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KILLERS FOR 25 YEARS 1860-1885

The device used by postal clerks to cancel stamps changed during and
following the Civil War from the use of a separate circled grid device
and/or the circular date stamp (CDS) to a combined CDS/killer that sup-
plied information as well as obliterating the stamp. Killers, not gen-
erally used until postal regulations insisted, changed from cut corks and
targets to numbered or lettered metal devices indicating the clerk or the
type of mail involved.

While some towns and cities became famous for special or uniquely de-
signed killers, Washington has never been recognized as having attractive
or diverse killers. This collection proves that there were quite a number
of interesting and '"special' markings.

The study shows the killer types (CDS killers, targets, grids, geo-
metrics, leaves, crosses, stars, pictorials, numerals and letters) used,
chronologically, at most of the existing post offices in the District of
Columbia during the 1860-1885 period including Anacostia, Brightwood, Con-
gress, Georgetown, carriers, Tennallytown and the central office.
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CDS KILLERS
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Date: 1861 -
“Station: Central PO
Cancel: CDS only
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CDS KILLERS

Date: Oct. 1861
Station: Central PO
Cancel: CDS only
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CDS KILLERS

Date: 1862
Station: Central PO
Cancel: CDS only




CDS KILLERS
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Date: 1862
Station: Central PO
Cancel: CDS only




CDS KILLERS
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Date: 1862
Station: Central PO
Cancel: CDS only




CDS KILLERS

Mrs. Caroline Dunn,

Keene,
N. H.

Date: 1862
Station: Central PO
Cancel: CDS only
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CDS KILLERS
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WASHINGTON, D. C.

ﬁ W, S, Sunitavy Comuizsion,
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A scarce patented envelope with cut-out pattern under the stamp.
This is more unusual on a U.S.Sanitary Commission cover.
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Date: 1863
Station: Central PO
Cancel: CDS only
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CDS KILLERS

WASHEHINGTOIN, D. C.
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Adams Express Co. operated both Adams and Harnden Express at this
time. They offered faster service than the regular POD.

Date : 1863
Station: Central POD
Cancel: CDS only



CDS KILLERS

IQ“Canada

Date: 1863
Station: Central PO
Cancel: CDS only



CDS_KILLERS

" Indiana Ave., CcOr. 2d St.

WASHINATON, B B T Sfentie

Date: Late 1860's
Station: Washington RR
Cancel: CDS only




Date: 1867
Station: Washington & N.Y. RR
Cancel: CDS only

CDS KILLERS




@he ational Gribue,

Washin gton, D. C.

Date: 1883-4
Station: Central PO
Cancel: Oval used on
2nd and 3rd class mail
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CDS KILLERS

Date: 1883
Station: Georgetown
Cancel: Oval used on
2nd and 3rd class mail
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CDS KILLERS
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RIGGS & CO.,
' WASHINGTON, D. C.,
If not called for within FIVE days.

Date: 1882, 1883, 1884

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Metal - double oval
"REG" for registered
Combined 1882, separate
or single device 1883, 1884




CDS KILLERS

Office of Third Ass’t Postmaster General.

A penalty of $300 is fixed by law, for using this
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Post Office Department.

Division of Dead Letters.
Official Business.

Envelope for other than Official Business.
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Offpce of Third Ass’t Postmaster General.
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A penalty of 8300 is foed by law, for using this
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Post Office Department

Division of Dead Letters.
Official Business.

Envelope for other than Official Business.

Date: 1879
Station: Central PO DLO

Cancel:

CDS only




Date: 1860 to early 1861

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Grid - a separate metal
device




GRIDS

Civil War cross-border cover dated 2/20/61 just 16 days

after Louisiana joined Confederacy. US stamps were good
til 5/31/61.

Date: 1860-61

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Grid - a separate metal
device



GRIDS
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When the sender placed the stamp on the left, only the
CDS portion of the device "killed" the stamp so it looks
like the clerk removed the waffle iron by late Jan. 1863

Date: Jan. 1863

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Waffle iron
Combined device




GRIDS
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Date: Dec. 1862 - Jan. 1863

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Waffle iron
Combined device



GRIDS
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Date: 1864

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cut cork
Combined device




GRIDS
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Date: Late 1867, early 1868
Station: Central PO
Cancel: Cut cork

Combined device
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GRIDS
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Kirkwood Tobse,
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Date: Late 1867

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cut cork
Combined device
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GRIDS

P. 0. Yox 468, RICHIOND, Va.,

Return to DOVER COMPANY,
if not delivered within 10 days
\w

\

N

, This cover originated in Richmond, VA and went to Washington
via the RF&P RR and steamboat from Aquia Creek. The cover was
cancelled on the train car used to carry, postmark and sort

the mail.

Date: Late 1860's
Station: RF&P RR postal car
Cancel: Cut cork

Combined device




GRIDS
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Date: 1873

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cut cork - grid

Combined device
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Return to THOS. C. WHEELER,
Canal Wharf, near Market House Bridge,
GEORGETOWN, D. C,,
if not delivered within 10 days. -
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Date: 1874
Station: Georgetown
Cancel: Grids

Combined device
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GRIDS
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Date: 1874

Station: Georgetown

Cancel: Cut cork - grid
Combined device




GRIDS

Date: 1874
Station: Georgetown L E s

Cancel: Cut cork - grid PN < —
Combined device D AN o e
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GRIDS

Date: 1874

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cut cork
Combined device




GRIDS

Date: 1876

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Oval grid - horiz.
Combined metal device

This is the rare Palmer machine cancel
used only for about 1 month in Washing-
ton.



GRIDS
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Date: 1879

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cut cork - grid
Combined device



GRIDS
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Date: 1879
Station: Central PO
Cancel: Metal grid
Combined metal device




TARGETS
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Date: 1861 - 1866

Station: Georgetown

Cancel: 4-ring target
Separate device




TARGETS
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Date: 1861 - 1866

Station: Georgetown

Cancel: 4-ring target
Separate device




TARGETS
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Date: 1862
Station: Central PO
Cancel: 5-ring target
Combined CDS and killer




TARGETS
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Date: 1861

Station: Tennallytown

Cancel: 4-ring target
Separate device
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TARGETS
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Date: 1860's
Station: Brightwood (formerly Oak Grove)
Cancel: 5-ring target

Separate device




TARGETS

Date: 1862-65
Station: Tennallytown
Cancel: 4-ring target - black

Separate device




TARGETS

Date: 1863

Station: Central PO

Cancel: 4-ring target
Combined device

.




TARGETS

Date: 1863
Station: Central PO
Cancel: 5-ring target
Combined CDS and Killer
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Date: 1863-64
Station: Central PO
Cancel: 4-ring target
Combined CDS and killer

TARGETS
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TARGETS

4. 9. @Ixristimx‘ Gommission
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Date: 1865

Station: Central PO

Cancel: 4-ring target
Combined device

Lheds



TARGETS

Date: 1865

Statipn: Central PO

Cancel: 2-ring target w/bullseye
Combined device
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TARGETS

Date: Mid 1860"s

Station: Washington RR

Cancel: 6-ring target
Separate killer
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TARGETS

Date: May 1870
Station: Congressional
Cancel: 4-ring target
Killer not combined with CDS

Swiss backstamps



TARGETS
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Date: 1871

Station: Anacostia

Cancel: 4-ring target
Separate killer




TARGETS
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From early black leader Frederick Douglass

Date: 1882

Station: Anacostia

Cancel: 4-ring target
Combined device

Backstamps
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TARGETS
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'CLERK’S OFFICE.

Date: 1882

Station: East Capitol

Cancel: Broken oval
Combined device

Senate PO stamp



STARS
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Date: June 1864

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cut cork - circled star
Combined device




STARS
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Date: August 9, 1864

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cut cork - hole in star
Combined device




STARS

Date: August 10, 1864
Station: Central PO
Cancel: Cut cork = hole in star
- hollow star w/ dot
Combined device
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STARS

Date: August 11, 1864
Station: Central PO
Cancel: Cut cork - hollow star w/ dot



STARS

Date: August 12, 1864

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cut cork — star w/cross
Combined device
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STARS
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Date: August 15, 1864

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cut cork - star w/hole
Combined device




STARS

Date: August 17, 1864

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cut cork - circled star w/hole
Combined device




STARS
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Date: August 19,1864

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cut cork - Circled star
Combined device




STARS
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Date: 1870

Station: Georgetown " @

Cancel: Cut cork - star “'
Combined device "



STARS

Date: November 1877 /////
Station: Central PO
Cancel: Metal - star in circle T

Combined device
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STARS
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Please return, if not called for in TEXN days, U
No. 1115 Penn. Avenue, Washington, D. C.

Date: January 1878 ' 4'37"-3!‘»3"‘-*<d‘ .
Station: Central P SN
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Cancel: Cut cork - star
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Date: 1878

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cut cork - star
Combined device
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Return to the

Farmers & Mochanies National Bank,

GEORGETOWN, D. C,,
If not delivered within FIVE days.
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Date: 1878

Station: Georgetown

Cancel: Cut cork
Combined device
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Return to E, W, METCALT,
ELYRIA, Lorain Co., Ohio,

if not delivered within 10 days.

Date: 1875
Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cut cork
Combined device
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CROSSES
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Date: 1873

Station: Central PO
Cancel: Cut cork

Combined device




CROSSES
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Date: 1875

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cut cork
Combined device
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GEOMETRICS

Moot 0

Date: August 1862

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cogwheel ,
Separate metal device




GEOMETRICS

Date: 1864

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cut cork
Combined device




GEOMETRICS
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Date: 1865

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cut cork
Combined device




GEOMETRICS

Date: March 1865

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Cut cork
Combined device
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GEOMI'TRICS
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Date: 1865

Station: Central PO

Cancel: Quartered cork
Combined device




GEOMETRICS
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1866

Date:

Central PO

Station:
Cancel:

Cut cork - quartered

Combined device
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GEOMETRICS

‘ Date: 1866
Station: Central PO
Cancel: Cut cork
" Combined device
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