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THE TELEGRAPH IN AMERICA

THE CLASSIC PERIOD 1846 - EARLY 1870'S

IN 1844, AN EXPERIMENTAL LINE WAS CONSTRUCTED BETWEEN WASHINGTON AND BALTIMORE UNDER THE
GENERAL DIRECTION OF THE POSTAL DEPARTMENT. ALTHOUGH THE POSTAL DEPARTMENT DID NOT
EXERCISE ITS RIGHTS TO PURCHASE THE TELEGRAPH PATENT OF SAMUEL F.B. MORSE, THE POSTAL
SERVICE AND / OR LOCAL POSTS WERE FREQUENTLY EMPLOYED TO DELIVER TELEGRAPH MESSAGES TO
OR FROM TELEGRAPH OFFICES. AS MOST EASTERN CITIES SOON HAD CONNECTING TELEGRAPH SERVICE,
THE POSTAL SYSTEM WAS ALSO USED BETWEEN A RURAL AREA AND A CITY IN ORDER TO INITIATE OR
COMPLETE THE TRANSMISSION OF A MESSAGE.

THE UNITED STATES WAS UNIQUE IN THAT IT WAS THE ONLY COUNTRY IN THE WORLD WHICH DID NOT
INTEGRATE THE TELEGRAPH INTO ITS POSTAL SYSTEM. IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THE
CONFEDERATE STATES DID INTEGRATE THE TELEGRAPH INTO ITS POSTAL SYSTEM.

THE PURPOSE OF THIS EXHIBIT IS TWOFOLD:

FIRST, TO PRESENT AN ORDERLY PROGRESSION OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE TELEGRAPH.

SECOND, TO DEMONSTRATE THE CLOSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TELEGRAPH AND THE
POST AS WELL AS THE MUTUAL DEPENDENCE OF EACH TO THE OTHER.

FRAME | U.S. GOVERNMENT EXPERIMENTAL LINE 1846
MORSE, BAIN AND HOUSE COMPANIES 1847 - 1854
FRAME I EARLY ENTREPRENEURS 1847 - 1854

VERMONT AND BOSTON LINE

FRAME i CONS‘OLIDATIONS 1851 - 1856
THE LINK TO THE CANADAS
INDEPENDENT COMPANIES

FRAME IV AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY 1856 - 1864
WESTERN UNION
INDEPENDENTS

FRAME V CONFEDERATE STATES TELEGRAPH SYSTEM 1861 - 1865
UNION STATES TELEGRAPH SYSTEM 1861 - 1864

FRAME IV UNION STATES TELEGRAPH SYSTEM 1863 - 1865
POST WAR 1865 - 1872

THREE OR LESS RECORDED ARE DENOTED BY =



ELECTRO MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH
(THE U.S. GOVERNMENT EXPERIMENTAL LINE)

MAY 6, 1846
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WASHINGTON BY WIRE BALTIMORE
BALTIMORE = TWO CENTS “PENNY POST” DELIVERY - ADDRESSEE

“UPON THE RECEPTION OF A DISPATCH AT EITHER OFFICE IT SHALL BE THE DUTY OF THE OFFICERS TO HAVE
THE SAME TRANSLATED IN A FAIR HANDWRITING, CAREFULLY ENVELOPED AND SEALED, AND AND THE
MAGNETIC CHARACTERS IMMEDIATELY DESTROYED, AND TO PLACE THE DISPATCH IN THE HANDS OF THE
PENNY POST FOR DELIVERY, WHO SHALL BE ENTITLED TO RECEIVE THE SAME COMPENSATION THEREFORE AS
FOR THE DELIVERY OF LETTERS TRANSMITTED NOW BY MAIL." - U.S. POSTMASTER GENERAL, MARCH 29, 1846.

THE RECEIVING OPERATOR STRUCK THE COPIED MESSAGE AND FACE WITH THE NAME OF THE PLACE OF ORIGINATION.

ALTHOUGH THE LINE WAS OPEN FROM APRIL, 1845 UNTIL APRIL, 1847, RECEIPTS WERE SMALL. CONGRESS
DECLINED THE OFFER TO PURCHASE AND THE LINE WAS LEASED TO THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY.



EAGLE CITY POST & MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH

THESE COVERS FROM PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA [LLUSTRATE THE INTERTWINING
OF THE TELEGRAPH, POST, AND PRIVATE EXPRESS COMPANIES.

THE ABOVE 1847 STAMPLESS COVER ALSO BEARS A "2 CENT CARRIERS DELIVERY
MARKING.
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348 PERIOD COVER ILLU.RATES THE EAGLE CITY POST LOCAL STAMP ADDIT!
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REGULATIONS, TARIFF, &C.,
OF THE NEW-YORK, ALBANY, AND BUFFALO

ELECTRO MAGNETIC TELECRAPEH COMPANY.

Oftice hours for receiving communications, from 8 A. M. to 8 P. M., daily, (Sundeys excepted, being closed).
Every message is treated as strictly confidential.

Communications for transmission must be PLAINLY written with INK, and no figures used except date and
number of street. . .

No charge is made for the address or signature, and it is desirable that they be given IN FULL, to ensurc
prompt delivery. The operator is often blamed because messages are not PROMPTLY ANSWERED, theretore
the messengers are instructed to receive answers to every communication they deliver, if possible, but they must
not be DETAINED. Persons will confer a tavor upon the telegraph as well as their correspondents, by answer-
ing immediately.

The Messengers are not allowed to collect for delivery, within a reasonable distance from any office.

Pre-payment is invariably required, except in cases where “ ANSWER PAID?” is written onthe communica-
tion received.

The Directors assume no responsibility in business transactions over this line, beyond the exercise of good
faith and due diligence and the price paid for transmission, = -

Messages destined for other lines, will be promptly despatched and the money entrusted to us paid over, after
which we cannot be held responsible for any remi in transmission or otherwise,

No precedence allowed in transmitting, except in cases of sickness or death and reports for the press.

The Chief Operator, at each station, will be held responsible for the faithful attention to and transmission of
all business entrusted to his office, and is instructed to see that all rules and regulations of the Company are
strictly observed. .
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CENERAL YARIFF OF THE LINE.

For 150 miles and under, — - - - 20 cents for 10 words, and 1 cent for each additional word.
" Over 150 and under 300 miles,-\- 30 o« w10 o« “ 9w e “ “
For 300 miles and over,- — = =% 40 « « 10 « “ 3 6 u«u o« “ “
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— BY TELEGRAPH —
VALATIE, NEW YORK — US.MAIL - STEPHENTOWN FLATTS, NEW YORK

THIS WAS THE FIRST COMMERCIAL LINE OPENED IN AMERICA ON NOVEMBER 7, 1845.

VALATIE, NEW YORK



NEW YORK AND BOSTON MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

- New York and Boston Iffagnetic Telegraph Office,
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HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT - SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS

THE SECOND TELEGRAPH COMPANY WAS COMPLETED JUNE 27, 1846. ABOVE IS THE
OLDEST RECORDED COVER (FOLDED LETTER FORM) OF THIS COMPANY.



NEW YORK AND BOSTON MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

.

New York and Boston Magnetic Telegraph Office,

CORNER MAIN AND PEARL STREETS, HARTFORD.

<G/7w A@/ézwmy was /'zw.-f vecesved, al t%w %&c

NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK - HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT - PORTLAND, CONNECTICUT

THIS VITAL “MORSE” COMPANY WOULD SERVE AS THE MAIN TRUNK FOR TRANSMIT-
TING NEWS FROM THE STEAMERS WHICH ARRIVED AT HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA FROM
EUROPE. IT WAS CONSOLIDATED AS PART OF THE NEW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND
UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY [N 1852.




WASHINGTON & NEW ORLEANS TELEGRAPH COMPANY

THIS COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED MARCH 20, 1847 IN VIRGINIA. THE “COLLECT $9.10"
ON -THE ABOVE COVER INDICATES A LENGTHY MESSAGE OF 81 WORDS; $2.00 FOR THE
FIRST 10 WORDS, AND TEN CENTS EACH FOR 71 ADDITIONAL WORDS. THE LOWER
COVER WAS POSTED AT MACON, GEORGIA IN THE LATE 1840'S. THE COMPANY WAS
LEASED TO “THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY" ON JULY 16, 1856.




THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

COVERS OF THE EARLY 1850'S




THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY
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ONE OF THE EARLIEST MESSAGES TRANSMITTED FROM MID-AMERICA. NOTE THE SPEL-
LING OF PITTSBURG(H).
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MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

CIRCA 1847

RECEIVING STRIKE OF THE NEW YORK CITY OFFICE

RATE:75 CENTS COLLECT

M/S ON REAR SIDE: “message sent 1/4 to 12
ans recd at 1/2 past 3 o’clock”

CIRCA 1847

BY WIRE FROM PITTSBURG(H) -
2 CENTS LOCAL DELIVERY (COLLECT)
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BALTIMORE



SOUTHERN MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH :

s ‘5null)ern’ maguetic @tlegraph,‘

No. 5 Tanover-St, Cor. of Beaver.

% ﬁ%wz%y comInntcalion was vececved al

MOBILE, ALABAMA - PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
2 CENTS LOCAL DELIVERY - ADDRESSEE

THE FORM IS FROM THE NEW YORK CITY OFFICE, ALTHOUGH THE COVER IS OF THE PHILA-
DELPHIA OFFICE.
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ERIE AND MiCHIGAN TELEGRAPH CO.

Oflice of the Erie and Mich). Telegraph o,
Saloon BVuildings, €hicago, XII.
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ALL COMMUNICATIONS STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.
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DETROIT, MICHIGAN - CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

ONE OF THE EARLIEST KNOWN MIDWESTERN COMPLETE TELEGRAPH MESSAGE
AND COVERS. THIS COVER COULD BE CONSIDERED PROVISIONAL IN NATURE.
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NEW YORK AND ERIE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

NOVEMBER 19, 1849

= OIRRERADY GDUPANIRY,

OFFICE NO 5 HANOVER STREET, CORﬂ‘E‘S OF BEAVER.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS - NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK

THIS WAS THE FIRST MORSE COMPANY TO PROBE TO THE MIDWEST. IT WAS ALSO THE FIRST
COMPANY TO USE A SEALING LABEL.
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THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY

@‘bpl Toguetic Telegeogly Cumpnny,

BETWEEN

New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington,

Connecting with the Southern, Western, Eastern, and Northern Lines of Morse's Telegraphs.

Ta the Telegraphing Public,
Please write plainly; answer quickly ; PRE-PAY ; use no figures, except dates, they cost more; give name, street,
and number of the party addressed, to insure prompt delivery; also your own address under your signature ; no
charge for address and signature. The above is for your safety as well as our convenience.

Office in BALTIMORE..........cce0ceeeunnneen. No. 2 Merchants’ Exchange, South Gay-st.
“  WASHINGTON..... .Cor. of Louisiana Avenue and Sixth-st.
“ PHILADELPHIA. Quincy Grinite Building, No. 101 Chestnut-st.
“ NEW YORK........ .No. 5 Hanover-street, cor. of Beaver-st.
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Rer'h, hiladelphic, ? /18@/'\\@
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NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK - PHILADELPHIA PENNSYLVANIA

THE ADDRESS ON THE FORM IS DIFFERENT THAN THE ADDRESS ON THE COVER.

THE NEW YORK CITY ADDRESS IS THE SAME AS THE NEW YORK AND ERIE MAGNETIC
TELEGRAPH COMPANY.




THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY
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MOR S TL.ITNIEL,

BETWEEN PHILADELRPFIA, READING & POTI8VILLE,

OFFICE IN PHILADELPHIA, at No. 21 Merchant’s Exchange, (second floor,)
i READING, Rail Road Passenger Depot,
“ POTTSVILLE, Pennsylvania Hall.

War Srarons. ~Part Richmond, Falls of Schuylkill, Norristown. Pheenixville. Tottstow, mur Clintan. and
Mount Carbon.  Also conueets with Line ta Mincvsville, J

COVERS OF THE EARLY 1850'S. THIS COMPANY WAS ACQUIRED BY THE AMERICAN
TELEGRAPH COMPANY IN 1859.

|| mMORSE'S TELEGRAPH.

e OFFICE,
© I  No. 11 /Main Street,
| SPRINGFIELD, MASS.




THERE WERE TWO OTHER SUCCESSFUL EARLY TELEGRAPH PATENTEES, - ALEXANDER
BAIN AND ROYAL E. HOUSE. EACH PRESENTED FORMIDABLE COMPETITION TO MORSE.
ALEXANDER BAIN‘S SYSTEM MADE USE OF POTASSIUM AND DID NOT DEPEND UPON
MAGNETIC CURRENT WHICH SOMETIMES PLAGUED THE MORSE CONCEPT.

BAIN‘S TELEGRAPH

CIRCA 1849

USING THE BAIN SYSTEM,“ MERCHANTS LINE” OPERATED BETWEEN BOSTON AND NEW YORK.

BAIN SENDING AND RECEIVING
INSTRUMENTS

6



MERCHANTS LINE

If an answer is required please send %
it to our Office, without delay.

MERCHANTS LINE WAS THE SECOND COMPANY TO EMPLOY SEALING LABELS.

THE LOWER COVER WAS RECEIVED IN NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK AND THEN PLACED
IN THE U.S. MAILS TO THE ADDRESSEE.

7



EARLIEST KNOWN TRANSCONTINENTAL TELEGRAPH COVER

BAIN'S EASTERN TELEGRAPH

SEPTEMBER 18,1852

BY WIRE TO BAIN'S EASTERN TELEGRAPH, BOSTON
LEAVE NEW YORK SEPTEMBER 20 PER U.S. MAIL STEAMSHIP “ILLINOIS” - ARRIVE ASPINWALL OCTOBER 2
LEAVE PANAMA OCTOBER 6 PER PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP “TENNESSEE” - ARRIVE SAN FRANCISCO OCTOBER 19

- U.S. MAIL, BOSTON

THE PREPAID TRANSCONTINENTAL POSTAGE RATE WAS SIX CENTS AS OF JULY 1, 1851;
THE ABOVE ROUTING WAS THE MOST LIKELY POSSIBILITY AVAILABLE.

BAIN'S NEW LINE

CIRCA 1853
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BAIN'S New Line,
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Ayenue and 4 and § Street, ) =

OFFICE, ODEOC)
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Carrier delivers Free. /?m‘ ; R I
%P] case answer immediately to prevent \yl &SML!LN {B Q{Dl‘] a

arfnoyance to your correspondent.

IN 1853, THE BAIN INTERESTS COMPLETED A NEW “SOPHISTICATED” TELEGRAPH LINE TO
SERVICE THE EASTERN SEABOARD. THE ABOVE COVER WAS RATED “96 cts”.
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BAINS ELECTRO - CHEMICAL TELEGRAPH

B

o ’ Biain’s_ Chemical Téie:g'raph.» oot

BE L ONAASAAANANANAAN AN A A A A~

CFFICE, 11 ARC
WATERTOWN

@'_H"nmvnnswems required; please send ) : s
.“the same/to this office without delay. § /

ALTHOUGH ALEXANDER BAIN HAD INVENTED A VIABLE TELEGRAPH CONCEPT, THE
MORSE INTEREST BROUGHT SUIT AGAINST HIM FOR AN INFRINGEMENT UPON THEIR
SYSTEM. A CLOSE FRIEND, HENRY O’REILLY, ENCOURAGED BAIN TO CARRY HIS CASE
TO THE SUPREME COURT. WHEN BAIN AND MORSE SETTLED THEIR PATENT DISPUTE,
O'REILLY SUBSEQUENTLY RECEIVED SOME VERY PROFITABLE EASTERN CONTRACTS
INCLUDING "“THE NEW YORK STATE LINE” |LLUSTRATED ABOVE. THIS COVER POST-
MARKED WATERTOWN, NY HAS A FANCY “PAID |11" COIN CANCEL.

BAIN'S CONCEPT WAS EMPLOYED FROM 1849 TO 1852.
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HOUSE’S PRINTING TELEGRAPH

NOVEMBER 24, 1849

IN 1848, ROYAL E. HOUSE OF VERMONT WAS GRANTED A PATENT ON AN INGENIOUS PRINTING INSTRUMENT. INSTEAD OF
RECORDING MESSAGES IN THE FCRM OF DOTS AND DASHES THAT HAD TO BE LABORIOUSLY TRANSLATED, HIS PRINTED
DIRECTLY ONTO A PAPER TAPE IN ROMAN LETTERS.

TYPE "A" TAPE -3MM. HIGH (CIRCA 1848)

Y
A \'V, P v
Adame’
(n(\rx‘t,:‘t, by the Ermnri;ltt:r_d
formerly of the American

’

AN~ Cadwauav bl oL un il -0

BY WIRE TO HOUSE'S TELEGRAPH {PHILADELPHIA)
GIVEN TO EAGLE CITY POST - ADDRESSEE

20




HOUSE'S PRINTING TELEGRAPH

r Please answer immediately
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TYPE "C"TAPE - 2 1/2 MM. HIGH (CIRCA 1854)
(SMALLER AND SHARPER)
p—, 4

“OUSE’S LIGHTNING PRINTING TELEGRAPIL.”

New York, Central New Jersey, and Pennsylvania Company’s Line,

Connectivg with the Northern,

Bastern. and Canadian Lines. at
New York city, with the Southern.
Western, and Pennsylvania Lines,
at Doy.estown and Kaston-—-the
latter conuvection ineluding all
the towns on the Suasquehanna
river and its branches--making

=, the cheapest, most expeditiouns,

and rellable series of telegraphio
connections now existing.
Cavrron.—Write plain; answer
quick ; pre-pay; use no figures;
give name, 8 t, and number in
full of the party addressed. The
sbove is for our mutual bhenefit.
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RETURN AN ANSWER BY THE BEARER.

FASTON FEEY  XXTH.

SHAIFENMAN., T
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HOUSE'S NEW YORK & WASHINGTON LINE

JUNE 17, 1854
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3Y WIRE
U.S. MAIL, NEW YORK CITY, NEWYORK

NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK
= LONDON, ENGLAND

24¢ RATE U.S. — ENGLAND (U.S. INLAND 5¢; AMERICAN PACKET 16¢; BRITISH INLAND 3c)
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Messages transmitted to all parts of the United States and British Drovido.
OFFICES. | }}?hiladelphia Office, N. E. Corner of Third & Chestnut Sts. | or
NEW-YORK, — i

91 WALL STRELT. @ ;ﬁ 1151 Yhlting
PATERSON, F. 7. : e, ,Wasm
Telegraph Building, . . ; § I\uhot »
West St x ! Enwrance
— |
TRENTON, N. J. é b oin ke Polopping \wiLNgdo
State Bt., opposite th ' g 3
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THIS ILLUSTRATED MASTHEAD 1S SOMEWHAT DIFFERENT THAN THE UPPER COVER.
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WADE'S TELEGRAPH
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CONNECTING EVERY
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AND MOST PRINCIPAL PLACES IN THE U. S. AND CANADA.

EG!
CONNECTED WITH SPEED & CORNELL’S LINES,
FORMING A DIREUVT COMMUNICATION WITH

g» CLEVELAND AND CINCINNATI TEL

N, TORK,

l i
“Bost mistakes is traced .

t in answer to those

“@se of complaint to the

JEPTHA H. WADE WAS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT FIGURES IN EARLY TELEGRAPH
HISTORY. HIS SHREWDNESS AND INGENUITY HELPED HIM TO BE APPOINTED THE FIRST

PRESIDENT OF “WESTERN UNION".

THE CENTER FORM INDICATES HIS CLOSE ALLIANCE WITH EZRA CORNELL, JOHN SPEED

(AND SAMUEL MORSE).

283



SPEED’S

EASTERN, WESTERN AND SOUTHERN TELEGRAPH LINE

CIRCA 1848

BY WIRE - TO SPEED’S TELEGRAPH DETROIT, MICHIGAN
PLACED IN U.S. MAILS - ELMIRA, NEW YORK

JOHN J. SPEED, JR. AFFILIATED HIMSELF WITH SAMUEL MORSE IN THE MID 1840°S. HE CONDUCTED TESTS IN
1847 BETWEEN CLEVELAND AND BUFFALO WHICH WERE TO THOROUGHLY CONVINCE MCRSE THAT "SOUND
TELEGRAPHY™ WOULD BE MORE EFFICIENT THAN ANY OF THE OTHER POSSIBLE AVAILABLE TECHNIQUES.
SPEED OPERATED A NUMBER OF "MORSE" EQUIPED COMPANIES IN THE MID- NCRTHERN PART OF THE
COUNTRY FROM ABOUT 1848 TO 1855.

THIS IS THE ONLY RECORDED TELEGRAPH COVER WITH A PAIR OF 1847 STAMPS AFFIXED.
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SPEED’S TELEGRAPH OFFICE

CIRCA 1848

JOHN J. SPEED, JR. AFFILIATED HIMSELF WITH SAMUEL MORSE IN THE MID 1840'S. HE
CONDUCTED TESTS IN 1847 BETWEEN CLEVELAND AND BUFFALO WHICH WERE TO
THOROUGHLY CONVINCE MORSE THAT ““SOUND TELEGRAPHY” WOULD BE MORE EFFI-
CIENT THAN ANY OF THE OTHER POSSIBLE AVAILABLE TECHNIQUES. SPEED OPERATED
A NUMBER OF “MORSE" EQUIPPED COMPANIES IN THE MID-NORTHERN PART OF THE
COUNTRY FROM ABOUT 1848 TO 1855.
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S PERED’S

BRIE AND EICHIGAY TEBLEGRAYE LINB.

i SPEED’S TELEGRAPH LINE WAS EVENTUALLY CONSOLIDATED WITH VARIOUS OTHERS
| INCLUDING “ERIE & MICHIGAN" WHICH IN ITSELF WAS ONE OF THE TWO COMPANIES
| THAT WERE MERGED IN 1856 TO FORM “THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY".

PREPAID BY WIRE - DETROIT
U.S. MAIL, DETROIT - ELMIRA, NEW YORK

26




ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH COMPANY

THIS COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED APRIL 11, 1849. THE MESSAGES WERE RECEIVED
BY WIRE AND POSTED AT QUINCY, ILLINOIS,

27



QUINCY TELEGRAPHY

L)

AL
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QUINCY, ILLINCIS

EARLY INDEPENDENT MlDWESTE

HOTCHKISS LIN

THIS COMPANY ¥ AS HERETOF

o

SHORT LIVED COMP,

FE UNRECORDED; ABOVE 18 THE LISTING COPY
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ADAMS EXPRESS COMPANY
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BY TELEGRAPH - PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA
ADAMS EXPRESS COMPANY - ADDRESSEE

“3'" 1S EVIDENTLY A LOCAL DELIVERY FEE. IT IS UNUSUAL IN THAT MOST LOCAL FEES WERE

ONE OR TWO CENTS.



LYNCHBURG AND ABINGDON TELEGRAPH COMPANY

BY WIRE - LYNCHBURG, VIRGINIA
U.S. MAIL - ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

ESTABLISHED MARCH 15, 1851, THIS COMPANY RAN THROUGH THE WESTERN VIRGINIA
FARMING COUNTRY TO RICHMOND. IT WAS LEASED TO THE AMERICAN TELEGRAPH
COMPANY DECEMBER 28, 1859.

nrbhnrg ond - Slbinghon @elegraghy Campany.
O FICE==NML.A.SONIC EXA.Tils,
LYNCHBURG, VA.

EE"CO\I‘\!IU‘IICATIONS STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL:. &3

ety additional word, No charge for address, signature, or date.




ANNAPOLIS TELEGRAPH COMPANY
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THIS SMALL COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED FEBRUARY 27, 1861 IN MARYLLAND. THE ABOVE
TELEGRAM SURELY MUST HAVE BEEN ONE OF ITS FIRST AS SOME TIME HAD TO PASS BE-
TWEEN INCORPORATION AND THE OPENING OF ITS OFFICES. “HARNDENS EXPRESS” BELOW
THE SIGNATURE PROBABLY REFERS TO THE TELEGRAPH OFFICE LOCATION. THE COMPANY

WAS SOLD TO “WESTERN UNION" IN 1871.

3/



AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY

SEPTEMBER 25, 1848

J. Robinson, Print.

 FROM THE OFFICE OF THE
AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY,

'MERCHANTS’ EXCHANGE, BALTIMORE.

Do not mistake the office of the Great Western Line; entrance on the right passing
from th'e'Romnda of the Exchange to Gay street.

BY TELEGRAPH,

NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK - BALTIMORE, MARYLAND i

THIS HITHERTO UNREPORTED COMPANY [S NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH A COMPANY OF
THE SAME NAME WHICH WAS ORGANIZED IN 1855.

AS IT HAS NOT BEEN MENTIONED BY MORSE, BAIN OR HOUSE, THIS WRITER WOULD
SURMISE THAT THIS COMPANY WAS AN EARLY O'REILLY EXPERIMENTAL LINE.

THIS IS THE ONLY RECORDED COVER OF THE COMPANY.
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VERMONT AND BOSTON TELEGRAPH LINE

DECEMBER 18, 1850

T

OFFICE,

Cheney & Co's
Express.

LN
vz 1g &

NG X g o : vy , Z ’
V¢ W’“ . T
7 M%%#L,

BY WIRE PER VERMONT AND BOSTON TELEGRAPH COMPANY TO WATERBURY, VERMONT
U.S. MAIL, WATERBURY, VERMONT - SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETS

INCORPORATED IN 1848, THE VERMONT AND BOSTON COMPLETED 228 MILES OF LINE IN
1850 AND USED THE BAIN ELECTRO - CHEMICAL INSTRUMENTS. THE COMPANY DID NOT
HAVE A TELEGRAPH OFFICE IN WATERBURY, VERMONT PER SE; RATHER, IT USED THE
EXPRESS OFFICE OF ONE OF ITS INCORPORATORS, BENJAMIN P. CHENEY.

0y
0\



VERMONT & BOSTON TELEGRAPH LINE

.

772 o0

: : oA

.IN 1851 THE COMPANY SHIFTED ITS ILLUSTRATED MASTHEAD TO THE LEFT CORNER OF
ITS ENVELOPES. TARIFF RATES WERE A MINIMUM OF 25 CENTS FOR 10 WORDS PLUS 2
CENTS FOR EACH ADDITIONAL WORD.




VERMONT AND BOSTON TELEGRAPH

BY TELEGRAPH - BRATTLEBORO, VERMONT
U.S. MAIL - WILMINGTON, VERMONT
THIS IS THE ONLY RECORDED COVER OF THIS STYLE.

BY TELEGRAPH - WHITE RIVER JUNCTION, VERMONT
U.S. MAIL ‘ - QUEECHY, VERMONT
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VERMONT AND BOSTON TELEGRAPH
APRIL 22, 1854 (ENCLOSURE)

WEST RANDOLPH - BY WIRE - WEST LEBANON, NEW HAMPSHIRE
PLACED IN U.S. MAIL - SNOWS STORE, VERMONT
1 CENT 1851 TYPE |V POSITIONS 65-67 L1L

GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY
ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH

L

ELECT I TELECRAFH

|
||

/.

<

GORHAM, NEW HAMPSHIRE - WHITEFIELD, NEW HAMPSHIRE

THIS COVER APPARENTLY ILLUSTRATES A PRIVATE RAILROAD TELEGRAPH. IT IS THE ONLY
RECORDED COVER.
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VERMONT AND BOSTON TELEGRAPH CO.
WELLS, FARGO & CO

m ]

@?Itctm Chemical Telegr aylg
VERMONT AND BOSTON LINE

Bt . I‘:l-t of Statioms and 'I'ariﬂ:‘.

FROM HANOVER TO FROM HANOVER TO FROM HANOVER. TO FROM HANOVER TO

Boston, 356—3|Montpelier, 35—3|Potsdam, 60—4 | Windsor, 25—3
Lowell, Mass. 40—4| Waterbury, 35—3|Canton, 60—4Claremont, - 2563
Neshua, 40—4|Burlington, +  35—3|Ogdensburgh, 60—-4 Springfield, Vt.  25—3
Manchester, © 40—4 Essex, Vt., 40—4|8t. Johns, Clmtlz.swwn,l\ H. 30—3

* Concord, ISt. Albans, 45—4|8t. Lamberts, 60———4 Bellows Falls, 30—3
‘Franklin, 0—3! Swanton, 50~—4|Montreal, 75—4| Brattleboro, 30—3
Enfield, . 25—-3 Rouse’s Point, 50—4St. Johusbur} © 25—38|Greenfield, Mass. 80—3
‘Woodstock, 25—3| Chateaugay, N.Y. 60—4|Wells River, 253 Northampton,' “. 80—3 ¢

oL -5 Boyalbon, - 26—3 Mu.lone, ; 60—4|Bradford, 25-3|Holyoke, “30—3
West Randolph, - 30—3|P Station, 60—3|W R. Junchon, 25—8|Springfield, -« 30—3
Northfield, 30—3

Counecung with other Lmes for North, South, East and West.
‘3 All messages strictly conﬁdentmlp No abbreviations or' figures used in the body of a
M.

E. SMALLEY, Operator.

1 jgcmmxez, : 47_”_/95 é

message. Office hours from 8 A. M. to 8

EVIDENTLY, THE VERMONT AND BOSTON TELEGRAPH COMPANY HAD A WORKING AR-
RANGEMENT WITH WELLS, FARGO & CO. AT SOME POINT, THIS MESSAGE WAS GIVEN TO
THE TELEGRAPH COMPANY WHICH TRANSMITTED THE MESSAGE TO THEIR HANOVER,

NEW HAMPSHIRE OFFICE "“FREE FOR C.F. LATHAM (AGENT) OF WELLS, FARGO & co.
NEW YORK".
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VERMONT AND BOSTON TELEGRAPH CO.

)

IN 1856 AT ITS BOSTON JUNCTION, THE VERMONT AND BOSTON TELEGRAPH JOINED WITH
THE CONSOLIDATION OF THE MORSE AND BAIN LINES ALONG THE NEW YORK - BOSTON
ROUTE. BOTH THE NAME AND ENVELOPE STYLE WERE CHANGED.
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NEW YORK STATE LINE

Yeemont & oston Telegraph Company

BOSTON,MONTREAL & OGDENSBURGH;
ALSO, :~PRII\(.F]LL1.)'A’\'D ST. JOINSBURY ;

AND INTERKMYDIATE PLACES.* WITH COMNE(

'O ALL PALTS OF TBE E\”iL STATEE AND CAMAYTA

TREMS AND CONDITIONS CN WHICH MESSAGER ARE RECEIVED BY YHIN COMPANY FOR TR

The pu are notified, that in order to guard against mi
every Imessuge of nnpommu ought to be npontul by b
it is 1o be received to the station from which it is oriy irially
ission will be charged for repeating the messuee, is company
takes or delays in l.)u transimission or delivery of unrepeuted mes: from whatever cause they
may aris® por will it be responsib sle for damages arisiug from n sor delays ol a4 rep dul
message, beyond an amount exceeding one hundred tinies the amount paid forsending ke i .
nor will 1t be re -\[mlmbh tor deluys urising frominterruptionsin thie working of it 'x clegrag
for any mistuke or owmission of uby other tolup iny over whose lines the message is to be seut to
reach 1ts pluce of destinution.  Allmessages will hereatter be received by this Company for trans-
nission, subject to the above conditions.

+ W. GATES, Sup't. G. G. BENEDICT

g L

A

UN.

ukes in the transmi n of messages,

nt buck from th ation at which
Helf the usunl price for truns-
I not be respousible 1or mis-

, Pres't

it t.o our Omce thhout dclay.

If an answer 9 rvqmred. p}ease send } i ; ‘ '

THIS COVER AND MESSAGE FORM [LLUSTRATE THE LAST USAGES OF THE O'REILLY LINES
AND THE BAIN INSTRUMENT.
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OSWEGO AND SYRACUSE TELEGRAPH
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that communications be pl'mz/'r/ written. The cause
for money and all important ¢onununications, must he

SR/ I

O TR
It is for your own fniterest. as well as’our convenienee,
- of aliost all mistakes is triced to/bad copy.: Orde

OFernwood St
" CMeco WillarkaNS " written with ink:and signed by :a responsible persont:’ Give' full “address, name; street and number, to ensure
S W G ol prompt dg]xvmy, and your own address; under your signature, if’ you ‘expect an answer. Use no figures exeept
tto pivieh [OWaat date—they cost more, and. are morp unsafethan 1aor¢1s~ ‘Pre-pay always, und:if youw wishito pay. for youran-
Q% Fulton M8\ wer, say =0 under your daddress. 1\]1 réasonablé canse oi' (ompln.m. addressed to me, at Os\\'nno_, W il beimme
'% Pennell- o(g‘;u“‘g C s di el) investizateds | C. C. MARSH, bup 0. & 8. Telegraph.
X vitle © S
: tia N .
YV SiE = Lo
f Lysande OR
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; leev ‘ © Syrac
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Unney
L '"I!*‘

i 1mﬁ ".,,.a

Mecklens
’ "“"’“; Ithaca'®

R Bio ~“°vs¢h€3d;‘>°|
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e lmm
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o

PITTSBURG(H), PENNSYLVANIA BY WIRE
OSWEGO, NEW YORK — (PROBABLY BY WIRE)

SACKETS HARBOR, NEW YORK U.S. MAIL

OSWEGO, NEW YORK
— SACKETS HARBOR, NEW YORK
BROWNSVILLE, NEW YORK

THE MOST POSITIVE REFERENCE TO THIS LITTLE KNOWN AND SURELY SHORT LIVED
COMPANY WAS BY JAMES REID IN “THE TELEGRAPH IN AMERICA’ 1879. HE NOTED
THAT THEODORE FAXTON, PRESIDENT OF “NEW YORK, ALBANY AND BUFFALO LINE".
PURCHASED RIGHTS TO THE MORSE PATENT BETWEEN OSWEGO AND SYRACUSE MAY 7,
1849. MOST CERTAINLY THERE WAS A WORKING ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN THE TWO
LINES.
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ATLANTIC AND OHIO TELEGRAPH COMPANY
CIRCA 1847

THIS WAS HENRY O'REILLY'S KEYSTONE COMPANY CONNECTING PHILADELPHIA WITH THE
GREAT LAKES THROUGH PENNSYLVANIA.

SEEING THE VALUE OF CONNECTING THE GREAT LAKES WITH THE EAST, ON JUNE 13, 1845, HE
“ENTERED INTO A CONTRACT WITH THE MORSE PATENTEES FOR EXTENSION OF THE MORSE
TELEGRAPH OVER A REGION TERRITORY WIDER AND MORE VALUABLE THAN ANY WHICH HAD
YET BEEN CONTEMPLATED.” JOSEPH D. REID, “THE TELEGRAPH IN AMERICA" 1879.

OCTOBER 26, 1848

4/



ATLANTIC, LAKE AND MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH RANGE

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA - CINCINNATI, OHIO



O'REILLY TELEGRAPH

THIS 1851 COVER DOES NOT SHOW ANY INDIVIDUAL COMPANY AFFILIATION ALTHOUGH
A MATCHING “OHI0, INDIANA AND ILLINOIS"” FORM WAS ENCLOSED.
THE AFFIXED LABEL WAS PREVIOUSLY UNREPORTED.

~3



O'RIELLY NATIONAL TELEGRAPH
(NOTE THE MISSPELLING OF O'REILLY)

0.;":‘:33‘: .'?.-
L O’RIELLY :“
%, ONALTELEGRAL

i * *' N 5 " *
g 1t Sl *. @
.".r. > q—:gfo")“’?

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA - BY WIRE - MADISON, INDIANA
U.S. MAIL, MADISON, INDIANA (ABOUT 15 MILES) - VEVAY, INDIANA

THE COMPANY WAS LEASED TO WESTERN UNION [N 1864.



ATLANTIC, LAKE & MISSISSIPPI TELEGRAPH
FORMERLY KNOWN AS O'REILLY LINE

Alantic, Laked DWississipprCelegragh
LARE ERTIE LINE.

(USING MORSE'S PATENT.)

Office next door to Farmers' and Mechanics’ Bank, opposite Masonic Hall.

‘07 Please write plainly—use no figures—answer quickly—give full address. Despatches delivered
within city limits, promptly, and without extra charge. All despatches strictly confidentin]. Despatches
loft at the office between the hours of 7 o’clock A. M. and 9 P./M., will be punctually forwarded.

7

. d . - e
@ctww, il S L A 185 .

e %{%wmﬂ @m/&cz{c{ was /}44&‘ ecaeﬂ%tcg at the %/ ve, deated

/o, ) /[ s o
....... { _44{_{; _L:'.if“ L s // . ot ) N . 7@ i3 “i/
s p & /

ke and Mississing o
ity 20 SARRREES SN YT
SR vy,

FORMERLY KNOWN AS O'REILLY LINE. o

Oflices Ist door North of Farmers’® & Mecbanics’ I'anl, and oppoesite 5., . R. Derot, Deireit.

CLEVELAND, OHIO - DETROIT, MICHIGAN

45




SUSQUEHANNA RIVER AND NORTH AND WEST BRANCH TELEGRAPH COMPANY

JULY 28, 1851

s

%%%%&&%%% TOHITBHHN:

Please answer immediately to prevent any

annoyance to your corregpondent. } DELIVERY FREE.
"

a///% J/ﬂX/a Y CL/(/?L;U
' Aé/ N///l}/

S~ s

M/Ji ¥ 7%":\) )

THIS LITTLE KNOWN COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED APRIL 9, 1849 AND WAS LATER
LEASED TO THE AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY IN 1865.

THE KEYBOARD TYPE ON “TELEGRAPH COMPANY' SUGGESTS A LINK WITH THE HOUSE
PRINTING INSTRUMENT.
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NEW YORK & NEW ENGLAND UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY

IN 1851, THERE WERE SIXTY-SEVEN LINES USING MORSE INSTRUMENTS IN THE UNITED
STATES HAVING 20,000 MILES OF WIRE; SEVEN BAIN LINES HAVING OVER 2,000 MILES
OF WIRE; AND EIGHT HOUSE LINES HAVING ABOUT 3,000 MILES OF WIRE. USING BOTH
MORSE AND BAIN STRUMENTS, SERVICE BECAME MUCH IMPROVED AND THE LINE PRO-
SPERED. THE EMBOSSED COVER BOASTS OF ““FIVE WIRES BETWEEN NEW YORK AND
BOSTON."”




THE UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY

]
\;% BETWEEN
AND INTERMEDIATE STATIONS,
Conncctm'r with the Principal Cities and Towns in the United States and Canadas
TO THE TELEGRAPHING PUBLIC.
Please write plumlv answer quickly ; PRE-PAY ; use no figures except dates—they cost more ; give name,
street and number of the party addressed, to insure prompt delivery; alsc your own address under your
signature ; no charge for address and signature. The zbove is for your safetv, as well 25 our conveniernce.
CHAS. F WOOD Supt. H M SCHIEFP'ELIN Pr«*st
OFFICE CORNER OF MAIN .AND CEN TRAL STREETS
Rec'd, Fazmwe Ochpok, mm.@
? 2 L gk
g (/\‘Il"s’ . : ™o /“;TJ ‘( NOAL Ry ey ‘({v
g5y 1} R ékz frra RIS
Vi iyl R4 L b ;‘ 9]
CORNER () CMAIN & CENTI
FALL RIVER

& 774 derdis/

4

FALL RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS - BY WIRE
FALL RIVER, MASSACHUSETTS U.S. MAIL PORTSMOUTH, RHODE ISLAND

THE MORSE AND BAIN LINES BETWEEN NEW YORK AND BOSTON WERE CONSOLIDATED JULY 3

1852 INTO THE NEW YORK & NEW ENGLAND TELEGRAPH COMPANY, COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE
THE UNION TELEGRAPH WAS EVENTUALLY ACQUIRED BY THE AMER-

“UNION TELEGRAPH".
ICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY.



UNICN TELEGRAPH LINE

RSE

3

O
=1

EAST-WEST CONSOLIDATION OF AMERICAN-CANADIAN BORDER FRANCHISES.

9



NATIONAL TELEGRAPH
NEW ORLEANS & OHIO & NATIONAL LINES
AND
PEOPLE’S TELEGRAPH COMPANIES

GRY ORLERARS AND ORLY,
= Peoples Gelegragh Companies. 5

Connecting with all the Principal Cities and Towns in the United States,
Canada, and Nova Scotia.

. >, ~ =
Nashville, W 5 185
memw«ma e ~ ~— e
{35 Oftice on CepAr STREET, between Cherry Street and the Square. g3
g

i : L ‘ ) / C () %
~ b AN

- e

SAVANNAH, GEORGIA - BY TELEGRAPH

- NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE — U.S. MAIL (15 MILES)

- FRANKLIN, TENNESSEE

COMPRESSION OF THE O’'REILLY EMPIRE

50



NATIONAL TELEGRAPH.

F¥IONT TALIE OFFICE OF TIre

MSW7WOEK ?WM&@M%
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The Umtcd E\Hﬁ;“f}] O‘E igjgaﬂja & SRS
S$T. LOUIS

GEAD & Peepless
; INDIAKA & LAKE ER
TELEGRAPH

hm u \L"
1 LINES,
CORNER OF THIRD AND MAIN STF REETS,
i DAYTON, Onio.
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THESE COVERS OF THE EARLY 1860’'S ILLUSTRATE CONSOLIDATIONS IN THE MIDWEST

.‘“3 OFF!CE op Y

- TELEGRAPH cOMPANY
Morsw LINE




NEW YORK ASSOCIATED PRESS, TELEGRAPHIC AGENCY

JULY 25, 1853

THE INCORPORATION DATE OF THIS SURVIVING COMPANY IS APPARENTLY 1850.
GEORGE BARTLET PRESCOTT IN HiS “HISTORY, THEORY AND PRACTICE OF THE ELEC-
TRIC TELEGRAPH' 1860 WROTE: ‘“SUBSEQUENTLY TO THE FORMATION OF THE NEW
YORK ASSOCIATION, NEARLY ALL THE DAILY NEWSPAPERS IN THE UNITED STATES
BECAME ASSOCIATED WITH IT. EVERYTHING OF INTEREST OCCURRING IN EVERY
PART OF THIS COUNTRY IS TELEGRAPHED AT ONCE TO THE GENERAL OFFICE IN NEW
YORK, COPIES BEING DROPPED AT ALL INTERMEDIATE POINTS ON THE ROUTE, AND
THE OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY BEING SUPPLIED FROM THE CENTRAL OFFICE.”
THE HOUSE INSTRUMENT WAS EMPLOYED FOR TRANSMITTING REPORTS.



THE NOVA SCOTIA TELEGRAPH COMPANY

— o
o Dorchester », Sackville
SN
\
\
\
! \ .
' St. Stephens~ ~
( Calais
I Ej '
' W lectae @ ‘
| L iy GNUHE Celig
Ellsw ; R Lo
A Bangor °§$\“\( S PRINGIPAL OFFICE 0-//{{!\ o
\ 80re v ; { &’QI

\

£e
fl ew York

| GRANVILLE STREET, HALTFAX.

” X > y

Tae Cowraxy’s Lings, extending to all parts of Nova Scorty; conneet ab
SAcrvILLe with the lines for all parts of Ngw Brusswick, CANADS, and the
Unrreo Srtares.  The business of the Company is entrusted only to sworn

“operators and assistants, who are required to exercise due diligence and good
faith in the transmizsion of comnuunications in the ovder of their receipt at the
coffice. - The best exertions of the Company will he usew to ensure the safe and
necurate transmission of messages to any point heyond the houndaries of Nova
ScortaszFor places at which no Telegraphic Station is yet established, mes-
BRgCS will be sent to the nearest Station, and mailed thence,

e b ~f3¥ Dledse answer quickly—swritaplainly—nse no figures—pre-pay—glee full address and signature.

IN THE EARLY 1850’S, THIS SMALL CANADIAN COMPANY WAS THE EASTERNMOST LINK TO EURO-
PEAN NEWS WHICH ARRIVED AT HALIFAX VIA STEAMER. THE LAST SENTENCE OF THE FORM
ILLUSTRATES THE TOTAL TELEGRAPH SYSTEM AND ITS DEPENDENCE UPON THE POSTAL SYSTEM

b;
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THE NOVA SCOTIA TELEGRAPH COMPANY

AN
7 s

N

/ .
z 7%

BY WIRE . SHELBURNE, N.S.
YARMOUTH, N.S. FEB 6, 1856 . DIGBY, N.S. FEB 8,1856
NEW BRUNSWICK .

ROCKPORT, MAINE FEB 22,1856

BY WIRE .
LOCKS ISLAND N.S. FEB 18,1858 -
STANNS, MARCH 2,1858 -

INDISTINCT MARKING, FEB 8,1858
BADDECK, MARCH 1,1858
CAPE BRETON ISLAND, MARCH 11,1858

{ SOME TRANSIT MARKINGS ARE ON THE REAR OF THESE COVERS)

5y



MAINE TELEGRAPH COMPANY
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THIS MORSE AFFILIATED COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED AUGUST 10, 1848. IT WAS
THE IMPORTANT LINK WHICH BRIDGED THE HALIFAX STEAMSHIPS TO BOSTON. I[N
1855 IT WAS LEASED TO THE AMERICAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY .
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MAINE TELEGRAPH COMPANY

‘@Imns TCelegraph,

BETWELN
BOSTON, PORTLAND, BANGOR AND CALAIS, WITH INTERMEDIATE STATIONS.

Conneeting with lines to all parts of the United States and British Provinces.
L N N N T T N i S e

If an error occurs in the transmission of any dispatch over the lines of this
Company or if one is unreasonably delayed, the tolls thereon will be refunded ;
but the Company will not be responsible bevond the exercise of good faith and
the amount of tolls received, nor will it be in any way responsible for errors or
faults of lines not its own, and over which it has no control.

JAS. EDDY. Sup't.

Office in Portland,---Corner of Middle and Exchange Streets.
Office in Boston,---Traveller B;;Aiyings, 31 State Street.
/

N N 3 7, v ~-w~\/\,«\/\/\/\7/y‘vv\/\-'\ A~

7, B (A2
gc\}lﬂ(\m,{\& N \/-/// 5

A~

THE ORIGINAL PATENT FOR THIS COMPANY WAS GRANTED TO JAMES EDDY, THE SEND-
ER OF THE COVER. INTERESTINGLY, ONE OF THE FEW MESSAGES TO EUROPE BY THE
SHORT-LIVED ATLANTIC CABLE OF 1857 CARRIED THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIS DEATH
DESCRIBING HIM AS “THE FIRST AND BEST TELEGRAPHER IN THE UNITED STATES".



KENNEBEC TELEGRAPH

gmnmbe @elegraph.

Connceting with lmcs fo all palts of tllc L*mtcd SldlC\ "md British Provinces..

Faco

TN\

AS THE MAINE TELEGRAPH COMPANY WAS GEARED TO COASTAL SERVICE AND EURO-
PEAN NEWS, THIS SMALL COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED AUGUST 28, 1850 PRIMARILY
FOR INLAND SERVICE. IT WAS ACQUIRED BY WESTERN UNION IN 1870.



THE MONTREAL TELEGRAPH COMPANY

THIS MORSE FRANCHISE WAS ORGANIZED IN 1847 AND INITIALLY OPERATED FROM TORONTO
TO QUEBEC. IT WAS THE MOST POWERFUL CANADIAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY AND ENJOYED A

CLOSE RELATIONSHIP FIRST WITH THE NEW YORK ALBANY AND BUFFALO TELEGRAPH COM-
PANY AND LATER WITH WESTERN UNION.

‘ éab(‘/{/&/yﬂﬁ"&l&/@///
CZ//é V- QA-/%‘Z/} |

<7
-, .r" ey 7
0 ooy e v ats
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CANADAIGUA AND ELMIRA TELEGRAPH

OCTOBER 27, 1858
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I PENNYAN.

& 1f‘irst cach
rd (o To TEN {word ..
ll : p\\ ords [added;

Monr osevP.
| [Medina,
NP“ Yo

‘ M‘nu,tnv'()

give PULL ADDRE“;b ‘md SIG\IATURE
—PAYIN. ADVANCL,. xeep

“WRITE PLAINLY—
late and number of'

ROCHESTER, NEW YORK - PENN YAN, NEW YORK

CANADA GRAND TRUNK TELEGRAPH

CIRCA 1854

INCORPORATED MOVEMBER 24, 1852, THIS COMPANY RAN FROM MONTREAL TO QUEBEC
AND THEHR NORTH. IT WQS SOLD TO THE MONTREAL TELEGRAPH COMPANY APAIL 18, 1857
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ALTA CALIFORNIA TELEGRAPH COMPANY

V4

BY WIRE - AUBURN, CALIFORNIA
U.S. MAIL — BARNARD, VERMONT

THE ALTA CALIFORNIA TELEGRAPH COMPANY WAS INCORPORATED OCT. 14, 1854. IT
ERECTED A LINE FROM SACRAMENTO TO NEVADA CITY, CALIFORNIA. THIS WAS EX-
TENDED TO ALL THE PRINCIPAL MINING TOWNS AND TO SAN FRANCISCO WHERE IT EN-
GAGED IN COMPETITION WITH THE CALIFORNIA STATE TELEGRAPH COMPANY.

th San Francisco and all the principal’
Towns in the State.

OD’S BUILDING, 2d Street.

Yol




CALIFORNIA STATE TELEGRAPH COMPANY

OCTOBER 2, 1854

THIS “PROVISIONAL’” TYPE COVER BELONGS TO THE CALIFORNIA STATE TELEGRAPH COM-
PANY WHICH WAS THE ONLY TELEGRAPH COMPANY OPERATING IN SAN JOSE IN 1854.
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CITY & SUBURBAN TELEGRAPH COMPANY

citY TELEGRAp,

In immediate communication with different parts of NEW-YORK CITY and BROOKLYN, and connecting with every
Telegraph Station in the United States and Canada. 387~ This line receives daily at its office, 21 ¥Wall Street. and dls-
tributes, nearly all the Televraphie Dispatches coming from otber cities, ete, for the City of New-York, above Canal Street, and
Brooklyn; aflording merchants, and business men generally, opportunities for telegraphing their correspondents late in the after-
noon or evening, and receiving replies in time for early business hours in the morning.

21 WALL STREET, NEW-YORK HOTEL, |
F 721 BROADWATY. !
METROPOLITAN HOTEL,  MADISON SQUARE P. O, ;

BROOKLYYN,
Cor. MONTAGUE & COURT.

Down Stars. BROADWAY AXD 22D STRREET.
"__~
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