Hon. Henry Tefft Clarke

Founder of Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills
Also known as the “Sidney Short Route”

H.T. Clarke established his express into the Black Hills of South Dakota in
the spring of 1876 to provide mail service to the various mining camps, as
the US Post Office Department had refused service into the area it still
considered “Indian country”. Clarke raised $3000 from merchants and
residents of Sidney, Nebraska to build a bridge over the North Platte River,
some 40 miles north of Sidney, thereby establishing the “Sidney Short
Route” on May 10, 1876 when the bridge was completed.

Clarke initially operated a Pony Express to and from the Black Hills in 1876,
but discontinued this service due to the excessive cost. He then had
envelopes franked with information about his route, which he sold at the
Black Hills mining camps, Omaha, Chicago and some railroad ticket offices.
Clarke contracted with Marsh & Stephenson to carry the mails for the
“Centennial Express”, which operated into 1877 despite continuing poor
financial performance.
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operated “Clarke’s Centennial Express”




CUSTER AVENUE, BETWEEN 6ta AND 7ran STREETS,
CUSTER CITY, D. T.,
SIDNEY STAGE OFFICLE.

One door west of Cheyenne Stage and Telegraph Offices.

FIRST-CLASS BOARD AND LODGING

At reasonable rates.

FREE CORRAL. HAY AND GRAIN CONSTANTLY ON HAND,

S. M. BOOTH,

(Over.] 9”-67 LD A PROPRIETOR.

Booth’s Hotel, Custer City, D.T. (July, 1876)

“Sidney Stage Office” card with mileages from Custer City to Sidney and other
stage stations on reverse (below)
Apparently, this card was used for both the Sidney Stage (Clarke’s Centennial
Express) and the Cheyenne & Black Hills Express

DISTANCES.

Custer City to Sid-
ney, via Homan's
Cut=011.)

Pointof Rocks.... 10

Cheyenne River.. 1. i
Junetion.. 43
9 Big Cottonwood .. h 49
2 21 LittleCottonwood 8 &7
4 35 RedClondAgency 6 63
2 47 White ClayUreck 6 69
4 51  Running W nl.er ]ll Vil

Custer ity te Chey-
enne.

Pleasant Valley..
Spring-on-Left ...
Down Red Canon
Red Canon...
Cheyenne River..
Pratrie Eprin
Up Indian ¢ ruck

69 | Potts’ Ranche... a0
81 | Bnake Rntr ........ 12 105

= S Ll

3
)

! Indian Creel .. 9 100 | Red Willow.,...... 12 117
Hat Creek ........... 8 108 | Pl:l.ttc River &
Running Water... 16 123 | f .............. 10 127
RawHide Springs 8 181 | Court louseRotk H 135
Raw Hide............ 10 141 | Greenwood ... 143
(iovernm "ntfarm 12 153 | Water Hole
Gov'm’'nt Bridge 12 165 | Ranche ... 12 155
‘l:"iort‘%n;m‘?h B 2 {.ﬁg | BidDEY ireressrnsesess 12 167

- 6 17 e
E:cle e . 10 153  Custer City to Dend.
Chug Sprin 7 190 wood.
Hunton’s Ranch 4 194 Spring Creek . 12
Chimney R‘"k o Mountain City.. 9 21
P. 0. . 4 198 Reynolds’
Chug Wllcr__, ...... S 10 208 gl qu.‘
Bear 8 nn ...... H 2= Rapid rm* -g ‘ s
Horse Ureek ........ 10 23| ok lhpld"
Pole Creek........... 10 242 Crosk 4 32
Cheyenne............ 18 260 Cold bp"n‘ s
Ranche ......... 4 36
Stone Ranche.. 4 40
Deadwood ...... 11 51




Red Cloud Agency (May 25, cal877)

J. W. Dear was the post trader at Red Cloud Indian Agency. Cancels from
Red Cloud post office are known similar to this example (which has no
territory or state noted), but with “Neb.” or Wyo” territorial designations.
The agency offices moved frequently which, coupled with the fact that this
area was still rather “wild” and uncharted, probably led to the postmaster’s
confusion.

Red Cloud Agency was 104 miles north on the Sidney to Black Hills Trail
from Sidney, Nebraska or 63 miles south from Custer City, Dakota. Itis
possible that this cover was carried on Clarke’s Express. The addressee,
Professor O. C. Marsh at Yale College, was a noted paleontologist of his
time and was known to have received fossils from the Badlands of
southwestern South Dakota.



Lockwood House - Sidney, Nebraska
“Office of Black Hills Stage Line”

The enclosed letter, datelined Mar 15, 1882, is shown below. Clarke’s
Centennial Express had long since expired by the time this cover was mailed;
however, the Lockwood House was still used as the Stage Station




1!
J &
ok

%
-
£
3 et
far
N
\
N
L
L
“;&...._..L e

Sloan, loa (Oct 31, 1876)
with “(via Sidney Pony Express)” at lower left

Addressed to Deadwood, Black Hills, D.T. This cover entered
the Black Hills of South Dakota on the Sidney Short Route,
from Sidney Nebraska and was carried by H.T. Clarke’s “Pony
Express”, which operated for only a few months in 1876. This
cover is dated by the 1876 letter enclosed.



There are no less than 13 varieties of the Clarke’s Centennial
Express franked envelopes. H. T. Clarke had Joseph P. Gossage,
founder and editor of “The Sidney Telegraph”, print the franks

on the Plimpton issue of printed stamped envelopes of 1876

(Scott numbers U218, U219 and U 221). U218 is vermillion on

white paper, while the other two are die varieties in green on white
paper. Clarke either under-estimated the required number of
envelopes or simply didn’t want to tie up funds in them (costs per
thousand of the vermillion and green entires were $33.00 and $32.80
respectively).

Len Persson, in his July 1988 LaPosta article, provided a system
to “type” the various imprinted franks. He based his system on:

1.) Headlines
Headline A: “Sidney Short Route”
Headline B: “Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills

2.) Text
Abbreviated using the first letter in each of the first three lines
(excepting headlines), i.e., “IOP”, “IWT”, “IPF”, “OCS”.

3.) Number of lines in the text
A line is not counted if “over” is the only word

4.) Relative position of word “over” or words “see other side”
5.) Color of frank
6.) Miscellaneous features

The various “Persson Types” of Clarke’s franks are outlined on the
following page.



Persson Type 1
Headline A, “IOP”, 7 lines, no “over” of “see other side”, black ink on U218 (3c
vermillion)

Persson Type 2
Headline A above B, “IWT”, 6 lines, “over” directly under “at Sid”, green ink on
U218 (3c vermillion)

Persson Type 2a
Same as Type 2, except green ink on U219 (3c green, Die 1)

Persson Type 3
Same as Type 2, except greyish-blue ink on U218 (3c vermillion)

Persson Type 4

Headline A above B, “IWT”, 6 lines, “see other side” in lower left corner,
“Answer in care of H.T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb” up left side, “Care H.T. Clarke,
Sidney, Neb.” in two lines at lower left, green ink on U218 (3c vermillion)

Persson Type 5
Headline A above B, “IPF”, 6 lines, “over” centered under “Pac”, black ink on
U218 (3c vermillion)

Persson Type 6

Headline B above “The Sidney Short Route” — separated by “via”, “OCS”, 3 lines,
“see other side” in lower left corner, “Answer in care of H.T. Clarke Sidney, Neb”
in two lines in lower left, green ink on U219 (3c green, Die 1)

Persson Type 7
Headline A above B separated by horizontal line, “IPF”, 6 lines, “over” under
“Union”, black ink on U221 (3c green, Die 2, double line under Postage)

Persson Type 8
Same as Type 7, except green ink on U221

Persson Type 9
Headline A above B, “IWT”, 6 lines, “over” in lower left corner, green ink on
U218 (3c vermillion)

Persson Type 10

Headline A above B separated by horizontal line, “IWT”, 6 lines, “see other side” in lower
Left corner, “Care H.T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb.” in two lines at lower left, green ink on U219 (3c
Green, Die 1)

Persson Type 11
Headline A above B separated by horizontal line, “IWT”, 6 lines, “over” under “at Sid”, “Care
H.T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb.” in two lines at lower left, green ink on U219 (3c green, Die 1)

Persson Type 1la
Same as Type 11, except U221 (3c green, Die 2, double line under Postage)




SIDNEY smom- ROU’I'M e e
f the 10 cents pail for this envelope, and of which =

. payment its possession bears evidence, the under-
_signed agrees to carry it from Custer City, Dakota =~
(and such other points as his routes may in future
vlfpplg,} to the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, | .
_”i?eb w1thr>ut. ndrlit!fmal cha.rgc 15 T CLARKE..'

Sidney, Neb. (Aug 6, cal876) — Persson Type 1 imprint

Virtually all the known Clarke’s covers entered the mail

s at Sidney,

Neb.

New Bl "ﬁan Truss Bridge over the Platte Riva,r

40 MiLES NORTH OF SIDNEY,

12 XOW OREN FOIL TRAVEL, AND Ix
ISarded by the Cranlted Str.nes Troops.

ONLY 167 m(LES

From the TUrdcon FPoaclfic Rallrsad to Custer Clty .

Wood and Water in Abandanee, and the Finest Roade In 1he World by this toute, Al Mail |
kent in eare of H. T CLARKIE, I"Hl\!‘\ AND CAME CLARKE, PLATTE “l\ En Mieroar, wile e
forwardmd as dhe(:t(,-d '-tldnm. is mow u good out-fitting point, Large supply of Grain, |
tiroceries, Harsware and Produce always on hand, Hotel accommods tlons gowd.

TOTAL ruﬁ-[‘..-\,\u‘ H"UM SIDNEY TO CUSTER CITY 167 MILES, This distanece is by
the road row traveled Detween the two Agencles, Denr's Bldney and Bluck Hills Stage Line
leaves tiis route at Snake River, ranning through to Hed Cloud Indian Ageney in 87 hoacs,
and toCuster Cifyin 36 hours, The distanes by this route Is 1838 miles,

wr forwarding houses can furnish transportation for 250,900 Porxps at a shipment.
FrEigHT CHARGES, Shdney 1o Caster Clty, range froim 3B to 3 cents per pound.  Freight shipped |
ware H. T, Clarke, Sidney, Xeb,, will be uhiplml at lowest rates,

Passcager Rates—Omaha {o Custer City,  Ist class $45.00, 2d class $35.00, 3d class $25.00
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Clarke's Centennial Expfesa-t{){tﬁe"Black Hills.
¥ In consideration of the: 10 cents haid fo '_ el ;
which payment its possession bears evidence, Wi
to carry it from the Union Paeitic Railroad
Custer City, and Deadwood, Dakota, (and su:h hele]

roule may supply), or [rom above places to the Union Paei
road at Sidney, without additional charge. :
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Sidney, Neb. (Aug 31, cal876) — Persson Type 2a imprint
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SIDINEY SHORT ROUTE

THE BLACEK HILLS.

Ti:e New 61 Span Truss Bridge over the Fiatte River,
40 Miles North of Nidrey,

IS NOW OPEN FOR TRAVEL, AND, W2I'H THE ROAD, IS

Guarded by the United States Troops.
ONLY 167 MIiLES TO TUSTER CITY

TROM THE UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD,

T. CLARKE, Sidney, and Camp Clarke, Flatte River Bridga, will be forwa as
du::."ted. Sidney is now a fog‘l out ﬁtlﬁljzppoin:. i.mge supply of Grain, omrit-s. Hardware,

. Prod 1 h Hotel accommadations good. N
MTETK‘E‘ lD‘rs.'RkoNnCI'!nFR()M SIDNEY TO GUSTER CITY 167 MILES.. This distance

{4 by tbe road now traveled between the two Agencies. Dear’s Sidney and Black Hihz Stage Line
Ie.v‘;s this route and Snake River, running through to Red Cloud Indian Agency in 17 ours, and

L d by *his route is 152 miles. .
to Custer City mn 36 I:c;:r: T‘ll:n ‘r';::ﬁ {" . 30 Pomive SRR
L

Our forwardin, «
FREIGHT (‘.HARF-’E& Sidney to UCaster City, range from 3 to 5 ccots per pound. Freiyh
shipped care H. T. Clarke, Sidoey, Neb., will be shipped at lowest rates.

PASSENGER RATES — Omaha to Custer City, 1st class $45, 2d class $35, 3d class, $25.

Tickets for sale at Union Pacific Raiiroad and principal Railread Ticket (ffices East.
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Clarke's(@ntennial Express to Black Hills .~%
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ion bears evidence, the undersigned agrees to carny it W A T *
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¥ion Pacific Railroad at Siduney, without additio
axely - o H. T, CLARKE.
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Sidney, Neb. (Apr 23, cal877) — Persson Type 5 imprint
Mailed from Crook City, Dakota with notation *“via Sidney, Nebr”
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o (Dp3) ¢ F2Gil THE UNION PACIRIC RAILROAD. 6KV

z s w=a | Woed and Water i whundance, and the Pinest Roads in (h . Wo l‘)hy '1hi;f’

o ==& | Route. All mail sent in cve of H. T, OLankE, RIDNEY, AND | ICrmun,
o E g 2xmd Prarre HI;'(F:[{. Bripan, will be torwarded as direcied. Sidney | = rood
¥ O LESEE 2 | outfiilliag point. Large supply of Grain, Groceries, Hardware, and Produce

Z-~ZETHT S a}\l{j_‘;s on hand. Hotel accommodations good, i

Sz FeeAz | LOTAL DISTANCE FrRoM SipxEy 10 CustTer Urry 167 Mmmes  This distance

52 = ZFA 8 by the road now traveled between the two Agencies. The Sideey and Black

= SSmE g Hills Stage Line leaves thisroute at Snake River, running through t» Red Cloud

i e @ 2 Indian Agency in 23 hours, and to Custer City in 36 hours. '%hc distance by

Pl ZE S8 o 2 | this route is 182 miles.

“ZZ72g°5 | Our fnrwuidmg houses can furnish transportation for 250,000 Pouxps at a

55‘?"12 ©c¥z 1 shipment 1"1_‘”-,'1.(!11'1' CraraEs, Sidney to Custer City, range from 3 fo 5 cents

Ot Whalt 1< ptv}- pu-und.I Freight shipped care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb., will be shipped

AT A e =T a .| at lowest rates,

4 .~ %
EEL!_‘&D"E'“‘:E + Passenger Rates==Omahn to Custer City, 1st class %45, 2d $35, 3d $25.
EEEESED | Tickels for sale at Union Pactfic B. R. and Principal Railroad Ticket Qfices,




Elarkﬁs Centennial Mail Bapress to the Black Elll

VIA

THE SIDNEY SHORT RO,U TF;,

£ Ovwer the new 61 Span Truss Bndge across Platte River, 40 rmlcs‘north of Bmdnqy.

OARRIED DAILY BY THE smmn' & BLACK BILLS ﬁmeﬂ ao: '%

Send all Mail care H, T. CL -'LRKF Si dne}r \cb POStaﬁﬁ- |0 cts_

er in care of H. T. Clarke: Sidney, Neb.

3Care H.T. Clarke,
__(Seenthu side.) Sldney Neb

Sidney, Neb. (Apr 23, cal877) — Persson Type 6 imprint
“Answer in care of H.T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb.” printed up left side

é E-ig& SIDINEY SHOR’I ERCOET R *“—‘
; O,:" ) "ﬁa :
{ TR BLACK HILLS.

=

'Wi:e New 61 Span Truss Bridge over the Flatte River,
40 Miles North of Sidxey,

17 NOW OPEN FOR TRAVEL, AND, WITH THE ROAD,

Guarded by the Uniled States Troops.

ONLY 167 MELGS 1o GioTwr CITY; 237 MILES to DEADWOOD

FROM THE UNION PAUII‘E{} RAILROAD.

Wood a-.* Water in abundance, and the Finest Roads in the World by this Route, All Mail for the
Rlack #1ills sent in care of H. 'T- CLARKE, 8idney, will be forwarded as directed. Sidney is the
best out-fitting point. Large supply of (,rl'ajll, Groceries, Hardware, and Froduce always on hand,
| Hote! accommodations good.

Total Distance from Sidner' to Custer City, 167 miles; to Deadwood, 237 miles.
The Sidney and Black Hills Stage Line makes Tii weekly trips between Sidney and Deadwood,
running through from the former place to Red Cloud Indian Agency in 24 hours, Cusier City in 36
h-::u'rs, and Deadwood in 4% hours.

Our forwarding houses can furnish transportation for 230,000 Pouxps at a s"'-ment.
| FREIGHT CHARGES, Sidney to Custer City, Dsad\\-ood and other pomts range tr'::n ¥ to G

cents per pound.

"

L RATES OF TOLL. -

" Two-horee Team, Wagon and Driver........ocvvviiiinnn
] I “

OVER THE PLATTE RIVER.

I

PASSENG’FR RATES.
Sidney to Custer Oity, firat claes, $20, 24 class, $15, Rapid City, $25 and 317, Deadwood, $30 & $20.
3dolass, $12. Tickets for sale at Union Pacific Eailroad and principal Railroad Ticket Offices Eaats
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SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE.
Clarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills.

In consideration of the 10 cents paid for this envelnf/e.- and ' of whni
payment ils possession bears evidence, the undersigned agrees to carry-if
from the Union Pi¥ific Railroad at Sidney, Neb., to C-fter City, apd,Deag:
wood, Dakota, (and such ofher places as his route maly supplyp),”of fror

above places to the Union Pacific Railroad at Bidocy, without?
H. T. CLARKE. /

charge.

(oVER.)

Sidney, Neb. (Nov 16, cal876) — Persson Type 8 imprint
This variety notes that Clarke charged 10c for his stamped envelopes
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Price 100cts,

Linvelopes.

1 is by the read now tiaveled Letweed the 1w ) A-reacics,

SIDNEY SHORT ROUTE TO

THE BLACEK HILLS

The New 61 Span Truss Bridge over the Plate River, 40 M¥'es Nerth of
Sidaey, isnow open for travel, and. with the r4q js

47 GUARDED BY 'HE UNITED STATF , yROOPS. 52

TROM THE UNION P FI¢: RAILROAD.
Woad and Warer 1 abundance, and e Wiveot Roads in the -World by this
Roure. Al auil sent w2 e of 1 T, 0L arkD, S1DNEY, AND CAMP CLARKE,
Prarre Laver Brioos, will be firwarced as divceted.  Siduey is now a good
Large supply of Grain. Groceries, Hardware, and Produce

out-fiitdang point.
%ﬂn hand.  Hotel aceommodations good. .

OTAL DISTANCE FuoM SipNEY To CusTer Uity 167 Mis ks This di<tance
Hills Stage Line leaves thizroute st Spake River, runsing thro 1o Red Cloud
Indina Agencey in 23 hours, and to Custer City in 36 hours. '.l‘hc\‘@mcu by
this ronte 15 182 anles.

Onr forwarding houses ¢an furnish transportation for 250,000 Pousps-at a
[ shipment  Fremcnr Caarces, Sidney to Custer City, range from 3 10 5 couts

s per pound. Freight shippod care IL T. Clar ie, Sidacy, Neb., will be shipped,
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| Passenger Rater=-Omaha 1o Caster Clty, Ist class $45, 2d 8§35, 34 $25.
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b -SiDNEY SEHORT ROUTE.
Clarke's Centennial Express to the Black Hills,

In considerati

on of the 10 cents paid for this envelope, and of

which payment its possession bears evidence, the undersigned agrees
to carry it from the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, Neb., to
Custer City, and Deadwood, Dakota, (and such other places as his
route may supply), or from above places to the Union Pacific Rail-

read at Sidney, without additional charge.

Care H

(See other side.)

H. T. CLARKE,

T. Clarke,
Sidney, Neb.

(circa 1877) — Persson Type 10 imprint

This cover, addressed to Omaha, Neb, was never cancelled by the post office
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":-3.3 ‘Ex-sg =2~ and Produc= alw vs on hand Hotel accommodations good : '
geraldy R 2T | Total Distance from Sidney to Custer City, 167 miles; to Deadwood, 237 miles.
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230 T I .E‘-Stnxe Line leaves this route and “nake River, running through to Red Cloud Indian~\gency in 23
-f_gng.. >3 89 {hours, und to Custer Citv in 36 hours. The d'stance by °his route is 152 miles '
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| SIDNEY SHORT ROUTH. .

B : » : = . ; g Y {‘; r,_ \.
- Olarke’s Centennial Express to the Black Hills.\
In consideration of the 10 cents paid for this eu{rie}orfg, and ;&j

U
+ which payment its possession bears evidence, the undersigne@agrees” |
to carry it from the Union Pacific Railroad at Sidney, Neb.,, to /
Custer City, and Deadwood, Dakota, (and such other places hsliis
route may supply), or from above places to the Union Pacific Rail-
road at-Bidney, withont additional charge, H. T. CLARKE
(ONER.)

Care_ of H. T CLARKE, L
. Sidney, Neb. = '--;_._\\_ . i

Davenport, lowa (Oct 6, cal876) — Persson Type 1la imprint
One of the few known covers that entered the mails outside Nebraska
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SEIDINEY SEORT ROUTE

THE BLACEK HILLS.

The New 61 Span Truss Bridge over the Piatte River,
40 Miles North of Sidrcoy,

IS NOW OPEN FOR TRAVEL, AND, WITH THE ROAD, IS

Guarded by the Unitzd States Troops.
ONLY 167 MiLES TO CUSTER CITY |
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TROM THE UNION PACIFIC RAILRGAD. N |

: bunda d the Finest Roads in the World by tiis Route. All Mail sentin » |
;ﬁ?gﬂmﬂ mn- “, ns.‘mncf}anmt :‘.a.m“;? Oll.run Platte River Br ., will be forwarded as
dwected. Sidney is m:a;go:floutl-ﬁuing p::'nt.m Lnﬂzf‘ supply of Grain, m\\ Hardware, 1

Produce al i tel accommodations £ . 4

TOTAL .D‘I‘.S‘:(‘at:\r}CE FRO; SI.DNE\' TO CUSTER CITY 167 MILES:. This distance
is by the road now traveled between the two Agencies. Dear's Sidney and Black Hits Stage Line
leaves this route and Snake River, running through to Red Cloud Indian Agency in 17 :0urs, und

to Custer City 1n 86 hours, The distance by this route is 182 miles. aﬁ?ﬂcm-
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Our forwarding bouses can furnish transportation for 230 000 Pouxps at a
FREIGHT CHARGES, Sidney to Custer City, range from 3 to 5 cents per pound.
shipped care H. T. Clarke, Sidney, Neb., will be shipped at lowest rates.

PASSENGER RATES —Omaha to Custer Gity, 1st class $45, 2d class $35, 3d class, $25. -
Tickets for sale at Union Pacific Railroad and principal Ruailroad Tieket Offices East.
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CHEYENNE AND ELACK HILLS

STAGE CO'S EXPRESS, / T

Gilmer, Salisbury & Patrick. lw. s
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LUKE VOORHEES, Suer,

The “Cheyenne & Black Hills Stage Co’s Express” via
Cheyenne, Wyoming was a competitor to Clarke’s route
via Sidney, Nebraska. The former line operated until Feb,
1887, while Clarke’s lasted only until late 1877.

CHEYENNE AND BLACK HILLS

STAGE CO’S EXPRESS,

Giilmer, Salisbury & Patricl.

LUKE VOORHEES, SurT.




