NEW MEXICO

Town Postmark Dates Seen Size * Color * Value
NEW MEXICO Santa Fee N.M.(Feb. 24, 1849;Ms;--). . . ... ......... 6,500
Sante Fe(E)(Feb. 24, 1849;Ms;10[ms];Black) Placed in
POPULATION the mail at Westport, Missouri . ................ 4,500
(L)(Oct. 21, 1849;Paid 5¢[ms]) Originated Our
1850 — 62,000 1860 — 94,000 TheCO. . .t 3,000

Area claimed for the United States in August 1845 by Gen.
S.W. Kearny. Ceded under treaty with Mexico on February 2,
1848. Proclaimed a territory of the United States on December
13, 1850. The Gadsen Purchase was added in 1853. The orig-
inal territory included all of what is now Arizona and parts of
Colorado and Nevada. The first United States post office was
established at Santa Fe in the Spring of 1850.
SPANISH PERIOD
Before 1821

NUEVO MEXICO.(E)(June 3, 1800;SL-51x4 letters

slanting;3[ms];Black) May not have originated in N.M. . --

(L)(1820;SL-53x4;3[ms];Red) . .. ............... 37,500
EMPIRE OF MEXICO
September 3, 1821 - October 2, 1824

TOME’(May 20, 1823;SL-24x6;3[ms];Red) Originated

Belen ... ... . 60,500

REPUBLIC OF MEXICO
October 3, 1824 - August 18, 1846

Santa Fe and Tome were the only post offices during this pe-
riod.

NUEVO MEXICO.(Aug. 29, 1841;SL-53x4 slanting

letters;Black) Originated SantaFe ... ........... 7,000
Same(E)(Oct .27, 1841;SL-53x4;Red) Originated
SantaFe...... ... ... . . . 7,000

Same(L)(Aug. 4, 1845;large 4) Originated Santa Fe .5,500
FRANCO/EN TOME’(Feb. 17, 1845;SL-39x13.5;Red). .6,500
TOME'(E)(Aug. 13, 1845;SL-24x6;Red) Originated

Albuquerque. . ... . 14,500

(L)(Aug. 14, 1845) Originated Pinos Hacienda. . . . . 14,500

U.S. MILITARY OCCUPATION PERIOD
August 18, 1846 - December 12, 1850

Many letters were carried by military courier or civilian freight-
er, usually placed in the mails in Fort Leavenworth, Indepen-
dence, or St. Louis, Missouri. Values are for covers having
New Mexico Military Provisional Government postal markings.
Three such post offices existed: Sante Fe, Socorro, and Las
Vegas. No postmarked covers are known from Las Vegas, but
two are known (1849 and 1850) with senders inscription in
the form of a postmark. There is no record that Tome’ was an
official military post office.

Santa Fe(E)(--, 1847;Ms;--) ... ... . i

L)July 17,1849) ... ..o 5, 250
Santa Fee(E)(Nov. 6, 1847;Ms;10[ms];--) Placed in the
mail at Independence. ...................... 14,275
(L)(Nov. 20, 1848) Placed in the mail at Fort
Leavenworth. .. ....... ... ... ... ... ... 9,500

Socorro NM(E)(Nov. 20, 1849;Ms;5;Red) Ms Via San
Antonio. “Paid to Ft. Leavenworth; H.W. Edgar,

PM. . 52,000
(L)(Nov. 20, 1849;Military PO[ms]) . . .. .......... 23,000
FRANCO/EN TOME(Jan. 28, 1849;SL-39x13.5;Red)
Originated Albuquerque . . .. .................. 6,500
TERRITORIAL PERIOD

December 13, 1850 to January 5, 1912

The first United States post office established in New Mexico
was Santa Fe, no earlier than March 1850 and probably be-
fore July 1850. The first postmaster was appointed in October
1849, but he was in St Louis at the time and did not return to
Santa Fe until the spring of 1850.

1851 Post Offices: Albuquerque, Barclay’s Fort, Fort Union,
Frontera (1), Las Vegas, San Elizario (1), San Miguel, Santa
Fe, Socorro, Tecolote.

(1) Actually in Texas, south of El Paso.

1855 Post Offices: Albuquerque, Algodones, Bernalilla, Bring-
burst’'s (2), Dona Ana, Fernandez de Taos, Fort Craig, Fort
Fillmore, Fort Thorn, Fort Union, La Canada, Las Cruces, Las
Vegas, Los Lucero, Los Lunas, Santa Fe, Socorro, Tecolote.
(2) At what is now Las Vegas, Nevada.

See Arizona for post offices in that state during the New Mex-
ico territorial period.

Albuquerque(E)(Aug. 25, 1852;Ms;Black) . ........... 550
(L)Jan.4,1855) . ... ... 450
ALBUQUERQUE/N.M.(E)(Jan. 13, 1861;33;3[ms],

PAID[C-21];Black) .. ..........c i 2,000
(L)(Dec. 13, 1864;C-33;3ct[ms],Due 6[ms],

PAID[C-21];Black) .. ... 750

CIMARRON/NEW MEXICO(Aug. 17, 1867;DC-27;
PAID[C-21] 3¢[ms];Black). . .. .................. 500
Dona Ana(March 21, 1854;Ms;5[ms];Black). . ........ 9,500
Don Fernando de Taos(Aug. 29, 1853;Ms;Paid 5[ms];

Black). . ... 3,000
FERNANDO DE TAOS, N.M.(E)(Feb. 12, 1864,25;

Black). . ... 350
(L)(Feb. 22, 1864;25;paid[ms];Black) To Canada. . . .. 850

FORT CRAIG/N.M.(E)(Dec. 20, 1860;32;Paid 3[ms];

Black). . ... 550
Same(Oct. 23, 1861;Free[ms];Black) . .. ........... 500
Same(Nov. 25;Due 10[ms]) Soldier’s letter. . .. ...... 400
Same(Jan. 31, 1862;PAID 3¢[ms]) . .. ............. 450
(L)(Sept. 31,1862) .. ...t 400

Ft.Fillmore N.M.(Nov. 20, 1852;Ms;5[ms];Black) . . .. .. 3,000
Ft.Union(E)(Feb. 3, 1852;Ms;Black). .. .............. 800
Same(April 3, 1852;Ms;5[ms]) . .................. 750
(L)(Sept. 3,1852) .. ..ot 750
FORT UNION/NEW MEX.(April 18;29;PAID 9¢
Official Business[ms];Black) ................... 750
FORT UNION/NEW MEXICO(E)(June 1866;DLC-28;

PAID 3[ms];Black) .. .......... .. ... 300

(L)(Sept. 1866;Paid 30[ms];Black) .. .............. 550
FORT UNION/N.M.(May 30, 1867;NOR-22;PAID 3[ms];

Black). . ... 350

La Canada(May 9, 1856;Ms;Free[ms];Black). . ....... 4,000

Las Vegas(Sept. 2, 1854;Ms;Due 5[ms];Black) ........ 500
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SANTA FE NEW MEXICO(E)(Jan. 1, 1851;C-34;10;
Red). ... 500
(L)(June 1,1851;10;Black) . . . ................... 450
Santa Fe N.M.(Aug. 1, 1851;Ms;Official Business[ms];
Blue). ... 1,100
(L)(Nov. 1,1851;5[ms]) . .. .o 750
SANTA FE/N.M.(E)(Aug. 1, 1851;DC-31 crossed out;
Official Business[ms];Black). .. ................. 600
Same(Nov. 1,1851) .. ... ... ... i 550
Same(March 10, 1852;DC-31;5). . . .. ............. 500

Same(March 1852;blue 5 re-rated 10 to Canada) . ... 600
(L)(Aug. 1, 1852;DC-31 crossed out;Official

Business[ms]). . ... 500
SANTA FE/N.M.(E)(Oct. 1, 1852;31;10[C],
Official Business[ms];Black). .. .............. ... 450
(L)Y(May 1854) . .. ..o 450
SANTA FE/N.MEX.(E)(July 17, 1853;C-32;5[ms];Black) . 250
Same(Sept. 1, 1853;2;Black) .. .................. 400
(L)(Dec. 1, 1855;PAID/3[C];Black) ............... 2,500
SANTA FE N.M./V(E)(April 17, 1853;36;Black) ........ 750
(L)Y(May 1,1853) . ... oo 700
SANTA FE N.M./5 cts(E)(April 9, 1854;35;Black). . .. ... 650
Same(May 1, 1854) Originated Fort Thorn. .. ....... 700
(L)(Dec. 1,1854). .. ..o 600
SANTA FE/N.M.(Aug. 31, c1861;26;PAID;Black) . . . . . .. 200

From February 20, 1862 until sometime after April 8, the Sante
Fe post office was inoperative due to Confederate occupation.
Post office effects moved to Fort Union, then later returned.

SANTE FE/N.M.(E)(Aug. 31, 1864;DC-28;Black). . . . . .. 150
(L)(Oct. 23,1864) . . ..o 125
Socorro NM(Sept. 11, 1861;Ms;Black). ... ........... 500

Tecolote,N.M.(Oct. 25, 1852;Ms;5[ms];Black) ........ 8,500
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