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THE TELEGRAPH IN AMERICA

THE CLASSIC PERIOD 1846 - EARLY 1870'S

IN 1844, AN EXPERIMENTAL LINE WAS CONSTRUCTED BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND BALTIMORE UNDER THE
GENERAL DIRECTION OF THE POSTAL DEPARTMENT. ALTHOUGH THE POSTAL DEPARTMENT DID NOT
EXERCISE ITS RIGHTS TO PURCHASE THE TELEGRAPH PATENT OF SAMUEL F.B. MORSE, THE POSTAL
SERVICE AND / OR LOCAL POSTS WERE FREQUENTLY EMPLOYED TO DELIVER TELEGRAPH MESSAGES TO
OR FROM TELEGRAPH OFFICES. AS MOST EASTERN CITIES SOON HAD CONNECTING TELEGRAPH SERVICE,
THE POSTAL SYSTEM WAS ALSO USED BETWEEN A RURAL AREA ARND A CITY IN ORDER TO INITIATE OR
COMPLETE THE TRANSMISSION OF A MESSAGE.

THE UNITED STATES WAS UNIQUE IN THAT IT WAS THE ONLY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD WHICH DID NOT
INTEGRATE THE TELEGRAPH INTO ITS POSTAL SYSTEM. IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THE
CONFEDERATE STATES DID INTEGRATE THE TELEGRAPH INTO ITS POSTAL SYSTEM.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS EXHIBIT IS TWOFOLD:

FIRST, TO PRESENT AN ORDERLY PROGRESSION OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE TELEGRAPH.

SECOND, TO DEMONSTRATE THE CLOSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TELEGRAPH AND THE
POST AS WELL AS THE MUTUAL DEPENDENCE OF EACH TO THE OTHER.

FRAME | U.S. GOVERNMENT EXPERIMENTAL LINE 1846

MORSE, BAIN AND HOUSE COMPANIES 1847 - 1854
FRAME I EARLY ENTREPRENEURS 1847 - 1854

VERMONT AND BOSTON LINE

FRAME {lI CONS\OLIDATIONS 1851 - 1856
THE LINK TO THE CANADAS :
INDEPENDENT COMPANIES

FRAME IV AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY 1856 - 1864
WESTERN UNION
INDEPENDENTS

FRAME V CONFEDERATE STATES TELEGRAPH SYSTEM 1861 - 1865
UNION STATES TELEGRAPH SYSTEM 1861 - 1864

FRAME IV UNION STATES TELEGRAPH SYSTEM 1863 - 1865
POST WAR 1865 - 1872

THREE OR LESS RECORDED ARE DENOTED BY '
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ELECTRO MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH
(THE U.S. GOVERNMENT EXPERIMENTAL LINE)

MAY 6, 1846

el
oy {7

WL ;" w‘.\ St
0 fg,.:c') L\_\_w ,(”’bt

4

’/}l‘ (< (,A)

. ; . c . ’ - '<‘rff’/(:’,./(“
— . |

o/

N

WASHINGTON " BYWIRE - BALTIMORE
BALTIMORE - TWO CENTS “PENNY POST” DELIVERY - ADDRESSEE

“UPON THE RECEPTION OF A DISPATCH AT EITHER OFFICE IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE OFFICERS TO HAVE
THE SAME TRANSLATED IN A FAIR HANDWRITING, CAREFULLY ENVELOPED AND SEALED, AND AND THE
MAGNETIC CHARACTERS IMMEDIATELY DESTROYED, AND TO PLACE THE DISPATCH IN THE HANDS OF THE
PENNY POST FOR DELIVERY, WHO SHALL BE ENTITLED TO RECEIVE THE SAME COMPENSATION THEREFORE AS
FOR THE DELIVERY OF LETTERS TRANSMITTED NOW BY MAIL." - U.S. POSTMASTER GENERAL, MARCH 29, 1846.

THE RECEIVING OPERATOR STRUCK THE COPIED MESSAGE AND FACE WITH THE NAME OF THE PLACE OF ORIGINATION.

ALTHOUGH THE LINE WAS OPEN FROM APRIL, 1845 UNTIL APRIL, 1847, RECEIPTS WERE SMALL. CONGRESS
DECLINED THE OFFER TO PURCHASE AND THE LINE WAS LEASED TO THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY.




EAGLE CITY POST & MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH

THESE COVERS FROM PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA ILLUSTRATE THE INTERTWINING
OF THE TELEGRAPH, POST, AND PRIVATE EXPRESS COMPANIES.

THE ABOVE 1847 STAMPLESS COVER ALSO BEARS A 2" CENT CARRIERS DELIVERY
MARKING.
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THIS 348 PERIOD COVER ILLULTRATES THE EAGLE CITY POST LOCAL STAMP ADDITION-
ALLY TIED BY THE 10 CENT PHILADELPHIA POSTMARK.



RECTLATIONS, TABITF, &C.,
OF THE 'NEW-YORK, ALBANY, AND BUFFALO

ELECTRO MAGNETIC TELEGRAPE COMPANTY.

+ - Office hours for receiving communications, from 8 A. M. to 8 P, M., doily, (Sundeys excepted, being closcd).
Every message is treated as strictly confidential. . C

Communications for transmission must be PLAINLY written with INK, and no figures used except date and
number of street, . -

No charge is made for the address or signature, and it is desirable that they be given IN FULL, to ensurc
prompt delivery. The operator is often blamed because messages are not PROMPTLY ANSWERED, therefoie
the messengers are instructed to receive answers o every communication they deliver, if possible, but they must
not be DETAINED. Persons will-.confer a tavor upon the telegraph as well as their correspondents, by answur-
ing immediately.

The Messengers are not allowed to collect for delivery, within a reasonable distance from any office.

Pre-payment is invariably required, except in cases where “ ANSWER PAID” is written onthe communica-
tion received. : -

The Directors assume-no responsibility in business transactions over this line, beyond the exercise of good
faith and due diligence-and the price paid for transmission, -~ -

Messages destined for-other lines, will be promptly despatched and the money entrusted to us paid over, after
which we cannot be held responsible for any remi in transmission or otherwise,

No precedence allowed in transmitting, except in cases of sickness or death and reports for the press.

The Chief Operator, at each station, will be held responsible for the faithful attention to and transmission of
all business entrusted to his office, and is instructed to see that all rules and regulations of the Company are
strictly observed. . - :

L
GENERAL YARIFF OF THE LINE.

" For 150 miles and under, — - - - 20 cents for 10 Words, and 1 cent for each additional word.
" QOver 150 and under 300 miles,, - 30 « « 10 « « 9 o« o« “ «
For 300 miles and over, - — - =% 40

“ “« 10 « “ g « o« « . o

— BY TELEGRAPH — VALATIE, NEW YORK
VALATIE, NEW YORK — US.MAIL — STEPHENTOWN FLATTS, NEW YORK

THIS WAS THE FIRST COMMERCIAL LINE OPENED IN AMERICA ON NOVEMBER 7, 1845.




NEW YORK AND BOSTON MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

- New York and Boston Magnetic Telegraph Offce,

_ SPRINGFIELD, GOODRICH’S BUILDINGS.

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT - SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

© THE SECOND TELEGRAPH COMPANY WAS COMPLETED JUNE 27, 1846. ABOVE |S THE
OLDEST RECORDED COVER (FOLDED LETTER FORM) OF THIS COMPANY.



NEW YORK AND BOSTON MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

T

New York and Boston Magnetic Telegraph Office,

CORNER MAIN AND PEARL STREETS, HARTFORD.

o ﬂéz%wmy was /'mf veceeved, al (s %&al

NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK - HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT - PORTLAND, CONNECTICUT

THIS VITAL “MORSE"” COMPANY WOULD SERVE AS THE MAIN TRUNK FOR TRANSMIT-
TING NEWS FROM THE STEAMERS WHICH ARRIVED AT HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA FROM
EUROPE. IT WAS CONSOLIDATED AS PART OF THE NEW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND
UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY [N 1852.




WASHINGTON & NEW ORLEANS TELEGRAPH COMPANY

THIS COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED MARCH 20, 1847 IN VIRGINIA. THE “COLLECT $9.10"
ON -THE ABOVE COVER [NDICATES A LENGTHY MESSAGE OF 81 WORDS; $2.00 FOR THE
FIRST 10 WORDS, AND TEN CENTS EACH FOR 71 ADDITIONAL WORDS. THE LOWER
COVER WAS POSTED AT MACON, GEORGIA IN THE LATE 1840'S. THE COMPANY WAS
LEASED TO “THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY" ON JULY 16, 1856.




THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

COVERS OF THE EARLY 1850'S




THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

ONE OF THE EARLIEST MESSAGES TRANSMITTED FROM MID-AMERICA. NOTE THE SPEL-
LING OF PITTSBURG(H). ) s




MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

CIRCA 1847

' RECEIVING STRIKE OF THE NEW YORK CITY OFFICE

RATE:75 CENTS COLLECT

; : M/S ON REAR SIDE: “message sent 1/4 to 12
: ans recd at 1/2 past 3 o’clock”’

! CIRCA 1847

i BY WIRE FROM PITTSBURG(H) - BALTIMORE
2 CENTS LOCAL DELIVERY (COLLECT)

/0




SOUTHERN MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH ;

%mﬁl}em Jﬁagmm @eiggmp&;

No. 5 Hanover-St, Cor. of Beaver..

A

MOBILE, ALABAMA - ) PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
2 CENTS LOCAL DELIVERY - ADDRESSEE

THE FORM IS FROM THE NEW YORK CITY OFFICE, ALTHOUGH THE COVER 1S OF THE PHILA-
DELPHIA OFFICE.
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ERIE AND MiCHIGAN TELEGRAPH CO.

m

Office of tbf @rig and licl. @ﬂﬁgmpb U %

 Saloon Buildings, Chicage, T

ALL COMMUNICATIONS STRICTLY €O FIDENTIAL,

fﬂj)l‘}, Z‘( arm‘}ha'{\rb {7‘x om

DETROIT, MICHIGAN - CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

ONE OF THE EARLIEST KNOWN MIDWESTERN COMPLETE TELEGRAPH MESSAGE
AND COVERS. THIS COVER COULD BE CONSIDERED PROVISIONAL IN NATURE.

L /Z



NEW YORK AND ERIE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

NOVEMBER 19, 1849

TR -

R

. NEW YORK AND ERIE, AND ERIE AND MICHIZAN

O QRRRERADY @OmPAmIES,

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS - NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK

THIS WAS THE FIRST MORSE COMPANY TO PROBE TO THE MIDWEST. IT WAS ALSO THE FIRST

COMPANY TO USE A SEALING LABEL.

/3



THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

The Flagutic Telegrap) Company,

~ New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington,
Conneeting with the Southern, Western, Eastern, and Northern Lines of Morse’s Telegraphs.

- Ta the Telegraphing Public, .
Please write plainly ; answer quickly ; PRE-PAY ; use no figures, except dates; they cost more; give name, street,
.- and number of the party addressed, to insure prompt delivery; also your own address under your signature ; no
charge for address and signature. - The above is for your safety as well as our convenience.

Office in BALTIMORE........c.ccoerereieuven. No. 2 Merchants” Exchange, South Gay-st.
“  WASHINGTON........ ..Cor. of Louisiana Avenue and Sixth-st.
“ PHILADELPHIA. Quincy Grdnite Building, No. 101 Chestnut-st.
“ NEW YORK.. No. 5 Hanover-street, cor. of Beaver-st.

i
/7'7 £§4y/ Wm Gk 022 75557
Beh, Philodelphin, ? / 13597 ko) min, 7 ol

NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK - PHILADELPHIA PENNSYLVANIA

THE ADDRESS ON THE FORM S DIFFERENT THAN THE ADDRESS ON THE COVER.

THE NEW YORK CITY ADDRESS IS THE SAME AS THE NEW YORK AND ERIE MAGNETIC
TELEGRAPH COMPANY. '




THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

i

MO ST ILOIN L,
BETWEEN PHILADRELPFIA, READING & PIOTTSVILLE.
OFFICE IN PHILADELPHIA, at No. 21 Merchant's Exchange, (second floor,)

“ READING, Rail Road Passenger Depot.
“ POTTSVILLE, Pennsylvania Hall.

WAT BrarioNs. ~Part Richmond, Falls of Schuylkill, Norristown, Phoenixyille. Tottstown, Port Clintan, and
Mount Carbon.  Also conneets with Line ta Minevsville, ’

COVERS OF THE EARLY 1850'S. THIS COMPANY WAS ACQUIRED BY THE AMERICAN
TELEGRAPH COMPANY IN 1859.

|l MoRsE's TELEGRAPH.

' _OFFICE,
1/Main Street,
FIELD, MASS.

/5



THERE WERE TWO OTHER SUCCESSFUL EARLY TELEGRAPH PATENTEES, - ALEXANDER
BAIN AND ROYAL E. HOUSE. EACH PRESENTED FORMIDABLE COMPETITION TO MORSE.
ALEXANDER BAIN‘S SYSTEM MADE USE OF POTASSIUM AND DID NOT DEPEND UPON
MAGNETIC CURRENT WHICH SOMETIMES PLAGUED THE MORSE CONCEPT.

BAIN‘S TELEGRAPH

CIRCA 1849

" PAID.

o, "
S, ‘wwﬁ‘

USING THE BAIN SYSTEM," MERCHANTS LINE” OPERATED BETWEEN BOSTON AND NEW YORK.

BAIN SENDING AND RECEIVING
INSTRUMENTS

6



MERCHARNTS LINE

: ’04 o
'MERCHANTS’ I

¢
Ve

T

If an answer is required please send E :
it to our Office, withont delay.

MERCHANTS LINE WAS THE SECOND COMPANY TO EMPLOY SEALING LABELS.

THE LOWER COVER WAS RECEIVED IN NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK AND THEN PLACED
IN THE U.S. MAILS TO THE ADDRESSEE.,



EARLIEST KNOWN TRANSCONTINENTAL TELEGRAPH COVER

BAIN'S EASTERN TELEGRAPH

SEPTEMBER 18,1852

BY WIRE TO BAIN‘S EASTERN TELEGRAPH, BOSTON - U.S. MAIL, BOSTON

LEAVE NEW YORK SEPTEMBER 20 PER U.S. MAIL STEAMSHIP “ILLINOIS” - ARRIVE ASPINWALL OCTOBER 2
LEAVE PANAMA OCTOBER 6 PER PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP “TENNESSEE” - ARRIVE SAN FRANCISCO OCTOBER 19

THE PREPAID TRANSCONTINENTAL POSTAGE RATE WAS SIX CENTS AS OF JULY 1, 1851;
THE ABOVE ROUTING WAS THE MOST LIKELY POSSIBILITY AVAILABLE.

BAIN'S NEW LINE

CIRCA 1853
4
! ] . e s gZ”Z‘J)
fé’ VZ;. g —A""-Q”’ /1 {2; i.v/m/f-
‘ 5 43 L A ]
C,
New Line,
= JDEQOHN BUILDING,
Pexfi. Apenue and 4 and % Street, ) .
iy 7
ot 3 b5y, |
. . //(A -~ .
%Plcase z?uzg;?:: 1(1121111‘:;?153{0[}10 1'6\'«3!11‘.% WSSV TG Y \ T
- i mfnoyance to your corréspanegf. ) \J &L‘gddéﬁ L} L.“‘(Dm'z

"IN 1853, THE BAIN INTERESTS COMPLETED A NEW “SOPHISTICATED” TELEGRAPH LINE TO
SERVICE THE EASTERN SEABOARD. THE ABOVE COVER WAS RATED “96 cts”.

/8



BAINS ELECTRO - CHEMICAL TELEGRAPH

il 1

- Baiu's Chemioal Telograph. ., _

et e S

| 0’,m 1
- New Dork State Line

.

NN A A A AN AN,
OFFICE, 11 ARCAD
WATERTOWMN [

fuhswel:\j'sﬂréqu illed: }Jlefxsc send
0 )

.~the sam :t0°this office without delay.

ALTHOUGH ALEXANDER BAIN HAD INVENTED A VIABLE TELEGRAPH CONCEPT, THE
MORSE INTEREST BROUGHT SUIT AGAINST HIM FOR AN INFRINGEMENT UPON THEIR
SYSTEM. A CLOSE FRIEND, HENRY O’'REILLY, ENCOURAGED BAIN TO CARRY HIS CASE
TO THE SUPREME COURT. WHEN BAIN AND MORSE SETTLED THEIR PATENT DISPUTE,
O‘REILLY SUBSEQUENTLY RECEIVED SOME VERY PROFITABLE EASTERN CONTRACTS
INCLUDING “THE NEW YORK STATE LINE” ILLUSTRATED ABOVE. THIS COVER POST-
MARKED WATERTOWN, NY HAS A FANCY “PAID 111" COIN CANCEL.,

BAIN’S CONCEPT WAS EMPLOYED FROM 1849 TO 1852.

19



HOUSE’S PRINTING TELEGRAPH

NOVEMBER 24, 1849

IN 1848, ROYAL E. HOUSE OF VERMONT WAS GRANTED A PATENT ON AN INGENIOUS PRINTING INSTRUMENT. INSTEAD OF
RECORDING MESSAGES IN THE FORM OF DOTS AND DASHES THAT HAD TO BE LABORIOUSLY TRANSLATED, HIS PRINTED
DIRECTLY ONTO A PAPER TAPE IN ROMANLETTERS. - -

TYPE "A" TAPE -3 MM. HIGH (CIRCA 1848)

RN, A;\/\«}"\::'\ﬁ( £
“EAGLE CITY : POS Y
_Letters, &c,, served four ! 1’ ;
daily, from Adame’ Express;

.. by the proprietoy¢f
Chestmut 8t by, (B2 BEOL

.$ formerly of

’

BY WIRE TO HOUSE'S TELEGRAPH (PHILADELPHIA)
GIVEN TO EAGLE CITY POST - ADDRESSEE

20




HOUSE‘S PRINTING TELEGRAPH

case answer zmmedwtely e L T EE&@%@@’J
o mcm‘ and RELI.&BLE: Hae ¢y 7
Buf.a!o. and intetmediage ﬂa:, ‘vy K,

3 ]
~\“ ‘jsﬂ B oﬁ‘.ﬂn *

%@ - VAN DYIIE BUILDING, :
Zonth Fast sommer of THIED & CHESTNUT Streets

Re encfmeai u/ow rccewed Da%e)é/y/ //M*/ M//%W ﬁgﬁ

TYPE "C"TAPE - 2'1/2 MM. HIGH (CIRCA 154)
{SMALLER AND SHARPER)
‘. "

“HOUSE’S CIGHTNING PRINTING THLEGRAPL.”

New York, Central New Jersey, and Pennsylvania Company’s Line,

Conncectivg with the Northern,
Eastern. and Canadian Lines. at
New York city, with the Southern,
Western, and Pennsylvania Lines,
at Doy.cstown and Baston—the
latter connection ineluding all
the towns on the Susquehanva
river aod its branches--making

the cheapest, most expeditious,
and rellable series of telegraphle
connections now existing.
Cavtron.—Write plain; apswer.
quick ; pre-pay; use no figures ;
give name, street, and number in
full of the party addressed. The
sbove is 1or our mutual henefit,

~A

A A

NPV VN

RETURN AN ANSWER BY THE BEARER.

LV DE S %
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| HOUSE’S NEW YORK & WASHINGTON LINE

, . | JUNE 17, 1854

‘II‘L

Mensnges (yar ,..‘m.&g%ﬁ alt’ é;lrism’!ﬂzﬁ. '; Seated and mendaéf

,a‘?“

OFFICES. } EW-YGRK OFFIGE,‘?I Wall St. J L,
’lzdm.d'bhum, — — - E'ﬂt'
=t corner od and/, / SR oy o y . -3 S 18 La.ltimme St,teeet.

“’ashi‘\.g 0Ty D.

T O QAL C I & cC ] RATIONAT HOTFL,
d o LA O entmnce from 6th Szteed -

fﬂ}“%a/ J(%FWW
/f%lu'f /,//‘57/

8Y WIRE NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK
U.S. MAIL, NEW YORK CITY, NEWYORK — LONDON, ENGLAND

24¢ RATE U.S. — ENGLAND (U.S. INLAND 5¢; AMERICAN PACKET 16¢; BRITISH INLAND 3c)

e : = «ﬂ'

mmm e
]
'8

dilliﬁu*ﬁlm

OFFICES. »I Philadelphia Office, N. E. Corner of Thxrd & Ch&stnut 8ts. | O’—‘

NEW-YORK, — 2
21 WALL STREET. @ 131 alum( Ql‘.\'
i B : , wné'mx@
. B i

PATERSON, ®.J. NWiD.C.
" Natioh

8

. s, tely =
Telegraph Building . gz , : » Entranes g 0tH H
TRENTON, K. J. b A M WILMING Yo

State ££., opposite the
Post Office.

, &, K. cornde of 3
. ~ S Market Bta.
i —_ L .; :

THIS ILLUSTRATED MASTHEAD IS SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT THAN THE UPPER COVER.
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WADE’S TELEGRAPH

WADE TB&BGQIPD“

DN CONNECTING EVERY

@ity and Billage i the anxtph Stotes ond Fritish C{émmm%

i v

TR A D TR
E&&_J. AND @LLJ.T”“D'LFE ’_anInuC‘@ APH

CONNECTED WITH SPEED & CORNELL’S LINES,
FTORMING A DIREUT COMMUNICATION WITH! . 1’(‘@

AND MOST PRINCIPAL PLACES IN THE U. S§. AND CANADA. ¢

B
H

B

&

i<y

.. .

ost mistakes is traced . :
t in answer to those

kse of complaint to the

HIGH ST,

JEPTHA H. WADE WAS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT FIGURES IN EARLY TELEGRAPH
HISTORY. HIS SHREWDNESS AND INGENUITY HELPED HIM TO BE APPOINTED THE FIRST
PRESIDENT OF "“WESTERN UN[ON".

THE CENTER FORM INDICATES HIS CLOSE ALLIANCE WITH EZRA CORNELL, JOHN SPEED
(AND SAMUEL MORSE).

z8
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SPEED’S

) EASTERN, WESTERN AND SOUTHERN TELEGRAPH LINE

CIRCA 1848

BY WIRE - TO SPEED’S TELEGRAPH DETROIT, MICHIGAN
PLACED IN U.S. MAILS - ELMIRA, NEW YORK

JOHN J. SPEED, JR. AFFILIATED HIMSELF WITH SAMUEL MORSE IN THE MID IB40°S. HE CONDUCTED TESTS IN
1847 BETWEEN CLEVELAND AND BUFFALO WHICH WERE TO THOROUGHLY CONVINCE MCRSE THAT "SOUND
TELEGRAPHY" WOULD BE MORE EFFICIENT THAN ANY OF THE OTHER POSSIBLE AVAILABLE TECHNIQUES.
SPEED OPERATED A NUMBER OF "MORSE® EQUIPED COMPANIES IN THE MID- NCRTHERN PART OF THE
COUNTRY FROM ABOUT 1848 TO 1855.

THIS IS THE ONLY RECORDED TELEGRAPH COVER WITH A PAIR OF 1847 STAMPS AFFIXED.

24



SPEED’S TELEGRAPH OFFICE

CIRCA 1848

JOHN J. SPEED, JR. AFFILIATED HIMSELF WITH SAMUEL MORSE IN THE MID 1840'S. HE
CONDUCTED TESTS IN 1847 BETWEEN CLEVELAND AND BUFFALO WHICH WERE TO
THOROUGHLY CONVINCE MORSE THAT “SOUND TELEGRAPHY"” WOULD BE MORE EFFI-
CIENT THAN ANY OF THE OTHER POSSIBLE AVAILABLE TECHNIQUES. SPEED OPERATED
A NUMBER OF “MORSE" EQUIPPED COMPANIES IN THE MID-NORTHERN PART OF THE
COUNTRY FROM ABOUT 1848 TO 1855.

25
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L SPEED’S L
- BBIB AND BICHIGAY TELBGRARE BING.
- FROM BUFFALO TO MILWAUKEE. =

Ay

SPEED'S TELEGRAPH LINE WAS EVENTUALLY CONSOLIDATED WITH VARIOUS OTHERS
INCLUDING “ERIE & MICHIGAN" WHICH IN ITSELF WAS ONE OF THE TWO COMPANIES
THAT WERE MERGED IN 1856 TO FORM “THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY".

PREPAID BY WIRE - DETROIT
U.S. MAIL, DETROIT - ELMIRA, NEW YORK

26




ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH COMPANY

THIS COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED APRIL 11, 1849. THE MESSAGES WERE RECEIVED
BY WIRE AND POSTED AT QUINCY, ILLINOIS.

27



QUINCY TELEGRAPHY

QUINCY, ILLINOIS

g
|

EARLY INDEPENDENT P»!HDWES"%" i

HOTCHKISS' LINE

CIRCA 1851

THIS COMPANY WAS HERETOFORE UNRECCORDED; ABOVE 18 THE LISTING QORY

28



ADAMS EXPRESS COMPANY

R 4

A7 /4
- 5 7 .
‘ / L G s 7 e
F AT . Py~ -
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BY TELEGRAPH - PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
ADAMS EXPRESS COMPANY - ADDRESSEE

“3" IS EVIDENTLY A LOCAL DELIVERY FEE. IT IS UNUSUAL IN THAT MOST LOCAL FEES WERE
ONE OR TWO CENTS.
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LYNCHBURG AND ABINGDON TELEGRAPH COMPANY

BY WIRE - ' LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA
U.S. MAIL - ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ESTABLISHED MARCH 15, 1851, THIS COMPANY RAN THROUGH THE WESTERN VIRGINIA
FARMING COUNTRY TO RICHMOND. IT WAS LEASED TO THE AMERICAN TELEGRAPH
COMPANY DECEMBER 28, 1859.




ANNAPOLIS TELEGRAPH COMPANY

ifice Dunapolis Telegraph Company,

THIS SMALL COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED FEBRUARY 27, 1861 IN MARYLAND. THE ABOVE
TELEGRAM SURELY MUST HAVE BEEN ONE OF ITS FIRST AS SOME TIME HAD TO PASS BE-
TWEEN INCORPORATION AND THE OPENING OF ITS OFFICES. “HARNDENS EXPRESS” BELOW
THE SIGNATURE PROBABLY REFERS TO THE TELEGRAPH OFFICE LOCATION. THE COMPANY
WAS SOLD TO “WESTERN UNION" IN 1871.

3/ ' .



AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY

SEPTEMBER 25, 1848

J. Robinson, Print. K . . ' i . ;

NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK - BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

THIS HITHERTO UNREPORTED COMPANY IS NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH A COMPANY OF
THE SAME NAME WHICH WAS ORGANIZED IN 1855.

AS IT HAS NOT BEEN MENTIONED BY MORSE, BAIN OR HOUSE, THIS WRITER WQOULD
SURMISE THAT THIS COMPANY WAS AN EARLY O'REILLY EXPERIMENTAL LINE.

THIS IS THE ONLY RECORDED COVER OF THE COMPANY,

22




VERMONT AND BOSTON TELEGRAPH LINE

DECEMBER 18, 1850

OFFICE,

Cheney & Co's

Express.

BY WIRE PER VERMONT AND BOSTON TELEGRAPH COMPANY TO WATERBURY, VERMONT
U.S. MAIL, WATERBURY, VERMONT - SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETS

INCORPORATED IN 1848, THE VERMONT AND BOSTON COMPLETED 228 MILES OF LINE IN
1850 AND USED THE BAIN ELECTRO - CHEMICAL INSTRUMENTS. THE COMPANY DID NOT
HAVE A TELEGRAPH OFFICE IN WATERBURY, VERMONT PER SE; RATHER, IT USED THE
EXPRESS OFFICE OF ONE OF ITS INCORPORATORS, BENJAMIN P. CHENEY.

332




VERMONT & BOSTON TELEGRAPH LINE

IN 1851 THE 'COMPANY SHIFTED ITS ILLUSTRATED MASTHEAD TO THE LEFT CORNER OF
ITS ENVELOPES. TARIFF RATES WERE A MINIMUM OF 25 CENTS FOR 10 WORDS PLUS 2

CENTS FOR EACH ADDITIONAL WORD.

54




VERMONT AND BOSTON TELEGRAPH

BY TELEGRAPH
U.S. MAIL

BY TELEGRAPH
U.S. MAIL

- BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT
- WILMINGTON, VERMONT
THIS IS THE ONLY RECORDED COVER OF THIS STYLE.

— " WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VERMONT
- QUEECHY, VERMONT

35




VERMONT AND BOSTON TELEGRAPH
APRIL 22, 1854 (ENCLOSURE)

A e
o N T e

WEST RANDOLPH - BY WIRE - WEST LEBANON, NEW HAMPSHIRE

PLACED IN U.S. MAIL - - SNOWS STORE, VERMONT
1 CENT 1851 TYPE IV POSITIONS 65-67 L1L

GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY
ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH

¥ A f koY £ oy f ot ¥ o
M - O_Lul.h_/_mﬁ%f'ly

. S . . . P |
GORHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE - WHITEFIELD, NEW HAMPSHIRE

THIS COVER APPARENTLY ILLUSTRATES A PRIVATE RAILROAD TELEGRAPH. IT IS THE ONLY
RECORDED COVER.

26




VERMONT AND BOSTON TELEGRAPH CO.
WELLS, FARGO & CO.

nessage.

.n’ All messages smctly conﬁdenti IR
Oﬂ‘we hou\s from 8 A M. toSP. M.

! FROM MANOVER TO
5——8 Montpeher, . i
Waterbury,
Buthngton,
Essex, Vt.,
1St.:Albans, -
31 Swanton, - .
-3{Rouse’s Point, ;
Chateaugay,
Malone, .

Potsdam Sta io!

~4| Montreal,’,

- -4|Bradford, :

Ogdensburvh
St. Johns,’ "
St Lamberl:s,

St T ohnsbm‘y
Wells River,

W R Junctxi)n,

; 60-—4 Wmdsor,

U953 Ho]yoke
5—35

. FROM HANOVER'TO '
1 256-=3

60—4 Claremont " 2523
60—4 ;.prmgﬁeld Vt 953
604 Cha.rlesbown,N H. 303"
60—4| Bellows Palls, -
75~—4|Brattleboro,
25--3|Greenfield, Mass.: 3t
25—3 Norbhampton‘ M

EVIDENTLY, THE VERMONT AND BOSTON TELEGRAPH COMPANY HAD A WORKING AR-
RANGEMENT WITH WELLS, FARGO & CO. AT SOME POINT, THIS MESSAGE WAS GIVEN TO
THE TELEGRAPH COMPANY WHICH TRANSMITTED THE MESSAGE TO THEIR HANOVER,
NEW HAMPSHIRE OFFICE “FREE FOR C.F. LATHAM (AGENT) OF WELLS, FARGO & co.
NEW YORK".

7



VERMONT AND BOSTON TELEGRAPH CO.

IN 1856 AT ITS BOSTON JUNCTION, THE VERMONT AND BOSTON TELEGRAPH JOINED WITH
THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE MORSE AND BAIN LINES ALONG THE NEW YORK - BOSTON
ROUTE. BOTH THE NAME AND ENVELOPE STYLE WERE CHANGED,
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NEW YORK STATE LINE

Yeemont & Boston Telegragh Company

BOSTON,MONTREAL & OGDENSBURGH;
ALSO, SPRINGFIELD AND $T. JONUNSBURY ;

AND INTEXMYEDIATE PLACES.® WITH COMNECTIONS TO ALL PARTS OF TBE CNI

e b i o P S P A A P e

D ETATEE AND CAMATA
TERMY AND CONDITIONS CN WHICIH MESSAGES ARE RECELVED EY $HIN COMPANY FOR TRANSMISSION.
The public are notified, thut in order to guard against mistukes in the transmission of messs
ssuge of importance ought to be repeated, by being sent back from the station ot w

ived to the station from which it is originally seut.

wission will be charged for repenting the messuge.
Lsakes or delnys in the transmission or delivery of unrepeuted mes;
may aris® nor will it be responsible for damages arising from mi

3
‘Lhis company will not be respor

res,

Helf the usuul price for tra
ble for mis-
from whatever cause they
es or delays of a repeated

wessage, beyond an emount ¢

ceeding one hundred times the smount paid for sending the micssuges

nor will it be responsible tor deluys nrising frominterruptionsin the working of its ‘Lelegrapis, nor
for any mistake or owmission of uny other Company over whose lines the message is to be seat o
Teach1ts pluce of destination. Al messages will herveafter be received by this Conpany for trans-
ission, subject to the above conditions.

G- W. GATES, Sup't.

G. G. BENEDICT, Pres't.

PV

THIS COVER AND MESSAGE FORM ILLUSTRATE THE LAST USAGES OF THE O'REILLY LINES
AND THE BAIN INSTRUMENT.
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OSWEGO AND SYRACUSE TELEGRAPH
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PITTSBURG(H), PENNSYLVANIA  — BY WIRE -  OSWEGO, NEW YORK
OSWEGO, NEW YORK — (PROBABLY BY WIRE) — SACKETS HARBOR, NEW YORK
SACKETS HARBOR, NEW YORK — U.S.MAIL — BROWNSVILLE, NEW YORK

THE MOST POSITIVE - REFERENCE TO THIS LITTLE KNOWN AND SURELY SHORT LIVED
COMPANY WAS BY JAMES REID IN “THE TELEGRAPH IN AMERICA’ 1879. HE NOTED
THAT THEODORE FAXTON, PRESIDENT OF “NEW YORK, ALBANY AND BUFFALO LINE".
PURCHASED RIGHTS TO THE MORSE PATENT BETWEEN OSWEGO AND SYRACUSE MAY 7,
1849. MOST CERTAINLY THERE WAS A WORKING ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO
LINES. :
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ATLANTIC AND OHIO TELEGRAPH COMPANY
CIRCA 1847

THIS WAS HENRY O'REILLY’'S KEYSTONE COMPANY CONNECTING PHILADELPHIA WITH THE
GREAT LAKES THROUGH PENNSYLVANIA.

SEEING THE VALUE OF CONNECTING THE GREAT LAKES WITH THE EAST, ON JUNE 13, 1845, HE
"“ENTERED INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE MORSE PATENTEES FOR EXTENSION OF THE MORSE
TELEGRAPH OVER A REGION TERRITORY WIDER AND MORE VALUABLE THAN ANY WHICH HAD
YET BEEN CONTEMPLATED.” JOSEPH D. REID, “THE TELEGRAPH IN AMERICA" 1879.

OCTOBER 26, 1848

4/
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ATLANTIC, LAKE AND MiSSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH RANGE

; PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA — CINCINNATI, OHIO




O'REILLY TELEGRAPH

THIS 1851 COVER DOES NOT SHOW ANY INDIVIDUAL COMPANY AFFILIATION ALTHOUGH
A MATCHING "“OHIO, INDIANA AND ILLINOIS” FORM WAS ENCLOSED.
THE AFFIXED LABEL WAS PREVIOUSLY UNREPORTED.
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O’RIELLY NATIONAL TELEGRAPH
(NOTE THE MISSPELLING OF O'REILLY)

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA - BY WIRE -
U.S. MAIL, MADISON, INDIANA (ABOUT 15 MILES) -

THE COMPANY WAS LEASED TO WESTERN UNION IN 1864.
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ATLANTIC, LAKE & MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH
FORMERLY KNOWN AS O'REILLY LINE

Aluntic, Laked Al ississippi@elegragh
'LAEE ERIE LINE.

(USING MORSE'S PATENT.)'

Office next door to Farmers’ and Mechanics’ Bank, opposite Masonic Hall.

"I Please write plainly—use no figures—answer quickly—give full address. Despatches delivered
within city lbmits, promptly, and without extra charge. All despatches strictly confidential. Despatches
left at the office between the hours of 7 o’cloclk A. M. and 9 P./M., will be punctually forwarded.

= — ,.;//

@eh&o‘w

e ﬁ%wwy @d/&a%&g ewas /}wa‘ emwea,/ at thio q}%&a, g&daa,/

7o

A

A e A

N

| ke ant FHizsisaipg; o
AeL AL ! )
%\;\m

FORMERLY KNOWN AS OREILLY LINE.

Oflices 1st door North of Farmers® & DNMechanics’ Dank, and oppesite BLi. O, XH.R. Derot, Deiveit

CLEVELAND, OHIO _ - DETROIT, MICHIGAN
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SUSQUEHANNA RIVER AND NORTH AND WEST BRANCH TELEGRAPH COMPANY

JULY 28, 1851

194%, é/

Necr_

%%%‘%&%%% SOHITRY Y,

Please answer immediately to prevent an
annoyance to your coxJ'TrespIc))ndenb 7 } DELIVERY FREE.

My Mg o
QZQ/ MA/;/ :

fin =~ b

2-5%

S 155/

D
&

THIS LITTLE KNOWN COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED APRIL 9, 1848 AND WAS LATER
LEASED TO THE AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY IN 1865.

THE KEYBOARD TYPE ON “TELEGRAPH COMPANY' SUGGESTS A LINK WITH THE HOUSE
PRINTING INSTRUMENT.

Y6



NEW YORK & NEW ENGLAND UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY

IN 1851, THERE WERE SIXTY-SEVEN LINES USING MORSE INSTRUMENTS IN THE UNITED
STATES HAVING 20,000 MILES OF WIRE; SEVEN BAIN LINES HAVING OVER 2,000 MILES
OF WIRE; AND EIGHT HOUSE LINES HAVING ABOUT 3,000 MILES OF WIRE. USING BOTH
MORSE AND BAIN STRUMENTS, SERVICE BECAME MUCH IMPROVED AND THE LINE PRO-
SPERED. THE EMBOSSED COVER BOASTS OF “FIVE WIRES BETWEEN NEW YORK AND
BOSTON."”




THE UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY

2

BETWEFN

HEW YORK AND B@STG%@

AND INTERMEDIATE STATIONS, ﬁ;@ "
Gonmmtnvr thh the Principal Cities and Towns in the Umtc& States umi (anadas.

TO THE TELEGRAPHING PUBLIC.

Please write plnmh answer quickly ; PRE-PAY ; use no figures except dates—they cost more; give name,
street and number of the party addressed, 1o insure prompt delivery; also your own zddress’ under your
mignature ; no charge for address and mgnnmre The zbove is for your safetv, as well as our convenience.

CHAS. F. WOO0D, Supt. B, M. SCH]EPFB 1 Pn’e’t

P A A A A A N A A AN A S A AN A TN NN LN SN AN NN NSNS A S AN PN,

OFFICE, CORNER OF MAIN AND CEI‘JTRA? STREETS
\ @ac‘ar/ % /)%W ,?’(955

oo]@ck, mm.@ ‘

Rec'D, Falﬁ[iz’w

SITY 4T

Ldlveliy »Jii.uj

: C(‘l’a‘\'LR ();

-

will

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS - BY WIRE - FALL RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS
FALL RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS - US.MAIL - PORTSMOUTH, RHODE ISLAND

THE MORSE AND BAIN LINES BETWEEN NEW YORK AND BOSTON WERE CONSOLIDATED JULY 3,
1852 INTO THE NEW YORK & NEW ENGLAND TELEGRAPH COMPANY, COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE
“UNION TELEGRAPH". THE UNION TELEGRAPH WAS EVENTUALLY ACQUIRED BY THE AMER-
ICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY.



UNICN TELEGRAPH LINE

EAST-WEST CONSOLIDATION OF AMERICAN-CANADIAN BORDER FRANCHISES.

"9




NATIONAL TELEGRAPH
NEW ORLEANS & OHIO & NATIONAL LINES
AND
PEOPLE’S TELEGRAPH COMPANIES

NS (s /—'"r’
_THE m’rx\)
THE UNITED

C\qéwp Vi @Blggrupb @mnpuniw.@

Connecting with all the Principal Cities and Towns in the United States,
Canada, and Nova Scotia.

SN M SN A
.Nashville, JMWC 5 == 1855~

r

13
& Oftice on Gmﬁ StreET, between ‘Cherry Street and the Square. &8

SAVANNAH, GEORGIA - BY TELEGRAPH - NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE - U.S. MAIL (15 MILES) - FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE

COMPRESSION OF THE O'REILLY EMPIRE

50



NATI ONAL TELEGRAPH.

. NRW YORK, PHILABBLERIA,

The United B ORLBANS & QHUS & Teoples

ST.LOUIS, INDIANA & LAKE ERIE
TELEGRAPH LINES,

~ CORNER OF THIRD AND MAIN STREETS,
DATYTTON, Ohio.

- Haven, print.




NEW YORK ASSOCIATED PRESS, TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY

JULY 25, 1853

THE INCORPORATION DATE OF THIS SURVIVING COMPANY IS APPARENTLY 1850.
GEORGE BARTLET PRESCOTT IN HiS “HISTORY, THEORY AND PRACTICE OF THE ELEC-
TRIC TELEGRAPH’ 1860 WROTE: “SUBSEQUENTLY TO THE FORMATION OF THE NEW
YORK ASSOCIATION, NEARLY ALL THE DAILY NEWSPAPERS IN THE UNITED STATES
BECAME ASSOCIATED WITH IT. EVERYTHING OF INTEREST OCCURRING IN EVERY
PART OF THIS COUNTRY IS TELEGRAPHED AT ONCE TO THE GENERAL OFFICE IN NEW
YORK, COPIES BEING DROPPED AT ALL INTERMEDIATE POINTS ON THE ROUTE, AND
THE OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY BEING SUPPLIED FROM THE CENTRAL OFFICE.”
THE HOUSE INSTRUMENT WAS EMPLOYED FOR TRANSMITTING REPORTS.

Lo
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THE NOVA SCOTIA TELEGRAPH COMPANY

Dorchester

Sackville

l-_?

St. Stephens> ~
‘Calais

4
: m]m are wqmn” ¢ dnlwonc% ‘and gooy
i ’falth in the trmmmqsxon of mmnmmomtun, the ovder of thcn' receipt at the
'-"uso\. it ensure. the safe and-’
':gvs o :
ich 1o Telig

IN THE EARLY 1850'S, THIS SMALL CANADIAN COMPANY WAS THE EASTERNMOST LINK TO EURO-
PEAN NEWS WHICH ARRIVED AT HALIFAX VIA STEAMER. THE LAST SENTENCE OF THE FORM
ILLUSTRATES THE TOTAL TELEGRAPH SYSTEM AND ITS DEPENDENCE UPON THE POSTAL SYSTEM

&
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THE NOVA SCOTIA TELEGRAPH COMPANY

BY WIRE - ' SHELBURNE, N.S.
YARMOUTH, N.S. FEB 8, 1856 - DIGBY, N.S. FEB 8,1856
NEW BRUNSWICK - ROCKPORT, MAINE FEB 22,1856

BY WIRE - INDISTINCT MARKING, FEB 8,1858
LOCKS ISLAND N.S. FEB 18,1858 - BADDECK, MARCH 1,1858
STANNS, MARCH 2,1858 - CAPE BRETON ISLAND, MARCH 11,1858

( SOME TRANSIT MARKINGS ARE ON THE REAR OF THESE COVERS)
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MAINE TELEGRAPH COMPANY

THIS MORSE AFFILIATED. COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED AUGUST 10, 1848.

IT WAS

THE IMPORTANT LINK WHICH BRIDGED THE HALIFAX STEAMSHIPS TO BOSTON. [N

1855 IT WAS LEASED TO THE AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY,

SE




MAINE TELEGRAPH COMPANY

Maine Telegraph,

BOSTON, PORTLAND, BANGOR AND CALAIS, WITH INTERMEDIATE STATIONS.

Connecting with lines to all parts of the United States and British Provinces.
A A VT VN N

If an error occurs in the transmission of any dispatch over the lines of this
Company or if one is unreasonably delayed, the tolls thereon will be refunded ;
but the Company will not be responsible bevond the exercise of good faith and
the amount of tolls received, nor will it be in any way responsible for errors or
faults of lines not its own, and over which it has no control.

JAS. EDDY. Sup't.

Office in Portland,--Corner of Middle and Exchange Streets.
Office in Boston,---Traveller 1‘/311% lings, 31 State Street.

AA VNS 2 Y N NN S N NSNS

/e
‘gm\ﬂm\‘\&\)) N 5//_

e TRLEmN,,

@ Union St., Portland.

e K e £

THE ORIGINAL PATENT FOR THIS COMPANY WAS GRANTED TO JAMES EDDY, THE SEND-
ER OF THE COVER. INTERESTINGLY, ONE OF THE FEW MESSAGES TO EUROPE BY THE
SHORT-LIVED ATLANTIC CABLE OF 1857 CARRIED THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIS DEATH
DESCRIBING HIM AS “THE FIRST AND BEST TELEGRAPHER IN THE UNITED STATES".
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KENNEBEC TELEGRAPH

Hewnehee @elzgmglg.v

Connecting with lines to all parts of the United States and British Provichx,..

%yzw/(z/ / ................ /f 7 f’:fy

AS THE MAINE TELEGRAPH COMPANY WAS GEARED. TO COASTAL SERVICE AND EURO-
PEAN NEWS, THIS SMALL COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED AUGUST 28, 1850 PRIMARILY
FOR INLAND SERVICE. IT WAS ACQUIRED BY WESTERN UNION IN 1870.
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THE MONTREAL TELEGRAPH COMPANY

THIS MORSE FRANCHISE WAS ORGANIZED IN 1847 AND INITIALLY OPERATED FROM TORONTO
TO QUEBEC. IT WAS THE MOST POWERFUL CANADIAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY AND ENJOYED A
CLOSE RELATIONSHIP FIRST WITH THE NEW YORK ALBANY AND BUFFALO TELEGRAPH COM-
PANY AND LATER WITH WESTERN UNION.




CANADAIGUA AND ELMIRA TELEG:RAPH

OCTOBER 27, 1858

\N T

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK - PENN YAN, NEW YORK

CANADA GRAND TRUNK TELEGRAPH

CIRCA 1854

IMCORPORATED MOVEMBER 24, 1852, THIS COMPANY RAK FROM MONTREAL TOQUEBEC
AND THEN HORTH. IT WQS 80LD TO THE MONTREAL TELEGRARH COMPANY APRIL 18, 1857
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ALTA CALIFORNIA TELEGRAPH COMPANY

e L a
i

BY WIRE - AUBURN, CALIFORNIA
U.S. MAIL _ - BARNARD, VERMONT

THE ALTA CALIFORNIA TELEGRAPH COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED OCT. 14, 1854. IT
ERECTED A LINE FROM SACRAMENTO TO NEVADA CITY, CALIFORNIA. THIS WAS EX-
TENDED TO ALL THE PRINCIPAL MINING TOWNS AND TO SAN FRANCISCO WHERE IT EN-
GAGED IN COMPETITION WITH THE CALIFORNIA STATE TELEGRAPH COMPANY.
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CALIFORNIA STATE TELEGRAPH COMPANY

‘ OCTOBER 2, 1854

g

iz

Sy
e

e
e ‘ﬁ?& 4

2icE

THIS “PROVISIONAL’” TYPE COVER BELONGS TO THE CALIFORNIA STATE TELEGRAPH COM-
PANY WHICH WAS THE ONLY TELEGRAPH COMPANY OPERATING IN SAN JOSE IN 1854.

e/l




CITY & SUBURBAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY

c1TY TELEGRAp,

Telegraph Station in the United States and Canada. 8™ This line receives daily at its office, 21 ¥Wall $treet. and dis-
tributes, nearly all.the Telesraphic Dispatches coming from otber eities, ete., for the City of New-York, above Canal Street, and

noon or evening, ard receiving repliesin time for early business hours in the morning.

21 WALL STREET, NEW-YORK HOYEL, ) ]
" 721 BROADWAT. BROOKLYN,

METROPOLITAN HOTEL, | MADISON SQUARE P. O, | ¢or MONTAGUE & COURT.
- Down 8rarrs. : BrOADWAY AXD 22D STREET. A ) .

42.%

S eveeserdoaa Charge.. ..

g S

In immediate communicalion with different parts of NEW-YORK CITY and BROOKLYN, and connecting with every

Brooklyn; aftording merchants, and business men generally, opportunities for telegraphing their correspondents late in the after--

-

ot
8

THE NEW YORK & SUBURBAN PRINTING TELEGRAPH COMPANY WAS ESTABLISHED IN I1855 FOR LOCAL
TELEGRAPH DELIVERY SERVICE IN MANHATTAN, AND EVENTUALLY BROOKLYN. MESSAGE DEPOSI-
TORIES WERE LOCATED IN VARIOUS LOCAL DRUG STORES, GROCERIES ETC. AND WERE REGULARLY
ATTENDED TO BY COMPANY COURIERS, BROUGHT TO ONE OF SEVERAL TELEGRAPH OFFICES, RELAYED
OVER THE LINE TO ANOTHER OFFICE, THEN PERSONALLY DELIVERED TO THE RECIPIENT. THE SOME-
TIMES CALLED ““CITY AND SUBURBAN" WAS THE FIRST PRIVATE TELEGRAPH COMPANY IN THE WORLD
TO ISSUE STAMPS FOR PAYMENT OF SERVICES. THE REQUIRED TARIFF WAS TO BE CUT BY THE USER
AND THEN AFFIXED TO THE MESSAGE. RECONSTRUCTED BELOW IS THE HORIZONTAL LAYOUT OF A

TYPICAL SHEET. THERE ARE NO FULL SHEETS IN EXISTANCE.

o2




PHILADELPHIA, READING & POTTSVILLE TELEGRAPH

. THIS COMPANY OPERATED IN THE 1850'S AND WAS LOCAL IN NATURE.
I

Iphia "

T

T

i
1

#
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THE BRISTOL, WARREN AND PROVIDENCE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

: SEPTEMBER 11, 1855

| BRISTOL, WARREN AND PROVIDENCE
Wagutc Telegrapy Compuny,

. Connecting with the Fastern and Northern Lines to Hulifax, and ‘,‘S’qut/w'm
: L ' ~oand Western Lines. - e

i
'

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS - " BRISTOL, RHODE ISLAND

THIS LOCAL RHODE ISLAND COMPANY OPERATED BRIEFLY DURING THE MID 1850'S.
“MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY" WOULD INDICATE A CONNECTION WITH THE MORSE
PATENT.
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AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY

D7 QrFICE, No. 9 = Washington Building,
'FDIRECT LINES TO “¢ NEW YORK, BOSTON, ALVBANY,-'

TROY, PORTLAND, Me.; ST. JOHN, HALIFAX, AND INTERMEDIATE STATINS AND CONNECTING WITH LINES TO'
"_y()'l.‘llER PARTS OF THE UN ITE D STATES AND BRITISH PROVINCES.

. New York, 21 Wall St . . A.. A. LOVETT, Su 1.

p't.
OFFICES g Boston, 31 State St., Traveller Bmldmga % o
:  Albany, B ank Buil dmg, Broadway. N(?W You, Boston and Albany Du,tr?f.t.v,. . i

AL

LLgr BUILDING, ®
\\: 31 sTATE S

THIS PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND FORM AND BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS COVER ARE EARLY
AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY EXAMPLES. THE BLUE EMBOSSED EAGLE IS 58 x 40 % mm.



AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY

THESE COVERS OF THE EARLY 1860'S ILLUSTRATE THE PRINTING INSTRUMENTS OF
HUGHES, MORSE AND HOUSE, -ALL OF WHOSE SYSTEMS IT WAS ENTITLED TO USE.

CITY OFFICES AT THE PRINCIPAL HOTELS,

i
Rl
il e i

¥

145 Broadway.)

‘STFLOB UIVAIONIVHL T HL IV SEDIJA0 XTI0
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AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY

Oﬂi(, ,s, 13 *nﬁvh F2 A‘vexme, U 3. Ca ;
Z{ IZ ~1d Irmmugﬂ Hotei W% mngmn }.!. {,

If any eivor oceurs in the transmission of any despatch over thc lmeu of this Company. or if any ane i ummcmmbl; dzN
layed, the tolls thereon will he refunded, hut ihe Company will not be respdnsible beyond the exercise of grod f2ith and the
amonnt of tolls received, vor will it be responsible, in any way, fise exrors or fandiz of Hues over which it hm no eonfeol,

Mﬁw i, /W»WM?)

linres

THIS 1864 TELEGRAM WAS SENT TO LT. JASON HALL OF THE Ist MASSACHUSETTS ARTILLERY,
IT IS INTERESTING TO COMPARE THE DIFFERENT “HOUSE" TAPES IN MILLIMETERS.

House’s Printing Telegraph
City and Suburban
American

Tape Width

Letter Height

Letter “5" Width |

25 34
26 V2
18

3
334
3L

234
2 V2
2 3/4

7




AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY
CIRCA 1856

THE AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED NOVEMBER 1, 1855. |T BECAME
THE FIRST SUCCESSFUL CONGLOMERATE, — ACQUIRING 50 OTHER COMPANIES BEFORE BE-
ING LEASED TO WESTERN UNION, JUNE 12, 1866. THESE ARE 56 x 38% MM EMBOSSED EAGLE
STYLE COVERS.

CIRCA 1864

e
P R o
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THE AMERICAN FIRE ALARM AND POLICE TELEGRAPH

e AMERIG
/65 give Alapy, SN
POLICE TELEGRAPH,
Mew oy (>““~/,‘

THIS COMPANY OF THE 1860'S WAS THE FIRST DESIGNED FOR PRIVATE EMERGENCY SER-
VICE TO THE FIRE AND POLICE DEPARTMENTS.



NORTON’'S TELEGRAPHIC ROCMS

THIS COMPANY, AS FAR AS IS KNOWN, WAS A PRIVATE DISPATCH SERVICE FOR PICKING
UP AND DELIVERING TELEGRAMS. IT OPERATED BRIEFLY IN THE MID 1850'S. THE UPPER
COVER 1S ONE OF TWO KNOWN. THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY SIX KNOWN OF THE LOWER
TYPE. BOTH WERE EXPIDITED THROUGH THE POSTAL SYSTEM.




ASTOR HOUSE TELEGRAPH

3

_ OFFICE WITHIN THE HOTEL, T0 THE RIGHT OF THE NAIN ENTRANCE FROM BROADWAY.
© I~ ENTRANCE FOR LADIES AT THE PRIVATE DOOR ON VESEY-STREET. ]

- ASTOR HOUSE TELE(

A OFFICE OF TOE
- AMERICAN, THE NEW-YORK, ALBANY AND BUFFALO,
- " AND THE CITY LINES,
Having direct connection. at established rates, with all parts of the United States and the Canadas ;

* also with the principal Hotels in the upper part of the city, Brooklyn ’
Williamsburgh, Fort Hamilton, and the ’ ’

GENERAL OFFICEy NO. 20 WALL=STREET.

y

gi{gg.’h at the ASTOR HOUSE, .. .~

N

. %@ : ) < ¥R E O, @@,
- ® RIGHT HAND SIDE

9
ENTRANCE T0 THE EXCHANGE ROOM, BROADWAY

-~

APPARENTLY, THIS PRIVATE CONCERN WAS A DISPATCH SERVICE WHICH OPERATED IN
SOME HOTELS WITHIN PARTS OF GREATER NEW YORK CITY. THE FORM INDICATES WORK-
ING ARRANGEMENTS WITH MAJOR TELEGRAPH COMPANIES AS WELL AS THE LOCAL "“CITY"
(AND SUBURBAN).

4




PHILADELPHIA AND WILKESBARRE TELEGRAPH COMPANY

fg%/z////ac/r’//b/ua amdd Willostaine U’ (’/{:(/m/z//, Vo,

DL IDCOCT X LINF IS
TO EASTON, ALLENTOWN, MAUCH CHUNX, WILKESBARRE,
SCRANTON, ELMIRA, BUFFALQO, DUNKIRK, &c.
: . Connecting with Telegraph Lines on the
NEW YORK & ERIF R.R., LAKE SHORE R. R, MICHIGAN CENTRAL, TLLINOTS CRENTRAL,
and other Roads, making this
The most reliahle Telegrapbic Connection from PHILADBLPHIA to the FAR WEST.

Convmunicalions Confidential,
{37 Any remissness in the transmission or delivery of messages will be promptly attended to if
reported to the undersigned. Jo b MINCLJ‘ Sup’t. Laston.

. Oﬂice in Philadely hla, 311 Chestnut Street,

bPCO\D FLOOR, FRONT ROOM.

CONNITG L TN G VU TN

<<%jm// @ ,om/ @/ﬂ/e/m/?ﬁ 5 o / he //(m //ef/

OFFICE IN "H)LAD‘L"H!A

SECOND FLOOR. 311 ﬂhes‘tnuﬁi Street,  rrowmr roowm.

LA P TV A TPV L AP PEATPRLTY LT PLITYLL nt‘l- UL

ZRI A

MAVCH CHUNK, PENNSYLVANIA - PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA

ESTABLISHED IN THE LATE 1840'S, THIS 1858 COMPANY MASTHEAD INDICATED A SPECIAL
ABILITY TO PROVIDE CONNECTING SERVICE TO THE RAILROAD TELEGRAPH COMPANIES
WHICH PROBABLY DID NOT HAVE OFFICES IN EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA. THE COMPANY
WAS ABSORBED BY THE AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY IN 1861.
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THE NEW YORK AND WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH LINE

B |
/// AT </: § /{ U

THE NEW YORK AND WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH LINE WAS WHOLLY OWNED

"BY EZRA CORNELL. FROM JANUARY 1852 TO JANUARY 11, 1853 IT OPERATED

IN COMPETITION WITH THE EXPANSION LINES TO THE GREAT LAKES, IT WAS
THEN LEASED BY THE POWERFUL NEW YORK ALBANY AND BUFFALO AND
EFFECTIVELY REMOVED FROM BUSINESS. AT THE FINAL CONSOLIDATION,
CORNELL INSISTED THAT THE NAME “WESTERN UNION" SURVIVE,
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UNION TELEGRAPH - NEW YORK & MISSISSIPPI VALLEY PRINTING TELEGRAPH CO.

Super

_Frankdin Bﬁildiiigs, eor.

Cleveland "Oﬁiée i

3

d Water Sts. (frst floor

ior an

THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY WAS ORGANIZED APRIL 4, 1856 BY
CONSOLIDATION OF THE ERIE AND MICHIGAN TELEGRAPH CO. WHICH POSSESS-
ED THE MOST STRATEGIC ROUTES TO THE WEST AND THE NEW YORK & MIS-
SISSIPPI VALLEY PRINTING TELEGRAPH CO. WHICH CONTROLLED THE MOST
IMPROTANT MORSE PATENTS.

THE COVER WAS THE FINAL TYPE USED BY NEW YORK AND MISSISSIPPI VALLEY.




WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH

Aot

| , %} Qﬁz%?%cyg{/wﬁz -

THIS “PROVISIONAL' 1856 “WESTERN UNION"” COVER IS OF EXTREME IMPORTANCE BE-
CAUSE IT IS ONE OF A FEW RECORDED. THE PRECEEDING COVER WAS MODIFIED TO
INSERT "“WESTERN” ABOVE THE “UNION TELEGRAPH”. ADDITIONALLY, ""SPEED &
CORNELL" WERE SQUEEZED IN ON THE FOLLOWING LINE,

IT IS INTERESTING " THAT THE FORMER COMPANY MASTHEAD HAD NOT YET BEEN
CHANGED ON THE ACCOMPANYING FORM.
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WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH

CONSOLIDATION OF TEBE

ESTE

E, MORSE, O'REILLY, WADTE, \S}?EED" AND CORNELL LINES.

. PRINCIPAL OFFICES

or THW

Union Telegraph
'AND IT8 CONNEOTIONS.
S g
L;bany., Louisville,
:| Buffalo, ' Milwaukee,
- Boston, ... Montreal,
Baltiriore, New York,
Cincinnati, Oswego, -
Chicago, ~ Philadelp'a
Cleveland, Pittsburgh,
Columbus, Quebee,
Detroit,.  Toronto,
Dayton, Toledo.
5 Dubuque, 8t. Louis;
.,H%ﬂfax,' Sandusky,
,'ﬁg‘m‘nshington, D.0, © ]
D SIEE 7 SH——.

.. DraPATOHRS voR Evzorr,’!
dod DLy Bteamers, from Now:York

}‘Bolhn'. ‘or Halifax.

THIS TELEGRAM IS THE FIRST TYPE WESTERN UNION FORM. IT WAS SENT FOUR
MONTHS AFTER CONSOLIDATION. THE COVER IS THE FIRST "OFFICIAL"” TYPE AND
WAS USED FOR ABOUT ONE YEAR.




WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH CO.

co'NSOL::DATB:D LINES.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS ON WHICH MESSAGES ARE RECEIVED BY THIS CO‘\IPANY FOR TRANSMISSION

‘e notified; tlmt in ardor to guard’ agmnst. e inthet ission of
(hio statlon from which it is originally sent.  Half the usual price for transmission will be charged for rep
of ‘uurepeated: messages, from whatever cause they. may arise;
wo hundred times the-amount paid for sending the message;
whose linc a ‘cssa;zo is to be sent to reach the place of de

; every of importance ought to be repcated, by bring sent back from Lhe stogion at w Lmh u is'to LD OO 1

ing the ge,  This C 2ny will not be responsible for mistakes or delays inihe transmission or deliv
nor will it be responsible for damages or uslng from mistakes or delnys in the transmission or delivery of o repeated message, beyond an’ nmoant exceeding.
nor will it bo responsible for delays arising from interruptions in the working of its Telegraphs, nor for any mistake or umwiun of any o‘hev' Com T OVE
stination. All messages will hemmrlel he received by this Company for transmission, sulject to the aboveé conditions.

I, R. BELWOOD, 8ec'y, Roelu_stcr, MY

S‘I‘AGER Gen. Sup’t, Cleveland, O.

THE 1857 FORM IS THE SECOND TYPE AND SHOWS RECEIPT IN ST. LOUIS BY WIRE. THIS
SECOND TYPE DELIVERY COVER INDICATES THE MESSAGE WAS THEN SENT STAMPLESS
THROUGH THE POSTAL SYSTEM “ACROSS TOWN",
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WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH CO.
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THIS STYLE COVER, IN USE FROM LATE 1857 TO 1861, ILLUSTRATES THE ACQUISITION
OF A SMALL LOCAL TELEGRAPH COMPANY. THE MESSAGE FORM STILL RETAINS THE
IMPRINT OF THE LOCAL COMPANY, BUT THE MATCHING ENVELOPE HAS THE WESTERN
UNION TELEGRAPH MASTHEAD.
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WESTERN UNION AND MONTREAL TELEGRAPH COMPANIES

‘No. 1.1 A Terms and Condition} on which this and all Messages are Received by this Company.

delive
®

- V ¥ z T
To.. N 12 my f A2 AJ

'WESTERN UNION AND MONTREAL TELEGRAPH WMPMEES,‘ ]

Lo T A LV, )

In order to guard agalnst and correct as much as possible some of the errors arising from atmospheric and other causes appertaining to telegraphy, every important message
should be repeuted, by being sent back from the station at which it is to be received to the station from which it is originaIW sent. alf the usual price will be charged for repeating
the message, and-while this Company in good faith will endeavor to send messages correctly and promptly, it ‘will not be responsible for errors or delays in the transmission or

hor tor the non-delivery of repeated messages, beyond two hundred thnes the sum paid for gending the message, unless a special agreement for insurance be made in writing,

monnt of risk specitied on this agreement, and paid at the time of sendix}% the message, Nor will the Com{):\ny be responsible tor any error or delay in the transmission or
Hvery, or tor the non-delivery, of any unrepeated. message, beyond the amount paid for sending the same, unless in like manner specially insured, and amount of risk stated bereon,
and pald for at the time, No liabllity i3 nssumed for errors in cipher or obscure messages; nor is any liability assumed by this Company for any error or negleet by any other Com-
any over whose lines this message may be sent to reach its destination, and this Company is hereby made the agent of the sender of this message to forward it over the lines extend-
ng hevand those of, this Company, No agent or employee is allowed to vary these terms, or make any other or verbal agreement, nor any promise a8 to the thine of performance, and
nojene but a Snperinrondey 1 anthorized to make a specinl agreement for insurance, 7(25 terms apply through the whole course of this message on all lines by which it may he

Tl ) ’
, f}éaﬁ@ o271 Wated // sl 2

). By /}%L(M” c : z@@%/ o 186 L3O .

ﬂ/y ‘%/Z// V% L&ﬂ* NSy

y & A W 2

THIS WAS NOT A COMPANY PER SE BUT RATHER A WORKING ARRANGEMENT
AS THE MASTHEAD OF THE ABOVE FORM ILLUSTRATES.
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RAILROAD TELEGRAPH COMPANIES

BY 1860, MANY RAILROADS HAD ESTABLISHED THEIR OWN TELEGRAPH COMPANIES; SOME
ONLY TO TRANSMIT RAILROAD INFORMATION WHILE OTHERS ACCEPTED PUBLIC BUSINESS, -
PARTICULARLY THAT FROM PRIVATE COMPANIES WITH WHOM THEY HAD TRANSACTIONS.




EASTON, BELVIDERE, WATER GAP & STROUDSBURG TELEGRAPH COMPANY

i JANUARY 9, 1857
I (PENCIL NOTATION ON BACK)

H
1
i

VERY LITTLE IF ANYTHING IS KNOWN A'BOU"I.' THE ORIGINS OF THIS COMPANY WHICH
APPARENTLY OPERATED IN EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA. THE POSTMARK ON THIS COVER

IS “WATER GAP PA, JAN 9”. THERE IS A PENCIL NOTATION “JAN 12, 1857" ON THE BACK
SIDE.

=l
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THIS ILLUSTRATED “MINER"” COVER MAY OR MAY NOT HAVE RESULTED IN A TELEGRAPH i
BEING SENT FROM THE TELEGRAPH OFFICE IN MARYSVILLE, CALIFORNIA. AS IT WAS CAR-

RIED BY PRIVATE EXPRESS FROM THE DIGGINGS AT LONG BAR, IT ILLUSTRATES THE IMPOR-
TANCE OF THE TELEGRAPH TO THE GOLD RUSH.
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OVERLAND BY STAGECOACH

CIRCA 1859

- VIA LOS ANGELES - BUTTERFIELD ROUTE
NATIONAL TELEGRAPH OFFICE, ST. LOUIS, MISSCURI - BY WIRE - ADDRESSEE

SAN JOSE, CALIFORNIA

THIS WEST - EAST COVER CONTAINED A MESSAGE WHICH WAS TRANSMITTED IMMEDIATELY UPON ITS
RECEPTION IN ST. LOUIS BY THE NATIONAL TELEGRAPH COMPANY TO THE ADDRESSEE.

WHILE NOT SHOWN, THE DATING OF THIS COVER IS MOST LIKELY 1859. THE TRANSCONTINENTAL
TELEGRAPH WAS COMPLETED OCTOBER 24, 1861, AND AS THE WIRES GOT CLOSER TOGETHER DURING
1860 AND 1861, IT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN NECESSARY TO EMPLOY THE FULL BUTTERFIELD ROUTE.

NATIONAL TELEGRAPH LINES

THIS O’REILLY CONTROLLED LINE WAS A MAJOR MIDWEST - PHILADELPHIA COMPANY.
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JULY 30, 1861

ir. ‘advanced. Bo- !
teries—Kuled»; !

n w!tll ‘Peaunre-
lmdred ot “Wiseds  mnemn

St ;Lohm, J uly 20th,
ORT. Kmm«y, uly 22d

f* any 1mportance
isions ‘ocinrre

NEWS OF BULL'S RUN; NOTE THE INTERWORKING
OF THE TELEGRAPH AND THE PONY EXPRESS.

ON OCTOBER 24, 1861 THE TRANSCONTINENTAL TELEGRAPH WAS COMPLETED BY
THIS COMPANY . THEN, THERE WAS NO LONGER A NEED FOR THE PONY EXPRESS TO

/2

CARRY NEWS AND IT CEASED OPERATION SHORTLY THEREAFTER.

NEW YORK, ALBANY & BUFFALO TELEGRAPH (C

PRINCIPAL OFFICE, TELEGRAPH BUILDINGS, 145 BROADWAY, COR. LIBERTY ST, NEW-YORK.
Auxﬂlary Offies: St. Nicholas IHotel, I—Indson River Railroad Depots, & Produce Exch:

TERMS AND CONDITIONS ON WHICH MESSAGES ARE RECEIVED BY THIS COMPANY FOR TRANSMISSION.

The public are notified that, in order to guard against mistakes in the transmission of messages, every message of importance ought to be repeated by being sent bael
station at which it is to be received to the station from which if is originally sent. Ialf the usual price for txunqmsnon will be char wed for repeating the message, and
Company will, as heretofore use every precaution to ensure correetness, it will not be responsible for mistakes or delays in the transmission or dchvery of repeated messag
an amount e\cee(lmg five hundred times the amount paid for sending the message, nor will it be responsible for mistakes or delays in the transmission of unrepeated mess
whatever cause they may arise, nor for delays avising from inter ruphorh in the workm«vs of its telegraphs, nor for any mistake or omission of any other company over w)
2 message is to be sent to reach the place of Qestination. All messages will hereafter e received by this company for transmission subject to the above conditions.

JAMES D, REID, Sup’t, Utica, N. Y. THOMAS B, WALKER, Presid

e —F T
‘y’/zaﬁ7(4/<4.,«/5 s-///’)l?/;(/

and ,.{@”ffaln @ I |
PRINC!PAL OFFICr., .
4?1 L AN EARLY EXAMPLE OF THE COMPLETED

TELEGRAPH BUILDING, Xo, 145 BROADWAY, » = G TRANSCONTINENTAL TELEGRAPH.
OPEN A.T A.L]' HOURQ. '

e



SPOOFS!

THE VIGNETTE OF THIS COVER WAS TAKEN FROM THAT OF THE PLACERVILLE AND ST,
JOSEPH OVERLAND TELEGRAPH COMPANY.
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VERMONT & BOSTON TELEGRAPH COMPANY

IN 1863, THE AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY PURCHASED CONTROLLING INTEREST AND
REPLACED THE BAIN EQUIPMENT WITH THAT OF MORSE, VIRTUALLY ENDING ALL COMPE-
TITION BETWEEN THE TWO SYSTEMS.

THESE 1863 AND 1864 COVERS ARE THE LAST TYPE USED BY THIS COMPANY

9
13 3/ »:":Zﬂ‘—sf /é?f
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MORSE’'S AMERICAN TELEGRAPH

THIS LINE CONNECTED WITH THE MONTREAL TELEGRAPH COMPANY AT BUFFALO, N.Y.

SEPTEMBER 4, 1863

CHERRY CREEK, NEW YORK - U.S. MAIL
VIA GRAND TRUNK RAIL'WAY - BRIGHTON, CANADA WEST




CONFEDERATE TELEGRAPH SYSTEM

ALTHOUGH IT IS UNCLEAR AS TO WHETHER THERE WERE ANY PRIVATELY OWNED
TELEGRAPH COMPANIES IN THE CONFEDERACY, ALL WERE UNDER THE DIRECT
SUPERVISION AND CONTROL OF THE CONFEDERATE POSTAL SERVICE. THEREFORE,
IT IS CALLED A TELEGRAPH SYSTEM.

THE POSTAL SERVICE WAS USED TO SEND THE ABOVE COVER TO CAPTAIN T.C. KING FROM MARIETTA TO
ROSWELL, GEORGIA, WHICH IS A DISTANCE OF LESS THAN FIFTEEN MILES. PERHAPS THE "TELEGRAM”
NOTATION IN MANUSCRIPT ENTITLED THIS PIECE OF MAIL TO PRIORITY TREATMENT. THERE PROBABLY WAS
A LACK OF, OR TEMPORARY DISRUPTION OF, THE TELEGRAPH WIRES BETWEEN THE TWO TOWNS.

NOTE: AS THERE ARE ARGUABLY 40 - 60 CONFEDERATE TELEGRAPH
COVERS EXTANT, THEY ALL ARE CONSIDERED “TREASURES".
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CONFEI:)ERATE TELEGRAPH SYSTEM

MAY 13, 1861 -

*

-

GO0+

 TERMS AND CONDITIONS ON WHICH MESSAGES ARE RECEIVED BY THIS COMPANY FOR TRANSMISSION,

The. public are notified that, in order to guar&l¢ ;xga.ins(', mistakes in the r
“‘ot which it is to be received to the station from which it ie- originally sent.::

transmission of messages, every. message of imporfance: ought' to be repeabed by being sen

: ] & back from the ttation
Half the ‘usual price: for transmission.will be charged.for repeating the message; and while this Company, will ag-

retofore, use every precaution to ensure correctness, it will not be responsible for mistakes or delays in thet

nterruptions in the workings of its telegraphs, nor for any

d for sending the message, nor will it be responsible for mistakes or delays in the transmission of unrepeated
mistakes or omission of any other Company over

ransmission or delivery of repeated messages beyond five hundred times the amcurt
messages, from whatever cause they may arise, nor for the delays arising from
vhose lines o mestage is ta be sent to reach the place of destination.. All messages

vill hereafter be received by this Company for transmission subject to the above conditions.

J. KENDALL, Gen’l Sup’t,

@1}3 k»zhcéy\u\f\qx ‘/\nn ' M g[ A

ORID, Pres’t,
145 BROADWAY, N. X.

L

¥, §. SANE
. 3

86, oded,

rmmukz.’.;. K

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

BY WIRE MOBILE, ALABAMA

THE AMERICAN TELEGRAPH LINES FROM RICHMOND, VIRGINIA AND SOUTH WERE REORGANIZED AS THE SOUTHERN
(CONFEDERATE) TELEGRAPH COMPANIES ON MAY 21, 1861. EXISTING FORMS AND COVERS REMAINED IN USE.

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA WAS THE FIRST CONFEDERATE CAPITAL (FEBRUARY 4 - MAY 29, 1861).
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CONFEDERATE TELEGRAPH SYSTEM

AUGUST 20, 1861

o

M et
T e

AGUSTA, GEORGIA
ATHENS, GEORGIA

BY WIRE -
CONFEDERATE MAIL “PAID 5" AGUSTA GEORGIA -

THE NATIONAL POSTAGE RATE WAS 3 CENTS IN 1860; THE CONFEDERATE POSTAGE RATE WAS 5 CENTS
IN AUGUST, 1861 AND 10 CENTS BY AUGUST, 1862. THEREFORE, THIS COVER WAS SENT IN 1861.

ADARNS (SOUTHERN) EXPRESS CO
i

OCTOBER 4, (PROBABLY 1861)

TRT—

AGUSTA, GEORGIA
NORFOLK VIRGINIA

BY WIRE -
ADAMS EXPRESS, AGUSTA, GEORGIA -

THE SOQUTHERN EXPRESS COMPANY WAS STARTED WITH THE PURCHASE OF ALL THE RIGHTS, ROUTES,
EQUIPMENT AND OFFICES IN THE SOUTH FROM ADAMS EXPRESS ON APRIL 8, 1861, FOUR DAYS BEFCRE
THE START OF WAR. THE USE OF THE ADAMS STRIKE ON A TELEGRAPH COVER IS MOST UNUSUAL.

90



T e T

CONFEDERATE TELEGRAPH SYSTEM

THE ABOVE COVER WAS MADE FROM A USED LEGER PAGE.
IT ILLUSTRATES

THE SOUTHERN EXPRESS COMPANY

THE DIRE STRAITES OF THE CONFEDERACY.




/

ginal
willy

pmdyfbr sending the message ; nor will it be responsible for mistakes or delays in the transm n'of unre, 1
‘sages from whatever cause they may arise, nor for deluys arising from interruptions in the workingof its Telegraphs;

" nor for.any mistake or omission of any other Company, over whose lines a message is to be sent to reach the place of

- destination. - L . B .

All messages will hereafter bereceived by this Company for trans

ON MAY 21, 1861 THE CONFEDERATE CONGRESS HAD PASSED AN ACT VOIDING THE RE-
NEWAL OF THE MORSE PATENT, THEREBY DEPRIVING THE SOUTHWESTERN TELEGRAPH
COMPANY OF ALL PATENT PROTECTION WITHIN THE CONFEDERACY.

THIS FORM AND COVER DEMONSTRATE THE DELICATE RELATIONSHIP WHICH ENABLED
WESTERN UNION TO OPERATE WITH THE CONFEDERATE CONTROLLED SOUTHWESTERN
TELEGRAPH COMPANY.
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SHORTLY AFTER THE OUTBREAK OF WAR, CONFEDERATE POSTMASTER GENERAL JOHN H.
REAGEN ASSUMED NOMINAL CONTROL OF ALL TELEGRAPHS IN THE SOUTH.

THIS DOCUMENT ILLUSTRATES HIS WORKING ALLIANCE WITH DR. WILLIAM S. MORRIS, PRESI-
DENT OF THE SOUTHERN (OR CONFEDERATE) TELEGRAPH COMPANIES WHO DESIGNED THE
CONFISCATION OF THE SOUTHWESTERN TELEGRAPH COMPANY IN THE SOUTH.

THIS IS THE INITIAL CORRESPONDENCE WHICH LED TO THE RETURN OF SOUTHWESTERN STOCK
TOITS' STOCKHOLDERS A FEW WEEKS LATER.
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CONFEDERATE TELEGRAPH SYSTEM

otifie i : - ; ; ted by
blic dre. notified that in'order to guard agains ] s 3 ¢ 0 be T pea ¢
ernt back f om the htion at whichr it is 10 be recéi the. from:whi )] ly; he "ﬁeual price:for transmission will be
hilg these bompames wi h ¢ us > 11 nnot be'responsible
or delivery of’ repeated sages beyond : 55} r ng the message, nor will
f.unrej § ) ) may arise, NOr 1 1he de‘laybtnr;)smﬂ frtom
he workings of their Telegraphs; rior 10r any: mistakes or omissions of any: Co 1 er:.whose lines a: message is to sent to
ok A Lmess.wes %’)nu herea,tter be re eived by-the ¢ Co s 1 3 Jectto the above c ndxtions. . .

THERE WAS VIRTUALLY NO CONFEDERATE MILITARY TELEGRAPH PER SE. THEY RELIED UPON
THE PRIVATE COMPANIES TO DO MOST OF THEIR MILITARY TELEGRAPHING. "“THE SOUTHERN
TELEGRAPH COMPANIES” WAS A CONSOLIDATION OF MANY WAR TROUBLED CONFEDERATE
TELEGRAPH COMPANIES AND CONFISCATED NORTHERN OWNED CONNECTIONS. THIS TELE-
GRAM WAS SENT FROM A BATTLE AREA NEAR MILFORD TO COLUMBUS, GEORGIA AND THEN
POSTED (I0c RATE) TO HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA. THE TELEGRAM RATE WAS $2.80 FOR 25 WORDS.

9+




THE ABOVE 1864 CONFEDERATE TELEGRAM WAS SENT BY THE FAMOUS LEADER OF "“PICKETT'S
CHARGE.” "“THE RICHMOND AND DANVILLE RAILROAD TELEGRAPH"” WAS AFFILIATED WITH
THE SOUTHERN TELEGRAPH COMPANY, HAVING BEEN CONFISCATED FROM THE AMERICAN TELE-
GRAPH COMPANY. THE EXPENSIVE RATE OF |5c PER WORD ILLUSTRATES THE ECONOMIC PRO-
BLEMS OF THE WARTIME SOUTH.
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CONFEDERATE TELEGRAPH SYSTEM - :

S AUGUST 27, 1864

ATLANTA, GEORGIA - BY WIRE - SELMA, ALABAMA
SELMA, ALABAMA - BY CONFEDERATE POST - MONTVALLO, ALABAMA

“FRANK WAS KILLED ON THE 24TH. HE DIED AS HE HAD LIVED A HERO”
. TELEGRAPH RATE: “15 (WORDS) 73 (CENTS) PAY 10 (CENTS)

CONSIDERING THE TEXT, PERHAPS THE ADDRESSEE WAS REQUIRED TO CNLY REIMBURSE FOR THE POSTAGE.

9o



PREPARING ESCAPE FROM SAVANNAH

ROBERT E. LEE
GEORGE T. BEAUREGARD

.

PROBABLY DECEMBER 7, 1864

i The pubhc are noﬁﬁed tha.t in order to gnaxd ﬁbamst mista,km m the transpjs
"being sent back from the station at which it is to be received to the station £7
,'_charged for repeating ths massage, and while these Companies will as her*‘o
. for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery of repeated messages beygnd vy Arod gimes the amount §'d for sending
- they be responsible for misiakes or délays in the iransmission of unrepeffed e Khifever canse they ny arige, nor iked
interranptions in the workings of their Telegraphs, nor for any mistakes dr omxssxénb of’ uny other-Company ¢ ose Hines
reach the place of destination. - All messages vull hersafter be racewed by t‘nasezmpames for. transmlﬂsmn s1b} thi

TR, \DOWELL, Gen'l Sup', Richmond, Va. W. 8. ﬂo%mq -_i

0 &1@0:‘!\.11
) “thizanal prife s
A c.mtxcn toinsure ¢or) ctzess, they

/ /%//%w/é/ ()Zya,Zm fé//ﬂf%‘/ %// {ZZ;M
' : ' Ph 222
/'gméw %’477 / '&

N

RELAY BY BRAXTON BRAGG OF “DISPATCH JUST RECEIVED FROM GEN., WHEELER NEAR SYLVANIA,
(GEORGIA) DEC.7 7 AM."”

AUGUSTA, GEORGIA - BY WIRE - CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROCLINA

“DAVIS FOURTEENTH (14TH) CORPS AND KILPATRICKS CALVALRY PASSED DOWN RIVER ROAD YESTER-
DAY — MADE MANY ENQUIRIES RELATIVE TO HUDSONS FERRY."”

GENERAL BEAUREGARD WAS IN OR ABOUT CHARLESTON ON DECEMBER 7TH AND 8TH. GENERAL R’OBERT
E. LEE CONTERSIGNED THE PENCIL RESPONSE: “OPERATOR WI{LL SEND THIS DISPATCH TO GENS. HARDEE
& JONES — IF IT HAS NOT ALREADY GONE TO THEM --- RETURN THIS ONE.

PENNED “COPY OF THIS SENT TO GEN. HARDEE & GEN. JONES 4 PM."”
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UNION TELEGRAPH SYSTEM

=

THE UNION TELEGRAPH SYSTEM WAS COMPOSED OF TWO PARTS. PRIVATE
TELEGRAPH COMPANIES WERE EMPLOYED FOR MANY OF THE NON FIELD OPERATIONS

AND STILL ALL OF THE CIVILIAN NEEDS. THE “UNITED STATES MILITARY TELEGRAPH”
WAS ESTABLISHED FOR BALANCE OF OPERATIONS.

DECEMBER 3, 1861

DEPARTMENT OP -_TI—IE WEST

Céﬁnectiiig Head»-?Qliértersf and;,Govmfﬁmeﬁt :}?"Qfﬁoésf}with all Lines in the United Stéte_s.‘ ;

Operator« in this Department are sworn into the (:overnment servxce, and held strictly accountable to. Mllltary Dlsclplme.
’ OFFICE HOURS, at all puncxpal Statmns—constaut-—«l)'xy -and Night.

GEO. H. SMITH, Supt.

Z/ p 0(:
APl X /(.,./LC. ..... 7807

LDee P 186/

THE UNITED STATES MILITARY TELEGRAPH CORPS WAS A SPECIAL ORGANIZATION, AND ITS MEMBERS WERE
NOT CONSIDERED AN INTEGRAL PART OF THE ARMY EXCEPTING ABOUT TWELVE HOLDING COMMISSIONS. THIS
ENABLED THESE MEN TO OFFICIALLY RECEIVE AND DISBURSE FUNDS AND PROPERTY. THE CORPS WAS NOT
UNDER MILITARY CONTROL PROPER, AS ITS ORDERS CAME DIRECTLY FROM THE SECRETARY OF WAR.
APPROPRIATE ACCOMMODATIONS WERE MADE FOR BATTLEFIELD CONDITIONS
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FOR THE FIRST TIME, VIRTUALLY INSTANT COMMUNI{CATIONS WERE TO BE USED IN WARFARE.
THE TELEGRAM ABOVE, DATED MAY 26, 1862 FROM THE GOVERNOR OF OHIO, CALLS FOR MEN
TO DEFEND THE CITY OF WASHINGTON FROM THE CONFEDERATE ARMY. DURING THE WAR,
MANY WESTERN UNION COVERS FEATURED A “ZEUS" LIKE FIGURE. THE QUALITY OF WARTIME
IMPRESSIONS WAS GENERALLY POOR, - PERHAPS DUE TO SHORTAGES OF HIGH GRADE INK,
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imm mterrnpﬁods in the WO lun
the place oi dostinatmn )
sub_]ect to the above con(litiom .
J'A.MES D RE o, Sup’t, »Utxca, _V’- Y.

ieh it is oricmally sent.”
se_cvery precaution to ensme [ S,
,d an amount exceedmg five hundred tlmes ihe

3 mistake or omission of auy other C mpa.nv

ived by this Company, for §ransmlsswn o
T " . R ERR

If an answer is requlred, please send ‘
it to thls oﬂice mthout delay ;

WITH THE OUTBREAK OF THE CIVIL WAR, THERE WERE A SERIES OF TAXES INTRODUCED IN
JULY, 1862 TO FINANCE THE WAR EFFORT. A 3 CENT REVENUE STAMP FOR MESSAGES COSTING
OVER 30 CENTS WAS TO BE AFFIXED TO THE FORM RETAINED BY THE TELEGRAPH COMPANY
AND EVENTUALLY DESTROYED. THE ABOVE REVENUE STAMP WAS INADVERTANTLY PUT ON
THE DELIVERY FORM (NO. 1) AND PRECANCELLED “AR”, THE INITIALS OF THE SENDER, A, REED.
THE MESSAGE FORM SHOWS THE PROPER “COLLECT'* RATE OF 50 CENTS FOR TEN WORDS PLUS

3 CENTS FOR THE STAMP.

“TELEGRAPH"" REVENUE STAMPS WERE DELIVERED FOR USE BY BUTLER AND CARPENTER ON
NOVEMBER 21, 1862; THE NECESSITY OF HAVING A "TELEGRAPH"” REVENUE STAMP ON A TELE-

GRAPH FORM WAS DISCONTINUED DECEMBER 25, 1862.

THIS DECEMBER 2ND USAGE IS THE ONLY ONE RECORDED ON A COMPANY FORM.
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UNITED STATES MILITARY TELEGRAPH

=

DECEMBER 4, 1862

Sy

L Rwied D b
T Toitizer

“If any one attempts to haul'down the
AwERTCAX Frac, shoot him on ihe spot.”

MAJOR GENERAL JOHN A. DIX TC MAJOR GENERAL ERASMUS D. KEYES.
FIELD TELEGRAMS WERE OFTEN DELIVERED WITHOUT AN ENVELOPE.

GENERAL DIX WAS VERY WELL KNOW FOR HIS PATRIOTIC SLOGAN SHOWN ON THE “FLAG CCVER” AND COIN.

o/
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THIS WAS THE ONLY TELEGRAPH COMPANY KNOWN TO HAVE USED A “PATRIOTIC"
COVER. WESTERN UNION SECURED A TEN YEAR LEASE ON DECEMBER 23, 1863 AND
ABSORBED THIS COMPANY SOON THEREAFTER.
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U:NITED STATES SIGNAL TELEGRAPH

fﬂn:tm o%tateza ﬁxgxml a»ztegmuh,
- Head-Quarters, Ca\rmg of he %utumac

Py

f../ o

UNIDENTIFIED OFFICER TO GENERAL HENRY W, SLOCUM

A SIGNAL TELEGRAPH SYSTEM WITH FLAGS WAS USUALLY EMPLOYED ACROSS
_RIVERS OR BEFORE LINE TELEGRAPH COULD BE IMPLIMENTED; THENCE CARRIED
'BY FOOT SOLDIER, RIDER OR, PERHAPS, EXISTING TELEGRAPH SERVICE.
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UNITED STATES MILITARY TELEGRAPH

ADDED PENCILLED ANSWER FROM CAPTAIN WILLIAM A. TERRY TO MAJOR GENERAL
WASHBURN AT COLLINSVILLE, VIRGINIA. '
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UNITED STATES MILITARY TELEGRAPH

APRIL 27, 1864

Peadgmartevs Depaviment of Washington,

20D ARMY co? '
Washington, D. £, \/1/9 ) 7 7864.

G{l"\/\/{ vt ,/)bu/é ';'L;MJ}-

MI/L’V&L (j/t af;wm
A{u :

oy,

Wil be e watie

phnd Vhﬂ"ﬁﬂ lieee = 1teor

your ol 8 T2 e

THIS APPEARS TO BE A NON-COMBAT INTEROFFICE COMMUNICATION BETWEEN
PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA AND WASHINGTON, D.C.

(085




U.S. MILITARY RAILROAD DEPARTMENT

‘ If an an %m required, please sen

‘it t0 this office w1thout delay:

e

DANVILLE, NEW YORK - ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

BY APRIL 8, 1863, ALEXANDRIA HAD FALLEN TO THE UNION. THIS COVER WAS PROBABLY
CARRIED BY THE POSTAL DEPARTMENT AS PRIORITY MAIL.
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UNITED STATES MILITARY TELEGRAPH

AUGUST 22, 1864 _

i ‘-1?'71

: :" . »]'
i } /’:/jf{/ A j{ ” (/(5’:) )

5--?4%&'&/24.'(;_{;%{

M

'.‘JK

THIS BATTLEFIELD FORM [S MARKED "“10:40 A.M.”. THE BACK SIDE ISPENNED “11:10 A.M. —
GEN. BUTLER: ENEMY HAVE OPENED ANOTHER MORTAR ON US: GOT GOOD RANGE BUT
DISTANCE NOT EXACT. — MAJ. LUDLOW"”

10%



HAGERSTOWN (MARYLAND)
TELEGRAPH COMPANY

JUNE 3, 1862

M/S 14 (WORDS) 47 (CENTS)

THE GOVERNMENT TELEGRAPH LINE

NOVEMBER 24, 1863

THE ORGANIZATION AND STRUCTURE OF THIS
FLORIDA COMPANY IS UNKNOWN TO
CONTEMPORARY STUDENTS. IT IS TENTATIVELY
CLASSIFIED AS AN “INDEPENDENT” BECAUSE
THERE IS NO MENTION OF IT IN GOVERNMENT
RECORDS WHICH HAVE BEEN SEEN . MORE
IMPORTANT, THE “TERMS AND CONDITIONS" ARE
VERY COMMERCIAL AND DICTATE PUBLIC USAGE.

THE TEXT OF THIS MESSAGE IS CLEARLY
MILITARY AND THERE ARE NO NOTATIONS OF
MONIES PAID OR DUE FOR THE THIRTEEN WORDS.
PERHAPS, THE MILITARY HAD SOME SORT OF
“CHARGE ACCOUNT” ARRANGEMENT .




DURING THE WAR THE UNION ARMY OFFICIALLY CONSTRUCTED ABOUT 15,000 MILES OF
TELEGRAPH LINES AND EMPLOYED APPROXIMATELY I500 OPERATORS. THE CONFEDERACY
CONSTRUCTED LESS THAN 500 MILES OF TELEGRAPH LINES AND EMPLOYED 5| ORERATORS.

FEBRUARY 12, 1863

THE MASTHEAD WOULD SUGGEST THAT THIS WAS OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE. -

/09



UNITED STATES MILITARY TELEGRAPH

JANUARY 31, 1864

THIS COVER HAS A MUCH THICKER MASTHEAD THAN THOSE ON THE PREVIOUS PAGE. INTER-
ESTINGLY, THE WRITER, PERHAPS A HOSPITAL PATIENT, REFERS TO GENERAL GRANT AND

“THAT CIGAR"”. THE LENGTH AND STYLE OF WRITING-WOULD SUGGEST THAT THIS WAS A
LETTER SENT ON MILITARY TELEGRAPH STATIONERY.
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“ANDREW JOHNSON, PRES. U.S.”
PASSPORT

'mmm@elegmyh bﬁmwag“

“YOU ARE AUTHORIZED TO VISIT WASHINGTON CITY ON YOUR PAROLE.”

THIS TELEGRAM WAS SENT BY PRESIDENT ANDREW JOHNSON TO THE FORMER GOVERNOR OF
GEORGIA, JOSEPH EMERSON BROWN, WHO WAS |MPRISONED FOLLOWING HIS RESIGNATION OF OFFICE

JUNE 7, 1865. BROWN DID VISIT WASHINGTON iN 1866 AND PROBABLY USED THIS DOCUMENT AS A
“PASSPORT.”

/!




“AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY, SOUTHERN-DISTRICT, UNDER CONTROL AND
SUPERVISION OF THE U.S. MILITARY TELEGRAPH"

CIVIL WAR RECONSTRUCTI:)N PERIOD

Ths pnblic are 1 y ) sages, e"sry me‘tsa-ga of im-wo nee ou s repestod by
bemg sent back from’ the station a ioh it is originally sent.” Half the us ua.l Drice Yor tmmsmission w!ll ke
- charged for repesting the message, and while these Compames will as herefofors usae evary grec&m on to hw ure correciness, they will nos be Tespousinle
,* for mistakes or delays in thé ’nsmlssxon or delivery of repeated messages beyond ive hundred tixes the amounnt paid for sending tha mezsage, nor will

they be responsible for mistakes or delays in the transmission of unrepeated messages, from whataver eanse they may arise, nor the delsys arisiog from
_ interruptions in the workiags of their Telegraphs, nor for n.ngemxst&kes or omissionsof any other Corapany over whoselines a message 13 to be sont to
“ reach the place of destination.: All messages Will hereafter received by these (’cmpauies for irensmission subject to the sbovs conditions,

J. B. DOWEBL “Gen’L Sup’t Blchmomi Va. -~ W.8 MORRIS, Preat Bmhmondv Va

188

@7%.%; 247

: Reﬁceire_d at

| By telegrzz?ﬁ

gmmwn @elegmph @umpamﬁ

SOUTHERIY DISTRICT,
UNDER CONTROL AND SUPERVISION OF U. S. MILITARY TELEGRAPH

Erommmmars

THE FINAL CHAPTER OF CIVIL. WAR TELEGRAPHIC HISTORY IS VIVIDLY ILLUSTRATED ABOVE.
THE U.S. MILITARY TELEGRAPH COMMIiSSION REMAINED IN THE FORMER CONFEDERATE STATES
FOR A BRIEF PERIOD FOLLOWING THE WAR. THE ABOVE TELEGRAM, REQUESTING AN ACCOUNT-
ING OF SEVEN ABSENT COMMISSICNED OFFICERS ALTHOUGH WRITTEN ON A CONFISCATED
SOUTHERN TELEGRAPH COMPANIES FORM, WAS ENCLOSED IN AN AMERICAN TELEGRPAH COM-
PANY ENVELOPE WHICH AT THIS TIME HAD RECOVERED CONTROL OF ITS SOUTHERN ROUTES.
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Every messnge for traps this. Company \n\l ve recew-d o'nly upon the follow: ing conditions, viz:

The Company nor ity fa 1 over its line, beyond the exercise of good faith and due dxlx
gence, and the amount paid for a tra issi And it no ibility for the accuracy or despatch of messages beyond
the terminus of its line. - It will malke, free ot charge, payments to omer lines that are made to this line to cover charges on messa-
ges required to Le delivered to such other lines, - Butit will not refund any such paymeats, on iccount of any neglects or failures,
not eccut ring on this Line, beyond the sums which the Line at fault shall first remnd to this Line,

The address, date and s
words, and should he written 2
All messages to be tran:
Abbreviated words oft
Messengers are allowe
as on the envelopé.
Messages will be trans]
©tae pubhc Press and the publ
All communications muj
for answers, will please say s

All messages will be irg < Corner of St.zte and (‘hapcl Slrects, Vew Haven, Conn.

Every customer will cor
its line of any cause of comply

J. W. LANE

TFhe fa[

day of 67

7

é;/'// D YRV A R i =N SR |
THIS MIDLANTIC COMPANY COMPETED WITH THE AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY WHOSE LINES RAN INTO THE WAR
DEPARTMENT AND WERE DIRECTLY UNDER GOVERNMENT CONTROL. THE “INDEPENDENT” WAS UNDER NO SUCH SUPERVISION.

WARTIME INDEPENDENT COMANIES

ON MAY 18, 1864, THERE APPEARED IN TWO NEW YORK NEWSPAPERS WHAT PURPORTED TO BE AN OFFICIAL
PROCLAMATION SIGNED BY ABRAHAM LINCOLN CALLING FOR A LEVY OF 400,000 MORE MEN AND APPOINTING
MAY 26 AS A DAY OF FASTING, HUMILIATION AND PRAYER. THIS ARTICLE, A FRAUD CAUSED GREAT PANIC.
ALL THE OFFICERS AND MANAGERS OF THIS COMPANY WERE FLACED UNDER MILITARY ARREST AND THE LINE
WAS SHUT DOWN FOR SEVERAL DAYS UNTIL THE CULPRIT WAS CAUGHT.
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CALIFORNIA STATE TELEGRAPH CO.
- WELLS, FARGO & CO. -

0

CIRCA 1865

ALTHOUGH THE TELEGRAM COMMUNICATION WAS FROM OROVILLE TO INDIAN VALLEY,
THE WELLS, FARGO & CO, “PASTE BACK' INDICATES THAT AT SOME POINT IT CARRIED
$140.00 TO THE ADDRESSEE,

/"



DESERET TELEGRAPH COMPANY

- CIRCA 1870'S

THE DESERET TELEGRAPH COMPANY WAS BEGUN IN 1866 PRIMARILY TO LINK SALT LAKE CITY
AND OTHER TOWNS LAYING ON A GENERAL NORTH - SOUTH LINE WITH THE TRANS-
CONTINENTAL TELEGRAPH WHICH RAN EAST - WEST ACROSS UTAH.

EXPANSION OF THE WEST

STEBBINS LINE

ALTHOUGH FEW COVERS HAVE SURVIVED, THIS COMPANY PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE
CONSTRUCTION OF THE TRANSCONTINENTAL TELEGRAPH. W.H. STEBBINS GUIDED CONSTRUCTION FOUR
HUNDRED MILES EAST FROM SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH. MOREOVER, IN 1861, CHARLES M. STEBBINS WAS
PRESIDENT OF THE “MISSOURI AND WESTERN TELEGRAPH", (SOMETIMES CALLED THE {STEBBINS LINE")
WHICH BUILT A SECTION JUST WEST OF OMAHA, NEBRASKA.
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, o
jecial cnutract, in writivg, to insure’ag I and delays in the
cified.:. No other person is authiorized to make a gontract: of Insnra 5

5”Company. send; m“e’ssnges are as’ fnnov‘ hat it'shall not” be- held ‘liable for any. mistakes or delnyn unrepeated m ges, from whnteve [ yma arls 5 nor fot any
of delivery. of repeslod messages, paid for us above mentioned, beyond an’ amount exceeding fifty times the sum so paid. Nor shall they be Leld liable, under any circuimstances, for
v for inben'uptions in ﬂxe workiug of their lines, zor for any mistakes or delays of any. other: Company, ver whose lines any message may: be seat to reach i deannauon.

ﬁ AND DFLIVEREDV‘E TO T OREGOING CONDITIONS.

g HENRY MORGAN, Presxdent, New York. .
)

‘made ot the

% Tt M/( J /5/56
zzz

e

.

Umted States Pac1ﬁc Telegraph Company

Office at Wells Fargo & Co’s.

& 7%,

A
I—

D0 YN

s
4
oo

~d

"OFFICE AT WELLS, FARGO & CO'S.” ILLUSTRATES THE IMPORTANCE OF THE ALLIANCE BE-
TWEEN THE TELEGRAPH AND THE EXPRESS COMPANIES. ORGANIZED IN 1865, THIS COMPANY

WAS ABSORBED BY WESTERN UNION IN 1866. THIS IS PERHAPS THE FINEST OF THE FEW
KNOWN COVERS.

/&



WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY
RUSSIAN EXTENSION

JANUARY 31, 1867

IN THE SPRING OF 1866, WESTERN UNION ATTEMPTED A MASSIVE PROJECT, -TO CONNECT SAN
FRANCISCO WITH ST. PETERSBURG, RUSSIA, A LINKING OF THE CONTINENTS. THE COLOSSAL
EFFORT OF MAN AND MATERJAL WAS DOOMED BY THE SUCCESSFUL LAYING OF THE ATLANTIC
CABLE IN AUGUST 1866. )

THE ABOVE COVER WAS SENT BY POST PER STEAMER FROM SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA TO
PUGET SOUND, WASHINGTON TERRITORY, -TAKING SEVEN DAYS. THIRTY DAYS LATER THE
ENTIRE PROJECT WAS ABANDONED AND MILLIONS OF DOLLARS LOST.
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THE GREAT ATLANTIC CABLE

THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH GOMPANY.

i W NG TERMS:

‘é over the lines of any other Company when necessary

ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COMPANY SUBJECT TO THEQE

To guard agnincr. mistakes, the sender of a message should or er it REPEATED ; that is, telegraphed back | the sender without liability, to forw;
1o the originating office, - Kot re eating, one-half the regular rate is charged in addition. . And itis agreed | to reach its destination.
Detween thie sender of the follow. ‘Ing message and this Company, that said Compsny shall not be liable for Correctuess in the transmission of meages
mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any UNRRPEATED mhs.a%e beyond | by contractin writing, siating agreed amount of risk, and puyment of premium thereon at the following
the amount received for sending the same ; nor for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or rates, in addition to the usual chm—ge for repeated messages, viz. : ove per cent. for any distance not exceed-
for non-delivery, of any REPEATED messano beyond fifty timos the sum received for sending the same, ing 1,000 miles, and two per cent. for any greater distance. No emplovee of the Company is authorized to
ualess specially irlsured’; nor in any case for delays arising from unavoidable mterrugtlons in the working vary the foregoing.
of thelr’l)mm, or for errors in cipher or obscure méssages. And this Company is hereby made the agents of “The C Company will not be liable for damages in any case where the claim is not presented in writing

within sixty days nfter sending the message. -

O 41. PALMER, Secyetary. J. H. WADE, President.

any pomt on the Jines of this Company, can be INSURED

Mm/@m m
e T g Undon//¢?;7%—-,~%/

m@ 7

LONDON, ENGLAND - BY CABLE - NEW YORK CITY
STOKER & STUARTS CABLE AGENCY - _ ADDRESSEE

CYRUS FIELD CONCEIVED, AND AFTER SEVERAL ATTEMPTS, SUCCESSFULLY LAID THE GREAT ATLANTIC CABLE.
WESTERN UNiON, HOWEVER, HAD SECURED CONTROL OF ALL INTERESTS A FEW MONTHS BEFORE. COMMERCIAL
SERVICE COMMENCED ON AUGUST 26, 1866.

THIS CABLE FORM FROM LONDON TO NEW YORK ILLUSTRATES THE NEED OF PRIVATE CABLE AGENCIES (IN RED
INK) TORECEIVE AND FACILITATE DELIVERY OF MESSAGES IN THIS EARLY PERIOD OF OVERSEAS COMMUNICATION.

=




BY WIRE PER WESTERN UNION
PERKINS LETTER EXPRESS

BY WIRE PER WESTERN UNION
U.S. MAIL

WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH CO.

PERKINS LETTER EXPRESS

<x

MAY, 1867

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS
ADDRESEE

DROP RATE

SEPTEMBER 30, 1870

LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA
ADDRESSEE
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WISCONSIN STATE TELEGRAPH COMPANY

CIRCA 1865

oy

THE WISCONSIN STATE TELEGRAPH COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED MARCH 21, 1855. THIS IS A LATE USAGE
OF THIS STYLE COVER AS THE COMPANY BECAME THE NORTHWESTERN TELEGRAPH COMPANY IN 1862.

MINNESOTA STATE TELEGRAPH COMPANY

SEPTEMBER 18, 1868

BY WIRE PER MINNESOTA STATE TELEGRAPH CO. .- ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA
U.S. MAIL - CAMP CHASE, ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA

(20



elegraph

Nov 2t Sbﬁth’Stféet Baltimoro.

IWWOTICH.

3 = FIRST.® To guard against errors, every despatch should ba tele

i repetition, one half the regular price will be charged:
SECO The Superintendent of ¥

errors and delays in the transmission and delivery of

The cond
er delays'in
Hvery of repd
shall they be
nes, nor for

THE ABOVE TELEGRAM RELATED TO THE ACCEPTANCE BY
MAJCR GENERAL SAMUEL CRAWFORD TO SPEAK ON JULY 4, 1865,

IMPORTANT POSTWAR INDEPENDENT COMPANIES

OPRGANIZED DECEMBER 2, 1885, THIS COMPANY CONNECTED KEY WEST, FLOMIDA TO HAVANA, CUBA WHICH WAS THE RATURAL
HUBTQ THE OTHER CARIBBEAN ISLANDS, T COMHECTED WITH WESTERN UMION OR

)2/

consideration .al, and the amount of risk specified. - No'other person is authorized to make a contract of Insurance.

graphed back to the Statlon from which it is sant. For such

the Company will, if ‘required, enter fnto a si;ecial contract {a v;rltiﬁg, to insure against
messages. . Such contract must be made at the sending of the message, the

LS. MAIKLAND AT LAKE CITY, FLORIDA..




“EaRapg L

| CONNECT NG WiTH T ’
WU Tel. Co.. at Port Jervis, \
R L5

e
b4

MILFORD, PENNSYLVANIA AND PORT JERVIS, NEW YORK TELEGRAPH LINE

OBBCURE LOCAL POST WAR INDEPENDENT COMPANIES

I'Ti
—
im
(0]
)
e
o
o3

FRANKLIN { NEW HAMPSHIRE ¥
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THE SOUTHERN AND ATLANTIC TELEGRAPH CO.

X\“‘%\\\\“ i

- REDUCED RATES !
'PROMPT DESP‘ATB‘HV!‘

EXECUTIVE OFFICE,

51 New S-bree-b.

P.0O. Box 3098 New York.

CONNEC"'ING

: W'ITII ALL

'ants Nnrth Seuth Fast& West
And__ mth EUROPE, by Cable.

All messagesreceived for transmission
are required, by the Company’s Rules, te”
" be written on its message blanks, subject

‘to the conditions printed thereon.

Russell Brothers, Printers, 17 Rose Btreet, N. Y,

THIS COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED JULY 29, 1859 IN NEW YORK. THE POST WAR FORM AND
COVER VIVIDLY ILLUSTRATES ““OPPOSITION TO MONOPOLY" OF THE WESTERN UNION TELE-
GRAPH COMPANY, AS WELL AS THE PRESENCE OF THE ATLANTIC CABLE.
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ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

TERMS AND CONDITIONS.
he rules of f,thiis Compa)ﬂy _'réqu—n‘
that- all messages ‘received: for trans.
mission shall be written on the messag :
blanks of the Company, under and subs -
: jéct to the conthlons pnnted therecn. -

'.5 A, F. WILLMARTH, Pres. ) :
ALFRED NELSON, Sec.&Treas. \T Y
ET Gen. Manager

i&mmﬂ u

Addressed to fg, 6 %/]/ZL'"&/ ff,:'wﬁ??

MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN - NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK

PERHAPS THE FINAL CHAPTER OF THE FIRST QUARTER CENTURY OF TELEGRAPH SERVICE
WAS WRITTEN BY THIS COMPANY. INCORPORATED DECEMBER 22, 1865, THE MORSE PATENT
HAD EXPIRED, HENRY O'REILLY PARTIALLY BACKED BY JAY GOULD, A NOTABLE OPPOR-
TUNIST, TRIED TO RIVAL THE EVER EXPANDING “WESTERN UNJON TELEGRAPH COMPANY"
THROUGH LOWER RATES. THE RESULT WAS GRADUAL FAILURE AND THE COMPANY WAS
EVENTUALLY SOLD TO "WESTERN UNION’ IN 1881.
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ATLANTIC AND PACIFIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

The Contral Pacifie Divisic

Atlantic and Pacific Teleorant Commnr
! &

The rules of thie Company reqnire that all messages recelved for transminsion shall ba written on the
messego blauks of the Company. under and gubyect o the conditions printed ther

been agreed to by the sender of the following muusmly

i, which conditsons have

LELAND STANFORD, President. ¥, L VANDENDTRGY, (en’! Sup't,
: Ban Francisco.

THIS COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED DECEMBER 22, 1865. THE MORSE PATENT HAD EXPIRED,
: HENRY O'REILLY PARTIALLY BACKED BY JAY GOULD, A NOTABLE OPPORTUNIST, TRIED TO
RIVAL THE EVER EXPANDING “WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY" THROUGH LOWER

RATES. THE RESULT WAS GRADUAL FAILURE AND THE COMPANY WAS EVENTUALLY SOLD TO
“WESTERN UNION'"" IN 1881.
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FRANKLIN TELEGRAPH CO. ' ‘

opposton i e e

Lines East, West, Xorih and South.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

The rules of this Company require that all messages
/ received for transmission shall be written on the mes- .
, .~ sage blanks of the Company, under and sub_]ect te the
[

conditions printed thereon.

"GEO H ELLERY, Pres.’ _ ~ - J. G. SMITH, Supt.
o A Bltbiui, STes. o _ e

FRANKLIN TELEGRAPH.

BOSTON: 37 State Street, 60 Franklin Street, 126 Commercial REr
NEW YORK: - 16 Broad Street, 233 Broadway, Gold Room,
WORCESTER: - No. 2 Lincoln Houso Block,
SPRINGFIELD: Republioan Ofice. EARTFORD: U, 5. H&ﬁ
N

No. / | -/4’
Charges. Z ﬁi/_._.__

i, o . . ]

THE FRANKLIN TELEGRAPH COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED MARCH 20, 1865 IN MASSACHUSETTS.

THIS FORM AND COVER ARE VIVID ILLUSTRATIONS OF POST CIVIL WAR COMPETITION TO THE
WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY.
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ATLANTIC & PACIFIC AND FRANKLIN

CONSOLIDATION BETWEEN THE ATLANTIC & PACIFIC AND THE FRANKLIN WAS THE LAST
MAJOR ATTEMPT OF THE PERIOD TO STOP WESTERN UNION FROM TOTAL DOMINATION.

Form 03.

C QMPANIE% ‘

€

A’ ) AL 0FFIC@\9
\ ~/@"‘~/M@ BROADWAY, N\Y
liRes NS V%S?ﬁfﬁ#f’#& ,fr'%frfﬁ
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