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POSTAL CONVENTION WITH BELGIUM. Jurr 31, 1863,

ARTICLES

Additional to the Postai Convention between the Fost Depariment of the
Uiited States of America and of Belgium.

John A. Kasson, Esq., invested with full powers to this effect on the
part of the Postmaster-Generat of the United Sintes of Americn, sad C.
A. Fassinux, &c., &o. The Director-General of the Administration of
Railroads, Posts, and Telegraphs of Belgium, invested with full powers
by the Minister of Public Works, who s charged with the posinf ad-
ministration, in consideration of the existing postzl cenvention, Article
XX VIL, between the two countries concluded the 21st of December,
1859, have agreed ns follows : —

Awricr.g I. Thers shall be & regular exchonge of correspondence in
closed mails between the Post Department of the United States and the
Post Department of Belgium upon the conditions set forth in the follow-
ing articles ; —

Articre IT. The exchange of mails shall be effected by means of the
transatlantic steamers, and of the mtermedinte routes of transit upon
which the twe postal administrations shall heresfler agres: or in the ab-
sence of such azreement, each postel ndministration shall designate the
steamers and the route of transit by which the mails, which it despatches,
shall be conveyed.

AnricLi 111 The offices for the exchange of mails on the part of the
United States shall ba:

1. New York,

2. Boston.

Oxn the part of Belgium, when the mails are desptched by the way
of England : —

1. Ostend (locs! office.)

2, Ostend {trovelling office.)

3. Antwerp.

Tha Post Departments of the United States snd Belrium, whenever
they shall find it necessary, muy designate other offices of exalange.

ArTions 1V. The foliowing articies shall be admitted into the mails
exchanged between the two countries, to wit: —

1. Ordinary letters.

2. Remistered letters,

3. Documents of business and other written documents which have
not the chavacter of a direct personal correspondence corvected proofs:
samples of merchandise, including graing nnd seeds, snd not haviag o
mercantile value in themselves,

4. Newspapers and prints of all kinds, in sheets, in pamphiets, and in
books ; shests of music, engravings, lithographs, photograply, drawings,
mups, and plans.

AnticLe V. The weight of cach packet of samples of merchandise
shall not exceed 500 grammes, and this lmis may be at any time reduced
to 300 grammes, if it shall Le found necessary. The weight of any
other pucket of mailable articies, meationed in the foregoing article (IV.}
shall not exceed 2000 grammes, and the form of the packet shall be reg-
ulated by the practice of the despaiching depurtment, FPackages of
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documentary papers, corrected proofs, samples of merchandise, news-
popers, and oll kinds of prints, shall be Hmited in. each dimension
to 50 centimeters. The two departments reserve the right to reduee Dimensions
this dimension if; by their magnitude, such packages shall embarrasy the i?.ﬂfﬂ reduced,
service.

ArTicLe VI All mailable articles except letters shall be sent under Articles ox-

; . y ¢ letters to b
band, or so enclosed that the postz] agents in both countries may readily hatrdui ot

verify the contents of the packet. bands.
ArTrons VIL The standard weight and progression for the single Welghtand
rate of postage upon all articles enumerated in Article IV. of this con- T ratos of
vention are established as follows: — posinga.
1. For lettars, 15 grammes. Lotters, &c.

2. For documentary manuscripts not.having the character of a direct
personal correspondence, for corrected proofs, and for samples of mer-
chandize, 40 grammes,

3. For newspapers and prints of all kinds, embracing all mailable &Nﬂﬁpﬂpmr
articles, not otherwise assimned, the siandard shall not be less than 40 =
grammes in Belgium, or ane gunce and a belf’ in the United States; but
ench Post Department may establish a higher standard weight of pro- mf{iskcr stand-
gression, ndapted to its interior requirements, for articles of this cluss
which it despatches. to bs commn-

The standard which it shall adopt, and any subsequent changes therein nicated befors
shall ba communicated to the other department before they take effect. B ot

Avntiere VEHI The prepayment of postage upon ordinary letters ex-  Prepayment
changed between the United States and Belgium shall be optional; but ?f postnge oo
{etters not prepaid or ivsufficiently prepnid shalt be charged in the coun- etters optional;
try of destmation, by way ef penaity, with an extra fixed rate of 5 cents extra for wa-
: N i . . ’ paid, &o. letters;
in the United States, and of 30 centimes in Belgium, rrespective of
weight.

The prepnyment of postage upon all other articles, including registered oo other mat-
letters, shall be compulsory, and when they shsll be in no part prepuid, “" campulsary.
they shall not be despatched, but in such case they shall be, if practicable,
restored to the seaders.

Anricie IX. The articles under band which shall be in part prepaid | -:J‘“ﬂ;’ under
shall be forwarded to their destination; bot they shall be charged there p:;d‘ park pre-
with twics the nmount of the difference between the rate due and the
sum actunlly prepaid. )

AnTierE X. The international rate of postage upon the correspond- Interntional
ence exchanged belween the iwo countries is based upon the following besed uaon g
elements, to wit 1 -— what;

1. The interior rate of the United States.

%, The interior rate of Belgium, comprising therein the charge of con-
veynnee scross the English Channel,

3. The maritime rate.

4. The intermediate transit rate, and any reduction, which either coun-
try may obtain {from the existing maritime and transit charges, shall
anure (o the benefit of the peopls of the two countries by a correspond-
ing reduetion of the international rates of postage established in the fol-

Iowing orticle, so soon as the two departments shall have adjusted the
AEOUnL.

Anticre X5 The internntional rates, combined of the efersents above establishe
mentioned, (Article X.,) and applicable to each standard of progression whae. ied &
for the several clusses of mailable criicles, aro established as follows,
to Wit fo

1. Tor ordinary letters, 20 cents in the United States and one frang in Letters.
Belgium.

9. For registered letters, in nddition to the ordinary prepaid rate, an Registersd
extra charge of 10 cents in the United States, and of 50 centimes ip 1oten.
Belgium,

1
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Pocumontary 3, For documentary mnnuscripts, corrected proofs, and swmples of
T saaplos, Merchandise, 20 cents in the Uhited States, and ome frane in Belgium,
ke P L Far journals and all other printa, embracing articles not otherwize

Journnts aod  anymersted, the standard single mate shall ba fixed by the despatehing de-

prts. partment, limited nevertheless by the maximum rate of 4 cents in the
Tnited States, and of 15 eentimes in Belgium. And each department
ghall communicate to the other, in advance, the rate it shall adopt, and

sany subsequent change it shall make therein. )
Combined ‘Artrcre XIL OF the combined rute of international letter postage
rates, how mudo hereby established, 3 cents represents the -interior single rate of the
o United States, and 135 centimes the interior single rate of Belgm, com-

prising therein the cost of conveyance across the English Channel. The
remuinder of the combined rate is nssigned to the pnyment of the cost of
sea conveyanes, and of intermedinte transit, by whatever roule the mails
may be conveved.

Articles under  Apyione XILI. Articles under band described in the third and fourth
i’;“;fi;‘}:ﬁ_"“ paragraphs of Article IV, of this convention, may be regés!ergd in either

country for despateh to the other, upon payment of the registration fes
of 10 cents in the United States, and of 50 centimes in Belgum, in ad-
dition to the prepayment of the regulnr postage.

Each dopart-  AnricnE X1V. In order to simplify postal nccounts between the de-
e o e partments s much a3 possible, and to prepare the way for their ultimnte
ull pestages, &e. sbolition, each Post Department ahall retnin to its own use all the posml
12 cotlects: rates nnd charges, which it shall collect, whether by virtue of prepuy-

“nd,gﬂy cost ment or post-payment ; and ench department shall pry the cost of con~
of mnits, & yovnnee of the mails which it despatches ns far as the fronticr of the

Cost of inter- country of destination. It is also especinlly provided that the cost of in-
Inadinte 0¢eAn  urmediate ocenn and lund conveyance of the closed muoils shall be first de-
"ﬁﬂﬁm?'c‘e. o frayed by that oneof the twe departments, which shall huve ebtained from

ihe intermediaries the most favorable pecuniary conditions of such con.
veyanes, and any amount so paid by one depariment for sccount of the
other sholl be reimbursed, i

Mailablo mat-  Apeqorp XV. It is distinctly agreed that all mailable articles ad-
,':ff;‘;if;‘}“ from ressed from one country to the other shail be exempt m the country of
larges. destination from sny raia or fee whatever, beyond the charges established

by this cenvention.

Freemntter.  AnvicLe X VI Correspondence exclusively velnting to the postaf
servies shull be transmitted on both sides without ony posial charge
therefor .
Missent Angd AntrcLe XVIL Correspondence of all kinds erroneously transmitted,
::“'('t"u‘:’md or wrongly addressed, shail be prompily returned to .lhc duspaw?nug f[e-
o partment.  Articles which shall have been addressed to persons who
bave departed from the place of destination feaviny thew address, shll
be forwnrded or returncd, as the cise may require, chorged with the
postage which the addressee would have been required fo pay on de-
very. »
Lettess nacd Antiere XVITL. Lefters, all registered articies, zad ull documentary

rezered Al mapgseripts, which gball not be delivered fo thuir address, shall be re-
3}'::,;?‘,2”,:3 siored to the despuiching department.  Any of these arucles which may
Leturned, kawve been forwarded by one department to :hg pti:vr, on recount, shall be
restared wnd credit taken for the amount eriginally clarged by the de-

Other it spatehing office.  But samples of merchnndise, newspapers, prants of sl
nestter wak tohe inds, and all mailable articles not excepted, which cnnnot be delivered
rennrued, W 1o their address, shall reman at the disposal of the recerving department,
2% 1nonths. provided they shall not be recluimed by the sender or nddressee within
six months from the «ate of their despateh. o

Prohibited Anttere XIX. Neither Post Department is required to muke distri-
aricles nt {0 bo butign, within its jurisdiction, of any articles the airculation of which

distribated. shall be prohibited by the laws in force in-the country of destmation.
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ArricLE XX.. Egch of the two Post Depariments concedes to the
other the privilege of transit across its territory, by its nsual mail con-
veyanees, of the closed muails exchanged by the other department with
any foreizn country to which it may serve 18 sn intermediary, upon the
following terms : —

The Post Department of Belgium shall receive for such transit (in-
cluding the service ncross the English Chanzel) at the rate of 15 gen-
times per 30 grammes of letters, net weight, and 30 centimes per kilo-
gramme for articles onder band, pet weight. The Post Deprriment of
the United States shall receive for the tronsit of Belgion closed mails
across its territory at the rate of 5 cents per 30 grammes of letters, net
weight; and 15 cents per kilogrnmme for articles uoder band, net
weizhi,

The Post Department of the United States reserves from these con-
ditions of transit the overfand route to the Pacific ocean..

Whenever the Belgian Administration chall receive and deliver the
closed mails exchanged between the United Stntes and the countries be-
yond Belgium on board the transztlantic steamers in the Chansel. the
British transit charge shull in such case be puid to the Beigian office:
provided always, that the same international rate exists between the
United Statea and such other countries, irrespective of the route of inter-
mediate conveyance.

Arnrices XXI Correspondence of all kinds which either depart-
ment shall despateh to the other for the purpose of being. thence for-
warded in ils maila to another country of destination, shall be sehject to
the rates established by Article XI. of this convention, added to the
ulterior rate in force beyond the frontier of the forwarding country ; so
that only one interior rato shall be received by the forwarding depart-
ment.

Articre XXIIL Small sums of money may be mutnally transmitted
between the two countries by means of postal money orders, 50 soon os
the two departments shall have been duly authorized to this cffeet,

Arnticrt XXIIL Until the same scale of weights shell have been
ndopted by the two departments, it is agreed that, for the purposes of this
convention, 15 grnmmes shall be taken, for letters, as the equivaient of
ono half ounce; and 40 grammes as the equivalent of one ounce and a
helf, far articles vnder band, and so with their respective multiples in
progression, 18 applied by the respective offices. It is also understood
that the rates upen cerrespondence shail be npplied nccording to the
weight stated by the despatching department, except In case of munifest
error.

Anricee XXIV. The provisions of the postal convention between
the United States of America and Belgiom, concluded at Washiugton
the 21st December, 1839, are continued 1n foree, so far as they are net
inconsistent with the present articles, or with the regulations which shull
herealter be mule i pursuance theveof, by the two depnriments.

Anriont XXV, This convention shall take effect from a day to be
fixed by the two Post Departments, ard shall continue in foree until oue
year from notice given by one of the departments to the other of its -
tention lo rescind it It is understood that the rates provided by this
conventian shall not be applicable: First, to letters which shall be ex-
changed between the two depariments by way of the British intermedi-
ate service uniil the British olfice shall have reduced the amount of its
chnrges for territorial transit, and sea conveynnce, to a rate not excueding
14 cents for a single letter.  Second : Nor to documentary papers and
mRnuseripis, corrected proofs, and semples of merchandise, in like manner
exchenged between the two countries by the intermedinte servica of the
British Post, until the British office shall have ndmitted these articles
upon the sama pecuniary conditions with printed matter,
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Coavention Antioie X VI This convention shalt be ratified, and the ratifica.
Phentobs  tions exchanged as soon as possible.
in witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed tha

present convention, and have affixed thereto their seals.
Done in duplicate at Brussels, the thirty-first day of July, in the year
of our Lord ane thonsand eight hundred and sixty-three.

t. 8.] JOHN A. KASSON.
EL. 8.] FASSIAUX.
Approved : Approved
M. BLAIR, Tha Minister of Public Works,
Postmaster-General. JULES VANDERSTICHELN.
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€onvention fir the Regulation of the Postal Intercourse Between the United
States of dmerica and Belgium.

The Post-Office Pepartmenis of the United States of Ameriea and of _acg 31, 1807,
Belgium, being desireus to regulate Ly a new Convention the postal in- “Fresmble,
jercourse between the two countries, the undersigned, being duly muthor- Gontraoting
fzed by their respective Governments, have agreed upon the following et
articles ; —

Anrtiore I Thers shall be an exchange of correspondence, by Exchsngeof
means of 1heir respective Post Departments, between the United States correspendenaa;
of America and Belgiuvm, and this correspondence shall embrace ; to embrace

1. Letters, ordinary and registered. what.

9, Newspapers, book-packets, prints of all kinds, {comprising maps,
plnns,”engravings, drawings, photographs, litogeaphs, aod all other like
productions of mechanical processes, sheets of musie, ete.,) and patterns
or samples of merchandise, ineluding grains and sceds.

And such correspondence may be exchanged, whether originating in
either of said countries and deetined for the other, or originating in
or destined for foreign countries to which they may respectively serve s
intermediaries.

Anricne 11 The officss for the exchange of mails shall be (a) o0 Offces for ex-,
the part of the United States: changa of maiis.

1. New York.

2. Boston.

(b) On tbe part of Belgium:

1. Antwerp.

2. Ostend, {Travelling Office.)

8. QOstend, {local.)

The two Post Departments mny st any time discontinae either of
said offices of exchango or establish others.

Artrcte II. Each office shall make its own arraagements for the  Arrngomentr
despateh of it muils to the -other office by regular lines of communica- for _df”gcﬁtch of
tion, and shall, at ita own cost, pay the expensp of such intermedints =% &
transportotion, It is alse ngreed that the cost of international ccenn ond  GCost of trans-
territorial transit of the closed mails, between the respective frontiers, portation.
shiall be first defrayed by that one of the two Departments which shall
have obtamed from the intermediaries the most favorable pecuniary
terms for tuch conveyance ; and any smount so advanced by ome for ac-
count of the other shall be promptly reimbursed.

AnticLe 1V, The standard weight for the single rate of postage and  Weight for
rulo of progression shall be: singlo rate of

1. For lutters, 13 grammes, posiage.

9, For all other correspondence mentioned in the second paragraph of
the first article, that which ench Department shall adopt for the mails
which it despatches to the other, adapted to the convenscnce and habits
of its interior administration.

But vach offico shall give notice to the other of the standnrd weight it
adopts, and of coy subsenuent changes thereofl

The rule of progression shall slways be an additionnl single rate for
each additional single weight or fraction thercof.

The weight stated by the despatching office shall always be accepted,
paving the case of manifest mistake.

AnricLe V. The singie rate of postage on the direct correspondence Batesof postags.
exchnoged between the United States nad Beigium shall bo as followa :

“



