 
of the U. S. S. "Richmond, " was for
warded in care of the U. S. Despatch 
Agent in London, who sent the cover 
on by diplomatic pouch to the ad
dressee at Lisbon. 

C::.--<.-1::-C::�_..... '....tt!!.�...-:i.4t7�_) 
.-�� �d..-� ---



1869 CO VER USA GES 

A t  right: Triple steamship rate to Mexico prepaid 
from New York by a 30tt 1869 on a folded letter to 
Vera Cruz. The "5" represents the collect postage 
in Mexico. 

Belo w: A seven times the 10tt Pacific steamship 
rate from the U. S. consular postoffice at Shang
hai prepaid by a beautiful pair of the 30tt and a 
10tt 1869 stamp. Sent Jan. 14, 1871 to Penn
sylvania by a member of the consular staff. 

.. 

�--------- - - - -
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Below: Stolen from J. David Baker 
in 1968, this famous "lcehouse" cover 
has never been reco vered. It is re
corded as the only kno wn co ver 
sho wing an original use of the 90tt 
stamp of 1869. 

Sent from Boston, Aug. 8, 1873, the 
90tt 1869 with 12tt and 101t Banknote 
stamps were used to pay a $1. 12 
quadruple rate by British mails to 
Calcutta, India. The cover is ad
dressed to the "lcehouse, Calcutta 
East Indies. " 

For a more detailed story on this 
cover see article by Richard Searing 
in "Chronicle" No. 106, May 1980. 

' t , 

' 
' •  · •  
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A t  right: Double U. S. internal rate via British open mail 
on a cover sent to France from New Orleans, Feb. fO, 
1857. 

Sent during the "three months period" just prior to the 
U. S. -French mail convention, postage was paid by a 
pair of the flt type II, a 3tt red of f851-2 and a 51t red 
brown stamp of f856. 

Sent from San Francisco in August, f870, the fOtt stamp 
represents a 2tt overpayment of the double rate (2 x 4tt per 
l1 ounce) by open mail to England, as explained on page 
304. Since such covers were only prepaid to the British 
frontier, the postage from England to destination was 
collect in France. Since the due postage was 15 decimes. at 
5 decimes per 7'h grammes, or triple rate, the letter must 
have weighed o ver f5 grammes (or approximately a half 
ounce) and Jess than 3h ounces. 

THE FORFJGN MAILS 

A t  left: 10/t type Ill of 1856 and 12/t 1851 stamps overpay the 
A merican packet rate by f It on a co ver sent by British open 
mail from Kankakee Depot, Ill. to Belgium in August, f856. 

The "U.S. PKT' shows the service and the rectangular 
box, applied by the Belgian exchange office, sho ws the 
debit from England and postage due in Belgium. 

A t  left: A mourning cover sent from Salem, Mass. to St. 
Petersburg, Russia. Probably sent in f862, as the rate to 
Russia by Prussian Closed Mails was dropped from 371t to 
351t per half ounce in May, f863. Here, double the 37tt rate or 
74/t has been prepaid by two 301t, a fOlt type II, a 31t and a flt  
f86f stamp. 

1 



THE U. S. - BRITISH MAIL TREATY OF 1849 - 1868 

Th is w eek we are p leased to presen t a guest editor, Prof. George E. Hargest, of C lark Un iven ity, 

Worcester, Mass. Mr. Hargest is a postal h istory student, whose principal in terest is Un ited States 

Postal  Rates to and from France and other European co un tries .  This week 's co lumn w i l l  be fo l lowed 

by two others by Mr. Hargest. 

-H. J .  & J. D. Baker 
Some Notes on Foreign Mail Rates 

Do you have a cover addressed to Great Britain that has markings similar to 
those presented here? Such a cover should show a prepayment of 24 cents.  That 
was the rate to Great Britain from February 1 5, 1 849, to January 1 ,  1 868, for a 
letter not exceeding one-half ounce in  weight. 

For our present consideration, the significant thing about these markings is 
the figure "3" or " 1 9" .  These are accounting marks, and they represent the 
amount that the U . S .  said it owed Great Britain for the let ter. They are in red ink, 
to indicate that this amount had been credi ted in  the accounts. During this 
period (when our first pos tal trea ty wi th Bri tain prevailed) ,  each individual 
letter was separately accounted for between the two countries. The 24 cents rate 
was, in real i ty, the summation of three individual rates, established by the 
treaty as fol lows: U . S .  in land postage-S<t;  Packet pos tage- 1 6<t ;  Bri t ish in land 
postage-3<t .  Total postage-24<t. 

The term "packet postage" referred to that part of the rate that was used to pay 
the ship which conveyed the letter across the Atlan tic. A "packet" was a vessel of 
a " line" that had been awarded by a governmen t a contract to carry the mails .  By 
the treaty, the "packet postage" was to belong to the coun try that furnished the 
packet.  

Thus, i f  a New Yorker placed 24 cents in stamps on a letter addressed to Great 
Britain and the New York post office forwarded the letter in a packet under con
tract to Great Britain, the letter would be marked " 1 9" in red. This would mean 
that the U .S. kept its own inland postage of 5 cents, and marked the cover to 
show that i t  owed Great Britain 1 9  cents- 1 6  cen ts for the packet which that 
country furnished, and 3 cents for British inland postage. 

On the other hand, i f  the letter crossed the Atlantic in a packet of a " l ine" that 
was under contract to the U .S .  ( the line did not have to be of U . S .  regis try) ,  the 
U .S .  would keep i ts own inland postage plus the packet postage and mark the 
cover with a red "3"  to show i t  owed Great Britain 3 cents for Bri t i sh inland 
postage. 

Uuly 7, 1962] 

. ,  
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The 241t gray lilac of 1860 used to 
prepay single rate postage to Scot
land by closed bag from Chicago via 
Portland, Maine (in winter) and the 
Allan line steamer "Canadian (II) " to 
Liverpool. The rare Chicago American 
packet exchange marking is struck 
in red and the stamp canceled by a 
blue grid. The "Glasgow Packet/Paid/ 
Mar. 2811861 " was applied upon 
receipt (still closed bag?) at Glasgow. 
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THE FORFJGN MAILS 

Some Notes on Foreign Mail Rates - Part II 
The Exchange Offices 

George E. Hargest 
Guest Edi tor 

The Exchange Office was the focal point  of the foreign mail service. Al l  mail 
addressed to a foreign country was routed to one of  the exchange offices .  These 
offices were establi shed by treaty, or by addi tional articles to a treaty, and each 
office in the U . S .  had an office or offices in the foreign country with which i t  
would exchange mai l .  The exchange offices made up the mails to be dispatched. 
Letters addressed to a particu lar cou ntry , or to a particu lar point in a country, 
were tied in bundles, and the mail con tained in these bundles was accompanied 
by a letter bi l l .  These were printed forms ( the format of  which was establ ished in 
the mail treaty) which the exchange office fil led in .  For ordinary mai l  i t  was 
sometimes prescribed that each letter and i ts weigh t be recorded for each class of 
mail ;  on others , merely  the numbers of le tters and their total weight was suf
ficient. Total amounts debi ted or credi ted to the other office were shown. These 
letter bi l l s  were directed to a particular exchange office abroad where, upon 
receipt, the contents were checked against  the letter b i l l  received, and an ac
knowledgment of receipt was sen t to the dispatching office . It wi l l  be seen that 
the actual accounting was performed on the letter b i l l s .  Each letter, however, 
was marked with the appropriate debi t or credit because it was often necessary 
to know how it had original l y  been accoun ted for .  Letters were frequently 
missen t ,  forwarded or returned, and once they were separated from their letter 
b i l l  it was impossible to tel l  how they had been accounted for un less they were so 
marked. 

Under the first Bri tish treaty exchange offices were established in the fol low
ing ci ties : 

Origina l ly ,  New York and Boston . Later added : - Philadelphia ,  1 - 1 -54; 
Portland, Me. , 1 - 1 -59; Detroit  and Chicago, 2- 1 4-59; San Francisco ,  1 0- 1 9-63; 
Bal timore, 1 1 - 1 1 -65 . San Francisco appears to have been used as an exchange 
office prior to the Addi tional Article at the above date .  ( I t  never was an exchange 
office for the dispatch of mail during the l i fe of the firs t British treaty. ) 

We i l lustrate with this article an example of an exchange office marking. 
Typical ly ,  these show the name of the office, and on prepaid letters, the word 
"Paid. " The amount of credit may be included in the mark , but it was frequently 
shown as a separate figure, ei ther by handstamp or in manuscript. Frequently, 
"Br. Pkt" or "Am. Pkt" is  also shown . 

Markings from New York and Boston are most frequen tly seen . Phi ladelphia 
markings are quite scarce, whi le  those from Portland Maine, are defin itely 
scarce. Those from Chicago, Detroit  and Bal timore are rare, even i n  the Bank 
Note period. An addi tional 5 cents U . S .  in land postage was charged on mail 
from the Pacific coast .  San Francisco markings do not show a debit or credit, but 
show the total rate-to Bri tain ,  29 cents-ei ther in the postmark or as a separa te 
figure. They are scarce . 

[July 1 4, 1 962) 

The Transatlantic Mails 

George E. Hargest 
Guest Editor 

The marking shown opposite was appl ied by the British Post Office to mail 
that originated in "Colonies or Coun tries beyond the sea" and passed in transit 
through England to France. Al though the marking is  British, i ts signi ficance is 
of importance to col lectors of United States covers. I t  has been held tha t  the " Art. 
1 2" or ' 'Art. 1 3 ' '  referred to Article 1 2  and Article 13 of  the Anglo-French treaty of 



U. S. - BRITISH MAIL TREATY; THE U. S. 5¢ INLA ND RATE 

1 843. This i s  not so. The real story is  of much greater interest .  
On March 3 1 ,  1 844, additional articles to the Anglo-French 1 843 treaty were 

signed. These established a new system of accounting for mail between the two 
countries. Complete descriptions of what was to be charged or credi ted to each 
account were wri tten up and agreed upon by the post offices of the two countries. 
In order to avoid cumbersome account titles, each of these descriptions was given 
a number which would be referred to when a debit or credi t  was made. Together, 
these descriptions were called the "Articles in the Accounts' ' .  Prescribed letter 
bill  forms had columns in which the weight of each letter was l i s ted. These 
columns were summed, and the rate by accounting article number was applied 
to the total .  The rate for mail from or to the United S tates was established by 
Article 52 of  the treaty. By this article France paid Bri tain 40 pence per ounce 
British for letters that originated in "Colonies or Coun tries beyond the sea, 
wherever the same may be si tuated" for sea conveyance and British transi t. 
Article 52 mail was first included in Accounting Article 1 2  for unpaid mail  and 
1 8  for paid mail . Since all Article 52 mail from the United S tates was forwarded 
by Britain to France as unpaid, only Accounting Article 1 2  appl ied to mai l  from 
the United States . 

I t  was agreed that each letter should be marked with the number of the Article 
in the Accounts to which it had been charged by the dispatching office. Bri tain, 
therefore, prepared a rectangular handstamp showing in two l ines, "Colonies/ 
&c Art 1 2 ' ' ,  which was applied in orange-red ink to each le tter so dispatched. 
"Colonies &c" means "Colonies and so forth" and refers to the phrase in treaty 
Article 52. "Colonies and countries beyond the sea, wherever the same may be 
si tuated" .  These Accounting Articles were revi sed, and beginning in January l ,  
1 846, Article 1 2  was replaced by Article 1 3 . Sometime during the early months of 
1 85 1 ,  use of the Article 1 3  handstamp was discontinued on mail from the Uni ted 
S tates , and by the time the s tamps of the 1 85 l issue appeared, it had not been used 
for several months.  I t  is ,  therefore, s trange indeed to occas ional ly  see a cover in 
an auction that bears a 5¢,  1 856, stamp and also a "Colonies/ &c Art 1 3" hand
stamp, usually with a French due 15 marking. Those who would l ike to th ink 
such a 5¢ stamp was originally on the offered cover have to explain how this 
handstamp appears with an 1 856 stamp that was issued six years after the use of 
the handstamp had been abandoned. 

Uuly 21 ,  1 962] 

Our First Postal Treaty With Great Britain: 

The United States 5 Cents Inland Rate 

George E. Hargest 
Guest Editor 

Our first postal treaty with Great Bri tain, effective on February 1 5, 1 849, es
tablished for all  of the United States (except the Pacific Coast) an inland rate of 
five cents per half ounce letter. This i s  s trange, s ince the domestic rate was 5 cents 
for a dis tance up to 300 miles and I 0 cents if the letter was conveyed a greater 
distance. This meant that it would cost  an Englishman only 5 cents for United 
States inland postage to have a letter originating in Britain conveyed from 
Boston to New Orleans, while it would cos t  a resident of Boston 1 0  cents to send a 
letter to that city. 

This odd si tuation grew out of difficul ties encountered in negotiating the 
treaty, George Bancroft, who represented the United S tates in the negotiations ,  
first proposed a simple arrangement or convention between the Post Offices of 
the two countries that would establish a rate that included the existing inland 
rate of each country. The British rejected this proposal because i t  would make it 
very difficult to account for a varying inland rate. They proposed that a uniform 
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George Bancroft had been Secretary 
of the Na vy, 1845-6 and was later 
Minister to England. His chief claim 
to fame, however, was as author of a 
multi-volume history of the United 
States. 
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For more about Ca ve Johnson and a 
picture, see page 132. 

THE FOREIGN MAILS 

in land rate be adopted, that would be the same amount  for both countries . 
Bancroft rejected thi s  proposal, since the great dis tances in  the Uni ted States 
would require a rate higher than the British could al low. The resulting impasse 
was broken by Bancroft who proposed a compromise. I n  a dispatch to James 
Buchanan, then Secretary of State, Bancroft describes his proposal :  

" . . .  T o  keep j ust  accounts under s o  varying rates would have been difficul t .  I 
agreed, therefore, to make an average of the in land rates in  each country . . .  and to 
adopt uniformly these average rates . In England the in land rate on a letter, i f  
paid in advance, i s  one  penny :  i f  not paid i n  advance, as most foreign letters are 
not, i t  is two pence. Three half  pence, then is a j us t  and fair uniform Bri tish 
inland rate. For America, an i nland letter, if received at a Post Office for del i 
very, and not for transmission, pays two cents :  i f  transmi tted, i t  pays a varying 
rate of five or ten cents. The average is, therefore, five and two- thirds of a cent, -
less than 6 cents . " 

Once the uniform 5 cents in land rate was agreed upon, Bancroft sought a fu l l 
fledged treaty, rather than an agreement between the  Pos t  Offices . He fel t  that 
only a treaty, signed by the President and approved by two-thirds of the Senate, 
could establish an inland rate di fferent than that set by Congress.  

When Postmaster General Cave Johnson heard of the proposal, he became 
irate, and wrote Bancroft: 

" I can never give my consent to any arrangement which will au thorize the 
letters of the Citizens of the United States, when conveyed in the Engl ish Mails ,  
to be charged more than i s  paid by British subjects for the same service and at the 
same time, undertake to convey Brit ish letters in the Mails  of the United States 
for less than the price paid by our own c i tizens . " 

And that j ust about summed up the s i tuation, but Cave Johnson was going to 
have nothing to say about what was done. Nei ther did Clanricarde, Brit ish Post
master General .  Henceforth, the negotiations were carried on by Bancroft and 
the British Chancel lor of the Exchequer, Lord Wood, and in the end the treaty 
was s igned by Bancroft and Lord Palmerston , British Foreign Secretary . 

Bancroft was to l ive to see the day when on November 24,  1 868, the Post Offices 
of the two countries made a s imple postal agreement that set an in land rate for 
the Uni ted States at one cen t  less than that establ ished by Congress. Such had 
been the change in the concept of the treaty-making power. 

[July 28, 1 962] 

British Open Mail  

Part III 

By George E.  Hargest 

The 24¢ ra te to Great Bri tain ,  previously discussed, was an " in ternational " 
rate. That means i t  was the rate between the two countries only .  The " transi t "  
rate was the  amount  paid for the conveyance of a letter over Bri ti sh terri tory 
when addressed to a country beyond. This was establ ished al I �  pence or 3¢ .  
When the  treaty was being framed, the  tran s i t  rate proved Lo  be  a di fficu l t  
problem . Clanricarde, Br i t i sh  Postmaster General, wan ted the Uni ted S tates to 
prepay the transit  rate on each letter. This  would have meant that on a letter 
addressed to a German state, for example, 24¢ would have had Lo been prepaid in 
the Uni ted States, which would have paid the le tter through England. Since 
many of the treaties Brita in had signed wi th foreign countries had flat, undivid
ed rates that included Brit ish trans i t  postage, Bancroft (who negotiated for the 
United S tates) felt  the Brit ish would ei ther be col lecting double trans i t  postage, 
or the accounting would become unnecessari ly compl icated. He, therefore, 
proposed that the trans i t  postage not be prepaid in the Uni ted S tates. He ex
plained his  posi tion in these words: 



OPEN MAILS VIA THE U. S. - BRITISH TREATY 

" . .  .I held that we should have the right to bring transit letters in our own 
packets to a British port, and deposi t  them free of Bri tish charge in the Bri ti sh 
Post Office, there to be treated as letters originating in England . . .  " 

Rancroft preva i l ed and i t  was thus required that  the Uni ted Sta tes in land 
postage of 5¢ be prepaid in the United S tates on all transit letters to be sent in the 
"Open Mai l " ,  but on those conveyed across the Atlantic by an American packet, 
the 1 6¢ packet postage would also have to be prepaid. Hence, 5¢  was to be pre
paid when the letter was conveyed by a Bri tish packet and 2 1  ¢ when the packet 
was American . This ingenious system relieved the Uni ted S tates of accounting 
for any letters dispatched in the "open mai l " .  Bri tain, of course, col lected her 
share of the postage from the country of destination, under rates established by 
her treaty with that country . 

The .term, "open mai l " ,  needs to be explained. "Open mail" was dispatched 
by a Uni ted S tates exchange office to a corresponding British exchange office 
whence i t  was forwarded from one exchange office to another on i ts route, each 
office routing it to the next. This was in contras t to "closed mail" which was 
dispatched in closed, sealed bags, and passed in tact over British terri tory, and 
sometimes also over the terri tory of a country beyond Britain, to an exchange 
office at a distribution point abroad where the bags were opened for the first 
time. Closed mail bags were generally accompanied by a diplomatic or pos tal 
agent of the dispatching country while in transi t  over foreign terri tory. 

The sett l ing of the open mail rates did not solve a l l  the problems of the treaty 
negotiators, since these rates cou ld not be made to apply in a l l  cases.  There were 
also to be considered rates to countries with whom Britain had no postal treaty , 
but with whom mai l s  were exchanged, and to those countries whose treaties 
with Bri tain required that postage to destination be prepaid. These wi l l  be dis
cussed at a later time. 

[December l,  1 962] 

At left. 
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A 5¢ red brown stamp of 1856 paying the 
U. S. inland rate by British Open Mail, British 
Packet. on a cover addressed to Greece. 
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A t  right. Sent from New Orleans on Dec. 27, 1856 to 
Switzerland, this cover bears 70¢ in postage for 
intended transmission via Prussian Closed Mails as 
a double rate letter. For some unknown reason, the 
letter was sent instead by the American Packet 
"Ericcson (then sailing as a Collins line steamer) " in 
the British open mail. so that only 42¢ (2 x 21 ¢) of the 
postage was used. 

The GB 40 tray marking was struck in error as the 
co ver actually went via the A nglo-Prussian mails to 
Switzerland where it was rated 180 rappen due 
posfage. 

With 1F60c "Tray" marking used during 
the "3 months ' period" prior to the beginning 
of the U. S. -French mail treaty of 1857. 

The co ver has Boston British Packet. 
British exchange transit and a blue A thens 
receiving marking on the back. 
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British Mail 
Part IV 

By George E. Hargest 

THE FORFJGN MAILS 

When the British treaty was framed, Britain was exchanging mail with a num
ber of countries with whom i t  had no postal convention. Since no accounting 
cou ld exist between Britain and the country i n q ues ti on , it was necessary that 
Britain col lect the postage on mail received as well as on mail sent .  Therefore, 
ful l  prepayment was required in Bri tain on letters posted in Britain addressed to 
these dest inations and al l  letters posted in these countries addressed to Britain 
were sent unpaid with full postage col lected from the recipient in Britain.  The 
United S tates "hooked into" this system by adding 21 ¢ to the British rates (5¢ 
U .S .  inland and 1 6¢ packet postages ) .  On  a letter to China, for example, ful l  pre
payment to Chinese frontier was required in the Uni ted S tates and the same 
amount  was collected in the Uni ted S tates on letters received. 

On mail  to those countries whose treaties with Britain required ful l  prepay
ment of postage, the procedure on letters sent was the same, i . e . ,  2 1  ¢ was added to 
the rate from Britain .  Letters posted in a foreign country addressed to the United 
States were prepaid to Bri tain only (open mail ) ,  prepaid to the American frontier 
(generally)  or prepaid to destination in the United S tates (occasional ly) .  On mail 
prepaid to Britain only, the amount  collect in the Uni ted S tates would be 5¢,  i f  
conveyed by British packet, or  by American packet-2 1 ¢. Letters prepaid to the 
American frontier required a collection of the U .S .  inland postage of  5¢ only, 
whether by Bri tish or American packet, bu t i f  conveyed by American packet 
Britain credi ted the U ni ted States wi th 1 6¢ .  On letters prepaid to a des tination in 
the United S tates, Britain credited the U .S .  with 5¢, i f  by British packet and 21  ¢ ,  
i f  conveyed by American packet. This latter arrangement does not appear to have 
been used until  about 1 86 1 .  Mail from Brazil ,  via E ngland, is an example. 

On prepaid letters posted in the Uni ted S tates addressed to these destinations, 
the United S tates, s imilarly, made credi ts to Britain according to the conveying 
packet. For i l lustration, in 1 857,  the rate to many points by British Mail  was 33¢. 
This rate was made up as follows : 

U .  S. in land 5¢ 
Transatlantic 1 6  
British 1 2  

Rate 33¢ 

I f  transatlantic conveyance was by American packet, the Uni ted S tates kept the 
inland and packet postages of 2 1  ¢ and credi ted Britain with her share of 1 2¢ .  On 
the other hand, i f  the letter was conveyed by British packet, the United S tates 
retained the 5¢ inland postage and credi ted Britain wi th the 1 6¢ packet postage 
plus her share of 1 2¢-a total of 28¢. 

Since the United States was required to give Britain the proper credit  for her 
share of the postage, a table of these credits was made up and included in the 
deta i led regu la t ions to the trea ty .  Loca l pos tmas ters were in formed of the proper 
rates through occasional issues of the Postal Laws and Regu lations and of the 
Postal G uide, published by D. Appleton and Co. These contained schedules of 
rates to foreign destinations.  A bet ter di sseminat ion of foreign rate information 
began in 1 860 with the publication of the Un ited S tates Mail and Post Office 

Assistant .  Al though a private publication, it was officially recognized and 
schedules of foreign rates were distributed monthly to subscribing postmas ters. 

There were three routes by which British mail travel led to the Far East, 
namely,  via Southampton, via Marseilles and via Brindis i .  These wil l  be 
discussed later. 

[December 8, 1 962] 



RO UTES TO THE ORIENT VIA THE BRITISH MAILS 

Some Notes on Foreign Mail Rates 
Part V-British Mail Routes 

By George E. Hargest 

At the time of the signing of the U .S . -British treaty on December 1 5 , 1 848, 
there were two routes by which Bri tish Mail was conveyed to the Far East They 
were: 

Via Sou thamp ton - Mail  steamers left Southampton on the 4th and 20th of 
each month and travel led through Gibral tar, across the Medi terranean lo Mar
sei l les. These steamers left Marsei l les on the 1 2th and the 28th of the month and 
proceeded lo Alexandria, where both Britain and France maintained post 
offices. The mai l was conveyed across the i s thmus to Suez where it was placed 
aboard a Red Sea packet and thence conveyed lo the orient. After 1 869, the mail 
s teamer could pass through the canal . 

Via Marsei l les-If letters were mailed in England after the 4th or the 20th of 
the month , they could stil l  reach the same s teamer when i t  touched al  Marseil les, 
by travell ing overland across France in closed mail lo Marse i l les. These mai l s  
were closed al London on the 1 0th and 26th of the month . 

Two days were, therefore, al lowed for the mai l  from London lo reach Mar
sei l les, whi le it required eight days for mai l s teamers lo travel from Southamp
ton lo Marsei l les. Thus, there was a saving of six days by the overland mail lo 
Marsei l les. This route was more expensive, however, since i t  had lo bear the cost  
of French transit 

Via Brindisi-In answer lo questions pul  lo h im in the House of Commons, 
the Marquess of Hartington, British Postmaster General ,  described the via 
Brindis i  route, as fol lows : "Since October last ( 1 869) . . .  a mail  supplementary lo 
the ordinary Indian mai l .  . .  had been di spa tched week l y  to India ,  China and 
other countries, via Brindisi ,  and that mails had been also received weekly  by 
that route. The mai l s  were sent through France and del ivered to the I tal ian Post 
Office, which provided for their conveyance through I taly and from Brindisi to 
Alexandria . . .  a l  which point  they fel l  into the ordinary Overland Mai l .  In  order 
lo make . . .  payment to the I talian Government an addi tional charge is made of 
three pence for every half  ounce letter. . .  " (Hansard 's  Parliamentary Debates

Vol .  20 1 ,  p. 1 058; vol .  202 p. 492. ) 
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An example of the 33tt rate to a 
destination beyond England by British 
mails (see opposite page) Sent from 
Brunswick, Maine on Feb. 19, 1861. 
the co ver is directed to an officer on 
the U S S. "Mohican "  cruising on 
anti-slave ship patrol near St. Paul 
de Loando (Angola) 

Sent to England by the Cunarder 
"Canada, " which left Boston Feb. 20, 
and reached Liverpool on Mar. 3, 
1861, the cover bears a London PAID 
marking dated the following day 

A "PAID" marking applied at Bruns
wick, Maine and a red crayon credit 
of 28tt applied at Boston complete the 
story 

For an earlier co ver from the same 
correspondence, sent in Oct. 1860 via 
Portland by American Packet, see 
page 301 of "Simpson 's U. S. Postal 
Markings 1851-61, "by TJ. Alexander. 
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This column is repeated from pages 
177-8, as it is pertinent to both the 
pre-treaty and post treaty periods. 

For the rating detail of this 5tt- 10¢ 
1847 combination cover sent under 
the U.S. -Bremen postal arrangement 
of 1847, see above. 

The strip of five 5q; 1847 red-brown 
stamps are tied by red grids, matching 
the "MIC. CENTRAL R .R !Mic. " post
mark. 

The "AMERICA /UBER BREMEN" 
and the "1- 113" Bremen due marking 
are in red. 

The black "PAID PART' meant the 
cover was prepaid only to Bremen, 
as explained in the column, abo ve. 
The cover has black, framed Heidel
berg backstamps. 

THE FOREIGN MAILS 

Strangely, this route does not appear to have been made immediately availa
ble to mail from the United S tates. W hen the Franco-German war broke out in 
July, 1 870, the overland mail to Marseil les and the Brindisi route through 
France were suspended. Instead, mail was sent to Ostend, whence i t  travelled 
through Belgium, Germany and the Brenner pass to I taly where the I talian Post 
Office provided for its conveyance through I taly, through Brindisi  to Alexan
dria. This was virtually the same route used by North German Union mail. The 
Marseil les route was reopened to 1 872, but with dim inished importance, since 
the advantages of the Brindisi route (again passing through France) had been 
clearly demonstrated. 

[December 29, 1 962) 

1 847 Transatlantic Covers I 

Creighton Hart wrote on this subj ect in the February, 1 968 issue of The 

Chron icle of the U. S .  Phi latelic Classics Society. 
He divided these covers into three categories; the first, prior to J une 1 848, " the 

pre-retaliatory rate" covers; the second, June 1 848 through December 1 848, the 
"retal iatory rate" period. (During this period both the U. S .  and England 
charged 24¢ or I shilling on letters carried by contract transatlantic ships of the 
other country . )  The third; all covers after December, 1 848. 

I read this article before I s tarted on my first column about covers in my re
cently s tolen collection. 

In the col lection was a 1 0¢ 1 847 cover postmarked Cumberland, Maryland, 
August 1 2 , 1 847,  carried on the Cunarder H ibern ia from Boston on August  1 6th 
to Liverpool and Carl isle, England. The 1 0¢ stamp paid the rate over 300 miles 
from Cumberland to Boston . On the face of the cover is the I shi l l ing due mark. 

A second cover purchased in the Meroni sale was an April  4th, 1 848 combina
tion cover postmarked Michigan Central RR, addressed to Heidelberg, 
Germany. A 1 0¢ and five 5¢ 1 847 stamps prepaid the letter to Bremen. The 1 0¢ 
paid the postage to New York and the 25¢ overpaid the 24¢ rate across the 
Atlantic to Bremen by American Packet. 

The Ocean S team Navigation Company performed this service with the S .S .  
Washington and S .S .  Hermann.  The cover i s  addressed to Monsieur Lyman D.  

. 
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TRANSATLANTIC CO VERS VIA BRITISH MAILS WITH U. S. 1847 STAMPS 

Norris and was handstamped "PAID PART" in  black and "American Uber 
Bremen" and " 1 - 1 13 "  in red and a manuscript " 1 6" in black. 

There were none during the "retal iatory" rate period. This was on my 
"wanted" l ist .  There were three covers in the later period. One of these bore two 
5¢ singles which paid the double inland rate on a Phi ladelphia cover to Coln,  
Germany March 19 ,  1 849 "per Liverpool Steamer" "via Ostende" ,  addressed to 
Carl Godel .  A black rectangular hands tamp "AMERICA via ENGLAND",  and 
"2/ 1 0 "  in  manuscript indicated British charges for Atlantic, cross channel and 
carriage to destination . 

The other two traveled the Atlantic on the same s teamer in 1 850. More about 
these in a future column. 

[March 23,  1 968) 

1 847 Transatlantic Covers II 

In an earlier column I described three of the five covers from which I have been 
separated. 

Only when I started these columns did I uncover the fact that these covers 
which bore only  a 5¢ 1 847,  traveled together on the same transatlantic contract 
s teamer which departed from New York June 22nd, 1 850. 

Both letters were posted outside of New York; one was carried to the Phila
delphia post office J une 1 8 , 1 850, by B lood's  Dispatch. This letter arrived in New 
York "TOO LATE" to meet the "S teamer America" for which it was endorsed, 
so it went by the next s teamer on June 22nd. I t  was addressed to Mr .  Deval at 
Montauban ( France) .  The letter crossed the channel at Calais, J uly 9th. T he 
service was indicated by a red rectangular mark "COLONIES & ART 1 3 "  which 
established the rate to France. This mark was used from January 1 ,  1 846 to 
December 3 1 ,  1 855 .  Under this agreement France collected 15 decimes or 30¢ U .  
S .  per 4 ounces on  del ivery from which France paid England for the  service from 
New York to Calais. 

The 5¢ s tamp on the second cover posted at Hyde Park, N .  Y. June 1 8, 1 850 was 
unnecessary. The postmaster probably had very few letters addressed to England 
posted at his  office. The British Treaty effective February 1 849 recognized no 
partial payments: requiring ei ther total prepayment or postage was col lect. A 
black "5 " in a circle cancels the s tamp and indicates the debit  for U. S .  inland 
service due the United S tates from the " I /" ( 1  sh i l l ing) or 24¢ U . S .  col lected on 
del ivery from Miss M aria Briner in Liverpool, England. This 24¢ rate was 
divided 5¢ for U . S .  inland, 1 6¢ for sea carriage ( here collected by British as the 
letter was carried by a British packet) and 3¢ for British inland rate. 

The treaty, also, provided for "open mail "  to destinations beyond England. 
The 5¢ s tamp on the cover to France paid the 5¢  U .S .  inland rate required for 
letters carried by British packet in the "open mai l " .  

[March 1 6 ,  1968) 

Corrections 

After our remarks about the meticulous attention to facts which Henry Meyer 
insisted upon, it is perhaps fitting that we conclude this column with the fol
lowing corrections to our column of March 1 6, 1 968, ti tled " 1 847 Transatlantic 
Covers I I " .  

The rate t o  France from England was quoted a s  being " 1 5  decimes o r  30¢ U .  S .  
per 4 ounces" .  This should have read " 1 5  decimes or  30¢ U .  S .  per � ounce . " 

Lester Downing, a good friend of your edi tors, was nice enough to call our 
attention to the foregoing error, and also questioned whether the date of Decem
ber 3 1 ,  1 855 in the same column for the termi nation of the use of the Brit ish 
marking "Colonies & c. Art .  1 3 "  on mail from the United S tates was correct. 
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By error, this column was run a week 
before the column abo ve, rather than 
following it by a week. 

See correction, next column. 

See page 286-7 for an explanation of 
"open mail. " 

The first portion of this column is an 
obituary of Henry A .  Meyer. See page 
4. 
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Alan Robertson, the English au thority and author of Ship Letters - The Mari
t ime Postal  History of the British Is les on page D. 40/B s tates December 3 1 ,  1 855 
the date of last use of this marking. However, George E. Harges t, one of our 
guest edi tors , in the column on "The Transatlantic Mai ls"  which appeared in 

See page 285. the issue of Stamps for 2 1  July  1 962 s tates that "Sometime during the early  
months of 1 85 1 ,  use of the  Article 13  hands tamps was discontinued on mai l from 
the United S tates, and 0 0 . "  While these two eminent philatelists would seem 
to be in disagreement, that is  not necessari ly so, as Mr. Robertson 's  statement is 
accurate in that the marking was used unt i l  the later date on mail from places 
other than from the United States. We hope we have not ut terly  confused the 
issue and apologize for any consternation we may have caused by not qual i fying 
our remarks in the column of March 1 6, 1 968. 

This was when the U. S. domestic 
rate of 10<t tor "across the Rockies " 
was reduced to 3<t. 

No 2<t U. S. ship tee was required on 
letters sent westbound from the 
United States to Honolulu. 

From San Francisco to Bordeaux, 
France via British open mails and 
American Packet, November, 1856. 
Postage was 26<t, consisting of the 
21 <t normal for carriage to the British 
frontier plus an extra 5<t for origin on 
the U. S. west coast. 

[May 4, 1 968] 

The Extra 5¢ To California & Oregon 

The first British treaty with the United S tates, effective in February 1 849, pro
vided a rate of 24¢ or one shi l l ing to a l l  of the Uni ted S tates except Cali fornia and 
the Pacific Coast, which required 29¢ or one shi l l ing, 2Yi pence per half  ounce. 
The rate was discontinued July I ,  1 863, four and one-half  years prior to the 
expiration of this treaty . 

Stampless covers from the Pacific coast prior to July I ,  1 85 1 ,  since no postage 
stamps were available on the Pacific Coast unti l  after July  1 85 1 ,  show interest
ing markings on mail to England. The rates were total ly  prepaid "59" cents with 
" 1 9"  credit for British inland and sea carriage, partial ly prepaid "40" cents with 
"9Yi" pence col lect for British in land and sea carriage, or total ly unpaid "215 "  
pence. 

After J u ly I ,  1 85 1 ,  and continuing unti l July  I ,  1 863 , open mail to England or 
beyond via British Packet required 1 0¢ (5¢ U . S .  In land plus 5¢ Pacific Coast ) ,  or 
if by American Packet 26¢ (5¢  U. S .  Inland plus 1 6¢ sea carriage plus 5¢ Pacific 
Coast ) .  Covers ful ly  prepaid to England would require 29¢ of pos tage. A cover 
from London to Honolu lu  in 1 856, bearing the " l /2Yi' ' ,  i l lus trates this 29¢ rate. 
The 2¢ ship fee was not included. 

Mai l to and from France, before Apri l 1 s t ,  1 857 ,  by British Open Mail  also 
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required the 5¢ Pacific Coast rate. Those letters required the l 0¢ by British 
Packet and 26¢ by American Packet (explained in the previous paragraph)  and 
are quite hard to find. The postage could be paid by cash or s tamps. The new 
postal treaty with France, April l ,  1 857, did not require the 5¢ Pacific Coast 
surcharge. 

Mail to and from Canada, from April 6, 1 85 1  to February 1 7 , 1 864, also re
quired the 5¢ Pacific Coast surcharge, 9d or 1 5¢ per hal f  ounce being the Pacific 
Coast rate, 6d or l 0¢ the rate elsewhere. The 1 855 Postal Law provided the rate to 
be 1 5¢ per half oz. if the distance were over 3 ,000 mi les, 1 0¢ if under 3,000 mi les, 
prepayment optional .  

This law prevailed unti l  August  1 864, when a U . S .  Postal order es tablished 
1 0¢ per half oz. as the uniform rate of letters postage to foreign countries with 
which no postal treaties or arrangements have been concluded. The rate table at 
this time exempts Canada and New Brunswick fr�m the addi tional 5¢ regulation 
over 3 ,000 miles, but l eaves i t  in effect for Nova Scotia.  The rate became l 0¢ from 
all s tates to Nova Scotia January 1 ,  1 868 after they j oined the Canadian Federa
tion. 

[October 3, 1964] 

Some Notes on Foreign Mail Rates 
Part VI-Mails to France Before the Treaty 

By George E. Hargest 

The Anglo-French treaty of 1 843 provided that France pay Britain 40 pence 
per ounce for sea conveyance and British transit of unpaid letters which origi
nated in "Colonies or countries beyond the sea, wherever the same may be s i tuat
ed" and delivered by the British Post Office to the French Post Office. On her 
side, Britain was to pay France 40 decimes per 30 grammes of such mail del ivered 
by the French Post Office to the British Post Office . Mai l  from the United S ta tes, 
of course, fel l  under this treaty provision. 

When the U.S . -British treaty was being framed in  1 848, the existence of  this 
provision made it necessary that the 1 6¢ packet rate and the 3¢ Bri tish transit rate 
not apply to France. Therefore, France was excluded from the "open mail"  
provisions of  the U .S . -British treaty. The arrangement that  finally developed 
was that 5¢ inland postage be prepaid in the United S ta tes on every letter sent, via 
England to France. If transatlantic conveyance was by British packet, no further 
prepayment was necessary. The 5¢ paid the letter aboard a British packet in 
Boston or New York and once on board the letter immediately fel l  under the 40 
pence per ounce rate of the Anglo-French treaty. 

I f  France was to pay Britain, France, of course, had to col lect from the recipi
ent of the letter, and that would necessarily be done in French money on the 
French system of weight. The amount to be col lected was set up this way: A 
single rate was arrived at by dividing the 40 decimes per 30 grammes by four. 
This resulted in a l 0 decimes per 7\.1! grammes single rate that paid the letter to the 
French frontier. To this French inland postage was added. 

French inland postage during this period was a complicated matter. Suffice i t  
to  say that in the period 1 849-December l ,  1 85 1 ,  the most frequently seen rates 
show 5, l 0, 1 5  etc. decimes added to the above l 0, 20, 30 etc. decimes making total 
collections of 1 5  decimes, 30 decimes and 45 decimes, according to the weight of 
the letter. 

If transatlantic service was by American packet, the packet postage of  1 6¢ as 
well as the 5¢ inland postage was required to be prepaid in the United States. In 
the period, 1 849-December l , 1 85 1 ,  there does not appear to have been a dif
ference made in the amount collected on British packet or American packet mail.  
The few covers seen which show a prepayment of 2 1 ¢  or 42¢ also show callee-
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As there was a postal agreement 
between the United States and 
Canada, the change was probably 
made to better conform to the new 
U. S. uniform rate established July 1, 
1863, which reduced the US rate for 
letters sent coast to coast from 10¢ to 
3¢ 
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From "Items from a departed collec
tion, Ill. "  

The small Boston "PAID" markings 
are very rare on 12<t 1851 co vers, per 
Ashbrook. 

This is the co ver described abo ve. It 
is also illustrated in Brookman's 3-
volume "The United States Postage 
Stamps of the 1fJth Century, " Vol. I, 
page 175. Brookman noted that 1851 
uses of the 12<t stamps are very rare. 
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tions of 1 5, 30 or 45 decimes. The question i s  sti l l  a moot one, however, since a 
prepayment of 2 1  ¢ does not mean that the letter actual ly  crossed the Atlantic in 
an American packet. 

Effective December 1 ,  1 85 1 ,  a French decree establ ished uniform ra tes on mail 
from or to the United S tates for a l l  of France . For letters conveyed by British 
packet and not exceeding 7� grammes, 13 decimes were col lected; not over 1 5  
grammes, 2 6  decimes, etc. On American packet mai l the col lection was 8 decimes 
the single rate, 1 6  decimes for a double rate, etc.  

The United States prepayments were for a s ingle rate not exceeding one half 
ounce, while the single rate col lection in France was for 7� grammes. The treaty 
held an ounce to be equal to 30 gra mmes when i t  actua l l y  weighs only 28,35 
grammes . The difference in the weight of a single rate and the discrepancy in 
equating ounces and grammes makes i t  possib le to find in teresting differences in 
prepayment and col lection . 

These last rates were in effect until  January I ,  1 857.  The rates between January 
I and April 1 ,  1 857,  present interesting problems and these wi l l  be discussed at  a 
later time. 

Uanuary 5, 1 963] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Our next cover bears a pair of 1 2¢ 1 85 1  's paying the 24¢ rate to England. How-

ever, this letter was addressed to Mis ter Christian Fluerle, c/o Rauch Brothers 
Heilbronn,  Kingdom of Wurtemberg, Germany,  Europe. The stamps are tied by 
two small black Boston "PAID" and a double circle French receiving mark, 
"B .A. CALAIS . " The L iverpool receiving mark is dated "DEC 1 8" ,  Calais Dec. 
1 9, and Heilbronn Dec. 2 1 ,  1 85 1 .  The letter crossed the channel and traveled 
across France by rai l to Germany. The manuscript mark 5 1 16 in black and "57 " 
in red are interpreted as fol lows :  

France paid to Britain 
French trans i t  

France charged Wurtemburg 
French Wurtemburg transit  
Wurtemburg Inland 

[October 12 ,  1 968] 

• 

1 0  decimes 
3 decimes 

1 3  decimes 40 Kr . 
1 1  Kr. 
__§. Kr.  

57 Kr. 

20¢ 
6¢ 

26¢ 
6¢ 
4¢ 

36¢ 

.... , ·  .,// ..... .. 
- �' I r 
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5¢ Inland Rate 

We have wondered how many covers exist with the 5¢ inland rate paid by 
either five 1 ¢  s tamps or a pair of 1 ¢  and a 3¢ s tamp, prior to M arch 24, 1 856, the 
earliest recorded date of use of the 5¢ 1 856 s tamp. 

Covers with five 1 ¢ 1 85 1  s tamps are unusual enough to be pictured in auction 
catalogs and therefore can be lis ted. On the other hand, the covers bearing the 3¢ 
plus a pair of ones do not have enough value to be l is ted and therefore are more 
difficult to tabulate. 

Since the 5¢  rate was required on covers carried by British Packet under the 
British Treaty, we might suppose that the greates t number of  covers went to 
England and those addressed beyond, to France, Germany, or I talian S tates are 
quite unusual .  

[February 27, 1965) 

Some Notes on Foreign Mail Rates 

Part VII-Mails to France 
January 1 to April 1, 1857 

By George E. Hargest 

The Anglo-French treaty of September 24, 1 856, effective January 1 ,  1 857 ,  
provided in Article XXXI, as fol lows : 

"The British Post Office and the French Post Office shall determine, by mu
tual consent, the conditions upon which shall be exchanged in open mail s  . . .  let
ters . . .  originating in or addressed to the colonies or foreign countries w hich 
make use of the two countries as a means of communicating with each other. " 

Open mail rates were first  established and included in the detai led regula
tions .  France was to collect 50 centimes ( 5 decimes )  on every letter of 7111. grammes, 
or fraction of 7111. grammes, dispatched to France by Britain a t  the transi t rate of 40 
centimes per 30 grammes bulk weight  of such mai l .  On le tters charged with both 
sea and transit postages and dispatched by Britain at  the rate of I franc, 60 
centimes, France was, similarly ,  to collect 80 centimes (8 decimes) .  These same 
amounts were to be collected (prepaid)  in France for like letters forwarded by 
France to Britain. 

These rates, when applied to mail from the United Sta tes ,  created the fol low
ing total ra tes: 

Via British Packet (charged with sea and transit  postages) :  Required to be 
prepaid in the United Sta tes, letter not exceeding 111. oz. , 5¢; collected in France, 
per 7111. grammes-8 decimes, or 1 5¢;  total ra te 20¢. 

Via A merican Packet (charged with transit postage only ) :  Required to be pre
paid in the United States, letter not exceeding 111. oz . ,  2 1  ¢; collected in France, per 
7111. grammes-5 decimes, or 1 0¢ ;  total rate 3 1 ¢ .  

Because of greatly decreased American packet service, and probably also 
because of the difference in the total rate, only one example of the 5 decimes col 
lection, v ia  American packet, has come to  light .  Since th i s  rate was in use  for 
only three months, covers showing the Bri tish packet collection of 8 decimes are 
defini tely scarce. 

The detailed regulations also provided that every unpaid let ter ( international 
letters between France and England or Malta excepted) charged with transi t or 
sea postage should bear on the address side in black ink, a s tamp of prescribed 
shape which showed the rate at which the dispatching office had del ivered the 
letter to the other office. Britain ,  therefore, applied one of the two i l lustrated 
marks (Fig. l )  to letters from the United States which it del ivered to the French 
post office. 

The i l lustrations shown are two of twenty-four such marks il lustrated in the 
detailed regulations; others were added later. The reason for having a mark of a 

295 

The "inland rate " discussed here 
really should have been called the 
"open mail rate, " by British mails and 
steamers. It only applied to letters 
addressed beyond England to coun
tries with which England had postal 
treaties or conventions and not to 
letters addressed to England, or the 
British Isles. Therefore, no covers 
addressed to England with just Sit 
prepaid and accepted should exist. 

Even the best of us slip at times! 

For a cover to Bordeaux by American 
packet, with Sit added for Pacific 
Coast origin, see page 292. 

Note covers on pages 268, 282, 287 
and 299. 
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flg. 2. ~ 
Note covers on pages 287 and 299. 

Which is to say, such covers directed 
to France normally were prepaid the 
21 ¢per half ounce required for service 
by American packet via England. even 
though they might be sent at a lesser 
rate. 
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different shape for each rate was evidently to al low postal clerks to rate letters 
according to the shape of the mark without necessity of reading the figures. 
These are often termed, " tray" or "parti tioned" marks, and there are collectors 
who specialize in col lecting them. 

I t  should be mentioned that we had no postal treaty with France in the period 
from January l ,  1 870, to August l ,  1 874. During that period a prepayment of  4 
cents paid a letter to the British frontier, whence Bri tain  forwarded the letter to 
France under the same conditions that American packet mail was forwarded in 
this three-month period. Such letters show a col lection of 5 decimes, a GB/40¢ 
marking in black and the marking of the traveling post office, Calais to Paris, 
exactly as they appeared from January l to April l, 1 857 .  

[April 27, 1 963] 

Part VIII-Mails Direct to France 
Before the Treaty 

By George E. Hargest 

In 1 845 Postmaster General Cave Johnson invi ted tenders for a mail service 
between New York and several selected European ports. Edward Mills  was final
ly  awarded a five-year contract for a fort-nightly service between New York and 
Bremen , and the privilege of establishing a l ike service between New York and 
Havre . Each of these services would require two steamships, and for each ship 
an annual subsidy of $ 100,000 was awarded. Mills organized the Ocean S team 
Navigation Company, which buil t  the Washington and Hermann and put them 
on the lucrative immigrant run between New York and Bremen, touching at  
Southampton each way . By 1 84 8  no sh ips had been bu i l t  for  the New York
Havre run,  and the $200,000 annual subsidy had not been used. In 1 849 the rights 
to this run were sold to Messrs. Fox and Livingston, who organized the New 
York and Havre Steam Navigation Company. Orders for two wooden-paddle 
steamers of 2 ,000 tons each were placed with Westervel t &  McKay, and the first of 
these, the Fran k lin, left New York on October 5, 1 850, wi th the first "direct" mail  
to France under this contract . The Humboldt made her maiden voyage on May 
6th of the fol lowing year, both ships touching a t  Cowes on the Is le of Wight (in 
the Sou thampton Harbor Complex)  each way.  

Until July l ,  1 85 1 ,  the rate to the French frontier by this route was 24¢ for a 
letter not exceeding one-half ounce, to be prepaid when sent from, or col lected 
when received in the United S tates. The Act of March 3, 1 85 1 ,  (effective, July l )  
reduced this rate to 20¢ . On letters addressed to the ci ty of Havre, French inland 
postage of 3 decimes (30 centimes) for every 71/i grammes (about l;4 oz. ), or fraction 
of 7 Yi grammes, was collected on delivery. Those addressed to a point  in France 
beyond Le Havre were charged double this rate. These rates remained in effect 
until  the French treaty came into operation on April 1 ,  1 857 .  

As was true of mail by a l l  routes, those who wished their letters to go by the 
first steamer, regardless of national i ty ,  prepaid the maximum rates, and en
dorsed i t  "By First Steamer, " "By S teamer" or to a particular ship. Thus, since 
maximum postage was prepaid, i t  could go by any ship. 

Covers showing Havre Line service during this period are rare. Some of the 
few seen show a 20¢ prepayment; others show the maximum prepayment of 21 ¢ .  
The New York exchange office American Packet marking was not used until 
1 852 (earl iest seen, September 4)  and covers prior to that date do not show i t. The 
characteristic French receiving mark is  a double-circle "Outre-Mer/Le Havre" 
marking, with date in center, and applied in reddish-orange ink. Also, of  course, 
a French due marking of 3, or a multiple of 3 deci mes. While all "Havre Packet" 
covers in this period are rare, those showing prepayment by s tamps are rarest, 
only several being noted. 
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Rare also are covers showing the maximum 2 1  ¢ prepayment  by stamps, which 
were sent  by Bri tish packet .  American packet covers, via England, bearing seven 
3¢ s tamps or three 3¢ stamps, plus a 1 2¢ stamp, are scarce to very scarce, while 
those bearing two 1 0¢ stamps and a l ¢ s tamp are rare indeed. 

[May 4, 1963] 

Part IX-Treaty Mails to France: 
Routes 8c Rates 

By George E. Hargest 

Our first postal treaty wi th France, which became effective April l ,  1 857 ,  was 
made possible by the Anglo-French treaty of September 24, 1 856. The U.S . 
French treaty established a rate of  15  cents per one-fourth ounce, or  fraction of 
one fourth ounce in the United States and 80 cen times per 7� grammes, or frac
tion of 7� grammes for France. Letters could be sent prepaid or unpaid, but a 
partial payment of the whole postage was not recognized. The treaty provided 
for three routes by which mail could be sent between the two countries and set 
the total debit or credit to be made by one country to the other for mail conveyed 
over each rou te .  Although the treaty did not say how much of the debit or credit 
was for inland, sea or transit postages, analysis shows the division to be as 
follows:  

British packets, via London through Dover to Calais : 

Postage 
U. S. Inland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Sea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Br. Transit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
French Inland . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Rate 
3¢  
6 
3 
3 

1 5¢ 

Prepaid Unpaid 
(Credit) (Debit) 

3¢ 
6¢ 
3 
3 

1 2¢ 
( Red) 

3¢ 
(Black) 
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The reference to covers prepaid with 
21 rt in stamps that were sent by British 
Packet means those covers with such 
postage which were actually sent by 
British rather than A merican Packet 
or by the Havre Line to France. 

This cover was sent via the "Hum
boldt' ' of the Havre line to France 
from New York, 13 Dec. 1851 with the 
20rt postage prepaid by at least one 
each of the U. S. 1851 stamp issue 
then a vailable. The cover bears a 
12rt, two 3rt red (a very early use for 
this color) and a pair of 1 rt type II 
stamps. 

The cover bears a faint red French 
"OUTRE-MER!LE HA VRE" marking 
with illegible date. It apparently 
weighed just o ver 7'h grammes as it 
was charged double rate postage due 
in France, or 12 decimes, as de
scribed on the opposite page, for 
carriage beyond Havre to Lyon. 
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American packets, via London through Dover to Calais: 

Postage 
U. S. Inland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Sea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
Br. Transit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
French Inland . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

Rate 
3¢ 
6 
3 

_l_ 
1 5¢ 

Prepaid Unpaid 
(Credit) (Debit) 

3¢ 

L 
6¢ 

( Red) 

3¢ 
6 

9¢ 
(Black) 

Since Bri tain was not a party to the U .S . -French treaty, mail was forwarded 
through Bri tain under the closed mail provisions of the Anglo-French treaty of 
1 856. In fact, that treaty anticipated the French treaty and provided in the 
detailed regulations for closed mail letter bills on mail from the United S ta tes at 
a time when such closed mail did not exist .  Therefore, the United States paid 
France only and France paid Bri tain. It also should be noted that unpaid letters 
by French mail do not show a " tray" marking, which they would have had to 
show if they had passed through Britain as ordinary or open mail .  

American packets direct to Havre, or Bremen packets, via Southampton, and 
to Havre by Channel packets: 

Prepaid Unpaid 
Postage Rate (Credit) (Debit) 

U. S. Inland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3¢  3¢ 
Sea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 9 
French Inland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  _l_ 3¢ 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1 5¢ 3¢ 1 2¢ 
( Red) (Black) 

The Ocean Steam Navigation Company's  Wash ington and Hermann dis
continued sailings in July, 1 857 and their spot was fil led by the Vanderbi l t  Line 
until July, 1 86 1 .  These vessels dropped mail at Southampton for Havre as did 
the steamers of the North German Lloyd Line. The Havre Line 's A rago and 
Fu lton maintained sailings until  1 86 1 ,  when they were chartered as Union troop 
transports and did not reenter the service unt i  1 December, 1 865 . During the 
Civil War, direct service was maintained by The North German Lloyd (Bremen) 
Line and the Hamburg American (Hamburg) Line which was awarded a U . S. 
mail contract in 1 86 1 .  

Some may wonder why Liverpool is not mentioned i n  the routings through 
Britain. Liverpool was an exchange office under the U .S . -British treaties, but 
was not an exchange office under the Anglo-French treaties. Mail for France, 
therefore, passed through Liverpool directly to London where the closed bags 
were weighed in bulk, the letter bills made out whence the closed bags with their 
letter bills were forwarded through Dover to Calais . 

Uune 8, 1 963] 

French Mail-the Exchange Offices and Mail beyond France 
By George E. Hargest 

The U .S . -French treaty, effective Apri l l ,  1 857,  established exchange offices in 
the United S tates at New York, Boston , Philadelphia, and San Francisco, and at 
Havre and the traveling post office, Calais to Paris ,  in France. Additional arti
cles to the treaty, effective Apri l l, 1 86 1 ,  discontinued San Francisco as an office 
and added offices at Portland Me. ,  Detroit and Chicago in the Uni ted S tates, and 
at Paris in France. Mail addressed to countries beyond France left one of the 
Uni ted States exchange offices in closed bags, which were not opened until they 
reached the particular French exchange office to which the letter bill covering 
the bag or bags was addressed. The French exchange office then routed the mail 
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to the country of destination . 
In general, the rates in the United S tates per one- fourth ounce were 2 1 ¢  to 

countries bordering France, 27¢ to countries once removed, and 30 cents to 
countries more remote. France received addi tional credit above the credit  nor
mally given for the 1 5¢ rate to France. Proper credi ts can immediately be ascer
tained by subtracting the United States share from the total rate .  Thus, if the 
letter was conveyed by British packet (also French packets after 1 865) ,  3¢ is sub
tracted from 2 1 ¢, 27¢ or 30¢, yielding credits of 1 8¢,  24¢ or 27¢, respectively. I f  by 
American packet through England, 9¢ is  subtracted; i f  by direct route 1 2¢ .  Mail 
to countries beyond France and showing direct service to Havre by U .S .  packet is 
exceedingly scarce. 

The United States Mail urged the public to indicate the desired route on the 
face of their letters and warned them as follows: 

"It is important that letters addressed to Germany and other European coun
tries, via France, where the single rate per quarter once is  2 1  cents, should be 
plainly marked to be sent via France; otherwise they may be missent in the open 
mail to Liverpool by United S tates packet, the 2 1  cents rate per half ounce being 
also chargeable on letters thus forwarded. " 

Some letters were missent (collectors today wish there had been more) .  Let us 
assume that a letter prepaid with 2 1 ¢  addressed to Switzerland arrived at the 
Liverpool office in the open mail .  The normal route to Switzerland was through 
France. Since the U .S . -French mail passed through Liverpool in closed bags, the 
letter could not be included in the next French Mail  passing through that office. 
The letter, therefore, would be forwarded to London, which was an exchange 
office for Anglo-French mail .  London would have no al ternative to forwarding 
it to France as an unpaid letter charged wi th transit  postage under provision of 
the Anglo-French treaty. The letter would, therefore, be marked with a " tray" 
marking in black reading, GB/40¢. The French post office forwarded the le tter 
to Switzerland as an unpaid letter originating in E ngland and according to rates 
established by a Franco-Swiss treaty which also provided for the use of " tray" 
markings .  Such mail was dispatched to Switzerland by France at the rate of 27 
decimes per 30 grammes and an oval " tray" marking reading, F 127 was applied 
in black. 

Similarly, covers are known that bear a 5 cents prepayment and were forward
ed by London, through France, charged wi th sea and transit postage. These, of 
course, bear a GB/1 £60¢ "tray" marking. Those seen were addressed to southern 
Germany or to Sardinia. Covers showing this route after April l ,  1 857,  are indeed 
rare. 

Uune 15, 1963] 
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Originating at  Philadelphia in April, 
1861, this cover has a 1¢ Type I/IA 
stamp of 1857 paying a carrier fee at 
Philadelphia to take the cover to the 
post office and a 5¢ red brown Type I 
stamp to pay U. S. inland postage by 
British open mail and Cunard steamer 
to Italy. The letter is addressed to a 
clerk aboard the U. S. S. "Richmond, " 
flagship of the U. S. Navy's Mediter
ranean Squadron at the time. 

The Navy maintained a base at  
Spezzia in the Sardinian States during 
most of the 1850's. 

A ll postage but the U. S. internal 
rate was collect as indicated by the 
GB/1F60c tray marking, as is dis
cussed in the abo ve column. 
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This map is enlarged from the single 
column size in which it originally 
appeared. It should be noted, how
ever, that further changes took place 
after 1860. 
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Italian States 

A reader has requested some information concerning the I talian States and the 
Kingdom of I taly.  

This request sent us to Shepard's Historical A t las and Webster ' s  Geographi

cal Dictionary as information sources . 
In 1 8 1 2, a l l  of the states which were created after Napoleon 's defeat at Waterloo 

were either part of the French E mpire or states under Napoleonic con trol, except 
for the two islands of Sicily and Sardinia, which had remained independent.  

The Congress of Vienna, in 1 8 1 5, restored the states of Piedmont and Savoy to 
Victor Emmanuel I, King of Sardinia, with Genoa added. The Kingdom of 
Naples joined with the independent state of Sicily to become the Kingdom of the 
Two Sicil ies. Lucca was taken from Napoleon' s  s is ter and awarded to a member 
of the Spanish Bourbon family, and later reunited with Tuscany in 1 847.  The 
Duchies of Parma, Modena, and the Grand Duchy of Tuscany were created. The 
states of  Lombardy and Venetia were restored to Austria, and the Papal S tates 
were restored to the Papacy. 

I SAVOY TO FRANCE 1860 
2 NICE TO FRANCE 1 8 60 
3 0. OF PARMA 1 860 
4 0 . .  OF MODENA 1 860 
� 0. OF LUC CA TO TUSCANY 1 8 4 7 
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In 1 859 Lombardy was ceded to Napoleon III of France, who turned i t  over to 
Piedmont, a Sardinian S tate. 

In 1 860 the Duchies of Parma, Modena, and Tuscany, the K ingdom of the 
Two Sici lies, and the Papal S tates of Romagna, the Marches, and U mbria joined 
the Kingdom of Sardinia. Naples and the Kingdom of the Two Sici l ies joined 
the Kingdom of Sardinia as a result of Garibaldi ' s  1 860 expedi tion. 

The s tates of Savoy and Nice were returned to France by Sardinia in 1 860. In  
1 86 1  the  Kingdom of Sardinia became the Kingdom of I taly. 

The Venetian S tates joined the Kingdom of I taly in  1 866, and Rome fol lowed 
in 1 870.  

[November 7, 1 964] 

Cities in I talian States 

A previous column gave a brief history of the formation of the K ingdom of 
I taly from the various kingdoms and duchies in 1 86 1  and fol lowing. The cities 
in these states are l isted below: 

Kingdom of Sardinia 1 8 1 5- 1 860-Sav0y: Annecy, Chambery, to France 1 860; 
Nice: N ice, Monaco, to France 1 860; P iedmont:  Genoa, A lessandria, Novara, 
Mortara, Cavour, Casale, Montebello,  Pontrimoli ,  Spezia; I s land of Sardinia: 
Sassari , Cagliari. 

Lombardy 1 8 1 5- 1 859-Magenta, M i lan, Sol ferino, Varese, Monxa, V igevano, 
Brescia, Vol ta, Goito. 

Duchy of Parma 1 8 1 5 - 1 860-Parma, Placentia (Piacenza) .  
Duchy of Modena:  Capri , Modena, Guastal la after 1 847, ruled by a member of 

a Napoleonic family prior to 1 847 .  
Grand Duchy of Tuscany: Florence, Leghorn, P isa, I s land of E lba, Lucca after 

1 847 (Duchy of Lucca unti l 1 847) .  
Papal S tates 1 8 1 5- 1 860-Romagna:  Ferrara, Bologna, Forl i ,  R iminni ;  

Marches: Pasaro, Urbino, Ancona, Castelvidardo, Macerata, Tolen tino ( Re
public  of San M arino in thi s  area independent) ;  Umbria: Spoleto, R ieti ;  Roma: 
1 8 1 5 - 1 870: Civitavecchia, Mentana, Romme, Terracina, Velletr i .  

Kingdom of the Two S icil ies-Isernia, Gaeta ( last s tronghold of the Neapoli 
tan Bourbons fel l  after siege in  1 86 1 ) , Capua, Caserta, Nola, Naples, Caste l la
more, Salerno, Bari ,  Brindisi, Taranto, P ixxo, Monteleone, Reggio. 

Is land of Sici ly-Messina, Palermo, Mi laxxo, Calatafuni ,  Salemi ,  Marsala, 
Girgenti, Syracuse, Cantania, Benevento under Papal con trol until 1 860. 

Venetia in  Austria 1 8 1 5- 1 866: Peschiera (P iscara) ,  Mantua, Verna, Legnago, 
Custoxxa, Vil lafranco, Lucia, Rovigo, Venice, Treviso, Udine, Bel lano. 

[November 2 1 ,  1 964] 

Rates Which Differ From Schedules 

John 0 .  Johnson, Jr . ,  of Waltham, Massachusetts, sent us the fol lowing ex
cerpt from the Postmaster General's R eport of 1 862 :  

" In ternational Postal Conference-Our international mail  system is ex
tremely loose and defective. There is no common standard weigh t for the single 
rate. There is  no common rate for the sea trans i t, or for overland transit .  The 
inland transit rate upon domestic correspondence furnishes no rule for overland 
transit  for foreign correspondence. 

" Rates upon closed mails are not uniform by distance, or by other common 
rule, and they vary greatly according to the route of carriage. 

"The whole foreign system, as now established, is too complex to be readily 
understood by postmasters, and many mistakes and unfortunate delays resul t  
from i ts complexity .  I had l i ttle hope of remedying these evils except by  a gen
eral congress of postal representatives, practically  acquainted with their respec-
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A "Crosby" cover with a 241t 1861 
steel blue and a 101t type II stamp 
paying the 341t pre-treaty rate from 
Washington, D. C. to Guatemala in 
April, 1862. 

This cover, although not mentioned 
in the accompanying column, also 
belonged to Mr. J. David Baker. 
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t ive systems,  and predisposed to faci l i tate the international social ,  and commer
cial correspondence, by which national prosperity is so much affected. "  

[May 6 ,  1 967) 

The Guatemala Postal Treaty of 1 862 

The first U .S . -Guatemala  Postal Trea ty became effective September l ,  1 862. 
Most now existing covers to Guatemala from the U .S .  are from the correspon
dence of E lisha Oscar Crosby, first U .S .  M inis ter to Guatemala, who served from 
May 1 86 1  to June 1 864 , so the correspondence bears s tamps of both the 1 857 and 
1 86 1  issues . 

Prior to this postal treaty, letters to Guatemala had to be prepaid. Mai l  from 
Atlantic ports was carried ei ther direct or via the West Indies by British packets, 
at the rate of 35't per hal f  oz. ( 1 0¢ U .S . -25¢ British )  from July 1 ,  1 85 1 ,  to January 
1 5 , 1 853 ,  when the rate was reduced to 34<1: after the British reduced their charge 
from 25¢ to 24¢.  

Mail from the Paci fic Coast was carried to Panama by U . S .  Mai l  s teamers and 
transferred to a British packet agency there, which forwarded the mail to Puerto 
Barrios, Guatemala 's  Atlantic seaport .  The Pacific rates were 1 0¢ higher than 
those on the Atlantic, being 45¢ per half  oz. (20¢ for over 2500 miles U . S . ,  and 25¢ 
Bri tish ) from July I ,  1 85 1 ,  to January 1 5 ,  1 853 ,  when the rate was reduced to 44¢. 
All mail was to be prepaid in the U .S .  

Under the new posta l treaty of 1 862, the  U.S .  conveyed mai l  between New 
York and Aspinwal l ,  and San Franci sco and Panama, in sealed mail bags, at the 
rate of 1 0¢ per half oz . ,  prepayment required. The balance of the postage, two 
reales, or 25¢ U .S . ,  was at  the expense of the Republic of Guatemala .  

We have f ive covers ,  three posted in 1 86 1 , and two in 1 862, which i l lus trate the 
old and new treaty rates . The fi rst cover was addressed to Mr. Crosby from San 
Francisco, c/o a friend at Panama, and bore 20¢ U .S .  postage, and 4 reales for 
del ivery in Panama. The second cover, also from San Francisco, was addressed to 
Guatemala Ci ty, and bore 1 ¢, 3¢ ,  and a block of I 0¢ s tamps to pay the 44¢ rate; 
also a "Four" reales due mark. 

The third cover was from New York to Guatemala City, and bore 1 0¢ and 30¢ 
1 857  issue stamps, overpaying the 34¢ rate by 6¢. This cover, for some unknown 

• 
' 
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reason, carried a "Six" reales due marking. 
The two 1 862 covers from the Crosby correspondence both show rates which, 

at the time they were mailed, appeared incorrect. One, postmarked Wyandotte, 
Kansas, and addressed to Guatemala, was dated August l 4 ,  and carried a pair of 
the 1 0¢ August,  1 86 1  i ssue, and a "Two" reales due mark. It was posted prior to 
the effective date of the treaty, yet, except for the Postmaster accepting double 
rate in the U . S . ,  and single rate in Guatemala, fol lows the rules of the treaty. 

The other cover, posted in Brooklyn, carries a l ¢, 3¢, and three l 0¢ of the l 861 
issue, for a total of 34¢ ,  which was the old rate, bu t i t  was postmarked October 6;  
therefore; after the effective date of the new treaty. Even the clerk in the New York 
foreign office was confused at first, as he marked a 24¢ credit ,  but this  was la ter 
scratched out. This cover bore the New York postmark of October l l ,  which was 
one of the three sai l ing dates for the Panama steamers at this time. The Kansas 
cover bears no New York postal marking. 

[September 1, 1 962] 

Elisha Oscar Crosby 

There are times when the correspondence of an individual or company domi
nates the known covers addressed to a certain city or country; a case in point  is 
the Crosby letters to Guatemala. 

E l isha Oscar Crosby, born in New York, moved to California after becoming a 
lawyer. In  1 859-60 he vis i ted Guatemala and met Beverly Clarke, then Minis ter 
to both British Honduras and Guatemala. Clarke died in 1 860. Returning to 
Washington, Crosby sought and received appointment as our first Minister to 
Guatemala. He left Washington in mid-April 1 86 1 , sailed for and reached Gua
temala City May 1 2 th . He presented his credentials on May 28th to his old friend 
Rafael Parrera, President of Guatemala, who, incidental ly was friendly to the 
U .S .  

Henry Savage had unofficially represen ted the  U .S .  there for over 25 years, but  
was disl iked by Crosby, who succeeded in having him removed. Wm. Buchanan 
was appointed as Savage' s successor, on Crosby ' s  recommendation, but Crosby 
was disappointed in him also. On January 6,  1 862, he wrote Secretary of S tate 
Seward that Buchanan was using his job for personal gain, that the pos ition was 
unnecessary, and should be vacated. On being informed of his removal, 
Buchanan wrote Seward accusing Crosby of "bigamy and open concubinage ' ' ,  
and o f  sympathy with the Confederacy . 

I t  was mid- 1 862 before Crosby cleared himself of these charges wi th Seward 
and in Guatemala by explaining his first marriage had been annul led, and that 
he was living with his legal spouse. To the second charge he repl ied that his 
predecessor 's  widow had asked him to see some Southern Senators for her in 
Washington, and that he had toured the South j ust  before i ts secession as a favor 
to President Parrera, who wanted information on cotton rais ing. His pleas were 
apparently considered satis factory, as he was retained. 

Prior to and during the early period after Crosby' s  arrival in Guatemala, 
efforts to es tablish a colony of " free blacks " there were unsuccessfu l .  In trigue for 
establishment of a European monarchy was ripe, but this too was thwarted. 
Then in 1 863 came war between Guatemala and El Salvador. They were diffi
cult times. 

In Apri l 1 864 Crosby was shocked to read in a newspaper that he had been re
cal led the previous month; the official notice arrived June 22, 1 864, the day after 
he had left Guatemala to return to Brooklyn, N .  Y .  He was succeeded by W m. 
Kel logg, of I l l inois, an intimate friend of President Lincoln.  In the l 870 's  
Crosby tried unsuccessful ly  to gain a ministerial  post .  He  died in 1 895 in 
Brooklyn.  

JOJ 

Buchanan was U S. Consul at Guate
mala City: Crosby was "Minister 
Resident. " as listed in the "U S Regi
ster" for 1861. Thus Crosby was 
Buchanan 's immediate supervisor. 
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See the previous column, which ap
peared 21h years before this one. 

See article by Mr. Hargest in "Chroni
cle" No. 76 (No v. , 1972), pages 217-
19, "Some Notes on British Open Mail 
to France. " 
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Information in this piece was gleaned from the Pacific Historica l Review, 
August 1 955 .  

[September 8 ,  1 962] 

* * * * * * * * * * * *  
Another i tem which was of interest to me was a letter wri t ten from San Fran-

ci sco, addressed to E .  0 .  Crosby, during July  1 860 while he was at Washington, 
D.C.  The Crosby correspondence had always been of interest to me since i t  is the 
only correspondence that I have been able to locate bearing U .S .  postage 
stamps addressed to Guatemala in the late 1 850 ' s ,  and early l 860' s .  Mr .  Crosby 
served as M inister beginning May 1 2 , 1 86 1 , and was relieved by P residen t 
Lincoln as Minister to Guatemala during Apri l  1 864. 

[May 8, 1 965] 

Mails U.S. to France 1 870-74 
George E. Hargest 

Guest Editor 

From J anuary I ,  1 870 to August I ,  1 874,  there was no postal treaty between the 
U. S .  and France. During this inter- treaty period, there were two routes by which 
mail was forwarded from the U .  S .  to France, as fol lows: 

I . )  The direct route. By steamers of the French l ine from New York to Havre or 
Brest ;  by s teamers of the Hamburg-American Line from New York to 
Cherbourg, via P lymouth, E ngland. A required prepayment in the U . S .  of 1 0¢ 
per � oz . ,  as prescribed by the Act of July 1 ,  1 864 , paid the letter to the French 
frontier. France col lected 8 decimes per 7� grammes unt i l  la te in  1 87 1 ,  when the 
collection was reduced to 5 decimes per IO grammes. This rate was effective 
throughou t  the inter-treaty period .  Hamburg-American Line service was su
spended from July 23 to October 29, 1 870,  and during this period, French Line 
service was reduced. Covers showing direct service with a French due marking of 
8 decimes after July 23 , 1 870,  are scarce. Also scarce are covers prepaid wi th a 1 0¢ 
" National"  showing a col lection of 8 decimes. I t  should also be noted that Brest 
receiving marks are not easy to find.  

2 . )  Via England. By s teamers of the Cunard, I nman, Guion, A llan and White 
S tar Lines to Liverpool ,  often via Queenstown ;  by the Cunard Line, Boston to 
Liverpool ;  by s teamers of the North-German L loyd Line, New York to South
ampton. By  the "via E ngland" route, mai l could  be sent wholly unpaid, part
paid to the E nglish frontier or ful l y  prepaid to destination in France. 

Paid on ly to England (open mail). A prepayment  of 4¢ per � oz. in the U .S .  
paid the letter to  England, whence i t  was forwarded to  France a s  an  unpaid letter. 
S ince the prepayment of 4¢ was optional , that amount was debited by the U .S .  to 
Britain on wholly unpaid letters. Under terms of the Anglo-French treaty of 
1 856, France collected 5 decimes per 7� grammes on part-paid and 8 decimes on 
wholly unpaid letters. Late in 1 87 1 ,  after the Franco-Prussian war, there is 
evidence to indicate these col lections were changed to five decimes per 1 0  
grammes for part-paid and 1 2  decimes per 1 0  grammes for whol ly unpaid letters. 
This rate became effective on January 1 ,  1 870 and remained in force at  least until  
January , 1 875 ,  but was not available in  December of that year. Part-paid covers 
show a black e l liptical marking, GB/40¢,  which was appl ied by the Bri tish post 
office to unpaid letters charged with transi t postage and was in tended to show 
the rate per ounce, bulk weight, at which the mail containing the letter was 
dispatched to France. Al though this rate was avai lable at  a l l  U .S .  exchange 
offices, on ly letters from the New York, Boston and Phi ladelphia offices have 
been seen . 

[April 4, 1 964] 
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Mails U.S. to France 1870-74 
The "Phantom" Rate 
By George E. Hargest 

Note to reader: After 1 868, all U . S .  postal treaties made with E uropean countries 
s tated the U. S. rates in grammes. These rates were then res tated in ounces at 30 
grammes to the ounce and disseminated to local postoffices and to the public. In 
order that confusion be avoided, this column s tates all rates as they were pub
l ished in the U .  S . ,  i . e . ,  in ounces. 

Late in 1 868 treaty arrangements between Great Britain and the U. S .  pro
vided for a fully prepaid rate between the U . S .  and France. This was achieved by 
adding to the then current rate between the U . S .  and the English frontier, the 
then current international prepaid rate between Britain and France. 

On January 1 ,  1 870, after the U. S . -French treaty expired, the rate from the U .  
S .  t o  the E nglish frontier was 4 ¢  per � oz. and the prepaid rate between Britain 
and France was 4 pence per \4 oz. ,  or 8¢.  The 1 868 treaty required that these two 
rates be combined into one whole rate per \4 oz. ,  prepayment of which was com
pulsory. Wi th the expiration of the French treaty, therefore, a 1 2¢ per \4 oz. rate 
which would pay a letter to destination in France, was available by treaty. This 
1 2¢ rate was divided: 4¢  for the U . S .  share ( which was retained) and 8¢ for the 
British share (which was credited to Britain) .  The Postmaster General ,  however, 
did not al ter regulations to al low the rate. I t  was not published in the U.S. Mail & 

Post 0 ff ice Assistant and nei ther the local postoffices nor the public were aware 
of i ts existence. The New York exchange office, however, forwarded some letters 
to France as fully prepaid to destination by u sing this rate, provided they were 
prepaid with at .least 1 2¢ .  Letters so forwarded usually show a prepayment of the 
old treaty rate of 1 5¢ ,  or double the 1 0¢ direct rate and bear a credi t  to Britain of 8¢ 
or 1 6¢ .  All covers seen were sent during the months of March, A pril ,  May or 
June, 1 870.  S ince this rate was used by the New York exchange office, but was 
never published officially, it is termed a "phantom" rate. Covers showing its use 
are rare. 

I t  should be noted that after 1 868 there were many rates available by treaty that 
were not published in  the U. S. Mail & Post Office Assistant.  It should also be 
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A "phantom rate" cover to France, 
sent from Chicago on June 6, 1870 
via New York and handstamped at 
London as paid on June 20, 1870. 

Although prepaid 20¢ with a pair 
of 10¢ 1869 stamps, the credit of 8¢ 
applied at New York and accepted by 
both English and French exchange 
offices indicates the letter didn 't weigh 
more than a quarter ounce. Had it 
weighed more than a quarter ounce 
(or 7112 grammes) but less than a half 
ounce, the credit would have been 
16¢. Thus, 12¢ postage would ha ve 
been enough. 
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See page 271 for an example of the 
16<t rate. 
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noted that the method here described for the development of the rate to France, 
appl ied as well to the ordinary mail rates, via England, to any country. Between 
January I ,  1 868, and January l ,  1 870, the U . S .  share of a rate prepaid in the U . S .  
was always 1 0¢ ;  from January l ,  1 870 to  the  U .P .U . ,  i t  was  always 4¢ .  Through
out the period, the credit to Britain represen ted the current prepaid ordinary 
mail rate between Bri tain and the country of destination. 

[April 1 8, 1 964] 

Mails U.S. to France 1870-74 
10¢ Fully Prepaid Rate 
By George E. Hargest 

On Ju ly l ,  l 870, the prepaid rate between Britain and France was reduced from 
4 pence per � oz. to 3 pence per l /3 oz. A prepaid rate from the U . S .  to destination 
in France of 1 0¢ per 1 13 oz. now became available by treaty. As explained in a 
previous column, this rate was developed by adding to the 4¢ per l-2 oz. rate from 
the U .  S .  to the E ngl ish frontier, the current  prepaid rate between Britain and 
France. S ince 3 pence was equal to 6¢, a 1 0¢ rate now resulted. Since the U . S .  
share progressed in  uni ts of\-2  oz. ,  while the  British share increased in  units of 1 13 
oz. , the fol lowing progression for the combined rate resul ted: 

Over 

1 13 
l-2 

2/3 

Ounces U.S. Credit to 
Not Share Britain 

Over (� oz.) ( 1 /3 oz. ) 
1 13 4¢ 6¢ 
l-2 4 1 2  

2/3 8 1 2  
l 8 1 8  

Total 
Rate 
1 0¢ 
1 6  
20 
26 

The Postmaster General did not al ter regulations to al low this rate until  Octo
ber 28, 1 87 1 ,  and there was no publication of i t  until  the November 1 87 l issue of 
the U. S.  Mail & Postoffice Assistant. As in the case of the 1 2¢ rate, described in a 
previous column, the New York exchange office began to use the rate as soon as 
i t  became avai lable between Bri tain and France. These letters, of course, were 
prepaid wi th 1 0¢ and were intended to go by the direct route. Because of the 
Franco-Prussian war, the German steamship l ines suspended their services from 
July 23 to October 29, 1 870, resul t ing in a curtai lment of direct mail service. 
However, the scarci ty of covers indicates that the New Y ork office did not  make 
wide use of the fully prepaid rate during this period. After i ts publication the rate 
should have been available to al l  of the U . S .  exchange offices, bu t only covers 
from the N ew York and Boston offices have been seen.  

Typical markings on covers prior to publication of the rate are a red New 
York/Br. Transit mark, a large red number "6" ,  a red London/Paid marking, a 
double circle Angl ./  Amb. Calais/Date French receiving mark in  black and a red 
PD in an oval or a circle. 

Shortly after publication of the rate, New York revived the old " treaty" hand
s tamps with credit ·numerals of "6" ,  " 1 2 "  or " 1 8" and these replaced the Br. 
Transit  and separate credi t  markings. The foreign markings remained the same. 
Early in 1 873 ,  new New York markings of smal ler size rep laced " treaty" hand
s tamps. 

Throughout the period, Boston made credits in red crayon.  

[April 25,  1 964] 

Mails U.S. to France 
Aug. l ,  1874 to Jan. 1, 1876 

By George E. Hargest 
Guest Editor 

A new postal treaty between the U . S .  and France became effective on August l ,  
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1 874.  This treaty established the fol lowing exchange offices and routes of trans
mission: ( 1 )-By way of French mail-packets from New York to the offices of 
Paris ,  Brest or Havre. (2)-By way of packets of the Hamburg line from New 
York to the offices of Paris, Havre or Cherbourg. (3 )-By way of England from 
Boston or New York to Paris or Havre, or the travell ing offices from Paris to 
Calais or Lille to Calais .  Mails by this route were closed through England. I t  
should also be noted that the North German Lloyd l ine was at  this time, under 
contract to Great Bri tain .  

Rates were set  at 9¢ per 1 5  grammes (� oz . )  in the U . S .  and at 50 centimes per 1 0  
grammes i n  France. Al though prepayment was optional, a fine of 5 ¢  i n  the U . S .  
or  25 centimes in France was levied upon unpaid le tters. Insufficiently paid 
let ters were charged ful l  postage plus the unpaid fine, less the amount prepaid 
by stamps. Since each country retained ttie postage i t  collected, no accounting 
marks appear on international letters. 

Provision was made for the registration of letters by prepayment of postage 
and a registration fee of 1 0¢ in the U . S .  or 50 centime

'
s in France. Such letters 

were to be marked "Regis tered" or "Charge" .  
This rate was superseded on  January 1 ,  1 876,  by  the General Postal Union rate 

of 5¢ in the U . S .  or 40 centimes in France per 1 5  grammes. Since the 9¢ rate was 
in force for only seventeen months,  covers showing i ts use are not common. A 
col lection of these should normally include covers by each route and markings 
of each of the exchange offices. An i tem of particular interest is  a double rate 
cover showing a New York supplementary mail  marking ( type E ) .  Interes ting 
also are unusual combinations of s tamps, such as a 7¢ p lus a 2¢, or a 5¢ plus a 
pair  of 2¢ ,  especially when cancel led by a New York foreign mail  marking. 

This is the last of the series of columns dealing with mails U . S .  to France. For 
the benefi t of those who would l ike to read in more detail about these mail 
services, the following bibliography is appended: 

Ashbrook, S tanley B . ,  United States One Cen t S tamp of 1 851 -57, vol .  I I ,  
Chapter LVI . H .  L .  Lindquist, New York: 1 938 .  

Simpson, Tracy W. ,  Un ited States Postal Mark ings and Related Mail Services. 

(Publication of this work was sponsored by the U .S .  1 85 1 -60 Unit ,  No. 1 1  of the 
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A revised edition was published in 
1979 but is now sold out. 

Sent from L os Angeles. California on 
Dec. 31. 1875. one day before the 
second U. S. -French postal conven
tion expired and was succeeded by 
the GPU-UPU. 

This 9tt rated co ver to France from 
Los Angeles was thus probably part 
of the last mail sent from New York 
under the old convention. Had the 
sender waited two days, postage to 
France would have been but 51t. 
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Other portions of this column may be 
found on pages 262 and 329 Also see 
page 1 71 

A triple rate use to England paid by 
an angle block of three gray 24Q: 1861 
stamps. Postmarked at Philadelphia 
on June 8, 1866 and carried on the 
Inman liner, "City of London. " which 
sailed from New York on June 9, the 
cover received a London paid marking 
on June 21. 1866. 

THE FOREIGN MAILS 

American Phi latel i c  Society ) .  
Staff ,  Frank ,  The Transa t la n t ic Ma il .  Adlard Coles ,  Ltd .  and John De Graff ,  

I nc. , New York : 1 956 .  
Periodicals 

Simpson, Tracy W. edi tor, U. S .  1 85 1 -60 Chron icle particular ly ,  i ssue No. 3 1 .  
Notes and short art ic les ,  issues Nos .  32-44 .  

Mack , M i l lard H . ,  " U n i ted S ta tes 4¢ Par t  Payment Rate to France 1 870-74 " ,  
Collectors C lub  P h i la te list, vol .  38 ,  No .  4 ,  J u ly ,  1 959 ,  pp. 1 59 - 1 64 .  

Hargest ,  George E . ,  " French Mai l  Rate s" ,  _Ch ro n ic le of the U. S. C lass ic 
Issues , No.  45 , pp.  27 -28.  

Hargest ,  George E . ,  " Unpa id  and Part-Paid Rates Between U n i ted S ta tes  and 
France, 1 870-74 " ,  Posta l History journ a l, Vol.  V I I ,  No .  1 ,  June ,  1 963 . 

Hargest ,  George E .  " U n i ted S ta tes Ma i l s  to France i n  1 870-The 'Phantom'  
and  Actual  Prepai d  Rates " ,  Collectors C lu b  P h i latel is t, Vol .  42 ,  No .  6 ,  Novem
ber, 1 963 , pp. 333 -344 . 

[August 1 5 ,  1 964) 

Philatelic Reminiscences of the Y ear 1 866 

As New Year ' s  Day approaches each year the edi tors of th is  column become 
nostalgic and begin wondering what  of phi late l ic  i n terest  occurred 1 00 years 
ago. 

The year 1 866 does not sh ine as  an outstanding one ph i latel ica l ly .  There were 
no new government embossed envelopes or revenues i ssued, and the on ly  new 
postage s tamp was the 1 5¢ L inco ln ,  which rate prepaid mai l to France u n t i l  3 1  
December, 1 869 . L incoln  was the fourth pres ident o f  the U n i ted S ta tes to be 
p ictured on our postage stamps. 

After more than seven teen years with no tr iple rate applicable on prepa id 
le t ters to  E ngland, a t r ip le  rate of 72<t became effec tive on 1 Apr i l  1 866, and con
t inued in effect to 3 1  December, 1 867 .  This i s  one of the rea l rar i t ies of  the Br i t i sh  
t ransat lant ic  mai l  under the  f i r s t  Br i t i sh treaty .  

Another marking found on mail  addressed to N avy personnel beyond 
E n g l a n d  i s  t h e  " B . F .  S t cvcns- Dcsp; 1 t c h  Agen t "  mark .  M r.  S tc\T n s  beca me Des

patch Agent  on 23 J une,  1 866, and con t i nued as such un t i l  his dea th on 5 M arch, 
1 902. 

[February 1 9, 1 966] 

· ,  



TRANSPA CIFIC MAILS OF 1867 

Can Anyone Help? 

In order to solve a question about an 1 866 cover from Balt imore to Shanghai, 
we need to find someone with a cover which has a London hands tamp of August 
! s t and Shanghai mark of September 26th. The Bal t imore cover i s  designated to 
travel "Via Marsei l les" but has insufficient postage for this route, 90¢ on a 
double-rate letter. 

If someone has a cover addressed to Shanghai w i th these same dates or cover 
with the same Shanghai date and a di fferent (ear l ier or later) London date, the 
route actual ly traveled by the Baltimore cover can be determined. Please wri te 
thi s  column giving dates and route i f  you have such a cover. 

[May 7, 1966] 

A Progress Report 

In an earl ier column we asked our readers to look for a cover from New York to 
Shanghai routed Via Marsei l l es in 1 866. It occurred to us that we cou ld tabu late 
a l l  our covers travel ing from London to Hong Kong by each rou te and probably 
find our answer. 

From a l imi ted number of covers we had learned the fol lowing about travel 
time via Southampton (via S) and via Marsei l les (v ia  M) from London to Hong 
Kong, as follows: 

1 857  (S) 81 days ;  1 86 1  ( M )  43 days;  1 862 (M) 44 ,  45,  57  days ; 1 863 (S) 52 days; 
1 864 (S) 48 days ;  1 865 (S) 61 days ( M )  50 days.  

From London to Shanghai :  
1 852 (S ) 80 days;  1 857 (S ) 82 days; 1 862 ( M ) 65 days; 1 863 (S ) 53 days; 1 866 ( M ) 56 

days ;  1 868 ( M )  55  days .  
The 1 866 cover of 56 days i s  the problem cover. Do you agree that i t  went Via 

Marsei l les even though only 90¢ or the double rate Via  Sou thampton was paid? 
Perhaps i f  you would send along London and Hong Kong dates for addi tional 
1 865 or 1 866 covers, our answer could  be better determined. 

[October 1 ,  1966] 

The Year 1 867 in the Pacific I 

January 1 st ,  1 867 ,  was the day the S . S .  Colorado of the Pacific Mai l  S teamship 
Company inaugurated the China and Japan steam mai I service sai l ing from San 
Francisco. 

The ten year contract providing this new Trans-Pacific service was s igned 
August 1 5 , 1 865 , a year and a quarter earlier. I t  required twelve round trips an
nual ly ,  "between San Francisco and Hong Kong touching on the outward and 
homeward passages to land and receive mails at  the port of Honolu lu  . . .  and the 
port of Kanagawa ( Yokohama) for $500,000 annual ly . "  

The Pacific Mai l  S .S .  Co .  was  the  sole bidder for th i s  service. PMG Randal l ' s  
1 865 Report explains :  "The high reputation of t h i s  company, their experience 
and undoubted resources, and the zeal and energy which they have mani fes ted in 
making preparations for the service, afford a guarantee of the success of this 
great national enterprise to extend and develop American commerce. ' '  

The contract required not less than four first-class American sea-going s ide 
wheel steamships of not less than 3 ,500 tons be provided. None of these new 
ships was available on January 1 s t so the S .S .  Co lorado was wi thdrawn from 
Panama service and prepared for the first trip. 

The delay in  construction of the new s teamers was caused by the contract re
quirement to enter the harbor at Honolu lu  which had a bare twenty-one foot 
depth under favorable circumstances. The longer trip  across the Pacific required 
larger ships which would  require a deeper draught.  

The first  of the new s teamers The Great Repub lic, was launched November 8 ,  

309 

This is the cover illustrated on page 
1 

As tar as is kno wn, there was no 
response, but ship sailing dates indi
cate the cover was routed via South
ampton. 

This again refers to the co ver illu
strated on page 7. again without 
response. 

It was known at the time the contract 
was signed that steamers able to 
carry enough coal tor a trip across 
the Pacific in reasonable time would 
be too large tor Honolulu. It was also 
known the direct route to Japan went 
far north of Ha waii. 
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See next page for more on the China 
& Japan Steam Service. 

Covers from these trips were marked 
"CHINA STEAM" or "STEAM CHINA " 
upon arrival at the San Francisco 
post office. 

A horizontal pair of the 90¢ 18151 
stamp, a 30¢ 18151 and a 2¢ Black 
Jack used to pay a $2. 12quadruple (4 
x 53¢) rate from New York to Hong 
Kong on this A ugustine Heard co ver 
sent in 1865. The New York and 
London transit markings are in red; 
the large "4" indicating quadruple 
rate by British mails is in red crayon, 
and the $1. 92 credit to England is in 
magenta. 

The rate breakdown is 4 x 45¢ per 
half ounce of which the United States 
kept 5¢ per rate, or 20¢, and the 
British got the rest, 4 x 40¢ or $1. 60 of 
the amount credited. 

To this was added 8 x 4¢ per quarter 
ounce (or l'h grammes) for carriage 
across France: this 32¢ was added to 
the credit to England to make the 
total $1. 92. 

THE FOREIGN MAILS 

1 866, at  New York but was not expected to be ready for service unt i l  the 
fol lowing May.  She could negotiate twenty-one feet of water when ordinarily 
loaded. 

The S teamship Company agreed to transport a U .S .  Mail Agent ,  free of 
charge, on each s teamer. The steamer was required to make not less than 200 
nautical miles a day at sea. The stoppages at in termediate ports "shall not exceed 
the time absolutely necessary to land and receive the mails ,  passengers, and 
cargo, and receive coals . . .  after the performance of the second round voyage to 
Hong Kong and back, to arrange and adopt a schedule with the approval of the 
Postmaster General . "  ( from February 1 5 , 1 865 Act of Congress) .  

No letters or newspapers were to be carried outside of the U.S.  Mail .  T here was 
to be no transmi tting of commercial in te l l igence more rapidly than the mail .  
They cou ld not knowingly permit aboard any  private express agent  without 
special consen t of the Post Office Department .  

Uanuary 1 4, 1 967) 

The Year 1867 in The Pacific II 

The Pacific Mai l  Contract was al tered on 20 March, 1 867 to remove the Hono
lulu service and to substitute a branch l ine from Hong Kong to S hanghai 
instead. This branch service was s tarted with the J u ly 4th sailing of the S .S .  
Colorado. 

The S .S .  Colorado made three round trips, leaving San Francisco on January 
1 st, April 3 rd and July  4th.  The time required to Yokohama 22-* days, to Hong 
Kong, 30-� days, Yokohama to Hong Kong, six days. The return required Hong 
Kong to Yokohama, 7-� days ,  Yokohama to San Francisco, 2 1 - 1  /3 days, and total 
return t ime from Hong Kong jus t  short of 3 1  days. 

The S .S .  Great R epub lic made her maiden voyage to China leaving San 
Francisco 3 September, 1 867 ,  fol lowed by the S .S .  China 1 4th October, 1 867.  The 
S .S .  japan joined the service in August 1 868 fol lowed by the S .S .  A merica in 
1 869. 

What were the postage rates to China at this t ime? By Bri tish Mail  via South
ampton, 45¢ per � oz .  or 53¢ via Marsei l les unt i l  3 1  December, 1 867. E lapsed t ime 
approximately 55 days via Marsei l les. By French Mail ,  30¢ per 1i4 oz. w i th same 
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approximate delivery time as per Bri tish Mail via M arseilles .  By the new Trans 
Pacific service, 1 0¢ per � oz. in 3 1  days elapsed time. If you add 2 1 or 22 days via 
Panama from New York, the best total time New York to Hong Kong was about 
a stand-off, but the rate was quite different. 

During 1 867, the U .S .  Pacific Service was not as frequent or dependable as the 
British or French Mails.  

How many have 1 867 covers to China? Stanley Ashbrook was never able to 
record a use in 1 867 by the U .S .  Mai l .  

The handling o f  the mail carried required the employment of four agents, two 
between San Francisco and Yokohama, one between Yokohama and Hong 
Kong, and one on the branch l ine between Yokohama and Shanghai. Also 
necessary were agents at Kanagawa and Shanghai to receive, del iver, make up 
and dispatch mails conveyed to and from these ports. The U .S .  Consuls  at 
Kanagawa and Shanghai supervised and paid these resident agents. 

A postal convention with the British colonial government at  Hong Kong ef
fective 1 st November, 1 867,  provided for mail handling at that port .  

[January 28, 1 967] 

The Year 1 867 in the Pacific III 

The service from San Francisco to Hong Kong was changed so that the large 
transpacific steamers ran to Yokohama, later Osaka. A smaller s teamer, the S .S .  
New York, which left New York for Hong Kong and Yokohama v ia  Cape of 
Good Hope on 3 August, 1 867 provided the Yokohama (Osaka)- Hong Kong 
service. 

The postal convention with the British colonial government at  Hong Kong 
provided postal service to the Chinese ports of Can ton,  Amoy, Swatow, and Foo
chow. Prepayment of postage was compulsory and each office retained al l  post
age money collected. The treaty applied only to the mail carried by the new 
Trans -Pacif ic  Service .  The ra te was 1 0¢ per Yz oz .  in the U . S .  and 8� ( Ch i nese ) per 
� oz. at Hong Kong. 

The red oval "China and Japan S team Service" indicated mail  carried by these 
steamers. The earliest recorded use known to S tanley B. Ashbrook was on a cover 
originating from Hong Kong on 1 4  J anuary, 1 868 . Anyone wi th an earlier date? 

Jll 

But not placed in effect, apparently, 
until in mid 1868. 

The earliest use of this oval marking 
(as on the co ver shown), which was 
applied at the San Francisco post 
office, was on co vers received from 
the Pacific Mail steamer "Great Re
public" on Nov. 19, 1861 

The marking was applied to mail 
arriving on the Pacific Mail contract 
steamers until near the end of 1869. 

The cover shown, addressed to 
the American missionary-teacher, 
Rev. Samuel R. Brown. then home on 
leave in New York from his twenty 
years in Japan, arrived at San Fran
cisco aboard the S. S. "China " on 
March 31, 1868. It was postmarked 
the next day, April 1, with a San 
Francisco duplexed postmark o ver 
the cross cancels applied at a U. S. 
Consular post office in Japan. The 
"China & Japan/Steam Service" oval 
is struck in dark red. 

See articles in "Chronicles " Nos. 
73, 74 and 76 (Feb , May and No v . .  
1972), and the "Philatokio " issue, No. 
1 1 1  (Aug . .  1981). 
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Or, at least it delayed Hawaii ha ving 
regular service by contract steamer. 
However, sailing packet service be
tween Honolulu and San Francisco 
had been available for some years. 

The o val "Ha waiian Steam Service " 
marking was applied on mail carried 
into San Francisco by the contract 
steamers. Any other mail from Hawaii 
would not have received the marking, 
which was in use from September, 
1867 until September. 1869. 

See articles by Kenneth D. Gilbart 
in the "Chronicle" for Aug. , 1978 and 
May, 1980 (Nos. 99 and 106) 

This is the co ver described in the 
column, above. 

From the tables of sailings in the 
articles by Gilbart, noted abo ve, this 
usage was in 1868, the cover arriving 
aboard the S. S. "Montana. " The 5<t 
Ha waiian "Banknote " stamp paid the 
Hawaiian internal postage and the 
U. S. 10<t 1861 stamp paid the trans
pacific and U. S. postage to destina
tion. 

THE FORFJGN MAILS 

The amended contract left Hawaii without mail service. The Act of 2 March, 
1 867 quickly remedied the si tuation. A contract dated 30 July, 1 867 was signed 
with The California, Oregon and Mexico S teamship Company, of which Ben 
Holladay of stage coach fame was President, to provide the needed service. 

The rate of postage was 1 0¢ U .S .  plus 5¢ Hawaiian per l-2 oz. The U .S .  postage 
paid to the Hawaiian port and 5¢ Hawai ian paid for delivery in the islands. 

Prepayment of these postage rates was required on all letters posted in Hawaii. 
The double- lined oval " Hawaiian S team Service" appears on covers carried by 
this route. This marking is  real ly quite rare and usually poorly s truck. 

Ben Holladay was the President of all the companies which would carry the 
mail from Hawaii across the Pacific to San Francisco and overland by s tage 
coach to the M issouri River. After the Golden Spike was driven in U tah in May 
1 869, the mail traveled by railroad east from San Francisco. 

Your edi tors have a cover bearing the 5¢ blue King Kamehameha Hawaiian 
stamp (Hawaii 32) and 1 0¢ 1 86 1  (No. 68) handstamped "Hawaiian Islands Oct. 
24 , "  "San Francisco Nov 8 Cal" wi th the "Hawaiian S team Service" oval. We 
have assumed this to be an 1 867 use.  Can anyone confirm these dates? 

[February 18, 1 967] 

A t left: The U. S. S. "Lackawanna " was 
ordered to Honolulu, arriving there 
Feb. 9. 1867 Capt. Reynolds of that 
ship, to whom this letter was ad
dressed, made himself obnoxious to 
the Ha waiian go vernment by in
volving himself in politics and the 
"Lacka wanna " was finally ordered 
a way. leaving May 6. 1868. Reynolds 
left the "Lacka wanna " in 1869, which 
dates this co ver from either 1868 or 
1869. 
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This cover, a tiny envelope opened out so that both front and back show, was presented as a "problem" cover in "Chronicle" No. 49 (Oct. , t964) and 
an answer presented in the next issue (Feb. ,  t965}, Da ve Baker calling it "The Great Backside Mystery. " 

The co ver originated at West Hampton, Mass. , June 4, t867, bearing a tit and two tOlt t86t stamps on the front and a tit, two 51t and a tOlt t86t 
on the back, all for a total of 421t to prepay postage to Geneva, Switzerland by French mails. The co ver is so endorsed at its lower left on the front. 

The stamps on the front are canceled by a fancy "star within a star" killer, but those on the back ha ve target killers. The implication is that the 
stamps on the back were missed being canceled at West Hampton but were canceled later at the New York exchange office. 

The problems were caused by exchange office clerks at first not noticing the stamps on the back and marking the co ver "PAID ONL Y TO 
ENGLAND "  and then ha ving to correct their work with added markings and crayon voidings. Also, the two (one is still missing) 51t stamps on the 
back later came off or nearly off and were replaced o ver some of the markings. Ho wever, the letter was routed to Geneva as prepaid to there. 

To add to the confusion. the addressee had left Geneva, so, after lying in the post office there for a month, the cover was forwarded to Berlin, 
collect; thus requiring additional postal markings to be applied to this tiny cover. 

This co ver originated at San Fran
cisco on April 8 of. probably, t863, 
although a blurry year date could 
nearly as easily be read for a "2" or 
even a "5. " 

Addressed to Trondheim, Norway 
and sent by Prussian Closed Mail, 
there are red manuscript markings 
on the co ver face. The red "92" 
(marked out) was the rate, and a red 
"48" under the Aachen exchange office 
marking is the credit to Prussia of 2 x 
231t for a double rate letter by Ameri
can packet. 

The rate by Prussian Closed Mail 
to Norway was 461t per half ounce, 
but was reduced to 441t in May, t863, 
which also seems to indicate the year 
date was no later than t863. 
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A t  right: An identical "Wooster Sta
tion" marking is on the back. The 
nearest postoffice in the U. S. 1859 
"List of Post Offices " was Wooster, 
Ohio; but this appears to be a station 
agent's marking. However, no Woo
ster, Ohio "Station " marking has been 
recorded in catalogs of such mark
ings. There is some idea this marking 
was applied to this cover as missent, 
but no data on the subject has been 
found. 

In 1877, when this cover was mailed, 
the UPU rate of 51t was in effect on 
letters to England. The cover origi
nated at Choctaw Agency, Miss. and 
bears a Liverpool exchange office 
marking that it was considered ''paid. " 

Although there is no sign of such, 
a 21t stamp could have fallen off the 
cover after it was mailed and before 
it reached Liverpool. 

, . . - � .. 
· if:l • 

.f 
� 
I 
I l 

U. S. POSTAL HISTORY PUZZLERS 

Although no proof can be obtained, 
the thought has been expressed that 
such legends as "Station" are direc
tions of a business office to a mes
senger boy to take urgent letters to 
railroad stations for mailing. 

No other answer was suggested. 

t/L /?� 
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A t  left: Special Agent A .  Jobe is listed 
as such in the 1869 "U.S. Register " It 
appears he exercised a franking 
privilege not necessarily granted spe
cial agents by la w or regulations by 
applying his facsimile signature 
handstamp in blue. 

,,_ I  



SEVEN PROBLEM COVERS 

Do You Like Problems? 

Lowel l Cooper of Newcast le ,  Indiana ,  has an eye for the unusua l .  At the 
Central S ta te Federa t ion of Stamp Cl ubs meet ing a t  Ind ianapo l i s  recen t l y ,  he 

passed some along to your edi tors .  
I .  On som e 1 8D and 1 85 1  covers pos tmarked " New York" you f ind the word 

315 

"Stat ion " w ri t ten on the cover by the wri ter of the le tter. What does "Sta t ion " Still unans wered See opposite. 
mean?  

2. On an 1 859 cover the pos tmark " P i usburgh , March  22 ,  1 859" cance l s  the  

stamps on a cover addressed to  Prov idence, R . I .  The cover, a l so ,  bears the  
ci rcu la r  mark " Wooster S ta t ion Mar .  22"  on front  and reverse. What i s  the  
" Woos ter S t a tion" marki ng? 

3 .  A s tampless cover w i th "offici a l  busi ness " prin ted in  o ld Engl i sh  s ty l e  type 
a t  upper r ighthand corner on yel low envelope. Jus t  below i s  the handstamp i n  
scr ipt. "A.  Jobe Spec ' !  Agt " i n  two l i nes a n d  i n  same ink  as circu l ar mark 
" Rale igh ,  N.C.  Apr. 8. " The cover i s  addressed to " J . L. Bos t ,  O l ive Branch, 
N . C . "  No year date i s  known . Who was "A.  Jobe, Specia l  Agen t ? "  

4. A 3 <t  P l impton envelope i s  addressed t o  Liverpool ,  England a n d  bears no 
other post age. It is postmarked a t  "Choctow Agency , M i ss .  June 25 ( 1 877 ) . " A 
red ci rcu l ar receiv ing  mark " Paid L iverpool U . S .  Packet 9 Jy 77 SA. "  How do 
you account  for on ly  3 C" postage to L iverpoo l ?  

5 .  For you posta l  card specia l i s t s .  I n  1 898 Reply  Posta l  Cards of U n i ted S ta tes 
of America bearing Gran t ' s  pictur e  and an addi t ional  l <t  in U . S .  postage were 
commo n l y  used from Zanz ibar and the near eas t .  Th i s  card is pos tmarked 
" London De 8 97 , "  "Aden , Dec. 20. 97" "Zanzi bar 1 2  Ja 98" on reverse and on 
face, "Zanz i bar 1 7  J a 98" and "New York Feb. 24 98 Pa id  Al l " .  Who pa id  for the 
carr iage of t h is mai l ?  Why no foreign pos tage requ i red? 

6. Here is a 1 938 cover addressed to  England bear ing an 8<.: s tamp and a 20C" 
Specia l  Del ivery s tamp.  What was t he f irst  date the Specia l  Del i very serv ice i n  
England cou ld  be prepa id  i n  t h e  U n i ted States? 

7 .  A cover from Guayaq u i l ,  Ecuador,  to Pari s ,  France,  v ia  New York t wo 1 0  
(overpr in ted "diez" ) cen ta\·os s tamps.  Partia l ly cover ing and cance l l ed i n  red i s  a 
2c Tran s  Mi ss i ss ippi  s tamp.  Why the 2<t U . S. s tamp?  

A very  happy and prosperous  New Year i s  our wish  for our readers . 

[December 3 1 ,  1 966] 

A Second Call 

All but one of the q uest ions in our column of 3 1  December 1 966 rema i n  un
answered. Th ink ing tha t issue may have been laid aside dur ing t he Ho l iday 
Season , we are reprin t ing  the unanswered questions and awa i t  your rep l ies .  

Lowel l Cooper of Newcast le ,  Indiana ,  has an eye for the un usua l .  At  the 
Cen tra l  Sta tes Federat ion of Stamp Clubs meet ing a t  Indianapo l i s  recen t l y ,  he 
passed some a long to your edi tors .  

I .  On some 1 847 and 1 85 1  covers pos tmarked " New York" you f ind the word 
"Sta t ion " wri t ten on the cover by the wri ter of  the le t ter .  What  does "Stat ion" 
mean? 

2 .  On an 1 859 cover the postmark " P i t tsburgh March 22, 1 859" cance l s  the 
s tamps , the cover being addressed to Prov idence, R . I .  The cover , a l so,  bears the 
circu la r  mark " Wooster Station Mar. 22" on fron t and reverse. What is the 
" Wooster Stat ion " mark ing? 

3 .  A 3ct  Pl impton envelope i s  addressed to Liverpool ,  England and bears no 
other postage . I t  i s  pos tmarked a t  "Choctaw Agency ,  M iss .  Jun. 25 ( 1 877 ) . " A red 
circul ar receiving mark "Paid L iverpool U . S .  Packet 9 Jy 77 SA. " How do you 
accoun t  for only  3ct  postage to Liverpool ?  

4 .  For y o u  pos tal  card specia l i s t s .  In 1 898 Reply Pos tal  Cards o f  U n i ted Sta tes 

See opposite. 

Although this query wasn 't repeated. 
no ans wer was given to it in later 
columns. 

See opposite. 

As may be seen from the captions on 
the opposite page, no positive re
sponses to these questions were 
obtained 
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of America bearing Gran t ' s  picture and an addi t ional J ct  in U . S .  pos tage were 
commonly  used from Zanzibar and the near eas t .  Thi s  card is pos tmarked 

"London De 8 97, " "Aden , Dec. 20, 97" "Zanzibar 1 2  Ja  98" on reverse and on 
face, "Zanzi bar 1 7  Ja  98" and "New York Feb. 24 98 Paid A l l " .  Who paid for the 
carriage of  t h is mai l ?  Why no foreign postage required? 

5. Here is a 1 938 cover addressed to England bearing an 8ct s tamp and a 20<t 
Special Del ivery stamp. What was the first  date the Special  Del ivery service i n  
England could  be prepai d  in  the Un i ted Sta tes ? 

6. A cover from Guayaq u i l ,  Ecuador, to Par i s ,  France, v ia New York two J O  
(overpri n ted "diez" )  cen tavos s tamps . Part ia l ly  covering and cance l l ed i n  red i s  a 
2<£ Trans M iss iss ippi s tamp.  Why the 2ct U. S. s tamp? 

[May 20,  1 967] 

U. S. Reply Postal Cards 

Our second cal l  tor answers to questions posed by Lowel l  Cooper of New 
Castle ,  I ndiana,  has brought forth an answer to quest ion number four ( 4 )  in the 
column of  20 May 1 967 ,  concerning the U . S .  Reply Cards with U . S .  postage 

s tamps added which were used from foreign coun tries .  Bradley B. Horton, of 
G len El lyn , I l l inois ,  wr i tes as fol l ows :  

"The Li sbon Conference of March 1 885 provided for the exchange of reply 
postal  cards among the members of the Universa l  Postal Union . Each hal f  of 
such card was to be franked by adhesive or impr in ted s tamps of the nation of 
origin for t he UPU pos tal  card rate w h ich i n  the U n i ted S tates was 2<t .  The 
originat ing coun try was to reta in  the fu l l  postage val ue for bo th ha lves .  The 
return of such cards was made obl iga tory . However, the i ssuance of  reply cards 
was not made obl igatory un t i l  the Berne Conven tion of 1 89 1 .  On October 25 , 

1 892, the U n i ted States compl ied w i t h  the regulat ions and issued a J <t  plus l et  
domest ic  reply  card. Such a double card i s  known properly used to Belgium w i th 
an addi t ional  one-cen t s tamp cance l led on October 28, 1 892. The reply hal f  
w h ich i s  s t i l l  a ttached has  an add i t ional l <t adhesive w hich was cancel led in  
Brusse l s  on November 8 and was  received in  New York on November 1 8, 1 892. 
This round trip in  the month  of issue i s  probably a record. 

"On March I ,  1 893, the U . S .  issued a 2<t plus 2<t double rep ly card exclusively 
for i n terna t ional  use. I t  was never popular and most sma l l  pos t offices did not 
s tock i t .  The origina l  prin t ing of less than two- m i l l ion cards las ted for over 
th i r ty years ! Many wri ters s imply added J ct  stamps to each ha l f  of the domest ic 
reply card. The fol lowing I ct s tamps are known with foreign pos tmarks ty ing 
them to the f irst  domestic reply card, Scotts  U Y  I r : 1 887 ,  1 890, Colu mbian,  1 894 , 
Trans- M iss i ss ippi ,  and Pan-American .  ( I t  is a l so known wi thout an add i t ional 
s tamp properly used to the USA from Canada) .  

"The 2<t U P U  pos tal  card rate con t inued u n t i l  October 1 925 ,  w hen i t  was 
rai sed to 3<t .  I t  was raised to 4<t i n  1 953 ,  to Set i n  1 958,  to 7 ct  i n  1 96 1  and to 8ct in 
1 967 .  I t  i s  s t i l l possible and proper to have U . S .  s tamps cancel led i n  foreign 
countries if one a t taches s tamps to make the 8<t rate on each ha l f  of a double reply 
card.  They al l  make in teres t ing col l ector ' s  i tems and those i ssued before the turn 
of  the cen tury h a ve a cons i dera ble value . " 

Uuly 22, 1 967] 

Patience Is A Virtue 

This saying wins no friends in our fam i ly  circle ,  bu t i t  i s  true neverthe less . 
On 20t h M ay 1 967 we reprin ted our 3 I s t December 1 966 co lumn , which 

described an assortmen t of pos tal  i tems about which Lowel l Cooper of New 
Castle ,  Indiana wan ted to know. 

Bradley Horton of the  Postal  S ta t ionery Society answered our quest ion abou t  
postal reply cards. 



VERMONT FR UGALITY 

Now John 0. Johnson, Jr. writes: "Re your 5120167 column in Stamps- I 
had hoped that you had forgotten those puzzlers. On i tem 2 with the use of 
Remele' s U . S .  R.R. postmarks and other R.R. maps, i t  can be seen that this le tter 
headed in the wrong direction and was caught at Wooster. 

The "Wooster S tation" marking would be the ful l  name of this P .O .  From a 
s tudy of the Monitor P. O .  Guide I find that there is a tendency to drop the 
"Station" from the name when there is a name change taking effect; i . e. 
Bakerboro is changed to Johnson S tation. The change is thus indicated, bu t in 
the l is ting under J, only "Johnson " is  l isted (plus county, s tate, e tc. ) Then of 
course, some locations were known local ly by two, three and even four different 
names or spell ings . This must drive the cover col lector nuts . "  

I tem 5 was a question about Special Delivery service in  England prepaid in the 
United S tates. Cyri l  F.  dos Passos answered the question in his article "Inter
national Special Delivery Mai l"  in the May 1 967 (Vol.  80, No. 8)  issue of The 

A merican Philatelist. 
We quote from this article, "The origin of In ternational special del ivery 

service is to be found in the General Postal Union adopted in 1 875.  This is, in 
fact ,  a convention among many nations governing international mail .  
Apparently i t  was not  unt i l  Sept.  1 ,  1 926 that reciprocal special delivery service 
was inaugurated, first by the United S tates with the Irish Free S tates and Ger
many. A month later Belgium, Denmark, France, The Netherlands, Norway and 
Sweden joined the ranks, fol lowed by Great Britain and Northern Ireland. O ther 
countries joined from time to time so that today this  service is in effect  among 
about 30 nations. 

"In the United S tates, domestic special delivery service commenced Oct. 1 ,  
1 885, with the issue o f  Scott 's  #E l ,  bu t i t  was not u n ti l  1 888 that a Uni ted S tates 
special del ivery s tamp has been found used on a foreign cover. Originally the 
international special delivery fee was IO cents, except to Canada, where it was 20 
cents,  but the fees have since been changed several times and are not the same for 
all countries. For information on this subject, i t  is necessary to consul t  the 
Uni ted S tates Officia l  Postal Guides and the monthly supplements thereto. " 

Maybe more patience wi l l  yield the answers to questions 1 ,  3, and 6. 

[September 23, 1 967) 

Vermont Frugality 
By George C. Slawson 

Guest Editor 

Is the lowly 3¢ green ever a classic? It real ly  depends on the cance l .  
Back in the days when the pay of postmasters of sma l l  offices was  based on 

their stamp sales ,  the income, a l though smal l ,  was the object of eager com
peti t ion. The majority of the postmasters of smal l post offices were primarily 
s torekeepers, and i t  was early discovered that persons entering a s tore to obtain 
mail automatica l ly  became prospect ive merchandise customers . The Post Office 
Department also recognized this  fact and took ful l  advan tage of i t  by requiring 
pos tmasters to use some of their meager salary to purchase much of the needed 
equipment for their offices . I t  was therefore, merely a routine mat ter for the 
P .O .D .  to decree that postmasters were not to use their cance l l ing devices on the 
stamps, but to use a separate k i l ler  for defacing them. Postmasters ei ther 
whit t led their own k i l l ers ,  usual ly  in cork, or purchased them in varying degrees 
of  fanciness from firms special iz ing in such i tems. However, there were post
masters who were not adept at wh i ttl ing, yet too frugal to buy a ready-made 
k i l ler .  

Wil l iam H.  Gi lchrist ,  postmaster a t  Mclndoes Fal l s ,  Vt. from 1 870 to 1 885 was 
such a postmaster. He was a lso ingenious. And l i ke all Vermonters back in  the 
era of mud roads, he often wore boots .  Under the ins tep of each boot,  between 

'J17 



J18 

This cut is "blown up " from as it 
appeared single column wide in the 
original column, as it was submitted 
by Mr. Slawson, although no reference 
is made in the column to the illustra
tion. 

POSTAL HISTOR Y MISCELLANY 

sole and hee l ,  was vu lcanized a smal l p iece of rubber bearing the manufacturer ' s  
ins ignia .  Sometimes th i s  was not vu lcanized to a f i rm weld and i t  then became 
possib le  to peel off the ins ignia .  Here was a piece of rubber, otherwise pret ty 
much unusable but excel lent  for apply ing to the business end of a k i l ler,  and 
decided ly  cheaper than going to the bother and expense of sending away to 
purchase one. Short ly  after th i s  bri l l ian t  idea occurred to Mr. Gi lchris t  it became 

"Diamond Rubber" boots ,  as proved by the diamond shaped insignia enclosing 
the words "Diamond Rubber" ( in  reverse order, of course) .  

This k i l ler came in to use about  1 873 b u t  pos ta l  author i t ies d i d  n o t  get around 
to decip hering it for several  years, at  w hich time i ts use was discont inued by 
direct inv i tation of the P . O . D .  

(Another Vermont pos tmaster, Barnum I .  Aust in of Johnson, h a d  t h e  same 
idea, but w hi le  the shape of the ins ign ia i s  known ,  and t he word " Ru bber" can 
be dis t ingui shed on one side of i ts triangu lar shape, no copy has been reported 
that has been s tamped clear enough to fu l ly decipher. ) 

[September 1 1 , 1 965] 
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2¢ Columbian Bisect 

Dr. Bernard N. G i t l i n  of Warren ,  M ich igan ,  wri tes t h a t  he has in h i s  col lec t ion 
a 2C Col u m bian bisected on cover ,  t i ed by a bea u t i fu l  t arget type can ce l l a t ion 
bear ing an  1 894 year date pos ted i n  and addrl'ssed to Brook l y n .  

Referring t o  Brookman ' s  The 1 9th Century Postage Stamps of the  United 
Sta tes , I f ind the 2cr value known for double ,  tr iple ,  and quadruple  transfers , t he  

bes t  known being t he "broken ha t "  varie ty .  No men tion is made of  any bisects . 
Any such use was i l lega l ,  having been so declared by a post office order in the  fa l l  
of  1 853.  

However , bi sects of  t he 2cr Jackson , the 2C- 1 869, and some in  t he banknote  
per iod ex i s t  and appear in  auc t ion s a le s  from t i me t o t i me . 

Does anyone know of any ot her such 2C Col umbian  b i sected cover s ?  Dr. G i t l i n 
\\'ou ld  l i ke t o kno\\' . 

[April 29, 1 967] 



THE CONFEDERATE STA TES MAIL PROBLEMS 

The Confederate Postal Service's Organizational Difficulties 
(Guest column by Thomas M. Parks, student of Southern history). 

In these days when "new" countries are emerging by the dozen all  over the 
world, with a snowstorm of new stamps for collectors, philatelists who have 
heard seemingly endless criticisms of the frantic initial efforts of the Con
federate S tates of America 's  postal system are probably unaware of the difference 
in their organizing problems. 

"New" countries, such as the United S ta tes in the l 770's, the Latin-American 
Republics in the 1 800's ,  and the former colonies which have become indepen
dent in the 1 900's, did not have the difficulties which beset the Confederates in 
1 86 1 ,  such as: ( 1 )  Selection of a Postmaster General ;  (2)  Re-organization in 2� 
months of a new system of 8,522 operating post  offices abruptly amputated from 
the 28,000-odd post offices in the United S tates in early 1 86 1 ;  ( 3 )  Preparation and 
distribution of postage s tamps in a blockaded, mostly rural, nation without 
adequate facil i ties; (4)  Obtaining gold and silver coin for foreign mail settle
ments _in frantic competition with the mili tary services, which needed specie for 
war purchases, and with the diplomatic service, which expected to need it for 
embassies and consulates abroad; (5 )  The spontaneous increase in mail volume 
from a nation in turmoil .  

In the first place, probably no  new country had as  much difficulty getting a 
Postmaster General .  

Modern Americans are accustomed to  the tradi tion that a new President ap
points his campaign manager to the Postmaster Generalship, and may be sur
prised to learn that Jefferson Davis not only had no election campaign manager, 
but had to appoint as Postmaster General , a man who had vigorously opposed 
his election by the Confederate Congress (In his Memoirs, John H. Reagan 
wrote that he had favored Mr. Davis for mili tary com mander) .  Furthermore, 
Messers . George Ellet and Wirt Adams, of Mississippi, declined the Postmaster 
Generalship when Mr. Davis offered it to them, and John H. Reagan declined i t  
twice before accepting. 

So, he had about 2� months in which to duplicate, in the seceded S tates, an 
organiza tion which the United S tates had developed over almost two centuries. 

Specialists in Confederate philately will  recall that postmasters ' provisional 
stamps or "handstamped paids" are today known from only about 900 Southern 
post offices, whereas, the "Report of the Postmaster General,  C.S .A. ,  Nov. 27, 
1 86 1 , "  states that there were 8,522 post offices in the seceded S tates when it took 
control on June 1 ,  1 86 1 .  These were mostly in scattered rural areas and did so 
l i ttle business that hundreds were soon discontinued. They served 5� mill ion 
white persons, not all l i terate (not counting 3� mil l ion slaves and 1 30,000 free 
Negroes, presumably all  i l l i terate ) .  In comparison, there were 22 mil l ion in
habitants in the North, mostly l i terate, with about 1 9, 500 post offices. 

[October 8, 1966] 

The Confederate Postal Service's Organizational Difficulties (II) 
By Thomas M. Parks, Guest Editor 

Until the firing on Fort Sumter, the South did not expect hostili ties and Post
master General Reagan was able to recrui t  many key men from the Washington, 
D .  C. Post Office Department, and got them to bring wi th them practically all 
forms, etc. then in use. Without their "know-how" and papers i t  i s  difficult  to 
see how the Richmond Post Office Department could have been organized. 

For over five months seceded Sta tes used the current United States s tamps and 
envelopes and expected no difficul ty in obtaining supplies from the large 
Northern engraving firms. In fact, they received sample essays from a number of 
them. The sudden cutting off of this expected supply resulted in inadequate 
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The one advantage had by the Con
federate go vernment in duplicating 
the U. S. postal organization was that 
the latter could serve as a model. In 
fact, the first Confederate postal laws 
stated that anything not specifically 
mentioned was to be considered the 
same as the existing United States 
Postal Laws & Regulations. 
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A Confederate blockade cover. The 
blockade runner, "Ranger" sailed from 
Bermuda to run the blockade at 
Wilmington, N C. on Jan. 6, 1864. 
Making a landfall below Wilmington, 
she landed her passengers, mail and 
valuables. 

A ttempting to run into Wilmington, 
a Federal blockader ran her ashore 
and she was burned on Jan. 1 1, 1864. 
Evidently, it took nearly a week for 
the "Ranger's "  mail to reach Wilming
ton and be processed. 

The postage was due as a Wilming
ton SHIP Jetter of 1M regular postage 
and 2¢ ship letter fee from the ad
dressee in Alabama. 

MAILS OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES 

l i thographs of the first year, hazardous imports from England the second, and 
the unparal leled achievement of Mr. Reagan 's  of inducing four experts in 
modern s tamp production, Messrs. Archer, Halpin, Quinlan and Babcock, to 
come through the lines from the North and produce the mass of engraved s tamps 
which carried the Confederacy through i ts last two years. 

With regard to "specie" (gold and silver coins) for the expected foreign mail 
settlements, it was of course not known at  the beginning that the blockade would 
be so effective that there would be no normal foreign mail interchange. 

Probably the greatest error of Confederate strategy was the embargo on the ex
portation of cotton before the blockade became effective and the loss of the op
portuni ty to build up credits in Europe. Theoretically the Bri tish cotton mill 
owners would force British intervention; actually they sold their cotton and 
closed their mills ,  to Confederate dismay. 

This cutting off of foreign specie income brought about a fierce internal 
competition within the Government with the military services claiming the top 
priority and the Post Office left pretty much to i ts own devices. This caused the 
much misunderstood and complained-of policy of demanding half dimes and 
dimes for postage, and the early refusal of paper currency and stamps for postage 
due charges. 

The outbreak of war resul ted in a fantastic personnel situation.  Clerks, post
masters, and route agents who carried mail between post  offices, in large 
numbers either quit ,  fled North , or enlisted in the Army or Navy, wi thout 
notice. 

Al together, search throughout the pages of history and it is  doubtful that any 
postal service will  be found which was so plagued by internal difficul ties, as well  
as war and invasion, as was the Postal Service of the Confederate S tates of 
America. 

[November 1 2, 1 966) 



CONFEDERATE STATES DUE AND FRANKED MAILS 

C.S.A. Due and Franked Mail 
Guest Column By Leonard H. Hartmann 

As any collector of classic stampless covers can attest the tradi tion of free
franking mail was wel l  entrenched and exploited in the U . S.  With the adoption 
of adhesive postage stamps and the substantial lowering of postage rates the 
volume of free mail decreased but was sti l l  a substantial amount and subject to 
much abuse. The provisional Consti tu tion of the CSA required the Post Office 
Department to be self-sustaining after the 1 st of March 1 863. Before the war the 
U.S .  Post Office had consistently run at a deficit and especially that portion in 
the Southern States thus the CSA Post Office began to economize as soon as i t  
was established. The various and sundry forms of free and due mai l  were among 
the first to go; wi thout exception they were either abolished completely or sub
stantially curtailed. The CSA had only four forms of mail that were not prepaid: 

( 1 )  Due mail could be sent by any officer, musician, or private in the army 
providing i t  was endorsed with the sender' s  name and rank, i f  an officer, or the 
company and regiment for privates and musicians. 

(2)  Free-franked mail was restricted exclusively to official business of the P .O. 
Department and was specifical ly restricted to the holders of a few offices and the 
deputy postmasters. 
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(3 )  Due mail cou ld  be sen t by members of the CSA Congress. Such mail bears 
the Congressman ' s  s ignature and office. 

(4) Due mail relating to official business cou ld  be sent to the officers of the 
various state governments. Such mail  was required to be endorsed by the sender 
with his name, tit le,  and the nature of the contents .  

Soldiers ' due mail is  relatively common and is  general ly  available for less than 
the corresponding handstamp paids as there is l ess demand, though such covers 
have j ust as in teresting postal markings and certainly as much if not more 
his torical significance. 

Official P .O.  correspondence is relatively scarce as so few officials were 
a.uthorized to free- frank mail  and that from the deputy pos tmasters is a lmost as 
rare. Under the CSA regime the depu ty postmasters did not abuse their franking 
privi lege. Virtual l y  all such mail went to the main P.O. in  Richmond and was 
either destroyed with the fal l  of Richmond or became part of the Rebel Archives . 

J21 

Franked from Richmond, Va. on Jan. 
12, 1862 by B. N. (Benjamin N.) 
Clements (of Tennessee) as chief of 
the Confederate Post Office Depart
ment's Appointment Bureau. Many 
official envelopes used by the Con
federacy were made by overprinting 
United States star die stamped en
velopes. 

Clements, appointed to his post on 
March 22, 1861, had previously served 
as a high ranking official in the U. S. 
Post Office Department in Washington. 
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Few states had postal arrangements 
more deranged than did Tennessee 
in May and June of 1861. 

Joining the Confederacy over a 
month after it took control of its 
postal system on June 1, 1861, most 
postmasters didn't know whether to 
use a 3¢ or a 5¢ rate prior to Ten
nessee's mail system being absorbed 
into the Confederate mail system. 

MAILS OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES 

Due mail from members of the Confederate Congress is relatively scarce; ap
parently they simply didn ' t  send much. The author has one letter written by a 
member of Congress as a favor to another member who was too i l l  to wri te and is 
addressed to a third member with the postage being prepaid. There exist today 
several covers that were evidently prepared to be sent due as they bear a Congress
man's signature and position, but apparently at the las t minute they had second 
thoughts, as postage is prepaid by s tamps. 

The final class, Official Business due mail to Government  Officials, is pro
vided for by an act of the Confederate Congress which was approved on 29, 
August 1 86 1 ;  to date the author has never seen an example . No doubt the re
quirement of having the subj ect written on the outside of the cover proved dis
tasteful ,  but was thus successful in preventing this form of mail from being 
abused. 

[March 1 8, 1 967] 

Confederate Complaints 

Following are some complaints about the Confederate postal system, quoted 
from newspaper clippings supplied by R. H. Wil liamson, of Lynchburg, Va. 

Oct. 7, 1 86 1 .  I tem copied from the Nashville Patriot, enti tled "Our Postal 
Affairs: ' '  

" I t  was t o  b e  expected that a change o f  government would derange and 
confuse, to a certain extent, the postal arrangements of the South; but it was also 
to be expected that with proper industry and energy, this Department of the new 
government would soon be put in a condition to insure the prompt and regular 
transmission of mail matter. This expectation has, however, been disappointed. 
The mails are, if anything, more uncertain,  irregular and dilatory than they have 
been at any time since the Department was organized at Montgomery. The 
government is certainly paying large sums for the transporta tion and del ivery of 
the mail s .  The old routes are general ly maintained and supplied with contrac
tors, who are receiving their contract prices. This complaint is not local, but the 
same inefficiency seems to pervade the entire South-it is manifest in al l  direc
tions alike.  Somebody is grievously at faul t. If the carriers of the mails are 
permitted to take and bring them at their own convenience, or not carry them at 
al l ,  we had better abandon the system and try some other. If there are no penalties 
enforced, there can and will  be no improvement. " 

Oct. 1 6, 1 86 1 .  Quoting an i tem entitled "Postage S tamps" from the R ichmond 
Daily Examiner: 

"The sale of the new Confederate Postage Stamps will  commence today at the 
Richmond post office. They are quite handsomely gotten up, are of green color, 
and are ornamented with the l ikeness of President Davis. They will  prove a great 
convenience to the public. " (June l to Oct. l ,  1 86 1 ,  was the "stampless 
period. " )  

[May 28, 1966] 

Confederate Complaints II 

The following are from newspaper clippings supplied by R. H. Williamson, 
Lynchburg, Va. : 

Feb. l ,  1 862. Post-Office Stamps: Specie Payments - "The Post Master 
General in his report to Congress alludes to the difficulty in procuring postage 
s tamps in sufficient quanti ty to meet the demand. Every effort of the Depart
ment in this  behalf has been baffled. Yet, scarce as these stamps are, the policy of 
the Government tends to make them more so, by forcing large quanti ties of them 
into the hands of comparatively few persons. For instance: they must be paid for 
in specie or in Confederate notes, the lowest denomination of which is five 
dollars. Now when specie commands a premium from eighteen to twenty-eight 



CON FED ERA TE COMPLAINTS 

per cent. i t  is easy to perceive that  businessmen wil l  purchase s tamps wi th Con
federate money. To do this, they must buy five dollars worth at a time; and have 
them, in this large quantity, lying in their drawers. For this reason, thousands of 
s tamps are bought up that migh t  otherwise lie in the Post Offices , to be sold in 
smaller quanti ties to those whose postal demands are comparatively smal l .  
Hence, a large class of postage payers are inconvenienced for want of stamps that 
others have in superabundance. 

"We have seen the effect of thi s  rule in many instances. To make the matter 
worse some Postmasters refuse, whenever they can do so, to receive postage 
s tamps in payment of postage. We do not know whether this is a regulation of 
the Department, or a law of their own to increase their specie receipts; but i t  
seems t o  u s  that i f  stamps were made a currency, and received in payment of 
postage, in all  cases, the public would be accomodated and a large number of 
stamps would be in circulation . The stamps that would flow back to the Post 
Offices in this way, instead of being locked up in large counting houses, would 
serve for more general circulation among the masses of the people. The way the 
matter now stands, i f  a person should find a letter to his address at  the Post 
Office, with five cents due thereon, a postage stamp would not be received as an 
equivalent, and his letter would have to lie there if he could not get silver to pay 
the postage. We have known such cases. 

"Now, what good reason is  there why a postage s tamp should not as well be 
received for an unpaid letter on delivery as on account of prepaid letters? None ! 
Take another case . Suppose one wished to send five pamphlets to different 
parties upon which the postage would be two cts. each.  The Department has not 
provided two cent stamps, and therefore the exact postage on each cannot be 
paid in s tamps. Why, in such case, may not two five cent s tamps be received by 
the postmaster in payment of the postage? Those s tamps would be worth ten 
cents everywhere. Yet we have been refused j ust  such accomodation. Is not the 
Government thus discrediting i ts own insti tu tion? Is this right? And should not 
Postmasters be instructed to receive postage stamps in payment of postage in all 
cases? "  

Uune 1 1 , 1966] 

Confederate Complaints III 

Following are some addi tional complaints about the Confederate postal 
system, quoted from newspaper clippings supplied by R. H. Wil liamson, 
Lynchburg, Va. : 

Feb. 1 ,  1862. Post Office Stamps: Specie Payments (Continued from this 
column in Stamps of 1 1 , June 1 966) .-"There is  another matter which the 
Department should look to. Whilst i t  recognizes a mixed currency, a llowing 
postmasters to receive notes as well as specie, it should be careful that  these 
officers do not get the l ion 's share of the latter. Do they pay themselves in 
specie-thereby adding twenty to twenty-five per cent  to their comm issions, in 
the shape of premiums which the people have to pay-whilst  the Government or 
i ts contractors are paid in Confederate notes? There is nothing in the law as we 
understand it to prevent this  practice. If specie must be bought at a high rate to 
pay postage, the Government should have the whole benefi t. It would be well to 
exercise a li ttle scrutiny into this matter. Congress, however, would do the 
public a great service, and the Department no harm, to provide that notes of the 
denomination of one dol lar, on good State banks, should be received in payment 
of s tamps and postages, where necessity is not devolved on postmasters to 
furnish change, which ought not to be expected. We may advert to this subject 
again. " 

Feb. 20, 1862. Postage Stamps: " By a notice issued from the Postoffice De
partment, we perceive that in consequence of a scarcity of coloring necessary for 

J2J 

The mispel/ings of "accommodated" 
here and "accommodation " below 
were apparently part of the original 
article as quoted. 
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"anamalous " and "redicu/ous, "below, 
were so spelled in the original article, 
and the columnists evidently wished 
to retain the original language. 
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the manufacture of green postage stamps, of the denomination of five cents, 
s tamps of a blue color will be substituted for the latter. The ten ct. s tamps will  
hereafter be of red. " 

March 1 7, 1862. Postage: "Many persons are not aware that the government 
has made provision for the payment of newspaper and let ter postage upon the 
deposi t  system. It is known that treasury notes will  be received in payment of 
stamps which serve all the purposes of prepaid letter postage, but, unfortunate
ly, are not received by Postmasters in payment of unpaid letters for delivery, or 
on account of newspaper postage. To obviate therefore, the necessity of paying 
these last in specie, the people have but to avail themselves of a provision of 
Congress which authorizes them to deposi t  a Confederate note with the Post
master who is required to keep an account with them. The fol lowing is the law 
upon the subject, and we recommend it, in these times of scarcity of specie, to our 
readers : 

· 

"Section I .  The Congress of the Confederate S ta tes of America do enact, That 
the Provisions of 'An act to require the receipt by the Postmaster of the Con
federate States, of Treasury notes, in sums of five dollars and upwards , in 
payment of postage stamps and stamped envelopes, ' approved August 1 3, 1 86 1 , 
be, and the same are hereby so extended as to require the Postmasters of the 
Confederate S tates to receive the Treasury notes of the Confederate S ta tes in 
payment of postage, in sums equal to the denomination of said Treasury notes, 
and to receive the same on deposit for advance payment of such postage. " 

[June 25, 1966] 

Confederate Congratulation 

The fol lowing are quotations from newspaper clippings supplied by R. H. 
Williamson, of Lynchburg, Virginia, May 3 1 ,  1 862. (Under title of " Postage 
S tamps and Postage." )  

"We are gratified to perceive that the Post Master General has a t  length issued 
such instructions as will compel his deputies to desist from the unjust  course 
they have pursued towards the public, in refusing to take the Government 's  own 
evidence of indebtedness, in payment of the Government's c laims on account of 
postage . Heretofore, we have had the singular and most anamalous exhibition 
of the agents of the Post Office receiving the s tamps of the Government in pay
ment of one class of mail matter, whilst  they refused the same s tamps for another. 
Letters could be prepaid with stamps, but if it happened that a letter from the 
army which was permitted to pass without prepaymen t, came lacking a s tamp 
on it, the postmaster at the delivering office refused to take that in payment of the 
postage, which would have been received as a ful l  equivalent at the mailing 
office ! Owing to this rediculous and odious discrimination, to which we called 
public attention months ago, soldiers and other persons for whom unpaid letters 
came, were compelled frequently to suffer those letters to lie in the office until 
they could hunt up specie enough to lift them. 

"Again,  we express the gratification we feel that  the Postmaster General has 
removed such an abomination . The fol lowing is the substance of his order: 

" 'Postmasters will hereafter receive, at the office of delivery, postage s tamps, 
in payment of postage on advertised letters and letters unpaid and undercharged, 
and for payment on newspapers and other mailable matter, and account for the 
same by inserting the amount  of postage s tamps so received immediately after 
the nineteenth i tem in the account current ' . " 

April 12, 1 862. "First known use of the London Print 5¢ greenish-blue stamp; 
the third version of the Confederate 5¢ s tamp. " 

April 19, 1862. "Confederate Congress passed an Act increasing letter-rate 
postage from 5¢ to 1 0¢ per half oz. , effective July l ,  1 862. " 

[June 4, 1966] 
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Source of Lynchburg Newspaper Material 

Our thanks to Raymond H. Williamson of Lynchburg, Virginia, who 
provided the Confederate historical material used in our columns of May 28, 

June 4,  June 25 and referred to in  27 August column. He cal l s  our attention to 
our omission of sufficient information concerning the source of the materials. 

He writes, "all the quoted material is  from the Lynchburg newspaper, The 
Lynchburg Daily Virginian, including the i tems they quoted from Tennessee 
papers . Microfilm files of this paper are in  the Jones Memorial Library, 404 

Rivermont Ave . ,  Lynchburg, Virginia 24503; also I bel ieve at the Virginia State 
Library in  Richmond, (Virginia) . "  

[October 29, 1966] 

Found: The Reason For The Confederate Color Changes of 1862 
Guest C.S.A. Column By M. Clinton McGee and Leonard H. Hartmann 

Several years ago a series of rather provocative articles appeared in the 
Confederate Philatelist anent the reasons for the changes in color of the l i tho
graphed Confederate s tamps in 1 862. 

Previous to that practically all writers, including Dietz, had s tated that  Five 
Cent green (No. l )  was changed to blue (No. 4)  so as to avoid confusion with the 
appearance of the Two Cent green (No. 3), and that the Ten Cen t  blue (No. 2) 

was changed to rose (No. 5) for the same reason. But the earliest known usages 
show that the 5¢ green was available as early as 1 6, October 1 86 1  and the 2¢ green 
did not appear until 2 1 ,  March 1 862. ( "More On Overpaid Drop Letters, " 
McGee, Confederate Philatelist, March 1 962 . )  Tom Ray spotted the logical con
tradiction and queried, "Why didn ' t  they leave the 5¢ green and the 1 0¢ blue 
alone, and simply issue the 2¢ in rose?"  

To add to the confusion the earliest known usage of the 1 0¢ rose l i thographs 
(No. 5) i s  IO, March 1 862, which is several months before the earliest known 
usage of the 1 0¢ blue Paterson lithographs (No.  2) on 25, July 1 862 and stil l  
before the 1 0¢ blue l i thographs from Stone Y (No. 2), which were not used until 
later than this.  Thus the original theory explains the first change, with some 
reservations, but when it is applied to the second change it contradicts i tself. At  
the same time, starting in the Spring of 1 862 through the Fal l  of the same year, 
both the 5¢ blue li thographs and the 5¢ blue typographs were being circulated 
along with the 1 0¢ rose and the 1 0¢ blue l i thographs.  If 2¢ and 5¢ s tamps would 
be confused i f  issued in the same color, why wouldn ' t  the same be true of the 5¢ 

and 1 0¢ s tamps? 
When it was first attempted to resolve this problem it was evident that the 

notion that the issuance of the 5¢ Hoyer in blue was due, primarily, to the ap
pearance of the 2¢ green was entirely fallacious. Several o ther alternative 
theories were thus presented. First the Confederate officials may have desired, 
from the very beginning, that the ordinary postage stamp for let ters be in a blue 
color, but were unable to do this at first, due to a shortage of blue ink, but 
changed over later on, when feasible. Second, while green may have been de
termined originally for the single-rate postage s tamp, it was soon found 
necessary to change to blue, which may have been due to the scarci ty of certain 
inks. Collectors are well  aware of the difficulty of the Confederate Post Office in 
obtaining the necessary s tamps, plates, paper and ink,  both from England 
through the blockade, and within the Confederacy i tself. Third, the arrival of the 
blue ink and/or the blue typographed stamps from De La Rue & Co. in London 
was the primary factor for printing the l ithographed 5¢ s tamp in blue in early 
March 1 862, which was before the appearance of the 2¢ green. (See "The Color 
Changes of 1 862: A Different Theory ,"  McGee, Confederate Philate list, May, 
1962. Also, "A Colored Opinion ,"  Ray, Confederate Philatelist, Sept. , 1 962. ) 
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See the next page for the last of the 
quotations cited here. 

The presumed confusion in "appear
ance" refers to the colors and not the 
designs. 
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A prewar example of the Savannah 
"star" circular postmark, with a 2¢ 
rate. 

The enclosure is a prices current. 

MAILS OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES 

The recently quoted news i tem from a Confederate newspaper in this column 
for 25, June 1 966, confirms (unknowingly) the second theory given above. This 
column has been running a series of interesting complaints about the Con
federate postal system, quoted from newspaper clippings supplied by R. H.  
Williamson, Lynchburg, Va. The pertinen t  i tem reads: "Feb. 20, 1 862. Postage 
S tamps: By a notice issued from the Postoffice Department, we perceive that in 
consequence of a scarci ty of coloring necessary for the manufacture of green 
postage stamps, of the denomination of five cents, s tamps of a blue color will be 
substi tuted for the latter. The ten ct. stamps will  hereafter be of red. " 

Thus, the basic, underlying, reason for the color changes of 1 862 was insuf
ficient quanti ties of green ink with which to continue printing the single-rate 
s tamp, that was so very much in demand, al though i t  was sufficient to print  the 
2¢ stamp, which was not needed nearly as much. There was available, however, 
sufficient blue ink, hence, the five cents l i thographed blue (No. 4), the five cen ts 
typographed blues (Nos. 6, 7 ) ,  the engraved ten cents blues (Nos. 9, I O, l l ,  and 
1 2), and the reversion in mid 1 862 of the 1 0¢ l i thographs from rose back to blue 
for the Paterson Prints and from Stone Y .  After the color change the most fre
quently used stamps were always printed in blue. 

[August 27, 1 966) 

Ocean and River Mail at Savannah, Georgia 
Guest C.S.A. Column by Leonard H. Hartmann 

The Smal l Savannah Star handstamp must certainly hold some record for 
longevi ty. This li ttle 26mm marking is listed by Konwiser as having been used as 
early as 1 833 ,  and i t  was used at least as late as 1 862 by the Confederacy . 

Examples of this marking on stampless covers of the 1 840's and stamped ones 
of the 1 850's are about as common as the large 30mm and 32mm Savannah 
markings .  There are many hundreds of Confederate i tems bearing the large 
cancellations from the Independent States period through the fal l  of Savannah 
near the end of 1 864 on all forms of mail .  The Small S tar marking is decidedly 
scarcer on Confederate material with only about twenty examples being known 
to the author. These twenty examples are all from the first portion of the war, 
with the latest usage being in the Summer of 1 862. 
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For the most part the prewar usages of the Small S tar marking are on com
mercial correspondence :  prices current, printed circulars, and business letters 
which have tradi tionally been taken to the Port to expedite transmission. Most 
of this commercial correspondence is addressed to points up the Eastern 
Seaboard to New York and Boston and down to New Orleans and Houston. It is 
often found on incoming mail that originally sl ipped through uncancelled. 
This l ittle marking was apparently easy to overlook as a cancellation for it was 
occasionally again cancelled at the Port of receipt by the tradi tional S team Ship 
markings . The vast maj ori ty of the prewar examples of this  marking are on 
covers and folded letters that definitely suggested that they were transmitted "on 
waters deemed post roads . "  

The Confederate examples o f  this marking are n o t  quite a s  suggestive with 
respect to a water route as the prewar ones; however, the ratio of the Small Star 
markings to the regular ones is significant in i tself. With the Union Blockade 
cutting off coastal commerce the Port's  use is essentially res tricted to traffic on 
the Savannah River. The only known Blockade cover through the Port of 
Savannah is docketed with the Small S tar marking. I t  is difficul t  to draw any 
defini te conclusions from the nineteen or so other Confederate examples but 
approximately half of these show unusual usage of one form or another wi th a 
water route or special post office being defini tely implied. 

There is one other Confederate marking that is thought to have been used 
exclusively at a Port; the small double circle marking of New Orleans. Can any 
reader supply official documents to confirm or deny a special postal agent and or 
a separate post office at the Ports of Savannah and New Orleans? 

[June 18, 1966] 

More on the Small Savannah Star Cancellation 
By Leonard H. Hartmann, Guest Editor 

At SIPEX the author saw a cover on exhibit  that extended and confirmed the 
ini tial notes on the Small Savannah Star cancellation that appeared in this 
column on 1 8, June 1 966. David Kohn' s  exhibit contained a letter from a Con
federate Officer held as a Federal Prisoner of War at Fort Pulaski which is located 
on an island about fifteen miles below Savannah at the mouth of the Savannah 
River. The letter was written by Lt. W. E. Johnson on 1 0, November 1 864, and 
appears to have been carried into Savannah by unofficial means, as it does not 
appear to have been censored. This Small Savannah S tar cancellation is slightly 
filled in with ink but appears to read November 25th . 

This cover proves that the Small Savannah S tar marking was used through 
November 1 864, and again defini tely suggests a port usage, perhaps at a special 
desk at the Savannah P .O.  that catered to port mai l .  A special desk for port mail 
is  quite logical , as considerable extra work was involved with computing and 
accounting for postage, payment for non-contract mail boats, seeing that ship 
sailings were met, and that  the mail went by the most expedient route. Such port 
functions were much curtailed by the Federal Blockade, but tradition in govern
ment service dies hard. 

There are two other Savannah covers in thi s  correspondence; one quite similar 
to the aforementioned is in the McCary Ballard collection. The third cover is 
from Lt. Johnson when he was held at Morris Island, which is so located that a 
land route to Savannah would be most logical, and is thus docketed by a tradi
tional large Savannah postmark. McCary Ballard also has a DUE 1 0  cover from a 
soldier on White Marsh Island near Savannah which was postmarked on 1 8, 
July 1 864 by the Small Savannah Star marking. 

Thanks to Thomas M.  Parks, the author has found an excellent article on this 
Fort Pulaski correspondence by the late Van Dyk MacBride in the May 1 946 i ssue 
of The A merican Philatelist. 

Not to be confused with the similar 
Federal occupation small double circle 
marking first put in service in early 
June, 1862. 

This cover was probably a front line, 
flag-of-truce exchange between the 
Federal forces at Fort Pulaski and the 
Confederate forces defending near
by Savannah. Such an exchange 
would normally bring such a cover to 
a special desk in the post office for 
handling. 
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This is the co ver discussed with this 
column. 
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Does any reader know of an example of the Small Savannah S tar marking used 
after the war? Perhaps it was destroyed or lost when Sherman took Savannah on 
2 1 st Decmber 1 864. 

[December 10, 1966] 

Foreign Diplomacy Within The Confederate States of America 
(Editor's Note: This week's CSA column is by - Leonard H. Hartmann). 

The part played by foreign agents within the Confederacy is  one of the most 
incomplete s tories of the lost cause. Considerable correspondence must have 
existed among the various British and French agents in the Confederacy and 
wi th their home countries; however, almost none has been preserved for col 
lectors . Much of this material was  quite l ikely destroyed as soon as  i t  was received 
to al leviate possible diplomatic entanglements, but some must surely reside 
within the official archives of the respective countries and perhaps some may 
sti l l  lay unrecognized in collections.  

Unrecognized among some moderately priced Confederate i tems the author 
recently found is an intriguing i tem in the s tock of one of our more know
ledgeable dealers. A folded letter with a French character to the address and the 
entire contents in French ! The letter was mailed in Richmond, Virginia, by 
Alfred Paul and is addressed to the French Vice-Council in Norfolk, Virginia, 
Leon Schisano. The letter was postmarked on 12, March 1 862, and franked by a 
single of the newly i ssued Confederate 5¢ Blue Li thograph to transmi t  a letter 
weighing less than 12 ounce and carried under 500 miles. The earliest established 
usage of this s tamp is 4,  March 1 862. Thomas M. Parks has translated the letter 
thus:  

Richmond, 12 March 1 862 
My dear Schisano, 

From today forward and until new orders, recommend that you not ask for 
diplomatic passage for anybody, until you have received a reply from me. This is 
necessary to avoid very serious trouble. Plenty of people want to leave. Their 
right must be perfectly established before we ask for such a favor for whoever i t  
may be. I would have been very regretful to  find that the bearer of dispatches 
from New Orleans, who alone has the right to travel ,  tried to pass others . That 

0 
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would have made a real mess in Wash ington and I would have been held en t i rely 
respon s i ble .  Note well  that I do not blame you for having done what you did.  Bu t  
from now on . from today ,  un t i l  new ins tru ct ions are received from me,  i n  t he 
in t eres t of everybody,  take as a base of conduct what  I have j us t  wr i t ten you 
above. 

Goodbye, yours 
A l fred Paul 

Acknowledge to me rece ipt  of th i s  let ter so t ha t  every t h ing w i l l  be perfect ly  

unders tood. 

The concern w i t h  capture and u l t ima te trouble w i th Wash i ngton was well 
founded, for New Orleans fe l l  only a mont h  la ter on 24 Apr i l  1 862, and Norfolk  
was permanen t ly  occupied by the U n ion only two months  la ter, on 1 0  May 1 862. 
The l arge popula tion of French c i t i zens and of French extrac t ion in New 
Orleans must  have plagued the French V ice-Counci l s  for diplomat i c  i m m u n i ty 
for themselves and the ir  correspondence. Apparen t ly ,  the d iplomatic channels 
extended from New Orleans to  Richmond to Norfo l k  and thro ugh the l ines to 

Wash ington , in the early part of the  war. The exact wording of the le t ter also 
ind icates that some French couriers lef t  the Confederacy a t  or near New Orleans ,  
perhaps to Mex ico. 

O ther examples of  this correspondence must surely exis t and perhaps s im i lar 
ones from the Br i t i sh .  The au thor would  l i ke to hear of any s imi la r  i tems .  

Uuly 23, 1 966) 

Mobile,  Alabama 

On I September 1 859 a Lloyd Bowers was appo in ted , who served as  a federal 
pos tmas ter of Mobi le un t i l  3 1 May 1 86 1 ,  when the Con federa te S ta tes took over 
the opera t ion of ma i l  services in t he  sou thern states .  

I L  i s  i n teres t ing  t o  note that  on 25 July  1 8fi l a communica t ion from Pres ident 
Jefferson Davis  tran sm i u ing for the  advice and consent of the Confederate 
Prov i s ional  Conference in i ts th i rd session l i s ted I . loy d  Bowers as  recommended 
for t he pos t mastersh ip  of Mobile ,  A labama.  Th i s  commun icat ion was referred 
LO t he Com m i tt ee on Pos tal  Affairs w h ich com m i t tee reported back favorably  on 
all of the persons named. inc luding Lloyd Bowers ,  w i th the except ion of a 
person n amed as postmaster of New Orleans ,  on 29 Ju ly  1 86 1 .  

Thereafter.  on 1 8 Apr i l  1 862, Pres iden t Davis  sen t  another l i s t  o f  proposed 
appoin tments  of pos tmasters to the Senate of the  Confederate  States of America 
i n  the f i rs t  sess ion of the f irs t  Congress .  Included i n  th i s  l i s t  was the  name of 
Lloyd Bowers , to  be pos tmaster of Mobi le .  On 1 9  Apr i l  1 862 the Sena te  approved 
the  nomi na t ions w i t h  certa i n  except ions ,  bu t I . loyd Bowers was aga in  con
f irmed i n  h i s  post .  

I L  i s  i n teres t ing to note tha t  appended Lo  the report of Pos tmaster General 
W i l l iam Denn ison of  1 5  Nove mber 1 865 i s  a table show ing the ba lance due from 
pos tmas ters subj eel to  Pres iden t ia l  appo in tmen t a t  off ices in the la te  rebel l ious 
s tates .  The amount  due from Lloyd Bowers, pos tmaster a t Mobi le ,  was 

$ 1 2, 930. 1 0. A notation indicates t ha t  this  amou n t  had been paid,  and it  i s  one of 
the  few so noted in  the report of  Pos tmaster General Dennison . 

There must  be a s tory here w h ich someone could and should develop. 

Uuly 29, 1967) 

Our condolences to our good fri ends ,  the col lectors of Confedera te  s t amps and 
posta l  h i s tory i tems ;  no more cen tennia l s  to be commemorated. 

[February 1 9, 1 966) 
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While the Federal fleet passed the 
forts belo w New Orleans on the night 
of April 24. 1862 and arrived at New 
Orleans the next day, the actual 
occupation began when Federal army 
forces occupied the city on May 1, 
1862. 

This column repeats a portion of the 
column of this date, which is given in 
full on pages 93-4. 

From "Philatelic Reminiscences of the 
Year 1866. " Also see pages 171. 262 
and 308. 

· 

Actually, the reaction was "No w we 
can have our war to ourselves again'" 
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Amer i c an  B a n k note Co. 

2 7 4  

2 1 8 , 2 89 

3 

289-90 

90-91 ' 1 30 ,  1 64 

1 30 

2 8 3 '  304 

5 

2 56 

1 56 

I 08 

1 3 7 , 1 85 , 2 4 5  

absorbed Toppa n ,  C a r penter & C o .  1 8 5 

Amer i ca n  Express  Co.  1 0 7-08 , 1 I 0 , 1 1 6 

Amer i ca n  Jour n a l  of P h i l ate l y  

Amer i c a ,  PMSSCo s teamer 

Amer i ca ,  t r a n s a t l an t i c  steamer 

"A�R l CA UBER BREME N , "  mark i n g ,  

"AMER I CA V I A  ENGLAND , "  h a ndstamp , 

Amher s t ,  M a s s .  

Amonette , Dr . W i l l i am F . ,  

Amey , Ch i n a  

1 6- 1 7  

3 1 0  

7 '  2 9 1  

290-9 1 

1 80 , 2 9 1  

1 67 

1 2 .  293-94 

26 1 - 2 , 3 1 \ 

A n ge l I correspondence,  patr l ot i c s 1 4  

A n g l o-French Ma i I treat i es 206 , 284-5 , 29 1 -5 ,  

297-99, 304 

A n g l o-Pr u s s i a n  Ma i I s  

A n go l a , A f r i c a 

A n n a po l i s ,  Md .  

Postm a s ter ' s  prov  i s  i o n a  I 
A n n  Arbor , M i c h .  

Antr i m ,  E ar I 

Appa l ac h i co l a , F l or i da 

App l eton , D .  & Co . 

2 8 7  

2 8 9  

1 62 '  206-07 

1 30 

1 67 

2 29 , 23 2 , 2 3 4  

9 1 , 1 56 , 2 34 

288  

Appo i ntmen t s ,  Postmaster s ,  Pres i dent i a l  

A r ab i a , r ate to 

5 1 

2 6 1  

298 

234  

320  

279  

2 7 4  

A r a g o ,  steamsh i p  

Arcad i a ,  L ou i s i a n a  

A r cher , st 3mp e n g r a ver 

A r gent i n a 

Ar i zona C i ty ,  Ar i z o n a  

Ar i zona  Ter r i to r y  

Arkade l ph i a ,  A r k . 

A r k a n s a s  

1 847  c o v e r s  f rom 

274-5  

1 54 

2 29 , 2 3 1 , 2 74 

1 49 , 1 52 , 1 54 

Ar t i c l e  1 3 , B r i t i s h - F r e n c h  ma i I p a c t  2 84 , 29 1 -2 

A s h brook Cup  3 

A s hbrook , S t a n l ey B . ,  2 3 ,  1 33-4 , 1 37-9 , 1 46 ,  1 87 ,  

1 98 , 2 1 1 -2 , 2 1 5 ,  2 1 9 ,  2 2 4 ' 2 4 8 , 2 5 0 ,  2 5 5 -6 ,  264 , 3 1 1 

Book , "The  U n i ted S tates One-Cent  Stamp o f  

1 85 1 -5 7 , "  2 3 ,  1 33 , 2 1 5 , 2 1 7 , 307  

" S pec i a l  Ser v i ce" 1 38 , 2 1 1 -2 , 2 1 5 , 2 5 0 , 264 , 269 

" T y pe s  and P l ates of the U . S .  One Cent 1 85 \ -

5 7 ' .. 1 90 

A s p i nwa l I ( now Co l o n l  

A s p i nwa l l ,  W i l l i am 

A s s ' t P . M . G . , 3r d ;  o f f i ce created 

A l so see Postma ster s Gener a l ,  A s s ' t  

A s tor i a ,  Oregon T er r .  

A t c h i son , K a n s a s  

Athen s ,  A I abama 

Athen s ,  Greece 

A t herton , Herbert P .  

"Atherton s h i f t , "  2 t  B l ack J ack 

A t  I ant  a, G a .  

A t l ant i c  Express  

A t l ases , h i stor i c a l  

A u b ur n ,  A l a . 

A u b ur n ,  I d aho 

A u b ur n ,  N .  Y .  

A u c t i on s  

A u d i tor , f o r  t h e  P . O .  Dep t .  

A u g u s t a ,  G a .  

9 8 , 302 

I 03  

5 1  

9 6 ,  1 02 

1 1 6 

9 2  

2 8 7  

2 5 5  

2 5 5-6 

1 5 7 , 2 34 

1 09 

I 0 4 ,  300 

1 54 

1 1 5 - 1 6  

1 6 3 

1 5- 1 8  

7 3  

9 1 , I 5 7  

A u g u s t a , Ma i ne 1 6 1  

A u g u s t i ne Heard correspondence 7 - 8 ,  2 3 , 3 5-6 , 

2 1 5 , 2 5 1 -2 , 307  

a n d  Dav i d  Baker  3 0 7  

Cover s f rom 7 , 2 3 , 35-6 , 209 , 2 1 1 , 2 5 1 - 2 , 30 7 , 309- 1 0  

A u r a r  i a ,  K a n s .  Ter r 1 07 

A u r or a ,  I l I 

A u s t r a l i a 

A u s t r i a  

Cover to 

B abcock , st amp e n g r aver 

B acon , H e n r y  

B aden , c o v e r  t o  

1 59 ,  2 0 7  

2 1 8 ,  2 6 \ -2 

1 6 2 , 26 1 , 30 1  

1 82 

3 2 0  

1 1 7 

2 9 0  

B a h ama s ,  2 6 1  

B a h i a ,  B r a z i I 2 79 

B aker , Car  I 2 5 2  

B aker , H u g h  J . ,  J r .  1 , 2 , 1 9  

B aker , J .  D a v i d  1 , 2 , 7 , 1 9 , 1 4 1 , 30 2 , 3 1 3  

8 aker , J acob , P . M . , A l ex a n der s v i  I l e ,  Oh i o  3 

B ake; , Peter , P . M . , A l exander s v i I l e ,  Oh i o  

B a l dw i n ,  Rev . Dw i g h t  1 2 1  

B a l  I ,  C h a r l es 1 .  
B a l  l ar d ,  Mcc a r y  

1 1  

3 2 7  

B a l l ar d  V a l e , M a s s .  1 7 3 

B a l t i more,  Md .  7 , 2 3 , 58 . 70 , 90 , 1 3 1 , 1 5 3 , 1 62 - 3 , 1 7 1 , 

1 73 ,  1 7 5 ,  207 , 2 2 2 - 3 ,  2 4 1 ' 27 7  , 2 8 4  

Cover s f rom 7 .  1 5 1 -2 ,  1 6 2 - 3 ,  1 7 1 ' 1 7 5 ,  2 4 0 ,  309 

E xp r e s s  ma i I 90 

Postmaster ' s  p r ov i s i o n a l s  1 30 - 1  

B a l t i more & L i verpoo l ,  t r a n s a t l an t i c  l i ne  7 

B a l t i more & Oh i o  R . R .  1 8  

B a l t i more Pos tm a s ter • s  pr·ov i s i on a l s ,  f i n d o f  3 5  

B a l t i more R . R .  1 0  

Cover s f r om 

B a n crof t ,  George 

1 0 ,  1 49 ,  1 5 1 ,  1 62 

2 8 5 - 7  

B a n gor , Ma i ne 

B a r b adoes 

B arce l on a ,  S p a i n  

B a r dstow n ,  K y  

B a r ne s v i l l e ,  Oh i o  

B a r ney , O . H .  

B a rr y ,  W i  1 1  i am T . ,  P . M . G .  

B a r te l s ,  J . M .  

B a t a v i a ,  E a s t  I nd i es ,  cover t o  

B ates , B a r n a b a s ,  c heap postage cover 

B aton Rouge, L a .  

Beac h ,  B r a n ston 

Beane, A r t h u r  

Beebe, L ud l ow & C o . , cor respondence 

Be l f ast , Ma i ne 

1 6 1 

2 6 1  

2 1 1 , 2 2 7  

1 5 9 - \  60 

2 0 7  

1 08 

4 3 , 49 , 58 

3 7  

2 1 4  

1 82 

1 60 

1 38-9 

1 70 

3 5  

1 6 1  

Be l g i um 

Cover to 

2 0 ,  1 69 , 26 1 , 3 1 6  - 1 7  

2 8 2  

Cover v i a  

B e l  I ,  A b r a h am & C o . , N .  Y .  

Be l I ,  A l exan der G r a h am 

Be t e v i  I l e ,  C a n a d a  W e s t  

Be l v i de r e ,  1 1 1 . 
Bemrose & Son , per f o r a t i n g mac h i ne 

Bened i c t ,  P . M . , A l ba n y ,  N . Y .  

Ben i c i a ,  C a l .  

Ben n i n g t o n ,  V t .  

"Bents"  error , Honour ' s  I o c a  1 
Bent s '  F o r t  

2 0  

89-90 

1 70 

1 58 

1 8 5 

6 7 - 7 0  

1 00 - 1 08  

1 7 3 

1 25-6  

1 07 

Ber I i n ,  Germany  

Bermuda  

Berne Convent i o n ,  UPU , 1 889 

Bet h l ehem , P a .  

B .  F .  Steven s ;  See Steven s ,  B . F .  

B i  co I ored s t amps 

B i  I l h a r d t ,  Max K.  

B i n g h a m ,  S y b i  1 Mose l ey 

B i n g h ampton , N . Y .  

Cover s f r om 

B i rm i n g h a m ,  A l a .  

B i sected stamp s ,  

\ Oo;t 1 84 7  cover s 

3\t 1 8 5 1  ' s  

1 2¢ 1 85 1 ' s ,  cover s 

B l ac k  J ac k s  

Co l umb i an s  

] ] /  

3 1 3  

2 1 7  , 3 20 

3 1 6  

2 0 7  

1 4 5-6 , 2 7 1  

1 36 

\ \ 9 - 1 2 1  

5 9 ,  I 7 2  

1 5 1 ,  1 72 

9 2  

1 4 2 -3 , 2 1 8- 1 9  

1 4 2 - 3 ,  1 73-4 

1 4 3 

1 99 - 2 0 1 , 2 1 8- 1 9  

2 5 4  

3 1 8  

Cover s ,  1 4 2 ,  1 73-4 , 1 99-200 , 3 1 8 

1 rom H a wa i i 

1 1  l eg a  I i t y  

2 0 1  

1 4 2 - 3 , 2 54 

B i shop , C o l i n  66 

Bi  sse I I correspondence 36-7 

B l ac k  J ac k s ,  1 863-67 , book b y  Maur i ce Co l e  2 5 4  

B I  a•:k J a c k s ,  2t  stamp o f  1 863 253-256  

Atherton s h i f t  

Cover 1 r om Hawa i i  w i th 

E a r  I i e s t  k nown ... se ,  cover 

Preston s h i f t 

A l so see S t amp s ,  2t of 1 863-67 

2 5 5 - 2 56 

1 2 2 

2 5 3  

2 5 5-6 

B l a i r ,  Montgomer y ,  PMG 44 , 54 , 56 ,  1 1 3 , 230 , 2 37  

B l ockade  cover , C i v i l W a r  320  

B l ood , 0 . 0 .  & Co . ,  D i spatch  29 

Loc a l  stamps  on  1 84 7  covers  29,  1 25 ,  1 4 7 ,  1 62 , 29 1  

Prepa i d  enve l ope 1 62 

"B l ue Book s , ,. - See U n i ted States  Reg i ster s 

Bogg , B i l I 

Bog g s ,  W i n t h r o p  

2 3 4  

Book , E ar l y  Amer i c an  Per f o r a t i n g Mac h i nes 

a n d  Per forat i on s ,  1 85 7- 1 867  1 86 , 2 5 3  

B o i se,  I daho 1 1 5- 1 6  

Boker , J o h n R . ,  J r .  8-9 

Bon d ,  A r t h u r  H . ,  re Ma i I Route ma r k i n g s  78  

Book s ,  ph i  l ate I i c  a n d  h i stor y ,  1 i st s  1 6  -34 

A l so see s u b jects of  

Bordea u x ,  F r ance 2 6 2 , 2 76 , 2 79 , 29 2 , 295  

Boscawe n ,  N . H .  1 30 

Boston 70 , 9 1 , 1 1 0 ,  1 1 8- 2 0 ,  1 3 1 ,  1 4 1 , 1 46 ,  1 48 ,  1 5 2 ,  

I 5 4 ,  1 63 ,  I 6 6 ,  I 68,  I 7 1  , I 7 3 ,  I 7 5 ,  I 7 8 - 9 ,  2 0 7 ,  2 1 0- 2 1  2 

2 2 2 .  2 5 1 -2 '  2 5 7 '  2 7 8 ,  284-5 ' 2 8 7 ' 289-90 , 293 ' 298 ' 

C a r r i er cover s 

304 , 306-7 , 3 26-7 

1 2 5-7  

Cover s f rom 1 4 , 37-8 , 1 2 0 , 1 2 3 , 1 5 1 -2 , 1 63 , 1 7 1 , 1 73 ,  

1 7 9 ,  1 8 4 , 209 , 2 1 1 , 268 , 28 1 , 2 94  

New  Y o r k  P .M .  prov i s i on a l u sed f r om 

PA I D  mark i n g 

1 32 

294 

1 67 

1 76 

I 07  

Boston  & A l b a n y  R . R . , mark i ng 

1 84 7 cover 

Bou l der , N . T .  

Bouton ' s  C i ty � i spdtch P o s t ,  N . Y . , w i th 1 84 7  

stamp s 

Bowe n ,  E I  i 

Bower s ,  L l oy d ,  P . M . , Mob i l e ,  A l a . 

Bow l I n g Green , Ky  

Bow l sb y , G . w . ,  patent s tamp des i g n  

1 24-5  

62-4  

93-4 ' 329  

1 59 

243-6 

Bowma n v i I l e , Canada West 1 70 

Boyd ' s  C i ty Expres s ,  w i th 1 84 7  s t a m p s  1 2 5-27 , 1 4 7 

Brad l e y ,  A b r a h a m ,  A s s ' t  PMG 66 

B r a t t l eboro ,  V t .  1 73-4 , 1 79 

Postmaster ' s prov i s  i ona  I 

B r a zer , O r .  C l arence 

Braz  i I 
B r az i l L i ne 

1 30 

2 4 2 - 2 4 5  

2 6 1 -6 2 , 288 

267 

Bremen 1 79-80 ' 2 1 7 - 1 8 ,  2 6 1 ' 2 7 9 '  290 , 296 ' 298 

U . S .  C o n v e n t i on mai 1 s; packets  

Brest ,  F r a nce 

298  

304 ' 3 0 7  

B r i dgeport ,  Con n .  1 55 , 20 7  

Br i gg s  cor r espondence,  J e f ferson  T er r .  35-36 

Br i n d i s i ,  B r i t i sh ma i I s  v i a  2 8 1 , 289-90 

Beg i n n i n g of 289 

Br i t i sh Agen c y ,  P a n ama 

Br i t i sh H o n d u r a s  

2 66 , 2 76-7 , 30 2  

303 

Br i t i sh M a i I Treat i es 2 09 , 2 1 7-8 , 26 1 -2 , 27 2 , 283-92 

E x c h a n ge 0 1  f i ce mark i n g s  2 8 3 - 5 , 288-9 , 295-9 

P a r t i a I p ayments not r ecogn i zed 2 9 1  



]]2 

Tr i p l e  r ate 1 i r st per m i tted 308 

Br i t i sh Open Ma l l  2 0 1 , 204 , 206 , 2 1 6- 1 7 , 26 1 , 27 2 ,  

286- 7 , 292-3 , 304 

2 7 2  D i scont i n ued 

E xp l a i ned 204 , 286-7 

1 4  7' 206 , 283-9 3 '  2 9 7-99 ' 

304 - 5 ' 308-1 1 , 3 1 3  

c o  .... e r s  b y  7 , 36 , 1 4 1 , 1 98 , 208-9 , 2 1 1 , 2 1 4 , 2 1 7 , 

Br i t i s h treaty ma i I s  

249 ' 2 5 1 ' 260 , 266 , 268 , 276-7 ' 279-8 3 ,  2 8 7 '  289'  

T r i p l e  r ate v i a  

292 ' 294 ' 299 ' 305 ' 308 ' 3 1 0 ,  3 1 4  

308 

Broadway P . O . , c a r r i er 1 2 5 

Brook l y n ,  N . Y .  1 2 5 , 303 

Brookman ,  Lester G .  i 33 , 1 36- 7 , 1 73 , 2 5 7 , 263-65 , 

2 7 2 , 294 , 3 1 8  

"The  Postage Stamps  o f  the U n i ted S t ates , "  

book b y  264 

"The  U n i ted States Postage Stamps o f  the  1 9th 

Cen t u r y " ( 1 966 , e d . ) 1 9 , 2 5 -6 , 1 33 , 2 79, 294 

A I so see " N i neteenth  Century Postage Stamps 

o f  the U n i ted States"  

Brown , A a r o n  V . ,  PMG 

Brown & Son , Correspondence 

Brow n ,  " J er sey , "  

44 

35 

1 7  

Brown , Rev . S amue l R . ,  M i s s i on a r y  

Brown , Stephen 

3 1 1 

1 46 

1 4 5 

9 1  

Brow n ,  W . J . ,  2 n d  A s s ' t  PMG 

B r u n s w i ck ,  G a .  

B r u n sw i ck ,  Ma i ne 

B r u s se l s ,  B e l g i um 

Buch a n a n .  Carro l 1 cor r e s pondence 

B u c h a n a n ,  J ames ,  Pres U . S . , etc 

B u c h an a n ,  W i l l i am ,  U . S .  Con s u l 

1 60 ,  289 

26 1  , 3 1 6  

2 2 , 35-36 

231 , 2 86 

303 

B u f f a l o , N . Y .  

Car r i er s  

Cover s 1 rom 

Postmaster s h i p ,  etc , ; 1 8 50 

Bureau o 1  E n g r a v i n g & Pr i nt i n g 

B u r n s i de,  Gen . Ambrose 

B ur l i n g t o n ,  I owa 

B ur l i ngton , V t .  

1 8 4 7  cover f rom 

Burr , Aaron , con s p i r a c y  

67-70 , 1 07 , 207 , 258 

1 2 5 

1 48 ,  1 5 1 

67-70 

1 34 , 2 7 1  

239 

1 59 

1 5 1 ' 1 78 

1 5 1 

46 

B u r r ,  D a v i d  H • •  P . O .  Dept topogr apher 

B u r r a l I ,  J o n a t h a n .  A s s ' t  PMG 

65-66 

43 

243 B ut l er & Car penter , stamp pr i nter s 

But l er ,  Gen .  Ben j am i n  F .  

B utter f i e l d ,  J o h n  

Butter f i e I d  Over I a n d  Ma i I 

B u tter f i e  I d  Route 

Butter f i e l d  Stage L i ne 

2 2 1 ' 2 3 1  

I 0 7  

1 1 6 

I l l  

98 

B utter f i e l d ,  W a s son & Co.  1 07 

B L"ttcn  & R a y ,  S a n  F r a n c i sco,  stamp pr i n ter 1 1 4  

Cabe I I Court  Hou s e ,  V a .  1 64 

Cad i z ,  O h i o  1 7  

Ca f 1 i er i ,  b u st o f  F r a n k l i n 1 33-34 

C a h a b a ,  A l a . 1 54 

Ca l a i s ,  F r ance 

Ca l a i s .  M a i ne 

Ca l a i s  to Par i s ,  t r a ve l i n g P . O .  

2 9 1 , 294 , 297-8 , 307 

1 6 1 , 207 

298 ' 306-7 

Ca l c u t t a ,  I n d i a  2 1 1 , 2 1 8 , 2 8 1  

Ca l ender s ,  3¢.  1 8 5 1  a n d  1 85 7  stamps 1 8 , 1 9 7 

Ca l i  t o r n  i a 95- 1 06 ,  1 08 - 1 9 ,  1 2 1 -3 ,  1 40-4 1 . 1 44 ,  

1 48-50 , 1 5 3 - 5 , 1 5 7 '  1 8 1 , 1 99-205 , 2 07 , 2 1 7 -8 , 2 2 4 ,  

2 4 7 '  2 6 1 ' 274  

Become s state 95-6 , 1 03 ,  1 49-50 

Fore i g n r ates f rom , b y  Br i t i s h ma i l s  292-3 

Gu i de tor t r a ve l l er s  to 1 04-6 

Ma i l s  to C a n a d a  292-3 

Ma i I s  to E n g l a n d  

Mex i c a n  War , i n  

Pre- statehoo d ;  s t a t u s  

Rates . C a l i f or n i a  ma i I s  

1 84 7 cover s f r om 

1 84 7  cover s to 

292-3 

95-6 , 1 2 1 , 1 40 

95-6 , 1 03 

1 40 , 200-20 1 , 204 

1 3 , 1 48-9 , 1 5 3 - 5 , 1 57 , 200 

Ca l i f o r n i a  C i ty L etter Express  Co.  

1 4 4 ,  1 8 1 ' 1 84 

I 00 

Ca I i  t or n  i a Letter E x p r e s s  Co. ; see above 

Ca l i f or n i a ,  Oregon & M�x i co Steams h i p  Co 3 1 2  

Ca l l f or n l a ,  PMSSCo . steams h i p  95-97 , 1 02 

Ca l i f or n i a  P e n n y  Post , 

Ca l l ao ,  Per u 

C a l l ao ,  Per uv i an b a r k  

99- 1 0 1  

276-77 

97' 1 02 

C ambr i dge,  l n d .  1 58 

C ampbe l I ,  J ames , PMG 4 4 , 6 4 ,  7 5  

C a n a d a  2 3 ,  1 7 2 ,  1 8 1 , 200-0 1 , 2 1 6- 1 7  , 2 5 7 , 26 1 , 2 79 , 

3 1 6-3 1 7  

Cover s f r om 1 4 7 '  1 72 ,  1 8 1  

Cover s to 2 3 ,  1 06 ,  1 40 ,  1 48 ,  1 70 ,  1 99 , 2 5 3 , 268 , 2 79  

"Ferr i age" r ates 2 5 7 , 2 79 

R ates betwee n ,  a n d  U n i ted States 2 6 1 , 1 93 

U . S .  Ma i l s  to 2 3  

West Coast t o  e a s t .  r ates 293 

" C a n a d a , "  C u n a r d  steamer 

C a n a d i an Federat i on 

C a n a d i an ,  I I ,  steamer 

C a n a  1 Dover , O h i o  

C a n a n da i gu a .  N . Y .  

C a n a r y  I s l an d s ; see G r a n d  C a n a r y  I .  

C a n ce l s ,  patent 

289  

268 , 2 9 3  

2 8 3  

2 59 

5 3 ,  1 1 9 

2 2 0 ,  2 5 7-9 

o 1  stamp s ,  proh i b i Te d  w i th datestamp 2 2 0  

C an f i e l d , Nodhwest T er r i tory 4 6  

C a n ton , C h i n a 3 1 1 

C a n ton . M i s s .  2 3 4  

1 2¢, 1 85 1  b i sec t s  f rom 1 99-200 

C a n twe l I 1s  Br i dge,  De l .  1 56 

C a p e  Horn 278 

C a p e  o f  Good Hope 

C a r l i s l e , E n g l a n d  

C a r n  i .  l 1 1 . 

1 99 '  2 1  \ - I 2 '  2 1  5 '  2 1 8 '  25 7 '  

26 1 -2 , 3 1 1 

I 79 , 290 

1 59 

C a r p e n ter , Joseph R • •  stamp pr i nter 1 34 , 2 4 3  

C a r r i er cover s 2 9 , 99 , 1 24-9 , 2 1 7 , 2 4 0 , 2 6 1  

C a r r i er stamps 

F r a n k l i n  c ar r i er 

C a r r o l I ,  Hoy cor r e s pondence 

Cover s f r om 

1 24-7 , 1 4 7-4 8 

209 

3 5  - 4 2  

37 , 39 , 4 1 -2 

4 2  L I  st  o f  predeces sor s a n d  successors  

C a r ro l l to n .  A l a . 

C a r son  C i t y ,  Nev a d a  T er r .  

C a r ter , Samue I ,  expre s s  agent 

Cartography  sect i o n ,  N at i on a l Arch i ves 

C a r togr aph y ,  Phi  l ate I l e ;  art i c l e  by De l f 

Noren a ,  1 964 Congress  Book 

C a y u t av i l l e , N . Y .  

C a zenov i a , N .  Y .  

"Cen s "  error , Honour ' s  1 o c a  I 

1 54 

1 1 1  

1 08 

6 5  

6 5  

7 2  

6 7  

1 2 5-6  

Cent r a l Over l an d ,  C a l i f o r n i a  & P i ke ' s  Peak 

E x p r e s s  ( COC & PPE ) 1 07 , 1 1 1 - 1 2  

COC & PPE Pony E x p r e s s  cover 1 23 

Centr a l  P ac i f i c  R a i l wa y  1 1 6- 7  

C e n tr a l  ( stage,  over l an d )  route 1 1 1  

Cerro Gor do, I 1 1 .  2 5 9  

Cert i f i ed So l d i er s '  Letter s ,  C i  v i  I W a r  2 3 5 - 2 3 8  

C h agres , P a n ama 97,  I 02 

C h amp l a i n ,  Lake; See L ake C h amp l a i n  

C h a r l esto n ,  S . C .  90-93 , 1 2 1 -6 , 1 48 , 1 5 2 , 207 , 2 33 , 2 59 

Con f ederate States u s es , U . S .  stamps f rom 2 3 1 - 3  

C a r r i er uses  w i th 1 84 7  s t a m p s  1 2 5-6 , 1 48 

E x p r e s s  Ma i I cover 90-93 

I ndeper:dent State u s e s ,  U . S .  stamps 2 2 8  

Cover s f rom 1 4 1 , 1 5 1 -2 , 228 , 2 3 0 , 2 3 2 - 4  

C h a r  I e s  ton , w .  V a . ; S e e  K a n awha  C . H . , V a .  

C h a r l es T ow n ,  Mas s .  

C h a r l es Tow n ,  V a .  

C h a r n  I ey  & W h e  I en  cor r e s pondence 

C h ar t r e s , Fort 

C h a s e ,  Abbott 

1 67 

1 64 

3 5 ,  1 69 

7 9  

1 6 7 

C h ase-Cabeen ; see "F i r st 1 00 Year s ,  U . S .  Terr

i tor i a l  Postma r k s ,  etc . "  

C h a se ,  Dr . Carro l I ,  2 3 , 2 7 -8 , 38 , 1 37 , 1 46 , 1 93-6 

"C l as s i c  U . S .  Stamp s ,  1 84 5-69 , "  repr i nt comp-

i l at i on o f  art i c l e s ,  rev i ewed 27 

" T h e  3¢. Stamps o f  the U . S .  1 85 1 -5 7  I s sue" 23 

C h a se C u p  3 

C h a t h a m ,  New B r u n sw i ck 

C h attahooc h i e ,  F I  a . 

C h em i c a l  paper tor stamps  

C heney  & Co. , E x p r e s s  

C h e r a w ,  s . c .  
C herbour g .  F r ance 

C he s ter , Pa.  

C h e s tertown , M d .  

C h e s ter V i l  I a g e ,  M a s s .  

2 6 8  

1 56 

2 4 5  

1 78 

90- 1 

304 ' 307 

6 1  

1 6 2 

1 67 

C h e y e n n e ,  Wyo.  274  

C h i c a g o ,  1 1 1 . 67,  1 07 ,  1 5 0 - 1 , 1 58-9 , 2 56 , 26 2 , 284 , 298  

Cover s f r om 1 5 1 ,  1 59 , 2 2 2 , 262 , 28 3 , 305  
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He l d  For Postage mark i n g 2 2 2  

O l d  Stamps  Not Recogn i zed mark i n g 2 2 2  

Supp l eme n t a r y  Ma l I mar k i n g  1 1 , 2 1 9 , 2 2 2  

C h i copee , M a s s .  1 66 

C h i  l e  262  

C h i n a 

Cover s f rom 

I 1 9 ,  2 59-60 , 264 , 2 7 8 , 2 88-9 , 309 

280-8 1 

Cover s to 

Posta l r ates to a n d  f rom 

Treaty ports  

C h  I na & J ap a n  Steam Ser v i ce 

"Ch i n a"  steams h i p  

C h i nese Camp , C a l .  

C hoctaw Agen c y , M i s s . 

Chr i st i an ,  c . w .  "Bert , "  

1 82 , 209 , 2 1 1 , 3 1 0 ,  1 1  

3 1 0- 1 1 

3 1 1 

2 59-60 , 309 - 1 1 

2 68 , 28 1 , 3 1 0  

1 1 0 

3 1 3- 1 4  

1 3 , 2 4 1  

Guest co l umn i st ,  l \t  1 86 1  stamps 

Chr i stmas D a y  uses,  1 84 7  stamps 

242-6  

1 70-7 1 

"Chro,i i c l e  of U . S .  C l a s s i c  Posta l I s s u es , "  

var i o u s  i s s u e s  rev i ewed 1 9- 2 3  

C i nc i n n at i ,  Oh i o  8 8 , 9 2 , 1 5 2 , 1 62 , 1 7 1 , 1 7 7 , 1 83 

Carr i er u se 1 2 5  

Cover s f rom 

Prepay i n g c f  postage f rom , J u l y ,  1 85 1  

C i rc u l ar r ates 

C i ty Despatch Post, N. Y .  

W i t h  1 84 7  stamps  

C i t y o f  Lon don , steams h i p  

1 5 1 -2 ,  1 7 1 

1 83 

1 83 

1 29 

1 47 
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C i ty of  Mex i co ,  s teams h i p  2 8 1  

C i v i l Ser v i ce ,  i n s t i tuted i n  post a l s y s tem 5-6 

C i v i l War , post a l h i story 2 2 1 -40 , 298 

So l d i er s '  Letter s 2 35-6 

Con feder a te or I n dependent State u s e s , U . S .  

postage stamps 228-34  

Nav a l  Letters 237-8 

A I so see Con f ederate s u b jects 

C l anr i c a r d e ,  Lor d ,  Br i t i s h PMG 

C l arke,  Bever l y ,  U . S .  d i p l omat 

C l ar k ,  Gen . George Roger s 

C l ar k ,  H u g h  M .  

C l a r k s b u r g ,  ( W . ) V a .  

C l ar k s v i I l e ,  G a .  

C l ar k s v i I l e ,  Ten n .  

286-7 

303 

79 

1 30 

1 64 

1 5 7 

9 2  

C l ar k s v i l l e ,  V a .  1 64 

C l as s i c  U n i ted S tates Stamp s ,  1 84 5 - 1 869 ; book ; 

Repr i nt comp i l at i on of ar t i c l es by D r .  C a r r o l I 

C h a s e ,  rev i ewed 2 7  

C l ea ve l a n d  ( C l ev e l a n d ,  Oh i o ) , postma r k s  1 0 , 85-8 

C I  eave I a n d ,  Moses  86-7 

C l emen t s ,  Ben j am i n  N . ,  CSA post a l o f f i c i a l  3 2 1  

C l eve l a n d ,  Grover , U . S .  Pres i dent 86 

C l eve l an d ,  O h i o  1 0 , 85-88 , 1 36 , 1 7 1 , 1 7 5 , 2 2 2 , 263  

Cover s f rom 

Postmar k s  

Spe l I i n g o f  

C l osed ma i l  

Coe & PP E x p r e s s  

8 6 , 1 5 1 , 263  

86 

1 0 , 86-7  

287  

See Centr a l  Over l a nd  & P i ke ' s  Peak Express  

Co l d  War , i n  UPU 

Co l e ,  E z r a  1 2 7 , 1 46 , 1 74 , 1 77 

Co l e ,  Maur i ce ,  on B l ack  J ac k s  of 1 863  2 5 4  

Co l l amer , J acob , U . S .  PMG 

Co l l ector s C l ub P h i  l ate I i st 

C o l  I i n s L i ne ,  Amer i c an  Packets  

Co l I i n s v i l le ,  Con n .  

Co l ogne ( Ko l  n ) ,  Germ a n y  

Co l om a ,  C a l . ( a l so s e e  C u l l om a l  

Co l on i a l  E x p r e s s  M a i  1 
"Co l on i e s  & A r t .  1 3" mark i n g 

Co l orado 

Co l or a d o ,  PMSSCo steams h i p  

4 4 ,  7 3  

1 29 , 1 33 , 1 4 7 

2 8 7  

1 5 5 

1 80 '  2 6 6 ,  2 8 0 '  2 9 1  

1 00 

207  

2 8 4 -5 , 29 \ -3 

1 06-7 , 2 7 5  

309- \ 0 

Co l or c h a n ge s  of Con federate stamp s ,  1 86 2 ,  

c o l umn b y  Leo n a r d  H .  Hartmann  a n d  M .  C I  i n t-

on McGee 3 2 5  

Co l umb i a n i s s u e  stamps 

Co l umb i a , S . C .  

Co l umb u s . G a . 

Co l umb u s ,  O h i o  

C o  I umb u s , PMSSCO steam s h i p  

Co l umn i s t s ,  Guest 

Chr i st i a n ,  Bert 

Graham,  R i c h a r d  B . 

Hargest , Pr o f .  George t: .  
Hart ,  C r e i ghton C .  

H a r tma n n ,  Leonard  H .  

1 36-7 , 2 4 3 , 3 1 6 , 3 1 8  

90-9 1 , 2 34 

9 1 ' 1 5 7 

5 9 , 9 2 , 2 7 1  

98 

2 4 2 - 5  

2 3 5 - 7  

28 3-90 , 293-9 '  304-8 

I ? 4 - 1 7 1  

3 2 1  ' 3 25-8 
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Her s t ,  Herman ,  J r .  

H i ck s ,  W i  1 1  i am W .  

J ar rett ,  D a v i d  L .  

Lev i ,  F r a n k  S . , J r .  

Markov i t s ,  Robert 

McGee,  M .  C I  i nton 

P ar k s ,  T homas M.  

Ne i nken , Mor t i mer L .  

S i mp son , T r a c y  W .  

Sm i t h ,  Dr . Gera l d  B .  

S l awson , Geor ye C .  

V ar. V I  i s sengen , A r t h u r  

W a r s h auer , E . D .  

Comb i n at i on cover s ,  w i th stamps  

A l so see spec i f i c  s t amp i s s u e s  

7 2  

1 93 

1 06-7  

1 54 - 1 7 1  

2 7 0  

3 2 5  

3 1 9-20 

1 6- 1 7  

1 5 , 1 95-6 

2 4 1  

2 2 5 , 3 1 7  

94 

2 7 3 - 5  

o t  d i f ferent countr i es 1 2 , 1 4 7 , 2 1 6- 7 , 2 76 

U i f f .  i s sues  1 4 4 , 1 8 1 , 2 1 4- 5 , 2 2 1 -3 , 22 5 , 2 7 1 , 28 1 

of regu l ar i s sues  w i t h c ar r i er s  99 , 1 1 3- 1 5 ,  

1 1 7- 1 8 ,  1 24 - 2 6 ,  1 62 

of s a'Tle ; s sues , " c omb i n al i on "  def i ned 2 1 5  

of  same i s sues  3 6 ,  1 06 ,  1 40-4 1 , 1 4 8 - 4 9 ,  1 84 ,  

1 99 ,  209 , 2 1 1 - 1 >; ,  2 5 9-EO , 2 8 2 ,  2 3  7 ,  2 9 7  

Poss i b l e  r ates requ i r i ng comb i n at i on s ,  

o f  r ates a n d  u s age s ;  1 85 1 - 5 7  i s sues  

SaMe , i s sues  o f  1 86 1 -66 

I i  s t s  

2 1 7- 1 8  

2 6 1 -62  

Comm i s s i on s ,  postma ster s ,  on fore i g n postage 

in  1 850 ' s  7 3  

"Compound"  enve l ope , ior carr i er 1 2 7 

Comstock Lode 1 1 1  

Concor d ,  N . H .  1 4 2 ,  1 69 ,  1 7 2 - 3  

Con ieder ate top i c s  

Act estab l i s h i ng CSA Post O f f i ce Dept 

B l ock ade-r u n  covers  

5 4  

3 20 , 3 2 7  

2 2 8 - 3 5  

2 2 7  

32 1 - 2  

3 2 7  

40-4 1 

Con f ederate u s age,  U . S .  s1arnps  

Congres s ,  moved  to R i chmond 

Due a n d  f r a n ked mai  I 

F I  ag-o f - t r u ce exc h ange 

H a n d stamped PA I D ' s  

Ma i I s y stem , p r ob l ems 3 1 9-20 , 3 2 3 - 5  

N e w  Or l ea n s ,  Postmaster ' s  prov i s i on a l 40 

O r g a n i z at i o n ;  pos+a l matter s 2 2 1 , 3 1 9-20  

P o s t a l L a w s , etc  3 1 9 , 3 2 1 -2 , 3 2 4  

Posta l ser v i ce estab l i shed 

P r i soner-o f -War , cover s f rom 

Postage stamps  

Co I or c h anges  o f  1 862 

London pr i nt i n g s  

SH I P  l etter s 

5 4 , 3 1 9-20  

327  

3 2 2 - 3 '  3 2 5 - 6 ,  3 2 8  

3 2 3 - 6  

3 2 4  

3 2 0  

S pec i e  payme nt s ,  postage 3 2 2 - 4  

St atehood , seces s i on dates 2 28-2 3 1  

Con f ederate P h i l a te l i st 3 2 5  

C o n f ederate St ates Cata l og a n d  H a ndbook , 

by August  D i et l  2 3 , 2 29-30 

C o n f eder acy , 2 54 , 303 , 3 1 9-29  

Congre s s ,  Posta l ,  I n ter nat i on a l ,  1 86 3 , 5 5 -6 , 30 � - 2 

of 1 964 6-7  

Con I i  n ,  J ames A . , o f  Bureau  o f  Eng .  & Ptg 

Connect i cut 207 , 274  

1 84 7  cover s f rom 1 48-9 , 1 '..1 5 , 1 73 

"Conour ' s, 11 error  for Honour ' s ;  l oca I 1 2 5-6 

C o n s u l ar Post O f 1 i ce at S h a n g h a i 280 - 1 , 3 1 1 

Cont i nenta l B a n k note Co.  2 4 3 , 24 5  

Cooper , Lowe I I 3 1 4- 1 6  

Cor n v i I ! e ,  K ( an s . ) T .  1 0 7 

Corner cards , on 1 84 7 cover s 1 1 , 1 7 5-8 

O n  r i ght  hand s i de o f  enve I ope 1 7 7  

Correspondences ;  S e e  1 1 F  i n d s , F  arno u s . " 

Cor y don , I n d i an a ,  posta l h i story 8 2  

C o s t a  R i ca ,  steam s h i p  2 5 2  

Contract s ,  f or postage stamps 1 3 3 

Cot i l l a ,  L a .  2 3 4  

Cou l ter , E l l i ott 2 7 7  

Cou nter fe i t  s t amp s ,  3¢ 1 86 1  

Coupon E s say , 1 ¢  1 86 1  stamp 

Countes s ,  steamboat corner c a r d  

Cover s ,  1 84 7 ,  w i th a d v .  cor ner c a r d s  

Cover s ,  prob I em 

Cov i ngton , K y .  

Cowe s ,  I s l e  o f  W i g ht  

C r a w f o r d s v  i I l e ,  I n d .  

2 4 7  

2 4 3  

39 

1 1 '  1 75-9  

3 1 3- 1 7 

1 59 

296 

1 58 

Cred i t  mark i n g s ,  fore i g n ma i I s ;  see E x c h a n ge 

O f f i ce mark i ng s  

Creswe l I ,  J o h n  A . J . ,  ?MG 

C r i ttenden correspondence,  V i r g i n i a  C i ty 

4 4  

P o n y  E x p r e s s  cover s 1 1 6 

Crocker , C h a r  I es 1 1 7  

Cros b y ,  E I  i s h a  Oscar  a n d  cor r .  I I ,  3 5 ,  2 1 5 ,  302-4 

Cross border Exchange O f f I ce rate, U . S .  a n d  

Canada  257  

C u b a  

Cover s t r o m  or t o  

2 2 ,  1 4 2 ,  1 99 , 20 1  

2 2 ,  1 99 

C u l l om a ,  C a l  ( a l so see Co l om a )  1 3  

C umber l an d ,  Md . 9 2 , 1 6 2 , 1 79 , 290 

U n i i sted Postmaster ' s  prov i s i on a l 1 30 

Cumber I a n d  Road 

C u n a r d  L i ne 

C u thber t ,  G a .  

92 

1 79,  2 1 7,  299 , 304 

1 5 7 

Dakota T e r r i tory  

D a l l a s ,  Stephen , app ' t  S a n  F r a n c i sco PM 

D a l ton , G a .  

2 7 5  

97 

1 5 7 

1 5 5 

239 

267  

267 

1 70 

1 62 
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D a n b u r y ,  Con n .  

D a n fort h ,  G . H .  

D a n i s h post a l  ser v i ce ,  S t .  T homa s ,  DW I 

D a n i s h West I n d i es ,  cover f r om 

Dar  I i  ngton , C a n a d a  West 

Dar  J i  ngton , Md.  

Davenport ,  I owa 

D a v i dson , L a r r y  1 1  

D av i s ,  J e f f er son 93'  2 2 9 '  3 1 9 '  3 2 2 '  329  

D a y , Postmaster Gener a I 1 35 

ll ayton , O h i o  

Dead Letter O f  1 i ce 

Cover s ,  mark i n g s  

5 9 , 8 8 , 92 , 2 4 7  

73-4 , 7 6 , 2 2 7 , 2 3 1  

i n  C a l i forn i a  

Dead Letter s 

on West Coast 

Retur ned t r ee 

Deat s ,  H i  r am 

Deb i t  mark i n g s  on fore i g n  m a i  I 

See E x c h a n ge O f f  i ce mark i ngs  

Decatur , G a ,  

De L a  R u e  & Co. 

De I aware 

1 84 7  cover s f r om 

de L i s l e ,  Kenneth R .  

7 4 ,  76 , 2 2 7  

7 6  

73-76 

75-76 

262 

9 6 ,  1 3 1  

1 57 

3 2 5  

207  J 274  

1 48-9 , 1 53 ,  1 56 

77  

Demonet i z at i on a n d  use  o f  1 847  stamp s ,  1 4 5 ,  1 4 7 ,  

1 5 5 ,  1 57 ,  1 80- 1 

Art i c l e  by C . C .  H a r t ,  Co l l ector s C l ub P h i  1 -
ate l i st 1 4 7 

Demonet i zat i on of 1 85 1 - 5 7  s1amps 

Exchange per i od 

I n struct i on s  for  

at New  York C i ty 

i n  Vermont 

by " p as teover s "  

Demonet i z at i on o f  Nesb i tt enve l opes 

Denmar k ,  

Denn i so n ,  W i  1 1  i am ,  PMG 

Denver , Co l orado 

Denver , K.T . ,  Denver C i ty postmar k s  

Den ver , Hon . J ames W . ,  correspondence 

Deputy Postmaster s ,  rede'f i ned a s  PM 

A l so see Postma ster s 

2 2 1 -2 2 7  

2 2 1  

2 2 3-4 

224 

2 2 5  

2 2 5  

2 2 2  

2 1 8 , 3 1 8  

4 4 , 94 , 329 

1 07 '  1 1 6  

1 07 

36 

74 

Despatch Agen t ,  U . S .  - See Steven s ,  B . F .  

Detr o i t ,  M i c h .  69-70,  79 , 8 5 , 88 ,  1 62 ,  1 67 ,  1 7 7 ,  

2 2 2 -3 , 2 84 , .?98 

Cover f r om 1 5 1  

deW a s serman ,  O r .  Rober+ 2 1  

" D i amo n d  R ubber" cance l 3 1 8  

D i etz  H a n dbook , Con f �derate reference 2 3 , 2 29-30 

D i ke ,  Dr . She l don H .  84 

Di  1 1 ,  J ames ,  PM , L aurenceb u r g h , I n d . 8 1  

D i n smore ,  W . B .  1 1 1  

D i p l omat i c  ma i I ,  i n  Con f ederacy 328-9 

D i rect ; Ma i I D i rect , post a l  i n s t r u c t i on 

D i str i bu t i ng O f f i ce s ,  

G r a n d  Ecore,  L a .  

New Y o r k  C i ty 

To l edo,  O h i o  

D i str i bu t i ng Post O f f i ce s  

A s  def i ned b y  PMG , 1 850  

I n struct i on s  to route b y  N . Y .  DPO 

D i str i b ut i on o f  m a i l s , prob l ems 

D i st r i ct o f  Co l umb i a ,  

1 84 7  cover s f rom 

D i xo n ,  I l l . 

6 1 -2 

6 1  

59 

6 1  

5 9 '  60-62 

60 

59 

56-65 

2 0 7 '  273-5  

1 48-9 

1 58-9 

Doake s v i I l e ,  Ark . 

Dodgev i l I e, W i s c o n s i n  

D o n a l dson v i  I l e ,  L a . 

Don  Qu i xote, s h i p  

dos  P a s s o s ,  C y r  I l 

Doub l e  d i str i bu t i on of m a i  I 

Dover , E n g l and  

Down i ev i  I l e ,  Ca l .  

Cover s f r om 

Down i ng ,  Lester 

JJJ  

1 54 

1 73 

2 0 7 '  2 3 3  

1 2 1  

24 8 , 3 1 7 

63-64 

297-8 

1 1 0- 1 1 

Down i ng ,  Mr s ,  of L o n do n , correspon dence 

Down s ,  C h a r l otte , "Stamps"  magaz i ne 

1 4 1  

1 8 , 29 1  
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D . P . O . --See D i st r i bu t i n g Post O f f i ce 

O r e n a n , Spr ague 2 2 6  

D r esden , German y  2 5 2  

D r omber g ,  O . A .  2 4 8  

D r o p  Letter s ,  p r e p ayment requ i red  1 84 - 5  

Rates 7 7 , 2 5 3  

D u bo i s ,  War ren 2 4 1  

D u b u q u e ,  I owa 1 59 

D u n d a s ,  W i l l i am H . , P . O . Dept O f f i c i a l  66-7 

D u n l a v y , F . R .  1 94 

D u n n a v a n t ,  W i  1 1  i am 2 5 8  

D u n n i ng ,  D a n  1 07 

D u p l ex postma r k s  2 2 0 , 2 5 7 - 9  

D u r a n go ,  Mex i co 

D u t c h  Reform C h u r c h , New l'ork  P . O .  

1 2 1 

1 3 1 

E ag l e  C i ty Post,  c a r r i er 1 2 5 

E a r  I i est k nown u s e s ,  U . S .  stamps  1 3 7-9 

A l so see spec i f i c  stamps a n d  i s s ues  

E. ar l y  Amer i ca n  Per f o r a t i n g Mach i ne s  a n d  Per f 

orat i on s , 1 8 5 7 - 1 86 7 ,  by  W i n t h r o p  Boggs 1 86 , 2 5 3  

E a ster n P o n y  E x p r e s s  

E a ster n R . R . ,  c o v e r  f rom 

E a s t  F i s h k i l l ,  N . Y .  

E a st H addam,  Con n .  

E a s t  I n d i e s ,  cover s t o  

[ astpor t ,  Ma i ne 

E a st W i n d sor , Con n .  

E c uador 

E d g a r town , M a s s .  

E d i n b u r g h ,  Scot l a n d  

E l berto n ,  G a .  

E I  i z abethtown , K y .  

E l k  Po i nt ,  Dakota T .  
E I  l et ,  George 

E l l i cott • s  M i l l s ,  Md. 

E l  I i s ,  R i c h a r d  

E l m i r a ,  N . Y .  

E l y town ( now B i rm i n g h am ) , A l a . 

"Emba  I med" cover s 

E mer son , J udge 

E mm i t s b ur g h , M d .  

E n ge l , R . J . , J r .  

1 , 66 

1 5 1  

1 39 , 2 70 

1 6 7 

1 8 2 ,  2 1 4  

1 6 1  

1 5 5 

2 6 1  

1 6 7 ,  2 1 4  
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1 5 7 

9 2  

2 7 5  

3 1 9  

1 6 2 

1 3  

2 7 5  

9 2  

1 7 1 -2 , 20 1 , 2 7 6 ,  7 

1 46 , 2 5 5  

2 2 3  

2 4 8  

E n g l a n d  20 , 52 , 8 7  , 9 1 , 1 32 ,  1 40 ,  1 44 ,  1 6 2 ,  1 79-80 , 1 9 7 ,  

2 0 1 ' 206 , 208-9 ' 2 1 2 '  2 1 7-8 , 2 5 7 '  2 6 1 -2 '  2 7 9 '  283-92 , 

2 9 5 , 297 ' 304 ' 307 ' 3 1 0 ,  3 1 4-7 ' 320, 3 2 5  

Cover s t o  9 1  , 1 3 2 ,  1 4 7 ,  1 5 3 ,  1 7 9 ,  208 , 2 1  7 ,  249 , 

260,  2 7 9 - 8 0 ,  2 8 3 ,  308 , 3 1 4  

E n terpr i se Lodge , F .  & AM,  cor r e s pondence 36 

E n terpr i se ,  M i s s .  2 3 4  

E n ve l op e s ,  9ov ' t  s t amped 1 1 1 , 1 2 7 , 2 1 3-4 , 2 2 1 -6 , 2 5 7  

C a l i f orn i a  u s e s  1 08 

Express  ma i I u s e  

P l i mpton 

We i l s , Fargo use 

l:. n ve l opes , Nesb i tt " star  d i e" 

1 \t + 3t compou n d  

C a r r i er u s e  

We i l s ,  F a r go u se 

Con f ederate o f f i c i a l  overpr i nt s  

Demonet i zat i on o f  

E a r  I i e s t  known u s e s  

E n v e l opes ,  use  a f ter 1 845  

U s e  for exp r e s s  ma i I s  

2 2 6  

3 1 5  

1 1 1 ,  1 1 3- 1 4  

1 1 1 , 2 67 

1 1 1  , 2 5 7  

1 2 7 

1 1 1  

3 2 1  

2 2 2  

2 1 3- 1 4 

1 76-7 

226 

E n ve l opes , V i r g i n i a  C i ty Pony E x p r e s s ,  pr i nted 

on  U . S .  stamped enve l opes 1 1 4  

E r i ck s o n ,  Char l es 1 37 

E r i e ,  A l a . 

E r i c  Cana l 

E r i e ,  P a .  

E r r i cson , ma i I steams h i p  

9 2 - 3  

4 7  

67 ' 7 0  

2 8 7  
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E r r or s ,  Hawa i i -u . s .  r ates o f  1 864 

E r ror s ,  stamp 

Honour ' s  l oc a l s  

H ammer s k jo l d , Dag  

1 869 i n ve r t s  

R e v e n u e s  o f  1 87 1  

Pan  Amer i c an  i n verts  

1 9 1 7  5¢  error s 

1 9 1 8  a i rma i I i n vert  

1 22 

1 34-7 

1 25-6 

1 34-5 

New Zea l an d ,  Lake  W ak i t i pu/Wakat i pu 

Doub l e  t r a n s f e r s  on 1 8 5 1 -7 stamps 

1 34 

1 34 

1 34 

1 35 

1 34 

1 35 

1 34 

E u t a h ,  A l a .  9 2 ,  1 54 

E v a n s ,  Geor ge 1 73-4 

E v a n s ,  Mr s Geor ge, correspondence 3 5 ,  1 6 1 , 1 73-4 

E v a n s v i l l e ,  I n d .  1 58 

Forwarder at 2 8 ,  1 2 2 

E verett , A . P . , forwarder , Hono l u l u  2 8 ,  1 2 2 

E vert ,  W ;  t son & Co. , expres smen 1 1 1 .  1 1 5  

E xc h a n ge O f f i ces a n d  mark i n g s ;  cred i t s  a n d  

deb i t s ,  

Br i t i s h 

French  

2 8 3 - 5 . 288-9 . 295-9 . 304 . 306 

297-9 

E xc h ange per i od ,  demonet i z at i on of 1 86 1  2 2 1  

E xeter , N . Y .  

E xecut i ve O f f i cer 

1 8 1 

2 3 7  

E x per i men t a l Orange Brown s ,  3t s t a m p  o f  1 85 1 , 

co l umn by W i l t  i am W .  H i ck s  

E xpress Ma i I ,  E astern Pony  

H a 1 e s  

Heason f or· prepayme n t  by  

1 93 

6 6 ,  89-92 

89 

91 

E x p r e s s  Ma i l ,  T h e ,  o f  1 8 36-39,  book b y  Or . 

J ames w .  M i  I g r am 89 

l:.. xpress  Ma l l s , U . S . , mark i n g s  1 8 , 1 5 1 -2 

E x p r e s s ,  Pony  1 1 1 - 1 4 ,  l 1 7- 1 9 ,  1 23 

E xpresse s ,  pr i va1e 1 76 

Pena l t y  for i I l eg a l carr i age, l etter ma i I 2 2 6  

F a i r f i e l d , I owa 

r o: i r  Haven,  Ma s s .  

A l so see Nort h  F a i r h aven  

F a l l R i ver , Mass.  

Patent cance ! 
F a n n y  Ma jor , bark  

F a r g o ,  W i  1 1  i am c.  
F a r m i ngton , Con n .  

F a r m i ngton , I I I .  
F a r m i ngton , I owa 

F armv i I l e ,  V a .  

F a yetrev i I l e ,  N . C .  

F ayettev i I l e ,  T e n n .  

F ay ,  J .  R i c... h a r d  
Feather R i ver  Expres s. 

F ees ; See � y pe ser v i ce ;  r ates  
" F err i age , "  r ate to Canada  

F i  ckensc her , George E .  

1 5 9 ,  1 6 1  

1 56-7 

1 66 , 259  

2 5 9  

2 0 1  

1 07-8 

1 5 5 

1 58-9 

1 59 

1 64 

90-9 1 

92 

1 4  

1 09 

2 5 7 , 279 

1 56 

F i l l more , M i l l ar d  1 28 

F i necast l e ,  V a .  1 64 

F i nck  correspondence 1 62 

F i nd s ,  f amou s ,  of U . S .  cover s ;  l i st 35-6 

F i ne ,  H ar r y ; a r t i c l e  on G . B .  Post & Co. 1 0 1  

F i nke l bu r g ,  F a l k  244-5  

F i n l an d  2 1 8  

F i r st Day  u s a ge s ;  see ear I i est k nown u s ages 

F i r st 1 00 Year s , U . S .  Terr i tor i a l  Postmar k s ,  

1 787- 1 88 7 ,  book by  Dr . Carro l I Chase  a n d  

H i c h a r d  McP . Cabeen 

F i tchbur g ,  M a s s .  

1 06-7 

1 06 

F i tc h ,  H . 1 . , forwarder , Hono l u l u  2 8 , 1 2 2 

F i ve Cent Stamps of 1 8 5 6 ;  T h e  U n i ted States , 

book by Henry  H i  1 I 
F l em i n g s ,  I n d i a na  Ter r i tor y 

F l orence,  A l a .  

F l or i da 

1 84 7  cover s f r om 

F l us h i n g ,  N . Y .  

204 

84-5  

6 6 ,  1 54 

2 29 , 2 .l l  , 2 74 

1 48-9 . 1 56. 1 72  

9 1  

F o l kma n ,  Dav i d  l . , J r . ,  au ·t hor , T he N i c a r a g u a  

Houte,  99 , 1 02 

F oochow , C h i n a  

F orbes & E I  wood , correspondence 

F ore i gn ma i I s  

Br i t i s h treaty  ma i l s  

3 1 1 

3 5  

783-3 1 3  

7 8 3-290 

I rench  ma i I s  79 3-99 

Fore i gn M i s s i on s ,  Board o 1 ; lfo s t o n ;  N . Y .  37 

Fore i gn postage ; comm i s s i on s  of  postma ster s 73  

Fort Ga i n e s ,  G a .  

Fortg a n g ,  Mor r i s  

Fort Mad i son , I owa 

Forts  < tr a d i ng or m i  I i t a r y ) 

Bents Fort 

C h artres  ( I  1 1 . )  
G a i n e s ,  G a .  

Kear n y ,  Nebr aska  

M a s s a c h u sett s ,  Co l orado 

Ph i  1 1  i ppe ( now Ft.  W a y n e ,  I n d . ) 

P u l a sk i ,  G a .  

S umter , s . c .  
Fort W a y n e ,  I n d .  

1 57 

1 9 1  

1 59 

1 07 

79 

1 5 7 

1 1 2 

1 07 

79 

3 2 7  

2 27 , 3 1 9  

7 9 ,  1 58 

Forwar der s ,  add i t i o n s  to Rowe, T h e  F o r w ar d i n g 

Agen t s ,  f i rst ed i t i on 28-30 , 1 00- 1 0 1 , 1 22 

Forwar d i ng Agents ,  boo k s  ( v ar . ed i t i on s )  b y  

Kenneth Rowe 28-30 , 1 00- 1 0 1 , 1 22 

Forward i ng Agents 

Def 1 ned, Rowe 28 

Hawa i i an 2 8 , 1 2 2 

S a n  F r anc i sco 28-30 , 1 00 ,  1 0 1  

Forwar d i n g ,  w i t h o u t  1 u r ther pen a l ty  262  

F r ee ,  on ma i I to C i v l  1 W a r  so l d i er s  5 4  

F o x  & L i v i n gston , expres smen 296 

F r ance 5 2 ,  1 32 ,  1 40 ,  2 0 4 - 7 , 2 1 5-9 , 2 5 0 ,  2 56-7 , 

2 6 1 -2 .  284 - 5 . 2 9 1 . 293-9 , 3 1 7  

Cover s to 1 4 ,  1 32 ,  1 4 1 , 206-7 , 2 1 6 , 2 28 , 2 3 2 ,  

24  7 - 8 ,  2 6 7 - 8 ,  2 7 1 . 2 8 2 . 292 . 297 . 305  

D i rect ma i I s  to  

F r e n c h  rates  on ma i I s  f rom U . S .  

F r an c e ,  ma i I s  t o ,  1 870-74  

D 1 rect  

P h  a n  tom r ate 

l Oit f u l l y  prepa i d  r ate 

F r a n c e ,  open ma i l s  to v i a  E n g l a n d  

J an u a r y -Apr i I ,  1 8 5 7  

1 870-74 

296-7 , 304 

294  

304-5  

305-6 

306 

2 9 7 .  304 

295 

304 

French  d i p l omat i c  ma i I in Con feder acy  328-9 

F r e n c h  ma i I s  24 , 206- / , 2 1 7 - 8 , 2 9 7 - 9 , 304-8 

Before 1 85 7 ,  v i a  E n g l a n d  293-6 , 3 1 0- 1 1 

B i b i  i og r a p h y  on  2 4 , 307-8 

Cover s by  1 4 , 1 4 1 , 206-7 , 2 2 8 , 2 6 7 , 307 , 3 1 3  

E xc h a n ge Of t i ces 298-9 

Mai  I s  by,  to beyond F r ance 298-9 

Non-treaty ma i l s , 1 8 -/0-74  268 , 2 7 1 , 28 2 , 295-7 , 

304-8 . 3 1 3  

Pa i d  on l y  t o  E n g l a n d ,  1 8 70-74 304 

French Ma i l Rate s ,  art i c l e  b y  Prot . George E .  

Hargest  i n  Chron i c re ,  2 4 , 308 

French-U . S. posta l treat i e s  

O f  1 85 7  

O f  1 8 7 4  

F r a n c i s  W a r d ,  patent c a n ce l s  

F r a n co- Pr u s s i an War  

F r a n k f o r t ,  Ky .  

2 8 7 . 297-9 

306-7 

2 5 7  

2 9 0 , 304 

9 2 .  1 59 

F r a n k i n g pr i v i l ege,  1 ree by s i gnature  1 2 7-9 

Book , H i stor y o1 , etc , b y  Edward Stern 5 6 , 1 29 

On Express  Ma i I 90 

Postmaster s ' , person a l ;  w i thdrawn  54 

F r a n k  I i  n,  3enjam i  n 239 

Sources o f  portr a i t s for stamps 1 33-4 

F r a nk l i n ,  I n d .  1 58 

F r a n k l i n ,  l a . 1 60 

F r a n k l i n ,  steams h i p  296 

F r a n k l i n ton , Oh i o  88 

F r a n k � ;  see f r a n k i n g pr i v i l ege 

F r azer & Co. , carr i er ;  used w i th 1 84 7  s t amps 1 4 7  

F reder i c k ,  Md.  9 2 , 1 62 

F r eder i c k sbur g ,  V a .  

F ree f r an k i ng 

90-9 1 . 1 64 

I n  Con feder acy 

A I :; o  see fr  ank i n g  pr  i v i  I ege 

F r ee f r a n k s ,  w i th c a r r i er use  

F r eeman & Co. , expr e s s  

F r eema n  enve l opes over p r i nted f o r  use b y  

3 2 1  

1 2 7-9 

1 1 1  

We i I s , F ar go & Co . 1 1 1 , 1 1 3  

F r eepor t ,  1 1 1  
F r emon t ,  J o h n  c .  
F r et z ,  R a l ston & Co. , V a n der b i  I t  Agents 

Frye,  J . D . , Spec . A g t ,  POD 

F u l to n ,  steams h i p  

207 

1 2 1  

1 0 1  

1 08 

298 

G 

G a i nes , For t ,  G a .  

G a i nesv i I l e ,  A l a . 

G a i nesv i I l e ,  I owa 

G a  I esbur g ,  l 1 1 . 
Ga I I agher , S cott 

G a l  I i po l  i s , North West T er r i tor y 

G a l vesto n ,  Texas  

G a l way  L i ne 

G amm i 1 1 ,  J o h n  

G . A . M i l l s D i spatch  Post , c a r r i er 

Index 

1 57 

1 54 

2 1 9  

1 58 

1 1 .  1 2 ,  1 4  

46 

1 60 , 207  

2 1  

1 57 

1 25 ,  1 4 7 

G a r d i ner , Ma i ne 1 4 2 , 1 6 1 , 1 72-4  

Gar 1 i e l d-Perr y  St amp C l ub ,  C l eve l a n d  1 0- 1 1 

G ar 1 i e l d , P r e s .  J ames A .  5 

Gar i ba l d i ,  G i useppe,  3 0 1  

G a r  I and  & Co. , express  

"Garter " stamp , We i I s , F argo 

G . B .  Post & Co. , San F r a n c i sco 

Gear y ,  Co l .  J o h n  W . , P M ,  San F r a n c i sco 

Gener a l  Post a l U n i on 

Gene v a ,  N . Y .  

Genev a ,  S w i tzer I a n d  

Genoa , I ta l y  

1 1 6- 7  

1 1 3 ,  1 1 8 

1 0 1  

9 7  

307 , 3 1 7 

1 72 

3 1 3  

300-0 1 

Gen u n g ,  A . W . , m i ner ' s  l etter ; b i og r a p h y  

Geo . O .  H i te ,  steamboat pur ser ' s  mark i ng 

Geograph  i ca I D i  c t  I o n ar y ,  Web ster ' s 

Geor getow n ,  K y .  

39 

1 04 , 300 

92 

46  

207  

Georgetown , Nor t h we s t  T er r i tor y 

Geor getown ,  S . C .  

Geor g i a 

1 84 7  cover s f rom 

Ger ber , Lambert W .  

2 2 9 , 2 3 1 , 274  

1 48-9 . 1 5 7 ,  1 72 

1 78  

Germantow n ,  P a . , u n i i sted P .M.  prov i s i on a l 1 30 - 1  

Germany 2 0 ,  1 36 ,  1 40-4 1 , 1 44 ,  1 62 ,  1 79 , 204 - 5 ,  2 1 7-8 

2 5 7 .  2 6 1 . 279.  290 , 294-5 . 299 . 3 1 7  

I Op1  stamp o 1  1 95 8 ,  error 1 36 

Covers f rom 

Cover s to 

G i bra  I ter 

20 

1 4 1  • 2 3 3 .  266 , 268 , 2 8 0 .  290 . 294 . 3 1  3 

289  

G i bson v i  I le  R i d g e ,  m i n i n g town 

Gi l b a r t ,  Kenneth  D . , a r t i c l es 

G i l I i ng h am ,  Haro l d  E .  

G i t  I i n ,  Dr . Ber n a r d  N .  

G I  asgow,  K y .  

G I  asgow, Scot I a n d  

Packet h a n d stamp 

1 1 1  

3 1 2 

1 33 

3 1 8  

9 2  

2 0 5  

2 8 3  

G l over , L l oy d  2 3 9  

Go l den A g e ,  PMSSCo steams h i p  1 23 , 2 1 9  

Go l den Sp i ke ,  comp l etes coas� t o  coast R . R .  3 1 2  

Go l d  H i  I I Lodge,  F & AM,  correspondence 36 

Go l dston , John 1 36 

Goodh u e ,  A l bert P . ,  Z a n z i bar ; cor r .  

Goodw i n ,  J . P .  & C o . , S a n  F r a n c i sco 

Goshen , I nd .  

36 , 2 5 1  

99 

1 58 

Gover nment  enve l opes ; see E n ve l ope s ,  Gov 1 t  

s t amped ; Nesb i tt E n ve l opes 

Gou l d  & Curry  S i l ver  M i n i ng Co. , l i thographed 

i mpr i nt on Pon y Express enve l opes 1 1 4  

G r a h am ,  R i c h a r d  B .  1 1 - 1 2 , 23 , 8 7 ,  1 36 , 2 2 7  

Co l umn s ,  C i  v i  I W a r  posta l h i stor y 

G r a n d  Canary  I s  I a n d s  

g o iz:  1 860 cover t o ,  d i s c u s sed 

G r a n d  Ecore, L a .  

G r a n ger , F r a n c i s ,  PMG 

G r a n ger , G i deon , PMG 

re Postmaster , Woodstoc k ,  V t .  

G r a s s  V a l l ey ,  Ca l . 

"Gr eat Ma i I , " New Y o r k -New Or l ea n s  

Great Repub l i c ,  steams h i p  

G r eece, cover to 

Stamp error 

G r ee n ,  Co l .  E d w a r d  H . R .  

Green sboro ( Green s borou gh ) ,  A l a . 

G r ee n s b ur g ,  I n d .  

G r een sbur g ,  K y .  

Greenv i I l e ,  A I a .  

Gregor y & Co. , express  

D i sappeared , 1 8 5 3  

G r egor y ,  Joseph W . ,  expres sman 

Gu i de tor Ca l i f or n i a  T r a v e l er s ,  etc 

Gregor y ' s  Hono l u l u  E xpres s ,  forwar der 

Gr e i g ,  A l exander M .  

Gr : t 1 i n ,  G a .  

Gr i I I s  on  stamp� 

2 3 5 - 8  

2 1 1 - 1 2 , 2 1 8  

2 1 1 - 1 2  

6 1  

4 3 ,  5 3  

4 3 ,  46-7 . 56  

56-8 

1 00 

4 3 , 50 , 89 

309- 1 1 

2 8 7  

1 36 

1 36 

9 1 . 1 54 

1 58 

9 2  

9 1 -2 

1 08 

2 8 ,  1 2 2 

1 00 

1 04-6 

2 8 ,  1 2 2 

1 29 

1 5 7 

, 24 5 , 263-7  



Index 

on 1 86 1  stamps 2 4 1 , 2 4 6- 5 1  

o n  B l ac k  J ac k s  2 5 3-4 

on 1 5( L i n..:o l n  2 5 7  

Gros s ,  E .  T u dor 1 2 8 ,  1 33 , 239-40 

Guada l a ja r a ,  Mex i co 1 2 1 

G u ade l upe H i da l go ,  Treaty  o f  9 5 -6 

G uatema l a  1 1 , 35 , 2 1 5 , 2 1 8 , 302-4 

"Cros b y "  cover to 

G u atema I a C i ty., Gu atema I a 

3 5 , 2 1 5 , 302-3 

302 

Guayaqu i I ,  E c u ador 3 1 5- 1 6  

G u i de ,  U n i ted States Post a l ,  and O f f i c i a l  Ad ver

t i ser , paper by  Peter G .  W a s h i n gton 3 4 , 56 , 59 ,  

6 1 .  7 1 , 7 3  

G u i de ,  U n i ted States Post O f f i ce ,  by  E l i Bowe n ,  

boo k ,  p u b  I i shed 1 85 1  62-4  

G u i on L i ne 

G u l teau , Char l e s ;  G a r f i e l d  a s s a s s i n  

G u y andotte,  c w . ) V a .  

304 

5 

1 64 

1 1 2 Gw i n n ,  W i  1 1  i am ,  U . S .  Senator 

H aber s h am , J osep h ,  PMG 

H ager stown ,  M d .  

H a l  I & M i  I l s  Despatch Post 

u sed w i th 1 84 7  stamps 

H a l  I ,  N . K . , PMG 

H a l p i n ,  stamp engra ver 

H ambur g ,  Germany 

4 3 , 4 5 -6 , 5 7 , 66 

9 2  

1 4 7 

4 4 , 60-4 , 67-8 , 7 3 ,  7 5  

3 2 0  

1 2 2 , 2 1 7- 1 8 , 26 1 , 298 

Pony Express cover addres sed to 

H ambur g-Amer i can L i ne 

1 1 3 

2 98 , 304 , 307 

2 3 9  H ammat T ,  Dan i e l  

H ammer s k jo l d , D a g ,  stamp error 3,  1 34-6 

H andstamp s ,  see postma r k s  and  han dstamps 

H a n n i b a l  & S t .  Joseph  R . R . , l st RPO test 55 

H a n n i ba  I ,  Mo . 2 7 4  

H a nover , N . H .  1 69 

H anson , Robert A . , art i c l e  on Pony Express  1 1 8 

H a r geou s ,  L . L . , cor r espondence 36, 1 40 

H argest,  Pro f . George E .  3 , 1 9- 2 1 , 2 4 , 2 8 3 , 308 

Co l umns by 283-90,  292-9. 304-8 

H arpers  F er r y ,  ( W . ) V a .  

H a r r i s b u r g ,  P a .  

H a r r  1 son , A n n a  

H a r r i s o n  b u r g ,  L a .  

H arr i son , W i l l i am Henr y 

1 64 

2 2 3  

1 28 

1 60 

Gover nor , I n d i ana  Ter r i tor y 8 1 , 83 , 8 5  

H arr i s ,  Rear Adm i r a l  F r eder i c  R . ; book ; T h e  

Stamps and Post a l H i story of  Hawa i i 1 1 9 , 20 1  

Hart ,  Cre i ghton c . ,  ed i tor , 1 84 7  sect i on ,  

"Chron i c  l e , "  1 2 - 1 4 , 86 ,  1 2 5 ,  1 44 ,  1 4 7-50 , 1 54 - 6 1 , 

1 7 9 ,  1 8 1 , 290 

Guest co l umn s 

H ar t f or d ,  Con n .  

1 54 - 1 7 1  

70,  1 6 7 ,  1 73 ,  1 83 , 207  

Cover s f rom 1 5 1 , 1 73 , 1 83 

H ar t i ngton , Marquess o f , B r i t i s h PMG 289 

H artma n n ,  Leonard H .  

Guest co l umn i st ,  Confeder ates 3 2 1 -2 , 3 2 5-9 

H a r t ,  o . s . , on N . Y .  PM prov i s i on a l s  1 3 1 

H asbrouck ,  Lou i s ,  I I 1 32 

H a s k e l l ,  Dan i e l , Adams & C o . ( stamp s )  9 9 , 1 08 

H a t t  i e l d ,  A .  

H a v a n a ,  Cuba  

Havanna ,  N .  Y .  

H a v r e ,  F r ance 

Havre L i ne 

1 3 1 

1 4 2 , 1 44 , 2 1 7 , 26 1  

7 2  

296-9 . 304 . 307 

2 1 7- 1 8 , 296-8 

H awa i i 1 2 , 98 , 1 1 9- 1 2 2 , 2 1 9 , 3 1 2 

Agent for ma i I s , S a n  F r a n c i sco 1 0 1  

B i sec t s ,  1 2¢ 1 85 1  stamps u sed f r om 2 0 1  

Cover s f r om 1 2 , 1 1 9- 22 , 3 1 2 

Cover s ,  "per F a n n y  Ma jor , "  2 0 1  

" per L a d y  J a n e  2 1 9  

Post,  G . B . , ma i l  agent , S a n  F r a n c i sco 1 0 1  

r at i ng error s ,  Hawa i i an -U . S .  m a i  I s , 1 864  1 2 2 

H awa i i an Steam Ser v i ce ,  mark i n g 3 1 2  

H a y nes v i I l e ,  A l a . 9 1  

H az a r d ,  E benezer , PMG 4 4  

H e a r d ,  A u g u s t i ne 

See A u g u s t i ne Heard cor r e s pondence 

He i de l ber g ,  German y  

He I I bron n ,  W u r temb u r g  

" He l d  tor Postage , "  

Cover s w i th 

1 79 , 290 

294 

237 

1 28-9 , 2 2 2 , 236  

On f r anked cover 1 28-9 

Hen l ey ,  T homas J . ,  PM,  S a n  F r anc i sco 9 7  

Herma n n ,  steams h i p  1 8 0 ,  2 9 0 ,  296 , 298 

Herr I ngbone cance I ,  B i n g h amton , N. Y .  1 7 2  

Her s t ,  Herman , J r . , Guest co l umn i st ,  

" A  M i l eage Prob l em i n  1 850" 72 

Herzog,  W i  1 1  i am K .  

Heske I I , Don 

H i bern i a ,  steam s h i p  

H i ckma n ,  K y .  

H i ck s ,  W i  1 1  i am W .  

Auct i on o f  co l l ec t l on 

1 78 , 263-4 , 2 7 2  

1 08 

1 79 , 290 

1 59 

7 ,  1 0 ,  ; 2 - 1 3 , 20- 2 2 ,  1 94 

1 8  

Co l umn ; T h e  3 ¢  1 85 1  Exper i menta l Orange  

Brown s  1 93-4 

Hi 1 1 ,  Hen r y ,  book on 5¢  stamp s ,  1 8 56-6 1 204 , 2 1 5  

H i nck l ey & Co. ' s  Express  1 07 

H l ogo,  J apan  276  

Cover f rom, 269 

H i r s c h ,  Ro l a nd F .  1 36 

H i rtze l , C h r i st i a n ;  co l l ect i on 1 3 , 1 36 , 1 7 1 , 20 1 , 

2 1 2 , 2 5 1 -2 , 2 76-7 

A l so see "emb a l med" cover s ,  var i ou s  i s s ues 

H i story o f  F r ee F r a n k i n g of  Mai t In the  U n i ted 

State s ,  book by  Edward Stern 56, 1 29 

H I  story of the  Post 0 1 1  i ce Departme n t ,  book by 

D . T .  Leec h ,  1 8 79 4 4 , 50- 1 , 5 5 , 6 5-6 

Ho l brook , J ames ,  boo k ,  Ten Year s Among the 

Ma i I bags  4 4  

Pub  I i s her and  E d i tor , U . S .  Ma i I & P o s t  O f f i ce 

Ass i st a n t ,  month I y newspaper , 1 860-75 34  

Ho l l aday , Ben , stage and  expressman 3 1 2  

Ho l I aday Over l and  & E xpress Co.  1 1 6 

H o l  l owbu s h ,  F r a n k  A .  

Ho l l owe l l ,  Ma i ne 

Ho l l y  Po i nt ,  Ark . ,  1 84 7  cover f r om 

H o l  ste l n ,  Germany 

276 

1 6 1  

1 54 

2 1 8  

Ho l t ,  Josep h ,  PMG 4 4 , 2 1 1 

Hong Kon g ,  C h i n a 2 1 1 ,  2 1 8 ,  2 5 1 - 2 , 2 5 7  , 2 59-6 2 ,  

Covers to 

Posta l convent i on w i th U . S .  

309- 1 1 

1 8 2 , 209 , 3 1 0  

3 1 1 

T r a n s i t  t i me ,  cover s f rom U . S .  to 309- 1 1 

Hono l u l u , H a wa i i 1 2 , 9 8 , 1 1 9 , 1 2 1 -2 , 1 99-20 1 , 2 1 9 ,  

2 59-60 . 2 9 2 . 309- 1 0 ,  3 1 2  

Ma i l s  f rom , Apr i l 1 ,  1 85 5  

Rates 

Honour ' s  l oc a l s , C h a r l eston , S . C .  

Error s ,  11Cen s "  a n d  "Bents" 

Hopk i n s v i l l e , K y .  

Horton , B r a d l ey B .  

Hosmer , Prof . C h a r l es 

Hot Spr i ng s ,  Ark . 

Houdon , Jean Anto i ne 

98  

1 2 2 

1 2 5-6 

1 25 

1 59-60 , 1 72 

3 1 6  

1 54 

1 33 

bust  of F r a n k l i n ,  stamp des i gn source 1 33 

Hou l ton , Ma i ne 279  

Housaton i c  R . R .  1 8  

Houston , Texas 327 

Howe ' s  H i stor i ca l  Co l l ect i on s  of O h i o  8 7  

How l and correspondence 3 6 , 2 1 1 - 1 2 , 2 1 5 

Hoy , Joseph & Co. 3 7  

Hoy , C a r r o  I I ,  cor respondence 

Covers f rom 

37-42 

3 7 , 39 , 4 1 -2 

L i st ,  predeces sor s a n d  succes sor s 4 2  

H u b b a r d ,  Samue l D . , PMG 4 4  

H u d son R i ver Ma i l ,  cover f r om 1 5 1  

H umbo l dt ,  steam s h i p  296-7 

H u nchback , U . S . S . , g u n boat 2 3 8  

H u n ne-we l I ,  J ames , correspondence 35 

H u nter , A l ex 1 09 

H unter & Co. , Express  1 09 

H u nt i ngton L i br a r y ,  Pony Express contracts  1 1 2  

H u n t s v i l l e ,  A l a .  92 , 1 54 

H yde Par k ,  N .  Y .  2 9 1  

I A ,  ter r i tor i a l  or state abrev i at l on 8 3  

1 1  I cehouse" 90¢ 1 869 2 8 1  

I daho C i ty ,  I daho 1 1 6  

I daho Ter r i tory 2 7 5  

l d a h o  Week I y Statesman 1 1 6 

I da h o ;  We l l s . F argo  o f f i ces 1 1 6- 7  

I 1 1  i n o i  s 

1 84 7  covers f r om 

1 1 1  i no l s ,  steams h i p  

207 , 2 2 4 , 263 , 2 7 4  

1 48-9 . 1 58-9 

1 03 

I I l u str ated cover s 1 23 ,  1 75-78 , 1 8 2 , 26 7 , 2 7 4  

Des i gn at i ng r o u t e s  f rom Ca l i forn i a  1 23 
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I ndependenc e ,  U . S . S . , f r i gate 1 2 3 

I ndependent L i ne ,  Ahead of the Ma i I s ,  ( V a n der-

b i l t  L i ne )  , 29-30 , 1 00 - 1 , 298  

I n d l  a 

B i sse l I covers to 

Cove1·s to 

I nd i an a  

1 84 7 cover s f rom 

I nd i anapo l i s , I nd .  

l nd i an  Ter r i tory 

2 1 7-8 , 2 6 1 , 289  

36-7 

36-7 , 2 1 1 , 2 8 1  

1 , 4 6 ,  79-8 5 , 2 2 4 , 2 7 4  

1 48-9 , 1 5 8 ,  1 72 

7 0 ,  1 58 

2 7 5  

I nd i es ,  E a s t ,  cover s to 1 82 , 2 1 4  

I n l an d  r at e ;  5 ¢ ;  U . S . -B r i t i s h ma l I treat y ;  

a l so see B r i t i s h Open Ma i 1 287-8 , 2 9 5  

l nman L i ne 304 

I nter nat i o n a l m a i l s ,  posta l con f erence o f  1 863  

55 ,  3 0 1  

I o-wa 

1 84 7  cover s f rom 

I re l and  

Cover s to,  

I r  I s h  F r ee State 

I s sues , U . S .  stamps 

See "Stamp s ,  U . S . ,  I s sues"  

I sthmu s ,  Pac i f i c  Ma i I steam s h i p  

l ta l i ci n  State s ,  m a p ,  t o  1 860 

C i t i es i n  

2 0 7 . 2 7 4  

1 48-9,  1 52 ,  1 5 9 ,  1 6 1  

2 6 2  

2 1 7 , 260 

3 1 7  

98 

300 

30 1 

A l so see i n d l v l du a l  states and  c i t i es 

I ta l y  1 32 , 204 , 2 1 7- 1 8 , 26 1 , 2 89 , 29 5  

Cover s to 

I n  Napo l eon i c  W ar s ,  e f fects  

1 32 , 206 , 26 0 , 299 

300 

A l so see i nd i v i dua l states or c i t i es 

I ta s c a ,  U . S . S . , g unboat 2 3 8  

1 63 

2 6 0  

I th a c a ,  N . Y .  

I ves  correspondence 

J ac k son , Andrew ; on B l ac k  J ac k  stamp 

J ad:. son , M i s s .  

2 5 4 - 5  

2 3 4  

1 1 8-9 

1 72 

1 56 

1 58-9 

67-70 

J ac k son , P r o f . W.  T urrent i ne 

J ac k son , Tenn . 

J ac k s on v i I l e ,  F l a . 

J acksonv i l l e , 1 1 1 .  
J amestown , N . Y .  

J apan  

Cover s f r om 

J apan , steam s h i p  

J ar rett , D a v i d  L .  

2 59-60 , 2 64 , 309 

268 , 2 8 1 , 3 1 1 

3 1 0  

1 4 , 1 06-7 

Guest co l umn i st ,  "Co l orado postmark s "  1 06-7  

J e f fer son < F a i r f i e l d ) ,  I ow a  1 67 

J e f f er son Terr i tor y ,  Br i g g s  corr e s pondence 3 5 -6 

J e f fer son , T homas 2 39 , 2 5 4  

J e f ferson v i  I l e ,  I nd .  8 5  

Jerseyv i l l e ,  I l l . 1 58 

J ewe l I ,  Mar s h a l I ,  PtJG 4 4  

J . N . McC u l l au g h ,  steamboat ; I 1 1 u str . cover 267 

J obe , A . ,  Spec i a l  Agent ; h a n dstamp 3 1 4- 1 5 

J o h n  L .  Stephens , steams h i p  

John son , Dr . N i cho l as 

J o h n son , J o h n  o . , J r .  

J o h n son , C a v e ,  PMG 

1 02 

1 1 , 2 1 9  

66-7 , 8 7 , 30 1 , 3 1 7 

4 4 , 59 ,  1 32 , 2 8 6 , 296 

J o h n so n ,  V t .  3 1 8  

J o h nstone, Dona l d  B .  1 26 

J o i  I et , 1 1 1  • 1 58-9 

Jonesboro, Ten n .  1 62 

Jones & R u s se l l 1 s  P i kes  Peak Express  Co.  1 07 

Jones , Gener a l  Roger , A d j .  Gen , U . S . Army 1 2 1  

J o u r n a  I ,  Post a I H i  stor y 79 

J . N .  McCu 1 l ou g h ,  steamer , i I I ustr ated cover 2 6 7  

K a l a k a u a ,  D a v i d ,  Hono l u l u  Postmaster 1 2 2 

K a l amazoo, M l ch . ,  1 84 7  cover 1 67 

Kamehameha V ,  H a wa i i an K i n g 3 1 2  

Kanagawa  < Yokohama > ,  J apan  2 59 , 309 , 3 1 1 

K a n a -w h a  C . H . C C h a r l eston ) ,  ( W . ) V a .  1 64 

K a n k akee Depot , I I I .  2 8 2  

K a n s a s  1 0 7 ,  2 7 4  

K a n s a s  C i ty ,  Mo . 2 7 1  

K a ntor , A l v i n  R .  1 2  

Kap  I a n ,  Seymour 

K a s k a s k i a ,  I nd .  T .  

K a s son , J o h n  A . ,  1 st A s s ' t  PMG 

K a y  and Sm i th ,  on New York State P . 0 . 1 s  

Kear n y ,  Fort 

1 4  

4 6 , 80 

238 

2 7 0  

1 1 2  
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Kear ney , Gen . Stephen W atts 

Ke i ster , Kennet h ,  wester n cover s 

Ke l l ey , W i l l i am D a r r a h , M . C .  

Ke l l og g ,  W I  1 1  i am 

1 2 1  

1 0- 1 3  

1 27 

303 

Kemb l e ,  J o h n ,  "The P a n ama Route, 1 84 8 - 1 869 , "  

book on route t o  C a l  i 1 orn i a  98 

Kenda l l ,  Amo s ,  PMG 4 3 , 49-5 1 , 67 , 89 , 9 1  

a n d  E x p r e s s  Ma i I 89 , 9 1  

Kenneb u n k , M a i ne 

Kennedy , D . S . , cor r espondence 

Kennedy , J ac q u e  I i  ne 
Kentuck y 

1 6 1  

3 5 ,  1 7 2 ,  1 8 1  

1 28 

2 2 4 . 2 7 4  

1 84 7  cover s f rom 1 48-9 , 1 59-60 , 1 72 

Keok uk & Rock I s l and R . R . , mark i ng 2 2  

Keok u k ,  I ow a  

Kesw i ck Depot , V a .  

Key , D a v i d  McK . ,  PMG 

Key West , F I a .  

K i mba l I ,  C h ar l es P . ; No i s y Carr i er 

K i  nder hoGk , N .  Y .  

K i ng ,  Horat i o ,  PMG ; \ st A s s ' t  PMG 

K i ngston , C a n a d a  West 

K l e i n ,  E u gene 

K l eman n ,  John J .  

K n a p p  correspondence,  1 84 7  cover s 

K n a p p ,  E d w a r d  s . ,  
Knox v i I l e , G a .  

K noxv i l l e ,  1 1 1 . 
Koen i g ,  M a r t i n  

Koh n ,  D a v i d  

Ko l n , see Co l ogne,  Germany  

Konw i ser , H a r r y  

K r oeger , K . A .  

K r u g ,  Emer son 

L ackawa n n a ,  U . S . S . , cover to aboar d  

L a d y  J a n e ,  Ho no I u I u packet 

L a f ayette,  1 n d .  

L aG a n k e ,  Ne l son P .  ( "Butch " )  

L aGr a n g e ,  Texas  

L a h a i na ,  H a wa i i 

B u s h  & Co • •  For warder 

1 59 ,  I 6 1  

233  

44 

1 5 6 ,  260 

28-9 , I OO-I  

1 29 

44 

1 70 

1 2 5-6 

38 

1 70 

1 46 , 2 56 

1 57 

1 58 

1 39 

4 0 , 2 34 , 3 2 7  

38 , 3 2 6  

1 63 

256 

3 1 2  

2 1 9  

1 5 8 ,  1 72 

1 0  

234 

28,  1 2 1 -2 

2 8 ,  I 2 2  

L ake C h amp l a i n  steamboat mkg ,  1 84 7  b i sect 1 73 

L amb & Co. , S t .  T homa s ,  DW I ,  forwar der 267  

L amp i n g & Co • •  Express  1 1 6 

L a n e ,  M a r y ette C Mr s .  A r t h u r ) 1 2 , 2 5 5  

L a n gton & Co. , Express  

Langton , Sam 

L ap i s  l az u l i ,  p i gment 

1 1 1  1 1 6  

1 1 6 

243  

L ar k i n ,  T homas o . ,  U . S .  Consu l ,  Monterey 9 6 , 1 2 1  

L aSpez z i a ,  S a r d i n i an States 

Se€ Sl)ezz i a 

Latham,  M i l to n ,  U . S .  Sen ator , Ca l .  1 1 2  

L athrop , Stephen , correspondence 35  

L aurence , Robert  1 36 

Law  L i ne ( U n i ted States M a i  I L i ne >  98 

L awrenceb ur g h ,  I n d .  8 \ - · 2 , 1 58 

L awrence,  E d w a r d  1 3  

L a w s ,  posta l ,  1 84 5  9 4  

Leavenwor t h  C i t y ,  K .  T .  1 1 6 

Leavenwor t h  C i ty & P i kes Peak Express  1 07 

Leav I t t ,  Strebe i gh & Co. 1 6  

Lebanon , O h  I o  92 

Leec h ,  D . T . , b ook , The Post O f f i ce Departmen t ,  

• • •  i t s  h i stor y ,  etc , 1 8 79 4 4 , 50- 1 , 55 , 65-6 

LeH a v r e ,  F r a n c e ;  see H a v r e  

Leom i n s ter , M a s s .  

Leon ardo,  J ames s .  
Letter s ,  Dead , h a n d l i n g o f  

Letter s heet ,  government stamped 

Leutze,  E . ,  a r t i st ,  1 84 7  cover to 

1 66 

278  

7 3 .  etc 

1 2 7 

20 

Lev i ,  F r a n k  S . , J r .  1 4 7-9 , 1 5 1 , 20 2 , 207 

Tabu l at i on s ,  1 84 7  stamps and cover s 

1 85 1 - 5 7  stamp s a n d  cover s 

l it  stamps 

1 21t stamps 

I Olt stamps 

5 1t  stamps  

1 87 5  Re- i s sues  

Lev I t t ,  A n d r ew 

1 54 - 1 7 1  

1 88-90 

1 98-9 

203-4 

205-6 

2 1 2- 1 3  

1 4  

Lew i sbu r g ,  ( W . l V a . , u n l i sted PM prov i s i on a l  1 30 

Lex i ngton , K y .  1 59-60 

L e x i ngton , V a .  

"L ' l ag l e , "  s h i p  

L i br a r i es 

Hunt i n gton 

Jones Memor i a l , L y n c h b u r g ,  V a .  

V i r g i n i a  State,  R i chmond 

L i  br ar  y ,  p h i  I ate I i c  

L i te Mag a z i ne ,  o n  stamps 

Li  I l e ,  F r ance 

L i ma , Peru 

Cover s to 

2 3 4  

1 20 

1 1 2  

3 2 5  

3 2 5  

2 3  

1 33 

307 

266 

2 7 7  

L i nco l n ,  A b r a ham 

O n  1 5t s tamp o f  1 866 

1 28 .  2 56-7 . 262 . 303-4 

2 56 , 2 5 9 , 308 

L i nco l n , Mar y ,  cover f rom 

L i ndqu i st ,  H a r r y  

L i nn ,  George 

L i o n ,  F r e n c h  s h i p  

2 6 2  

4 ,  1 29 

1 3 1 

1 2 1  

L i sbon Con terence,  UPU , 1 88 5  3 1 6  

L i tt l e  G u npowder , Md . 1 6 2  

L i tt l e  Roc k ,  A r k .  1 54 

L i verpoo l , E n g l a n d  1 79-80 , 20 1 , 262 , 26 7 , 2 8 3 , 289-

9 1 , 298-9 , 304 , 3 1 4- 1 5  

L i v i n g s ton , C r a w f o r d ,  E x p r e s sman 

L i v i n g ston & Fargo, E x p r e s s  

L i v i ngston , J o h n son , E x p r e s s  

L i v i n g s ton , We i I s , & Co.  

Loc a l posta l h i story r e f erences , I i st 

Loca l s , w i th 1 84 7  stamps on cover s 

Lock h a v e n , P a .  

Lockpor t ,  N . Y . , 1 84 7  cover s to 

Postmaster s prov i s i on a I 

I 07  

1 07 

1 07 

1 07 

3 1 -2 

1 24 - 5  

1 72 

1 4 2 

1 30 

L omb a rd y ,  I ta l i a n / A u s t r i an state 300-0 1 

Londo n ,  E n g l a n d ,  7 , 1 4 , 1 20 , 1 26 , 1 4 7 , 262 , 279-80,  

2 8 9 .  292 . 2 9 7 - 9 .  305-6 . 308-9 . 3 1 4- 1 6  

L o n g a c r e ,  J ames B .  1 33 

Lon g ,  M a j .  Stephen H . ,  U . S .  Tope . E n g r s  6 6  

Los A n ge l es , C a l i f .  

Cover f rom 

Lou i sb u r g ,  N . C .  

Lou i s i an a  

1 23 , 2 1 9  

307 

90-1  

80-8 1 , 207 , 2 28-9 , 2 3 1 , 27 4  

1 84 7  cover s f r om 1 48-9 , 1 60 

Lou i s v i  I l e  & C i nc i n n a t i Ma i I L i ne ,  mkg  1 82 

Lou i s v i  I l e  D a i l y  Jour n a l 

Lou l s v i  I l e , K y .  

Cover s f rom 

F i r s t  posta l routes to 

Lowe ! I ,  M a s s .  

L u c c a ,  I ta l y  

L u f f ,  J o h n  N .  

230  

9 2 ,  1 5 2 ,  1 59-60 , 2 2 2  

Book , "Postage Stamps o f  U . S . " 

1 5 1 -2 

46 

1 66 

300- 1 

2 4 2 ,  2 5 6  

1 30- 1 , 2 4 5  

1 82 

1 5 5 

1 62 ,  1 64 

L yceum,  U . S .  N a v a l 

Lyme,  Con n .  

L y nc h bu r g ,  V a .  

L y nc h b u r g  V i r g i n i a n 

L yon , F r ance 

M 

322-5  

297 

2 2 9 , 3 2 7  

2 5 3  

1 63 

1 6 1  

MacBr i de ,  V a n  D y k  

Macdonoug h ,  J .  

Macedon , N . Y .  

Mach i a s ,  Ma i ne 

Mack , Mi 1 l a r d  1 3 .  2 4 .  8 8 ,  2 76-7 . 308 

Macon , G a .  

Mad i son & l n d l a n a po l l s  R R ,  mkg�  

Mad i son , F I a .  

Postmaster ' s  prov i s i on a l 

Mad i so n ,  G a .  

Mad i so n ,  I nd .  

Mad R i ver R . R . , m k g  o n  1 847  cover 

9 1 . 1 5 7 

83  

1 56 

1 30 

1 5 7 

8 3 ,  1 58 

1 0 ,  I 70 

Ma l I D i rec t ,  posta l i n struct i on 6 1 -2 

Ma 1 1  Route mar k i n g s  78 

Ma i I s ,  I nter nat  i ona  I ; Con ference of 1 863 5 5-6 

MJ I l s  S u spended , C i v i l War mark i n g 2 2 7  

Ma i ne 2 0 7 , 2 7 4  

1 84 7  cover s f r om  

Major s ,  A l exander 

1 48-9 , 1 60 - l , 1 72-3  

1 1 8 

Makee A n t h o n  & Co. , H awa l I an forwar der 

Mak i ng u p  the ma i l s , 1 804 , I n struct i on s  

M a n s t l e l d ,  M a s s .  

M a n u s c r i pt postmar k s  on 1 84 7  cover s 

Map s ,  post of f i ce 

Map s ,  C l v l  I War  era  

I t a l y ,  1 860 

2 8 ,  1 2 2 

5 7  

2 5 9  

1 63 

65-6 

300 

Mo l I ,  Co l on i a l  m a p s  

R a i l road 

Marches . I ta l i an States 

Mar  J et t a ,  G a .  

Index 

Mar i et t a ,  North West  Ter r i tor y 

6 5  

1 8  

3 0 1  

1 5 7 

46-7 

Mar i o n ,  A l a . 1 54 

Mar i t i me Posta l H i story  of the Br i t i s h I s l e s ,  

book b y  A I an  w .  Robert son 292 

M a r k i n g s ,  see Postmar k s ,  or spec i f i c  wor d i n g  

Markov  i ts ,  Robert ,  r e  ear l l est k n o w n  u s e s  o f  

U . S .  stamps 1 37-9 , 2 48 , 2 5 7 , 269-70 

M a r s e l I l e s ,  F r a n c e ,  7 � 2 3 , 36 , 209 , 2 1 1 - 1 2 , 2 1 8 , 

2 5 2 . 260-62 , 289-90 . 309- 1 1 

Cover s v i a  

Rates v i a , to Or i ent  

Mar s h a l I ,  J ames W .  PMG 

M a r s h a l I ,  M i c h .  

Mar t l n s b u r g h ,  ( W . ) V a .  

M a r y  I a n d ,  

1 84 7 cover s f rom 

Mar y s v l  I l e , Ca l . 

Mason , M i ch .  

M a s s a c h u setts 

1 84 7  covers f r om 

7 .  2 1 2 , 289-90 , 309 

7 .  3 6 ,  2 1 2 .  2 1 8 ,  26 1 -2 

44  

1 67 

1 64 

207 . 2 2 4 .  2 7 4  

1 48-9 , 1 62-3 , I 7 9  

I 00 , 1 1  0 ,  I I 5 - 1 6 ,  I 2 3  

2 4 6  

2 07 , 2 7 4  

1 48-9 , 1 63 ,  1 66-7 , 1 73 

M a s s a c h u set t s ,  Fort  ( I n  Co l or ado ) 

M a s s a c h u setts  I n s t i tute of Tech no l og y  

Matt h i e s ,  Kather i ne 

I 0 7  

1 -2 

1 3- 1 4  

35  

3 5  

1 59 

1 2 1  

2 3 5  

1 62 

239 

Mayer , M i s s  J u l i a ,  correspondence 

B a l t i more PM p r ov i s i o n a l s  

M a y s v i I l e ,  K y .  

Mazat l an ,  Hawa i i an ma l I s  v i a  

McC l e l  I an ,  Gen .  Geor ge B .  

McDan i e I & L ee corr e s pondence 

McDonoug h ,  J ,  

McGee , M .  C l i nton 232-3 . 3 25-6 

Guest co l umn i st ,  on  Con f eder ate stamps 3 2 5 -6 

McGregor ' s  L a n d i n g ,  I owa 

Mc l ndoes F a l I s , V t .  

McKa y ,  J ames 

McK I e, MI s s  Cather i ne ,  correspondence 

Mcl a n e ,  Lou i s  

McL anes P i oneer E x p r e s s  

Mclean ,  J o h n ,  PtJG 

McNea t ,  H . P .  

McRae, R . W . , steamer p u r ser ' s  h a n d st amp 

Me l gs ,  Ret u r n  J . ,  J r .  PMG 

Mekee 1 s Week I y Stamp News  

P h i l i p W a r d  co l umn I n  

Mem p h i s ,  Ten n .  

Menke,  C a r  1 

1 59 

3 1 7- 1 8  

1 08 

35  

1 09 

1 1 5  

4 3 , 48  

234  

39 

4 3 , 4 7 , 7 7  

2 39 

3 , 38 

2 36 

1 6 1 ,  1 67 

Messenkope ' s  U n i on Square  P . O . , c ar r i er 1 2 5 

Mex i can  War , treaty  end i n g 95  

Mex i co ,  

Cover s f rom 

Cover s to 

1 2 1 , 1 5 4 , 2 1 7 , 329 

2 1 6- 1 7 

1 53 , 28 1  

f r om Per u ,  to,  v i a  P a n ama , 1 84 7  1 53 

Har g eo u s  correspondence to 1 40 

Meyer , H e n r y  A . . 4 , 20-2 1 , 78-9 , 87 , 29 1  

Book , T h e  Stamp s o f  H a w a  I I ,  etc , w I t h  H a r r  I s ,  

e t  a l  1 1 9 , 20 1  

Death 4 

E d l tor , 1 86 1  sect i o n ,  rev i sed " C h r o n i c l e" 20- 1 

on Ma i 1 Route m a r k i n g s  

M i ch i ga n  

D i str i but i n g o f f i ce i n  

78-9 

2 7 4  

6 1  

1 84 7  cover s f rom 1 0 ,  1 48-9 , 1 6 7 ,  1 79 , 290 

M i ch i ga n  Centr a l  R . R . , m k g s ,  on cover 1 0 , 1 7 9 , 290 

MI dd I etown , Con n .  

M i l bu r y ,  M a s s .  

Postma ster ' s prov  I s  I on a  I 

M i l ea g e ,  r at i ng of cover s by  

M i  I f or d ,  Mas s . , c a r r  l er use 

1 5 5 

1 66 

1 30 

7 2  

1 2 5 

M l l gr a m ,  O r .  J ames w . , book , T h e  E x p r e s s  Ma l l  

ot 1 836-39 88-9 

Mi I l ta r y  post s ,  Gu l de to, book b y  F . P . Pr u c h a  24 

M l l t edgev l l l e , Ga. 9 1 , 1 57 

M i l l er c o l l ec t i o n ,  New York P ub l i c  L I Ur a r y  

M l  1 1  s ,  O . O .  

M l  1 1  s ,  E dward 

M i i i s , G . A .  Despatch Post,  c a r r i er 

w i th 1 84 7  stamp s on cover 

35-6, 264 

1 1 7 

296 

1 2 5 

1 2 5 ,  1 4 7 

M i i wa u k ee ;  M i l wa u k i e ,  W l sc . , post . h i st .  94-5 , 1 50 



lndFx 

M i nden , L a .  

M i nera l Po i nt ,  W i sc .  

M i ner 1 etter 

Mi n neapo I i  s, steamboat 

M i nnesota 

1 8 4 7  cover s from 

1 60 

1 7 3 , 2 0 7  

8 

2 7 4  

2 7 4  

1 5 2 - 3  

M i s s i onar i e s ,  to H a w a i i ;  l etter s f rom 1 1 9 

M i s s i on s ,  Fore i g n ,  Board o f ; Boston ; N . Y .  3 7  

M i s s i s s i pp i  

1 84 7  cover s f r om 

M i ssour i 

1 8 4 7  covers f r om 

2 29 , 2 3 1 , 2 74 

1 4 8 - 9 ,  1 5 3 ,  1 6 8 

2 2 4 , 2 7 4  

l 4 8 - 9 '  1 68-9 

M i xed f r a n k i ng ,  s t amp i s sues 1 4 4 

Mob i l e ,  A l a . 1 5 2 , 1 5 4 , 1 60 , 2 32 - 4 

Con federate posta l matter s 90-93 , 3 2 9  

Cover s f r om 1 5 1 

Express  Ma i 1 u s ages 89-90 

Mode n a ,  I ta  I y 300-0 1 

Moh i ca n ,  U . S . S . ,  2 8 9  

r"1o I i  ne,  I l I .  1 5 8 

Monaco 301 

Money , prepayment o f  postage ; i 1 l ega l w i th 2 2 6  

Mon i tor , P.O.  Gu i de 3 1 7  

Monroe ,  J ames , cor r e s pondence t o  B r a z i  I 36 

Mon son , A l onzo C a s t l e ,  ( N . Y .  PM Prov . ) 1 3 2 

Mon son , Marsen a , J r . , ( N , )' ,  PM prov . )  1 3 2 

Montana 

Monta n a ,  steams h i p  

Monterey , C a  I • 

H a wa i i a n ma i l s v i a  

Montgomer y ,  A I a .  

Cover s f rom 

1 1 6 , 2 7 5  

3 1 2  

9 6 ,  1 0 8 

1 2 1  

9 1 - 2 ,  1 5 4 ,  1 7 2 , 2 3 4 , 3 2 2  

1 5 1 

Montgomery  B l a i r ,  Postmaster gener a l ,  pamp h l et 

( a l so see B l a i r ,  Montgomer y )  56 

Mont i ce l l o , Ga. 1 5 7 

Montpe l i er , V t .  

Montrea l ,  Canada  

Mood y , W i l l i am L . , 1 1 1  co l l ect i on 

Moore ,  J acob , PM , S a n  F r a n c i sco 

Mor g a n ,  E dw i n  B .  

Morr i s  I s l a n d ,  S . C .  

Morr i s ,  Robert 

1 7 7-8 

1 7 2 , 2 7 9  

2 5 6  

97 

1 08 

3 2 7  

Morr i son , Co l . ,  s t r a i ght l i ne postmark 

Mor se,  Samue l F . B . , 

1 3 1 - 2 

1 06-7 

50 

1 06 

2 5 9  

1 6 2 

1 5 9 

1 6 2 

1 59 

36 

Mounta i n  C i ty ,  Co l orado Ter r .  

M < ou n ) t .  C l emen s ,  M i ch 

Mount L ebanon , O h i o  

Mount P I  e a s a n t ,  I owa 

Mount S a v age,  Md.  

Mount Ster l i ng ,  K y .  

M u l f or d ,  Mr s .  L S . , correspondence 

M u l t i p l e  i s sues  on cover 2 1 7  

A l so see Comb i n at i on cover s ,  s p ec i f i c  i s sues 

M u l t i p l es ,  U . S .  stamps 1 4 , 2 1 , 3 3 , 3 5 , 3 9 ,  1 06 ,  1 1 3 ,  

1 2 2 - 3 ,  1 39-4 1 , 1 4 4 ,  1 4  i ,  1 5 2 ,  i 5 9 

S t .  Lou i s  Bears 3 5  

5 <  1 8 4 7  stamps 1 40 ,  1 4 7 ,  1 5 5 ,  1 59-60 , 1 69 ,  1 7 2 

1 0 ¢ 1 8 4 7  stamps 1 4 0 , 1 5 2 , 1 7 1 - 2 

1 <  1 8 5 1  stamps 1 4 1 , 1 88 - 9 , 1 99-200 , 2 1 6- 7  

3 <  1 8 5 1  / 2  stamp s 3 3 ,  1 96-7 , 2 00 , 2 1 6  

1 2 ¢ 1 8 5 1  

1 0¢ 1 8 5 5  

5 ¢  1 8 5 6  

l < 1 8 5 7  

3 ¢  1 8 5 7  

5 ¢  1 8 5 7  

1 0< 1 8 5 7  

1 2 " 1 8 5 7  

1 0¢ 1 8 5 9  

5 ¢  1 8 5 9  

30¢ 1 860 
3 ¢  1 86 1  

5 ¢  1 86 1  

2 "  1 86 3  

Mu l ready E n v e l opes 

Mumford correspondence 

1 9 7-9 

1 4 1 ' 2 02-4 

2 0 4 - 7  

1 99-200 , 2 2 5  

1 4 4 ,  1 96 - 7  

2 0 5 - 7  

1 1 3 '  1 4  1 ' 2 0 2 - 4 ' 2 1 4 '  2 1 7  

2 1 , 1 8 2 ,  1 98-9 , 209 

2 3 3 , 2 8 7 , 2 8 9  

1 2 3 ,  1 4 1 , 2 04-5 

2 1 0- 1 1 

M u r f r ee s boro < Mu r p hreesboroug h l ,  Ten n .  

1 4 ,  1 06 

1 4 1  

1 2 2 

1 76 

2 0 1  

9 2  

Nantucket,  Mass .  

NAPE X ,  W a s h i n gton , O . C . , 1 9 64 

N a p l es ,  c i ty ; k i ngdom ;  I ta l y  

N a s h u a ,  N . H .  

N a s h v  I I l e  Patr l ot ,  T h e  

1 66 

9 ,  2 5 0  

300- 1 

1 5 3 ,  1 69 

3 2 2  

N a s h v i I l e , Tenn . 

N a s s a u ,  B a h am a s  

4 6 , 9 2 , 1 2 8 , 2 36 

2 6 1  

N a s s a u  Street , N . Y .  C i ty l ocat i o n ,  N at i on a l 

Bank note Co. , 1 86 1  2 3 9  

Natchez , M i s s .  1 6 8 , 2 3 4  

Nathan , Me l ,  " T h e  Pony Expres s , "  , book. 1 1 2 , l l (j - 7  

N at i ona l B a n k note Co. , 1 34 ,  1 8 1 , 1 8 6 , 2 3 9 , 2 4 1 - 3 ,  

2 4 5 '  2 5 2 - 4 '  2 6 3 '  2 6 6 '  269-70 

N at i on a l P h i l ate l i c  Museum, P h i  1 ade l p h i a  

N a t i  ona I Road 9 2  

N a v a l Letter s ,  C i v i  I War  

NAVAL/L I BRARY & I NST I TUTE/BOSTON , m k g  

2 3 7 - 8  

2 2  

N a v a  I L y ceum, New York  1 8 2 

N a v a l  Reg i ster , U . S .  2 3 7  

N a v y  B a y ,  P a n ama 1 0 3 

Nebr aska  ( Terr ) .  1 0 7 , 2 7 4  

N e i nken,  Mor t i mer L .  1 2 - 1 3 ,  1 6 - 1 7 , 2 1 - 2 ,  1 89 ,  1 9 1 , 

2 1 5 , 2 3 4  

Guest  co l umn i st ; auct i on o f  1 8 70 ' s  1 6- 1 7  

Book , The  U n i ted States Ten Cents Stamps o f  

1 8 5 5 - 5 9 ,  2 3 , 2 0 1 - 4 , 2 1 5  

Ne l son , Robert S . ,  r e  Carro l 1 Hoy cor r .  3 8  

Nesb i tt E n v e l opes 

Canpound 

Demonet i z at i on of  

We i l s , Fargo u s e  

1 5 , 1 1 1 , 1 76 , 2 2 2  

Nether I a n d s , T h e  

N e v a d a  

Nevada ,  Ca I . 

New A l bany , I n d .  

Newar k ,  N . J .  

New Bed f or d ,  M a s s . 

New Ber n ,  N . C .  

N e w  B r u n s w i c k ,  ( C a n a d a ) 

Cover s to 

Newbur g h ,  N. Y .  

Newbur y ,  S au l ,  co l l ect i on 

New Cast l e ,  De l aware 

New Gran ada/New G renada  ( s i c ! ) 

Post a I treaty w i th 

1 1 1 ,  1 2 7 

2 2 2  

1 1 1  

3 1 7  

2 7 4 - 5  

1 1 1  

1 5 8 

1 5 5 

1 66 

2 3 8  

2 0 5 ' 2 9 3  

2 6 8  

1 6 1  

2 5 6 , 2 6 4  

1 5 6 

1 0 2 - 1 04 

1 0 3 

New Hamp s h i re 2 1 9 , 2 2 5 , 2 7 4  

1 8 4 7  cover s f rom 1 4 8-9 , 1 5 3 , 1 69-7 0 , 1 7 3 

N .  ( e w l  H aven & Greenf i e l d  R . R .  , mk g  1 9 3 

New Haven , Con n .  9 1 , 1 4 2 , 1 7 1 , 1 7 3 , 2 0 7  

Covers f r om 

Postmaster ' s  prov i s i ona l s  

New I ber i a , L a .  

N e w  Jersey 

1 84 7  cover s f r om 

New Londo n ,  Con n .  

1 5 1 ,  1 7 3 

1 30 

2 3 4  

2 0 7 ' 2 7 4  

1 4 8-9 

1 5 5 

New Mex i co < Terr . )  1 0 7 , 2 2 4 , 2 7 4  

1 84 7  cover s f rom 1 48 -9 , 1 5 3 

New Mi I f o r d ,  Con n .  1 5 5 

New O r l ea n s ,  L a .  7 9 , 89-92 , 1 2 2 , 1 29 , 1 5 4 , 1 60 , 1 7 1 ,  

1 8 2 ,  2 0 5 ' 2 0 7 ' 2 3 2 ' 2 3 4 ' 2 5 4 '  2 7 6 ,  2 7 9 '  2 8 5 ' 3 2 7-9 

Confederate posta l h i story 2 2 1 , 2 3 1  

Covers f r om 39-4Q , 9 1 , 1 5 1 , 1 60 , 1 7 1 , 2 0 5- 7 , 2 2 8 ,  

2 3 8 ,  2 6 7  , 2 8 2 , 2 8 7  

Postmaster s 

R i dde l I ,  D r .  J o h n ,  E x-PM 

S TEAM mark i ng on pr  I 0¢ 1 8 4 7 cover 

New Or l ea n s  S. V i c k s b u r g  R . R . , mkg 

New South W a l es ,  cover to 

Newspaper s ,  c i ted 

A l ta Ca l i f or n i an 

I daho Week I y Statesman 

L ou i sv i l l e D a i l y  Jour n a l 

L y nc h b u r g h  V i r  i g i n  i an 

N a s h v i t l e  Patr i ot 

New York E x p r e s s  

New York D a i l y  T r i b u n e ,  1 86 1  
P l acer v i l l e Mou n t a i n  Democr a t  

R i chmond D a l l y  E x a m i ner 

S a n  F r a n c i sco News Letter 

New Yor k ,  state 

2 3 1  

2 2 1 ' 2 3 1  

1 60 

3 7  

2 5 1  

1 08 

1 1 6 

2 3 0  

3 2 2 - 5  

3 2 2  

1 3 2 

2 2 1  
1 08-9 

3 2 2  

1 2 3 

2 0 7 , 2 2 5 , 2 7 4  

1 84 7  cover s f rom 1 48 -9 , 1 6 1 , 1 6 3-4 , 1 7 2 -3 , 1 8 1 

L i st of post o f f i ce s ,  Kay  a n d  Sm i t h ,  2 7 0  

A I s o  see New York  C i t y ;  other tow n s  

N e w  Y o r k  S. H a v r e  Steam N a v i gat i o n  Co.  2 9 6  

N e w  Y o r k  & P h i l ade l ph i a  R . R .  1 8 , 2 0 0  

New York C i ty ,  4 4 , 59 ,  7 0 , 89-9 2 ,  1 08 ,  1 1 0 - 1 l , 1 1 8 ,  

1 2 1 - 2 ,  1 40-4 1 , 1 4 5-6 , 1 5 2 ,  1 5 4 - 5 , 1 60 ,  1 6 2 - 3 ,  1 70 - 3 , 

1 7 5 ,  1 7 8 ,  1 8 2 ,  1 99 - 2 0 1 , 20 5 -8 , 2 1 2 , 2 1 6 , 2 1 9- 2 1 , 

2 2 3 - 5 ' 2 2 7 '  2 3 2 , 2 5 2 ,  2 5 8 ,  260 , 266 , 2 6 8 ,  2 7 2 ' 2 7 6 - 7 ' 

3 3 7  

2 8 0 ,  2 8 2 - 4 ' 2 90-9 1 ' 2 9 3 '  2 9 6 ,  298 , 3 0 2 - 1 1 ' 3 1 4 - 6 , 3 2 7  

Car r i  er u se s  1 2 5 

Cover s f rom 30 , 59 , 7 7 , 99 , 1 1 3 , 1 1 5 , 1 2 3 - 5 , 1 2 8 ,  

1 4 1 , 1 4 4 ,  1 5 1 - 2 ,  1 6 2 - 3 ,  1 70 - 7 3 , 1 7 5 ,  1 78-9 , 1 8 2 ,  

202 ' 208 , 2 1 6- 7 '  2 2 0 ,  2 2 7 ' 2 4  7 '  2 4 9 '  2 5 8 , 2 7 2 ' 2 7 6 ,  

2 8 1 , 2 9 7 , 3 1 0 , 3 1 4  

Loca l s �  o n  cover 

Ocean Mai I mark i n g 

NEW YORK STEAMSH I P  mar k i ng 

M a i  I Route mark i ng 

Postmaster ' s prov i s  I on a  I s  

Post O f f i ce ,  l ocat i o n s  

Sem i -o f f i c i a l  stamps o n  

Y e a r  dated postm a r k s  

N e w  York D a i  I y T r i bune  

New York Express  ( newspaper ) 

New York Postmaster ' s  Prov i s  i ona  I s  

1 2 4 - 7  

9 9 ,  1 4 4 , 2 0 2  

2 6 7 , 2 7 6  

7 8  

1 2 9- 1 3 2 

1 3 1 - 2 

1 2 4 - 5  

1 3  

2 2 1  

1 3 2 

1 3 1 - 2 

U ses to abroad 1 3 2 

U ses f r om other c i t i es 1 3 2 

New York P ub l i c  L i br a r y , Mi I l er co l l ect i on 2 6 4  

New Yor k ,  steams h i p  3 1 1 

New Zea l an d ,  stamp error 1 3 5 

NGU , See North German Posta l U n i on 

N i caragua  9 9 , 1 0 1 , 1 03 , 2 00 , 2 1 9  

Book , N i c a r a g u a  Route, Fo l kman 9 9  

Route v i a ;  f rom Ca l i forn i a  

V i a ;  m a r k i n g s  

N i ce ,  F r ance 

N i ch o l son , Hon . R a l p h ,  A s s ' t  PMG 

N
·
i cho l s ,  w . o . , 

N i e l sen , J . v . ,  J r .  

3 0 , 1 02-3 

3 0 ,  1 00-3 

301 

9 

2 3 9  

2 3 3  

N i l e s ,  J o h n  M . , PMG 4 3 , 5 1 - 2 

N i neteenth  Centu r y  Postage Stamps of the U n i ted 

State s ;  book by  L. G- B rookman  264- 5 , 2 7 2 , 3 1 8  

A l so see U n i ted States Postage Stamps o f  the 

1 9t h  Century  

N i xo n ,  J o h n  M . , cor respondence 

Nob l es v i I l e ,  I n d .  

No i sy C a r r i er ,  San  F r a n c i sco 

Fake h a n d stamps 

Scro l 1 mark i ng 

A l so see K i mb a l l ,  C h ar l e s 

Nor f o l k , V a .  

36 

1 5 8 

2 8 - 9 ,  1 00 - 1  

1 0 1 - 2 

1 00 

1 64 '  328-9 

Noron a ,  De l f , art i c l e  on  P h i l ate l i c Cartography 

6 5 -6 

Northampto n ,  M a s s .  

North An son , Ma  1 n e  

North B e n d ,  O h i o  

North C a ro l i n a 

1 84 7  covers  f r om 

1 66-7 

1 60 

1 2 8 

2 2 8 - 3 1  ' 2 7 4  

1 48-9 , 1 7 2 

Northern Coast Route ; We i l s , F argo  1 1 6 

Northern E x p re s s ,  F .  Rumr i I l 1 1 0 

Norther n I r e l  and  3 1 7  

Norther n R . R .  1 7 3 

1 84 7  cover , w i th 1 0 ¢ b i sect 1 7 3 

North F a i r h a v e n ,  Ma s s .  1 5 6-7 

A I so see F a i r  haven  

North  German  L l oy d  L i ne ,  7 , 2 9 8 , 304 , 307 

North German U n i on ,  c l osed ma i I 2 9 0  

Covers v i  a 2 66 , 2 6 8 , 2 8 0  

North Star , V a nder b i  1t  s teamer 

per , V i a  N i caragua  

Northwest Terr i tory 

Norton , M a r c u s  P . , ( patent cance l s > 

Norwa l k ,  Con n .  

Norway 

Cover to 

Norw i ch ,  Con n .  

Nor w l c htown , Con n .  

Nova Scot l a 

0 

O a h u ,  H a w a  i i 

Oak l ey ,  E ar l  

Oak l ey ,  R . S .  

O a k  P ar k ,  1 1 1 . 

30 , 1 0 1  

3 0  

79-80 , 84 

2 20 , 2 5 8  

1 5 5 

2 6 1 , 3 1 7 

3 1 3  

2 0 7  

2 0 7  

1 5 5 

1 1 9- 1 2 1  

1 3  

2 3 9  

2 7 9  

O c e a n  P e n n y  Post,  S a n  F r anc i sco c ar r i er 1 00 

Ocean Steam N a v i gat i on Co. , 1 80 , 2 9 0 , 2 9 6 , 2 9 8  

Ogden S. H a y e s , Or i enta l L i ne ,  agents and  

f orwar der 2 8 ,  1 00 

Ogden , Porter E . ,  forwarder , H aw a i i an ma i l  

O h i o , state o f  

1 84 7  cover s f rom 

2 8 ,  1 2 2 

2 0 7 '  2 2 4 '  2 7 4  

1 4 8-9 
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State U n i  ver s l t y  

O l d  Stamp s Not Recog n i zed,  mark i ng ; cover 

01  i ve B r a n c h , N . C .  

I 

2 2 2  

3 1 4- 1 5 

1 57 

2 6 2  

0 1  i ve G r o v e ,  G a .  

O l ymp i a ,  W a s h i ngton 

Oma h a ,  N e b r a s k a  1 1 6 

One Cent S t amp of 1 85 1 -7 ;  The  U n i ted States , 

book by S t a n l ey B. A s h b rook 2 3 , 1 33 , 2 1 5 , 2 1 7 ,  

307 

One Cent 1 8 5 1 - ' 57 ,  T y pes and  P l ate s ,  monograph  

by  S t a n l ey B .  A s hbrook 1 90 

Open Ma i I ,  exp l a i ned 286-7 

O i scon t �n uance,  under Br i t i sh treaty 272 

Oph i r  ( r en amed Orov i I l e ) , C a l . 1 09 

Orange B r o w n , E xper i menta l co l or ,  3t 1 85 1  1 93 

Oregon 

1 84 7  cover s f rom 

2 2 4 '  2 4 7 '  274-5  

1 48-9,  1 53 

Md i I f rom , 1o Canada or· E n g l a n d  293  

We l l s , F a r go operat i on s  i n  1 1 5  

Oregon , PMSSCo steamsh i p  9 5 - 6 ,  1 02-3 

O r ge l , C h a r l es 1 1 , 1 78 , 2 1 9  

Or i en t ,  N . Y .  207 

Orus,  steamsh i p  1 05 

Orwe l 1 ,  V a .  1 64 

O s ak a ,  J ap a n  3 1 1 

O s good , S a m ue l ,  PMG 4 : - 5  

O s t e n d e ,  B e l g i um 2 9 1  

O s wego,  N .  Y .  1 70 

Ottawa , I I I . ,  1 58-9 

OUTRE--MER/LEHAVRE , French mark i n g 296-7 

O ver l a n d  Ma i l  Co. , 1 1 1 - 1 2 , 1 1 6 

Cover b y  1 2 3  

"Over l a n d "  --as d i rect i on for ma i l  1 2 , 2 78 

Over r u n  Countr i e s ,  stamp i s sue , 1 94 3  1 37 

P ac i f i c Coast  2 8 5 , 2 9 2 - 3 , 302 

A 1 so see West Coast 

P ac i f i c  E xp r e s s  Co. 

P ac i f i c  H i stor i c a l  Rev i ew 

I 09- 1 0  

304 

P ac i f i c Ma i I Steams h i p  Co. ( PMSSCo ) 9 7 - 7 ,  1 02 ,  

1 2 3 ,  2 5 9 '  268 ' 309- 1 0 

Contract w i th new Granada  1 02-3 , 259 

P ac i i i c Steam N a v i gat i on Co.  206 , 276  

P ac i f i c ( tr a n s l  Ma i l s  2 59-64 , 2 8 0 , 309- 1 2  
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1 8 5 1 -5 7  stamps 

1 86 1 -66 stamps 

Comp I ex I ty  o f  fore i g n ,  PMG report ;  1 86 2  

Domest i c , 1 8 5 1 -6 1  

1 83 

2 1 7- 1 8  

26 1 -2 

3 0 1  

2 1 8- 1 9  

Drop I etter s 

Express  ma 1 1  

Fore l g n--see s p ec i f i c  ser v i ce 

339 

77,  1 8 4 - 5 , 2 5 3  

8 9  

I n l an d ,  s ee B r i t i sh Ma i l  Treat i es ,  etc 

M i  I es tones 94 

1 4 2 

2 4 8  

P ac i f i c Coa s t ,  pre- 1 85 1  

P ac i f i c tran s i t ;  t o  Ch i n a ;  J ap a n  

Reduct i on ,  1 84 5  5 3  

Reduct i o n ,  1 86 3  5 4  

Requ i r i ng comb i nat i on s  of  stamp s ,  1 85 1 -7 2 1 7-8 

1 86 1 -6 26 1 -2 

R estored r ate,  1 8 1 6  

S h i p  l etter , 1 863  

11 U n u s u a  I , "  

We i l s , F a r go 

West Coast 

o f  1 85 1  

o f  1 85 5  

7 7  

1 2 2 

2 1 8- 1 9  

1 1 2- 1 6  

2 1 9  

1 8 3 ,  1 92 

2 0 1  

R awdon , W r i g h t ,  Hatch & Edson , 1 84 7  stamp 

p r i nter s 1 3 1 , 1 45 , 1 8 1  

R a y ,  D r .  T h om a s  3 2 5  

Reaga n ,  J ohn  H . ,  C o n  f e d .  PMG 

Redhed , w . s .  
Red Sea,  tran s i t  t o  Or i ent 

3 1 9-20 

90 

289 

Reed , J . M .  2 3 1  

Reed ' s  C i ty D i spatch Post,  S a n  F r anc i sco 99 

R eg i on a l posta l h i story reference s ,  I 1 st 3 1 -2 

Reg i ster , 1 86 9 ,  b ook , p ub l J cat l on 1 869 P i ct .  Re-

search A ssoc i ates 2 7 7  

Reg i ster , U . S . --see U n i ted States Reg i ster 

Reg i strat i on f ees  5 5 , 2 56-7 , 26 1 , 272-3 , 30 7  

Reg i stered l etter s ,  by  F r e n c h  ma l I s  3 0 7  

Reme l e ,  book on R . R .  postmark s ,  1 837-6 1  23 , 3 1 7  

R emme , Lou i s  ( re Adams & Co.  f a l l ur e l  1 1 0 

R er l y  post c a r d s  3 1 5-6 

R epor t s ,  Postmaster s Gener a l ' s ,  a s  source 

mater I a I 1 2 7 

Restored r ate of 1 8 1 6 , f l r st d a y  cover 77 

Reta l i ator y r ate per i od ,  m a l l s  to E n g l and  

1 79 ' 290-9 1 

Revenue stamp s ,  u se of u l tr amar i ne I nk s  2 4 3  

Reyno l ds ,  Capt W i l l i am ,  U . S . N a v y  3 1 2  

Reyno I ds ,  Todd & Co. , Express  

R hode I s  I a n d  

1 84 7  cover s f r om 

R i chmond ! V a .  J D a i l y  Express  

1 08 

207 ' 2 4 5  

1 48-9 

3 2 2  

R i chmo n d ,  I nd i an a  8 4 ,  1 58 

R i chmo n d ,  u . s . s . , steam s l oop o f  2 8 0 , 299 

R i chmond ,  V a .  5 9 , 90-9 1 , 1 64 , 20 7 , 2 2 7 , 3 1 9 , 3 28-9 

Cover s f r om  1 5 1 , 32 1  

R i ch ,  Stephen 1 38-9 

R i dde l I ,  O r . John L . ,  PM,  New O r l ea n s  2 2 1 , 23 1  

R i ng ,  E dward  1 4  

Robertson ,  A t  a n  W .  2 9 2  

a uthor , S h i p  Letter s--The Mar i t i me H i stor y o f  

t h e  B r i t i sh I s l es 

Rob i nette , H . A .  

Rochester , N .  Y .  

Covers f r om 

Rock f or d ,  I 1 1 . 

Rockpor t ,  Ma s s .  

Roh l o f f ,  P a u l 

Romag n a ,  I ta l i an state 

Rome, I ta l y  

R o s s ,  Benton & C o . , forwar der s 

1 74 

2 1 6 , 2 20 , 2 5 8  

1 5 1  

1 58 

2 5 1  

1 3  

3 0 1  

2 1 8 , 26 1 , 30 1  

1 02 

R o s s ,  C h a r l es L . , PM ,  S a n  F r an c i sco 9 7  

Roswe l l ,  G a .  1 57 , 1 72 

R ou s s l I l e ,  leon , J r .  86  

Route Agent  mar k i ng s ,  1 84 7  cover s 

1 84 7  cover s ,  see I i  st 1 5 1  

1 0t 1 84 7 ,  Hudson R i v .  Ma i I 1 5 1  

5 1t  1 84 7  cover 1 62 

Boston & A l b a n y  R . R .  1 67 

B a l t i more R . R .  1 70 

Mad R i ver R . R .  1 70 

M i ch i ga n  Centr a l  R . R .  1 7 0 ,  1 79 , 290 

T roy & N .  Y.  Steamboat 1 72 

Route s ,  E astern Express  ma l I 89-92 

Routes , Post,  m i l eage determ i nat i o n s  

Route 7309 , h a n d s  tamp 

72 

39  

Rowe,  Kennet h ,  book , T h e  Forward i ng Agen t s ,  1 st 

ed l t l on ,  28-30,  1 00-1 0 1 , 1 22 

Roxbur y ,  Ma s s .  1 66 ,  1 73 

R . P . O . , see R a i l way  Post O f f i ces  



3-10 

R u b y  C i ty ,  l daho  1 1 6 

Rumr i l l ,  F . W . ; Northern Express 1 1 0 

R u n n i ng Pon y ,  Pony E xpress h a n d s  tamp 1 1 3  

R u s hv l l l e ,  I nd i an a  1 58 

R u s h v i I l e ,  K y .  1 60 

Russe l I ,  J o h n  A .  1 1 2  

R u s se l l v i l l e , Ky . 1 99 

R u s se l l ,  W i l l i am H . , 1 1 1 , 1 1 8 

R u s se l  I ,  W adde l I & Ma jor s ,  COC & PPE Pony 

Express oper at i on 1 1 1 - 1 2  

Pony Express  cover , COC & PPE oper a t i on 1 23 

R u s s i a  2 1 8 , 26 1 -2 

Covers  to 

R u s s i a, C u n a r d  steams h i p  

R u s s o ,  Tony 

R u t l and , V t .  

R y t her , H .  Morg a n  

1 98 , 2 82  

249  

2 55-6 

1 77 

1 67 

S ab i ne ,  U . S . $ . , t r a i n i ng f r i gate 279 

S a c r amento,  C a l i f .  1 00 , 1 08 , 1 1 0 , 1 1 4 , 1 1 6 , 1 1 8-9 , 

1 99-200 , 2 1 0  

S t .  A u g u s t i ne,  F l a . 

S t .  Cather i ne ' s 

S t .  Char l es ,  I l l . 

S t .  C l a i r ,  Gen .  A r t h u r  

S t .  C l a i r s v i l l e ,  P a .  

S a i nte Mar i e ,  1 1 1 . 
S t .  Et i enne,  F r ance 

9 1 , I 56 

261 

1 58 

8 1  

2 5 9  

207 

276 

200, 268 

268 

St. John , New B r u n s w i ck 

S H I P  LETTER mark i n g 

S t .  Josep h ,  Mo. 1 1 3 , 1 1 7- 1 8 ,  1 2 3 ,  1 36 

3 5 ,  1 09 ,  1 52 ,  1 68-9 , 1 7 1 , 2 1 9 ,  S t .  Lou i s , Mo .  

"Bear s , "  --Postmaster ' s  Prov i s i o n a l s  

2 2 3 , 2 5 7  

3 5 ,  1 30 

Cover s f r om 3 5 , 1 23 , 1 5 1 -2 , 1 68 , 1 7 1 -2 , 1 76 , 1 82 

S t .  P a u l de Loando,  A f r i c a 289 

St. P au l ,  M i n n .  1 53 , 274  

S t .  Peter , M i n n .  2 1 9  

S t .  Peter s b ur g ,  R u s s i a  2 6 1 - 2 , 282  

S t .  Ph i  1 1  i ppe ( now Fort Wayne,  I nd . ) 79 

S t .  T homa s ,  Dan i s h w . 1 .  
Cover f r om 267 

S a l em ,  M a s s .  1 66 , 2 5 2 , 282  

S a l i c h s ,  F r a n k  1 44 , 2 1 7  

S a l i sbur y ,  Con n .  1 5 5 

S a l k i nd ,  So l 1 39 

S a l  I i e ,  steamboat , p u r ser ' s  mark i n g 267 

S a l t  L ake C i ty ,  Utah 1 1 6 

1 2¢ 1 85 1  cover f rom, to R u s s i a  1 98 

a n d  Over I a n d  Ma i I 

a n d  Pony Express  

S a l ton sta l ,  f i nd 

S a l v ador , E l  

S ampson , E d w a r d  N .  

S a n  D i eg o ,  C a l .  

S andw i c h  I s l an d s  { H awa i i an I s . )  

Makee , Anthon & Co. , forwarders 

A l so ,  see H a wa i i ,  etc. 

S an d y  S p r i n g s ,  Md.  

1 1 2  

1 1 2  

1 7 7 

303 

93 

1 08 

2 8 , 1 2 1 -2 

2 8 , 1 2 1 -2 

1 62 

S a n  F r a n c i sco,  C a l .  9 5 , 96- 1 0 2 ,  1 08 - 1 1 9 ,  1 2 1 -3 ,  

1 4 2 ,  1 44 .  1 5 4 - 5 ,  1 5 7 .  1 99-20 1 , 2 1 8- 1 9 ,  2 2 3 , 2 5 1 -2 ,  

2 5 7 , 2 59 , 268 , 27 1 , 2 74 , 280, 284 , 298 , 302 , 304 , 309- 1 3 

Cover s f r om 29 , 96- 1 0 2 , 1 1 3 , 1 1 8 , 1 2 2 -3 , 1 54-5 , 

2 1 8 ,  2 4 8 ,  260,  266 , 2 7 1 , 2 7 8 ,  28C , 2 8 2 ,  2 9 2 ,  3 1 1 - 1 3  

Dead Letter O f f  i c a  at 

" News Letter , "  i 1 1  ustr ated cover 

Penny Post 

Postma ster s 

76 

1 23 

99 

97 

San  F r a n c i sco News Letter , 1 2 3 

S a n  F r a n c i sco,  PMSSCo steams h i p ,  wrecked 1 03 

S a n i tar y Comm i s s i on ;  see U . S .  S a n i t a r y  Comm. 

S a n  Jose,  C a l i f .  1 1 5  

S a r atog a ,  U . S . S . , s a i  1 I ng s l oop o f  war 1 82 

S a rd i n i a  299-30 1 

S a v age, Hen r y ,  U . S .  Consu l 

S a v an n a h , G a .  

M a  I I Route m a r k  I ng 

Ocean and  R i ver ma I I s 

Sma l I star postmar k 

S a voy , I ta l  I an state 

S c h l sano,  L eo n ,  F r an c h  Con s u l  

Schma l zre l dt ,  F r � d ,  co l l ect i on 

Schm i dt ,  P a u l 

303 

46, 78, 1 5 7 .  234 

78 

326 

326-8 

300-0 1 

328  

1 67 

1 3  

S c h ne i der , Dr . Joseph 

S c hr oeder , H y  & Co. , f o r w a r der 

S c h ueren , F red 

S c h u h ,  Me l v i n  W .  

Schwartz  ( s i c ! > C i ty Despatch Post 

see Swarts  CI ty Despatch Post 

87-8 

28,  I OO 

1 3  

2 1  

Scot l a n d ,  cover s to 208 , 283 

Scott,  Gen . W l n f l e l d  1 2 1  

Scott , J o h n  w . ,  J r .  1 6 , 38 , 1 30 , 1 36 

S c r u gg s ,  H u bert 38 

Seces s i on dates,  Confeder ate states 228-3 1 

Sem i n ar s ,  USPCS 1 4  

Sem i -o f f i c i a l  stamps o n  1 84 7  cover s 1 24 

Senaca F a l l s , N . Y .  1 6 1  

Seron , D r .  Z a ven M .  2 3 2  

Sett l e , -- , re P o n y  Express  1 1 8  

Sewar d ,  W 1 1 1  i am H .  303 

Seybo l d  s a l e  1 5 5 , 1 57 

S h a n g h a i 

Cover s f r om 

7 .  2 3 .  3 6 ,  2 1 8 ,  260- 2 ,  2 8 0 - 1 . 309- 1 1 

280-1  

Covers to 7 , 2 1 1 , 309- 1 1 

T r a v e l t i me to;  ma i I f r om U . S . , 1 860 1 s 309- 1 1 

S hawneetown ,  l 1 1 .  

S he l by v i l l e ,  K y .  

S hen f 1 e I d , Laurence 

S hepa r d ,  F i  I ch  

5 9 ,  1 58-9 

9 2  

2 2 9  

239  

S hepard ,  W i  1 1  i am R . ; H i stor i c a l  At l as 

S herma n ,  Gen.  W i  1 1  i am Tecumseh 

S her wood ' s , N . Y . , 

1 05 , 300 

1 57 

Sten c i  1 postmark on 1 84 7  cover 1 63-4 

S h i p  I s l an d ,  M i s s .  2 3 1  

SH I P  l etter s ,  7 8 , 1 1 9 , 1 2 2 , 200-0 1 , 204 , 2 1 7 , 268 

" S h i p  Letter s--The Mar i t i me H i stor y of the B r i t-

i s h I s l es , "  book by A l an W. Robertson 292  

S i c i l y ,  c i t i es i n ;  1 860 300-0 1 

S i dney , A u s tr a l  l a  2 6 1  

S i ege l ,  Robert A . , auct i on 2 4 5  

O 1 scover s 1 5¢ "Z"  gr i l I 263-4 

Pony  Express cover w i t h $4  W . F .  stamp,  1 1 7  

S i er r a  Nevada , steams h i p  

V i a  N i c a r a g u a  Ahead o f  the Ma i l s , m k g  3 0 , 1 0 1  

S i gnor e !  I i ,  G .  

S i  I ver C i ty ,  I daho 

S i mpson correspondence 

1 54 

2 7 5  

1 70 

S i mpson ' s  U . S .  Post a l Mark i ng s ,  1 85 1 -6 1 , book 

b y  T homas J. A l exander , 1 979 2 1 8 , 28 9 , 307 

S i mp s o n ,  T r acy w . ,  3 ,  1 6 ,  1 9- 20 , 2 2 ,  1 93-6 , 2 1 4  

Book , U n i ted States Posta l Mark i ng s  a n d  

Re l ated Ma l l Ser v i ce s ,  1 8 5 1 -6 1  2 3 -4 , 2 1 8 , 307  

E d i tor , The Chron i c l e  2 4 , 308 

Guest co l umn i st :  

Auct i on s ;  i nterpret i n g descr i pt i on s  1 5- 1 6  

I dent i f y i ng T y pe I l a < Scott ' s  26a ) ,  

U . S .  3 ¢  stamps o f  1 8 57  1 95 -96 

S i ngapore 2 6 1  

S i n ger , W. F . ,  Feather R i ver Express 

S I PE X ,  

S i tk a ,  A l a s k a  

Skove,  Pau  I 

1 09 

1 1 , 1 3- 1 4 , 20 1  

2 7 3  

1 0 , 8 5 , 87 

S l awson , George c .  5 ,  1 7 7 - 8 ,  2 2 5 , 3 1 7- 1 8  

Guest co l umn i st 

"Demonet i z at i on a l a  V ermont " { 1 86 1 ) 2 2 5  

E t h a n  A I I e n  a n d  Vermont h i  story 5 

V ermont F r u g a l i ty { D i amond Rubber cance l )  

3 1 7- 1 8  

S l oane,  George B .  2 - 3 ,  1 2 5 , 240  

S l oanes Co l umn , Stamps Magaz i ne 3 

S m i t h ,  Archer & Co.  correspondence 36 , 2 5 2  

S m i t h ,  Dr . Ger a l d  8 . , 1 0 ,  1 5  

Guest co t umn i st , on 1 ¢  1 86 1  stamps 

S m i t h f i e l d ,  V a .  

S m i t h ,  K . H .  

Sm i th ,  W a d de l l F . ,  

Smyr n a ,  De l .  

S n o w ,  W a l ter 

2 4 1  

1 64 

8 7  

1 1 8 

1 5 5 

1 6 1  

So l d i er ' s  Farewe l I ,  C i  v i  I War  v a l ent i ne 240 

So l d i er ' s  Letter s ,  cert i f i ed ;  C i v i l War 5 4 , 2 35-8  

S omer set , O h i o  1 62 

S omerset R . R . , mkg 1 8  

Sonor a ,  C a l .  1 2¢ 1 8 5 1  b i sects  o n  cover 1 99-200 

South ampton , E n g l and  7 , 36 , 260- 2 , 288-9 , 29 6 ,  

B r i t i s h ma i l s  v i a  

Cover s v i a  

2 9 8 , 309- 1 0  

2 89 , 2 9 6 , 304 , 309 

7 , 36 , 2 1 4 , 309 

Index 

South Boston , Mas s .  

South C a r l o  I i n a  

1 7 1 

207 , 2 2 7 , 2 2 9 , 2 3 1 , 2 5 4 , 2 7 4  

1 84 7 cover s f r om 1 48-9 

SOUTHERN LETTER/UNPA I D ,  mark  I n g 2 3 3  

South  G l astonb ur y ,  Con n .  1 55 

South Manc hester , Con n .  2 2 5  

S p a i n  2 1 1 , 2 1 7- 1 8 , 2 7 9  

S P A  J o u r n a l ,  art i c l es ment i oned 8 , 1 0 , 2 2 7  

S p a r t a ,  G a .  1 57 

Spartanbur g ,  S . C .  2 2 7  

Spec i a l  De l i ver y ,  I nter nat i on a l  3 1 5- 1 7  

" S pec i a l  Ser v i ce , " o f  Stan l ey B .  A s h brook , 

S pencer . T homas ,  forwarder 

Spez z i a , L a ,  S a rd i n i a  

S p i er ' s  T u r nout , G a .  

S p o i  I s  s y s tem 

Spraker s •  B a s i n ,  N . Y .  

S pr i n g f i e l d ,  1 1 1 .  

S p r i ng f i e l d ,  Ma s s .  

S pr i ng f i e l d , O h i o  

1 38 .  2 1 1 - 1  2 .  2 1  5 .  264 . 269 

28,  I 22 

206,  299 

234 

48 , 66 

1 59 

1 59 

1 66-7 

9 2  

S t a f f ,  F r a n k ,  book , T he T r a n s at l an t i c  Ma i l  2 4 , 308 

S tamp Agent, at New Yor k ,  d i scont i nued 

S t amp i ng Grou n d ,  K y .  

2 70 

1 60 

3 5  S tamp l es s  cover s ,  f i nd s  o f  

Stamp s ,  a i rma i I ;  2 4 ¢  error o f  1 9 1 8  1 34 

Stamp s ,  Con f eder ate;  see Confederate Stamps 

Stamp s ,  Co l umb i an I s sue 1 36-7 , 3 1 6 , 3 1 8  

Stamp s ,  ear I l es t  k nown dates o f  u se 27-8 , 1 37-9 

A I so see spec I f  i c stamp I ss ue s  

Stamp s ,  f i r s t  i s s ued 1 29 

S tamp I s s u e s ;  see f o l  l ow i n g ,  by year of I s sue 

S tamps ,  I s sue of  1 84 7  

Author 1 zed 

11C" doub l e  t r a n s f er 

Co l or s  

Contracts f or 

Oemonet I zed 

1 45 

1 46 

1 45 

1 33 ,  1 4 5 

1 44 ,  1 4 7 ,  1 5 5 ,  1 5 7 ,  1 80-8 1 

U sages , a f ter demonet i zat l o n ; r e f erence 1 47 

Des i gn s  1 45 

Dot i n  " 5 "  v a r i et y ,  5¢ 1 77 

"Emb a l med" cover s ;  H i rtze l co 1 l ec t l on 

F i nds  of  

1 7 1 -2 

3 5  

Mu l t i p l e  p i ec e s ,  used I 39-4 0 ,  1 4  7,  I 7 2  

NAPEX , sem i nar ; report of  C . C .  H a r t  1 52 - 3  

P l ates and  p l at i n g o f  1 4 5-6 , 1 53-4 

S h i f t s ,  v a r i et i es 

U s ages , Cover s ,  etc.  

1 46 ,  1 77 

Advert i s i ng ,  corner c a r d s ,  etc . 1 1 ,  1 75-8 

B i sected 1 42 - 3 ,  1 53 ,  1 6 1 , 1 72-4  

A I bama  

A r k a n s a s  

B a l t i more R . R .  

1 54 

1 5 2 ,  1 54 

1 62 ,  1 70 

B i n g h amton , N . Y . ; herr i ngbone 1 72 

C a l  i forn l a  1 44 ,  1 53 ,  1 55 ,  1 5 7 ,  1 8 1  

C a n a d a ,  to or f r om 1 40 , 1 4 7 , 1 70 , 1 72 , 1 8 1  

C h i cago 1 59 

C h r i stmas D a y  1 7 1 

Comb i n at i on s ;  5¢ ; 1 0¢ toget her 1 48 , 290 

Comb i n at i o n s ,  w i th other stamp s ,  

L i st s  1 25 , 1 4 7-8 

Canad i an Beaver 1 47 

C a r r i er s  1 24-6 , 1 4 7-8 

C i t i es ,  where used 

Loca I s  

1 8 5 1 -7 I ssues  

Sem i -O f f i c i a l s  

Con feder ate 

Con nect i c ut 

De l aware 

Demonet i z at i o n ,  post 

E n g l a n d ,  to or f r om 

E n ve l ope s ,  u sed w i t h 

Expres s Ma 1 I s  

F l or i da 

Fore i gn ,  see cou ntry  named 

1 5 1 

1 24-5 , 1 47-8 

1 4 4 ,  1 8 1  

1 24 , 1 47-8 

1 5 7 

1 5 5 ,  1 67 

1 5 3 ,  1 5 5-6 

1 44 , 1 5 7 , 1 80 - 1  

1 76 ,  1 79 

1 76-7 

1 5 1  

1 56 

Forwar ded , 5¢ a n d  1 0¢ comb i n at i on 1 48 

Gard i ner , Ma i ne ;  b i sects 1 4 2 , 1 6 1 , 1 72 , 1 74 

Geor g i a  1 57 

Germa n y , to or f rom 

Herr 1 ngbone cance l s ;  B I  n g h amton 

H udson R i ver Ma l l s  

1 1 1 1  no l s 

I nd i an a  

2 0 ,  2 9 0  

1 72 

1 5 1  

1 58-9 

1 58 



Index 

I owa 

Kentucky  

Lou i s i an a  

New Or l ea n s ,  STEAM 

1 52 , 1 59 , 1 6 1  

1 59-60 

1 60 

1 60 

New Yor k ,  exc . N . Y .  C i ty 1 24 , 1 48 , 1 5 1 , 1 6 1 , 

1 63-4 , 1 7 2 ,  1 77 ,  1 8 1  

New York  C i t y 

Oregon 

1 40 ,  1 44 ,  1 62 - 3 ,  1 70- 1 , 1 7 3 ,  1 7 5 

1 53 

"PANAMA , "  on cover Per u to Mex i co 

Precance l ed ;  Whee l i n g 

1 4 0 ,  1 5 2 

1 65 

Pre-Reta I i ator y r ate cover s 1 79 , 290 

P h i  I a de l p h i  a 20, 1 2 4 ,  1 62 - 3 ,  1 70 ,  1 7 5 ,  1 7 8 ,  1 80 

R c:i i  I road 

RetaJ i atory Rate 

Route Agents 

1 0 , 1 50-5 1 . 1 76 , 290 

1 79 ,  290 

1 0 ,  1 5 1  • 1 76 . 290 

1 64 - 5  

1 2 5 

1 48 

1 53 

S her wood ' s , N .  Y . ,  stenc i 1 
South Caro l i n a ( C h a r  l eston l 

State s ,  tabu I ated u s ages 

S t .  P a u l ,  M i n n . , reported 

STEAM, STEAt'BOAT 1 60 , 1 70 , 1 72-3 

Sten c i  I postmark 1 64-5  

T ab l es ,  o f  1 84 7  stamp u s a g e s ,  etc . 1 48-9 , 

1 5 1 ,  1 6 1 ,  1 63 ,  1 66-9, 1 73 

Te I egr a p h  cover 1 78 

Texas 1 48 , 1 60 

Tobago,  West I nd i es ,  on cover f rom 1 5 5 , 1 5 7 

T r a n s a t l ant i c  

Tr i p l e  r ate 

Troy & N. Y. Steamboat 

U . S .  Express  Ma i I 

2 0 '  1 76 , 1 79-80, 290-1  

1 67 

1 72 

1 5 1  

WAY 

Whee l i n g ,  V a .  ' 'precance l s " 

W i scons i n  

V ermont 

V i r g i n i a  

S t amp s ,  I s s ues o f  1 8 5 1 -57  

Contract for  pr i nt i n g ,  1 85 1 , 1 8 5 7  

Exten s i on ;  1 85 7  

De l i ver i es of  stamp s , 1 860 

Doub l e  1 r a n s f er s ,  etc . 

E a r  I i est k nown u ses 

1 60 ,  1 62 

1 65 

1 5 0 ,  1 52-3 

1 7 7-8 

1 64-5  

1 33 ,  1 87 

1 33 , 1 83 

239 

1 35 

1 85 1  i s sues ; see i nd i v i dua l denom i nat i on s  

Per f o r ated i s sues o f  1 85 7  

Emba l med ( H i rtze l co l l ect i o n )  

E r rors  

Mu l t i p l e  p i ec e s ,  use of  

P aper , w i th s i l k  f i ber 

Perforat i ng o f  1 85 7  i s sue 

P l ates , see v a l ues concerned 

1 39 

2 0 1  

1 3 5 

1 39-4 1 

2 1  

1 8 5 

R ates , v a l ues i ntended for 1 83 , 2 1 7- 1 9  

T ab l es o f  type comb i n at i on s ,  mu l t i p l es 

1 <  1 88-9 

1 2< 1 98-9 

1 0< 

5 <  

1 ¢  stamp s o f  1 8 5 1 -7 

B ooks  about , by A s h brook 

Co l o r s  

Des i gn 

Doub l e  tran s f e r s  

Mu I t  i p I e p i eces 

P a n e s ,  ex i st i ng 

203-4 

205 

1 85-92 

23, 1 3 3 ,  1 90 , 2 1 5 , 2 1 7  

1 9 2 

1 33 

1 3 5 ,  1 9 1 -2 

1 4 1  

1 8 5 

Per for ated stamp s ,  p l ates for 

P I  ates 

1 9 1  

1 89-92 

P l ate v ar i et i es 

T y p e s  

T y pe comb i nat i on s  

V ar i  e t  1 e s ,  p o s  i t i  e n s  

NAPEX,  report o n ,  b y  M . L . Ne i nken  

Errors  

3 <  Stamp s ,  1 85 1 -7 

B i  sects 

Co t or s  

Des i g n 

Doub l e  t r a n s f e r s  

E a r  I i est  recorded u s e s  

Exper i menta l Orange  B rown 

"Ge n t s "  v ar i ety  

I mpr i n t s  

P I  ates 

P h i  l ate I ic c a l ender , 3¢  1 8 5 1 -7 

T y p e s  i dent i t i ed 

1 2¢ Stamps ,  1 85 1 -7 

1 86-92 

1 86-90 

1 88-9 

1 9 1 -2 

1 9 1  

1 35 

1 92-97 

1 4 3 

1 93-6 

1 92 

1 35 

1 83 ,  1 95 

1 93-4 

1 35 

1 96 

1 92-3 

1 8 ,  1 97 

1 95-7 

1 97-201  

B i  sects  

Des i g n 

Mu l t i p l es 

P l ates and per forat i on s  

1 0¢ S t amp of  1 8 55-9 

B l oc k ,  w i th a l l P l . 1 types , 

B ook about,  by Ne i nken 

Des i gn 

E ar I i est uses  

I mpr i nt copy 

1 43 .  1 99-2 0 1  

1 97 

2 1 ,  1 82 ,  1 98-9 , 209 

1 98 

2 0 1 -04 

1 4 1  

2 0 1  

2 0 1  

2 0 1  

2 0 2  

P a i r s  and  t y pe s ,  comb i n at i on s  

P I  ates 

202-4 

2 0 1  

1 4 1 , 202-4 Mu l t i p l es a n d  types 

Str i p s of  three, types 202-04 , 2 3 3 ,  287, 289 

5 ¢  Stamps of 1 8 56-60 204-7 

B ook about,  b y  H i  I I 204 

E a r  I i est recorded u se 204 

Mu It  i p I es  205-7 

New Or l ea n s  uses  1o abroad 205-7 

T ab l e  of  mu l t i p l es ,  u sed 207 

Towns where u s e d ,  tab l e  

T y pes  i I I ustr ated 

U ses for  wh i c h  i s s ued 

24¢ Stamp o f  1 860 

Co l or s  

E a r  I i  est use  

30¢ Stamp of  1 860 

C o l  or s 

Des i g n ,  source 

E ar I i est use  

Mu l t i p l es 

90¢ Stamp of 1 860 

Co l or 

Des i gn 

E a r  I i est 

V a l ues ,  used a n d  u n u sed 

Re i s s ue s  o f  1 8 7 5  

2 0 7  

204-5 

204-5 

208-9 

208 

208 

209- 1 0  

209- 1 0  

209 

2 1 0  

2 1 0- 1 1 

2 1 2- 1 3  

2 1 1 

2 1 0  

2 1 1 - 1 2  

2 1 1 

2 1 2- 1 3  

U sage s ,  Cover s ,  1 8 5 1 - 5 7  i s s ues 

B i  sects on cover 1 43 ,  1 99 , 200 

2 9 , 9 9 ,  1 26-8 C a r r i er s  and l oc a l s , u sed w i th 

Comb i n at i on cover s w i th 1 85 1  i s sue 1 40 ,  1 84 ,  

2 1 3- 1 6 ,  282 . 2 8 7 . 2 9 7  

Comb i n at i on cover s ,  w i t h 1 85 7  i s sue 1 40 ,  

2 1 1 , 2 1 4- 1 5 , 2 1 7  

Cornb i n at i on cover s ,  1 8 5 1 -7 i s sues  

w i th 1 84 7  s t amps  

w i th 1 86 1  stamps 

Comp l ete 1 85 1  i s sue on cover 

Confederate use of  

Dead L etter O f t  i ce cover s 

Demonet i zat i on o f  

F i r s t  day  u s e s  

1 1 1  u str ated cover s 

1 44 ,  1 8 1  

2 2 2 - 3 .  2 2 5  

1 84 , 2 1 6 , 29 7  

2 30-4 

76 , 2 2 7  

222-4  

1 83 

1 2 3 ,  1 82 

I ndependent S t ate u s e s ,  1 860- 1 

M i xed f r ank i ng ,  1 85 1 -7 i s sues 

228-34 

2 1 7  

205-6 

1 8 2 

2 20 

1 1 3 ,  1 23 

New Or l ea n s  u s e s  to abroad,  of 5¢  

N a v a l Lyceum,  New York 

P atent cance l s  

Ponv Express  cover s 

Ra i I road Route Agent 

Route Agent,  steamboat 

Western uses 

Stamps ,  I s sues o f  1 86 1 -6 

2 2 ,  1 93 

2 2 , 37 , 3 9 ,  1 82 ,  1 93 

99-1  2 3  

" A u g u st'' i s s ues--See Prem i ere Gravures  

Contr act for pr i nt i ng , 1 86 1  1 33 , 2 2 1 , 239 

Des i gn s ;  reason for  c h anges 2 2 1 , 239  

Emba l med cover s ( H i rtze l co l l ect i o n )  2 5 1 -2 

M u l t i p l e  p i eces on cover 

P at r i ot i c  cover s ,  use on 

Per f or a t i o n s  

2 2 5 ' 2 5 5 .  267 . 3 0 8  

1 4 , 240 , 244 , 2 5 1  

252-3 
P r em i eres  Gravures  2 4 1 -2 , 24 7 , 2 49 , 2 5 1  

R ates a n d  stamp comb i n at i on s  poss i b l e  26 1 -2 

Reasons for i s s uance 

1 ¢  Stamp o f  1 86 1  

Center i n g a n d  cond i t i on 

Co l or s  

Coupon E s s a y s  

D i es a n d  des i gn s  

Doub l e  t r an s f e r s  

E a r l l est  known u se 

E s s a y s  

Gr i I l ed 

2 2 1  

2 39-46 

240 

2 4 1 , 24 3 , 2 5 7  

2 4 1 .  245-6 

1 33 , 24 1 - 2  

2 4 1  

240- 1 

243-6 

2 4 1 , 24 6  

A l so s e e  g r i I l ed I s sue o f  1 867-8 

I mpr i n t s  

I nd l go co l or 

Mu l t i p l e  p i eces 

Part per forates 

Per f orat i on s  

P I  ates 

P l ate v a r i et i es 

Prem i eres Gravure  

Rates t or wh  i o:: h i nten ded 

J.11 

2 4 1  

2 5 7  

2 2 5  

2 5 3  

2 4 0 , 2 5 2 - 3  

2 4 1  

24 1 -2 

24 1 -2 

240 

Reference s ,  

T y pe s  d i st i ng u i s hed 

U l tr amar i ne co l or 

3¢ Stamp of 1 86 1  

Co i n s ,  subst i tute for 

Co I o r s  

Counter f e i ted 

E ar I i est  uses 

E ncased 

Gr  i I I s  

2 39-40 , 24 2 , 2 5 7  

2 4 2  

2 4 3  

246 

246 

246 

246 

246 

246 

246 

A l so see gr i l l ed i s sue of  1 867-8 

Part per for ates 

R e f erences 

5¢ Stamp o f  1 86 1 -3 

Co I or s 

E ar l i est  uses 

Gr i I l ed 

A l so see gr i l l ed i s s ues of 1 867-8 

Mu I t  i p I es  

Part per f orated 

P l ate v a r i et i es 

References 

1 Oit Stamps of  1 86 1  

D i es a n d  des i g n s  

E ar I i est  k nown uses  

Gr i I l ed 

A l so see gr i l l ed i s s ues of 1 867-8 

Part  per f or ate 

P I  ates 

P l ate v a r i et i es ;  "TAG" v ar i ety  

P rem i eres  Gravure  

Rates for  wh  I c h  i s s ued 

References 

T y pes 

1 2¢ Stamp of  1 86 1  

E a r  I i e s t  k nown u s e  

E s s a y  

Gr i I l ed 

A l so see gr i l l ed i s s ues of 1 867-8 

P I  ates 

R e f erences 

24¢  Stamp o f  1 86 1 -3 

Co l or s  

Des i gn 

E s s a y  

Gr i I l ed 

A l so see gr i I l ed i s sue of 1 867-8 

P 1 ates 

P l ate v a r i ety  

R ate t or w h i ch i ntended 

Ref erences 

30¢ Stamp o f  1 86 1  

Co l or s  

Des i gn 

E ar I i est  recorded u s e  

E s s a y  

Gr i I l ed 

A l so �ee gr i I l ed i s s ues  of 1 867-8 

P r i nted on both s I des 

Rates f o r  w h i ch i ntended 

References 

253 

257  

246-7 

246-7 

246-7 

247 

1 4 1  

2 5 3  

2 4 7  

2 5 7  

247-8 

247 

247 

247 

2 5 3  

247 

248 

24 7-8 

247-8 

247 

247 

248-9 

248 

248 

248 

248 

257  

2 49-50 

249-50 

249  

249 

249 

249 

249 

249 

2 50 , 2 5 7  

250-5 1 

2 5 0 - 1  

2 5 0  

2 5 0  

250  

250  

2 5 0  

250- 1  

2 5 7  

9 0 ¢  S t a m p  o f  1 86 1  7 , 2 5 1 -2 , 3 1 0 , 3 1 3  

Des i g n  2 5 1  

E ar l i es t  k nown uses  2 5 1 -2 

E s s a y  des i gn 2 5 1  

Emba l med  cover s 2 5 1 -2 

Gr i l l ed 2 5 1  

A l so see gr i I l ed stamps o f  1 867-8 

Ref erences 2 5 7  

2 ¢  Stamp o f  1 863 ( B l ac k  J ac k ) 2 5 3- 7 , 3 1 0  

Atherton s h  I f t  2 5 5  

B i  sects 254 

Book s about 254 

C h em i c a l  paper for 245 

Co l or 2 5 3  



J.12 

Des I g n  2 53-4 

Doub l e  t r a n s f e r s  2 55-6 

Ear I l est  k nown usage 253 

G r l l  l s  254 

A l so see gr i t  l ed stamps o f  1 867-8 

J ac k son , Andrew,  portr a i t  on ; 

reason d i s c u s sed 2 5 4  

M u l t i p l es 1 22 , 2 5 5  

P I  ates 2 5 3-4 

P I  ate v ar i et i es 2 55-6 

Preston s h i f t  2 5 5 -6 

Rates for wh i c h  i s s ued 2 5 3  

Ref erences 254-7 

1 5it Stamp of  1 866 2 56-7 , 308 

Des i gn 256  

Doub l e  t r a n s fer 2 5 7  

E a r  I i est k nown u s e  1 39 ,  256-7 

G r i l l s 257 

A l so see gr i I l ed stamps of  1 867-8  

P I  ates  

P l ate v ar i et i es 

R ate f o r  wh i c h  i ntended 

R e ferences 

U s a ge s ,  Stamps of 1 86 1 -6 

C a r r i er 

2 5 7  

2 5 7  

256  

2 5 7  

1 2 7 

Comb i n at i on ,  w i th 1 86 1  st amp s or g r i I l s  

2 4 7 '  2 5 9 -6 2 '  2 8 2 ,  3 1 0 '  3 1  3 

W i th 1 8 5 1 -7 stamp s 2 2 2 -3 , 2 2 5  

W i th 1 869 stamps 

F o r e i g� .  see country concerned 

P atent cance l s  

P o n y  Express  

R at e s ,  comb i nat i on s  

We�ter n 

S t t1mp s ,  the  gr i l l ed I s s u e s ,  1 867-8 

2 7 1  

2 5 7-9 

1 1 3 ,  247  

2 1 2 , 26 1 -2 

1 06 

263-6 7 

A l so see denom i nat i on s  o1 1 86 1 -6 i s sues  

3 t  Gr i I l s  

E a r  I i est  k nown uses 

G r  i 1 t s ,  how produced 

1 39 

265 

Par1  per f orate,  3o;t 253 

References 264-5 

S h ades , gumm i n g sequence 265 

90t , on  cover 267 

U sage s ,  g r i I l s  

Comb i n at i on s ;  gr i I l s , 1 869 ' s , Nesb i tt s  2 6 7  

S t .  T homa s ,  D . W .  I . ,  1 0.Z u s e d  f r om 2 6 7  

Stamp s ,  the 1 869 I s sue 

Co l or o f  3\t, ear l y  pr i n t i ng s  

Comb i n at i on cover s ; w i th other i s sues  

268- 8 1  

1 39 ,  270  

2 7 1 ' 28 1  

W i t h  stamps o f  other countr i es 

Contract to pr i nt 

Des i g n s  

E a r  I i es t  k nown uses 

3\t stamp , ear l i est use 

276 

269- 7 1  

269 ' 2 7 1  

1 38-9,  269 , 276 

1 39 ,  270 

Emba l med cover s ( H i rtze l co l l ect i o n )  276 

E r ror s 1 34 

1 n s t r u c t i on s  to postmaster s f o r  2 7 1  

I n ver t s ,  h i gh v a l ues 1 34 

M u l t i p l es ,  u sed 

N umber s i s sued 

1 39 ' 26 8 ,  27 7-8 

2 7 2  

R a r i t y ,  3\t  cover s ,  u sed f rom v a r i ou s  states 

a n d  ter r i tor i e s  2 7 5-6 

T y pes o f  1 5t ,  reason for 2 7 2  

U sage s ,  cover s ,  etc . 

Comb i nat i e n s ,  w i th 

Fore i gn stamps 

Other i s sues 

F rom,  or i g i n  abroad i n  

J ap a n ,  to P r u s s i a  ( 2.z l 
Per u < 30t ) 

S h a n g h a i  ( 1 O it ,  30it ) 

Fore i gn Ma i I uses , to 

C a n a d a  ( 6 t )  

E n g l a n d  < 6 t , 1 2\t )  

F r ance ( 4 x l t ;  1 0t ,  1 2 t )  

l nd l a  ( 1 0t , 1 2 t ;  B i sse l l >  

I nd i a  ( 90t ) 

Mex i co < 30¢ l 

2 76 

2 67 , 2 7 1 , 28 1  

268 

277 

280-1  

279 

2 79-80 

2 6 7 -8 , 2 8 2 , 305  

New B r u n s w i c k ,  C anada  < SH I P )  ( 6 ¢ )  

Per u , < 1 2t ,  1 5.Z ;  both types , 2 4t l 

36 

2 8 1  

2 8 1  

268 

2 7 7  

280 P r u s s i a , ( 2 t , 1 5t , T y pe l l 
Forwar ded < B . F .  Steven s )  

I 1 1  u str ated 

Reg i stered 

2 79-80 

274 

2 7 2  

States a n d  ter r i tor i e s ,  u ses f rom , 3t 2 7 3-6 

3t, I ar gest n umber on one cover 2 7 8  

Wester n 2 7 8  

Stamp s ,  Bank note i s sue of  1 870 269 , 2 7 1 , 304 , 3 1 7-8 

Cover s w i th 

E a r  I i est uses 

2 7 1 , 2 8 1 , 307  

2 6 9  

S t amp s ,  I s sue o f  1 89 0 ,  ear l i est k nown use 1 38-9 

S t amp s ,  1 9 1 7  I s s u e ,  5 t  error 1 35 

S tamps Magaz i ne 

S t amp s ,  mu l t i p l es p i eces 

3, 1 39 ,  1 50 

1 39-4 1 

A l so see spec i f i c  i s sues ; stamps 

S t amps o f  H awa i i ,  book by  Meyer , H a r r i s , et a l  

1 1 9 ,  2 0 1  

Stamp s ,  Pan Amer i can  l s s u e , 1 90 1  1 34 , 2 7 1 , 3 1 6  

S t amp s ,  Postmaster s '  Prov i s i ona l s  1 , 35 , 38 , 1 29-32  

Con feder ate 40 

A l so see Postmaster s •  P r ov i s i o n a l s  

Spec i f i c  Post O f f i ces 

Stamp s ,  Spec i a l  de l i ver y 3 1 5- 1 7 

3 1 5- 1 6  Stamp s ,  T r a n s··M i s s i s s i pp i  

�tamps , U . S .  postage,  o n  We i I s , F ar go cover s 

1 1 2- 1 3  

S t amp s ,  We i l s , F ar go ; Pony Express  

S t a n l ey ,  Lowe I I S .  

S t a rkey & T a n u n  & Co. , forwarder 

S t ate Dept . , U . S .  

S taten I s l an d ,  N . Y .  

" S t at i on , "  enve l ope endor sement 

S taunton , V a .  

S teamboats ;  cover s ,  u s age 

1 1 2- 1 9  

1 79 

2 8 ,  1 22 

2 79 

1 2 5 

3 1 4- 1 5 

1 64 

I 1 1  ustr ated cover s ,  corner c a r d s  39 , 267 , 274 

Route Agent mark i n g s  o f  2 2 , 37 , 39 

T r an sportat i on of the ma i I s  4 7  

C a l i f orn i a ,  w i t h We l l s , F a r go agents 1 09 

S team s h i p ,  mark i n g s  267 , 3 2 7  

A l so see n ame o f  spec i f i c  s h i p  

Stee l e , C h a r l es F .  

Ste i nmet z M i  see I I a n y  

S te i nway , T heodore 

265 , 26 7  

208 , 2 1 0  

1 36 

Stene I I postmar k ,  Sherwood ' s , N . Y .  1 63-4  

Ster n ,  Edwar d ,  book , H i story of  F r ee F r ank i ng 

of Ma i  I i n  the U n i ted States 56 , 1 29 

S teven s ,  B . F . ,  Despatch ( f orwar d i  n g l  Agen t ,  308 

cover s w i th h a n dstamp 279-80 

Stevenson , W . L .  2 6 3  

St l l p h i n  corr . ,  1 84 7  b i sects 1 42 , 1 69 , 1 73 

Stockton , Ca l .  

Stockton , Commodore Robert 

S t r awberr y  V a l l ey ,  C a l .  

Stut  I er , Boyd 

S uez , Egypt  

Sumter , Fort  

S umter , S . C .  

S u p p l ementary ma l t 

Ch I cago 

New York 

S u spen s i on of ma l I ,  seceded states 

Dead Letter Off i ce cover s f r om 

S wa l l ow ,  s h i p  

Swarts  l oca l ,  New York C i ty 

U sed w i t h 1 84 7  stamps on cover 

Swatow, C h i n a 

S weden 

S w i f t ,  Capt . R . N . , I i ve oak dea l er 

S w i f t ,  Capt . W . H . , topogr a p her 

1 00 , 2 5 1  

1 2 1  

1 1 6  

1 64 

289 

2 2 7 , 3 1 9  

2 3 4  

1 1 , 2 1 9 , 2 2 7  

2 49 , 2 57 , 30 7  

5 4 '  2 2 7  

76 , 2 2 7  

2 7 8  

9 9  

1 24 - 5 , 1 47 

2 6 1  , 3 1 1 

2 1 8 , 3 1 7  

1 56-7 

65-6 

S w i s s  PTT Mu seum ; H l rtze l co t l ect l on 1 7 , 20 1  

S w i tzer l and 2 1 , 1 40 , 2 1 7 - 1 8 , 2 5 7 , 26 1 -2 , 299 

Cover s to 2 1 , 232 , 287 , 3 1 3 

S y r ac u se,  N . Y . , cover s f r om 1 1 , 1 5 1 , 1 77 

1 84 7  cover , w i th S y r acuse S a l er a t u s  M f g .  Co 

corner card 1 1 ,  1 77 

T a f t ,  Dr . C l arence E .  

T a l botton , G a .  

T a i  l ah a s see , F l or i da 

T amp a ,  F l a . 

T a u nton , Ma s s .  

2 1  

9 1  

9 1 , 1 56 , 1 72 , 1 75 

1 56 

1 66 ,  1 69 

T a y  I or , Pres I dent , "0 I d  Rough & Ready , "  1 28-9 

Portr a i t  on Bouton l oc a l  1 24 

T a y l or ,  s. A l  I an 1 7  

T a y l or s v l I l e ,  K y .  

T a y l or ,  W i i i  i am B . ,  P M ,  N . Y .  C l t y , 1 86 1  

T e h a n n a ,  Ca l .  

1 60 

2 2 4 - 5  

1 5 5 

Index 

Ten Cent Stamps o f  1 8 5 5 - 1 8 5 9 ,  T h e  U n i ted States,  

book by  Mor t i mer L.  N e i nken 2 3 , 204 

Tennes see 2 2 8 -9 '  2 3 1 , 2 3 6 ,  2 5 4 ,  2 7 4 '  3 3 1 - 2  

1 84 7  cover s 1 r om 

Tennessee, s h i p  

1 48-9,  1 72 

2 3 2  

Ten Year s Among the Ma i I b a g s ,  book , sever a l  

ed i t i on s ,  b y  J ames Ho l brook 44 

Terre Haute, I nd i ana  \ 58 

Ter r i tor i a l  postmar k s ;  see F i r s t  1 00 Year s ,  u .  
S .  Terr i tor i a l  Postmar k s ,  etc . , C h ase-Cabeen 

Terr i tor i e s  and State s ,  3( 1 869 cover s f r .  2 75-6 

Terr i to r y  North West o f  the R i ver O h i o  79-80 , 84 

Ter r i to r y  South West of the R i ver O h i o  84 

TeY" l s ,  L l oy d  1 1 7  

Texas 

D i str i bu t i ng o f f i ce i n  

1 84 7  cover s f r om 

207 , 2 29 , 2 3 1 , 2 7 4 - 5  

6 1  

1 48-9 

T haddeu s ,  s h i p ;  to Hawa i i 

T h e f t ,  co l i ect l on of J .  Dav i d  Baker 

T h eo l og i ca l Sem i nar y ,  V a .  

T h i bode a u x ,  L a .  

T homa s ,  H u nter , J r .  

1 1 9-20 

1 64 

1 60 

1 3  

T h omas  S pen cer , Hano I u 1 u forwarder 1 2 2 

T homaston , G a .  1 5 7 

. T hompson & H i tc hcock , N . Y .  agents 1 08 

T hompson , Con n .  1 5 5 

T hree-Cent Stamps of U . S .  1 8 5 1 -5 7  I s sue,  book 

by Dr . C a r r o  1 I CHase 2 3  

T hree mon t h s  per i od ,  1 85 7  fore i gn r ate cover s 

v i  a E n g  I and  and  Fr a nee 

T i conder o g a ,  Fort 

T i e s ,  stamps to cover , i mportance o1 

T i l to n ,  N . H .  

Tobago, I s  I and  o f  

Todd,  A 1 exander 

Todd and B r y an • s  Express  

Todd and  C o .  

Todd,  C h a r l es A .  

Todd ' s  V a l l ey ,  C a l .  

T o l edo,  O h i o  

TOO LATE , mark i n g 

2 8 2 '  295-6 

1 5  

259  

1 54 , 1 5 7 

1 08 

1 08 

1 08 

1 08 

207 

6 1  ' 70 

2 9 1  

6 6  

208-2 1 1 

Topograp h l c a l  E n g i neer s ,  U . S .  Army 

Toppan , C a rpenter & Co. , 

Toppan , C a r penter , C a s i I ear & Co. 1 34 ,  1 8 1 '  

1 84-5 , 1 97 -8 , 2�9  

2 76 Toronto, Canada  

Toth , Bob  

To'll l e , C h a r l es L .  

T r acy & C o . , Express  

T r a c y ,  Co l .  ( re 1 2.Z 1 8 5 1 -7 stamp s )  

1 1  

2 1  

1 1 1  

1 98 

T r acy , T h eodore, expressman 1 1 0 - 1 1 

T r an s at 1 a n t i c  cover s ,  w i th 1 847  stamps 290-92 

T r an s at l ant i c  Ma i I s , The, book by  F r an k  S t a f f ,  

T r anscon t i nenta l R a i  I road 

T r a n s fer ro l  I error s 

2 4 '  308 

1 1 7  

1 35 

" T r a y "  mark i ng s  268 , 282 , 28 7 , 295-6, 299 

Al so see An ge-F rench ma i I treaty 

Br i t i s h Open Ma i 1 

T renton , N . J .  

T r i este 

Cover to 

T r i n i da d  

200 , 207  

1 32 , 2 1 8  

1 32 

267 

Trondhe i m ,  Norway 3 1 3  

T roy & New York Steamboat,  mk g ,  1 84 7  cover 1 72 

T r o y ,  N . Y .  

T r umbu l I ,  portr a i t  o f  W a s h i ngton 

T u c h i ns k y ,  Meyer 

T u n i s ,  cover s to,  ref . 

T ur ner , Mr s .  E . E . , cor respondence 

T u r ney , Dl I I on ,  s .  

2 0 7 ,  2 2 0 , 2 5 8  

2 1 0- 1 1 

2 7 3  

2 1  

3 5 ,  1 68 - 9 ,  1 7 7 

1 6 1  

9 2 ,  1 54 

300-0 1 

T u sc a l oo s a ,  A l a . 

T u scan y ,  I ta I i  an state 

T u scumb i a ,  A l a . 

Postmaster ' s  Prov i s i ona l s  

Twa i n , Mar k  

T w o  S i c i  1 l es ,  I ta l i an state 

T y l er ,  J o h n  

T y l er ,  J u l  l a  

T y ner , J ames M . , PMG 

66 , 9 2 ,  1 30-3 1 , 1 54 

3 8 ,  1 30 

274  

300-0 1 

5 3 ,  1 28-9 

1 29 

44  

U l tr amar i ne co l or s ,  lt  1 86 1  stamp s ; et a l  1 2 , 24 3  

Umbr l a ,  I t a l  I an st ate 3 0 1  



Index 

U nc l e  S a m ,  I ndependent L i ne steam s h i p  30,  1 00-0 1 

U n i on Pac i f i c RR 1 1 7  

U n  l ontow n ,  P a .  92  

U n i ted K i n gdom 26 1 -2 

A 1 so see E n g  I a n d  

U n i ted State s ;  a l so see U . S .  

U n i ted States-Br i t i sh m a l  I treaty o f  1 848  285-90 

A l so see Br i t i s h Ma i I s , etc . 

U n i ted States EKpress  Co. 1 1 6 

U n i ted States 4¢ Part Payment R ate to F r ance, 

1 870-7 4 ,  art i c l e  by Mi  I l ar d  Mack 24.  308 

U n i ted States Ma i l & Post O f f i ce A s s i stant,  

1 860- 7 5 ,  month l y  newspaper w i th posta l data,  

34.  223,  226-7.  239 . 2 7 3 ,  2 8 8 ,  299.  305-6 

U n i ted States M a i I L i ne 98 

U n i ted States Ma i I s  to F r ance i n  1 870--The 

Phantom and A ctua l Prep a i d  Rates , art i c l e  by 

Prof . George E. H a r gest 2 4 ,  308 

U n i ted States One-Cent Stamp o f  1 85 1 -7 ,  The,  

book by  Stan l ey B .  A s hbrook 23,  1 33 , 2 1 5 , 2 1 7  

\l o l .  1 1  307 

U n i ted States Postage Stamp s o f  the 1 9th Cent

u r y ,  The  ( 1 966 ed i t i on ) ,  book b y  Lester G. 

B r ookman 1 9 : 2 5 - 7 ,  1 33 , 279  

A I so see  N i neteenth century  Postage Stamps  o f  

t h e  U n i ted State s ,  by Brookman 

U n i ted S tates Posta l Gu i de and  O f f i c i a l  Adver

t i ser , The,  month I y paper b y  Peter G.  W a s h -

1 ngton 3 4 , 56, 59 , 6 1 ;2 1 , 73 

U n i ted States Posta l Gu i des 3 1 7  

U n i ted States Posta l mar k i n g s  a n d  Re l ated M a i  I 
Ser v i ce s ,  1 8 5 1 - 1 86 1 , book by T r acy  W .  S i mp-

2 3 -4 , 2 1 8 , 30 7  

T he U n i ted States Post O f f i ce G u i de ,  1 85 1 , 

book by E I i Bowen 62-4 

U n i ted States Reg i ster s ( "B l ue Book s " ) 50 , 6 5 ,  

8 1 , 8 7 , 3 1 4  

U n i ted States Revenue A s s oc i at i on 9 

U n i ve r s a l Posta l U n i on 6 ,  5 5-6,  306, 3 1 4 .  3 1 6  

U n i ver s i ty o f  V i r g i n i a , V a .  1 64 

" U n l i sted" postma ster s '  prov i s i on a l s  1 30 - 1  

" U norgan i zed" terr i tory 1 07 

U n pa i d  and  p art pa i d  r ates Between U n i ted States 

and F r ance, 1 870-7 4 ,  art i c l e  by  Pro f .  Geo r ge 

E. H ar gest 2 4 , 308 

U r b a n a ,  O h i o  8 8  

u . s . ; a l so see U n i ted States 

U . S .  Express Ma i t 
E aster n Pony 

R a l l ,  steamboat ser v i ce 

200 

89-92 

1 8 , 1 5 1 - 2 , 1 73 , 200 

U . S .  Ma l l ,  New York sem i -o f f i c i a l  c ar r i er 1 24-5  

U . S . Ma i I Steam s h i p  Co. 1 02 

U . S . N av a l  Ly ceum, handstamp on cover 1 82 

U . S . P . O . , P h i l ade l p h i a  sem i -o f f i c i a l  carr i e r  

U . S . San i tary  Comm i s s i on 

U . S . SH 1 P ,  C i  v i  I War  mark i ng 

U t a h  ( Terr i tor y )  

U t i ca ,  N . Y . ;  cover f r om 

V a l ent i n e ,  patr i ot i c  

1 24-5 

2 44-6 

4 2  

1 07 , 2 2 4 , 2 74 , 3 1 2 

1 5 1 

240  

Van  Buren , Mart i n ,  f ree frank  w i th car r i er 

use 1 28-8 

V ander b i  It steamsh i p  J i ne 29-30, 1 0 1 , 298 

V anderb i I t ,  W m .  K .  < "Commodore" ) 1 0 1 -3 

V a n  V I  i s sengen , Arthur  9 4 ,  1 50 

Guest c o l umn I st .  11M i  I waukee/M I I wauk  l e , "  94 

V an V oorhee s ,  Wm • •  U . S . M a i  I Agent ; P M ; S a n  F r a n -

c i sco, 1 849 9 5 , 9 7  

V enet i a ,  I ta l  I an :  Austr i an state 300-0 1 

V enezue I a 

V er a  C r u z ,  Mex i co 

Captured,  Mex i can War  

H a wa i i a n Ma l l s  v i a  

P ackets 

1 99 , 2 1 8  

1 2 1 ,  1 40 ,  2 3 2 , 280 

1 2 1 

1 2 1  

1 2 1 

V ermont & Boston Te l eg r a p h  L l ne ,  corner c a r d  

on 1 84 7 c o v e r  f r om V ermont 

V ermont 

1 78 

2 7 4  

Demonet i zat i on a l a , S l awson co l umn 2 25-6 

1 84 7  cover s f r om 1 48-9, 1 72-3, 1 77-9 

F r u g a l l ty ,  S l aw son co l umn re  "D i amond Rubber" 

cance I I at  I on on B a n k n ote stamps 

I n  Revo I ut 1 on;  S I  aw son quoted 

3 1 7- 1 8  

5 

Pasta 1 H i  story 

V er v l er s ,  Be l g i um 

" V I a P a n ama , "  i 1 1  ustr ated cover 

V i ck s b u r g ( h ) ,  M i s s .  

V i ctor Emmanue l I ,  I ta l i a n K i ng 

V i ctor i a , B r i t i sh Co l umb i a  

56 

266 , 280 

1 23 

1 69 

300 

1 1 6 

V i en n a ,  A u str i a ,  Congress  of 300 

V i ncen n e s ,  I nd i an a  46 ,  79-80 , 1 58 

V i g i n l a  207 , 2 2 7 , 2 29 , 2 3 1 , 2 7 4  

1 84 7  cover s f r om 

V i r g i n i a  C i ty ,  Nevada Ter r ,  

Pony Express  

W adde l l ,  W i l l i am B .  

W a k at i pu ,  Lake,  New Zea l and  

W a  1 1 1  n g f o r d ,  Con n .  

W a r  Rate, 1 8 1 4- 1 6  

W a r d ,  P h i I i p ,  J r .  

Ware,  M a s s .  

Warren ,  Northwest Ter r i tor y 

War renton ,  G a .  

W arrento n ,  V a .  

W a r s h auer . E . D .  

1 48-9 , 1 64-5  

1 1 1 ,  1 1 4- 1 5 ,  1 1 9 

1 1 5- 1 6  

1 1 8 

1 35 

1 55 

4 8 ,  7 7  

3 , 38 , 9 1 , 1 96-7 , 2 5 3  

1 67 

46 

9 1  

255 

Guest co l umn i st ;  3 t  1 869 cover s f r om states 

and ter r i tor i es 

W a s h b u r n ,  Reuben 

273-5  

1 08 

W a s h i n gton , D . C .  6 5 , 7 0 , 7 6 , 89-90 , 1 2 1 , 1 28 , 1 3 1 ,  

1 7 1 ,  1 8 1 , 207 , 2 2 7 .  2 3 1 , 236-7 , 302-4 , 3 2 1 , 329 

Carr i er s  1 26 

C over s f r om 7 6 , 1 26 , 1 5 1 , 1 7 1 , 23 5 , 2 40 , 2 5 1 , 280, 302 

New Y o r k  PM Prov i s  i o n a  I s  u sed at 1 32 

Postmaster ' s  Prov i s  i o n a  I 

One Cent Despatch , l oc a l  post 

W a s h i ngton , G a .  

W a s h i ngton , George 

W a s h i ngton , I l l . 

W a s h i ngton , I nd .  

W a s h i ngton , I owa 

1 30 - 1  

1 26 

1 5 7 

8 1 , 2 1 0- 1 1 , 239 , 2 54  

1 59 

1 58 

207  

W a s h i n gton One Cent  Despatch Post,  J oca I 

Cover to Ca l i fo r n i a ,  w i th I Ot 1 855  1 26 

W a s h i n gton , P a .  4 6  

W a s h i ngton,  Peter G . , posta l o f f i c i a l .  Aud i tor 

o f  Trea s u r y .  p ub l i sher 

W a s h  1 n gton , steams h  I p  

W a s h i n gton Terr i tory 

3 4 , 5 6 , 6 2  

1 80 ,  2 90 , 296,  2 9 8  

2 2 4 , 2 4 7  2 62 , 2 7 5  

W ater b u r y ,  Con n .  1 5 5 

W ater b ur y ,  V t .  1 78 

W aukeg a n ,  1 1 1 .  1 59 

WAY mark i ng s ,  cover s w i th 

B a  I t  i more-Ph i I ade I ph I a Route Agent 1 6 2  

New O r l ea n s  1 60 

W a y ne ,  Fort 79 

W a y ne ,  Gen . "Mad Anthon y "  8 1  

Weather I y .  Ear l 2 29-30 

Webster ' s  Geogr aph i c a l  D i ct i onary  1 04 , 300 

W e i ght I i m i ts ,  ma i I ab l e  matter , 1 799 77 

W e i l l  B r other s 2 1 2  

W e i l er ,  Char l es L . ,  PM,  S a n  Franc i sco 97  

We 1 1  s & Co.  , express 1 08 

We 1 1  sboro,  P a .  207  

We i  l sb u r g h ,  V a .  1 64 

We i l s , Crawford  & L i v i ngston,  express 1 08 

W e i  l s , F ar g o  & Co.  1 07 - 1 9 , 2 5 7  

C h i nese Camp , cover 

Con nect i on ,  Ca l i f o r n i a  Penny Post 

Conso l l dat l on of  

Cover s ,  

Cover s ,  w i th c ar r i er stamps 

G arter stamps 

H a ndstamps 
L etter r ates 

Northern Coast Route 

1 1 0 

1 0 1  

1 1 6 

1 1 0 ,  1 1 3- 1 8  

1 27 

1 1 3 ,  1 1 8  

1 09 ,  1 1 3 ,  1 1 5 

1 1 2 ,  1 1 6 

1 1 6 

O ver l a n d  Ma l 1 Co . , connect i on s  w i th 1 1 1 - 1 2  

Pony  Express  oper at i on s  1 1 1 - 1 3 , 1 1 4- 1 9 , 2 5 7  

Stamps 1 1 5- 1 6  

T akeover o f ,  b y  

Precance l s  o n  U . S .  stamps 

R u n n i n g  Pony mar k i ng 

We i I s , He n r y  

Werner , Robert W .  

W e s t  a 1 1 ,  Robert 

West C h a r l esto n ,  V t  • •  demonet i zat i on use 

West Chester . P a .  

W e s t  coast,  U . S .  

1 1 1 - 1 2  

1 09 

1 1 3  

1 07-8 

40 

1 56 

2 2 5  

2 1 7  

295  

Non-de l i very o f  l etter s ,  1 850 ' s  

R ates 

Pre- 1 8 5 1  

Pre-1 863  

C a n a d i an ma l l s  

u . S . -Sr i t i sh ma i l s  

West Cor n w a  1 1 .  Con n .  

W e stern Cover Soc I ety 

A I so see Wester n Express  

343 

75-6 

1 42 

2 6 1  

2 9 3  

292-3 

1 5 5 

96 

W e ster n Express  ( express compan y ) ;  see W e i  I s  

Compa n y  

Wester n E x p r e s s ,  per i od i ca  1 o f  Wester n Cover 

S oc i ety 9 3 , 95-6 , 1 00- 1 0 1 , 1 1 6 

Art i c l es ,  on No i sy Carr i er 

on Pony  Express  

Western  m i  I i ta r y  posts,  r e f erences 

W e ster n stage I i ne s  

W e st ( er n ) V i r g i n i a  

Westerve l t  & McK a y ,  s h i pb u i l de r s  

West H ampton , Mas s .  

West H a v e n ,  Con n .  

West Stock b r i dge,  M a s s .  

Wetherbee, Hen r y ,  correspondence 

Wether s f i e l d , Con n .  

U n i  l sted Postmaster ' s  prov i s i on a l  

W hee l er ' s  Express  

W h ee l i ng ,  V a .  

"Precance l s" ,  1 84 7  stamps 

W he l en ,  E . S .  & G . , correspondence 

W h i te Marsh I s l an d ,  S . C .  

W h i te Star L i ne ,  steamsh i ps 

W h i te,  W I  I l ar d  R .  

W h i t i ng & C o .  Express  

W i ck l i f fe ,  C h a r l es A . ,  PMG 

W i do w s ,  Pres i dent s ' , f r ee f r a n k s  

W i eren g a ,  T heron 

W i ght,  I s l e  of 

W l  1 1  l amson , Raymond H. 

W i l l i amsport,  Md. 

WI  1 1  l ngto n ,  Con n .  

1 00-0 1 

9 3 ,  1 1 8 

2 4  

1 1 2  

2 1 3 , 27 4  

296 

3 1 3  

2 5 9  

1 66-7  

36 

259 

1 30 

1 1 5  

7 0 , 9 2 ,  1 64-5  

1 65 

3 5  

3 2 7  

304 

1 32 

1 1 6- 7  

4 4 , 5 3 , 5 9 , 6 4  

1 28-9, 2 6 2  

1 67 

296 

3 2 4 -6 

1 62 

1 5 5 

W l  l m i n gton , De l . ,  9 0 ,  1 2 5 ,  1 5 3 ,  1 56 , 2 0 7  

C a r r i er 1 25 

W i l m i ng ton , N . C .  1 72 , 32 0  

W I  n a n s ,  H a r r  1 son & W i n a n s ,  correspondence 36 

W i nchester , Con n .  1 55 

W i nchester . V a .  1 64 

W i n d sor H i  1 1 , C on n .  

W i ndsor , V t .  

W i n s l ow ,  Edward  

W i nthrop,  M a i ne 

W I  scons i n  

1 55 

1 72 

1 07 

1 82 

2 0 7 .  2 7 4 - 5  

B ook a b o u t  ter r i tor i a l  day s ,  "Broadax and 

Bayonet. b y  Prucha 

1 84 7  covers f r om 

2 4  

1 48-50, 1 52 - 3 ,  1 73 

M i l waukee postm a r k s  and  cover s 94- 5 ,  1 50 

Wood, Lor d ,  Br i t i sh Chance l l or of Exchequer 286 

Wood s ,  I . C .  99 

Woodstock ,  New B r unsw i ck 

Woodstock , V t . , postma ster s 

Wooster Stat i on ,  mark I n g 

Worcester , Mass .  

2 7 9  

56 

Un 1 1  sted Postmaster ' s prov 1 s i ona I 

Worth i ngton . George 

3 1 4-5 , 3 1 7  

1 66 

1 30 

1 36 

W u n s c h ,  M a r garet 

W ur tembu r g  

Cover t o  

W y a n dotte, K a n s . 

W y om l  ng Terr i tory  

1 3  

2 1 8  

2 9 4  

303  

2 7 4 - 5  

Y ankee B 1 ade, V a n d e r b  i I t  a n d  I ndependent L i ne 

steamsh i p  3 0 ,  1 0 1  

Yeager . H a r r y  1 2  

Yerba  B uena  < S a n  F r a n c i sc o ) , C a l .  96 

Yokohama O<anagawa ) ,  J ap a n  309- 1 1 

York-at-Lee, S amue l ,  PM,  S a n  F r a n c i sco 9 7  

Yor k ,  Norton O .  5 ,  1 39 , 205, 256-7, 264-6 

Death of 5 

Young s v i I l e ,  P a .  

Y u m a ,  A r i zona  terr 1 tor y 

Z anes v i I l e , O h i o  

Z an z i b a r ,  cover s to 

Zeve l y , A . N . , 3rd A s s ' t  PMG 

2 5 9  

2 7 4  

8 8 , 9 2  

2 5 2 , 2 6 1 , 3 1 5- 1 6  

208- 1 0 , 2 53 
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